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Also, petition of the same body, prohibiting contracts discred­

iting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

Also, petition of J. M. Sheman and other citizens of St. Charles 
County, Mo., praying for the enactment of an antioption law­
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. O'DONNELL: Petition of the Liberty Farmers' Club, 
of Michigan, favoring the antioption bill-to the Committee on 
Agriculture. · 

By Mr. O'NEILL of Pennsylvania: Preamble and resolution of 
the Commercial Exchange of Philadelphia, remonstrating against 
the passage of the free-silver bill-to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. PEARSON: Memorial signed by 625 citizens of Ohio, 
setting forth the evils of indiscriminate immigration, and pray­
ing for the passage of such laws as will restrict immigration un­
der certain cond,itions, and praying for the submission to the peo­
ple of an amendment to the Constitution of the United States for 
a vote thereon, as follows: "No State shall grant the right of suf­
frage to any person not a citizen of the United States "-to the 
Select Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. PENDLETON: Petitions of Kanawha Grange, of W est 
Virginia, favoring a pure-food law, to encourage silk culture, and 
to prevent gambling in farm products-to the Committee on Agri­
culture. 

Also, petition of the same body, favoring the pure-lard -bill­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of the same body, forfree delivery of rural mails­
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of the same body, to prohibit contracts discred­
iting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

Also, five petitions of citizens o.f Marshall County, W.Va., for 
the passage of House bill401-to the Select Committee on Immi­
gration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. POST: Petition of Speedwell and Princeville Grang2s, 
lllinois, encouraging silk culture, to prevent the adulteration of 
pure food, and to prevent gambling in farm products-to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the same bodies, in favor of pure-lard law-to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of the same bodies, extending free delivery of 
rural mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Alsa, petition of the same bodies, prohibiting contracts dis­
crediting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. . 

By Mr. REED: Petit ion of President William De Witt Hyde 
and other citizens of Brunswick, Me., in favor of Senate bill234-
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SANFORD: Memorial and petition from a number of 
prominent citizens o.f Saratoga Springs, N.Y., prohibiting the 
establishment of religion by States-to the Committee on the 
Revision of the Laws. 

By Mr. SCOTT: Petition of bricklayers of Decatur, ill.-to 
the Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. SCULL: Petition o.f North Fork Grange, Pennsyl­
vama, encouraging silk culture and to prevent gambling in 
farm products-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of same body, prohibiting contracts discrediting 
legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking and Cur­
rency. 

Also, petition of the same body, favoring the passage of pure­
lard law-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of the same body, extending free delivery of 
rural mails-to the Commit tee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SMITH of illinois: Petition to House of Representa­
tives from Swanwick, ill., asking that the World's Fair at 
Chicago in 1893 be closed on the Sabbath-to the Select Com­
mittee orr the Columbian Exposition. . 

By Mr. SNODGRASS: Petition of estate of A. P. and P. H. 
Watkins, deceased, late of Hamilton County, Tenn., for refer­
ence of its case to Court of Claims under provisions of the Bow­
man act-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. TERRY (by request): Petition of Sarah J. Heron, pray­
ing that her claim for property taken by the Army during the 
late war be r eferred to the Court of Claims-to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND: Resolutions of the Wide Awake Free­
Coinage Club, of Lawson, Clear Creek, Colo., in favor of the free 
coinage of silver-to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
Measures. 

Also, petition of citizens of Cheyenne, Colo., in favor of a 
law to prevent the immigration or importation of Chinese to the 
United States-to the Select Committee on Immigration and 
Naturalization. 

Also, petitions of Altona Grange, of Colorado, favoring pure-

food law, to encourage silk culture, and to prevent gambling in 
farm products-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, a petition of the same body, favoring the pure-lard bill­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, a petition of the same body, for free delivery of rural 
mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, a petition of the same body, to prohibit contracts discred­
iting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency: 

Also, resolutions of the Wide Awake Free Coinage Club. of 
Lawson, Clear Creek Cf>unty, Colo., in favor of the free coinage of 
silver-to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. WHEELER of Alabama: Petition of Alexander Hall, 
of Madison COlmty, Ala.-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WIKE: Petitions of Walnut Grove Grange, of illinois, 
fa~oring a pure-food law and to prevent gambling. in farm prod­
ucts-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the same body, for the free delivery of rural 
mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

ByMr.WOLVERTON: Petitions of Augusta, Montour,Blooms­
burg, Hope, and Hemlock Granges, of Pennsylvania, favoring a 
pura-food law, to encourage silk culture, and to prevent gam­
bling in farm products-to the Committ-ee on Agriculture. 

Also, petitions of the same bodies, favoring the pure-lard bill­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petitions of the same .bodies, for free delivery of rural 
mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of the same body, to prohibit contracts discred­
iting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

Also, petitions of the Augusta, Montour, and Hope Granges, 
favoring a pure-food law-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: Petitions of Keystone and Starrucca 
Granges, of Pennsylvania, for free delivery of rural mails-to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of the same .bodies, to prohibit contracts dis­
crediting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. -

Also, petition of the same bodies, in. favor of the pure-lard 
bill-to the Committee on Wavs and Means. 

Also, petitions of the same ~bodies to encourage silk culture, 
and of the Keystone Grange to prevent gambling in farm prod­
ucts, and Starrucca Grange, favoring the pure-food law-to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition o.f Grange 42, Patrons of Husbandry, of Penn­
sylvania, in favor of free coinage of silver-to the Committee 
on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

SENATE. 
MoNDAY, March 14, 1892. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read and ap~ 

proved. ~ 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a memorial o.f the Woman's 
Industrial Christian Home Association of Utah Territory, remon­
strating against the action proposed by the General Assembly of 
Utah for the transfer of their building for common-school pur­
poses; which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also presented a petition of the governor and Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of Utah, relative to school section 36, 
township 23, of Utah, praying for the passage of a bill authoriz­
ing the entry of that section under the town-site act; which was 
r eferred to the Committee on Territories. 

He also presented a memorial of the Baltimore {Md.) Confer­
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, remonstrating against 
the enactment of further oppressive legislation against the Chi­
nese people, as tending to cripple missionary work in that country 
through retaliatory measures; which was referred ·to the Com­
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Indiana, praying for • 
the passage of a bill regulating speculation in fictitious farm 
products; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MITCHELL presented the petition of Ellen Huggins, of 
Newbern, N.C., praying to be allowed compensation for prop­
erty destroyed and taken by the United States Army; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the following petitions of Goshen Grange, 
Patrons of Husbandry, of Oregon: - -

Petition praying for the enactment of legislation for the en­
couragement of silk culture-referred totheCommittee onAgri­
cul ture and Forestry. 
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Petition praying for the enactment of legislation to prevent 
gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petition praying for the passage of a bill to prevent the adul­
teration of food and drugs-ordered to lie on the table. 
, Petition praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis­
tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MANDERSON presented a memorial of the Woman's In­
dustrial Christian Home Association of Utah Territory, remon­
strating against the proposition of the Legislative Assembly of 
that Territory to turn their property over to the city of Salt 
Lake for school purposes; which was referred to the Committee 
on Territories. 

Mr. SHERMAN presentedapetitionof 42citizensof Galloway, 
Ohio, praying for the adoption of an amendment to the Consti­
tution prohibiting any State from passing laws favoring any re­
ligion; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented memorials of 11 Presbyterian churches of 
Toledo, Ohio, and a memorial of Our Young People of Morn,ing 
Sun, Ohio, remonstrating against the opening of the World's 
Columbian Exposition on Sunday: which were referred to the 
Committee on the Quadro-Centennial (Select). 

He also presented a petition of Freedom Council, No. 63, Junior 
Order United American Mechanics, of Ohio, praying for the 
adoption of an amendment to the naturalization laws of the 
United States as recommended by the Judiciary Committee of 
the House of Representatives; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

He also p1•esen ted a petition of 30 citizens of Miami County, 0 hio, 
praying for the passage of what is commonly known as the But­
terworth antioption bill; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the following petitions of Margarette, New­
ark, Buck Creek, Gorham, Osborn's Corners, Weller, Sugar Creek, 
Concord, London, Sullivan, ':(renton, Plains, Montville, Ridge, 
Green Valley, Cold Spring Run, Liberty Hill, Sylvania, Grove, 
'Tallmadge, Salt Rock, 2Etna, Jackson, New Jasper, Beech Grove, 
Stiltfork, Bethel, Clay, Lafayette, and Locust Point Granges, 
Patrons of Husbandry, of Ohio: 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation for the en­
couragement of silk culture-referred to the Committee on Ag­
riculture and Forestrv. 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation to prevent 
gambling_ in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petitions praying for the passage of House bill 395, defining 
lard and imposing a tax thereon-ordered to li.e on the table. 

Petitions praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis­
tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post­
Roads. 

Petitions praying for the passage of a bill making certain is­
sues of money full legal tendel' in payment of all debts-to the 
Committee on Finance. / 

Mr. McMILLAN presented a petition of the faculty of the West­
ern. Theological Seminary of Michigan, of the Reformed (Dutch) 
Church of America and Holland, praying for the closing of the 
World's Columbian Exoosition on Sunday; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Quadro-Centennial (Select). 

He also presented the petition of J. A. Robinson and 14 other 
farmers of Calhoun County, Mich., praying for the passage of the 
Washburn bill to prevent dealing in options on farm products; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of the Detroit (Mich.) Association 
of Charities, praying for the passage of legislatio~ to carry out 
the recommendations of the President in relation to safety ap­
pliances for cars; which was referred to the Committee on Inter­
state Commerce. 

He also presented the following petitions: of Morenci, Grand 
Traverse, Silica, Windsor, Coldwater, Ypsilanti, and Plymouth 
Granges, Patrons of Husbandry, of Michigan. · 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation for the en­
couragement of silk culture-referred to the Committee on Ag­
riculture and Forestry. 

Petitions praying for the enactment of leg·islation to prevent 
gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petitions praying for the passage of House bill 395, defining 
lard and imposing a tax thereon-ordered to lie on the table. 

Petitions praying for the passage of a bill to prevent the adul­
teration of food and drugs-ordered to lie on the table. 

Petitions praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis­
tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Petitions praying for the passage of a bill making certain is­
sues of money full legal-tender in payment of all debts-to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HOAR presented a petition of vessel-owners of Boston, · 
Mass., praying for the transfer of the Revenue Cutter Service to 

_ the naval establishment; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of the Central Baptist Church of 
Middleboro, Mass., praying for a loan to the World's Columbian 
Exposition on condition that the Exposition be closed on Sunday; 
and further praying that no bill be passed by Congress to license 
liquor-dealing in Alaska; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Quadro-Centennial (Select). 

He also presented the petition of N. S. Bm·ten and 8 other 
citizens of Needham, Mass., and the petition of Rev. H. C. 
Hitchcock and sundry other citizens of Massachusetts, praying 
for a loan to the .... World's Columbian Exposition on cqndition 
that it be closed on Sunday; which were referred to the Com­
mittee on the Quadro-Centennial (Select). 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. L.A. Menken and 16 
other citizens of New York City, and the petition of Miss Emily 
A. Ward and 23 other citizens of New York City, praying for 
the enactment of legislation prohibiting the manuiacture and 
sale of garments dangerous to health; which wer~ referred to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

He aiso presented the petition of Rev. Edward U . Hardy, rep­
resenting the Boston (Mass.) Ministers' Meeting, praying for in­
creased appropriations for the education of Indians; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of J. J. Warren and other citizens 
of Worcester, Mass., and the petition of A. B. Blashfield and 100 
other citizens of New York, praying that the Secretary of War 
b "3 authorized to contra<Jt with Charles Stoughton for the com­
pletion of the Harlem River improvement, and for the construc­
tion of the Harlem Kills Canal; which were referred to the Com­
mittee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the American Ba1· Association, 
praying for a provision, at the earliest possible moment; for 
courts and a system of law in and for the Indian reservations: 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Whately, Mass.; a 
petition of citizens of Charlemont, Mass.; a petition of citizens 
of Methuen, Mass.; a petition of' citizens ..of Ashland, Mass.; a 
petition of citizens of East Bridgewater, Mass.; a petition of cit­
izens of Ipswich, Mass., and a petition of citizens of Paxton 
Mass., praying for the free delivery of mails in rural districts; 
whiQh were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post­
Roads. 

He also presented . a petition of the Southern Lumber Manu­
facturers' Association of St. Louis, Mo., praying for harbor im­
provements on the Gulf of Mexico; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of William A. Mowry and 3 
other citizens of Salem, Mass.; the petition of Anthony F. Whitin 
and 7 other citizens of Whitinsville, Mass.; the petition of George 
S. Hale and 3 other citizens of Boston, Mass.; the petition of C. 
J. Holmes and 10 other citizens of Fall River, Mass.; the petition 
of Rev. J. G. Gammonsand18othercitizensof FallRiver,Mass.; 
the petition of Mel ville M. Bigelow and 40 other citizens of Mass.; 
the petition of E. Whittlesey, of Washington, D. C.; and the 
petition of Charles C. Painter of Great Barrington, Mass., pray­
ing for the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States forbidding the States to pass laws respecting t.he 
establishment of religion; w )lich were referred to the Com mi ttea 
on the Judiciary. 

He also pre sen ted the following petitions of West Bridgewater, 
Groton, Worcester, Topsfield, Littleton, Shrewsbury, Dudley, 
Warren, Millbury, Wellesley, and Somerset Granges, Patrons 
of Husbandry, of Massachusetts: _ 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation for the en­
couragement of silk culture-referred to the Committee on Agri­
culture and Forestry. 

Petitions praying for the enactment of .legislation to prevent 
gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petitions praying for the passage of House bill 395, defining 
lard and imposing a tax thereon-ordered to lie on the table. 

Petitions praying for the passage of a bill to prevent the adul-
teration of food and drugs-ordered to lie on the table. · 

Petitions praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis­
tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Petitions praying for the passage of a bill making certain iD 
sues of money full leg·al tender in payment of all debts-to the 
Committee on Finance. \ 

Mr. SAWYER presented a petition of Rock County, Pomona 
Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, of Wisconsin, praying for the 
passage of a bill to prevent gambling in farm products; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciarv. 

He also presented a petition of Rock County,UPomonaGrange, 
Patrons of Husbandry, of Wh:consin, praying for the pa sage of 
a bill to prevent the aclulteration of food and drugs; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. • 

He also presented a petition of citizens of La Crosse, Wi ., and 
a petition of citizens of Plattville, Wis., praying for the pa ·sage 
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of an amendment to the Constitution of the United States pro­
hibiting any legislation by the States respecting an establish­
men't of religion or an appropriation of money for any sectarian 
purpose; which were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Fond DuLac, Wis., 
praying that the presentdutyupon barley be maintained; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of a farmers' meeting held in Rock 
County, Wis., praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis­
tricts; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Milwaukee (Wis.)Chamber 
of Commerce, praying for an amendment to the interstate-com­
merce law providing for a uniform bill of lading for interstate 
commerce; which was referred to the Committee on Interstate· 
Commerce. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I present the petition of W. E. Burnett 
'and 553 other citizens of New Hampshire, all voters but two, 
praying for an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States. The petitioners propose an amendment, as follows: 

No State shall pass any law respecting an establishment of religion or pro­
hibiting the free exercise thereof, or use its property or credit, or any money 
raised by taxation, or authorize either to be used, for the purpose of found­
ing, maintaining, or aiding, by appropriation, payment for services, expenses, 
or otherwise, any church, religious denomination, or religious society, or any 
institution, society, or undertaking which is wholly, or in part, under sec­
tarian or ecclesiastical control. 

The petitioners state that they believe the principles embodied 
in this amendment are essential to the security and perpetuity of 
our American institutions, and ought speedily to become a part 
of the organic law of the land. They also state that they believe 
an intelligent and unselfish patriotism, without regard to differ­
ence in religion or political faiths, demands this constitutional 
pro hi bi tion. 

I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. GALLINGER presented the following petitions of Pros­

pect, Miller, Kearsage, Silver Lake, and Rochester Granges, 
Patrons of Husbandry, of New Hampshire. 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation for the en­
couragement of silk culture-referred to the Committee on Ag­
riculture and Forestry. 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation to prevent 
gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petitions praying for the ·passage of House bill 395, defining 
lard and imposing a tax thereon-ordered to lie on the table. 

Petitions praying for the passage of a bill to prevent the adul­
teration of food and drugs-ordered to lie on the table. 

Petitions praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis­
tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Petition praying for the passage of a bill making certain issues 
of money legal tender in payment of all debts-to theCommittee 
ori Finance. : 

Mr. WILSON presented a petition of 279 citizens of Iowa, pray­
ing for the passage of an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States prohibiting any legislation by the States respect­
ing an establishment of religion or an appropriation of money 
for any sectarian purpose; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of the Young People's Society of 
Christian Endeavor of the First Presbyterian Church, of Musca­
tine, Iowa, praying that the World's Columbian Fair be closed on 
Sunday, that the sale of intoxicating liquors on the grounds be 
prohibited, and that the art department be conducted in accord­
ance with the American standard of purity in art; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Quadro-Centennia1 (Select). 

Mr. SANDERS. I present two petitions, one from Lodi 
Grange, No. 92, Patrons of Husbandry, State unnamed and un­
known, and one from John H. Wallace and 100 other citizens of 
the State of Washington, praying for the relief of settlers upon 
the odd-numbered sections of the public domain that were here­
tofore granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, and 
have since been forfeited. I move that the petitions be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 

of Minneapolis, Minn., praying for the adoption of certain amend­
ments to the interstate-commerce law; which was referred to the 
Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the following petitions of London­
derry, Prospect, Candia, Tuftonboro, and Crown Point Granges, 
Patrons of Husbandry, of New Hampshire: 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation for the en­
couragement of silk culture-referred to the Committee on Agri­
culture and Forestry_ 

:XXIII-128 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legiElation to prevent 
gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petitions praying for the passage of House bill 395, defining 
lard and imposing a tax thereon-ordered to lie on the table. 

Petitions praying for the passage of a bill to prevent the adul­
teration of food and drugs-ordered to lie on the table. 

Petitions praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis­
tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Petitions praying for the passag·e of a bill making certain is­
sues of money full legal tender in payment of all debts-to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PLATT. I present a memorial of the Choctaw Nation, 
relative to the President's message, dated February 17, 1892, and 
referring to the title of the Choctaw Nation in the Arapahoe 
country. I ask that the memorial be printed as a document. 
The memorials from the other tribes have been presented and 
printed as documents, and this is the Choctaw contention, which 
I ask may also be printed and referred to the Committee on In­
dian Affairs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered in the absence 
of objection. 

Mr. PLATT presented a petition of Hobbie Post, No. 23, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Connecticut, praying for further legis­
lation to provide for the marking of battle lines at Gettysburg, 
Pa.; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PADDOCK presented the petition of George H. Mowry 
and 22 other citizens of Ashland County, Ohio; the petition of H. 
T. Hermansen and 13 other citizens of Howard County, Nebr.; 
the petition of :Niels Nielson and 44 other citizens of Howard 
County, Nebr., and the petition of F. A. Jackson and 7 other 
citizens of Hayes County, Nebr.,praying for the passage of what 
are known as the Washburn-Hatch antioption bills, regulating 
speculation in fictitious farm products; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of Walter M. Seeley, secretary of 
the Republican State committee of Nebraska, praying for the 
enactment of a law for the reclassification of the Railway Mail 
Service; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads-

He also presented the petition of W. H. Grant and 8 other citi­
zens of Hayes County, Nebr., praying for the enactment of leg­
islation for the free delivery and collection of mails for country 
districts; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the.petition of W. L. Porter and 8 other 
citizens of Hayes County, Nebr_, praying for the passage of the 
so-called Conger lard bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petitionofW. L. Porter and 7 other citi­
zens of Hayes County, Nebr., praying for the passage of the so­
called Butterworth antioption bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judieiary. 

He also presented a petition of 40 members of the Sidney 
(Nebr.) Garrison, No. 33, of the Regular Army and Navy Union 
of America, praying for the passage of the twenty-five-year re­
tirementM>ill for enlisted men of the Army and Navy and Marine 
Corps; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented a memorial of the Woman'sChristianHome 
Association of Utah Territory, officially signed, remonstrating 
against the petition of the present Legislative Assembly of that 
Territory, praying Congress to turn over the Industrial Home 
Building for the use of the common-school system of Salt Lake 
City; which was referred to the Committee on Ter1·itories. 

Mr. PETTIGREW presented the memorial of F.·L. Stone and 
25 other citizens of Clark County, S.Dak.; the memorial of G. 
H. Carner and 42 other citizens of Spink County, S.Dak.; the 
memorial of D. W. Dorchester and 93 other citizens of Kings­
bury County, S.Dak.; the memorial of F.A. Cornelland23other 
citizens of Davison County, S. Dak.; the memorial of EvanT. 
Grof and 87 other citizens of Potter County, S.Dak.; the me­
morial of H. S. Murphy and 68other citizens of Brookings County, 
S.Dak.; the memorial of A.M. Lawrence and 47 other citizens 
of Faulk County, S.Dak.; the memorial of J. E. Smith and 38 
other citizens of Lake County, S.Dak.; and the memorial of C. 
K. Heff and 121 other citizens of Brown County, S.Dak., re­
monstrating against any change in the duty on berley; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Thomas Fountain and 40 other 
citizens of Moody County, S.Dak., and the petition of Q_ C_ Van­
derpool and 50 other citizens of Campbell County, S.Dak. , pray­
ing for the passage of legislation to prevent dealing in options on 
farm products; which were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WARREN presented the petition of Charles Belamy and 
86 other citizens of Albany County, Wyo., and the petition of C. 
D. Cazier and 132 other citizens of Uinta County, Wyo., praying 
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for the ceding of certain public lands to the States for purposes · He also presented the petition of Z. M. Patterson, and 28 other 
of irrigation and reclamation; which were referred to the Com- citizens of Sunny Side, Ga.~ praying for the passage of wh tare 
mittee on Irrigation and Reclamation of Arid Lands. known as the Washburn-Hatch an.tioption bills! which was re-

He also presented a memorial of the Southern Lumber Manu- ferred to the Committee on the .Judiciary 
facturers' Association, of St. Louis, Mo., remonstrating against Mr. COKE presented apetitionoicitizenso:f Robertson Coun.ty, 
placing lumber on the free list, and praying for the improvement Tex., praying for the passage of the Washburn-Hatch antioption 
of Gulf coast harbors; which was referred to the Committee on bills; which was referred to the Committ..ee on the Judiciary. 
Finance. Mr. FAULKNER presented thefollo~ petitions of Kanawha 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of Benjamin C. Warren Granget Patrons of Husbandry, of West VIrginia: 
and other citizens, of Sheffield, Mass., praying for the passage Petition praying for the enactment of legislation for the en­
of an amendment to the Constitution of the United States pro- couragement of silk culture-referred to the Committee on Ag­
hibiting legislation by the States respecting an establishment riculture and Forestry. 
of religion or an appropriation of money for any sectarian purpose; P etition praying for the enactment of ·legislation. to prevent 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of citizens of La Salle, Ill., Petition praying for the passage of House bill395, defining lard 
praying for the passage of an amendment to the Constitution and imposing a tax thereon-ordered to lie on the taa.le. 
of the United States prohibiting any legislation by the States Petition praying for the passage of a bill to p:revent the a.dul-
respecting an establishment of religion or an appropriation of teration ol food and drugs-ordered to lie on the table. 
money for anysectarian purpose; which was referred to the Com- Petition praying for the free delivery o1 mails in rural dis-
mittee on the Judiciary. tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roa.U.S.. 

He also presented a petition of the Ch_icago (TIL) Freight Bu- Petition praying for the passage of a. bill making certain issues 
reau, praying for an amendment to the interstate-commerce law of money full legal tender in paymen\ of all debts-to the. Com­
rendering corporations liable to indictment, that the report ~d mittee on Finance. 
findings of the Interstate Commerce Commission shall have ilie Mr. BLODGETTpresentedthepetitionofM.aria .Jane Vaughn, 
force and weight of a report of a master in chancery in Federal guardian of James Rouan Herbert,. whose father was William 
courts, and that the Commission be empowered to employ com- Herbert, late of the Fourth Regiment, Ne J"ersey Infantry, 
petent and permanent counsel to assist in the enforcement of the praying for a pension; which was referred to the Commttea on 
act; which was referred to the Committee on Interstate Com- Pensions. 
merce. He also prasented the ::eetition of R... Edward Mount and 21 

Hs also presented a memorial of citizens of illinois, remon- other citizens of Dennisville, N. J., praying that the World's 
strating against the passage of what are known as theW ashburn- Columbian Fair be closed on Sunday; hich was referred to the 
Hatch antioption bills; which was referred to the Committee on Committee on the Qua.dro-Centennia.l (Select). 
the Judiciary. Mr. KYLE presented a petition of citizens of De Grey) S. Dak:., 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of Portland, Oregon, praying for the passage of what are known as the Bniterworth­
remonstrating against the passage of the bill providing for the Washburn-Hatch antioption bills; which was referred to the 
legalization of saloon-keeping in Alaska; which was referred to Committee on the Judiciary. 
the Committee on Territories. He a.lso presented a petition of citizens of De Grey~ S. Dak., 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Swan wick, TIL, pray- praying for the passage of the Paddock pure-food bill; which a.s 
ing for the closing of the World's Columbian Fair on Sunday; ordered to lie on the table. · 
which was referred to the Committee on the Quadro-Centennial Mr. PALMER presented the following petitions. of Center 
(Select). y Prairie and Trivoli Granges, Patrons of Husbandry1 of Illinois~ 

He also presented the following petitions of Villa Ridge Petition praying for the enactment of legislation fo:r the en-
Grange, 'Patrons of Husbandry r of Illinois: com·agement of silk culture-referred to the Committee on Ag-

Petition praying for the enactment of legislation for the en- riculture and Forestry. 
couragement ol silk culture-referred ~o the Committee on Agri- Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation to prevent 
culture and Forestry. gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petition praying for the enactment of legislation to prevent Petitions praying for the passage of House bill 395, de.fining 
gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. lard and imposing a ta.x. thereon-ordered to lie on the t&ble. 

Petition praying for the passage of House bill395, defining lard Petition praying for the passage of a bill to prevent the adul-
and imposing a tax thereon-ordered to lie on the table. t~ra.tion of food and drugs-ordered to lie on the tal,)le. 

Petition praying for the passage of a l>ill to prevent the.adul- . Petitions praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis-
teration of food and drugs-ordered to lie on the table. tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-

Petition praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis- Roads. 
tricts:_referred totheCommitteeonPost-Offices-a.ndPost-Roads. Petition praying .for the pa...c::sageof abillmakingcertain issues 

Mr. McPHERSON presented the following petitions of Cald- of money full legal tender in payment of all debts-to the Com­
well, Livingston, Hopewell, and Sergeantsville Granges, Patrons mittee on Finance. 
of Husbandry, of New Jersey: Mr. VILAS presented a petition of theChambero! Commerce 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation for the en- of Milwaukee, WlS., praying for the passage of a uniform bill of 
courao-ement of silk culture-referred to the Committee on Agri- lading; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
cultu:e and Forestry. · Mr. PERKINS ·presented a petitiOn. of the Western Miami 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation to prevent tribal Indians residing in the Indian Territory praying to be 
gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. granted an interest of 4. per cent per annum upon their share of 

Petitions praying for the passage of House bill 395, defining the principal provided for by act of March 3, 1891, directing the 
lard and imposing a tax thereon-ordered to lie on the table. payment of certain sums of money tosaidlndiansfortheirlands; 

Petitions praying for the passage of a. bill to prevent the adul- which was referre(i to the Committee on Indian .Affairs. 
teration of food and drugs-ordered to lie on the table. He also presente'd a petition of the Young People's Society of 

Petitions praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis- Christian Endeavor of Beloit Kans..~ praying for the passage of 
tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. legislation prohibiting the exportation oi alcoholic liquors; whieh 

Petitions praying for the passage of a bill making certain is- was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
sues of money full legal tender in payment of all debts-to the J1_e also presented the petitionof WilliamK. Tubman, praying 
Committee on Finance. for the passage of certain legislation relative to the infringement 

Mr. BUTLER presented a petition of the city council of Charles- oi his letters patent for a railway car; which was referred to the 
ton, S.C., praying for the completion of the improvements of the Committee on Patents. 
channel at Savannah, Ga.; which was referred to the Committee Mr. HALE. I present a memorial of the Commission of Sea 
on Commerce. and Shore Fisheries of the State of Maine, remonstrating ~CF&inst 

He also presented a letter of Smythe & Lee, attorneys, of the passage of House bill 5030~ providing for the use of purse 
Charle~ton, S. C., transmitting a memorial of the Charleston seines in the menhaden and mackerel fisherie contrary to State 
Chamber oi Commerce, remonstrating against the passage of the laws. I move that the memorial be printed as a document and 
bill abolishing compulsory pilotage; which,with the accompany- referred to the Committee on Fisher ies. 
ing memorial, were referred to the Committee on Commerce. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLQIDTT presentedapetitionofcitizens ofBainbridge, Mr. HALE presented a memorial of the Womans Industrial 
Ga., praying for the passage of an amendment to the Constitu- Christian Home Association of Utah TeMitory~ remonstrating 
tion of the United States prohibiting any legislation by the against any interference with the ork of the association or its 
States respecting an establishment of religion or an appropria- buildings in Salt Lake City; which was r eferred to the Commit­
tion of money for an.y sectarian purpose; which was referred to tee en Territories. 
theCommittee on the Judiciary. He also presented the memorial of Charles R. Hale and othel." 
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citizens of Davenport, Iowa, remonstrating against the passage 
of Senate bill 362 providing for the removal of the Southern Ute 
Indians from their present reservation in Colorado; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also presented the following petitions of Valley, Naples, 
Rural, Pembr9ke, Cushnoc, and Mount Etna Granges, Patrons 
of Husbandry, of Maine: 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation for the en­
couragement of silk culture-referred to the CommitteeonAgri­
culture and Forestry. 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation to prevent 
gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petitions praying for the passage of House bill 395, defining lard 
and imposing a tax thereon-ordered to.lie on the table. 

Petitions praying for the passage of a bill to prevent the adul­
teration of food and drugs-ordered to lie on the table. 

Petitions praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis­
tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Petitions praying for the passage of a. bill making certain is­
sues of money full legal tender in payment of all debts-to the 
Committee on Finance. • 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas presented a petition of citizens of 
Woodruff County, Ark., '{>raying for the passage of the Wash­
burn-Hatch antioption bills; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TURPIE presented a petition of the Indiana Millers' As­
sociation, praying for the passage of legislation to prevent for­
eign discrimination against American flour in favor of the raw 
material; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented a petition of the Ohio Millers' As­
sociation, praying for the passage of a. bill to prevent dealing in 
·'options" and "futures;" which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a memorial of Carnes Post, No. 374, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Dunlap, Mo., remonstrating against 
the passa_ge of any bill providing for- the free coinage of silver; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition signed by 22 farmers, citizens of 
Fredricktown,.Mo., praying for the passage of the Washburn­
Hatch a.ntioptlC)n bills; w)lich was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. DANIEL presented the following petitions of Pungoteague 
and Friendly Grove Granges, Patrons of Husbandry, of Virginia: 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation fnr the en­
couragement of silk culture-referred to the Committee on Ag­
riculture and Forestry. 

Petitions praying for the enactment of legislation to prevent 
gambling in farm products-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Petitions praying for the passage of House bill 395, defining 
lard and imposing a tax thereon-ordered to lie .on the table. 

Petitions praying for the passage of a. bill to prevent the adul­
teration of food and drugs-ordered to lie on the table. 

Petitions praying for the free delivery of mails in rural dis­
tricts-referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Petition praying for the passage of a bill making certain issues 
of money full legal tender in payment of all debts-to the Com-
mittee on Finance. · 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DOLPH. I call the attention of the chairman of the Com­

mittee on Appropriations [Mr. ALLisoN] to a report that I am 
about to make. 

The Secretary of the Interior has transmitted to the Commit­
tee on PulJlic Lands some voluminous reports and correspond­
ence concerning the establishment of a permanent. Government 
post on Rainy Lake River, Minnesota, for the purpose of pre­
venting the unlawful cutting of timber from the public lands in 
Northern Minnesota and the shipment of the same to the numer­
ous sawmills located in Canada. He transmits a copy of a letter, 
dated the 15th instant, from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, together with his letter of instructions to the Com­
missioner and also a report of Special Agent De Lambert, and 
he desires an appropriation of $11,000 to establish the post. 

The Committee on .Public Lands has und~r consideration a 
proposition for some uniform provision in regard to the preser­
vation of the timber upon the public lands, but whether we shall 
be able to come to a conclusion and report any adequate meas­
ure at the present session I am not advised. All th~t the com­
mittee could do in this matter would be to report an amendment 
to some appropriation bill. It appeared to the committee that 
the matter for consideration being the request of the head of a 
Department 5.t is a subject for the Committee on Appropriations 
rather than the Committee on Public Lands. I will state, how­
ever 1 that the Committee on Public Lands would be very much 
disposed, as far as its recommendation goes, to recommend any­
thing that is asked by the head of the Department for the pro­
tection of the public timber. 

Mr. ALLISON. The papers seem to be somewhat voluminous. 
I hope the Senator will have them printed for the consideration 
of the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. DOLPH. Yes , let the papers be printed as a. document. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no objection the Com­

mittee on Public Lands will be discharged from the further con­
sideration of the papers, and they will be r eferred to the Com­
mittee on Appropriations and printed as a document. It is so 
ordered. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 3927) to amend " An act to provide 
for the performance of the duties of the office of President in 
case of the removal, death, resignation, or inability both of the 
President and Vice-President," approved January 19, 1886, re­
ported it without amendment. 

COURTS AT CUMBERLAND, MD. 

Mr. VEST. I am instructed by the Committee on the Judi­
ciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5755 ) to provide for 
terms of the United States circuit and district cou.rtsatCumber­
land, Md., to report it back favorably without amendment, and, 
at the request of the Senator fromMaryland[Mr. GORMAN], who 
is detained from the Senate this morning, I ask for its immediate 
consideration. It is a mere formal matter, establishing new 
terms of the United States courts, and as one of the courts is to 
be held in May it is important that the bill should be passed now 
if at all. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, or­
dered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I am directed by the Committee on the 
Quadro-Centennial (Select), to whom was referred the joint reso­
lution (S. R. 44) authorizing the Librarian of Congress to ex­
hibit certain documents at the World's Columbian .Exposition, 
to report it without amendment, and I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate immediately consider the same. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read 
for information. 

The Chief Clerk read the joint resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, etc., That the Librarian of Congress be, and he hereby is, author­

ized to exhibit at the World's Columbian Exposition such books, papers, 
documents, and other articles !rom the library of Congress as may relate to 
Christopher Columbus. and the discovery and early history ot America. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the joint resolution? 

There being no objection, the joint resolution was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. · 

The jointresolution was reported to the Senatewithoutamend­
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I am also instructed by the Committee 
on the Quadro-Centennial {Select), to whom was referred the 
joint resolution (S. R. 42) extending an invitation to the King 
and Queen of Spain and the descendants of Columbus to partici­
pate in the World's Columbian Exposition, to report it favora­
bly with amendments, and I ask unanimous consent for its imme-
diate consideration. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read 
for information. 

The Chief Clerk read the joint resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, etc., That the President of the United Sta.t.es be, and he hereby is, 

authorized and requested to extend to His Majesty Alfonso XIII, to Her Maj­
esty the Queen Regent of Spain, and to the living descendants of Christopher 
Columtms an invitation to att-end the opening ceremonies of the World's 
Columbian Exposition as the guests of the Government and people of the 
United States; that under his direction the Secretary of State sha.ll make 
suitable arrangements for their reception and entertainment, and that a 
sufficient sum to pay the expenses thereof is hereby appropriated, out of any 
moneys 1n the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the same to be ex­
pended under the direction or the Secretary of State according to the provi­
sions of section 291 of the Revised Statutes. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let that go over. 
Mr. SHERMAN. There is an amendment. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be stated if 

there be no objection. 
Mr. COCKRELL. I object to the present consideration of the 

joint resolution, as it has just been reported. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I think if the Senator will let .the amend­

ment be read there will be no objection to its passage. 
Mr. COCKRELL. If we are going to invite the whole King­

dom of Spain, let us make provision for it. That is the way the 
joint resolution reads, and I thought I should like to look at it 
before we invited all Spain over here and prepared to entertain 
them and take care of them during the_time they were here. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is but right to say that the committee to 
whom this joint resolution was referred struck out all of the a.p-
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propriation, and as reported it is a simple authority to the Presi­
dent to invite certain persons. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the amendments be read, then. I 
shall reserve my right to object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendments of the commit tee 

will be stated. 
Mr. COCKRELL. And then let the joint resolution be read 

as 1t will stand if the amendments are agreed to. In that way 
we can understand it. 

The CHIEF CLERK. In line 9, after the word" States," insert 
the word "and," and in line 11, after the word "entertainment," 
strike out the remainder of the joint resolution, the words to be 
stricken out being as follows: 
and that a. suftl.cient sum to pay the expenses thereof is hereby appropriated, 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, t~e same to 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary of State, according to the 
provisions o.f section 291 of the Revised Statut es. 

So as to maJ:re the joint resolution read: 
Resolved, etc., That the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, 

authorized and requested to extend to His Majesty Alfonso XIII, to Her 
Maje ty the Queen Regent of Spain, and to the living descendants of Chris­
topher Columbus, an invitation to attend the opening ceremonies of the 
World's Columbian Exposition as the guests of the Government and people 
of the United States; and that under bis direction the Secretary of State 
shall make suitable arrangements for their reception and entertainment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the joint resolution? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I shall object to it until I have some in­
formation about the number of living descendants of Christopher 
Columbus. It might embrace half of Spain. Let the joint reso­
lution go on the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection being made, the join.t 
resolution will be placed on the Calendar; 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I am directed by the Committee on the 
Quadro-Centennial (Select), to whom was referred the joint reso­
lution (S. R. 43) requesting the loan of certain articles for the 
World's Columbian Exposition, to report it back favorably with 
amendments, and I ask unanimous consent for its immediate con­
sideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read 
for information. 

The Chief Clerk read the joint resolution. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Let the amendments be stated. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendments will be read. 
The CHIEF CLERK. In line 8, . before "articles," strike out 

" the" and insert "any; " in line 13, after the word "recepti~n,." 
insert the word "transportation," and after the word "exhibl­
tion" insert the word " safekeeping; " in line 15, -after the word 
" transportation" and after the semicolon, insert the word 
"and·" and in line 17, after the word" protection," strike out 
the r~mainder of the joint resolution, in the following words: 

.And that a sum of mouey suftl.cient to pay the expenses attending the re­
ception and entertainment of these guests shall be appropriated out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the same to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of State, according to the provisions of 
section 291 of the Revised Statutes. 

Mr. HALE. I ask the Senator who has reported the joint 
resolution whether the amendments, which I could not hear as 
they were read, in any way fix a limit to the appropriation? 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is to be no appropriation made. 
Mr. HALE. The appropriation is entirely stricken out? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The lastamendmentistostrikeout 

the appropriation. 
Mr. HALE. I could not understand that. That entirely an-

swers my question; -
Mr. COCKRELL. Is all that part in regard to an indefinite 

sum stricken out and no provision made for sending a war vessel 
over there to bring the articles over? Is that all stricken out? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be again 
read. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let it be read as it will be if the amend­
ments are agreed to. 

The CHIEF CLERK. As proposed to be amended the joint reso­
lution would read: 

Resolved, etc., That the President be, and he hereby is, authorized to request 
of the Government of Her Majesty the Queen Regent of Spain, of the muni­
cipal government of Genoa, of the Duke of Veragua, the descendant of Co­
lumbus and of such other persons or corporations as may be thought proper, 
the loan of any articles, papers, books, maps, documents, and other relics of 
Christopher Columbus and those who were associated with him or with the 
discovery and early sett lement of America, for exhibition at the World's Co­
lumbian Exposition; that the Secretary of State sh.all make such provision 
as may be necessary for their reception, transportation, exhibition, safe­
keeping, and return; that the Secretary of the Navy shall be authorized, if 
necessary to detail one or more vessels for their transportation and that 
the Secretary of War shall detail whatever military guard may be necessary 
for the~are and protectioR. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That car1·ies a. necessary appropriation or 
a-n obligation to appropriate the money. 

Mr. HALE. It leaves the question of appropriation to some 
future time. It has got to be done at some time. -
· Mr. COCKRELL. It virtually does that. I do·not think the 

condition of the Treasury justifies the appropriation of indefinite 
sums of money at this time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am a member of the committee of which 
my friend here [Mr. PETTIGREW] is the chairman, and I rriay speak 
the general sentiment of the whole committee upon this subject. 
There are three or four measures of this character prepared by 
the Secretary of State, and they were prepared in pursuance of 
existing law, which contemplates the participation of foreign 
governments in the exhibition at Chicago. These joint resolu­
tions were prepared by the Secretary of State and sent to us, and 
in substance, if we intend to carry out the objects of the law, we 
have to pass them. But the Committee on the Quadro-Centen­
nial thought it was not wise to make any indefinite appropria­
tion. I am one of those who think that no appropriations ought 
to be made without some limit, and all the members of the com­
mittee concurred in that idea. 

There is no doubt that we are already committed to every one 
of the objects proposed in the \hree joint resolutions, and all 
that it is necessary now to do is to make the appropriation. But 
instead of making indefinite appropriations of this character, it 
was thought better to strike out all appropriations and simply 
leave to the Secretary of State the execution of this duty accord­
ing to the law, and then separate items of appropriation will be 
sent to the Committee on Appropriations, which will be re­
ported, I understand, by the chairman of the committee to-day, 
making a general appropriation to carry these various laws or 
joint resolutions into effect. The Senator from Missouri, who is 
a member of the Committee on Appropriations, and other Sena­
tors can see how much ought to be allowed and what limit should 
be put upon the appropriations. Thatis theproperway. When 
we send an invitation ·we do not want to appropriate the m oney 
to pay for the expense of it. We send the invitations and then 
we make the appropriation. This is for the loan of certain ar­
ticles which may be of great interest to the people 'Of the United 
States. The loan is already offered to us, and the question is 
whether we shall accept the loan of many articles connected 
with the history of Christopher Columbus. . 

Mr. COCKRELL. Will the Senator permit me a question? 
Do I understand the Senator to say that under existing law we 
are already pledged to do this? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, not to do these particular things, but 
we are pledged to invite the cooperation of other nations in mak­
ing the Exposition a success. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That is all. true, but--
Mr. SHERMAN. These are specific items which in the opin­

ion of the Secretary of State it would be proper to do. He is not 
authorized to make specific invitations of particular persons. 
The Senator objected to the form of one joint resolution, that we 
invited all the descendants of Columbus. Of course, the Presi­
dent will not extend it iD. an indefinite way to all the present de­
scendants of Columbus; he will only inv1te such as he thinks 
proper, and there is but one person living that I know of who is 
the recognized and acknowledged descendant of Christopher 
Columbus, and that is the Duke of V eragua. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Then name him. ' 
Mr. PETTIGREW. The joint resolution does name him. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It does name him. 
Mr. COCKRELL. "And the living descendants of Christo­

pher Columbus." That is in the joint resolution. Strike that 
out, and I have no objection to the joint resolution. But the 
point is this: The Senator, as I understood him, said we were 
practically pledged to this matter in pursuance of existing law, 
and we ought to carry it out. If we let these joint resolutions 
pass, then it will be said the Appropriations Committee has no 
discretion; that we have already enacted the law, and the Ap­
propriations Committee must make the necessary appropriation, 
whatever it may be, to carry out the existing law. I think we 
ought to consider before we go that far. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The law to which I refer directs the Prasi­
dent of the United States to invite all nations to :participate in 
this celebration. It did not define the precise participation that 
was expected; it left that to the Executive authority; and now 
the Secretary of State, in the pe1·formanceof this duty, asks prac­
tically the Congress of the United States to define more specific­
ally the nature of this broad invitation. One of the joint reso­
lutions provides for an invitation to the Empress of Spain, and 
the Duke of Veragua, and also the King of Italy, perhaps; I do 
not know precisely who are specified; but at any rate he is to in­
vite those specifically and make proper :provision for their com­
ing here, leaving the amount of appropr1ation to be expended to 
be determined by the very careful Committee on Appropriations, 
which will have charge of the wholematter. The Committea on 
the Quadro-Centennial thought their duties were performed when 
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they defined the nature of these invitations, the extent to which 
they should go, and the authority to borrow articles of great in­
terest to the people of the United States. It is a mere loan from 
persons who regard the articles as almost priceless treasures, and 
the question of appropriation and how far it should be limited, 
whether it should be $1,000 or $100,000, is all left to the~ Commit­
tee on Appropriations. 

Mr. COCKRELL. By having the joint resolution printed we 
can judge of it with a great deal more accuracy, and there is 
plenty of time during the remainder of the week. It must there-
fore go over. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be placed 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I am instructed by the Committee on the 
Qua.dro-Centennial (Select), to whom was referred the joint r eso­
lution (S. R. 41) extending an invitation to the Presidents of the 
American Republics and the governors of A"'D.erican colonies to 
participate in the World's Columbian Exposition, to report it back 
favorably with an amendment. I shall not ask its consideration 
at this time. 

I will state that the committee in considering these joint reso­
lutions struck out all the appropriations, because it was objected 
that no appropriation should be made without a limit being fixed 
upon it. We thought as we were inviting people to be our guests 
it would not look well to tell them in advance just how much 
money we were going to spend to entertain them, and that we 
would allow the particular item to be provided for in some regu­
lar appropriation bill without ca.llin~ too much attention to it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The jomt resolution will be placed 
on the Calendar. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. T. 0. 

TOWLES, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 

A bill (H. R.1216)for the relief of the First Methodist Church, 
· in the city of Jackson, Tenn.; 

· A bill (H. R. 2576) for the relief of the estate of Andrew J. 
Duncan, deceased; and ~ 

A bill (H. R. 3885) to increase the pension of George R. Allen. 
The message also announced that the House had disagreed to 

the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6876) to provide 
for certain of the most urgent deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1892, asked a conference with the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. SAYERS, 
Mr. HOLMAN, and Mr. DINGLEY managers at the conference on 
the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had appointed 
Mr. RICHARDSON, Mr. McKAIG, and Mr. BRODERICK, managers 
on the part of the House at the conferences on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the 
following concurrent resolutions of the House: 

Resolution to print the eulogies delivered in Congress upon 
Hon. Leonidas C. Houk, late a Representative from the State of 
Tennessee; and 

Resolution to print the eulogies delivered in Congress upon 
Hon. W. H. F. Lee, late a Representative from the ~tate of Vir­
ginia. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
The message also announced that the Speaker of the House 

bad signed the enrolled bill {H. R. 6836) making appropriations 
to supply a deficiency in the Department of Agriculture, and for 
other purposes; and it was thereon signed by the Vice-Presi­
dent. 

URGENT DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATIONS. 
Mr. HALE. I ask that the urgent deficiency appropriation 

bill, ·which has just come over from the House of Representatives, 
may be laid before the Senate with the request of the House for a 
conference. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays b3fore the Senate 
the action of the House of Representatives on the bill (H. R. 687 6) 
to provide for certain of the most urgent deficiencies in the ap­
propriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30,1892, disagree~g to the amendments of the Sen­
ate to the bill and asking for a committee of conference thereon. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate insists on its amend­
ments, and agree to the request of the House for a conference. 

The motion was agreed to. 
By unanimous consent the Vice-President was autherized to 

appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Mr.-HALE, 
Mr. ALLISON, and Mr. COCKRELL were appointed. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
Mr. DOLPH. On the last business day of the session the Sen­

ator from · Idaho [Mr. SHOUP] introduced a bill (S. 2562) to pro-

vide for the examirJ.ation and ciassification of certain mineral 
lands in the States of Montana and Idaho, which was referred to 
the Committee on Mines and Mining. Looking at the bill I 
·think the subject-matter should go to the Committee on Public 
Lands, as the Committee on Public Lands have already jurisdic­
tion of a bill introduced by the Senator from Montana on the 
same subject. I understand that the Senator who introduced 
this bill is willing that the reference shall be changed. It should 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and I therefore 
ask that that be done. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That change of reference will be 
made in the absence of objection. The Chair hears no objection. 

BILLS J;NTRODUCED. 

Mr. BLACKBURN introduced a bill (S. 2569) for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Thomas L. Alexander; which was 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. CARLISLE introduced a bill (S. 2570) toincreasethepen­
sion of Margaret E. Merrill; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. · 

Mr. BUTLER introduced a bill (S. 2571) to amend section 19 
of an act entitled "An ~tto regulate commerce," approved Feb­
ruary 4, 1887; whiGh was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Interstate Commerce. "" 

Mr. FAULKNER introduced a bill (S. 2572) to carry out the 
findings of the Court of Claims in the case of Henry T. Woody; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. HOAR introduced a bill (S. 2573) for the relief of Albert 
J. Pratt, administrator; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ALLISON introduced a bill (S. 2574) to. promote the safety 
of railway employes and tr:avelers and requiring common car­
riers engaged in interstate commerce to equip their cars with 
automatic couplers of a standard uniform type and continuous 
train brakes and their locomotives with :{lower brakes, and for 
other purposes; which was 1read twice by 1ts title. · 

Mr. ALLISON. I wish to say that this bill has been prepared 
by a committee of railway State commissions, of which Mr. Spen­
cer Smith of my State was chairman, and I expect that it is a 
valuable contribution to the general subject. I move that the 
bill be referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. McMILLANintroduced a bill (S. 2575) to provide for the 

sale of certain lots in the District of Columbia; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. . 

Mr. SANDERS introduced a bill (S. 2576) for the relief of C. 
L. Coder; which was read twice by its title, and refe red to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ALLEN. For the Senator from Minnesota[Mr. DAVIS], 
who is necessarily called from the Chamber, I introduce a bill. 

The bill (S. 2577) for the relief of tne legal represeni:atives of 
Jacob H. Smyser was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. . 

Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill (S. 2578) granting the use of cer­
tain land in Walla Walla County, State of Washington, to the 
city of Walla Walla, for the purposes of a public park; which was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. ALLEN. In connection with this bill I wish to present 
the memorial of the city council of the city of Walla Walla, signed 
by Ron. John L. Roberts, mayor, praying for the passage of this 
bill; also, a like memorial signed by Ron. Thomas H. Brents, 
ex-Delegate in Congress, Ron. George T. Thompson, State sen­
ator , Ron S.C. Wingard, late justice of the supreme court, W. 
H. Upton, judge of the superior court of 'Washington, and 150 
others of Walla Walla, to like effect. I accompany the bill with 
a map· also. I move that these petitions and the map accom­
panying t.he bill be referred to . the Committee on Military Af­
fairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 
::VIr. CHANDLER introduced a bill (S. 2579) for the final set­

tlement of the claims of the State of New Hampshire for there­
imbursement of national bounties advanced to recruits mustered 
into the service of the United States under the President's call 
of October, 1863; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DIXON introduced a bill (S. 2580) granting a pension to 
H enry A. Frink; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (S. 2581) granting an increase 
of pension t{) Mary A. Curtiss; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. COKE (by request) introduced a bill (S. 2582) to provide 
for an inspector of mines in the Indian Territory, and for other 
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purposes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Select Committee on the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians. 

Mr. MITCHELL introduced a bill ·(s. 2583) for the relief of 
William J. Murtagh, late proprietor of theNationalRepublican, 
of Washington, D. C.; which was read twice by its title, andre­
ferred to the Committee on Claims-. 

Mr. WHITE introduced a bill (S. 2584) to remove the charge 
of desertion standing against the name of .John L. Arms; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

, Military Affairs. 
Mr. BLODGETT introduced a bill (S. 2585) granting a pension 

to Jacob Dissenger; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
theaccompanyingpapers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DANIEL introduced a bill (S. 2586) to reimburse George 
C. 'l.'anner, late consul, etc., the sum oi $200, paid by him for rent 
of rooms; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac­
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Clairus. 

Mr. HIGGINS introduced a bill (S. 2587) to grant a pension to 
Emily T. McMurtrie; which was read twice "hy its title, and, 
with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. PERKINS introduced a bill (S. 2588) granting an honor­
able d.ischarge to Henry W. Curtis; which was read twice by its 
title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill ( S. 2589) for the relief of Francis Scala; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 2590) granting a pension to Clara 
B. Hoyt; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 2591) to relieve .John Davis 
of the charge of desertion and to grant him an honorable dis­

. charge; which was read twice by its title, and referred . to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. ' 

HON. THOMAS J. ROBERTSON. 

Mr. BUTLER submitted the following resolution; which, with 
the accompanying brief, was referred to the Committee on Priv­
ileges and Elections: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be, and is hereby, authorized and directed to 
pay to Hon. Thomas J. Robertson, late a Senator from South Carolina, $--, 
the amount due him as Senator in the Fortieth Congress from the 4th o! 
March, 1867, until he was paid; said payment to be made !rom the miscella­
neous items of the contingent fund o! the Senate. 

STATUE OF GEN. JOHN PATTERSON. 

Mr. DAWES submitted the following; which was read: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed to inquire int o 

the expediency of giving permission to the descendants of Gen. John Patter­
son, o! the Revolut1onary army, to place in the Capitol at their own expense 
a statue of him; and that said committee indicate the character and location 
of the same. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish to say, in asking for the consideration 
of the resolution at this time, that Gen. Patterson rendered con­
spicuous service in the Revolutionary war at the battle of 
Bunker-Hill, at the siege of Boston, and at Ticonderoga, and 
amon~ other things was one of the court-matial that tried Maj. 
Andre. I have caused to be prepared a sketch of his military 
services, which I will a.sk to have referred to the committee if 
the Senate shall adopt the resolution. His descendants now 
propose, with the permission of Congress, to place in the Capi­
tol, at their own expense, if that be proper, a statue of Gen. 
Patterson, under the direction of the Committee on the Library. 

I hope there will be no objection to the adoption of the resolu-
tion. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the resolution be again read. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be again read. 
The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present 

consideration of the resolution? · 
Mr. COCKRELL. I fear that might be forestalling the com­

mittee by requiring them before they had passed upon the pro­
priety of receiving the statute to designate a location for it. 

Mr. DAWES. They are only to inquire into the expediency 
of it. The resolution only gives them jurisdiction. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the last part of the resolution be again 
read. I think the resolution goes further than that. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The r asolutwn will be again read. 
The Chief Clerk again read the resolution. 
Mr. DAWES. That is, if the committee conclude to give per­

mission they will indicate the place and chara-cter. 
Mr. COCKRELL. II that is the understanding, r -have no ob­

jection. 
The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and 

agreed to. 
Mr. DAWES. I ask tha.t the paper which I had in my hand 

may be referred to the committee with the resolution. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made .in the ab­

sence of objection. 

ANTONIO MAXIMO MORA. 

Mr. HOAR submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved1 That the President be requested to communicate to the Senate, 
it not in his opinion incompatible with the public interests, the diplomatic 
and consular correspondence in regard to the claim of Antonio Ma:xtmo 
Mora, a citizen o! the United States, against the G<>vernment of Spain, since 
and including Mr. Caleb Cushing's note of October 21, 1875, to the Count of 
Cara Valencia; also the correspondence between the G<>vernment of the 
United States and Mr. Mo!'a, his agents or attorneys, during the same period 
on the same subject. 

COLLECTION DISTRICT OF PUG.ET SOUND. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there further morning business? 
If not, that order is closed, and the Calendar under Rule Vill is in 
order. 

Mr. DOLPH. I ask that the motion of the Senator from 
Washington [Mr~ SQUIRE] to reconsider the vote by which the 
Senate passed the bill (S. 722) to amend the act entitled "An act 
to reorganize and establish the customs-collection district of 
Puget Sound," approved August 28,1890, was passed, be now taken 
up. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed. 

Mr. SQUIRE. Mr. President, this is a measure that affects · 
the State ofWashington in an important degree. It is proposed 
by this bill to cut_ off all that portion of Washington which bor­
ders on the Columbia River for more than 100 miles from its 
mouth. I have proposed a reconsideration of this bill with a 
view of asking the Senate to recommit the bill to the Committee 
on Commerce, for the reason that I had no notice of the bill until 
it was reported favorably by the Committee on Commerce and I 
saw it on the Calendar. I think fair play entitles the State 
through her representatives here to such a showing as can be 
made and ought to be mad~on this subject . 

However, I understand the Senator from Oregon [Mr. DOLPH] 
proposes to have the discussion take place right here and now 
on this question of reconsideration, and then he proposes to 
make a motion to lay it on the table. With that understanding 
of the matter, I shall proceed to present a few suggestions briefly 
in an offhand manner to the Senate. 

I learn from the Treasury Department that in the erection or 
institution of new customs collection districts it is the policy of 
the Government to follow State lines as near as practicable. And 
it seems to me this is done for a very good reason. It assimilates 
the habits of the people in all respects as regards the operations 
of the different departments of the Government. For example, 
this is done in reference to the United States courts and the ad­
ministration of State affairs. In this wa'y the operation of law 
becomes simple so far as relaGes to the boundar1es of districts, 
and the people are less likely to b e confused. Besides this, it is 
important that the statistics of commerce of the various States, 
so far as practicable, should be exhibited through the reports 
made from the collectors of customs. -

In accordance with this view, a very excellent act was passed, 
approved August 28, 1890, providing for the reorganization and 
establishment of the customs-collection district of Puget Sound. 
In this act it was provided that there be a head port of entry at 
Port Townsend and that there be subparts of entry at Seattle, at 
Tacoma, at Port Angeles, and at some point on Bellingham Bay, 
and at some point on Gray's Harbor, ' 1 and such other points as 
the Secretary of the Treasury may from time to time designate." 

Under this provision there have been made since the passage 
of this act subparts of entry at Aberdeen, on Gray's Harbor, at 
NewWhatcom, on Bellingham Bay, and at Blaine, which is right 
on the boundary line between the State of Washington and Brit­
ish Columbia. It is contemplated that at no distant day a sub­
port be located near the mouth of the river, on the Washington 
State side. 

There are already indications of a much larger development 
there than hasbeengoingonheretofore. Thenatureof the coun­
try is such that it can be easily developed. The nature of the 
holding ground there for vessels is such that they like to lie there 
at Baker's Bay; and I myself have alighted from an ocean steamer 
justaftergettingoverthe tur.bulentwaterso! the Columbia River 
bar. When we had arrived at the placid waters of Baker's Bay 
I stepped right upon an elegant river steamer that goes up to 
Portland, and therefore I judge that it is a place which can nat­
urally be developed into a fine port of entry. 

The point I make is this: Under the present law all that is 
needful is the action of the Secretary of the Treasury to desig­
nate this place as a portof entry. That is combated bythe Sen­

·ator from Oregon with the statement that whenever a subpart 
of entry is needed there, one can be created by law. That, of 
course, is true. But why throw away the opportunity thatthese 
people possess to have a subpart created there by the action of 
the Secretary of the -Treasury at any time? 

The State of Washington is growing very rapidly. It is not 
like some of the older States, and even in the older States I doubt 
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if Senators would be willing to have their collection districts 
taken away from them or mutilated. I doubt very much if the 
Senator from Virginia would like to have the port of entry re­
moved from Alexandria, right across the river here. They might 
just as consistently demand that. It is less distance from the 
port of Georgetown to Alexandria than it is from the port of As­
t<>ria or of Oregon, as it is called, to Bakers Bay, which is dis­
tant some 8 or 10 miles. There is fine anchorage ground there, 
and it is a place to which railways are projected; and the people 
of that part of the State have the right to expect that a port of 
entry will be established there at no distant day. 

As I remarked, there have already been three subports of en­
try established since the passage of this a{}t, which was approved 
August 28, 1890. - -

The mere consideration of the proper reports of the commerce 
of that region of the State is of value. It is important to the peo- · 
ple of the State. They have already been complaining that their 
wheat goes out from the State of Washington as "Oregon wheat." 
I suppose it is a fact that three-fourths, and perhaps nine-tenths, 
of all the exports of wheat from Portland, from the district of 
th~ Willamette, and from Astoria or 'the district of Oregon, 

· really and originally go from the State of Washington, and it is 
natural that the people of the State of Washington prefert.o have 
credit for their production. 

Mr. DOLPH. Which State raises the most wheat? 
· Mr. SQUIRE. The State of Washington. 

Mr. DOLPH. Oh, no; the State of Oregon r!Joised more last 
year. 

Mr. SQUIRE. I am very sure the Senator from Oregon is 
much mistaken. At any rate his statement does not agree 
with the statement made to me by a member of Congress from 
his State, who, a few days ago, told me they had ceased raising 
wheat almost entirely in the Willamette Valley, and were en­
gaged mainly in the production of fruits and other crops, finding 
a better market for those since the growth of cities and rdilways; 

The point I make is, that in all fairness to the people of the 
State of Washington their collection district ought not to be 
taken away from them or mutilated. It is not fair or right. 
The people who live on the north i!id~ of the Columbia River 
ought to have a chance to have their advantages developed on 
that side of the river. Sometimes it has occurred with us that a 
city of 25,000 population like Seattle has doubled in less than two 
years. There are places there that were mere hamlets or vil­
lages like Port Angeles, or Blaine, or New Whatcom on Belling­
ham Bay, the latter of which now claims a population of ten or 
twelve thousand, which :\Vas created a subportof entry since the 
passage of this act approved August 28, 1890. 

I say that under these conditions it is better to ''let well enough 
alone," and not disturb an existin_g law which is operating well. 
This law wa-s devised after full consideration and full consulta­
tion with the officials of the Tq:Jasury Department, and full con­
sideration of the Committee on Commerce. It is not quite two 
years old yet . . It has worked admirably. It is elastic. It pro­
vides for these additional subports of entry when required; and 
why now relegate the situation back to a condition of confusion? 

The complaint, perhaps, may be made that some of the mas­
ters of sailing vessels and some of the shipowners were accus­
tomed to have their vessels lie down near the mouth of the river 
in Baker Bay. I understand that is the gist of the ·complaint; 
that they had a habit of that kind formerly and that they would 
like to pursue the same course now. I asked the Secretary of 
the Treasury if he knew of any reason why this change should 
be made, and he said it did not make a dollar's difference to the 
Treasury, not a shilling at present. He said he thought, per­
haps, it might accommodate a fuw. I asked if any complaints 
were made, and he said he could recollect of but one. 

Mr. DOLPH. To whom does the Senator refer? 
Mr. SQUIRE. The Third Assi.stantSecretaryof the Treasury. 
Mr. DOLPH. Mr. Spaulding? 
Mr. SQUIRE. The Assistant Secretary in charge of the .cus­

toms division. He said the matter was somewhat nebulous in 
his mind-that was the word he used-but he could remember 
onlyoneinstancewhereareferencehad been made to it by letter, 
and he thought it perhapsmighttosomeextent beaconvenience 
to the vessels that were required to take a customs officer aboard 
at theportof Oregon, atAstoria: where they are required to take 
on a customs officer if they are proceeding to Portland, so that 
goods may not be illicitly disposed of on the river. And it seems 
that these vessels, after lying down near the mouth of the river 
on the Washington side, do not want to stop. It is a mere ques­
tionof a little petty convenience for them. They do:not want to 
stop at Astoria to take on an officer. 

The fact is the anchorage is quite deep at Astoria, as one can 
see by reference to the map. I have the .map here showing the 
region and showing the figures. Of course it is impossible for 
all of the Senators to see this, but here [indicating on the map] 

-, 

is Baker's Bay, and here is Astoria, and the figures are denoted 
on the map. You find here [indicating] the anchorage down on 
Baker's Bay and that vicinity, and here is indicated the anchor­
age in front of Astoria. Astoria is the largest port. ';rhere may 
be some question of additional expense to thes.e ship masters about 
docking their vessels. That is all the reason I have been able to 
ascertain for this proposed change of the existing law, and it 
seems to me the reason is too small, too weak, too inefficient. 
There is nothing in it except the matter of a very slight accom­
modation. 

Now, if it is necessary for these vessels to land on the Wash­
ington State side, let us make a subport of entry there at once 
and havedonewithit,for that will be the end of it. But we have 
no. right to take away from the people the rights that they now 
enjoy under the existing law. _ 

You may say it is a question to some extent of sentiment. I 
suppose there is some sentiment about it. But I believe it is le­
gitimate and proper for the people to have strong practical senti­
ments in a new country that is being so rapidly developed. First 
of all is the sentiment of hope and expectancy; and these tcilers 
establishing their homes and business there have a right to a 
hope and expectancy of development, and, if such a sentiment 
does exist there, I do not think the Senate ought t.o take away 
this chance of a port from them by any such procedure as laying 
a motion of this kind on the table. You have no right to take 
away the shining rays of hope. 

I say, let the motion to reconsider be passed, and then I pro­
pose to make a motion to recommit the bill to the Committee on 
Commerce and let them reconsider it. I would · have appeared 
before the committee originally had I been notified before the 
bill was reported. I uhderstand that my colleague [Mr. ALLEN] 
was consulted with reference to this matter. He can speak for 
himself. I only say, as I did the other day, that I made the mo­
tion I did after full consultation w.ith him and at his request. 
He will have something to say to you on the subject, and I do 
not want a motion to lay this motion of mine on the table to pre­
vail until my colleague has a chance to be heard. 

Mr. DOLPH. Mr. President, I will endeavor to be very brief 
about this matter, and I hope I may have the attention of every 
Senator. • 

The collection district of Oregon-the collection district of 
which Astoria, Oregon, is the port of entry-is a very old collec­
tion district. Its boundaries were described as follows: 

The district of Oregon; to comprise all the waters and shores lying north 
and east of the north bank of the Siuslaw River to the forty-sixth and a half 
degree of north latitude-

That is about 100 miles north of the Columbia River-
and west of the Coast Range of mountains to the forty-eighth degree of north 
latitude, except that portion situated above the junction of the Willamette 
and Colmnbia Rivers and drained bythose rivers and their tributarywaters; 
in which Astoria shall be the port of entry. 

That is to say, as the law stood until the 28th of August, 1890, 
the mouth of the Columbia River and all the surrounding coun­
try below the Willamette wa-s included in one collection district. 
The district extended north almost to Puget Sound. After the 
State of Washington was admitted, a bill was introduced by one 
of the Washington Senators to reorganize the collection district 
of Puget Sound, and I gave my cordial assent to it, because it 
did notoccur tome at the time that therewasanydivisionof the 
necessar_y territory of a district, and the bill went through and 
becamealaw. -

I was down at the Treasury Department one day, and my at­
tention was called by Assistant Secretary Nettleton, I think, at 
least by one of the Assistant Secretaries, to thefactthatthey had 
overlooked the matter of the situation of Columbia River and 
made a mistake, and that the north bank of the Columbia River 
should have been left in the Oregon district. 

Vessels that come in the ColumbiaclearatAstoria, and if they 
proceed to Portland an inspector is put aboard of them. They 
do n-ot get 10 miles before they leave the district and enter the 
collection district of Puget Sound, with the port of entry at Port 
Townsend. The inspector put aboard the b:>at at Astoria is 
outside the collection district almost as soon as he goes upon the 
boat, because the channel, shortly after leaving Astoria, is on 
the north side of the river. There is nothing on the north side 
of the river to justify a port of entry or delivery or the appoint- · 
ment of any officer, nor is any officer there. 

The Senator from Washington [Mr. SQUIRE] acts a-s if he 
thought we were trying to steal a part of the territory of Wash­
ington and trying to get some patronage or some advantage that 
belongs to the State of Washington. There is nothing of the 
kind; this bill does not affect adollarof compensation of any offi­
cer; it does not affect the appointment of an officer; it affects 
nothing except the proper transaction of the business of the col­
lection district at the mouth of the Columbia. That is all there 
is of it. 
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To show that I am correct in what I state, the act was passed 
on the 28th of August, 1890, creating the new district. I haq 
been requested by the Treasury Department to introduce this bill 
and had introduced it-I think I introduced it, it was certainly 
introduced either by myself or by my colleague, and it had been 
sent down to the Department and was reported from the Depart­
ment five months later, on January 31, 1891. Mr. Acting Secre­
tary Nettleton writes as follows to the committee: 

TRlilASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, IJ. a., January 31, 1891. 

SIR: I have the honor to a<'knowledge the receipt of a letter from your 
committee, dated the 29th ultimo, transmitting a copy of bill S. 4731 Fifty­
first Congress, second session, to amend an act entitled "An act to reorganize 
and establish the customs-collection district of Puget Sound," approved 
August 28, 1890. 

You request such suggestions as may be deemed proper touching the merits 
of the bill and the propriety of its passage. 

The collection district of Puget Sound, as created by the act of August 28, 
1890, embraces a part of the lower Columbia River, which it seems should be-
long to the district of Oregon. · 
It is suggested that the bill be so amended as to transfer from said district 

"all the waters and shores of the Columbia River lying west of the junction 
of the Columbia and Willamette :Rivers" and include the same in the col­
lection district of Oregon. 

Respectfully, yours, 
A. B. NETTLETON, 

.Acting Secretary. 
Ron. WILLI.AM P. FRYE, 

Ohairman. of Committee on Oomnuwce United States Senate. 
It is only the bank of the river, no part of the territory of the 

State of Washington, which it is prpposed to include in the Ore­
gon district. The bill only proposes to extend the collection dis­
trict of Oregon over to the north shore of the Columbia River 
for a distance of 100 miles from its mouth to the mouth of 
the Willamette. I introduced the bill at the last Congress to 
embrace Shoalwater Bay, a little bay just north of the mouth of 
the Columbia, where sometimes an inspector has been stationed; 
but, on the objection of the ~enator from Washington [Mr. AL­
LEN], I amended the bill and made it conform entirely to his sug­
gestion and reported it, and supposeditwas satisfactory. When 
it was reached on the Calendar in the Senate, either the Senator 
from Washington [Mr. ALLEN] objected to its consideration or 
asked to let it be passed and remain on the Calendar for a time. 
I consented and it remained on the Calendar weeks and I think 
months before it was considered. 

I understood from the Senator from Washington [Mr. AL.LEN] 
that he wanted to communicate with his people, so that he might 
ascertain their wishes, and when the bill was taken up and passed 
at the last session I had the permission of the Senator to do it, 
he stating that he did not wish to delay it any longer. That is 
what was done at the last Congress. That was not disregarding 
the amenities that prevail among Senators. . 

( At the present session I introduced the bi}.l just as it was re­
ported by the committee and passed the Senate last year, and I 
may say the bill at the last Congress and at the present re­
ceived the unanimous report of the Committee on Commerce. 
At he present session I made the following report: 

Mr. DOLPH, from the Committee on Commerce, submitted the following 
report, to accompany S. 7'22: 

The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 722) to 
amend "An act to reorganize and establish the customs-collectiondistrictof 
Puget Sound," approved August 28, 1890, having considered the same, re-

pof~e annexed letter from the Acting Secretary ot the Treasury shows the 
necessity for the proposed legislation, a!ld the committee recommend·the 
passage of the bill. 

This was unanimous. There was nobody on thecommittee but 
believed that the bill was proper and just. I do not think the 
Senator's colleague believed otherwise. I will now read the let­
ter from the Treasury Department: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, IJ. C., January 16,1892. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from 
your commtttee dated the 23d ultimo, with which was inclosed copy of Sen­
ate bill No. 72'l, having for its object the amendment of an act approved Au­
gust 28, 1890, entitled "An act to reorganize and ~stablish the customs-collec­
tion district ofPuget Sound." The bill in question proposes to transfer from 
the Puget Sound customs-collection district all the waters and shores of the 
Columbia. River lying west of the junctiQn ot the Columbia and Willamette 
rivers, and t-o include the same in the custo~-collection district of Oregon. 

It appears from an investigation of the subJeCt-
Not a nebulous knowledge of the :rp.atter-
It appears from an investigation of the subject that the proposed legisla-· 

tion would facilitate the transaction of business by the owners and masters 
of vessels without involving any increase of expenses in the collection of the 
revenue from cust-oms, and I therefore recommend favorable action on the 
bill. 

Respectfully, yours, 
0. L. SPAULDING, 

.Acting Secretary. 
Hon. WILLIAM P. FRYE, 

Chai1'1nan Committee on Commerce, United States Senate. 

My attention was called to the necessity for thit; legislation by 
the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and probably the atten­
tion of my colleague also was called to it. My colleague or my­
sell intr oduced the bill. It was favorably reported on by Assist-

ant Secretary Nettleton, and it was favorably reported to the 
Senate by the Committee on Commerce. It was kept on the 
docket for several w~eks or months until it cou.ld be thoroughly 
examined, at least by the Senator's colleague. It was a subject 
of discussion here in open Senate at the time, and it was on.ly 
taken up and passed when, as I understand, the Senator from 
WaShington [Mr. ALLEN] had had all the time he desired to inves­
tigate it, and he consented to its being passed at the last session. 
· Mr. MITCHELL. Will my colleague state the average dis­
tance from the Columbia River to the nearest subport of entry? 

Mr. DOLPH. I am not able to do it at this minute, but the 
mouth of the river is quite wide; it may be 5 or 6 miles wide. It 
is about 4 miles from Port Stevens to Scarborough Head, I think 
it is called, and it may be 4 or 5miles from Astoria across to the 
north bank, but after you get15 miles up the river it varies from 
1 to 2 miles in width. 

Mr. SQUIRE. I will show the Senator by the map I have in 
my hand, and I will take a rule and measure the distance from 
Baker's Bay up to Astoria in a straight line. 

Mr. DOLPH. How far is it? 
Mr. SQUIRE. It is over 8 miles. Of course, the channel be· . 

ing tortuous, the actual distance is greater. 
Mr. DOLPH. I had got the impression that there could be 

no question on anybody'spart about this being a proper bill~., and 
when it was reported and placed upon the Calendar, I dia not 
think it necessary to notify anybody of it. When it was reached 
in its order, the Senator's colleague objected to its present con­
sideration. I kept the bill on the Calendar just as long as I un­
derstood the Senator's colleague desired me to keep it on the 
Calendar, and then I called it up and had it passed. Then the 
Senator comes in and moves to reconsider. 

I say that the bill does no wrong to Washington. It is merely 
to facilitate the transaction of the public business. It does not 
put a dollar in anybod.y's pocket unless it be that of the Govern­
ment. It simply provides that when the inspectors go aboard a 
vessel at Astoria to go up the Columbia River to Portland, they 
shall be in one collection district all the way up and not be taken 
out of it by following th~ channel. 

Mr. SQUIRE. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a ques· 
tion? 

Mr. DOLPH. Certainly. 
Mr. SQUIRE. Is it true that the officer going on board the 

vessel at Astoria would be in one collection district all the way? 
Would he not have to cross into another collection district when. 
he got to Portland? ' 

Mr. DOLPH. Of course, and the provision of the law is tha1 
an inspector shall be placed on the vessel when you pass through 
one collection district and go into another. The vessel reporti 
when she comes in, and an inspector is put on board and remains 
until she gets where she is to be unladen. 

Mr. SQUIRE. Then I should like to ask what differenc(J 
would it make whether the customs officer went from the colleer 
tion district of Oregon or the collection district of W ashingtoll 
to the district of Willamette. 

Mr. DOLPH. There is nothing on the Washington side but a 
little town right at the mouth of the river, where a few people 
go for a summer residence. There is a little town a few miles 
farther up. the river, where there- is a sawmill and a few resi· 
dents; it is a ery small affair. Then there is Kalama, a small 
place,where the Northern Pacific Railroad leaves the Columbia 
River, but there is at present no commerce and ships do not dis­
charge there; there is no port of entry or port of delivery on the 
north side of the river and there is no necessity for one. If there 
is ever a necessity for one, then one can be established to accom~ 
modate the business. 

Mr. SQUIRE. Wou.ld it not require additional legislation tQ 
do that? 

Mr. DOLPH. I suppose, if any part of one collection district 
was taken away and put into another, it wou.ld require· legisla­
tion. It was an oversight in just taking the boundaries of the 
State and making one collection district out of it. 

The Senator talks as if this was an unusual thing. I thinkthe 
port of Philadelphia and the port of Baltimore are situated in 
the same way, each of which includes portions of two States, and 
there are a dozen ports in the United States to-day where parts 
of two States are in the same collection district; but it is not 
usual to divide a river. 

Mr. MITCHELL. May I ask my colleague if it is not impor· 
tant to the interests of shipping that all the waters of the Co­
lumbia. River down to the mouth shou.ld be in one or the other 
of the districts? 

Mr. DOLPH. That is what they told me at the Treasury De· 
partment, and I have no other reason for offering the amendment 
except that it was asked for by the Treasury Department in order 
that the public business might be properly transacted. 

Mr. SQUIRE. Take it clear up through to the sources of the 
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Columbia, through the eastern part of the State, take the who'le 
of it? 

Mr. DOLPH. I do not covet any part of the State of Wash­
ington at all, or covet any patronage of the State. I do not want 
to injure the State, and do not conceive that we are doing so. I 
simply want to provide for the efficient transaction of the busi­
ness, as the head of the Department asked. 

Mr. ALLEN. I have no complaint, Mr. President, to make of 
the Senator from Oregon in what he has done in this matter. 
I will say that all the information I had, until I had investigated 
this matter with a view of a reconsideration, I got from the Sen­
ator from Oregon. I have no doubt he gave his information and 
has taken this action in good faith; but having my attention 
specificaJly called to the question, Mr. President, it seems to me 
this bill is a mistake, and that it is a mistake that should not be 
perpetuated in a law, and that the present lines of the district 

1 as existing should be maintained. 
In 1853 the Territory of Washington was created. The middle 

of the main channel of the Columbia River was made the bound­
ary line between the State of Oregon and the Territory of Wash­
ington. As my colleague has stated, this is a great river, Mr. 
President. It is only second to the Mississippi; its width from 
the mouth for some 20 miles up varies from 3 to 5 and 8 to 10 
miles. I do not know but I am safe in saying that the avera~e 
width of the Columbia River from the ocean to the Willamette 
River is 2 miles. 

The proposition of this bill is to take off a strip of at least 1 
mile on an average from the ocean to the mouth of the Wil­
lamette River, more tha.n 100 miles, from the side of the. State of 
Washington, and place it in the collection district of the State of 
Oregon. . 

I was led to believe from the information the Senator gave me 
andfrom thestatementhehasmadein thedebatethismorningthat 
there was no recognition of the integrity or the individuality or 
the identity of States in the creation of collection districts; but 
when I came to exa.mine the law by which these districts are 
created I found that that ru1e had been sternly and severely held 
to from the year 1799 until this time. The variations have been 
of the rarest exception. 

You begin up on the Atlantic seaboard with the State of Maine, 
and the law says" the State of Maine is divided into fourteen 
collection district3," and the integrity of the State of Maine is 
preserved. So you come down all the way along the Atlantic 
coast until you rea.ch the States of Delaware, Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, where you have so small a stream as the Delaware 
River. All thewatersofthatriverwithin the State ofDelaware 
are confined to the collection district of the State of Delaware; 
all the waters of the State of Pennsylvania bordering upon the 
Delaware River are confined to the district of the State of Penn­
sylvania. So it is with the State of New Jersey. You come here 
to the Potomac Elver-a mere creek in comparison with the Co­
lumbia River-and yet all the waters of the State of Virginia are 
retained in the one district and of Maryland in the other, except 
a little strip which lies out entirely-segregated from the State 
of Maryland. So you go down along the Atlantic seaboard to 
the State of South Carolina and Alabama, and there you find the 
river dividing these States is preserved as the boundary line of 
the districts. 

When you come to the Mississippi River you find that the dis­
trict of the State of Mississippi is preserved. Go out, if you 
please, along the northern boundary and you find all of the waters 
of the Lake of Champlain in the State of Vermont are kept within 
the district of the State of Vermont, and those in the State of 
Pennsylvania are kept in the State of Pennsylvania. You fol­
low along the lakes and find that the boundary of the district 
ceases at once when you reach the boundary of the State. 

Go to the district of western Pennsylvania, and you find that 
all the waters in the State of Pennsylvania, bordering upon the 
Ohio River, are kept within the district of Pennsylvania. 

I say there are some exceptions-
Mr. DOLPH. As the Senator now qualifies his statement, I 

wish to call his attention to a few instances. 
Mr. ALLEN. I have done that myself. 
Mr. DOLPH. I find that-
The district of Stonington: To comprise all the waters and shores from 

the west line of Mystic River, including the villages of Portersville and No­
ank, in the town of Groton, to the east -line of Pawcatuck River, including 
the town ot Westerly, in Rhode Island, as bounded on the 3d day of August, 
1842, in which Stonington shall be the port of entry, and Pawcatuck River, 
in the town of Westerly, a port of delivery. 

Mr. ALLEN. I will say, in answer to the statement of the 
Senator--

Mr. DOLPH. Let me refer to two or three others. 
The district ot the city of New York; to comprise all the waters and shores 

of the State of New York, and of the counties of Hudson and Bergen in the 
State of New Jersey. 

Also take another large collection district, and the Sen a tor will 

see, I think, that if the waters of a. State have been included in one 
collection .district it was because there was no river separating 
them. 

The district of Philadelphia.; to comprise all the waters and shores of the 
Delaware River, and the rivers and waters connected therewith, within the 
State of Pennsylvania, and the port of Camden, in New Jersey. 

There are three important ports at once, that I call to the at­
tention of the Senator. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, in answer to the Senator from 
the State of Oregon, I will say this: Take the first exception he 
makes, and you will find that it is a very small town projected 
by an angle out into the body of another State., and even in that 
instance in the State of Maine, that town is made a subport of en­
try, a place of delivery, and the shippers are given their choice 
of going into that district or into the State with which it is con­
nected. 

You go down to the district of New York, which the Senator 
cites, and although a certain part of the State of New Jersey is 
included in that district, yet the law is very careful to provide 
that Jersey City shall be a port of entry and a port of clearance, 
and more than that, it places a collector in that district with 
all the powers that are given to the collector of the port of New 
York. That is true. 

You go to the State of Pennsylvania and what do you find in 
the instance of Camden, which the Senator cities? Why, the 
the city of Camden is made asubport, and it is given its collector 
and it is given the full power of clearance that belongs to any other 
collection district. 

These are rare exceptions, and you will find that from first to 
last, as I say, the individuality, the integrity of the State is 
preserved. Theru1e is only violated in certain limited instances. 
That is atoned for just as · far as it is practicable by giving a. 
plenary power to the locality included in another State and seg­
regated from its body. 

Now, I come to the State of Washington. As I say, here is the 
greatest river on the continent, except the Mississippi River; 
here is the greatest scope of waters; here is a. State that ww:~ or­
ganized as a collection district under the advisement of the 
Treasury Department. It is different from any other district 
that I know of. It is so arranged that the collection of customs • 
is made adjustable all the time in that State to accord with the 
condition of commerce. It is provided that there shall be one 
principal port of entry in the district, and that such subports 
shall be created anywhere within the district as the Secretary of 
the Trea.Sury may from time to time think to ba necessary, and 
all that is requisite in this case, if the convenience of commerce 
should require it, wou1d be to apply to the Secretary of. the 
Treasury to have a deputy collector appointed to reside upon 
the Columbia River. 

It is a fact that Southwestern Washington is growing and de­
veloping very much more rapidly ~han Northwestern Oregon. I 
think I can safely say that for every mile of road that is con­
structed in Northwestern Oregon there are 10 miles constructed 
in Southwestern Washington. 

Mr. DOLPH.' What kind of roads does the Senator refer to? 
Mr. ALLEN. Railroads. You go from Astoria and you have no 

railroad unless it isalittlelinerunningdown the beach, but when 
you come into Southwestern Washington you have railroads run­
ning all the way from Puget Sound down to Gray's Harbor; you 
have railroads running from Puget Sound all the way down to 
within a very few miles of the Columbia River, to the prosperous 
young city of South Bend, and you find a. rapid development tak­
ing place along the whole frontier of the State. 

Now, I ask why it is that this great river, upon which a Com­
monwealth presents its broadside, its entire boundary line, you 
may say, or at least 100 miles of its boundary line, with oppor­
tunities for shipping that are ample, with a population and an 
enterprise that are pressing development down to the banks of 
the river, and when no complaint is made, do you ask to destroy 
this district, to mutilate it, to transfer a strip 100 miles long by 
a mile wide on an average, from one collection district into an­
other? It is totally unnecessary, Mr. President. It is not the 
saving of a picayune to the United States, and as the Senator 
himself concedes. if the interest of commerce requires, if this 
bill is pw:~sed, we are placed at the disadvantage of having to 
come 3,000 miles to Congress to ask for legislation to undo what 
bas been done; whereas ifyou leavethisdistrict in its presentin­
telligent and adjustable condition, the only thing that the Sec­
retary of the Tre~ury has to do is to designate a deputy collec­
tor to go and administer the custom laws anywhere along the 
bank of this river that may be necessary. 

In view of these facts, Mr. President, attention having been 
called to it, it seems to me that it is a matter of justice and, as 
my colleague says, it is a matter perhaps somewhat of sentiment 
and of State pride as well, which should be respected, that the 
same ru1e be applied to the State of Wa'3hington that is ap-
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plied to all the other States of this Union; and without any sub­
stantial reason being shown for it, and not a complaint that I 
know of in the line of commerce-- • 

Mr. DOLPH. The Secretary of the Treasury and the col-
lector of customs complained. _ 

Mr. ALLEN. I will say this, that if complaint should come 
from any source it should come from the State of Washington. 
That is where it should come from. But in the whole history of 
the administration of this law, from its enactment until to-day, 
with all my correspondence with all the communities a.long the 
Columbia River, I have never heard one word of complaint and 
not a single demand for this change. It is the little towns scat­
tered along the Columbia River on the Washington side that 
would be complaining if commerce was placed at a disadvantage, . 
but no such complaints come. Therefore, Mr. President, I urge, 
and I think:Ihavetherighttourge, thatthiscollection boundary 
line sha.ll remain where it is-the interstate boundary line. It 
bounds between Washington and Oregon for all judicial purposes 
and for all State purposes, and why not let it be controlling as in 
other cases for the collection of customs as well? 

Mr. SQUffiE. Mr. President, I will not occupy the time of 
the Senate at any great length; I simply wish to speak on one 
point. 

I understand the question of the reorganization of the customs­
collection districts is under the eye of the Treasury Department, 
in reference to various bills that have been presented in both 
branches of Congress. I understand that a bill has been sub­
mitted to the Treasury Department, which provides for the con­
solidation of one hundred and twenty collection districts in the 
United States to sixty-seven. I have a copy of the bill before 
me and one copy has been presented by the House committee 
and another by the Senate- committee, and I understand the 
Treasury Department has expressed its approvaL 

In the copy of that bill before me !"see that collection districts 
enumerating the different States are to be consolidated and that 
the consolidation is in the method that my colleague has referred 
to. The bill says, on page 2-

.In the State of Washington, one district. 

It seems to me from what I ha.ve been able to gather at the 
Treasury Department and from the expressed statement of the 
officer in charge of customs there that it is the view of the De­
partment that where practicable these collection .districts should 
be made conformable to State lines; that when there are more 
districts than one they should be included in one State. 

There are a few exceptions, notably the collection district of 
New Orleans having one seaport at New Orleans, but this dis­
trict ramifies all through the western part of the Mississippi Val­
ley and the various~confl.uents of the Mississippi. That is the 
.great exception. · There are some other minor exceptions, but 
the rule is in the erection of new districts to conform as far as 
practicable to State lines. 

Following out that theory, the present organization took place 
in the State of Washington, and I think the Senate will agree 
with me tha.t it ought to be adhered to, unless there is some 
good reason to the contrary, some important reason, something 
more than has yet been nresented. 

Mr. DOLPH. I read from thestatutesthedescriptionof three 
important ports of entry. I think I may safely say that there 
are a dozen of them, where both sides of a river are included in 
the same collection district although they are in different States. 

The Senator from Washington nearest me [Mr. ALLEN] says 
there is no complaint. Wh~, the people of Washington have no 
cause oi complaint. There lB no port of entry or port of delivery 
or no commerce on the north bank of the Columbia River and 
therefore the people of Washington would have no cause of com­
plaint whatever. Complaint comes up from the collection dis­
trict of Oregon, where the officers find they are embarrassed. 
The collector finds that he and his subordinates are embarrassed 
in enforcing the law because the collection ootrict only extends 
to the middle of the river. 

Complaint originally came from the Secretary of the Treasury 
or from some one of his assistants, and that was the reason the 
bill was introduced within a very few months after the law was 
amended, making the entire State of Washington a collection 
district. The people of Washington at present have no interest 
in this matter. There is nothing on the north side of the river 
to call for a collection-district. When there is, Congress can 
.deal with that question. 

I repeat again, I amended the bill that was introduced in the last 
Congress to meet the views of the Senator from Washington 
{Mr. ALLEN], and I supposed when it was reported that it met 
his views. I kept it on:. the Calendar week after week and from 
month to ~onth, in order that he might correspond with his peo­
ple and inquire into the matter. He had no right to r•ly upon 
me and he had as good a chance and better to as~rtain the con-

dition of affairs than I had, because a portion of the increase in 
the area of this district was to be taken from his State. I kept the 
bill on the Calendar again this session on his objection until he 
was ready to let me take it up and pass it. Now, his colleague 
says that he has not had time to be heard. 

Mr. SQUIRE. I said I had no notice. 
Mr. DOLPH. Why, sir, this proceeding is childish and tri­

fling with the public business; but I now consent that the motion 
shall carry to reconsider.the vote by which the bill was passed, 
and that it may be referred to the Committee on Commerce, al­
though it has been twice reported favorably. 

Mr. ALLEN . .l\1r.President,Iwishtosaythat lam verymuch 
surprised at my am..iable a.ndeven-temperedfriendfrom the State 
of Oregon, that he sees fit to stand upon the floor ofthe Senate and 
brand this measure as childish. "Now, it may be childish and if 
there be a Senator on this floor who, according to the rule that 
practice makes perfect, has the right to stand in criticism upon 
the action of Senators from other States, it is the Senator from 
Oregon. I suppose, accepting the opinion of the Senator from 
Oregon, it must be childish; but I object, Mr. President, to any 
such treatment coming from a Senator to Senators representing 
other States with equal rights upon this floor, acting in good 
faith in vindication of what they think the interests of the con­
stituency they represent, to have their conduct branded as being 
childish. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (.Mr. HARRIS in the chair). The 
question is on the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was passed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SQUffiE. Now, Mr. President, I move to recommit the 

bill to the Committee on Commerce. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion 

of the Senator from W a.shington to recommit the bill to the Com­
mittee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 
MISSO(JRI RIVER BRIDGE AT YANKTON, S.DAK. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will report the 
first bill on the Calendar. · 

The bill (S. 442) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Missouri River at the city of Yankton, S.Dak., was con­
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The'bill was reported from the Committee on Commerce with 
amendments. 

The :first amendment was, in section 1, line 7, after the word 
"a," to insert" combined railroad, wagon, and foot-passenger;" 
and in line 11, before the word" maintain," to strike out" keep 
up and; 7' so as to make the section read: 

That it shall be lawful for the Yankton Bridge Company, a. corporatipnor­
ganized for that purpose under the general corporation laws of the Sta.te of 
South Dakota, or its assigns, to construct; under and subject to the condi­
tions and limitations hereafter provided. a. combined railroad, wagon, and 
foot-passenger bridge across the Missouri River, at the city of Yankton, S. 
Dak., and lay on and over said bridge railway tracks tor the more perfect 
connection of any and all railways that now are or which may hereafter be 
constructed to the Missouri River at the city of Yankt-on, or to the river on 
the opposite side of the same, near the city of Yankton, and build, erect, and 
lay on and over said bridge ways for wagons, vehicles of all kinds, and for 
the transit of animals, and to provide ways for foot passengers, and to main­
tain and operate said bridge for the purposes aforesaid; and that when said 
bridge is constructed all trains of all railroads terml..na.ting at said river, 
and on the opposite side thereof, at the city of Yankton, S.Dak., sha.ll be al­
lowed to cross said bridge for reasonable compensation to be made to the 
owners of the same; and if the amount of said compensation can not be 
agreed upon by the parties the same shall be fixed by the Secretary of War. 
The owners of said bridge may also charge and receive reasonable compen­
sation or tolls for the transit over said bridge of all wagons, carriages. ve­
hicles, animals, and foot passengers: Provided, That the Secretary of War 
may at any time prescribe such rules, regulations, and rates of toll for transit 
and transportation over said bridge as may be deemed proper and reasonable. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 2, line 3, after the word 

"drawbridge," to strikeout" withapivotorotherformof draw;" 
in line 12, after the word "river," to insert 'at high water;" in · 
the same line, after the word "main," to strike out "span" and 
insert" spans;' in line 13, after the word "main," to strike out 
"channel' and insert "channels;" in line 15, after the word 
"with," to strike out "a draw over the main· channel of the river 
at an accessible and navigable point' and insert "one or more 
draws, as the Secretary of War may prescribe;" in line 20, after 
the word "pivot," to strike out" pier ' and insert" piers;" in 
the same line, after the words :'of the," to strike out "draw" and 
insert "draws;" in line 21, before the words "to the," to insert 
"over the river:" in the same line, after the words "to the," to 
strike out "draw' and insert "draws;" in line 22, after the word 
"feet," to insert "in the clear, measured at low water;" in line 
27, after the word "river,' to insert "at high water;" in line 34, 
after the word " said," to insert " channel spans or," and at the 
end of line 47, after the word. 'river," to insert "at high water;" 
so as to make th 3 section read: -

SEC. 2. That any bridge built under the provisions of this act may, at the 
option of the corporation building the same, be built as a drawbridge, or wit~ 
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unbroken or continuous spans: Provided, That if the same shall be made of 
unbroken continuous spans, it shall not be in any case of less elevation than 
50 feet above extreme high-watermark, as understood at the point of location, 
to the lowest part of the superstru--ture, wj.th straight girders; nor shall 
the spans of said bridge be less than 300 feet in the clear at lo'\Y water mark; 
and the piers of said bridge shall be parallel with the current of the river at 
high water, and the ma.in spans shall be over the main channels of the river: 
.And provided also, That if a bridge sha.ll be built under this act as a draw­
bridge the same shall be constructed as a pivot drawbridge, with one or 
more draws, as the Secretary of War may prescribe, and with spans of not 
less than 200 feet in length in the clear on each side of the central or pivot 
piers of the draws. and the next adjoining spans over the river to the draws 
shaJl not be less than 250 feet in the clear, measured at low water; and said 
spans shall not be less than 10 feet above extreme high-water mark, measur­
in~ to the lowest part of the superstructure o! the bridge; and the piers of 
sa1d bridge shall be parallel with the current of the river at high water: .And 
provided also, That said draw shall be opened promptly, upon reasonable 
signal, without unnecessary delay; -and said company or coryoration shall 
maintain, at its own expense, from sunset till sunrise, such ~hts or other 
signa.ls on said bridge as the Light-House Board shall prescnbe, and such 
sheer booms or other structures as may be necessary to safely guide vessels, 
rafts, or other water craft safely through said channel spans or draw open­
ings, and as shall be designated and required by the Secretary of War: .And 
provided fu1·ther , That the corporation building said hridge may, subject to 
the approval of the Secretary of War, enter upon the banks of said river, 
eithe:t; above or below the point of location of said bridge, and confine the 
flow of the water to a permanent channel, and to do whatever may be neces­
sary to accomplish said object, but shall not impede or obstruct the naviga­
tion of said river, and shall be liable in damages for all injuries to private 
property, and all plans for such works or erections upon the banks of the 
rivershallfirst be submitted to the Secretary of War for his approval: .And 
provided further, That any bridge built under the :provisions of this act shall 
be at rlght angles to the current of the river at high water. 

The amendments were agreed to. 
The next amendment was in section 3, line 16, before the word 

"persons," to insert "the;" in the same line, after the word 
"persons," to insert "operating or;" and in line 21, after the 
word "courts," to insert" of the United States;" so as to make 
the section read: 

SEC. 3. That no bridge shall be erected or maintained under the authority 
of this act which shall t any time substantially or materially obstruct the 
free navigation of said river; and no bridge shall be commenced or built 
under this act until the location thereof and the plans and specifications for 
its construction shall have been submitted to and approved by the Secretary 
of War; and any change in the plan of such construction or any alteration 
in the bridge after its construction shall be subject to the like approval; and 
whenever said bridge shall, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, substan­
tially obstruct the free navigation of said river, he is hereby authorized to 
cause such change or alteration of said bridge to be made as will etrectually 
obviate such obstruction; and all such alterations shall be made and all such 
obstructions be removed at the expense of the owner or owners of said bridge, 
or the persons operating or controlling the same; and in case of any litiga­
tion arising from any obstruction or alleged obstruction to the free naviga­
tion of the Missouri River, at or near the crossing of said bridge, caused or 
alleged to be caused thereby the cause sha.ll be commenced and tried in the 
circuit courts of the United States of either judicial district of South Dakota 
or Nebraska in which the said bridge or any portion of such obstruction 
touches. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was in section 4, line 8, after the word 

"bridge," to strike out the following words: 
Such lights shall be kept upon said bridge as the Light-House Board shall 

uirect, and said bridge shall moreover be provided with all proper safe­
guards for the security of person and property. 

So as to make the section read: 
SEC. 4. That- any bridge built under this att and according to its limita­

tions sball be a laWful structure, and shall be recognized and known as a 
post route, upon which also no higher charge shall be made for the transpor­
tation over the same of the mallst the troops, and munitions of war of the 
United States than the rate per mile paid for their transportation over the 
railroad or public highwaysleadin~to such bridge. The United S~ates shall 
also have the right to construct, Wlthout charge therefor, telegraph or tele-
phone lines across said bridge. · 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to add the following section: 

SEc. 6. That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of the 
brid~e herein authorized be not commenced within two years, and completed 
Within four years from the date thereof. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the 

amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 

the third time, and passed. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The followfug bills, received from the House of Representa­
tives, were severally read twice by their titles, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims: 

A bill (H. R. 2576} for the relief of the estate of Ar.drew J. 
Duncan, deceased; and 

A bill (H. R.1216) for the relief of the First Methodist Church, 
in the city of Jackson, Tenn. 

The bill {H. R. 3885) to increase the pension of George R. Allen, 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of 2 o'clock having 
arr~ve9;, the C~alr lays before the .Senate the unfinis)led business, 
wh1ch 1s the bill (S. 427) to prov1de for the erect10n of public 
b _uildings ~or post-offices in towns and cities where the post-{>ffice 

receipts for three years preceding · have exceeded $3,000 annu­
ally. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business. After seventeen minutes 
spent in executive session the doors were reopened. 

POST-OFFICE BUILDINGS. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con­
sideration of the bill (S. 427) to provide for the erection of pub­
lic buildings for postroffices in towns and cities wher~ the post­
office receipts for three years preceding have exceeded $3,0CO 
annually. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theperi.dingquestionison the 
amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. VILAS] to the 
amendment of the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, since the adjournment on Friday 
last, after a conference with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. 
PADDOCK] and the' Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEST], I have 
amended the amendment which was under consideration in a 
manner which I now understand to be entirely acceptable, and I 
ask leave to withdraw my former amendment to the amendment 
and to move in its place what I now-send to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator has a right to 
modify his amendment. The Secretary will report the amend-
ment to the amendment as modified. .. 

The SECRETARY. Strike out all of lines 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21 
to the word" President,' in line 22 of section 3 of the amend­
ment, and insert: 

Pro'lJided, how fJ1Jer That the total cost to the United States of any such 
building for post-otllce pur.poses only, including the site thereof and all ap­
proaches thereto, and all fixtures, heating apparatus and appliances, neces­
sary to the completion of such buildings according to the design and specifi­
cations therefor, shall in no case exceed $20,000 at any place where the gross 
receipts of the post-omce during each of the ~ee preceding years shall not 
have exceeded $8,000; and at no other place shallit exceed a sum equal to the 
aggregate of the post-omce receipts at such place during the three years pre­
ceding, nor $75,()()1) in all; and that within such limits the cost of each such 
building and grounds shall be fixed by the board aforesaid, subject also to 
the President's approval, in the order making selection of the place; and in 
so limiting such cost, regard shall be had to :r.opulation, business, growth in 
the past, and such other circumstances as will aid judgment in reference to 
the present and prospective requirements of the post-omce service at such 
locality; and if at any place which said board nhall desire to select for such 
building a greater sum than is here authorized shall in their judgment be 
required to provide a sufficient building to meet the exigencies of the public 
service, they shall report the same to Congress with their reasons therefor. 
But unle s specially authorized by Congress, no sum in excess of such lim­
itation so originally fixed by written order in pursuance of the authority 
hereby conferred shall upon any accqunt or pretext be paid from the Treas­
ury for any of the purposes aforesaid at·any place. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is, will the Sen­
ate agree to the amendment of the Senatofo from Wisconsin, as 
modified, to the amendment reported by the committee? 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. President, if I understand the amendment 
to the amendment as I heard it read, it proposes to increase the 
maximum cost of any btiilding from $35,000, as proposed in the 
former amendment, to $75,000 in some cases. I should like to ask 
the Senator from Wisconsin if he has made any estimate or if he 
can give the Senate any approximation of the probable cost of 
all the buildings that this measure will provide for erecting, 
should it become a law, with the limitation that he has now put 
on it, to $75,000. 

Mr. VILAS. From the nature of the case, inasmuch as the 
places at which these buildings shall be located is committed to 
the discretion of a board for that purpose, and inasmuch as no 
building can be constructe(!. under this bill until Congress shall 
hereafter make an appropriation for that purpose, it is impossi­
ble to give an estimate. But I think it can be said safely that 
we shall add nearly 3,000 public buildings in this country at a 
cost not exceeding one-half what has been expended heretofore 
on the number of about 142. 

Mr. BERRY. I had hoped that the Senator would be able to 
give some idea of the probable cost. If [understood the Senator 
from Missouri aright, under the original bill as it was proposed, 
to construct buildings where the receipts were more than $3,000 
and not exceeding $8,000, it was estimated that it would cost some 
$19,000,000. Under the proposed amendment, offered by the Sen­
ator from Wisconsin on Friday, where the cost should not ex­
ceed $35,000, it was then admitted that the cost would not be less 
than $25,000,000. Now, thelimithasgonefrom$35,000to$75,000. 
I would have been glad to have known if this would not increase 
the amount to at least $50,000,000 or $75,000,000. 

The Senator from Wisconsin says that no building can be 
erected unless an appropriation is made, but if this bill becomes 
a law it commits Congress to the construction of every building 
that is therein named and specified, and when a number have been 
built under such appropr1ations as shall be made from year to 
year, it would always be claimed that it was equitable and just 
that a building should be constructed for all other places. It is 
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useless to say that the bill carries no appropriation with it, when 
it makes it a law that an appropriation shall be made which, as 
I !;laid, I do not think will fall below $50,000,000, and I believe it 
will go to $75,000,000. 

Mr. PADDOCK. The Senator may not remember the fact or 
he may not have observed that theother day !presented a state­
ment taken from the records furnished by the Post-Office De­
partment, showing all the offices of the different classes in groups 
and taking the gross receipts of the same for the three years 
preceding, the gross receipts of which were above $3,000 annu­
ally, and the entire cost of the construction of all the buildings 
in the United States on that basis would be about $52,000,000. 
It was shown by that statement that in the last two Congresses 
there had been appropriated something over $34,000,000 for only 
151 buildings now in process of construction in the several States, 
appropriated for by special acts. · 

The whole cost of such buildings when they shall have been 
finished will be $34,000,(00, wherea-s covering all the post-offices 
in the United States on the basis indicated of the gross annual 
receipts for three years the cost would not exceed $52,000,000. 
This proposition does not embrace all the offices, and those it 
does take in it puts at a lower limit of cost in many cases. So I 
think that the estimate now made is very extravagant. My im­
pression is that under this measure there could not be required 
appropriations, taking the offices a-s they stand now, of mo1·e 
than from $38,000,000 to $40,000,000, which would run through 
six, eight, or ten years. The appropriations under special acts 
during the past four years have averaged about six: millions an­
nually. The same average kept up for six to eight years would 
provide for all of the large number of buildings intended to be 
provided for by this bill. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, I understood that the bill as re­
ported by the Senator from Missouri limited these buildings to 
the smaller offices, and I •nderstand now that alllimi tations prac­
tically have been removed. Is that true? 

Mr. VEST. Yes; officeswhere thereceiptsarefrom$3,000up. 
Mr. FRYE. I am very much afraid that I shall be obliged for 

about the first time since the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. BERRY] 
has been here, to vote with him. I think the bill as reported by 
the Senator from ·Missouri answered a very reasonable criticism 
of the people of the United States that large cities were getting 
all the benefit and that the country towns were really getting 
none· while bearing their share of the expense, and I was ready 
to support the bill as reported by the Senator from Missouri, but 
I do not believe I can support this measure now. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President,. as a matter of course I deferred 
to the judgment of the Senator upon Friday when the limit of 
$8 000 was removed and this proposed legislatJ.on was applied to 
offices where the receipts for three years preceding had been 
$3,000 and above that amount without limitation as to the higher 
sum. I still think that we ... went far enough when we adopted the 
amendment suggested by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PER­
KINS] and put the receipts at $30,000 a year for three years pre­
ceding, which would make $90,000 of receipts for three years. 

As the Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE] has said, the object of 
the corru:D.ittee was to popularize as far as possible these post-office 
buildings. Complaint has been made, and very justly, that the 
Treasury was being emptied to construct very costly buildings 
in the large cities; and, as the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. PAD­
DOCK] showed, by an official report from the Post-Office Depart­
ment, there are 151 buildings in process of construction that cost 
$34 000 000. Lastyearweappropriated$5,500,000forpublicbuild­
ing~ of 'an sorts, and 35 buildings were the result of that enormous 
appropriation. Now, if we can get 1,700 or 1,800 post-office b~il~­
ings throughout the country for a smaller amount, of course 1t lS 
to be desired, and it is just and equitable in every aspect of the 
case. 

I do "not fear at all, with my experience here for the last ten or 
twelve years, that Congress will ever rush in and appropriate in 
any one year $50,000:000 or $60,000,000 for public buildings. I do 
not think the Congress can ever be elected here that would do 
that. This bill is drawn upon the assumption that Congress will 
from year to year put in the general appropriation bill just the 
amount that the Treasury can stand and that the public service 
requires for the purpose of constructing these buildings, and 
gradually throughout the whole country there will be a dissem­
ination and distribution of the money of the Government in the 
shape of these buildings. 

The Senator from · Arkansas [Mr. BERRY] and the Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE] objected upon Friday to the, 
unequal distribution of these offices, but I should be glad to hear 
of any basis which would give amoreequitabledistribution than 
that provided for in the bill. The distribution is upon receipts. 
It would not do to put it upon population, because there are 
small towns in which the postal business largely exceeds that of 
t<>wns of three and five times their size. Circumst-ances will 

make the postal business of a neighborhood much larger than 
that of another neighborhood with twice the population. 

Since the Senate adjourned on Friday I have secured from the 
Post-Office Department a statement of the e:ffect of this bill, as­
suming the limit to be $30,000, as I hope it will be made by the 
Senate. This is a statement showing the number of post-offices

1 arranged by States and Territories, with gross receipts ranging 
from $3,000 to $8,000 per annum for three consecutive years; also 
the number of offices with gross receiptsranging:from$8,000and 
not exceeding $30,000 per annum for three consecutive years. It 
is in some respects a remarkable exhibit. 

Mr. PERKINS. Will the Senator tell us how many they ag­
gregate? 

. Mr. VEST. The aggregate of the first class, those from $3,000 
to $8,000, is 988, and of the second class, I will term it,from$8,000 
to $30,000, the numbar is 382, making 1,370 altogether. 

The Senator from Arkansas said that this measure was unjust 
to the agricultural States, but I will call his attention to the fact 
that the agricultural States are the largest recipients in propor­
tion to population of this legislation in the shape of the number 
of public buildings. 

· For instance, illinois is an agricultural State, and receives 81 
buildings where the receipts are from $3,000 to $8,000 for three 
years preceding and 26 where the receipts are from $8,000 to 
$30,000 for three years preceding. Indiana receives 39 of the first 
or lower class and 18 of the second. Iowa, a strictly agricultural 
State, receives 59 of the first class and 15 of the second. Kansas, 
another agricultural State, receives 44 of the first class and 13 of 
the next; Kentucky 19 to 4, and so on. Massachusetts receives 
60 of the first class and 31 of the second, and Michigan, a strictly 
agricultural State, receives 50 of the first class and 20 of the sec­
ond. My own State of Missouri has more to om plain of than any 
other State in the Union, because, while it is fifth in population, 
it receives only 34 post-office buildings in all, 28 of the first class 
and 6 of the second; but Massachusetts, that has a less population 
than Missouri, receives, as I have stated, 60 of the first cla-ss and 
31 of the second. 

It is true from this statement that the Southern States receive • 
less than the Northern States, but that arises simply from the 
fa<lt that there are fewer towns there; that it is a planting country. 
That condition of things can not be changed by an act of Con­
gress. The basis is the same everywhere, and at last it will be 
seen that it very nearly approximates to the basis of population, 
because New York receives more than any other State, Pe~nsyl­
vania second, Ohio third, Illinois fourth, and Missouri ought to 
ba fifth, but Massachuaetts and three or four other States receive 
more public buildings than Missouri, although the population of 
Missouri is the largest. I will ask that this statement, which is 
of interest to all of us, be printed with my remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be so ordered. 
.Tha statement referred to is as follows: 

Statement showing number of post-offices, arranged by State8 and Ter-1·itories, with 
gross receipts ranging f rom $81000 to $8,000 per annum for three consecutive 
years; al&o, number of offices Wt.th gross1·ece~pts ranging f rom $8,000 to not ex­
ceeding $30,000 per annumfo1' thre.e consecut.,ve years. 

Number Number 
with With 

States and Territories. receipts receipts 
$3 000 to $8,()()(J"to 

!S,ooo. $30,000. 

Alabama __ --------- - __ ---------------- ----------------- ------ 8 
Arizona ____ -------------- ________ __ -------- __ ---------- ------ ~ Arkansas.---- ______________ ---- _____________________________ _ 
California------------ •••• ------------------------------------ 32 
Colorado---------------- ____ ---------------------____________ ~ Connecticut __________ ---- __ ---- __ ---- __ ---- _________________ _ 
Delaware ---- ______ -------- ---- __ .. ---- ____ -------- _ --- __ ---- 2 
Florida.. __ ------------------------------- _______ -------------- 5 

2 
1 
2 

10 
4 

11 

Georgia------------------------------------------------------ 11 4 
~gia::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::: ::~ ::: :::::::::::::::: ------ ·ai· ·----- --26 

~~:ii:ii:iiiiiiiii:i iimimii~i==i::~~~iii:iii~i ii=~ ij ~ 
Maine ____________ -------------------------- ______ ------------ 14 5 

e:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~ d ~ 
fi~~~~~~~~~~~~:~~~~~~:~~~~ ~~~;~~~~~~~~=~:::~~~~~~~~~~~ j : 

l~lt.~\~1-\\\111\\11\\11-1\ __ 1_\11\\\l"\\lll_l\ llii ------ -~- ------ --j 
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Statement showing number of post-ojftct8, etc.-Con$ued. 

States and Territories. 

Number Number 
with with 

receipts receipts 
$3,000 to SB,OOO to 

18,000. eao,ooo. 

In addition there are 1,311 third-class omces in rented quarters, . 
whose receipts for the four quarters ended March 31, 1891, 
amounted to $3,000 or more;-the aggregate amount allowed 
for the rent of these third-class omces is ____________ -------------- $28-2, S92. 00 

A total of __________ -------------------- ____ ------ __ ... -: ---------- 744,082. ~ 
I transmit herewith as part of the appendixes a statement containing a. 

list of 1, 707post-offices notlocated in Government buildings, whereat the gross 
6 1 receipts run from $3,000 upward for each of the two fiscal years ended June 

POr6!f!~nyl_v_a.ni ____ a·-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-__ --_:·_-_-_::_· -_::::::::::::::::::::: 72 35 30,1890, and June 30, 1891. This statement also contains as of interest, the 
. ..........., actual amount of the gross receipts 1n each case, the amount of the post-

Rhode Island------------------------------------------------- 3 3 master's salary, the amount allowed for rent, light, and fuel, and the popula-
South Carolina---------------------------------------------- 8 1 tion of the place according to the census of 1890. An analysis of this state-
South Dakota ____________ ------------------------------------

1
g 5 ment shows that there are 104 omces whose gross receipts exceeded for each 

~eennxases __ s_ee __ -_-__ --_-_-__ --_-__ --_-__ --_-_-__ --_-_-_-_-_-_-_·-_-__ -_--_-_ -_::::::::::::::::::::: 34 ~ of the two years in question, the sum of $25,000; that there are 49officeswhose· 
'I' 3 gross receipts were over $20,000, but did not exceed $25,000; and that there 
'Utah ______ --------------------------- ------------------------- 11 

1 were 1,554 offl.ces whose gross receipts did not exceed $20,000 for each of the 
Vermont ----------------------------------------------------- ~ two years in question. · · 

i~~~~~~::::~~~=~=:::::::::~~=~==~~~~~~:::~~::~~~:~ j ------ --;. rr~J.\~;;:~~~~~~~;.:s~~.i'!:.ec~~~~::r~~~·~ 
Wyoming 2 2 For 104 buildings, at $25,000 each ________________________ ---------- 12,600,000.00 

---------------------------------------- ------------ ____ ---- For49 buildings, at $20,000 each ________ --------------------------- 980,000.00 
For 1,554 buildings at not exceeaing $15,000 each, which it is 

roughly estimated may be divided into the following groups: Total ---- ___ --------------------- _ ---------------------- 988 382 

ALBERT H. SCOTT, 
Chief Salary and Allowance .Division, Post-Ojfice .Department. 

Mr. VEST. I have here also a communication from the Post­
master-General to Hon. J. H. BANKHEAD, chairman of the Com­
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds of the House of Repr~­
senta.tives, which I ask may b~ read by the Secretary or '(>Ut m 
the RECORD. It is a very interesting statement upon this sub­
ject and contains information that will be valuable to all of us. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection the let­
ter sent to the desk will be inserted in the RECORD without be­
ing read. 

The letter referred to is as follows: 

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 

Washington, .D. C., March 3, 1882. 
Sm: In compliance with your oral request I have the honor to submit here­

with certain detailed information upon the subject of public buildings for 
post-offices, particularly with reference to the provisions of a bill (H. R. 176) 
to provide for post-office buildings, introduced by Mr. BLOUNT at the first ses­
sion of the Fifty-first Congress, and the bllls containing almost the same 
provisions, H. R. 20, introduced January 5, 1892, by Mr. CLARK, and H. R. 88, 
introduced January 5,1892, by Mr. LANE. 

The general purpose of those bills is to provide for post-omce buildings in 
all places where the gross receipts of the post-omce for two years or more 
shall have exceeded each year the sum of $3,000. 

One of my predecessors. Mr. Vilas, devoted considerable attention to this 
subject, and made some excellent comments thereon in his report of 1887. 
He called attention to the circumstance that atthattimethe average rental 
of the three hundred and three offl.ces under lease was $943, and of the re­
mainder provided for by allowances, $604.41; that the average of all the of­
fices of both sorts was $857.74 per annum. After adding to this sum the cost 
of heating and lighting, he pointed out that the annual charge at that time 
for quarters for post-offl.ces approximated $1,000,000, which would increase 
from year to year at the rate of from 3 to 5 per cent. He said that the course 
of wisdom was to look at once to the fact that already (1887) the charge of 
nearly sixteen hundred post-omces fairly belonged to the Government, and 
that within not many years the number must be two thousand, and he asked 
what ought to be the policy of the Government in dealing with this feature 
of its postal service; "not how to best avoid by temporary expedients or in­
action the exigency of the public service, but in sound forecast and prudence 
unshaken by timidity how best to provide with human permanence for the 
great service of the generations that ought to be bettered by our wise ac­
tion." 

I give at greater length in an appendix his further interesting remarks 
upon the subject. 

This subject was fully investigated by the Committee on the Post-Omce 
and Post-Roads of the Fiftieth Congress, and re:port was submitted by Mr. 
Ermentrout to accompany bill H. R. 3319. This report concluded with a 
statement that the passage of this bill would largely relieve the pressure 
brought to bear on Congress for the erection of public buildin~s; that the 
establishment of some system is far preferable to the almost arbitrary meth­
ods which have sometimes characterized the passage of public-building bills; 
that this measure will also repress extravagant appropriations; that the 
post-omce, like the Government, is here to stay, and for this reason, if for no 
other, it should be kept in some suitable building owned l>Y the Government, 
and at some permanent place whenever the volume of business justifies it. 

The bill H. R. 176 was reported upon by Mr. Chandler, from the Committee 
on the Post-Omce and Post-Roads, in the Fifty-first Congress, first session. 
Tbis report stated that the committee believed that all the arguments urged 
in favor of this bill at the last session of Congress are of equal force and 
weight now. It therefore reported the bill as amended and recommended a 
favorable consideration of the same. 

Brie:fly stated, these bills provide for the appointment in the Post-Office 
Department of an architect and superintendent of construction, with cer­
tain skilled draftsmen, who shall prepare, in conjunction with the supervis­
ing architect of the Treasury, suitable designs for post-office buildings. to be 
erected at any place, in the discretion of the Postmaster-General, at which 
the gross receipts of the post-omce for two years or more preceding shall 
have exceeded the sum of $3,000 in each year. It provides for three classes 
of buildings, varying in cost according be the amount of the gross receipts, 
the cost of none of which shall exceed $25,000, as follows: 

1. Where the receipts of each of the two preceding years exceed $25,000 the 
cost shall not exceed $25,000. 

2. Where the receipts of each of the two preceding years shall have been no 
more than $25,000, the building shall not exceed in co5t $20,000. 

3. Where the receipts of each of the two years preceding shall have been no 
more than $20,000, the cost shall not exceed $15,000. 

The bill furthermore contains necessary provisions as to acquirement of 
title, the accept~ce of donations or grants of lands by muniCipalities, etc. 
At present there are 588 post-o:mces of the first and second classes 

whose gross receipts are !8,000 or more, not located in Govern-
ment buildings, whereat the aggregate allowance for rent is ____ $461, 690.50 

, 

500 buildings, at the maximum of cost, $15,000 each --- _-- __ - __ -- 7, 500, 000. 00 
1,054 buildi.rigs, at not exceeding $10,000 each ____ ----------------- 10,540,000.00 

Total __ ---· ______ ------ ______ ------ ________ ------------------- 21,620,000.00 

In short, therefore, with an outlay of $21,000,000, every post-office doing a. 
considerable business could be properly housed and a. saving accomplished 
of about three-quarters of a million dollars per annum, that being the sum 
now paid for rental.. The entire expenditure of $21,000,000 would all be 
covered by rentals in twenty-nine years, and probably in twenty-five years 
or less, considering the annual increase of rentals. If interest could be com­
pounded at 6 per cent, it would all come back in from fifteen to seventeen 
years. The net result of judicious financiering in this connection would be 
the actual ownership by the United States Government of upward of seven­
teen hundred substantial buildings, rent free perpetually, by simply advanc­
ing from the Treasury the rentals of a few years. 

In this connection I have the honor to invite attention to extracts on the 
same question from various annual reports of this Department, which may 
be found in the appen.dix. In the last of these it is -shown that in one State 
alone there are 15 Presidential post-offl.ces that have now or are expecting to 
have public buildings costing from $50,000 to $250,000, or averaging perhaps 
$150,000 each, making a total cost of $2,250,000 for the 15. It seems within the 
bounds of reason that a building sumcient to meet all requirements could be 
erected in each of these places for post-office purposes alone at a cost of 
~50,000, or a. total of $750,000 for all of them, which would leave a balance of 
$1 ,500,000 to be distributed among the other 125 Presidential offices, giving 
each a building at the smaller towns to cost on an average of $12,500. The 
great need is small buildings wholly for postal pruposes, and aside from the 
needs of the postal service I have stated in my last report some broad public 
grounds why this measure would be wise and patriotic. These include the 
employment of skilled labor, the distribution of a considerable sum of money 
among working people, and the establishment in each town of something tor 
the use of all the people distinctively the Government's, and showing the in· 
terest of the Government in her citizens. 

You will pardon me if I ask permission here to ma.ke some remarks upon 
the pressing needs of two at least of our large cities. I could not conceive of 
any subject promising greater usefulness than a thorough inquiry by your 
committee into the wants in the way of public buildings of New York, the 
commercial capital, and Washington the governmental capital. 

I called particular attention to the needs of the former in my last annual 
report. The broad facts are that. the service has utterly outgrown the New 
York post-office building, or rather that portion of it which is allotted to the 
post-omce. The building is disadvantageously located for many purposes, 
being at the extreme lower end of the narrowest part of the city. I suggested 
a high, one-story building with a gallery, so that the western mails might be 
expedited and at least two-thirds of the inland mail hastened. The present 
building or its first :floor should be made the chief substation to serve the 
lower part of the city and to dispatch newspaper and magazine malls. 

I have heretofore suggested an inquiry of this kind regarding the needs of 
Washington, in order to fix upon some wise and far-seeing plan for the erec­
tion of public buildings and for the better accommodation of the several Ex­
ecutive Departments. 

There have been already introduced this session of Congress and are now 
pending the following bills: One to erect a hall of records, one for a conser· 
vatory of music, and another for the enlargement of the Executive Mansion, 
and the fourth for the purchase of a. site for a building for the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

The public prints contain from time to time criticisms of the unsafe con­
dition and inadequacy of the present building occupied by the Public Print· 
ing Offl.ce. The Post-Oftl.ce Department has for years been endeavoring to 
secure additional space, as has also the Department of tha Interior, so that 
this would seem to be an opportune time for the suggested inquiry. 

Tbe Post-Office Department is paying at the rate of $41. ,400 for rent of out­
side buildings; the Interior Department is expending $24,800 for the same 
purpose; the War Department, $4,200; the Treasury Department, $3,720, a. 
total for rentals paid for private property in this city alone of $74,120. This 
represents the interest on nearly $2,500,000 at 3 per cent, a sum, I venture to 
say, fully suftl.cientto purchase and erect buildings to contain all the required 

spl~ve never been able to understand the policy which has obtained for a 
number of years of paying annually fi'om 7 to 10 per cent or more for the -
rentals of private property by the Government, when the latte:r can obtain 
all the funds it requires at 3 per cent. • 
It would seem to be -a proper thing to continue upon a plan to improve the 

south side of· Pennsylvania avenue, making the new city post-office building 
the initial point, and locating the new buildings in both directions. This 
thoroughfare, in direct line between the Capitol and the Executive Mansion, 
might, in time, be lined with noble st ructures befitting the United States 
Government, and such a plan would unquestionably subserve not only the 
convenience of the public, but, in large measure, that of all public men whose 
business requires frequent visits to the offices in the various Departments. 

Without going over aaain the ground I have covered in the preceding argu­
ments, both before the COmmittee on Public Buildings and Grounds of the 
House of Representatives and the con·esponding committee of the Senate, I 
beg now briefly to suggest, in conclusion, that you consider the wisdom of 
designating a commission on the location and erection of public buildings at 
the capital of the nation, composed of members suitable in your-judgment 
for the public service to be rendered, to take up these important topics and 
endeavor to reach a conclusion that shall be the forerunner of definite action. 

I. 
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Y;~ rita.! ~~~~:f!ra.c~~~~~~~E~~~;. !:~= ~~~-:t~~~~~!~ making, by speci l bills appropriations far a.ll other towns that 
the scrutiny otthe reeardarela.tlng;to over-1,'700 post.-ofllces are not included. What would prevent the Congress of the 

.ADDENDmL United States from appropriating a million dollars or$10,000,000 
to rebuild the office· at Chicago? What would prevent Congress 

n occurs to me. to. supplement this letter by transmitting certa.in. informa.- frmn appropriating hundred~ of thousands of dollars to any of the 
tton which maybe useflll to your committee ln case it should be proposed to -'-~ t ti d h · d th 
limit or modify the provisions of the. bill in question. In fact, I belieT& that tNWE.S no men one ere, or even 1n regar to ose that are 
iii: previous discnsstons some modiftcations or restrictions have been sug- mentioned, they could, by special bill, set aside this bill to that 
gested. To that end r transmit herewith, first, a list. of 58! post-otlicesnot extent and make the appropriation. Where doe the economy 
located in Government buildings, whereat th"& ~oss receipts far each of the · ? 
two fiscal years 1890 and 1891 were in excess of IE3,000, and wherea.t the gross eome rn. 
ree ipts tor the. fiscal year ended June 30, 1891, amounted to ,000 or more, It is not a constitutional limitation. Congress can evade it.. 
with the salary of the ;postmaster, the present allowance for ren11, fuel, and Congress can spend money by private bills hereafter nd vet 
Jight, a.nd the· population according to the c&nSu& for 1890. This list would · th" b" d C b 1 hi h · " beusefnl tncaseitrwe:r::e-trroposed to limit. the publi~bulldingst~poat-o.f!ices lB measure m s ongress Y a aw w c says It shaJ.l oo the 
having gross receipts of ~.ooo or more. duty of the Appropriation Committee from year to year to eon-

Second. A list of the 98S third-class post-ofilces, not loca.ted in Government tinue to appropriate until we ha e appropriated $75,000,()()(}­
buidings., whereat the gross receipts for each of the threefisea.lyea.rsLended $52,000,000 admitted by the Senator from Ne~raska-of the£: 
June.30,.1889, 1890, and 1291, run fl!om $3,000 to not exceeding ISS,OOO wtth salary 
otpostmaster, the allowance for rent, fuel, a.nd lig;b.t, and the population ac- ple's money for these buildings-, Congress at the same time av­
cording to the census of 1890. The list would be of service in case a. proposi- ing the. power to make appropriations in unlimited amolm for 
tion should be considered of limiting the J2Ublic.bllil.di:nzs. to b.hi.r<!Nlla.ss offi.ees. • 1 to d · t" 

e gross receipts for three successive fiscal yea:m a.mollllJied. tQ $3.,000 or spema wns an CI 1.es. 
more. Now, that is the bill which we are told is an economical meas-

Very respectfully, ure to go out to the people of the United States. It is unjust in 
JOHN ~fs'f~. discriminating against the States of this Union; it is unjust in 

Hon. J. H. HANKREAD, the power it. confers upon a certain commission.; it is unjust in 
(Jhai1Jman. Committee on. Public Buildings and Grounds, the enormous amount of money that we commit ourselves to ap-

House of Representatives. propri :te hereaft0r fer public buildings.. 
Mr. VEST. In eonclusionr I simply wish. ta state. that. I hope Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. hesident, I do no p:rop.os to engage 

t'h amendment of the:Sena.tor:fNm Wrsconsinwhi.ch took off the in this debate., but I wish simplyroexpres my opinion in regard 
u.ppeL" limit as I may tenn it, of $30"000. in the: receipts a& to the to the meas:ur-e a.nd the pending ame»dment.. It seems to me the 
oonstruction of the.se b:aildings may he reeo.nsideNd and that committee a.nd the Senata having- this. matter in charg h :ve 
limitation adopted~ Then, after that is dQne, I recognize tire oommenced at the Wl!'ong end of the line~ We have in t.he S te 
p op ie~ oi increaaing· the probable- c.ost of th.e.se buildings be- of Ohio more than twenty cities containing popul Mon ea.ch of 
ea. use after- y:ou have increased the. Iimit there may b.e in the over 10,000. Most oi them yield 1ro the Government $20,000 postal 
larger towns a stat.e of a:lfaira, whiclt will.necessitatethe expendi- receipts. There· are, I believe) only six cities in Ohio .that h e 
t: o:fm than $2(l,QOfreven f(}:rt a postroffioo huilding. post-offices built by the Government... 

Mr. BERRY. M.v~ P1!'esidentr I only- wish to say a fe words. It seems to me that. the proper way is to commence by supply­
m response to. what. the, Senator from. :Missouri said with refer- ing the large.rcen.tersofpopulation, either measured by the pop­
ence to my !'tatemen;t an.d that. of th~ S~a~.r :f.l"om. M~ppi ulati-on ~of th~ towns or. measuned. b,l the receipts of the postr 
nmde on. Fnday last m regard to the dlSCrllillD.ation made against offioo, th SUl.table bullclm~:~.oos.for the purp<?Se, ra.th.erthan to. spend 
agricultmral States~ I had in my-mind especially at. that_ time· , m<:me for" a great multitude of smaller buildings' her th! ur­
tb. Southern States c>.r the cotton States. Taking the estimat-e gency is not so great. 
th, t the- Senator :from Missouri h:as just had Ol'dered printed in Mr PERKINS. Will the. Sena.fm'permit a. s.uggestio.n? The 
Ute: RECORD I wish. to sho that: in: ten States which may be · bill as now amended provides for cities here th gross receipts 
c.aJ.led ootton. States, t.ha.t is, th.e States of Alabama., Arkansas are $30,000 a.. year and that me311S a city o1 slmos.t 301000 people. 
Florida.,, Georgia,. Louisiana, Mississippi, North Ca.ro1i.na,. Ten.- : MI". VEST. I beg the ena.to~s pa.l'don1 the bill as: amended 
nessee, Sooth. Carolina, and. Texas1 lacking only one of being o:ne-- does not limit. it to $30. 000~ Th.ere. is no limit, upwa~td 
fourth of all the States of this Union,. un.der the bill would receive . Mr. SHERMAN. But the bill does provide for buildinc. in 
1M o1 th se 1,370 I!"!:blic: buildings.. , towns containing ho l~ge a population? • 

ilr. GEORGE. How many wonld Missi.ssippi receive? Mr ~ VEST. Where the receipts for three years are $3,000 a 
MF BERRY~ Mississippi would get ill under both.· that is year and upwards- withont.lim.ita..ticn, so as to include aU the :first 

Sunder- the first enumeration. of n<rt less than $31 0.00 nor m-ora and seeo.rul class. 
fua.n:$8',000>, and: two abo-ve $.8_,.00Q-andless than$30,000. The:re:are. · Mr~ SHERMAN. The bill p.rovid for sucl.l a multitude of 
ten States, as I stated,. what may be calle.d the cotton States. of ' postroffice:. buildings tha: th.e.Governmentof the United Stat is 
this corm try whieh would ree:eive only 134 of thf'o 1,;3-'W btrild.i.ng~ not I:ik:ely to. meet. the liability or and~rtake so gre 1t task at 
No one will insist. that. that is a. ;iust proportion ac:cord.ing to the this; fune.. Nor do 1 think it.necessary. My own expel'ience and 
pmpulation of these several States Th.ese States oonta.in. by far judgment: are tha in cities ranging- from 1 000 tolO.OOO inhahl-

muoh larger proporti.~n m. th~ ~Elpulation than. th.0 proportioD tants the Government can hire buildings) and in some cases build­
they woUld. receive of the l':mildings· that are to be const:l'ueted ings are given to the Governmen: gratis in order to make. a. cen­
nnderthis- p:roposed Ia.w Tha.t.ison.·e groundup_an. which. I base ter of trade in towns containing from 1,000 to 5,000 inhabita.n . 
m~ oppo ition. · It seems to me we had better confine our operations a.tpresemfi to 

Mr. GEORGE.. MrL President- the-construction of buildings in towns which yield say f:rom $20~-
The. PRESIDING OFFICER.. Does, the Sena.t«R' from.All'kan..- 000 to $~00 year here the aetua1 cost of conduating the busi-

- sa.s.yie-Id to the Senatorflrom Missi.s.sippi? nes.s. wmrld probably be about. equal to 3 -per cent. on the oos of 
Mr. BERRY. Certainly. tlle. building. 
Mr ~ GEORGE-~ I ish to ask the Senator from Arkansas a Mr-. PADDOCK.. If the Se:na.tor will allow me, I will state 

questien.. He h.as- stated the number of buildilllgs.,, as; he rm.dffi:"- that l!lnder the proposed amendment to whieh he calls attention, 
s.tands, and the. dispar-ity which, as stated by him, would exist if where the re.cai}>ts a.re $20 000 a year! a . building will be. eon­
each building e:ost. the sa100. amount. Now, I wish to cal! his at- s.trueted that will oos:t.. $60,000, which would be. ample-. The 
tenti<~n tQ this point: Under the provisions of the. bill,. what, guar- maximum limit.now includes all the places in the Senator's State; 
a.nty have we tha.t when you come ttl expend the money, the diS'- . and as to lli towns whe£ the receipts are $l~OOO a year I have 
parity in. the dollars spent wo.uld net ba greater than. th.at.st.a.ted gone. aU through the. matter, and the. result of my investieooanon 
~ the; Senator? I should be> glad to~ his a1tenthm to, that is that the ave:ra.,ue population af those towns. would in no ease 
point and to have him explain it. ... hardly be less than 2,00 . 

r-~ BERRY. We. ha.ve IW- guaranty wha.te-ver thatth.a- same Mr-;. SHERMAN. That is. onlv stating more quiokly than I 
amount would be. expended ' throughout; the States I have men- w<:>uld do the objections to this- bin. It undertake to do too 
tioned upon each buiJ.dmg that would be expended in other much. It proposes t<> build too many offices here it. is not 
St tes~ Upon. the contrary, thiB commission~ consisting of the prope for the Government '->f the. United States. to build them. 
Pos1ma.ster-Gene:ral, the Secretary o:f the- In:terior, and the Sec-- Then, besides, the Senator will remember that a town of 500 or 
retary of the. Treas.ury, might award: the S1lJil of $10t000 to each 1,000 inhabitants to-da the Government. might. supply with a. 
town in th.a State of Mississippi and gi e. $15-,000 to a number of building which in. two years. would be totally inadequ te. , 
towns in other States. ItwiU rest with them. We would have 1 MI."'. PADDOCK. No town of that Slze can be affected. In 
no secur:tty. It wuuld require the same logrolling-, if you will, order to. sec.ure. a publi building it. must. h ve snnu 1 gross re­
before that commission. that it, ha.s been alleged is requiled to ceipts to the amount oJi $3,000 for thre .years preceding. That 
pass. a. bill through th~ Senate. rule runs an the-way through the. bill,. and towns belo that limit 

But it has been said that.thisisaneconomicaim~'3.8tJ.re. Whrure a.r no p.rovidad for. 
does the economy come in? Uabsolutelyprevide forbu:ildin;,crs Mr~ SHERMAN. 1 am teying to state the same thing that 
in evecy town where the re.ooip.ts come within the.limi>ts men- the Senator- from Nebraska states, that .we are attem.ptina to 
tioned in the bill:, and yet there is.norestraintupo.n.Co~erress.in erect building where it is not. profitable to the public.,_ in towns 
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whe:re the re.c&iJltB: are no-t. sufficient. to justily it. nd where the co1ttainin.g 10,000 inhabitanta are supplied, then I would be per­
po-pulation is not sufficient to justify it. M~ own observation is fectly willing to vote for provisions providing for smaller offices. 
that a, town of 1,000 inhabitants to-day might in :five years con- Until then I am disposed to vote against all these proposithms 
ta.in 5,.000 i:nhabitants. There is one town in Ohio-which in 1880 and rest content. with the present system, by which we scramble 
contained four thousand and some inhabitants and to-day it· con- witheach.otherfor apo.s:t-office. building in. our respective States:. 
tains over 20t000, and Ohio is. getting to be one of the older It is n.ot a very fair way to do ,. and it. is the way in which the 
States. It seems to mE3 we ought to confine on]" building opera- larger States are always left in the. backgrmmd and the. smaller­
trans to cities that have. a- population of not less than.lO,OOO, and States with cities containing 4,000 or 5,000 inhabitants in the 
I would say whose receipts are not less than $20,000 a year so West and South are provided with public buildings for post­
that we should be iustified by the m~onitude of the business done office while in. the older States, espe.cially in New YorkJ Ohio, 
in expending money in the construction of a building. and Penn.sylva.nia,.citiescontain.ing 20,000 and 30J000inha.bitan.ts 

It is true the objection may lie that a cityvf 151000 i.nh.abitants have not a post-office building. l think we had betteradoptsome 
may in a short time contain 50,000 inhabi ta:nts, but that is not so g eneral rule of that kind and stand by it, and let the executive 
likely to happen as the rapid growth of the smaller towns in the department. :lete:n:nin.e from time to time which city deserves the 
far West. When a town gets to contain a population of 15,000 expenditure of a. portion of the annual appropri..a.tion made for 
o~ 20').000, especially in States east. of the. Mississippi River it is these purposes. 
n.ot.likely to grow so rapidly. and you may utilize the building Mr. VEST. The Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE] objects. to 
that. has been erected for the post-office. the bill because the small offices are not entirely provided for. 

I think the prese.n.t system is a faulty one of taking up and pro- Now the Senator from Ohio [Mr ~SHERMAN} objects to it because 
viding by single bills for particular towns. It is ve:ry unjust.. the larger offices are not entirely provided for. If $30,000 is 
It is unjust to the people oi Ohio. and we must always look to adopted as the upper limit it. would be just to both- classes, to the 
our own constituents, As I said beforet e hav-e in Ohio but six smaller offices and to the larger offices. 
public buildings constructed by the Government of the United . 'l'he Senator from Ohio admits. t.hat. the present. s3stem is 
States,. with a population of nearly 4.,000,000 people,, while we vicious and wron~. Nobody can defend an appropriation of five 
ha.ve over twenty cities: containing more than 10.,000 inhabitants, and a half million dollars,. as. we ma4e las.t yeat, for 35 public 
every one of which ought to be supplied with a public building. buildings. n is no wonder that the smaller towns and c\ties in 

Mr. PAD DOCK. But they would all be provided for by this the United Sta.tes are clamoring against. this system. It is worse 
bill. That is one of the most essential features of the bill. than. the river and harbor bill· it is worse than the pension sya-

·Mr. SHERMAN. They are not provided for except that it tem; it is the. worst grab game ever inaugurated in this Govern-
shall be done along wit.h towns containing 2,500 and 3,.000 inhabi- ment. · 
tania and so on. I think we ought to confine ourselves t.D the Nobody knows it so well as. a Senator who has served upon th.e 
larger towns. Committee on Public Building and. Grounds. It is a matter of 

Mr. PADDOCK. Underthepastmethodsall thoset.uwnsh&ve personal solicitation;. and as soon. as you construct one public 
been left out. For instance, take the appropriations for the last building in a tc.wn oJ 10,000 or 15,000 inhabitantsina.State every 
foor years for public buildings whic.h are not ye.t. occupied by other town in the State demand it as. an. equitable adjustment 
postroffices.. One hundred and fifty-one. buildings will have cost and as a matter of right. Where are we to stop in this proceed­
when completed something more tha.n $34>000)000. Now ihat i:ng? We have spent since the beginning of this. Government 
$34,.000,.000 would cover all the. towns which the Senator speaks $150,0001000 for. public buildings} a.nd how many have we? We 
of equally, fairly, justly, and equitably with the others.. have.151 no in proce of construction and they oos~ $34)000,000. 
~-SHERMAN. That is only the repetition of an. argument Suppose that any private individual should do his business upon 

made here over and over- again that is not exactly correct. The a. basis like tha~ whai wouid be thought of him? 
pos.t-oftioo buildings in the larger cities are used for a multitude of The Sena.tor from Ohio speaks about the distribution. of these 
other offices. In some cases they are used for the courts; in some public buildings and o! his. own State. Under t.his bi.I.4if $30,000 
cases they are use.dfor internal-revenue purposes· in SOlilB cases be. the basis, Ohio would h ve 52 post-otlioo buildings. where the 
they are used for the customs. In every eity in Ohio where there receipts were. from 3,000 to $8,000 a. year for three years. pre.ced­
is a public building called the post-office building, in Cincinnati ing and of those buildings where the receipts are from $8,000 to 
Cleveland, Toledo, Columbus, Dayton, all oi which we eall re- $30,000 a year for three years preceding she. would have 29; 
speetively cities containing about lOOJOOO inhabitants or over the in other wor<ls,. Ohio .vould. receive 81 public buildings in pro­
building is used not only for a post-office, but it is used for the pOl'tion not tlhiy to the receipts. of the offices hut to popula­
United States courts or used for public offices of a great variety tion. This table shows that. New York would have moret Penn.­
ofcha.racter. Therefore, it is not right. toeharge the interest of sylvania next, Ohio th~d lllinoi four~ and Missouri ough.t.to 
all the a.mormt of money, $36,000,000, that has been expended for be. :fiffu, but Massaclluse.tts comes in as :fifth, and there are one 
all these public buildings in the United States to the Post-Office or two of the Northwestern States that. receive. the propo~tion 
Department. Take the city of Cincinnati. Missouri should receive. My State gets 34 in aJ..l with a popula-

Mr. PADDOCK. There are very few of those left. Those are tion.o! two and a half millinn people. But you must adopt some · 
buildings which are now occupied but I spoke o1 buildings not. rule; and when Senators criticise this bill I beg t..h.em to give it 
yet completed, in process of construction. sufficient attention to suggest some amendment. If they pro-

Mr. SHERMAN« Still, s.o far as I know, every public build- pose to defeat this measure they simply have determined to ad­
ing in Ohio that has been erected by the Government. of the here to the pr~sent system which I say is a perfectly outrageous 
United States is used not only for the post-office but for all the one in its results. 
other national offices. • Mr. PERKINS. Mr.Presiden~Ibelieve that the. billreporled 

Mr. PADDOCK. That is true; but if the Senator will go by the Senator from Missouri as the representative of the com­
through the list a.nd take the appropriations up to date and take mit..tee is correct in principle and ought. to receive. the support. of 
the buildings tha.i ha.ve been constructed and those that are in the Senate as it is proposed t.o be amended. 
process of cons.truction, he will discover ~hat nearly all of those I think, as suggested by the Senator from Missouri t.hat it is 
places are provided for, and there are very few left. wrong to the s:ma.ller but thrifty and growing cities of this coun-

Mr. SHERMAN. I would say this is would be a fair prfrposi.- tey that all. the money, that is appropriated here for public. build­
tion, instead af the proposition of the Senator from Nebraska. and lllo<YS should be given to the large cities w he.re, perhaps, there 
the Senator from Missouri: I would make a general law declar- is more immediate necessity for it. than in the smaller towns, but 
ing that all places furnishing a revenue of over $20,000 postal re- which are securedinconsequenceof the. pressure that is brought 
ceipts and all cities. ha.vlll.g a certain population shall have post- to bear with the committees having charge of the appropria­
office structures built of a size and quality according to their tions. made for such purpose and to the prejudice of the smaller 
population.; and_ that ought to ba done first before any provision places.. 
is made for minor offices. Minor offices can not be provided for As has been suggested here,. there are 151 buildings in process 
very well. In some cases, as I said, persons owning fine blocks of erection in the United States} and to erect these we. have made 
like to have the post-office in their building, and they make some- anappropria.tio.nof$341000,000.. Toprovidefor thel,370bulldings 
times the rent very low, so that the amount of rent paid for the that will be authorized under the provisions of this bill) if it be­
office is not large, and in some great fire-proof buildings it is not comes a. law, will in the aggregate tax the people of the country 
more than 1 or 2 per cent of the actual cost of the building. but a little more than the 151 buildings that are already provided 

Therefore I think I shall content myself by simply saying that for. The estimate that has been made by the Department and 
I shall vote.a.~.ainst these various propositions and I shall vote by the Senator from Missouri shows that to seoure these 1,.370 
&g&inst the Diu.. If a certain sum of money were appropriated buildings will cost the people of the United States probably not 
for this purpose. say $5,.000,000 a year, to be expended in a. cer- toexceed$45,000,000. The Senator from Wisconsin sa..id $52,000~­
.tain class of houses, and J>3:rlicularly in the larger towns that 000. I think his estimate is a very liberal if not an extravagant 
ae. not now already supphed, and to be continued until all those one. 
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Mr. PADDOCK. The statement I made was that $52,000,000 
would cover every post-office building in the United States. 

Mr. PERKINS. I understood the Senator from Wisconsin to 
estimate, in answer to an inquiry put to him, that under the pro­
visions of the bill as proposed to be amended the expense might 
equal $52,000,000. I think to provide for the 1,370 offices given 
by the Senator from Missouri would not impose upon the country 
to exceed $45,000,000 at the most and probably not over $40,000,-
000. 

The Senator from Arkansas says that discretion and power are 
given to a board that might be abused; that some communities 
might be discriminated against to the prejudice of other com­
munities. I do not anticipate an evil of that kind. I believe that 
if the tribunal which is named in the bill is given the power and 
the jurisdiction which are proposed, and they are required to 
submit a report to the Congress of the United States showing the 
places that they are proposing and sutwest what they propose to 
e:KJ»lnd in these several places they will without doubt act fairly 
and impartially; in other words, if they submit their report to 
the discretion .and to the consideration of Congress and to public 
review and to public criticism there is no danger to be appre­
hended that they will be impartial and that they will be unfair 
in the performance of the duties that are imposed upon them 
under the bill. 

I believe that the Government of the United States ought to 
proTide its own buildings in towns of 2,500 inhabitants or more. 
My judgment is that nothing would strengthen the Government 
more in the respect and affections of the people than for it in the 
towns and cities of the size suggested to erect and own its own 
public buildings, and to float above them the flag of our country, 
the emblem of our nationality. It would take to the people tan­
gible evidence of the fact that there is a government, and would 
permit the public business of the country to be done in buildings 
owned by the Government and erected by the Government. 

i do not believe in the policy suggested by the Senator from 
Ohio that the Government ought to go into towns of 3,0001 4,000, 
and 5,000 inhabitants and put one point in competition w1th an­
other and see whether the one may not be willing to contribute 
the use of a building for post-office purposes for nothing in con­
sideration of some supposed advantage. In other words, I do not 
believe the Government of the United States ought to pass a 
contribution box or a hat around for any such purpose. The 
Government of the United Statesis rich enou~h andit isstrong 
enough in its resources to provide suitable buildings in all such 
towns, and under the system that is proposed by the bill no build­
ing will be an extravagant ·one, nor will the appropriations be 
wasteful or exorbitant. They will only be such as the reasona­
ble necessities of the community require, and itwiJ,lprotect very 
greatly the committees having charge of this legislation from the 
importunities that are now precipitated upon them. 

It may not be the case tosuchanextenthere, but! know that in 
the other House there is a very great scramble indeed to get upon 
the1 Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds for the reason 

· that those who desire those places are anxious to secure public 
buildings in their own towns, and when they are favored with 
appointment upon the committee they go to work to sec\lre build­
ings at their own immediate homes, ·and almost all other locali­
ties are discriminated against. We ought by suitable legislation 
to protect Congress and the country against just such pra-ctices, 
and I believe this bill if enacted into law will do it very greatly. 

In the aggregate the bill is not going to impose upon the peo­
ple of the United States or the Government burdens. that we 
can not bear with propriety. As I suggested before, if we own 
in our cities of three, four, five, six, and seven thousand peo­
ple the building in which the Government does its business, and 
we float above that building the flag of the Republic, it gives 
dignity to the Government, and it bring~ the Government to the 
people. My judgment is that no legislation which has been sug­
gested here this session will carry to the people greater benefits 
or more satisfaction than the bill which is now under considera­
tion. 

I can not understand why the Senator from Arkansas should 
think that this is a discrimination in the interest of the manu­
facturing States to the prejudice of the agricultural sections of 
the country. As shown by the Senator from Missouri, it is the 
agricultural States that get the most of the benefit. Under this 
bill my own State, as has been recited, wouldgetfifty-seven build­
ings, and wi tb out some legislation of this character the pro ba bili­
ties are that not one of those towns for years would ever get a pub­
lic building while they will be contributing all the time in taxes 
to.public buildings erected elsewhere. Under the present system 
all these towns and cities would be ignored and would not get a 
public building in acentury,whileunder a general and equitable 
plan, such as is proposed by the provisions of this bill, they-will 
in time secure reasonable and suitable public buildings where 
the public can be served without extravagance, and in the end 

the saving to the Government in rents will pay the cost of theil• 
construction and completion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
submitted by the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. VILAS] to the 
amendment of the committee. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question now is on agreeing to 

the amendment reported by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEST] 
from the committee, as amended. 

Mr. VEST. I hope the Senator from Wisconsin will agree to 
put the limit at $30,000 ·a year for three years preceding. . 

Mr. PERKINS. I hope so. 
Mr. PADDOCK. That would be right. 
Mr. VEST. I refer to his amendment adopted on Friday, which 

took off the limitation of $30,000 a year. I think it ought to be 
copjined to that. All legislation must be a compromise. All of 
us can not be suited in regard to any measure that comes before 
us. We want to strike the medium, which! believe is the right 
path, between the buildings of the largest size, which will take 
care of themselves and have all been taken care of, and the 
fourth-class post-offices, so as to include those where the receipts 
are $3,000 for three years preceding and not exceeding $30,000 a 
year for three years preceding. 

Mr. VILAS. I will most cheerfully agree to that ii it will fa­
cilitate the passage of this most excellent measure in the judg­
ment of the Senator from Missouri, representing the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment will be 
stated. 

Mr. VILAS. The amendment was adopted by the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole, and I suppose it would be necessary 
to restore the matter in the bill by motion. 

Mr. VEST. Reconsider. 
Mr. VILAS. Yes, I move to reconsider the vote by which my 

amendment to the amendment of the committee was agreed to. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The vote by which the amendment 

to the amendment was agreed to on Friday last will be regarded 
as reconsidered, if there be no objection. The Chair hears no 
objection, and the vote is reconsidered. · • 

Mr. VILAS. I withdraw the amendment to the amendment 
then, with the permission of the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment will be 
stated. 

The CHIEF CLERIC In section 3, line 7, after the word '' dol- . 
lars," strike out the words " and have not exceeded ninety thou­
sand dollars." 

Mr. VEST. That language it is desired shall stand . . The 
clause '-'and have not exceeded ninety thousand dollars " is to 
remain in the section. 

Mr. VILAs. · My opinion i3 that the bill will be a very much 
more useful bill with that clause out, and that it will have a 
great tendency to check extravagance in appropriation. It ought 
to be observed-and I would very much like to direct the atten­
tion of the Senator from Ohio to this consideration-that the bill 
does not so much provide for the erection of public buildings as 
it provides a system by which the subsequent appropriations 
by Congress fortheerectionof such buildingewill be under some 
sort of regulation and control. However, if it will facilitate the 
passage of this bill, I shall very gladly withdraw the amend­
ment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendmentto the amendment 
is withdrawn, and the clause which has beenread remains in the 
third section of the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. BERRY. I should like to inquire of the Senator now, as 
he withdraws his amendment to the amendment, what is the 
limit upon the cost of any one building with tbe amendment to 
the amendm.entwithdrawn? . 

Mr. VILAS. It is not the limitation of cost which has been 
withdrawn; it is the limitation upon the class of post-offices 
within which selections may be made. 

Mr. BERRY. I understood the Senator to withdraw the amend­
ment to the amendment that he offered to-day. 

Mr. VILAS. No, sir; it was the one that was offered on Fri-
day. 

Mr. BERRY. And not the one offered to-day? 
Mr. VILAS. No, sir; not that one. 
Mr. BERRY. So a building may still cost, as amended, to the 

amount of $75,000? 
Mr. VILAS. Yes, sir; in large cities. · 
Mr. BERRY. In that respect it is not changed? 
Mr. VILAS. That would only be in places where the gross 

receipts for three years preceding amounted to $75,000. The 
limitationno'Y provided by the amendment adopted with the con­
currence of the committee and with the ·concurrence of the Sen­
ator from Nebraska [Mr. PADDOCK] and the Senator from Kan­
sas [Mr. PERKINS], who spoke the other day upon the subject, 
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provides for_a graduated limitation where the offices are above 
th~ third class, fixing that limitation at an amount equal to the 
postroffice receipts during the three years preceding. Thus as 
offices which yield $8,000 a year gross receipts enter the second 
class, and as the limitation is now place~ at $90,000 as the top 
limitation of offices of the second class, the lower limitation of 
that class would be $24,000 a year. That would be increased as 
the business of the office increased, and the highest limitation of 
the highest offices would be $75,000. Those are in all cases only 
top limitations below which-not in excess of which, but below 
which-this board of public construction, with the approval of 
the President in every case by··an order in writing, may assign 
a lesser limit, if in their judgment the interests of the public re­
quire it. 

Mr. VEST. I ask for the reading of the third section of the 
amendment as amended. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The third ection as amended will 
be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
SEc. 3. That the Postmaster-General shall from time to time cause to be 

constructed buildings, in accordance with said general design and plans 
hereinbefore mentioned. for the accommodation in towns and cities having 
no Federal building, of all Presidential post-offices the gro s receipts of 
which for three years preceding shall have exceeded the sum of $9,000 and 
have not exceeded !90,000, said · buildings to be fairly distributed among the 
several States and Territories~ The places for the construction thereof to 
be from time to time selected and designated in '''Titing by the Postmaster­
General, Secretary of the Treasury, and Secretary of the Interior, with the 
approval of the President; but no buildings shall be contracted for or erected 
in excess of the amou~ts which inay be from time to time appropriated for 
such purpose by Congress. The proper working drawings and specifications 
for such buildings shall be prepared in accordance with the general design 
and plans aforesaid. The material to be used in the construction of any 
such building shall be determined by the Postmaster-General: Provided 
howev~r. That the total cost to the United States of any such building for 
post-omce purposes only, including the site thereof and all approaches 
thereto, and all fixtures, heating apparatus and appliances, n ecessary to the 
completion of sucp. building accoi·ding to the design and specifications there­
for, shall in no case exceed $00,000 at any place where the gross receipts of 
the post-otnce during each of the three preceding years sball not have ex­
ceeded 18,000, and a.t no ot.her place shall it exceed a sum equal to the ag~e­
gate of the post-office receipts~t .spch place duringthethreeyearspreceding, 
nor fi'S,OOO in all; and that within sucli limits the eost of each such building and 
grounds shall be fixed by the board aforesaid., subject also to the President's 
approval, in the order making selection of the place, and in so limiting such 
cost, regard shall be had to population, business, growth in the past, and such 
other circumstances as will aid judgp1ent in refe1·ence to the present and !lTOs­
pectiverequirements of post-omce service at such locality; and if at any place 
which said board shall desire to select for such build~, a greater sum than is 
here authorized shall in their judgment be required to provide a sutncient 
building to meet the exigencies of the public service, they shall report the 
same to Congress with their reasons therefor. But unless specially authorized 
by Congress, no sum in excess of such limitation so originally fixed by written 
order in pursuance of the authorityherebyconferred, shall upon any account 
or pretext be paid from the Treasury for any of the purposes aforesaid at any 
place. All contracts for the construction or such buildings, and for material, 
tlxtures, or apparatus to be used therein, shall be let to the lo,\"est and best 
bldder~.after such advertisements for proposals as the Postmas ter-General 
shall airect, one of whlch advertisements shall be printed in a newspaper 

. published at the place where such building is intended to be constructed, if 
any such there be, and if there be none at such place, in some newspaper 
published nearest thereto. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing tOIIthe 
amendment of the committee as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no further amendment 

;as in Committee of the Whole the bill will be reported to the 
.Senate. 

Mr. GEORGE. I propose now to offer an amendment. I will 
state to the clerks and to the Senate that the amendment as 
printed was incorrectly printed, and it will be read correctly 
now. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be read. 
The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to add a new section, as 

follows: 
SEc. -. 'l'hat a.Il expenditures under this a.ct shall be paid for by the issue, 

in addition t<> the amount now authorized by law, of legal-tender 'l'reasury 
notes, which shall be engra.v.ed and printed, and be redeemable, and be reis­
sued when taken up in the Treasury, in all respects as now provided by law 
for legal-tender Treasury notes. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, I desire to say but a word or 
two in relation to the amendment. In the first place, it is my 
understanding that· the expenditures of the Government are 

·pressing upon the receipts of the Treasury. I understand that 
to be the fact. I do not want any increase of taxation. I desire 
to state, as explanatory of my position on that subject, that I do 
not believe in fiat money. I do not believe the Governmentcan 
stamp paper and make it a legal tender and issue it in unlimited 
quantities, and in that way make it good money. In other words, 
I believe that the promise of the Government to redeem and the 
capacity of the Government to redeem, or in other words the 
good faith of the Government in providing for redemption and 
the ability of the Government to make redemption, are the con­
stituents which make the greenback or legal-tender currency 
equal to gold and silver. · 
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I want no misunderstanding of my position as to that. I be­
lieve, and I shall read the authority of one of the greatest men 
who eYer sat in this body to that effect, that the provisions now 
made by law for the redemption of legal-tender notes are amply 
sufficient to 1·edeem and to keep at par not only the small addi­
tional sum provided for in my amendment, but double the amount 
of the greenbacks now in circulation. When I shall have read. 
that to the Senate, being the authodty, as I said before, of one 
of the greatest men who ever sat in this body, I believe l shall 
have discharged my duty in pre enting the reasons why the 
amendment should be adopted. 

On the 29th day of July , 1886, Mr. B eck then a Senator from 
Kentucky, said: 

I am not going to say anything now about or against the $100,000,000reserve: 
that will not be endangered by the House resolution. I never have believed 
there was any necessity for $50,000 000 of reserve; I do not believe it now. It 
becomes more and more absurd every day to hea about $100,000,000 guard­
ing greenbacks. I do not believe the credit of thiS Government would be im­
paired one penny if we were to-day to take $50,000,000 or all of that reserve 
and payoff the 3 per cent bonds with it. 

There are now $346,000,000 of greenbacks, according to Mr. 
Beck, in whose judgment I think the country on matters of thi~ 
sort reposes great confidence, certainly I do; and there was no 
nece sity for the retention of more than $50,000,000, as he calls 
it, to guard them. He did not regard even that amount as nee-: 
essary. I will read a little further: 

Whatever may have been thought to be prudent in 1879, when the resump­
tion act was a.n experiment, eight years of experience have shown that the 
greenback needs no protection. 

I admit, and I want the admission to be distinctly understood, 
that an unlimited amount of greenbacks without provision for 
their redemption would in the end become a depreciated currency, 
against which I stand raady to vote at all times. 

When we paid off $50,000,000 of 3 per cent bonds betwE!en the 1st day of 
January and the 1st day of July last, nearly $40,000,000 of them were paid in 
greenbackB a t the request of the men who held the bonds. 

The bonds were payable in gold, and yet when $50,000,000 were 
paid, according to Mr. Beck, $40,000:000 of them were paid in 
greenbacks at the request of the holders of the bonds; that is, 
they preferred the g-reenbacks to the gold. 

When the character of money in which our customs dues were paid at the 
great port of New York during the month of June was looked into it was 
found thn.t nearly 8"2 per cent of all the taxes were paid in greenbacks. although 
the law requires coin, and coin alone, for customs dues. . · . 

The greenback money, the legal-tender Treasury notes, had 
such an established character that the Secretary of the Treas­
ury, although the law required him to collect the duties incoin, 
felt at liberty to collect 82 per cent of them in greenbacks. 

The greenbacks in the Treasury held for the redemption of national bank­
notes have been increased in the las t five months from $30,000,000 to $60,000,-
000. Everybody wants greenbacks; nobody wants to have them redeemed, 
so that t.here is no sense in holding or hoarding gold for their redemption, 
far less $100,000.000 that costs us $5,000,000 of interes t annually, as we paid 5 
per cent for $6,000 000 of it, a:nd 4~ per cent for the balance. 

There is another statement, that nobody wantsgreenbacks re­
deemed. There is a delusion upon that subject in which I do not 
share; and I want it understood that greenbacks are preferred 
as currency upon the ground (and no longer would they be pre­
ferred unless that ground did exist) that there is both a willing­
ness on the part of the Government to redeem them on presenta­
tion in coin and the capacity to do it. I !{f) no further. I want 
that distinctly understood in the propositbn to issue legal-tender 
greenbacks; that is, to issue them in such amounts and with such 
provisions for their redemption a£ will satisfy the public that 
they will be redeemed when presented for payment. Whenever 
we go that ar and no further, we can, if Mr. Beck was right, al­
ways keep the greenbacks in circulation, because the public hav­
ing the confidence in their redemption prefer to have money 
equal to coin in the shape of greenbacks to having it in the shape 
of the coin itself. 

We have $100,000,000 in gold as a fund, as Mr. Beck says, t.o 
guard the greenbacks. We have $346,000,000 of these green­
backs or legal-tender Treasury notes. Mr. Beck says, and he 
has never been successfully contradicted, that $50,000,000 is 
ample to guard the $346,000,000. If that be so, and he proves it, 
as I have read in the hearing of the Senate, it is clear that we 
may increase the volume of greenbackcurrencydoublethe$346,-
000,000, and it will remain a safe ound, redeemable currency 
equal to coin. 

Mr. President, there is a dearth of money in the country, as 
we all admit, for I understand gentleman who are opposed to the 
free coinage of silver, of which I am not one, all say that if we 
can have an international arrangement by which they are as­
sured that silver will be equal in value to gold, then they are in 
favor of inc1·easing the currency by the free coinage of silver. 
Nobody so far as I have heard, in the Senate or elsewhere, has 
asserted the proposition that we have currency enough . . The 
trouble is in getting a currency which will not 'p depreciated as 

. 
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compared with eoin. Then, whatever may be said about the 
~e coinage of silver as giving us a d~based currency, it is cer~ 
tam that nnde~ the present guaranties for the redemption -of 
greenba~ks an ISsue of them to an amount very largelyexceedinO' 
the present issue will result in giving us a currency which th~ 
people prefer to gold. 
. Under these _circumstances, I think that when we a.re going 
mto an expenditure of more money than the ordinary expendi­
ture~ of the Government, when ex~nditures .are pressing upon 
re001pts, and when the people are m a depressed financial con­
dition, appealing and crying aloud for more circulation and 
more money, instead of levying more taxes and coUecting from 
them more of their hard earnings we bad better make the-ex­
penditure in that way whi.ch will, in the first place, not increase 
their burdens, and, in the) second place, by an increase in the 
circulation of money facilitate them in bearinO' the burdens 
which they now have. "' 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE]. 
· Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the amen-dment lie on the table. 
It is manifestly improper in connection with this bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of 
the Senator from Ohio that the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi lie on the table. 

Mr. GEORGE. On that I .call for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. PALMER. May I ask that the .amendment be read. I 

do not know that I comprehend it fully. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Tlleamendmentwill beagainread. 
'The CHIEF CLERK. It is pt'Oposed to add a new section, as 

follows: \ 
SEc.-. That all expenditures rmder this a.ct shall be paid for by the issue 

in addition to the amount now aut-horized by law~ of legal-render Treasm-Y 
notes, which shall be engraved and printed, and oe redeemahle and be re­
issued when tak~n up in the Treasury in all respects as now provided by law 
for legal-tender Treasury n-otes. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. On the motiOn to lay the amend­
ment on the table the yeas and nays .are demanded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. COLQUITT (when his name was called). I an{ paiYed 
with the Senator from Iowa [Mr. WILSON]. · 

Mr. FAULKNER (when his narm"C was called). I am paired 
with the junior Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. QUAY]. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Vel'Illont [Mr. MORRILL], who is detained from 
the Senate by severe illness. If he were present he would v~te 
"yea" and I should vote ' nay/' 

Mr. PLATT (whenMr.HAWLEY'snamewas called). My col­
league [Mr. HAWLEY] is absent from the Senate, paired with the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL], I believe, unle s that 
Senator should be paired with the Senatorfrom Iowa [Mr. ALLI­
SON]. My colleague, if present, would vote '-' y~a '' on this mo-
tio~ , 

Mr. HIGGINS (when his name was call-ed). I .am paired with 
the senior Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERsoN]. I as­
sume on this question he would vote" yea," and I therefore take 
the liberty of voting •' yea." 

. Mr. JONES of Arkansas (when his name was -called). I am 
paired with the Senator from New York [Mr. HiscoCK]. I do 
not know how that Senator would vote if present, and therefore 
withhold my vote.. 

Mr .. KENNA {when his name was called). I am paired on all 
questions with the Senator from Colfrrado [Mr. WOLOOTT]~ 

Mr . .McMILLAN (when his name was -call"Cd). I am paired 
with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. He not be­
ing present I withhold my vote. 

Mr. RANSOM (when his name was called). I .am paired with 
the senior Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE]. . 

Mr. SHERMAN (whenhisnamewas called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Kentucky '[Mr. CARLISLE] bui! feeling quite 
assured that he would vote in the affirm.ativeif present, I willso 
vote, unless some Senator has a doabt about it. I vote" yea." 

.Mr. WARREN (when his namewasc.alled). I am paired with 
the Senator from Georgia [Mr. GoRDON]. In his absence and not 
knowing which way he would vote I withhold my vote. 

The roll call was concluded. 
Mr. DIXON. I am paired on all questions with the Senator from 

Mississippi [Mr . WALTHALL]~ My colleague fMr. ALDRICH] 
is absent and is not paired. I tiansfer that pair to my colleague 
{Mr. ALDRICH] and I vote·~ yea." 

Mr. ALLEN. I am paired with the Senator from Tennessee 
[Mr. BATE], and therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr MANDERSON. I am paired with the Senator from Ken­
tucky [Mr. BLACKBURN]. If he were presentl .sh.ouldv-ote ",yea.~J 

Mr. WIL~ON. I .did not :hear the n-ame-of th-e Senator from 
Georgia [Mr. COLQUITT] called as having voted. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. He is not reoorded. 
Mr. WILSON {after voting in the affirmative). He was in the 

Chamber when I came in, but if he has not voted I shall not vote. 
I am paired with him, and therefore withdraw my vote. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President in o.rder to make .a quorum. 
and as my vote-can not possibly change the result, I .s1lall record 
my vote notwithstanding my p ir. I vote" nay." 

Mr. MANDERSON. I understand no .quorum ha.s voted. I 
therefore ask the privilege of voting. I vote" ye-a.' 

Mr. WILSON. I understand that a quorum bas not yet voted. 
I therefore vote" yea." , 

The result w.as announced-yea 28, nays 17; as follows: 
YEAS-!:!8. 

Carey, Dolph, Hoar, Sawyer~ 
casey, Felton, Manderson, Sherman, 
Chandler, Frye, Paddock, Sqltire, 
Cullom, ' Ga.llinger, Palmer, :Stockbridge., 
Davis, Gray, Perkins, Vilas, 
Dawes, Hansbrough, Platt, White, 
Dixon, Higgins, Proctor, Wils<m. 

NAYS-17. 
Barbour, Daniel, Pe:!ter, . Van-ce. 
Berry, George, Pettigrew, Vest. 
Call, Harris, Pugh, 
Chilton, Morgan. Stewaa-t, 
Coke, PJI.SCO, Turpie, 

NOT VOTING--43. 

Aldrich. Colquitt Irby, Ransom, 
Allen. Dubois, Jones, Ark. Sanders, 
Allison, Faulkner, Jones, Nev. Shoup, 
Bate., Gfbson, La. K~nn, Stanford, 
Bl7LCkblll"n, Oibson,Md. Kyle1 Teller, 
Blodgett, Gordon, McMillan, Voorhees, 
Brice, -Gorman. McPherson. Wa.lithall, 
Butler Hale, Ml'tchell, Wa;rren, 
Cameron. =l(>y, Morrill, W-ashburn, 
Carlisle, Power. Wolcott. 
Cockrell, Hiscock, Quay~ 

So the motion to lay the amendment on the table was agreed 'to. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill is still before :tlle Senate 

as in Committee <>f the Whule and open to amendment. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as .amended, and the amend­

ment was ·Concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third readi.ng, and 

read the third time. 
Mr. BERRY. I ask for the yeas -and nays on :the passage of 

the bill. · 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 'and the 'Secretary proceeded 

to c-all the rolL 
Mr. FAULKNER (when his name was :called). I am paired 

with the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. QuAY] on a.TI questions . 
Mr. GRAY (when his name w.as called). I am paired with the 

junior Senator from New Jersey [Mr. BLODGETT] on this ques­
tion. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I am paired with 
th~Senator from Vermont '[Mr. MORRILL]. · 

Mr. HIGGINS (wh~n his name was <Called). I am paired with 
the senior Senator from New Jersey ![Mr. McPHERSON]. In his 
absence I withhold my vote . 

Mr. McMILLAN (when his name wascalled). I .am paired 
with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr.V ANCE], and there­
fore withhold my vote. 

Mr. PLATT ( hen his name was <Called) . My .colleague [.Mr. 
HAWLEY] is unavoidably absent from the Senate. I understand 
that he is pail·ed with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocK­
RELL]. If here my colleague would vote "' nay." I vote ''nay.'' 
, Mr. SHERMAN (when his name was -called) . I am paired 
with the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE], but he would 
vote "nayu if present,.and I vote 'nay;" 

Mr. WILSON (when his name was caUed). 1 am paired with 
the Senator t1·om Georgia [Mr. COLQUITT]. I therefore with­
hold my vote unless it be necessary to make a quorum. 

The roll .call was concluded. 
Mr. DAVIS. 1 am iPaired witb the Senator from Indiana fMr. · 

TURPIE). 
Mr. BERRY~ I was paired with the Senator from Colorado 

[Mr. TELLERJ, but I have tranferred that pair to the Senator 
:trom Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE]. Lf the Senator from Colorado 
were present he would vote ".Yea" and the Senator from Ken­
tucky ould vote '' nay., I will let my vote stand '' nay." 

Mr. FAULKNER. I desire to nnounce the pair of my .col­
league [Mr. KENNA] with the Senator .from Colorado V,1r WoL­
QO'l'T]. 

Mr. DIXON. I am pa-ired with the S.e.n.ator :.from Mississippi 
[Mr. WALTHALL). 

Mr. COCKRELL. I am paired with the ~nator from Con-
necticut [Mr. HAWLEY]. . 
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The result was announced-yeas 24, nays 21; as follows: 
YEAS-24. 

Allen. Dolph, Morgan, 
Allison, Dubois, Paddock, 
Blackburn, Frye, Petter, 
Carey, Gallinger, Perkins, 
Oa.sey, Hansbrough, Proctor, 
Cullom, Manderson. Sanders, 

NAYS-21. 
Barbour, Coke, Hoar, 
Bate, Daniel, Palmer, 
Berry, Dawes, .Pasco, 
Call, Felton, Platt, 
Chandler, George, Pugh, 
Chilton, Hale, Ransom. 

NOT VOTING-43. 
Aldrich, Gibson, La. 
Blodgett, Gibson, Md. 
Brice, Gordon, 
Butler, Gorman, 
Cameron, Gray, 
Carlisle, Harris, 
Cockrell, Hawley, 
Colquitt, IDggins. 
Davis, H111, 
Dixon, Hiscock, 
F&nlkner, Irby, 

So the bill was passed. 

Jones, Ark. 
Jones, Nev. 
Kenna, 
Kyle, 
McMilla.n., 
McPherson, 
Mitchell, 
Morrill, 
Pettigrew, 
Power, 
Quay, 

Sawyer, 
Squire, 
Stockbridge, 
Vest, 
Vilas, 
Warren. 

Sherman. 
Stewart. 
White. 

Shoup, 
Stanford, 
Teller, 
Turple, 
Vance, 
Voorhees, 
Walthall, 
Washburn, 
Wilson, 
Wolcott. 

FOOD AND DRUG ADULTERATION. 

Mr. PADDOCK submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Buolv~d, That 500 copies o! S. 1 be printed in document form n.s it passed 

the Senate for the use ot the Committee on Agriculture and Fcrrestry. 

WEST VIRGINIA DffiECT TAX 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate 
the first special order, being the joint resolution {S. R. 9) to di­
rect the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the governor of the 
State of West Virginia the sum appropriated by the act of Con­
gress entitled 'l ~ act to credit and pay to the several States 
and Territories and the Dh;trictofColumbiaall moneys collected 
under the direct tax le-vied by the act of Congress approved Au­
gust 5, 1861." 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the con­
sideration of executive business. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of 
the Senator from Ohio. 

The mvtion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business. After one hour and twenty­
three minutes spent in executive session the doors were reopened, 
and (at 5 o'clock and 25 minutesp. m.)theSenatea.djourned until 
to-morrow, Tuesday, March 15, 1892, at 12 o'clock m. 

NOMINATIONS. 

Execu:tive 'flhTI'Ii,nations received by the Senate MarCh 14, 1892. 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 

GeorgeP. McLean, of Connecticut, to be a.ttorneyof.the United 
States for the district of Connecticut, vice George G. Sill, whose 
term will expire March 27, 1892. 

SECRETARY 'OF LEGATION. 

William H. Lawrence, of Bristol, Pa., to be secretary of the 
legation of the United States at Rio de Janeiro, vice J. Fenner 
Lee, resigned. 

PASSED ASSISTANT SURGEON, MARINE HOSPITAL SERVICE. 

Assistant Surg. Julius 0. Cobb, of South Carolina., to be a 
passed assistant surgeon in the Marine Hospital Service of the 
United States. -

ASSISTANT SURGEON IN THE NAVY. 

Charles PerryBagg,aresidentof California.., to be an assistant 
surgeon in the Navy, to fill a vacancy in that grade. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 

Subsistence .DepartmentJ 
Lieut. Col. JobnP. Hawkins, assistant commissary-general, to 

be assistant commissary-general with the rank of colonel, March 
12, 1892, vice Bell, retired from active service. 

Maj. John W. Barriger, commissary of subsistence, to be as­
sistant commissary-general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, 
March 12, 1892, vice Hawkins, promoted. 

Capt. Charles P. Eagan, commissary of subsistence, to be com­
missary of subsistence with the rank of major, March 12, 1892, 
vic~ Barriger, promoted. 

' 

CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations CO'Tijirrned by the Sen,ate MarCh 14, 1892. 

CONSUL. 

Joseph E. Hayden, of the District of Columbia, to be consul of 
the United States at Stockholm. 

COMMISSIONER FOR ALASKA. 

William A. Kelly, of Portland, Oregon, to be commissioner in · 
and for the district of Alaska. 

OOLLECTOR OF '"DUSTOMS. . 

William R. Remington, of New York, to be collector of customs 
for the district of Oswegatchie, in the State of New York. 

UTAH PROBATE JUDGES. 

Lars P. Edholm, of Utah Territory, to be judge of probate in 
the county of Morgan, in the Territory of Utah. 

George C. Veile, of Utah Territory, to be judge of probate in 
the county of Millard, in the Territory of Utah. 

Daniel Page, of Utah Territory, to be judge of probate in the 
county of Iron, in the Territory of Utah. 

Isaac Burton, of Utah Territory, to be judge of probate in the 
countv of Uinta, in the Territory of Utah. · 

Janies McGarry, of Utah Territory, to be judge of probate in 
the county of Beaver, in the Territory of Utah. 

PROMOTION IN THE MARINE CORPS. 

First Lieut. Frank L. Denny, ·united States Marine Corps, to 
be assistant quartermaster in the Marine Corps . 

PROMOTION IN THE NAVY. 

Assistant Naval Constructor Samuel W. Armistead, a resident 
of Virginia, to be a naval constructor in the United States Navy. 

APPOINTMENTS IN THE NAVY. _ 

Thomas S . .T ewett, .a resident ol Missouri, and Frank T. Armes, 
a. resident of Connecticut, to be assistant paymasters in the Navy. 

Frederick Francis Sherman, a resident of Massachusetts, and 
William H~ Ironsides Reaney, a resident of Maryland, to be chap­
lains in the Navy. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MOND.A.Y, March 14, 1892~ 

The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
WILLIAM H. MILBURN, D. D. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday was read and ap-
proved. · 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. BLAND. I would like a change of reference of a bill that 
came over from the Senate a few days ago. The bill was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims; it should have gone 
to the Committee on Public Lands. It is the bill (S. 1342) for 
the relief of J obn R. Blankenship. 

The SPEAKE.R. II there be no objection the Committee on 
Pri va.t&La.nd Claims will be discharged from the further consid­
eration of the bill and it will be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 1 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
.CHEROKEE OUTLET.~ 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message 
from the President of the United States: 
To the Senate and House of .Representatives: 

I transmit herewith for the consideration of Congre sa com:munication ot 
the 5th instant, !rom the Secretary of the Interior, submitting the agreement 
by and between the commissioners of the United States and ,the Cherokee 
Nation of Indians in the In~ian Territory for the cession o! certain lands, 
and other purposes. 

BENJ. HARRISON. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, March 9, 1892. 
The SPEAKER. The message and accompanying papers will 

be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. WASHINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I move that the message 

and accompanying papers be referred to the Committee on the 
Territories, instead of the Committee on Indian Affairs, and, as 
a. parliamentary inquiry, would like to know if it is in order to 
give reasons for asking that reference?-

The SPEAKER. The question of reference is not debatable; 
but by unanimous consent the gentleman might proceed. The 
Chair having submitted a. message from the President desired 
that it should be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
The gentleman from Tennessee moves to refer it to the Commit­
tee on the Territories. The question is upon agreeing to the mo_. 
tion. 

Mr. BURROWS. What does it relate to? 
Mr. WASHINGTON. That is the reason I wish to make a few 

remarks explaining the reasons for the reference desired. 

/ 

/ 

I • 
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The SPEAKER. The Clerk will again repo.rt the message. 
The message was again reported. 
l\fr. WASHINGTON. Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask 

unanimous consent to make a statement in connection with that 
reference. 

·The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gen­
tleman from Tennessee? [After a pause.] The Chair hears 
none. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. This is the treaty negotiated by com­
missioners appointed by the President to confer with the Chero­
kee Nation in regard to the disposition of what is known as the 
Cherokee Outlet. The legislation in ·regard to the extinguish­
ment of such title as these Indians have to that Outlet originated 
with the Committee on the Territories, and the ultimate disposi­
tion of that land, the Territory to which it shall be attached, and 
the laws concerning its control should emanate from the Com­
mittee on the Territories. The only matter in these papers, in 
my opinion, which b elongs at all to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs is so much as can be construed to be a part·of the negotia­
tion of the treaty with the Indians. It was for the relinquish­
ment of their title, a title which many of us think they never had. 
But we appointed a· commission, and the commission have nego­
tiated an agreement by which we proposed to pay $1.47 an acre 
for such title as they have to what is known as the Cherokee Out­
let; The legislation concerning that much of the public domain 
and putting it under some 'Territorial form of government must 
come from the Committee on the Territories. 

Therefore, I will ask this House, by its vote, to refer this mes­
sage and papers to the Committee on Territories rather than to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HEARD. I desire to ask the gentleman from Tennessee 
from which committee did the authority come under which these 
commissioners a.cted? 

Mr. WASHINGTON. I will leave my friend from Missouri 
[Mr. !tfANSUR] to answe:r.· that question. 

Mr. MANSUR. I will answer the question. 
. Mr. HEMPHILL. If there is to be any discussion I shall have 
to object. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to refer is not debatable and 
this can only be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. MANSUR. Mr. Speaker, I can state all I de~ire in three 
minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the gentleman from 
Missouri making a statement? [After a pause.] The Chair hears 
none. 

Mr. ALLEN. If there is to be an opportunity to reply to the 
gentleman, I do not object. · 

Mr. MANSUR. Originally the Committee on Territories pre­
pared its report for the raising of this commission to treat with 
the Indians of Oklahoma Territory and to extinguish their title. 
That came from the Committee on Territories. 

In it were elaborate provisions for throwing open the lands for 
purchase and settlement, giving the terms and the manner, and 
for keeping the "sooners" out, and all of that, and also for es­
tablishing town sites. That bill passed the House and went to 
the Senate. The Senaterefused to pass it, and withinforty-eight 
hours of the conclusion of the second session of the Fiftieth Con­
gress, in this House, certain sections were bodily taken out of 
the bill creating the Territory of Oklahoma and engrafted in 
the Indian appropriation bill of that year. This commission has 
been treating, and they have reported their action, and this mes­
sage pertains to the tr~aty with the Indians as to the payment of 
the moneys. 

They have reported in this bill on every account between the 
Government and the Cherokees from 1818 to the present time. 
They have reported to set ~ide other. treaties. They have re­
ported in favor of giving a large number of Indian locations upon 
these lands, and a variety of provisions of that kind. Besides 
that, experience has shown, as is demonstrated by hundreds of 
petitions and letters filed in the Committee on Territories, that 
there is needed for the opening of these lands additional leg­
islation, as safeguards to honesty, to prevent speculators and 
''sooners' andotherswho have no right from going in thereand 
depriving the poor man of his land. If time was at my disposal 
to go into the minutire of this matter, I could demonstrate these 
:points to the entire satisfaction of the House. B esides that, there 
lS imperative necessity for new legislation in connection with the 
town-site laws under which these lands are to be thrown open. 

Heretofore the Committee on Indian Affairs have taken upon 
themselves in many respects to decide all these questions that 
are totally outside of their jurisdiction. Now, in view of the 
fact that all this legislation originated in the Territorial Com­
mittee and that these lands ought to be opened in accordance 
with proper legislation which can only come from that commit­
tee, and, I may add, because of the fact that so far as this tribe 
are Ci'Oncerned they are no longer Indians, but white men-they 

. I 

' 

are represented here by white men who proclaim that the amount 
of Thdian blood in their veins is insignificant and that they 
should be regarded as white-in view of all these facts and for 
these reasons we have thought that the message ought to go to 
the Committee on Territories. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
HEMPHILL] objects to debate and demands the regular order. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I hope the gentleman from South 
Carolina will not object to my saying a few words on behalf of the 
Indian Committee in reply to the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. How much time does the gentleman re­
quire? 

Mr. ALLEN. Not over three minutes. 
Mr. HEMPIDLL. I yield to the gentleman from Mississippi, 

but I give notice that after he has concluded I shall object to 
any further debate. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, about the only point I gather 
from the remarks of the gentleman who last addressed the 
House [Mr. MANSUR] is that, as there is a great deal of im­
portant legislation to grow out of this message from the Presi­
dent therefore the message ought to go to the Committee on 
Territories. . 

Now, sir, I do not appreciate exactly the reason why the Com­
mittee on Indian Affairs is not as well prepared to take care of 
important legj.slation as the Committee on Territories. [Laugh- • 
ter.] · 

Mr. MANSUR. Simply because they have no jurisdiction. 
That is all. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I do not want anything done about 
this message except what the rules of the House provide for. The 
Speaker properly, under the rules, referred the message to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. Rule XI of the House provides 
that-

All proposed legislation hall be referred to the committees named in the 
preceding rules, as follows, viz. · 

Then in the sixteenth paeagraph, under this general headJ it 
is provided, in connection with what I have read, that" subjects 
relating"- · 

to the relations or the United States with the Indians and the Indian tribes, 
including appropriations therefor: [shall go] to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. · 

Now, this is a subject relating to a treaty made with these In­
dians by the United States, a "relation" betw.een them and the 
United States, and therefore it comes under this provision. In 
connection with the legislation which may finally result from that 
treaty the Committee on Territories may have something to do, 
but this message refers to that treaty and therefore it should go 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. The seventeenth paragraph 
of Rule XI provides that subjects relating-

to Territoria! legislation, the revision thereof, and. a.tlecting Territories or 
the admission of States: [shall be referred) tO the Committee on the Terri; 
tories. 

Mr. Speaker, I would not come in here and ask, because there 
happened to be some Indians in a Territory which was seeking 
ad+nission as a State, that the Committee on Indian Affairs should 
have charge of the legislation pertaining to the admission of that 
State rather than the Committee on Territories; and I think the 
claim made in relation to this message on behalf of the Committee 
on Territories is just about as absurd as such a claim would be 
on my part. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair having submitted the message of 
the President, thought that it should properly go to the Com­
mittee on Indian Affairs. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
WASHINGTON] moves thatthe message and accompanying docu- _ 
ments be referred to the Committee on Territories. The ques­
tion is on the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The question was taken, and the motion was rejected. 
SHOEMAKER VS. THE UNITED STATES. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Court of Claims, transmitting a copy of the findings of the 
court in the case of David Shoemaker vs. The United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. ' 

SENA'l.'E BILLS REFERRED. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House Senate bills of the 
following titles; which were severally read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce: 

A bill (S . 2-!51) authorizing the Secretary of the Trea.sury to 
reconvey to Lucius U. Maltby and Louise W. Maltby his wife, 
Margaret Elizabeth Luca.s, and the Sea Girt Land Improvement 
Company a piece of land selected as a site for the Squan Inlet 
light station, New Jersey, but found to be unsuitable for the pur­
poses of said station; and 

A bill (S. 1646) m~king Laredo, Tex., a subport of enh·y. 
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SITE FOR GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a concurrent reso­

lution of the Senate; which was read, as follows: 
Re~olved by the Senate (ths House of Representatives concurring), In pursu­

anoo._ot' the legislation heretofore taken for the acquisition of a suitable site 
tor a Government Printing omce, that the Committee on Printing, acting 
jointly with the House Committee, be, and the same are hereby, empowered 
and instructed to ascertain the most suitable site for that purpose (in the 
District), looking to the future growth of the country and the growing de­
mands upon the printing establishment, ascertain the t'air value of the same, 
and make report ot' such investigation and result. ~ 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, the Committee on Print-­
ing of this House has reported favorably a resolution similar to 
this. I aBk that the resolution of the Senate be concurred in, 
and the House resolution be laid.on the table. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I understand that this resolution involves 
only the question of the selection of a. site-not any appropria­
tion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is all. 
There being no objection, the House proceeded to the consid­

eration of the Senate resolution; which was concurred in. 
On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON,a motion to reconsider the 

last vote was laid on the table. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask unanimous consent that the House 

resolution on this subject ·be laid on the table. 
There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. . 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as fol­

lows: 
To Mr. CHEATHAM, for one week, on account of important 

business. 
To Mr. TAYLOR of Tennessee, for ten days, on account of sick-

ness in his family. · . 
To Mr. HOOKER of Mississippi, for ten days, on account of im­

portant business. 
ToMr.FORMAN, indefinitely, on account. of important business. 

PORT OF DELIVERY AT COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA. -
Mr. BOWMAN. I ask unanimous consent for the present con-

sideration of the bill which I send to the desk. · 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That Council Blutrs, in the State of Iowa, be, and hereby 

is, established as a port of delivery, in the customs c-ollection district of New 
Orleans, and that there shall be appointed at said port a surveyor ot customs, 
with compensat1onoU600 per annum and the usual tees, for the payment of 
which compensation an appropriation 1s hereby made out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce was read, as follows,: 

Strike out, at the end .ot the bill, the words "with compensation of~ per 
annum and the usual tees, tor -the payment ·or which ·compensation an ap­
propriation is hereby made out of any money in the-Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated" and insert "shall be appointed for said port." 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considerar 
tion of this bill? 

Mr. HOLMAN. · Thereadingwasnotdistinctly heard. I hope 
that the bill will be read again. 

Mr. OATES. Has this bill been considered by acommitteeof 
the House? 

The SPEAKER. The bill has been reported, as the Chair 
understands, by the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com­
merce. 

Mr. WISE. It is a. unanimous report from that committee. 
The bill was again read. · _ 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera-

tion of the bill? The Chair hears none. • 
Mr. BUCHANA:N of New Jersey. I have not obje-cted to the 

consideration of the bill. I think it ought to be considered; but 
the question is now upon the adoption of the amendment, which, 
as I understand from some little attention to the reading, pro­
poses to strike out the words which fix the amount of the salary 
and make appropriation therefor. · 

Mr. WISE. I hope tbe gentleman will allow me to explain. 
· Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. My objection is not to the 

bill, but to the amendment. . . . 
The SPEAKER. There being no objection to the considera­

tion of the bill, the question is upon agreeing to the amendment 
reported by the committee. . . · 

Mr. WISE. Will the gentleman from New Jersey allow me 
to make an explanation? . 

Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. Certainly; I am through. 
Mr. WISE. I want but a second to reply to what the gentle­

man has said. He has remarked that he is opposed to the amend­
ment. I wish to say that the amendment has been recommended 
bY. the Treasury Department, because it is unnecessary in this 
b1ll to specify the amount of the compensation and to make an 
appropriation therefor. • 

Mr. HENDERSON of Iowa. The general law provides f01• that. 
Mr. WISE. The gener.allaw covers that matter fully . 

• 

Mr. HENDERSON of Iowa. Just as it does in regard to Du­
buque and other places. 

Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. The explanation is entirely 
satisfactory. · -

Mr. BYNUM. I have not heard any reason for the passage 
of the bill creating this port of delivery. It seems to me that 
we ought to know more before acting on so important a measure, 
creating, as this does, a new office and four or five additional 
ones perhaps. I do not know the necessity for a port of delivery 
at Council Bluffs, and I shall ask that the report be read in my 
time. 

The report (by Mr. WISE) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. to whom was re­

ferred the bill {H. R. 128) to provide tor the establishment of a port of deliv­
ery at Council Blutrs, Iowa, report the same back with the following amend-
m ent, and unanimously recommend that, as amended, the bill do pass: · 

Strike out P.ll after the enacting clause and insert the words- , . 
" That Council Blutrs, in the State of Iowa, be, and hereby is, established as 

a port of delivery, in the customs collectiondistrictofNew Orleans, and that 
a surveyor of customs shall be appointed for said port;. " 

The bill as amended by the report of the committee meets the approval ot 
the Secretary of the Treasury. · 

TREASURY DEPARTMEN!;_ OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
. ~'Yashington, JJ. 0., Februar-y 16, 1892. 

Sm: At the request of Hon. THOMAS BOWMAN, I have the honor to inform 
you that I perceive no objection to the passage of House bill No. 128. provid· 
lng tor the establishment ot' a port ot delivery at Council Blutrs, Iowa, if said 
bill is amended so that it shall read: "That Council Bluffs, in the State of 
Iowa, be, and hereby is, established as a port of delivery, in the customs col­
lection district ot New Orleans, and that a surveyor of customs shall be ap­
pointed for said port. " 

Respectfully yours, 

Hon. GEORGE D. WISE, 

0. L. SPAULDING. 
.Acting ecretal'y. 

Cltai1·man Committee on I nterstate and F_oreign Commerce, 
House of Representatives. 

There being no objection, the . bill was considered, the amend­
ment recommended by the committee adopted, and as amended 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. . 

On motion of Mr. BOWMAN, the motion to reconsider the last 
yote was laid on the table. 

DABNEY, SIMMONS & CO. 
Mr. ANDREW. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 

present consideration of the bill (H. R. 669) for the relief of Dab­
ney, Simmons & Co. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is "hereby, -

authorized and directed to examine the claim ot Dabney, Simmons & Co., of 
Boston, Mass., for expenses incurred by them in the retesting of 101 cases or 
opium condemned by the Government, and to repay to said tlrrn, out of the 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise approprtated, the expense of the re­
exammation of all of said cases which upon such reexamination were found 
to contain the standard amount of morphia. 

·Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that the report be read, reserving the 
right to object. · 

~1r. ANDREW. Perhaps I can state in B shorter time than 
the reading of the report the reasons for this bill. 

The SPEAKER~ The gentleman from Indiana demands the 
reading of the report. 

'rhe' report (by Mr. Cox of Tennessee) was read, as follows:­
The Committee on Claims, having under consideration H. R. 669, find the 

follo)'\'ing facts and law: 
In 188- Dabney, Simmons&. Co. were . importers of drugs, etc. Unde1· the 

statutes a certain drug (opium) which the t!.rm imported was subj-ect to ex­
amination, and this drug, under the law, mustcontain9per cent of morphia. 
These examiners are officers of the Government, and are authorized to 
make the inspection. The law t'urther provides that if the importer i:s dis­
sa.tisfied he can have another examination, but in order to do this he is r e­
ouired to deposit a sumciency ot money to pay the expenses of retestin~. 
This the claimant did, and on a retesting the first finding was, to a great ex­
tent, reversed. most of the opium being tound to contain the required per 
cent of morphia. The amount required to be deposited was $11 per case t.o 
pay the expenses. 

This sum went into the Treasury, and claimant insists that the Secretary 
of the Treasury be ordered and directed to settle with claimant, allowin_5 bjm 
$11 per case that passed on retesting, and pay ~his sum to claimant. -
Yom~"" committee, believing this but justice, recommend that the b!.ll do 

pass. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consid~ra­

tion of the bill? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jer ey. Mr. Speaker, b3fore the 

vote is taken on the engrossment and third reading of the bill, I. 
would like to know how many cases of opium were found d~fect­
ive? 

Mr. ANDREW. There were, I believe, about one that<sand 
cases in all; and of that number some sixteen or eighteen, I 
think, were found defective, a very small proportion of the total 
shipment. 
_ The law requires, as the gentleman is doubtless awara, that 

opium shall contain not less than 9 per cent of morphine; and 
either by carelessness, or for some other cau. e, the examh1e1's 

.' 
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declined to let these cases go through, on the alleged ground 
that they did not contain the required per cent of morphine. 
Upon the retest, however, it was found that they not only con­
tained 9 per cent, but a much greater percentage of opium, and 
were, on the reexamination, allowed to pass. The Government 
demanded, under the statute, a deposit to pay the expenses of 
the retest; but there is no way provided by the law for _getting 
the money so deposited out of the Treasury after i~ is once put 
in. The Secretary of the Treasury stated that while the money 
ought to be returned to the parties, he was not authorized to do 
it, and suggested that the claimants apply to Congress for a 
special act. This is simply to give back the money originally 
deposited, about $900. 

Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. Was this all in one Rhip­
ment? 

Mr. ANDREW. All in one shipment; all in one ship. This 
bill passed last year, I will say, without an objection. !explained 
it at that time to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment , and 
third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a time; and 
being engrossed, it was according read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREW the motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid upon the table. 

REPORT OF MAINE FISH COMMISSION'. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
present now and have printed in the RECORD a memorial from 
the commissioner of sea and shore fisheries of Maine respecting 
the fisheries. 1 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maine? _ 

' Mr. RICHARDSON. I did not hear the request of the gen-
tleman. · 

Mr. MILLIKEN. This is simply a request to print in the 
REcoRD a memorial by the commissioner of sea and shore fish­
eries oi the State of Maine. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. How much space will it occupy? 
Mr. MILLIKEN.. Well, it will take up quite a good space, 

- but it contains information very valuable and in which my State 
is much interested. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is not very explicit as to the space. 
,Why not have it printed as a document, and not encumber the 
pages of the REcoRD with it? 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I can hardly do that. I hope the gentle­
man will not object. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will have to do so in the absence of a 
statement as to ho much space it will occupy. I do not think 
we ought to encumber the RECORD in this way, and I have uni­
formly made objection heretofore. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 
0. P. COBB AND OTHERS. . 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration oi the bill (H. R. 1376) referring to the 
Court o.f.Claims the claims of 0. P. Cobb and others. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 

Ame1·ica in Congress (U;Sembled, Tha~jurisd.iction is hereby conferred on the 
United States Court of Claims to adJudicate the claims of Oliver P. Cobb, J. 
& 0 . P. Cobb & Co., John Christy & Co., and Cobb, Blaisdell & Co., for corn 
and oats purchased by them in pursuance of written and oral contract& made 
by them with United States omcers, the claimants to be allowed the contract 
price for the corn and oats purchased by them for the use of the United States 
Government, deducting therefrom all sums of money paid by the United 
States on account thereof, and also all sums of money realized by claimants 
from the sale of the corn and oats that the omcers did not receive, waiving 
the statute of limitations and former judgments in said cases, and report to 
Congress. 

The Committee on WarClaimsrecommend the adoption of the 
following amendment: 

Strike out all after the word "allowed," at the end of the eighth line, and 
insert the following: "such sum as the Court of Claims may find upon a full 
hearing of the evidence adduced in support of said claim to be due to said 
claimants, and report to Congress.'' 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considerar 
tion of the bill? 1 

Mr DINGLEY. Reserving the right to object, I would like :to 
ask if the use of the word ''adjudicate " in the bill is to have the 
effect of a judgment; and if not, why not provide that the court 
shall simply ascertain the facts and make a report? 

Mr. SCOTT. That is the intention of the bill. 
Mr. DINGLEY. The word" adjudicate" is a stronger word 

and means more than simply to ascertain and report the facts. 
I think there will be no objection if the gentleman substitutes 
the words ''ascertain the facts" for "adjudicate" where it oc­
curs in the bill. 

Mr. SCOTT. I will move that amendment. _,.. 
The SPEAKER. The first question is whether there is ob­

jection to the present consideration of the bill? 

Mr. BERGEN. I have no particular objection to this bill, but 
it seems to me that there is no arrangement by which unanimous 
consents are alternated between the two sides oi the House. On 
that ground I shall object to the consideration of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New Jersey objects. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HEMPIDLL. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees 

for reports. 
The roll of the committees was called, when bills of the fol­

lowing titles were severally reported, read a first and second 
time, and, with the accompanying reports, ordered to be printed, 
and referred as stated below: 

COASTING TRADE ON THE GREAT LAKES. 

By Mr. LIND, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce: A bill (S.1310) to ammend section 3117 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States in relation to the coasting trade 
on the Great Lakes-to the House Calendar. · 

... BRIDGE ACROSS THE MISSOURI RIVER AT DEWITT, MO. 

By Mr. GEARY, from the Committee on Interstate and For­
eign Commerce: A bill (.H. R. 250) to autho:rize the construction 
of a bridge acrosstheMissouriRiver,atDe Witt, Carroll County, 
Mo., and toestablishitasapost-road-to the House Calendar. 

THE POSTAL SERVICE. 
By Mr. BERGEN, from the Committee on Post-Offices and 

Post-Roads: A bill (H. R. 6073) to authorize the Postmaster­
General to provide mail service, and for other purposes-to the 
House· Calendar. 

MISSION INDIAN COMMISSION. 

By Mr. McKENNA, from the Committee on Indi~n Affairs: 
A bill (H. R. 6076) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
carry into effect certain recommendations of the Mission Indian 
Commission_and to issue patents for certain lands-to the House 
Calendar. 

MARINETTE AND WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY. 

By Mr. LYNCH, from the Committ-ee on Indian Affairs: A 
bill (H. R. 5133) to grant the Marinette and Western Railroad 
Company a. right of way through the Menomonee Indian Reser­
vation in the State of Wisconsin-to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the'Union. 

BONDS OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS. 
By Mr. McRAE, from the Committee on the Public Lands: A 

bill (H. R. 2631) for the compromise and settlement of the bonds of 
the State -of Arkansas held by the United States-to the Com­
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

PUBLIC PARK STATE OF MINNESOTA. 

By Mr. AMERMAN, from the Committee on the Public Lands: 
A bill (H. R. 222) to grant certain public lands to the State of Min­
nesota for perpetual use as a public park-to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

CERTAIN CLAIMS OF THE MILITIA OF MISSOURI. 
By Mr. STONE of Kentucky, from the Committee on War 

Claims: A joint resolution (H. Res. 12) to provide for the settle­
ment of the claims of the officers and enlisted men of the various 
militia organizations of the State of Missouri for horses and 
equipments lost while engaged in the military service of the 
United States-to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

THE POSTAL SERVICE. 

By Mr. WAUGH, from the Committee on the Revision of the 
Laws: A bill (H. R. 6490} to amend an act entitled "An act es­
tablishing post-roads, and for other purposes," approved March 
3, 1877-to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 1 

NATURALIZATION LAWS. 
By Mr. OATES, from the Committee on the Judiciary: A bill 

(H. R. 11) to aminend the naturalization laws of the United 
States-to the House Calendar. • 

The SPEAKER. This completes the ca;ll of the committees 
for reports. This being the second Monday in the month, if the 
District of Columbia Commj.ttee claim the day the Chair will 
recognize the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. HEMPHILL], 
chairman of that committee. 

FALSE SWEARING, ETC. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill fH. R. 6295) ~ 

to punish false swearing before trial boar.ds <?f the MetrOJ?Olitan 
police force and fire department of the DIStrict of Columbia, and 
for other purposes. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, &c., That hereafter ~ trial board o:f the Metropolitan police 

force and of the fire department of the District o:f Columbia shall have powe1· 
to issue subpoonas, attested in the name of the president of the Board of Com· 
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prtssioners of the District of Columbia., to compel before it the attendance of 
witnesses upon any trial or proceedings authorized by the rules and regula­
tions of the police force. 

SEc. 2. That any willful and corrupt false swearing on the part of any wit­
ness or person making deposition before any trial board mentioned in the 
preceding section as to any material fact in any proceedings, under the rules 
and regulations governing said police force. shall be deemed perjury, and 
shall be punished in the manner prescribed by law for such offense. 

SEC. 3. That if any witness, having been first personally summoned, shall 
neglect or refuse to appear before any trial board mentioned in the first sec­
tion of this act, then, on the fact being reported by the major and superin­
tendent of police to one of the justices of the police court, it shall be the duty 
9f that court to compel the attendance of such witness before such trial 
board in the same manner as witnesses are now compellable to appear before 
said court: Provided, That witnesses subpoonaed to appear before said trial 
boards, other than those employed by the District of Columbia., shall be en­
titled to the same fees as are now paid witnesses for attendance before the 
81lpreme court of the District of Columbia. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. HEMPHILL, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid upon the table. 

ASSESSMENTS OF REAL ESTATE, ETC. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 5978) 

to extend the time for making assessments of real estate, etc. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be U enacted, ew., That the time fixed for the return of assessment by sec· 

tton 7 of. the act to levy an assessment of real estate in the District of Col um­
bia in the year 1883, and every third year thereafter, approved March 3, 1883, 
be, and the same is hereby, extended to the 1st day of December, 1892, as to 
all the real estate in the District of Columbia outside the cities of Washing­
ton and Georgetown. 

S.Ec. 2. That the time fixed by section 9 of said act, for the meeting of the 
board of equalization and review be, and the same is hereby, postponed until 
the 1st Monday of December, 1892, so far as it refers to that part of the Dis­
trict of Columbia outside of Washington and Georgetown, and the said equal­
ization and review shall be finally completed on or before December 31, 1892. 

SEc. 3. That section 4 of the act entitled "An act for the support of thegov­
- ernment of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending .Tune 30, 1878, 

and for other vurposes," :lpproved March 3, 1887, be, and the same is hereby, 
~ended so a.s to make the whole tax levied under the assessment of that por­
tion of the District of Columbia outside of Washington and Georgetown 
herein proYided tor, due and payable on the 1st day of May, 1893, instead of 
one-half on the lstday of November, 1892, and one·balf on the lstday of May, 
1893, as by e::t:isting law: Provided, That these amendments shall not extend 
beyond the fiscal year ending June 30, 1893. 

SEC. 4. That the provision that the assessors shall not reduce the aggre­
gate value of the real property below the aggregate value thereof as made 
and returned by them, contained in section 9 of the act of March 3, 1883, afore­
said, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

The committee recommended that the bill be amended by strik­
ing out, in section 2, line 3, ''Monday" and inserting ''day," and 
in section 3, line 5, striking out "eighty-seven" and inserting 
''seventy-seven." 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I yield to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr .. 
JOHNSON] . . 

Mr. DOCKERY. I simply desire to ask the gentleman in 
charge of the bill the meaning of section 4. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. I desire the gentleman to explain the 
whole bill. I do not understand it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. I will answer the gentleman from 
Missouri lMr. DoCKERY] first . Section 4 of the bill repeals that 
part of the law which requires the board of equalization, inequal­
lzing the assessments, not to reduce the amount of any assess­
ment below the amount returned by the assessor. This allows 
the board of equalization either to reduce or to increase the 
amount of the assessment, as in their judgment may seem proper. 

Mr. DOCKERY. How long has that law been on the statute 
books? 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Since 1883. 
Mr. DOCKERY. The question suggests itself to me whether 

the effect of this provision might not be to very materially reduce 
the amount paid by the citi.zens of the District of Columbia? 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it will not have that 
effect. A portion of that section is now the law. After the as­
sessors meet and appraise the property the assessment is pub­
lished. Then these same men meet together and form a board 
of equalization under the provisions of this law. These men 
listen to these complaints where the assessments are too high or 
too low; but in point offact there is never any complaint of the 
assessment being too low. The complaint is always that the as­
sessment is too high. But there are sometimes errors made in 
the footings, and under a provision of this law the error can be 
corrected. 

Now, in the past they have in every single instance reduced 
the assessment, and in doing so have violated the law. This 
provision is a wise one, and has proved to be practical. Tb e bal­
ance of the bill merely changes the law so far as the assessments 
for these triennial assessments outside of the cities of Washing­
ton and Georgetown are concerned. It is the first assessment 
under the new law, and gives the board of assessors six months 
longer in which to assess the outlying property. Th ey haye 
worked very thoroughly up to this time, and h a"\'6 gotten through 

with the assessment of Washington and Georgetown, put not 
with the outlying country; and they desire this additional time. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Will the liabilities of the citizens be les­
sened and the liability of the Government be increased by that 
provision? 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Not the slightest. The same men 
who make the assessment form the board of equalization. If an 
error occurs they should be able to correct it;. but they are not 

· al.k>wed to increase or lessen the amount of the assessment. The 
total amount of a::.sessment is ascertained, and then the Commis­
sioners determine what the rate shall be. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the first amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

On pa,ge 2, line 3, strike out the word "Monday" and insert the wora "day." 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment reported by the committee was read as 

follows: · 
On page 2, section 3, line 5, strike out the words "eighty-seven" and insert 

the words "seventy-seven." 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, a motion to reconsider 
the last vote was laid on the table. 

ANACOSTIA AND POTOMAC RIVER RAILROAD. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I now call up for consideration the bill (H. 
R. 2786) to amend the act giving the approval and sanction of 
Congress to the route and termini of the Anacostia and P otomac 
River Railroad in the District of Columbia. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the act giving _the sanction and approval of Congress 

to the route and termini of the Anacostia and Potomac River Railroad, ap­
proved February 18, 1875, subsequently amended, be; a.nd the same is hereby, 
amended so as to authorize the said company to lay tra.cks a.nd run cars 
thereon from the intersection of its tracks on Sixth street with B street north; 
along Sixth street to F street north; along F street to Eleventh street west; 
along and with the line of Eleventh street to B street north; along B street 
north to its tracks onsaidB street near Center Market. '!'hat in construction 
of its tracks hel'einauthorized the pattern of the rail used shall be the stand­
ard fiat grooved raU and approved by the CJommjssioners of the District of 
Columbia, and that all rails laid under authority of this act shall be on a level 
with the surface of the street: Provided, That the said company shall com­
mence work within three months a.nd complete the same within six months 
from the approval of this act. 

SEc. 2. That, should any part of the track extension herein authorized co­
incide with portions of any other duly incorporated street railway in the 
District of Columbia, but one set of tracks shall .be used when, on account of 
the width of the street or for other sufficient reason, it shall be deemed neces­
sary by the Commissioners of the District: and the relative conditions of use 
and of chartered rights may be adjusted upon terms to be mutually agreed 
upon between the companies, or, in case of disagreement, by the supreme 
court of the District of Columbia, on petition filed therein by either party and 
on such notice to the other party as the court may order. 

SEC. 3. That Congress may at any time amend, alter, or repeal this act. 
Mr. HE:MPHILL. I expected to turn this bill over to th(3 gen­

tleman from Missouri, [Mr. HEARD], but as he is not here, I will 
say that it simply authorizes one of the railroads running on the 
lower side of the· city to make connection with other roads run­
ning along F street, over the tracks of those roads, and coming 
back around again by the market. It meets with no opposition 
from anybody living along the route or from any of the railroads 
or from any citizen of the District of Columbia, so far as we are 
informed. It simply allows the people of the eastern side of the 
city to get to the western side over tracks that are already in 
existence; and, so far as my recollection goes it does not au­
thorize the building of a single foot of track, but only permits 
this company to use tracks already in existence. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman will permit me, I will 
state that the only track to build is on Ninth street, from F up 
toG. · 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Yes, that is true; possibly it is one block. 
Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. I would like to know from 

the gent:~eman what pronsion, if any, h~ been made for allow­
ing transfers? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. This is the Anacostia Railroad, and, as the 
gentleman understands, it comes up to the market. This is to 
authorize them to come up to F and G streets on Ninth, so as to 
connect with the Eckington and Soldiers' Home Railroad and the 
Metropolitan Railroad, and then go back by Ninth street to the 
market again. 

Mr. BUCHAN AN of New Jersey. Is there any provision made 
for exchange of tickets? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. Is that in the bill? 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I do not remember whether there is such 

provision in the bill. 
Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. Do they agree to carry on 

the whole route for one fare? 
M:r;. HEMPHILL. For one fare? T_his bill permits that rail-
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road to send its cars OYer these tracks, SO that necessarily they 
will go for one fare. . 

Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. No; I do not mean that . ..... I 
want to \{:now whether there is any provision made for exchang­
ing from one car to another at one fare. Of course, so far as 
they are carried in the same car over one track they go at one 
fare. I want to know whether there is any provision in the bill 
for giving exchanges from one line to the other. It seems to be 
the disposition of this city to . cut the roads up into small1;ec­
tions and allow the companies_tb charge a fare foreach section. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I do not think there is any provision in this 
bill such as the gentleman speaks of; but the railroads, as I have 
understood, agree to do so; and if the gentleman desires to insert 
such a provision I am willing. . · 

Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. I think it would be safest 
to have. it in the enabling act. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment r-e­
ported by the committee.· 

The Clerk read as follows: 
In page 1, line 7, strike out "to lay tracks and run .cars thereon from the 

intersection of its tracks on Sixth street with B street north; along Sixth 
street to F street north; along F street to Elevent.h street west; along and 
with the 'line of Eleventh street to B street north; along B street north to 
Us tracks on said B street, near Center Market," and inse1·t "to lay tracks 
and switches and run cars as follows: -From the intersection of its tracks at 
Ninth street with B street northwest north on Ninth street toG street north­
west over the tracks of the Met.ropolitan Railway Company; thence west on 
G street northwest to Eleventh street northwest over the tracks of the Eck-

~;!~£\~d s~~i~i~~~:~':st ~;~~~tcg~~a~ri:e!~e~ceN:~~hs~~~l~~e~~~ 
tracks of the Capitol, North 0 Street and South Washington Railway Com­
pany; thence south on Ninth street to B street on the tracks of the Metro­
politan Railway Company.'' 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I offer the amendment which I send to the 

desk. 
The amendment·was read, as follows: 

Change section 3 of the bill to section 4, and insert as section 3 the follow­
ing: •· That these roads shall exchange tickets with other roads where their 
tracks unite." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 

third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. HEMPHILL moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was passed; and also move that the JilOtion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
COLUMBIA SUBURBAN RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 429) 
to incorporate the District of Columbia Suburban Railway Com-
pany. . ' 

The bill, with the amendments reported by the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, is as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc .. That Eppa. Hunton, Charles E. Creecy, John T. Mitchell, 
M. F. Morris, J. W. Denver, L. G. Hine, Gilbert Moyers, S. E. Mudd, Robert 
A. Howard, W. I. Hill, John W. Childress, J. F. Kenney, and D. W.Glassie, 
and their associates, successors, and assigns, are hereby created a body cor­
porate by the name, style, and title of "The District of Columbia Suburban 
Railway Company," and by that name shall have perpetual succession, and 
shall be able to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, defend and be de­
fended, in all courts otlaw and equity within the United States, and may make 
and have a common seal. And said corporation 1$ hereby authorized to con­
struct and lay down a single or double track t•ailway, as may be· approved by 
the Commissioners ot the District of Columbia, with the necessary switches, 
tum-outs, and other mechanical devices, in the District of Columbia, through 
and along the following routes: Beginning at the dividing line between the 
District of Columbia and the State of Maryland, on the Bladensburg road, 
and running thence outside of and along the road to Maryland avenue and Fif­
teenth street northeast, t-hence along Maryland avenue to Seventh street 
east, and thence along Seventh street east to its intersection with Pennsyl­
vania avenue; also beginning at the intersection of said roadway on Mary-

/ land avenue at Twelfth street northeast, and running thence. northward on 
'l.'welfth street east to Boundary street, and thence northward across Bound­
ary street, passing in the vicinity of .the National Fair Grounds; thence 

- northward to or in the vicinitY of Brookland to a point northeast from the 
Soldiers' Home: Provided, That all of the routes herein mentioz:ed shall be 
subject to the approval of the Commissioners or the District or Columbia, 
and that portion of said road between the District line and Fifteenth street 
east shall be constructed before any part of said road within the city limits 
shall be occupied or broken for the purpose of said railway. Whenever a 
permanent system of streets and highways shall have been established and 
laid out in the suburban portion of the District contiguous to the route of 
this railroad, said company shall, when required by the Commissioners of 
the District. cause such changes to be made in the location or its tracks as 
said Commissioners shall require in order to make the route of said road 
conform to such streets and highway system. Whenever the route of this 
road coincides with that of a country road the railway shall be constructed 
along and outside of such road. Said company shall keep the space between 
its track ana 2 teet outside of its tracks in such condition as may be re­
quired by said Commis loners. 

SEC. 2. That s3.id company may run public carriages propelled by cable, 
electric or othe1· mechanical power, subject to the approval of the said Com­
missioners; but nothing in this act shall allow the use or steam power or 
any motor which shall in its operation cause any noise or other disturbance 
which in the judgment of said Commissioners shall be inimical to the public 
safety or comfort: Provicledfu1·ther, That for the purpose of making a con­
tinuous connect~on the said c_ompany 5hall have the right to cross all streets, 
an•nuf s. and highways that may be deemed necessary for thi<;~ purpose: Pro­
'l:ided, That w-heneYer the foregoing route or routes may coincide ·ith the -

route or routes of any duly incorporated street railway company in the Dis­
trict of Columbia the tracks shall be used by both companies, which are 
he_reby authorized and empowered to use such tracks in common, upon such 
fair and equitable terms as may be agreed upon by said companies; and in 
the event the said companies fail to agree upon equitable terms either of 
said companies may apply by petition to the supreme court of the bistrtct of 
Columbia, which shall immediately provide for proper notice to and hearing 
of all parties interested, and shall have power to determine the terms and 
conditions upon which and the regulations under which the company hereby 
incorporated shall be entitled so to use and enjoy the track of such other 
str.eet railway company, .and the amount and manner of compensation to be 
pa1d therefor: And provtded fU7'lker, That neither of the companies using 
uch track in common shall be permitted to make the track so used in com­

mon the depot or general stopping place to await passengers, but shall only 
~ entitled to use th~ same for the or~ary passage of its carst with the or­
dmary halts for takmg up and droppmg off J?assengers: Proviaed, That this 
sh~ll .not apply to or interfere wi~h a:ny statwn already established on any 
ex1stmg lines; that said corporation 1s authorized and empowered to propel 
its cars over the line of any other road or roads, which may be in <the align­
ment with and upon such streets as may be covered by the route or routes 
as prescribed in this act, in accordance with the conditions hereinbefore con­
tained; and that this corporation shall construct and repair such portions 
of its road as may be upon the line or routes of any other road . thus used· 
and in caseof anydisagreementwithanycompanywhose line of road is thuS 
used, such disagreement may be determined summarily upon the application 
of either road to any court in said District having competent jurisdiction. 
Whenever more than one of the tracks of said raiiway shall be constructed 
on any of the public highways in the District, the width of space betwen the 
tracks shall not exceed 4 feet, unless otherwise ordered by the Commission­
ers of the District of Columbia. 

SEc. 3. That said company shall receive a rate of fare not exceeding five 
C{'nt.s per passenger for any distance on its route within the District of Col­
umbia, and the said company may make arrangements with all existing 
railway companies in the District of Columbia for the interchange of tickets 
in payment of fare on its road: Provided, That within the District limits six 
tickets shall be sold for twenty-five cents. 

SEc. 4. That said company shall, on or before the 15th of January of each 
year, make a report to Congress, through the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia, of the names of all the stockholders thereln and the amount or 
stock held by each, together with a detailed statement of the receipts and 
expenditures, from whatever source and on whatever account, tor the pre­
ceding year ending on December 31, and such other facts as may be required 
by any general law of the District of Columbia, which report shall be V{'rified 
by afiidavit of the president and secretary of said company, and if said re­
port is not made at the time specified, or within ten days therea.rter, such 
failure shaq of itself operate as a forfeiture of this charter, and it shall be 
the duty of the Commissioners to cause to be instituted proper judicial pro­
~eedings therefore; and said company shall pay to the District. of Columbia, 
m lieu of personal taxes upon personal property, including cars and motive 
power, each year, 4 per cent of its gross earnings, which amount shall be 
payable t-o the collector of taxes at the times and in the manner that other 
taxes are now due and payable, and subject to the same penalties on arrears; 
and the franchi'3e and property of said company, both real and personal, to 
a suftlcient amount may be seized and sold in satisfaction thereof as now 
provided by law for the sale of other property for taxes; and said 4 per cent 
of its gross earnings shall be in lieu of all other assessments of personal 
taxes upon its property used solely and exclusively in the operation a.n.d 
management of said railway. Its real estate shall be taxed as othe1· real 
estate in the District: Provtded, That its tracks shall not be taxed as real 
estate. • 

SEC. 5. That the said railway shall be constructed of good materials and 
in a substantial and durable manner, with the rails of the most approved 
pattern; to be approved by the Commissioners of the said District, laid upon 
an even surface with the pavement cf the street, and the gauge to corres-
pond with that of other city railways. - · 

SEC. 6. That the said corporation hereby created shall be bound t-o keep said 
-tracks, and for the space of 2 feet beyond the outer rails thereof, and also the 
space between the tracks at all times in as good order as the streets and high­
ways through which it passes, subject to the approval of the said Commis­
sioners, without expense to the United States or to the Districtof Columbia. 

SEc. 7. That nothing in this act shall prevent the District of Columbia at 
any time at its option from altering the grade or otherwise improving all 
avenues an~ streets and highways occupied. by said road, or from so altering 
and improVIng such streets and avenues and highways and the sewerage 
thereof as may be under its authority and control; and in such event it shall 
be the duty of said company to change its said railroad so as to conform to 
such grade as may have been thus established. 

SEC. 8. Tliat it shall be lawful for said corporation, its successors or as• 
signs, to make all needful and convenient trenches and excavations in any 
of said streets, or places where said corporation may have the right to con­
struct and operate its road, and place in such trenches and excavations all 
needful and convenient devices and machinery for operating said railroad in 
the manner and by the means aforesaid, subject to the approval of the said 
Commissioners. But whenever such trenches or excavations sha.ll interfere 
with any sewer, gas, or water pipes, or any subways or conduits, or any 
public work of the kind which has been ordered by the Commissioners, then 
the expense necessary to change such underground constructions shall be 
liorne by the said railway company. 

SEC. 9. That it shall also be lawful for said corporation, its successors or 
assigns, to erect and maintain, at such convenient. and suitable points along 
its lines as may seem most desirable to the board of directors of the said 
corporation, and subject to the approval of the said Commissioners, an en­
gine house or houses, boiler house, and all other buildings necessary for the 
successful operation of a cable-motor, electric, pneumatic, or other rail­
road. 

SEc. 10. That it shall not be lawful for said corporation, its successors or 
assigns, to propel its cars over said railroad, or any part thereof, at a rate of 
speed exceeding that which may be fixed from time to time by the said Com­
missioners, and tor each violation of this provision said grantees, theit suc­
cessors or assigns, as the case may be, shall be subject to a penalty of $50, to 
be recovered in any court of competent jurisdiction at too suit of the Com­
missioners of the said Di'ltrict. 

SEC. 11. That the line of said railway company from Bladensburg t-o Penn­
ylvania avenue east shall be commenced within six months and completed 

within eighteen months from the passage of this act, and the branch of the 
same shall be completed within three years from the passage of thi.s act. 

SEc. 12. That said company is hereby authorized to issue its capital stock 
to an amount not to exceed $400,000, in shares of $100 each. Said company 
shall require the subscribers to the capital stock to pay in cash to the treas­
urer appointe.d by the corporators the amounts severally subscribed by them, 
as follows, namely: 10 per cent at the time of subscribing and the balance of 
such subscription to be paid at such times and in such amollllts as the board 
of directors may require; excepting that :'iO per cent shall be paid in within 
t wel Ye months, and no u bscription shall be deemed valid unle s the 10 per cent 

/ 
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thereof shall be paid at the tune of subscribing as hereinbefore provided; 
and fr any stockholder shall refuse or neglect to payanyinstallmentas afore­
said, or as required by the resolution of the board of directors, after reason­
able notice of the same, the said board of directors may sell at public 
auction, to the highest bidder, so many shares of his stock as shall pa.y said 
installments, and the person who offers to purchase the least number of shares 
tor the assessment due shall be taken to be the highest bidder, and such sale 
slraJl be conducted under such general regulations as may be adopted in the 
by-laws of said company; but no stock shall be sold for less than the total 
assessments due and payable, or said corporation may sue and collect the 
same trom any delinquent subscriber inanycourtof competent jurisdiction. 

SEc. 13. That within thirty days after the passage of this act the corpora­
tors named in the first section, their associates, successors, or assigns, or a 
majority of them, or, if any refuse or neglect to act, "'then a majority of the 
remainder, shall meet at some convenient and accessible place tv. the Dis­
trict of Columbia for the organization of said company and for the receiving 
subscriptions tothecapitalstockof the company: Provided, Thatevery sub­
scriber shall pay at the timA of subscribing 10 per cent of the amount by him 
subscribed to the treasurer appointed by the corporators, or his subscription 
shall be null and void: Pr01nded further, That nothing shall be received in 
payment of the 10 per cent at the time of subscribing except lawful money 
or certifled checks from any established national bank. And when the books 
of the subscription to the capital stock of said company shall be closed the 
corporators named in the first section, their associates, successors, or as­
signs, or a majority of them, and in case any of them refuse or neglect to act, 
then a majority of the remainder shall, within twenty days thereafter, call 
the first meeting or the stockholders of said company to meet within ten 
days thereafter for the choice of directors, of which public notice shall be 
given for five days in two daily newspapers published m the city or Washing­
ton, and by written personal notice to be mailed to the address of each stock· 
holder by the clerk of the corporation; and in all meetings of the stockhold­
ers each share shall entitle the holder to one vote, to be given in person or 
by proxy: Provided, That it shall be unlawful for the company hereby in­
corporated to consolidate with any other railroad company now in existence, 
or which may hereafter be chartered, and any such consolidation shall of 
itself operate as a forfeiture of this charter. Nor shall the charter or fran­
chise herein granted be sold or transferred to any company or person until 
the road shall have been fully constructed. 

SEc. 14. That the said company shall place first-class cars on said rail ways, 
with all the modern improvements for"the convenience and comfort of pas­
sengers, and shall run cars thereon as often as the public convenience may 
require, the time-table or schedule of time to be approved by the said Com­
mtssioners of the District of Columbia. 

SEc. 15. That the company may buy, lease, or construct such passenger 
rooms, ticket omces, workshops, depots, lands, and buildings as may be nec­
essary, at such points on its line a& may be approved by the said Commis­
sioners. 

SEC. 16. That all articles of value that may be inadvertently left in any- of 
the cars or other vehicles of the said company shall be -taken to its prinCipal 
depot and entered in a book of record of unclaimed goods, which book shall 
be open to the inspection of the public at all reasonable hours of business. 

SEc. 17. ThAt the government and direction of affp.irs of the company shall 
be vested in a board of directors, ntne in number, who shall be stockholders 
of record, and who shall hold their omce for one year, and until others are 
duly elected and qualifl.ed to take their places as d.irectors; and the said di­
rectors (a majority of whom shall be a quorum) shall elect one of their num­
ber to be president of the board, who shall also be president of the company, 
and they shall also choose a vice-president, a .secretary, and treasurer, who 
shall give bond with surety to said company in such sum as the said direc­
tors may require for the faithful discharge of his trust. In the case of a va­
cancy in the board of directors by the death, resignation, or otherwise, of 
any director, the vacancy occasioned thereby shall be filled by the remain­
ing directors. 

SEc. 18. That the directors shall have the. power to make and pr~scribe 
such by-laws, rules, and regulations as they shall deem needful and proper 
touching the disposition and management of the stock, property, estate, and 
effects of the company, not contrary to the charter or to the laws of the 
United States and the ordinances of the District of Columbia. 

SEC. 19. That there shall be at least an annual meeting of the stockholders 
for choice of directors, to be holden at such time and-place, under such con- · 
ditions, and upon such notice as the said company in their by-laws may pre­
scribe; and said directors shall annually make a report in writing of their 
doings to the stockholders. . 

SEC. 20. That tl).e said company shall have at all times the tree and unin­
terrupted use of the roadway, and if any person or persons shall willfully, 
mischievously, and unnecessarily obstruct or impade the passage of cars of 
said railway cOmJ?any with a vehicle or vehicles, or otherwise, or in any 
manner molest or mterfere with passengers or operatives while in transit, or 
destro' or injure the cars of said railway, or depots, stations, or other prop­
erty belonging to said railway company, the person or persons so otrending 
shall forfeit and pay for each such offense not less than twenty-five nor 
more than one hundred dollars to said company, to be recovered as other 
fines and penalties in said District, and shall remain liable, in addition to 
said penalty, for any loss or damage occasioned by his or her or their act as 
afor.esaid; but no suit shall be brought unless commenced within sixty days 
after such offense shall have been committed. 

SEC. 21. That the said District of Columbia Suburban Railway Company 
shall have the ri~ht o! way across such otherrailwa.ys as are. now in.oper.a.­
tion within the limits of the lines granted by this act, and is hereby author­
ized to construct its said road across such other railways in a manner to be 
approved by the Commissioners of the District: Prov{d.ed, That it shall not 
interrupt the travel of such other railways in such construction. 

SEc. 22. That no person shall-be prohibited the right to travel on any part 
of said road or ejected from the cars .by the company's employe6s for any 
other cause than that or being drunk, disorderly, unclean, or contageQusly 
diseased, or refus~in to pay the legal fare exacted, or to comply with the 
lawful general re ations of the company. 

SEc. 23. That t act may at anytime be altered, amended, or repealed by 
the Congress of the United States. 

SEC. 24. That in the event that the company should not be able to come to 
an agreement with the owner or owners of any land through which the said 
road may be located to pass, proceedings for the condemnation for the 
use of the company of so much of said land as may be required, not exceed­
ing 100 feet in width, may be 1nstiWted in the usual way in the supreme 
court of the District of Columbia, under such rules and regulations as said 
court may prescribe for such purposes. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I yield to the gentleman from ·Tennessee 
[Mr. RICHARDSON]. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I shall occupy only a few 
moments in explanation of this measure. The bill provides 
mainly for a suburban railroad to run through the suburbs of 
Washington, which heretofore have been almost inaccessible by 

street railroad. The main line will come in from Bladensburg, 
the old village out to the northeast, and run along into the city 
by the Bladensburg road, thence along Maryland avenue to 
Seventhstreetnortheast, thence on thatstraet toapointwhereit 
will connect with the line on Pennsylvania avenue southeast. 
There will be also a branch line out Twelfth straet northeast ex­
tended to the villages or Brookland and Ivy City, and also from 
Twelfth street northeast down F street, toconnect with theEclr.­
ington system. The bill is very carefully guarded. It is mainly 
in the identical words that have beenemployedfor several years 
in street-railroad bills which have passed both Houses of Con­
gress. The rights of the people of the District and of the city 
of Washington have been carefully guarded. The bill, as intro­
duced by me early in the session, was submitted to the Commis­
sioners of the District of Columbia, and anumberof changes have 
been made in it to conform to their suggestions made in the inter-
est of the District. · 

In every instance your committee have made the modifications 
suggested by the Commissioners. The same bill, in substance, 
has passed the House. more than once in former sessions, but has 
failed in the Senate. In one Congress, I think the Fiftieth, it 
passed the Senate, but failed to be reached on the Calend~r in the 
House. As first drawn the bill provided that this railroad should 
strike the Pennsylvania avenue line at or near Lincoln Park, 
but some citizens objected and the route was changed to meet 
those objections, and at present there is nobody along the pro­
posed line, either in the suburbs or in the city, who makes ob­
jection. 
. On the other hand, at this session as at former sessions, your 

.committee have had numerous petitions from people living out­
side the city limits, and also-from residents of the city, asking 
for the charter of this road. It will open up and make accessible 
a number of small suburban villages like Ivy City, Brookland, 
Bladem;burg, and others, the people of which have now no facili­
ties for getting into town, b_ut with this road constructed they can 
come in at any time for 5 cents. 

Mr. OTIS. I wish to ask the gentleman whether for this valu­
able franchise this company proposes to contribute to the reve­
nues of the District of Columbia in any other way than by taxa-­
tion ~specified in the_bill. Do they give anything monthly or 
annually for the franchise which they are granted? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No; nothingbutwhatisprovidedin-the 
bill; but the bill provides that the District shall be fully com­
pensated for the franchise. In the first place, this railroad-is t-o 
be taXed, and, in addition-to that taxation, the District treasury 
is to receive 4 per cent of the entire gross earnings, just as we 
have provided ill. regard to other street railroads. The gentle­
man from Kansas will notice, however, that this bill provides 
mainly for a suburban railroad, which is not likely to become 

-very rich. 
Mr. OTIS. I would ask the gentleman whether he has any 

objection to adding to_ the pro-yis~, under; section 4, the following: . 
That from and after said road is in running order and in tun operation, 

its treasury shall pay into the Treasury of the Unit-ed States the sum of $200 
per month, to be credited to the revenues of the District or Columbia, as com­
pensation for the franchise herein granted. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman would hardly put that 
obligation upon this road while no such obligation rests upon the 
other street railroads in the District. If he will introduce a gen­
eral bill of that character, and with such provisions, I shall be 
perfectly willing, so far as I am concerned, to have this road come 
under its operation if it meets the approval of Congress, butido 
not think that this road ought to be singled out and burdened in 
that way. I am sure the gen~leman does not intend to propose 
that. 

Mr. HEARD. I will say for the benefit of the gentleman from 
Kansas that the Committee on the District of Columbia, of which 
I h·ave been a member for more than six years, have given at­
tentive thought to the suggestion which he has just made, and 
the reason they have not incorporated any such provision in this 
railroad legislation is that they believe that these roads, as soon 
as they become profitable enough to admit of it, should be made 
to reduce the fare, so as to benefit the people who travel upon 
them. The committee think that is better than to require the 
companies to pay a bonus, because the bonus would be for the 
benefit of rich and poor alike, while a reduction of fare would 
benefit chiefly the poorer classes of citizens who ride_on street 
cars. The gentleman will observe that under the present law 
these railroad companies are obliged to file at the beginning of 
each session of Congress a detailed statement showing their re­
caipts and expenditures, showing every dollar received, how ex­
pended, and for what purposes, so that Congress is in a position 
to know whether they are doing a profitable business or not. 
Now, I repeat, it is the judgment of your committee, and I think 
it has had the sanction of the House on several occasions, that it 
is better to give the public who travel upon these roads the bene-
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fit of reduced fares rather than to compel the companies to pay 
a bonus into the Treasury. 

Mr. SEERLEY. I will ask the gentleman whether such re­
ductjon of fare has been made upon any of these railroads, even 
upon the one that is worth 225 per cent? -

Mr. HEARD. I will say to the gentleman that no such reduc­
tion has been made, so far as I know, upon any of these roads; but 
by our legislation during the past four years we have compelled 
the prosperous roads to which he refers to change their motive 
povt er and their equipment at a cost of seyeral million dollars; 
and as soon as that work is completed and they are again doing 
a profitable business it will be proper to require that the rates of 
fare shall be reduced for the benefit of the traveling public. 

There is one road, the Anacostia, as to which, when granting 
an extension of its charter, two 5"ears ago, we provided that from 
the earnings of the road the excess above 10 per cent upon the 
capital invested should be paid into the treasury of the District 
of Columbia. The two pro:fi. table roads are making extraordinary 
expenditures, expenditures amounting J;o several million dollars; 
and I believe it is the general sense of the committee and the 
House that as soon as these works of improvement are completed 
in the public interest, the roads should be required to scale down 
their rates of passen~er transportation so far as they can afford 
to do so, leaving a fall' return of profit on the capital invested. 

. Mr. KYLE. I observe that at the conclusion of section 4 there 
is a proviso stating that the tracks of this company shall not be 
taxed as real estate. 

Mr. HEARD. I will say to. the gentleman that they are taxed 
in the stock of thecompany. 

Mr. KYLE. I wish to inquire whether it is intended.by this 
proviso to enact that this company shall not pay an ad valorem 
tax upon its real estate-that it shall not be taxed as oth~r hold­
ers of real estate are taxed? Is it the purpose of this act to ex-
empt the road in any respect from taxation? . 

Mr. HEARD. It is especially provided that this corporation 
shall be taxed as individuals are taxed, and as similar corpora­
tions are taxed; but it is proposed that the tracks of the com­
pany shall not be treated as real estate, because they are taxed 
in t he stock of the company. 

Mr. KYLE. But it seems to me the language here is so am­
biguous that a different construction might be put upon it. 

Mr. HEARD. The aim was to make it perfectly plain. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The language in this case is the same 

as in the cha-cters of other companies; and it h.a.s not caused any 
trouble heretofore. • • 

Mr. HEARD. This simply declares what shall be regarded as 
real estate, and all their property is taxed in some form. 

Mr. KYLE. One other q_uestion, for I have no desire except 
_ to get at what is right in th1s matter. If I understand the state­

ment made here, this railroad company is required to pay into 
the Treasury 4 per cent of its earnings. Does that mean its net 
earnings? 

Mr. HEARD. Its gross earnings. This is in lieu of personal 
taxes. It has been provided that all these new roads shall pay 
this rate ot taxation in consideration of their franchise. 

Mr. KYLE. It struck me that if taxation is to be paid on the 
net earnings of the company there might not be any. 

Mr. HEARD. That would be a question of bookkeeping, not 
of earnings, I am afraid. I agree with the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi, it would not do to say net earnings. . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. A number of amendments, mostly for­
mal, have been reported by the committee and read with the bill. 
I ask that they be voted on in gross. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the amendments 
re-ported by the committee will be voted upon in gross. 

There was no objection; and the question being taken, the 
amendments reported by the committee were agreed to. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I send up an amendment recommended 
by the committee; it merely makes a change in regard to the 
line out in the little village of Brookland. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 
Strike out all of lines 48 and 49, page 3, a.nd insert "and along Twelfth 

street to Philadelphia street, Brookland." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I offer another amendment, to follow 

immediately the amendment just adopted. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Insert: after the word ''Home," in line 49, page 3, the following: 
"Beginning at North Capitol andGstreetsNW.; thence along G street east 

to First street NE.; thence south along First street to F street NE.; thence 
along F street east to Twelfth street NE.; thence along Twelfth street to 
Boundary street; thence along TwelfthstreetextendedtoMountOlivetroad; 
thenr.ealong Mount Olivet road to Corcoran road; thence along Corcoran and 
Fairview roads to Patterson avenue; thence, by such line as may be author­
ized by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia., to and along Thir­
teenth street, Brookland, to Philadelphia street. 

"And beginning at Mount Olivet road and Capitol street, Ivy City; thence 
along Capitol street; thence in line to Lafayette avenue, Cincinnati street, 
and Twenty-fourth street, to Galveston street." 

Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. I would like to know orne­
thing about the effect of this amendment. Doe it simply d~fine 
tlie line or does it take in additional t erritory? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is simply intended to connect this 
road with Ivy City, the little village out beyond Brookland. This 
suburban line is to be connected with the main line extendipg 
out Twelfth street extended. 

Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. Then, as I understand, it 
provides for an additional branch outside of the city to Ivy City. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes sir. 
The SPEAKER (having put the question on agreeing to the 

amendment). The ayes seem to have it. 
Mr. BAILEY. I believe there is no quorum in the House. I 

demand a division. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope the gentleman will let this amend­

ment pass. 
Mr. HEMPffiLL. I trust the gentleman will reserve the ques­

tion of a quorum till we come to the passage of the bill. 
Mr. BAILEY. I will say to the gentleman that if this point 

is made at all it ought to be made when the House :first takes a 
vote without a quorum. 

The question being taken, there wer~-ayes 57, noes 1. 
Mr. BAILEY (when voting in the negative). I vote merely 

to make a quorum. I will do my part toward making a quorum . 
The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 
Mr. BAILEY. I make the point that no quorum has voted. 
Tellers were ordered; Mr. RICHARDSON and Mr. BAILEY ere 

appointed. 
The House again divided; and the tellers reported-ayes 167, 

noes 3. • 
So the amendment was adopted. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I offer the following amendment, which 

adds a few names to the corporators of the road. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Insert, a!ter the name • 'G lassie," in line 6, the following names: ''Harry Ba.r­
ton,T. C. Daniel, Jere Johnson, Philemon W. Chew, G.P. Dayis,D. C.~mis." 

The amendment was adopted. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 

third time; and being engrossed, itwas accordingly read thetllll'd 
time, and passed. 

On motion of :Mr. RICHARDSON, the motion to reconsider 
the last vote was laid on the table. 

DRAWBACK CERTIFICATES, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, the bill (H. R. 4533) for the 
relief of holders of drawback certificates issued under an act of 
Congress approved June 2, 1890, is upon the Calendar of the Com­
mittee of the Whole, but I think by mistake, inasmuch as it ap­
propriates no money; and if there be no obj~ction, I ask that it 
be considered in the House as in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair 
will ask for objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacUd etc., That the drawback certificates issued under an act of Con· 

gress approved June 2, 1890, shall be received in payment of all general taxes 
due the District of Columbia, in addition to the arrears of taxes for which they 
are now receivable. 

There being no objection; the bill was considered in the House 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

The committee recommend the adoption of the following amend­
ment: 

.After the word "receivable," tn line 7, add the words "Provided, That not 
to exceed ontl-half the amount of said certificates outstanding shall be so re­
ceived during the fiscal yea.r to end June 30, 1893, and the amount not then 
received shall be receivable for cmTent taxes of and during subsequent fiscal 
years," and that as amended it do pass. 

Mr. HEMPHlLL. I move to amend the amendment by insert­
ing the word "the" in the eleventh line, so that it will read "and 
durirlg the subsequent." 

The amendment to the amendment was adopted. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I move also to strike out the letter" s" in 

the word year," in the twelfth line, so that it will read" during 
the-subsequent fiscal year." 

The amendment to the amendment was adopted. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend­

ment as amended. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. In explanation of this biU, Mr. Speaker, 

I will simply state that there were certain payments by way of 
drawback certificates which were authorized to be used in the 
payment of arrears of taxes. Thisbillprovidesthatthesedraw­
back certificates may be used for the payment of the current 
taxes. one-half this year and the balance next year. It meets 
the approval of the Commissioners; it does not appropriate any 
money; but simply provides as to the time of payment. 

The SPEAKER. The :first question is on agreeing to the 
amendment as amended. -

The amendment as amended was adopted. 

I 
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The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 

third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HEMPHILL, the motion to reconsider the 
last votelas laid on the table. 
PAYMEN OF CERTIFICATE OF INDEBTEDNESS, DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. The bill (H. R. 6891) a;uthorhing the pay­

ment of a certificate of indebtedness of the District of Columbia, 
numbered 4987, is also on the Calendar of the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, and I ask unanimous 
consent that it be considered in the House. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair 
will ask for objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
B e it enacted, etc., That the sum of $107 is hereby appropriated, one-half out 

of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated and the other hal~ 
out of the revenues of the District/of Columbia, for the redemption, with in­
terest, of a certificate of indebtedness, numbered 4987, issued by authority of 
section 7 of the Legislative Assembly of the District of Columbia, approved 
June 26, 1873, dated July 1, 1873. 

There being no objection, the bill was considered in the House 
as in the Committee of the Whole. _ 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill. 

Mr. SAYERS. Mr. Speaker, I will ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina how it happens that relief has not been applied 
for in this matter at an earlier date? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I will yield to the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. MEREDITH], who introduced the bill, to answer the question. 

Mr. MEREDITH. What is the question of the gentleman 
from Texas? 

Mr. SAYERS. My question is, why has there been so much 
delay in seeking the relief contemplated by this bill? 

Mr. MEREDITH. I will read a communication from the Dis­
trict Commissioners which I think will satisfy the gentleman 
fr()m Texas. 

Mr. SAYERS. A statement of the gentleman will be suffi­
cient. 

Mr. MEREDITH. This certificate was issued by the Legisla­
tive Assembly of the District of Columbia some years ago, and 
was received by the holder in payment for work performed for 
the District. It is what is known as a sewer certificate, and was 
given to the parties who did the work in payment for the serv­
ices rendered. They have never been .paid, some of them ~t 
least, and this bill simply authorizes the District Commissioners 
to pay the certificate. It is due, and is an honest debt. 

Mr. SAYERS. There is no question as to its genuineness? 
Mr. MEREDITH .. None whatever. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 

and being engrossed it was accordingly read the third time~ and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. HEMPHILL, the motion to reconsider the 
last vote was laid upon the table. 

ESTHER A. KEYSER. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 3897) 

for the relief of Esther A. Keyser. 
The bill was read, as follows:, 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioners of the District of Oolumbia be, 
and they hereby are, authorized and directed to refund and repay to Esther 
A.. Keyser, out of any moneys standing to the crtodit of the District o! Co­
lumbia. in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, such 
sum or sums of money as have heretofore been paid by her, or those under 
or through whom she claims, to the corporation of Washington or its suc­
cessors, not exceeding $2,036.61, as the purchase money for lot 3 in square 873, 
together with all such sums of money as have been paid by her, or those un­
der or through whom she claims, as taxes and assessments upon and against 
said lot 3 in square 873, with interest on said several sums of money from the 
date of the payment thereof, said lot 3in square 873 having been sold by the 
corporation of Washington to the said Esther A. Keyser, or those under 
whom she claims, and the said corporation of Washington, and its succes­
sors, having failed to make a valid deed and conveyance of said property 
under the laws authorizing the sale of real estate in the District of Columbia 
for taxes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there an amendment to this bill? 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Yes; theamendmentisstatedin the report 

of the committee. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read a.s follows: 

Amend by adding to the bill the following: 
·~Provided, That the amount p aid under this act shall not exceed $2,036.61." 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HEMPIDLL. I only desire to say a few words with ref­

erence to this bill. The property referred to was purchased by 
Esther A. Keyser's father at a tax sale. She held it for anum­
ber of years and paid the taxes upon it. Subsequently an action 
was brought by the present holder who ousted her of possession. 
Under the laws of this District in such a case the money that the 
:purchaser pays at the tax sale, together with the taxeslaid dur­
:wg the time the purchaser holds it, must be refunde and the' 

same amount levied upon the property to be paid by the present 
owner. 

The Commissioners have recognized the justice of this claim, 
and say that it ought to be paid; but under the appropriation 
bills that are passed by Congress, as we all know, they are au­
thorized to make no expenditure of money except such as is war­
ranted by Congress. Therefore, this lady must come to Con­
gress for this appropriation. As soon as the money is paid over 
tb her, the Commissioners, under the general law, must levy 
upon the property itself, and so reimburse the District for that 
amount; so that we are out nothing in the transaction. She gets 
what she has lost, and the party who owns the property has to 
pay. . 

The bill as· amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being e__ngrossed, was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed·. 

On motion of Mr. HEMPHILL, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 

COMMISSION MERCHANTS, ETC., DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I ask to call up the bill (S. 1058) to prevent 
fraudulent transactions on the part of commission merchants and 
other consignees of goods and other property in the District of 
Columbia. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That if any factor, commission merchant, consignee, or 

any person selling goods on commission, or the agent, clerk, or servant of 
such person, shall convert to his own use in the District of Columbia any 
provisions, fruits, flour, meat, butter, cheese, or any other goods, merchan­
dise, or property, or the proceeds of the same, and shall fail to pay: over the 
·avails or proceeds, less his proper charges, within five days after receiving 
the money or its equivalent from the. purchaser or purchasers of said goods 
or produce, and after demand mane therefor by the pt:'rson entitled to receive 
the same, or his or her duly authorized agent, he shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon information and conViction in the police court of 
the District of Columbia shall be fined not more than $1,000 or be imprisoned 
not exceeding six months, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

·The bill was ordered to be read a third time; and was accord­
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HEMPHILL, amotion to reconsider the last 
vote wa.s laid on the table. · 

UNLAWFUL USE OF PROPERTY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. H~MPHILL. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (S. 1057) to 
punish the unlawful appropriation of the use of the property of 
another in the District of Columbia. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
B e it enacted, etc. , That any person or persons, their aiders or abettors, who 

shall enter, or, being upon the premises of any other person, body corporate 
or politic, or voluntary association in the District of Columbia, shall, against 
the will and consent of such person or persons, body politic or corporate, or 
voluntary association, or their agents, willfully take and carry away any 
horse, mare, colt, gelding' mule, ass, sheep, hog, ox or cow, or any carriage, 
wagon, buggy, cart, bicycle, tricycle. or other wheeled vehicle, or any sail­
boat, rowboat, or other vessel, or any other property whatsoever, or take 
and carry away out of the custody or use of any person or persons, body cor­
porate or politic, or voluntary association, or their agents, any of the above­
enumerated property at whatsoever place the same maybe found shall, upon 
conviction thereof in any· court of .said District having criminal jurisdiction, 
be adjud~ed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall restore the property so taken 
and earned away, and be fined not less than five nor more than one hundred 
dollars, or be imprisoned in the United States jail for said District not more 
than six months, or be both fined and imprisoned as aforesaid, in the discre­
tion of the court, although it may appear from the evidence that such per­
son 01~ persons, their aiders and abettors, took and carried such property or 
any portion thereof for their or his present use and not with the intent of per­
manently appropriating or converting the same. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will call the attention of the gen­
tleman from South Carolina to this phrase in the bill: 

And fined not less than five nor more than one hundred dollars. 
Mr. HEMPIDLL. I move to strike out the words "less than 

five nor;" so that it will read: 
Fined not more than $100. 
Fixing the maximum but not the mimimum fine. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be read a third time; and 

was accordingly read the third time, and passed . . 
On motion of Mr. HEMPIDLL, a motion to _reconsider the last 

vote wa.s l~id on the table. ' 
BUILDING OF HOUSES ALONG CERTAIN ALLEYS, DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HEMPIDLL. I desire to call up the bill (H. R. 5119) to 
prevent the building of houses along certain alleys in the city of 
Washington, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
B e it enacted, etc., That from and after the passage of this act it shall be un­

lawful to erect a dwelling house on any alley within the District of Columbia 
when said alley is less than 4{) feet in width: and no permit for the erec­
tion of a dwelling on any alley in said district shall be hereafter granted 
until said alley shall be extended to the full width or not less than 4Q feet its 
entire length directly through the square, so as to open out onto the streets 
on opposite sides of the square, and not until provision shall have been made 
for the sewerage and lighting of said alley and for tll.e extension of the water 
mains therein. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 

• 

, . 

( 

/ 
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and being engrossed, was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. HEMPHILL, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. _ · ., 

ASSESSMENTS, ETC., DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 5118) 

to amend an act making appropriations for the expenses of the 
government of the District for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1882, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc .• That the paragraph relating to the duties of the assessor, 

commencing with the fourth line from the bottom of page 460 and ending 
·with and including the eighth line from the top of page ~1, of volume 21, 
United States Statutes at Large, be, and the same is hereby, amended so as 
to read as follows: . 

"The books of assessment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1893, and an­
nually thereafter, shall be prepared by the assessor of the District of Colum­
bia. before the 1st day of November of each year, and upon the completion 
thereof, said assessor shall prepare a statement showing the total amount 
of the assessment of both real and personal property, and the total amount 
of taxes to be collected under said assessment; which statement shall be re­
ceipted by the collector of taxes in triplicate, and said collector shall be held 
responsible under his bond for all such taxes, except such as he may not be 
able to collect a.fter fully complying with the requirements of law. The orig­
inal receipt of said assessment and taxes shall be forwarded by the assessor 
to the First Comptroller of the Treasury, the duplicate to the auditor of the 
:::>!strict of Columbia, and -t.he triplicate shall be retained by the collector. 
Hereafter all tax bills shall be made up tmder the direction of the assessor of 
the District of Columbia. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with any of 
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed." · 

The SPEAKER. Is there any amendment to the bill? 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Yes; there is an amendment to the title, 

in line'5, to strikeout theword "ninety-two"andinserttheword 
"eighty-two." 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment. · 
The Clerk read as follows: 
The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred House 

bill5118, has considered the same, and recommends that it be amended by 
striking out of the fourth line in the title the word "ninety-two'' and ·in­
serting" eighty-two." The amendment merely corrects an error of date. ~ 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HEMPHlLL. I will say that the only effect Of this bill is 

to save the necessity offurnishing duplicate tax ledgers from the 
assessors, abolishing the present requirement that duplicate-tax 
ledgers shall be prepared by the assessor and turned over to the 
collector, which involved the employment of a very large force 
at considerable expense. The bill ~eets the approval oi the Com-

•missioners, and is in the interest of simplicity in the transaction 
of business. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
being engr'ossed, it was accordingly read· the third time, and 
passed. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment to the 
title, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerkread as follows: 
Amend title so as to read: "A bill to amend an act entitled 'An act making 

appropriations to provide for the expenses of the government of the District 
or Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes,' 
approved March 3, 1881." · 

The amendment was agreed to. -
On motion of Mr. HEMPHILL, a motion to reconsider the last 

vote was laid on the table. 
TAX SALES AND TAXES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I now call up for consideration the bill 

(H. R . 4845) to amend an act entitled "An act relating to tax sales 
and taxes in the District of Columbia." 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That an act entitled "An act relating to tax sales and 

taxes in the District ..of Columbia," approved :F'ebrnary 6, 1879, be, and the 
same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows: 

"That it shall be the duty of the assessor for the District or Columbia to 
prepare and keep in his office, for public inspection. a list of all real es­
tate in the District of Columbia heretofore sold, or which may hereafter be 
sold, for the nonpayment of any ~eneral or special tax or assessment levied 
or assessed upon the same, said l1st to show the date of sale and for what 
taxes sold; in whose name assessed at the time of sale; the amount for which 
\he same was sold; when and to whom conveyed if deeded, or, it redeemed 
from said sale, the date of redemption. And it shall be the duty of said 
assessor, whenever called upon, to furnish, in addition to the regular tax 
bills, a certified statement, over his hand and official seal, of all taxes and 
assessments, general and special, that may 9e due and unpaid at the time of 
making said certificate; and for each and every certificate so furnished by 
said assessor, the party requesting the same shall pay into the treasury of 
said District a fee of 50 cents; and said certificat-e, when furnished as afore­
said, shall be a bar to the collection and recovery of any tax or assessment 
omitted from and which, at the date of said certificate, may have been a lien 
upon the real estate mentioned in said certificate. And it is hereby declared 
that all public records which have any reference, or in any way relate to real 
or personal property in said District, shall be open to the public for inspec­
tion free of charge. 

''All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with any of the provisions of this act 
are hereby repealed. " . . 

Mr. HEMPHILL. There is an amendment-proposed by the 
committee. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 
. On page 2, line 24, after the word "furnished," strike out the following: "as· 

--

aforesaid_, shall be a bar to thEt collection and recovery of any tax or assess­
m~nt om1tted from and which, at. the date of said certificate, may have been 
a lien upon the real estate," and msert "shall be a bar to the collection and 
recovery fro~ any subsequent purchaser of any tax or assessment omitted 
from and which may be a lien upon the real estate mentioned in said certifi­
cate, and said lien shall be discharged as to such subsequent purchaser but 
shall not affect the liability of the person who owned the property at the time 
such tax was assessed to pay the same." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HOLMAN. What is the title of that bill? 
'J:he SPEAKER. The Clerk will report. the title. 
The title was again reported. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HEMPHILL, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. · 

LAND TITLES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I now call up for consideration the bill 

(H. R. 6013) to amend the laws relating to land titles in the Dis· 
trict of Columbia, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read, as follows; 
Be it enacted etc., That the term "heirs," or other words of like import 

shall not be requisite in any deed or will hereafter made of land in the Dis~ 
trict o~ Columbia to con ve! or. create an estate in fee simple, but every grant 
or ~eVlse of lan_d in said D1stnct hereafter made shall vest in the grantee or 
d~Vlsee all the mterest and estate, legal and equitable, of the grantor or de­
VIsor in the premises granted or devised unless an intent to pass a less estate 
or interest is expressed or necessarily implied. · 

SEC. 2. That where two or more persons are named as grantees or devisees 
in any deed or will hereafter made, except when named or taking as trus­
tees, such persons shall be deemed and held to take as tenants in common 
and not as joint tenants, unless a contrary intent is expressed. Any two or 
more. tenants in common may be joined in any suit or action hereafter 
brought relating to land held or claimed in common or coparcenary 

SEc. 3. That the recitals in any t!ustee's deed, executor's deed, guardian's 
deed, or marshal's deed, recorded m the proper oftlce in said District prior 
to March 3, 1863, shall, in favor of the parties in possession, actual or con­
structive, claiming thereunder, be P'l'ima facie evidence in all courts of law 
and equity of the facts recited: Pr01:ided, That the provisions of this section 
shall not a.trect pending suits, nor the rights, if any, acquired under existing 
laws, of any person who, within twenty years next before the passage of tp.is 
act, shall have asserted on the land records of the District of Columbia any 
title adverse to the title of any person claiming under such deeds. 

SEc. 4. That possession of land in s:t.id District heretofore or hereafter ob­
tained without fraud or collusion, and held for ten years by any person and 
those under whom he claims, either in person or by tenants, with claim of 
absolute ownership under any instrument recorded among the land records 
of said District, shall be deemed and taken in all court-s of law and equity to 
vest the pos~essor with a fee-simple title t!J such land: Provided, That no 
such possessiOn shall bar any person claiming an interest in such land and 
being an infant or insane when such possession commenced, or any pe'rson 
claiming at the expiration of such ten years' possession any interest therein 
as reversioner or remainder-man, from bringing or maintaining any suit or 
action in respect of such land, it such suit or action be brought in one year 
from and after the removal of the disability or the termination of the inter­
mediate estate or estates, as the case may be: ·And p·rovidedfurther, That no 
possession heretofore commenced and having continued for less than twenty 
years shall bt: a bar to any suit begun within three years from and after the 
passage of this act. 

SEc. 5. That the possession int-ended to be protected by the fourth section 
of this act is actual or constructive, and a purchaser of land for value and 
without fraud or collusion, or anyone claiming under such purchaser, and 
to whom the same has been or shall be assessed in the proper oftlce or o11lces 
or said District for ten years or more next preceding the passage of this act 
and who·has, during the period of ten years, and without default for tw~ 
consecutive_years, paid all taxes assessed against said land, not lawfully de­
cided to be illegally assessed, shall be deemed to have constructive posses­
sion in the absence of actual possession by an ad verse claimant: and to make 
out the aforesaid period the person in actual or constructive possession may 
add to the time of his own possession, actual or constructive, the time of 
the like possession of any preceding possessor or other successive preceding 
possessor through or under whom he claims. The certificate of the collector 
of.t.axes, and which he shall furnish on demand of any party interested 
showing the assessment and payment of taxes during the perio:l aforesaid' 
shall be p1•imajacie evidence that the taxes certified as paid were paid by the 
person in whose name the land is shown by the certificate to have been as­
sessed: Provided, That the provisions of this section shall not affect any liti­
gations pending at the date of the passage of this ac.t, or the rights, if any 
acquired under existing law, of any person who by any instrument recorded 
in the office of the reco1·der of deeds of said District, within the period afore­
said, has set up or asserted an adverse title to such land. 

SEC. 6. That when possession has been acquired, and has existed as set 
forth in the fourth l;\nd tift~ sections of this act, and the person in possession, 
actual or constructive, des1res to P.Crpetuate record proof thereof, such per­
son may tile a bill on the equity Side of the supreme-court of the District of · 
Columbia, verified by the oath of the complainant, setting forth the fact of 
such possession, a full description of the land, and the manner in which the 
complainant, or those under whom the complainant claims, acquired title 
and praying the court to decree that the complainant is vested with a fee~ 
simple title to the land-described; andif the complainanthasanyknowledge 
or Wormation of the existence or whereabouts of any person or persons 
who, according to the record, might assert an ad verse claim to the land, such 
person or persons shall be made parties defendant, and process shall issue 
against such person or persons, as provided for by existing law, returnable 
within the time prescribed by existmg law; but if after diligent inquiry the 
names and residences of any person or persons who might assert any such 
adverse claim can not be ascertained, that fact shall be stated in the bill; 
and if, in case of summons issued, the marshal shall make return as to any 
defendant "not to be found," or if the bill shall state that after dili~ent in­
quiry the names and whereabouts of any person or persons who mJ.ght as­
ser~ ~n ad ver~e claim can not be ascertained, an.order may issue, as of course, , 
reciting in bnef the substance of the bill, and warning all persons interested 
to appear by a day therein named, which shall not be less than ninety days 
after the filing of the bill, and show cause against the granting of the relief 
prayed, a copy of which order shall be published daily, at least once a 
week for ten successive weeks, in some newspaper printed and published 'in 
said District and of general circulation therein, a copy of which order shall 
be mailed by the clerk of the com·t, within one week after the return of the 
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marshal to all defendants who are returned ''not to be found," and whose 
names and residences are given in the bill, and in such case before any. fur­
ther proceedings in the cause are had the clerk shall sign and file in the cause 
a certificatd of such mailing, and such other notice may be given as the court 
may prescribe. On proof to the satisfaction of the court of such publica­
tion being made, the return of "summoned" as to any defendants named 
who are found, and such interlocutory orders as the court may deem expe­
dient evidencemay be taken in such manner and upon such terms as the court 
may prescribe· and on hearing the bill and proofs the court may by decree 
declare that the complainant is vested with a. fee-simple title to the land in 
question against every claimant; and when a duly certified copy of such de­
cree is recorded in the omce of the recorder of deeds of said District, the rec­
ord thereof shall be conclusive of the facts declared in and by such decree, 
subject, nevertheless, to the provisos contained in the fourth section of this 

ac~'Ec. 7. That if in the proceedings aforesaid any person claiming any in­
terest in the premises shall appear and traverse the averments of the bill 
t.he court may direct such proceedings to be had and such proofs to be ta.ken 
as the nature of the case may require; and if upon a final hearing the court 
shall be satisfied that the complainant is not entitled to the relief prayed the 
bill shall be dismissed, but without prejudice to the rights of any of the par­
ties in auy suit or action thereafter brought to recover possession of the 
premises in question. · 

SEc. 8. That any person claiming title to any land in the District of Colum­
bia by descent, or having acquired title from or through any person or per­
sons who cln.imed the same by descent, may file a petition on the equity side 
of the supreme court of the District of Columbia, verU,.ed by the Qath of the 

·petitioner, setting forth the name of the intestate, the date and place of his 
or her decease, as nearly as can be ascertained, a full description of the land 
and the manner in which the intestate acquired title to the same, the name 
or names of the person or per::.ons claiming or who claimed to be the sole or 
only heir or heirs of the intestate, and the relationship of such person or 
persons to the intestate, and praying the court to decree that the person or 
persons so named is or are the sole or orily heir or heirs of the intestate; and 
thereupon an order may issue as of course, setting forth the substance of the 
petit-ion and warning all persons interested to appear by a day therein to be 
named, not less than thirty days from the date of filing of such petition, and 
show cause against the granting of the prayer thereof, a duly certified copy 
of which order shall be published daily, for twenty days, in some newspaper 
of general circulation printed and published in said District ; and if the in­
testate was at the date of decease domiciled outside of sa.id District, like 
publicat-ion shall be made in each issue of some newspaper printed or pub­
lished at the city, town, or county where he or she was so domiciled for the 
period of a.t le&st twenty days. 

SEO. 9. That on proof to the satisfaction of the court of publication being 
made as aforesaid, the court may direct evidence to be taken, by commission 
or otherwise, in support of the allegations of the petit.ion, and in case of con­
flicting claims of heirship may direct an issue to be framed, and refer the 
same to the law side of the court for trial by jury; and on hearing and con­
sidering the proceedings the court may pass a decree declaring who were or 
are the only heirs at law of the intestate: and when a copy of such decree, 
certified by the clerk under his hand a:nd seal of the court, is recorded in the 
o.mce of the recorder of deeds of said District, the record thereof shall be con­
clusive of the facts declared in and by such decree: Provided, That such de­
cree shall not be or be deemed a bar to any suit by any person claiming as 
heir to the intestate, and not named in such decree, who was at the date 
thereof an infant or insane, if such suit shall be brought within two years 
from and after the removal of the disability. 

SEC. 10. That a.s to bona fide purchasers and mortgagees, the title to any 
real estate in said District of which any person shall hereafter die seized and 
possessed shall not be affected by the lien of any debt of obligation of the de­
cedent not existing of record after the expiration of one year from the dat.e 
of the death of the decedent, unless within that period notice of writing of 
the debt or obligation shall have been filed in the omce of the register of wills 
of said District. 

SEC. 11. That all laws or parts of laws inconsistent with any of the provi­
sions of this act be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. WOLVERTON. Mr. Speaker, my attention was only 
called this morning to the objectionable features of this bill. It 
seems to me that it is too important a me.asure to receive hasty 
consideration by the members of this body. It involves a change 
of the whole system of acquisition of title to lands in the District 
of Columbia. 

The first and , second sections are, per:haps, not objectionable. 
In several of the States statutes have been enacted providing 
that where a deed or devise does not contain the word" heirs," 
unless there is some other provision in the instrume~t limiting 
the estate conveyed, the absence of the word '' heirs" is not to 
be construed as a limitation, and when there is evidence that it 
was the intention of the grantor gathered from other parts of the 
instrument, to convey a fee-simple title the courts will so con­
strue it. 'fhat the mere absence of the word "heirs" will not 
create a less estate than a fee simple, unless there is some ex­
press provision contained in the instrument showing that a leRs 
estate was intended by the grantor or testator. 

But the third, fourth, and fifth sections show me, upon the 
hasty consideration I have given them, that they are intended 
to cover some s12ecial case, some hidden purpose, and not for the 
ptirpose of prov1ding a general system of land laws for the pur­
pose of quieting title to lands in the District of Columbia. Ire­
quest the careful attention of member8 of this body to those three 
sections. • 

Section 3 provides-
That the recitals in any trus tee's deed, executor's deed, guardian's deed, or 

marshal's deed-

Shall be prima facia evidence of title in all the courts of law and 
of equity in favor of parties in possession, actual or constructive. 
In this latter word lies the whole vice of this bill. It substitutes 
constructive for actual possession. It also provides-

That the provisions of this section shall not affect pending suits, nor the 
rights, if any, acquired undet• existing laws, of any person who, within twenty 
years next before the passage of this act, shall have asserted on the land 

records of the District of Columbia any title adverse to the title of any per­
son claiming under such deeds. 

Not upon the land, but upon the ' : land records" of the Dis­
trict of Columbia. 

Any title adverse to the title of any person claiming under such deeds. 
It does not except the man w4o may have lived ninteen years and 

six months upon the land, and who has kept his flag flying, who has 
held open, notorious, and hostile possession of the property; such 
persons only who have asserted title on the land records of this 
District. The person in actual possession is ignored in this .ex­
ception, showing that there is underneath the provisions of 
this section a desire to confer on the holder of adeedfrom what­
ever source obtained if recorded advantages over the person in 
actual occupancy, holding possession by open, notorious, and hos­
tile possession. 

Take sectien 4 in connection with this. You have there the 
express provision that t 3n years' · constructive possession shall 
give a person an absolute fee-simple ti.tle to land within the Dis­
trict of Columbia. Title acquired by possession or the statute of 
limitations, under the laws of the District of Columbia to-day, as 
I understand them, is that there must be· open, notorious, and 
host.ile possession for twenty years to give an absolute fee-simple 
title. Yet this bill provides that constructive possession, that 
possession which follows the deed of conveyance, shall be suffi­
cient of itself to convey a:1 absolute fee-simple title to the land 
in questi,on, even against a person in actual possession or occupar 
tion of the land. 

Mr. BROSIUS. As against occupation? 
Mr. WOLVERTON. Thisconstructive possession is made su­

perior as actual againstoccupation of a man who may have held 
the ground for nineteen years and nine. months. 

Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. Thatis, paper possession is 
better than actual possession. 

Mr. WOLVERTON. Asthegentlemanfrom New Jersey says, 
paper possession is batter than actual possession. A man who 
never put a foot upon the land will have a better ·standing in court. 
than the man who has now be '2 n more than ten years in actual 
possession. -

Mr. BROSIUS. Is that a unanimous report? 
Mr. WOLVERTON. It is a unanimous report. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I hope gentlemen will not .take the state­

ment of my friend too fully. I think I understand the bill, and 
I shall in a short time show that it is not half as bad as he makes 
out. I will show what the effects of the bill will be. 

Mr. WOLVERTON. Mr. Speaker,Iwantmembers to pay es­
pecial attention to section 4, and particularly to the provision at 
the end of that sectio.n, and see whether it does not bear me out 
in the construction of this act stated-that pap&r possession and 
constructive possession for ten years is better than nineteen years 
and eleven nionths of actual, open, notorious, hostile possession. 

Section 4 is as follows: · 
SEc. 4. That possession of land in said District heretofore or hereafter 

obtained without fraud or collusion, and held for ten years by anypHrson and 
those under whom he claims, either in per on or by tenants, with claim of 
absolute ownership under any ins trument recorded amon~ the land records 
of said District, shall be deemed and taken in all courts of 1aw ~nd equity to 
vest the possessor with a fee-simple title to such land. 

That is, any man who has a claim, or who has a deed upon the 
land records of the District of Columbia for any piece of ground 
shall have an actual fee-simple title if he can show that he has 
held that deed or made that claim for ten years, although he may 
never have had a moment's actual possession or set a foot upon 
the property. 

Then comes a proviso in reg·ard to minora, fixing a certain 
time within which suit may be brought, giving an infant, an in~ 
sane person, a remainderman, or reversioner one year after the 
removal of his disability to bring suit. Then comes the provi­
sion at the end of section 4, and I ask gentlemen to examine it 
and see whether a true construction does not bear me out. I sub­
mit that this provision gives a better title to the man who has a 
deed or who has constructive possession than the title of the 
man who has actual possession, even though he may have a house 
upon the premises and ma.y have occupied it for nineteen years 
and upwards. 

I read the provision: 
A ndprovidedfurtker, That no posses ion heretofore commenced and hav­

ing continued for less than twenty years shall be a bar to any suit begun 
within three years from and after the passage of this act. 

Suppose a man has been in possession of a piece of property for 
nineteen years, yet if a suit be brought by the one who holds 
constructive possession as defined in this act within three years 
from the passage of this Mt, although by that time the man will 
in actual possession, have had actual occupancy for twenty-two 
years, still his actual possession is not to b3 set up against the 
paper title or constructive possession under a deed of any char­
acter whatever, whether the grantor had title or not. There 
never was such an act passed by the Legislature of any State. 
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The report of the committee says that in twenty-seven States 
there are provisions of law similar to those contained -in the first 
and second sections of this bill, but says nothing about any en­
actments covering the provisions of the third, fourth, and fifth 
sections of the bill ever having been enacted anywhere in the 
United Sta~es by any legislative body. I submit there is not a 
member of this House who can point to any State which has a 
law on its statute books providing that an actual possession of nine­
teen years does not confer as good a title as a paper possession 
or a constructive possession, as here defined, of ten years, and that 
is just what this bill provides. 

Mr. Speaker, there is something hidden beneath the provi­
sions of this bill, judging from the hasty consideration I have 
been able to give it this morning. Its provisions are too care­
fully worded and guarded not to cover some hidden purpose not 
disclosed by the bill. Who can tell what its effect will be upon 
innocent holders of title by unrecorded titleoractual possession. 

Section 5 provides-
That the possession intended to b'e protected by the fourth section of this 

act is actual or constructive, and a :purchaser of land for value and without 
fraud or collusion, or anyone claimmg under such purchaser, and to whom 
the same has been or sha.ll be assessed in the proper omce or omces of said 
District for ten years or more next preceding the passage of this aet, and 
who has, during the period of ten years, and without default for" two consec­
utiTe years, paid all taxes assessed against said land, not lawfully decided 
to be illegally assessed, shall be deemed to have constructive possession. 

This defines "constructive possession." It defines it to be the 
payment of taxes for ten years. Therefore, a man who has some 
kind of a deed orcolorable title, even though invalid in law, and 
has paid taxes quietly for ten years on a lot of ground in the Dis­
trict of Columbia under this act would have a better title than 
another man who may h~ve lived upon the lot for any time less 
than twenty years. That is what this act means by ''construct­
ive possession." It may be compared to what is known in land 
law as colorable title, which extends the actual possession to the 
boundaries mentioned in the deed. It is not as good as colorable 
title, because there must be actual possession under colorable title 
to extend the possession to the boundaries named in the convey­
ance. Under this act no actual possession of any part of the prop-
erty is required. · 

The mere payme,nt of taxes for ten yeaes under any" instru­
ment recorded among the land records" '' shall be deemed and 
taken in all courts of law and equity to vest the possessor with 
a fee-simple title to Sl\Ch land." _ 

Possessor of what? Not of the land, but of such instrument of 
writing, "with claim of absolute ownership." What kind of a 
claim? How asserted? In his own mind? No open ostensible 
claim is required. It would certainly be a great· change in the 
land law of this District to reduce the term of actual posses­
sion from twenty to ten years, but to not only reduce the term 
from twenty to ten years and substitute the payment of taxes 
instead of actual possession would create the greatest confusion 
of titles and might result in the change of titles by legislation 
which would produce great hardships and injustice to innocent 
persons. Constructive possession is defined by the terms of the 
act itself. _ Then, if you go on to the end of the section you will 
find this-

Subject, nevertheless, to the provisos ~ontained in the fourth section of 
th1s act. 

In the fourth section the second proviso is . that this construc­
tive possession, which is given by payment of taxes for ten years 
or by having a deed on record in the land office, shall prevail 
a o-ainst actual possession. A bill of this kind, should it become 
a law, will affect a great many important interests in the District, 
and should be considered very carefully. I was spoken to about 
it this morning. The hasty consideration I have been able to 
giYe it since the session opened has convinced me that the bill 
should not pass and will not if properly understood. I am in­
formed that there are many poor men whose homes will be swept 
from them without notice if this becomes a law; men who are in 
open notorious, and hostile possession of small lots of ground 
which would be taken away from them by the operation of this 

. bill if it should become a law. 
The bill, I repeat, should be very carefully considered and 

scrutinized before it passes this House. There has not been 
time to give it the examination and careful consideration which 
it ought to r eceive and its further consideration here should be 
postponed to another day. 

There .is no more important subject can come before you than 
acts affe~ting titles to lands. All such legislation should be 
carefully considered before acted upon, and I hope further con­
sideration will be 1JOStponed to give an opportunity. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, I agree with the gentleman 
who has_ just taken his S3at [Mr. WOLVER'l'ON] to the extent of 
saying that this is a matter of considerable consequence, and I 
trust ,the House of Represantatives will carefully consider it. I 
differ with the gentieman, however, in his construction of this . 

• 

act. It is very evident that he has not had time to examine it 
with care or he would notJhave made the speech that he has made 
upon this floor. This bill, or one of similar import, was intro­
duced in the last Congress and reported favorably by the Com­
mittee on the District of Columbia but was not considered in the 
House. It was reintroduced into the present Congress, and was 
referred to the subcommittee consistmg of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. FELLows], the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. COGSWELL], and myself, and was fully considered by them. 
They gave notice to every one who chose to appear, and lawyers, 
property owners, and others did appear and argued the matter 
fully, and the whole question was again argued fully before the 
whole committee. 

There were other amendments adopted by the committee; and 
after full consideration there is a unanimous report in favor of 
the bill. I think it can hardly be said that a bill reported unani­
mously in the last Congress by a committee of which my friend 
from Vermont [Mr. GROUT] was chairman, and reported unani­
mously by the committee of the present House after a full hear­
ing-a bill which has the approval of the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia, which is strongly indorsed by Mr. Hazleton, 
the attorney for the District of Columbia, which has the approval· 
of every lawyer of prominence, so far as I know, in this city, can 
be a job in favor of any particular interest or any particular in­
dividual. The truth is, Mr. Speaker, I have never known a. 
bill of as much consequence as this to the people of the District 
to be as warmly and unanimously supported as this bill is. The 
only opposition to the bill as made known to the committee, after 
every opportunity for opponents to be heard, was from someper­
sons who have brought up claims in some instances eighty and 
one hundred years old, and have undertaken to throw a cloud 
upon the titles of the rightful owners of certain real estate. 

The people who have bought up claims in this way are, I know, 
ob-jecting to this bill; and one of those gentlemen admitted that 
when he bought the title of certain persons claiming to be the 
heirs of an original owner in this District he was not able to say 
whether those persons were really tlie heirs, and he has not been 
willing to go into court and undertake to prove it. I say that 
such people are not entitled to the same consideration at the 
hands of any legislative asseml:.ly as good honest people who pay 
their taxes ana support the Government. 
• This billexpresslyexcludesfrom the operation of theactevery 

suit now pending in the courts of this District or the courts of 
the United States; but for fear that cases might be dismissed 
and parties be compelled t.o begin proceedings afresh, we have 
agreed upon an amendment expressly providing that this bill 
sl:J.all not affect for three years after final decree any case in:vol v­
ing the title to r_eal estate which is now pending either in the 
court3 of the District or the courts of the United States. That 
is an amendment which we shall ask the House to adopt. 

Now, a word as to the provisions of this bill. The first saction 
simply provilies that "the grantor in any deed, although he may 
omit to ::. pecify that the grants for himself and his " heirs " shall 
be construed as conveying- the full estate that he has, unless an in­
tent to pass a less interest is expressed or clearly implied. This 
is the law in twenty-seven States of the Union; and I hardly think 
it necessary to defend such a provision. 

The second section provides that where property is conveyed 
to two persons, it shall be considered, unless tliere be proof to • 
the contrary, that the property is held by them as tenants in 
common, _not as joint tenants, the difference being, as everylaw­
yer knows, that in the case of joint tenants there is a right of 
survivorship. 

In an instance, which was brought to the attention of the com­
mittee, two brothers bought a piece of property in this District 
which subsequently became very valuable. The one who first 
died left a family; the one who last died left no family; yet the 
collateral heirs of the latter became vested under the existing law 
with the sole title of this property, although the other brother 
had done his equal share toward paying for it. I think there is 
no objection to this provision. 

Now as to the third section . 
Mr. BROSIDS. If"it does not disturb the gentleman, I would 

like to ask him a question. · 
Mr. HEMPHILL. I am very glad to answer any questions. 
Mr. BROSIUS. One provision of the third section is that the 

recitals in a trustee's or a guardian's deed shall be p •rima facie evi­
dence in favor of the party in either actual or constructive pos­
session. Now how, would that rule operate in a case where one 
man is in actual possession and another man in constructive pos-
session? · 

Mr. HEMPHILL. The courts, as I understand, hold univer­
sally that the party in actual possession is entitled to the prefer­
ence. Where one man is in actual possession and pays t.axes 
there can not be another man in constructive possession. Let 
me state to the gentleman the object of this provision. Before 

I 
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the organization of the present courts of this District the court 
records were very improperly kept and a large part ~f the rec-
0~.8 of t~e Pr:oceedings of the cou;ts prior to 1863 are now lost. 
%_ lS section srmply provides that in the deed or a trustee or guar­
th~n °~ marshal,_ the recitals shall be prima facie evidence of what 
ThY 8 ate.. Thisev1denceis not conclusive as a matter of course. 

ose remtals are simply p1·ima facie evidence in favor of the 
par;y titually or constructively in possession of the property. 
6 

• }· ROSIDS. My idea is that one man may be in actual pos­
Nsslon of land, ~bp.e another may lrave constructive possession. 
. ow, suppose su1t1s brouo-ht by the man in constructive posses­
So~th~d he produces a deed reciting a conveyance from John 
U rru o. Jo~n -!o~es, which conveyance never in fact existed. 
ta nd~r th1S ~ill, if 1t should become a law, such recital would es-
p b~h.a pn,ma f.acie case in favor of the party in constructive 

0 · esswn as agamst the party in actual possession. . 
to Mr. RE~IP:f!-ILL. I want 'the gentleman from Pennsylvama 
is ~derstand m the first place that this is only true provided it 
r a eed !rom a trustee, executor, guardian, or marshal, and is 
thcorded m the proper office in the District of Columbia prior to 

.e year 18G3. Now, it is hardly likely that a piece of property 
Will have a deed recorded ao-ainst it from 1863 up to 1892 with­
out the pa~ty claiming posb~sion having taken some action to 
clear the title: . And I t~ink there is not the slightest danger of 
such a case arlSmg, for 1t does not apply to all deeds, but only to 
~~te specified in the bill and under the conditions thereinspcci-

a 1?'· ~ROSIUS. But will not my friend from South Carolina 
greew1th me that if a ca e micrht occur-if it ·is possible for a 

~asehto occ~ under thelaw-oughtnot the law to provide against 
uc a contingency? 
~r. RE'!\fPHILL. Well, in recrard to that- · 

do r · BRqSIUS. And allow me ~ne word further, please. How 
br: my fnend explain tho other difficulty, that in case a suit is 
tuaiught by ~:>ne in constructive possession against the man in ac­
Pri pojisse~s1on, the law providing that a recital in the deed is 
ac ma acw evidence in either case, and supposing the man in 
th tual po~session p1•oduces a deed containing a recital also, then or: qu~stwn arises, the recital in which deed should have pref-

nce. 
ju~io ~:&..~HilL. That is a question for the court or for the 

1 
OClde. 

of l"hr. FELLOWS. Undoubtedly a question for the construction 
e court, 

tl~· HEMPHILL. I think the case is very clear. I! the gen­
th:an has a. deed from a trustee 6-lld is in actual possession of 
deel'~·operty, and there are certain recitals in that deed, and his 
fro lS on record prior to 1863, and there is in addition a deed 
arembthe guardian, and this is also recorded prior to 186B, they 

oth prima facie evidence-- ·. 
~- BROSIUS. But which would overturn the other? 

uo ·. H~MPIDLL. That is just what I was going to say. A 
q hfti~ lS then presented for the court and the jury. 
~·~IDS. But the jury could not do it. 
11r' B ffiLL. Why? 

law 8~ ROSIUS. Well, how could the court decide it if the 
each sts that the recital in both deeds is of equal potency and 
title it b~~ d Prima jac~e case? Which deed will constitute a 

Mr HE~ cads contain the same recital of fact? 
as I belie 1P~. If the gentleman is a lawyer of eminence, 
coupt has v; ~~to be, he knows that it often happens that the 
court will d~ out knots, and when the occasion arises the 

Mr. BRosfns 
cite the same st te But here is a ca e where each deed may re-

Mr. REMPnt of facts. 
possible, that ea \La_ llut it is hardly likely, and in fact scarcely 
mg from differe ct eed would have the same recital, each com­
. ..,fr. BRosru n ourc7s and through different channels. 
if the title of g. It m1ght recite a different conveyance. But 
on his recital e occui?ant, the actual occupant, would depend 
depend upon t,h:;'d th~ t1~lo of the constructive occupant would 
dential fact how recital m his deed, and without any other ovi-

~1r. llE1rl>IIILLou~ the. court determine as between them? 
a~JJ:e; but if tho g · U he difficulty, I think, could scarcely over 
bill I will agree ~ eman thinks it important to amend. the 
actual occupancy tho an. amon~ment providing that in case of 
.:u~. BROSIDs. T~~majacte shall be in favor of such person. 

bill1 concerned· for it 8~Would be good as far as that part of the 
·modification of tho term.se~ms to ~e that there ought to be orne 
al~ne would enjoy some aa./ ~e crbill, so tha~ the actual occupant 
sh1p. an a.,e over the man claiming owner-

Mr. RE~fPHILL I h 
Mr. CULBERSON 3.\"'e no objection to that. 

will give me his atten:tio~ ftho gentleman from South Carolina 
~m· to the third section of t~r bailmlol~Pnt, I w~nt to ask him to ro-. 

. o , mes 4 and 5. As I understand 

it now the recitals in the deeds which· arc described in the bill 
are not evidence against any person in possession or out of pos­
session, but that the authority of the officer who makes the deed 
and the recitals he places in the deed must b3 proven by testi­
mony aliunde the deed. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Yes. 
Mr. CULBERSON. Now, I suppost3 this bill is intended to 

obviate that general principle of law, and in the District of Co­
lumbia to set up a standard of testimony unknown in the law of 
any other portion of the country; that is, to make the recitals in 
an official deedpri1najacie evidence against the person in active 
or constructive pos·ession. I submit, if this general principle of 
law is to be overthrown in the interest of the people living in the• 
District of Columbia, whether they haYe meritol'ious claims or 
not, that it ought not to be changed so astoprotectapo1·son who 
claims constructively. It might perhaps be a mistake to allow 
the recitals in a deed to be prim.aja.cieevidence in favor of~ per­
son who was in actual possession and who had been in actual and 
hostile possession of tho land for anumberof years, claiminq title 
under his deed. But to make it 1trima facie ovi<lence agamst a 
person who claims constructively will, I think, work much mis­
chief in this District. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. You moan aga-inst tho person claiming? 
Mr. CULBERSON. Now,Isubmitthatyoudeclar inthi8·bill 

what constructive possession is, and you narrow very much the 
ordinary mca:ning, technically, of constructive po 'es ion. Now, 
in the fifth section of the bill you declare that if any per::;on is in ' 
possession of a tract of land or a lot in the District of Columbia, 
under any kind of a paper title, whether it be a. deed or any other 
paper title, il it has been placed on record, and he ha paid ta.·e 
on the land for two years, then you make him a constructive pos-
sessor of that land. • 

Mr. HEMPHILL He must pay taxes for ten years. 
Mr. CULBERSON. Yes; then you declare that his posse sion 

shall be considered conbtructive. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. In the absence of actual po c sion. 
Mr. CULBERSON. IIe may not have been on the land at all, 

and he may not have been in fact the owner of the feo; but if he 
claims under any kind of a paper that is or record in the land 
office of the District-whether it ·conveys to him the title or not, 
if he claims under it and has paid the taxes for ten years, then 
you call that constructive possession, and you say that a man 
who thus holds land shall invoke, as a pTi'm,ajacie case, there­
citals of an official deed to be true. I submit that that carrie 
t.he doctrine a little too far in my opinion, and that this harsh 
rule, which may be nece sary to settle titles here, ought not to 
bo enacted so as to operate in favor of persons who have not the 
actual possession of tho land. 

Mr. HEMPIDLL. I would like to call tho attention of tho 
gentleman to the fact that this section does not say "any man 
who pays taxes," and so forth; but it must be a man who claims 
title under a deed, and it is only given provided he pays taxes 
for ten consecutive years, in the absence of actual poswssion by 
an adverse claimant. 

Mr. CULBERSON. I understand that. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Suppose there is a. man who claims title, 

but for ten years he does not pay taxes on the land and does not 
claim adversely and takes no steps to assert his title. The com­
mittee think the man who has paid the taxes for ten years is en­
titled to this much; that is, that the recitals in his deed shall be 
rn-ima ja.cie evidence. 
- Mr. CULBERSON. I only call attention to that to sec hat 
you meant by constructi e posse ~ion in the third section; and if 
you will pardon me one othGr suggestion-because I do not want 
to take the floor-if I understand this fifth section, you provide 
that whenever a person shall claim title to land for ten vears 
and pay taxes upon it during that time he shall have in law a 
feo-simple title. 

Mr. FELLOWS. If he claims under some instrument of record. 
Mr. CULBERSON. Some instrument that has been filed in 

the land office records of the District. · 
Mr. HEMPIDLL. Recorded. 
Mr. CULBERSON. Whether it be, deed or any other kind 

of a paper, you do not describe it at all. Now, I think you will not 
findin any State of this Unionacasewhereyou~nfortify avoi.d 
title or a voidable title by invoking any such claim. Tho party, 
in all' of the State to w.hich my ob ·ervation extends, must be m 
possession of the land, making hostile claim against tho world, 
rusorting his title as owner of tho land; and if he has boenfora cer­
tain length of time-tGn years in some. States, fivo years in other 
States-then all ot.a.er persons in favor of whom there may bG no 
disability statute would be barred. 

But here·I think you overturn the rules that have been rec­
ognized in this country, time out of mind, that whenever yo.l! 
seek to quiet a title to land in any person, you mu t _invol~e h~s 
possession, po C3sio 1Jeiie;, of the land, b-.ca.u o that lS nottce to 
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the world that he claims it, that it is his; and adverse claimants 
should take notice of it and bring their suits; but if he is not in 
possession, ii he is not_.giving notice to the world that he claims 
it, he ought not t.o ta:Ke a snap judgment by standing upon a 
paper that may be filed in the records of the land office. 

)fr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, I think my friend is a little 
harsh in using the term "snap judgment." I do not think a 
man is likely to take a snap judgment against a party when he 
has a title of record, when he pays taxes for ten years, and when 
the other party does not do it; and then the party must be brought 
into court before anything more can be done. 

" I wish to yield to the gentleman from New York [Mr. FEL­
LOWS], who is also familiar with the provisions of this bill. 

Mr. FELLOWS. Mr. Speaker, in ordertoaclearcomprellen­
sion of this bill it would be necessary that the House should know 
something of the mischief which the bill is intended to remedy. 
It is quite true, as has been said by the gentleman who has just 
resumed his seat, that in the States the attitude of the law with 
respect to titles to land is well established. There is an orderly 
procedure which is the outgrowth and result of years of legisla­
tion; but in the District of Columbia titles are held by an alto­
gether different and uncertain tenure. They have been derived 
from different conditions. 

There have been conflicting, adverse, and rival laws unde1· 
which these claims to the possession of property within the Di -
trict of Columbia have grown up, very many of them by virtue 
of decrees of the chancery court of Maryland, inoperative since 
1801, when lands possessed no real value within this District, but 
were waste and idle lands. The people did not covet and did 
not seek to claim po session until imp1·ovement, enhanced value, 
prosperity, and growth made land titles a subject of greater con­
sitieration here. What we desire to do by this bill is to estab­
lish a rule of procedure precisely as we have in the States of the 
Union. Now, we can not fix upon the rule in any given State, 
for the rules in relation to titles of lands differ in many States, 
and are as varied as the number of the States of the Union them­
selves. We wish to establish what every State in the United 
States and what every Territory has, with the exception of the 
District of Columbia-a rule of procedure by which titles may 
be established. 

Now, what do we say? That when a person by virtue. of any 
instrument of record, a recorded deed, tax title, or anything else 
under which he may claim, asset~ts his title to property, and has 
complied with the provisions of law, which demand that the 
owner of the land shall pay taxes to the Government for a period 
of years, which here is made ten, during which time there is no 
adverse claims, no claim of possession whatever, he having the 
title of record, and having performed the functions of a citizen 
toward the Government by paying his tax, he shall have a prirna 
facie claim. What does that mean? Absolute title by which 
others are divested? No; but that a rule shall be established by 
which the courts will not lend their aid or aRsistance to oust him 
of his title. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Will the gentleman pe1·mit me to ask him 
a question? 

Mr. FELLOWS. With pleasure. 
:Mr. CULBERSON. Whyshouldyouhavcthisprovision whicll 

shifts the burden on the defendant to proYe that the recitals of 
the plaintiff are not correct. 

Mr. FELLOWS. Whyshouldnotthatburden be imposed upon 
him? 

Mr. CULBERSON. The usual course of the law is that the 
plaintiff must prove the recitals of the defendant to be incorrect. 

Mr. FELLOWS. Where? 
Mr. CULBERSON. All over the country. 
Mr. FELLOWS. All over the country; but there is no ouch 

law in regard to these titles in this District. It is just a rule of 
procedure, I assert again, that we are trying to establish by this 
bill. When you make it conformable to the rules and require­
ments of all the States, we must make a combination of the best 
principles of our common law, or our statutory law as we find it 
mall the States to make it applicable to these adverse and con­
flicting titles here. 

Now, we simply make the fact thatthereis arecordoititleand 
that there has been ten years continuous payment of taxes upon 
the property pi'ima facie evidenc..., of title; and we submit that 
where the laws are so loose,incongruous,and inharmonious as they 
are in the District of Columbia no better or juster rule than that 
can be established. There has been a government in the Dis­
trict of Columbia, independent of all other governments, that has 
assumed to legislate on title to land. There were the laws of the 
State of :Maryland, from whom the territory of the District of Co­
lumbia was derived. There have been dech;ions of the supreme 
court of the District and of the Supreme Court of the United 
States with respect to these tax titles which render the titles 
uncertain, incongruou ! and indeterminate; and now that the 

property has assumed g-reat value and advanced with rapidity 
in price, it is time that there shall he some rule established of 
construction in regard to titles in thlt:l District by which the per­
sons can go into court. Thres years are given from the time of 
this bill ~oing into operation, if it shall pass, to enable any per­
son to brmg his action in court and test the validity of any claim 
he may have to land here, under the provisions of this bill. 

Mr. RAYNER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. FELLOWS. With pleasure. 
Mr. RAYNER. In this fourth section, which seems to me to 

be a -very objectionable one, provision is made for disposing of 
the property on which an infant may claim. You give an infant 
one yea1·'s time. Now, if the child was 11 year old when his 
property was taken pof:lsession of, and it was held by a man for 
t3n years, then you give that infant one year's time, and that is 
all. to assert his rightful title. Not only that, you leave out the 
rights of married women altogether. You !:lay nothing about the 
"disabilities of a married woman and fenmw com·erte, who has no 
right to bring suit. Your ten years, running retroactively, bars 
ller of title. 

~Ir. FELLOWS. I wit:lh to say in behalf of the chairman of 
the committee and the committee itself, with regard to the time 
within which an action may be brought by an infant, the commit­
tee agreed to an amendment, which will be presented to the House, 
and which will meet tho objection, I think, raised by the gen­
tleman from Maryland. 

Mr. RAYNER. But as to the mal'l'ied women:> 
Mr. FELLOWS. The amendment was a subject of much dis-

cussion in the committee. 
:Mr. DALZELL. :May I ask the g-entleman a question? 
Mr. FELLOWS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DALZELL. I understand the g-entleman toassertforthis 

ten-year limitation, a provided in the bill, simply a p'tinw facie 
title. Now, as I understand sections 4 and 5 of this bill, the pos­
sest:lion of the property for ten years and the payment of taxes 
for ten years give, not a p1·imct facie title, but a title which in all 
courts of law and equity !:!hall be considered a fee-simple title. 

Mr. FELLOWS. Yes. 
Mr. DALZELL. And I understand thatthereis no limitation 

upon the character or validity of the deed which will give a party 
a title. All that a man has to do is to get a deed, no mattel' 
whether the party making the deed llad any title or not; all that he 
ha~ to do is to imply obtain a deed a.nu put it on record, and hav­
ing put that deed on record. gone into po se sion, and !:ltaved in 
possession for ten years and paid taxes. he is to have an ah"solnte 
fee-Himple title as against a man who may have had actual posses­
sion for thirty or fifty or one hund1· d years! 

Mr. SMITH of Arizona. He gets the title even if he stays out 
of possession, provided he pays the taxes. All that is nee ssary 
in order to obtain this title is for him to get some one to make 
him a deed; it matters not whether the man making the ueed 
had any title to the property or not. 

Mr. HE.MPIIILL. Oh, yes, it docs. lf a man has a d eel to 
property, and pays taxes upon it for ten consecutive years and 
the other man pays no taxes upon it, then the title of the firot is 
good as against him. I want to say to my friend that the idea 
of the committee wa ·simply this: That ii a person claims prop­
erty in the Di!:!trict of Columbia and does 11ot come here and ac­
cupy it in any way, and does not pay any taxes upon it, he is not 
entitled to much consideration. 

Mr. DALZELL. That he i not entltleu to any consideration. 
l\fr. HEMPHILL. Well, if he is not entitled to any consider­

ation he will be dealt with justly under this bill. 
)Ir. DALZELL. I do not as ert that, but your bill does. It 

provides that a man who has failed to pay taxes for ten years 
shall have his property confiscated. ' 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Oh, no; not eonfil:lcated. 
Mr. DALZELL. Let me put this case to you. I have a goou 

fee-simple title to a lot of land in tho District of Columbia, and 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. HEMPHILL1.who hac; 
no title, makes a deed to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
FELLOWS], and the gentleman from New York goes into posses­
sion and stays in possession for ten years and pays taxes for ten 
years; then, under the provisions of this bill, you have ab~olutely 
divested my fee-simple title and I have hall no hearing. 

l\fr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. He need not go into pos~ 
!:!eHsion. 

Mr. Hl•~MPHILL. Pt·ovlded you do not come into po -·c:->Hion. 
~1r. DALZELL. That is the meaning of the law'? 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Yes. 
l\Ir. DALZELL. Well, I do not believe there is any such law 

anywhere, or that you can find a lawyer in the country anywhere 
who will approve such a law. 

:\Jr. HE~fP?IJ::L. Well, I do not know, Mr. Speaker; the law­
yers of this District, except OJ?-C or two who are speculators in 
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land claims, have approved it unanimously. The opposition to 
it comes from one man, by the name of Boger or something like 
that (Humbugger, I suppose), who bought up what is known as 
the Blodgett land claim. He comes down and sets up big offices 
here, and then goes back to Philadelphia and gets statements 
put into the papers that there . is a great big lawsuit going on 
down in Washington, that a man has been on the stand two weeks, 
and then he goes up to Philadelphia and humbugs people--

Mr. O'NEILL of Pennsylvania. What are you talking about 
Philadelphia for in connection with this matter? Philadelphia 
has said nothing. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I know. Philadelphia is modest in this 
business considering how it has been treated. There was a man 
named Walker who owned a part of this city when it was an orig­
inal division between the Government of the United States and 
the private individuals. That man's property was sold eighty 
years ago, and some three or four years ago a man goes over to 
Scotland and gets some parties there to make to him a deed for 
all this property; then he comes here and goes into court and 
buys up a whole square for $50, the square on which St. Aloysius 
Church is located. That man also objects to this bi).l, and pro­
fesses to feel aggrieved because the p~rties who ha':e owned t~is 
property for eighty years and have paid taxes upon It do not give 
up to him. So far as my information goes these are the only 
people who object tO this proposed legislation. I will state to 
my friend also that .the ~awyers of thispistrict are almost unan~­
mously in favor of It, with the exceptiOns I have stated, and It 
has also met the approval of the judges of the supreme court of 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, if I under­
stand the objects of this bill aright, I am in hearty· sympathy 
with them. Undoubtedly the land titles in this District are very 
much in the condition which has been stated; and some remedial 
legislation should be had. The bill before us proposes in that 
line two distinct proceedings in court. One (to state the last 
first) is a proceeding for perpetuating on record the facts as to 
heirship. As to that proceeding, it S9ems to me the provisions 
of the bill are carefully and wisely drawn, requiring perhaps only 
a little change in the detail as to the summoning of absent parties 
into court. The other proceeding is for the purpose of quieting 
title as against adverse claimants; and this is a proceeding which 
the courts of this District, as I believe, ought to be alithorized to 
take. Such a proceeding should be possible in this District; and 
with -this provision, with some change in detail also, I am in 
hearty sympathy. 

But leading up to this proceeding are several sections which' 
seem to me to be vicious in principle. In providing t.his pro­
ceed~ng to quiet title, the bill, instead of remitting parties with 
their rights and liabilities, as they now exist, to the courts, pro­
poses a number of changes in existing law, a number of provi­
sions which will undoubtedly change existing rights of the parties 
who may join in such a proceeding. I ask the gentleman in 
charge of this bill why it is not possible for his committee to for­
mulate and bring in here a measure providing such a proceeding 

-for quieting title in the courts that all parties claiming any in­
terest whatever shall go in there with the rights they now have 
and submit those rights to the adjudication of the court, or if all 
can not be found, or some refuse to go into court, then the courts 
may adjudicate upon the facts as presented? 

It seems to me that to undertake in this l~gislative body to 
change the laws miller which existing rights have accrued and 
to impose upon the courts arbitrary, cast-iron rules of construc­
tion and constraints of judgment is unjust. This is not a judicial 
butalegislative body; and when we have provided a forum, when 
we have provided the remedy, we have done aU that should be 
required of us. We should let the parties go into court with 
their existing rights, and should not undertake by legislation to 
change the legal status of any claimant. To a bill thus guarded 
I will give my vote; but believing the gentleman from Penn­
sylvania has correctly interpreted the effect of the fourth and 
fiith sections, I can not vote for this bill. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I yield .five minutes to the gentleman from 
O)lio [Mr. DoAN]. · 

Mr. DOAN. Mr. Speaker, I may be tosomeextentpersonally 
interested in the effect which this bill may have on property in 
the District of Columbia; at least a number of my constituents 
may be interested in that regard. We have in my district a large 
family by thenameof Roach. Theirgrandfather,whowasaRev­
olutionary soldier, owned in his lifetime real estate in this District 
covering what are now sixty squares. Within the last two years­
not exceeding tw~, perhaps-the Roaches of the third generation 
(some of them) have ascertained thattheyhaveaninterestin this 
land. And I wish to say that according to information I have 
received there are at least sixty squares in this District as to 
which there is no legal title in the parties who are now holding 
it or claiming to hold it by deed only about ten years old. 
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Gen. Denver, who, as !believe, is well known toth~ Speaker and 
oim.ers, represents some of these Roach heirs; they are scattered 
over the country; many of them are minors, and there has been 
difficulty in ascertaining their residences. Now, by this bill it · 
is proposed, as I understand, that those persons who thus hold 
deeds not exceeding the age of ten years shall be enabled to put 
those minor heirs at a disadvantage in consequence of theh· mi­
nority. 

Under these circumstances parties having a paper title not 
more than ten years old will be enabled to take advantage of these 
persons who are at present under legal difficulty. 

I wish to make an additional statement for the benefit of gen­
tlemen who are to vote upon this bill. It is stated as a fact-I 
know not whether it is true or not-that covering these sixty 
squares which, as the gentleman preceding me has said~ were a 
few years ago entirely worthless, there are fraudulent deeds, 
deeds from parties purporting to own this land, but who never 
had any interest in it in any shape or forD).. Under this bill all 
that is necessary in such a case as this is, for instance, whether 
he has any title or not, to make a deed to B, and B can go into 
court and get a decree that will cut out these honest heirs of a 
Revolutionary grandfather, notwithstanding they were not ap­
prised of the iriterest they had in the land. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Will the gentleman let me read himafew 
words at the beginning of section 4? 

That possession of land in said District heretofore or hereaft-er obtained 
without fraud or collusion. 

Now, how can any man put a deed on record, under the cir­
cumstances supposed by the gentleman from Ohiorwithout being 
guilty of fraud? 

Mr. DALZELL. It might be done ignorantly. 
Mr. DO AN. The provision tow hich the gentleman from South 

Carolina refers could, as I understand, be overcome in this way: 
A, who claims to have a title, may know that he has not; but he 
may sell to B, who buys honestly and conscientiously; and then 
B may sell to C in good faith. Now, howar~you going_to rea~h 
Band C under such a provision as the gentleman has read? 

Now, what I want to say in conclusion is this: Why is it that 
there is a necessity in all this broad land of forty-four States to 
enact a law in contravention of what is believed to have been 
honest, conscientious, and proper legislation on this subject in 
all of the States? In the State of Ohio, which is certainly a ~air 
average State, a man before he can steal another man's farm is 
compelled to have been in open, notorious adverse possession for 
twenty-one years. Why now come in here and enact a bill into 
law that will steal from the actual ownera the land which belongs 
to them under such a provision as this? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, it is hardly fair to use such 
strong expressions as the gentleman has used, I do not believe 
if the gentleman knew the gentlemen who are ad 1ocating this or 
the committee which has reported it that he would suppose it 
wa3 a measure providing a means to enable anybody to steal any­
thing. 

Mr. DOAN. I mean a judicial steal. 
:Mr. HEMPHILL. It could not be done judicially or other­

wise under this bill. 
But, Mr. Speaker, it is evident that many of the gentlemen of 

this House are not informed upon this measure or its importance. 
I admit that upon a cursory examination there maybe found ob­
jections which se~m to lie upon its face. I am satisfied, however, 
that no man who will honestly investigate for himself the condi­
tionof the land laws of this District but will be satisfied that this 
Congress is under a solemn oblig ation to do something to remedy 
them. 

Mr. BUCHANAN of New J ersey. What is the objection to 
the course I have suggested? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I was just going to say that inasmuch as 
there is considerable opposition to the . bill, and the evening is 
getting on, I will ask permission of the House to continue the 
bill until next :pistrict day, so that it may be thoroughly exam­
ined in the mean time, and if amendments are necessary it is of 
course in the province of the House to adopt them. But I trust 
the House will give it a fair examination, for it is entitled to it, 
and that we will be enabled by some such proposition to do some­
thing for the landholders of this District in order to settle these 
questions which hav_e become so burdensome and complicated. 

I ask therefore to let this bill ge over informally until the next 
District day. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? · 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

MARYLAND AND WASHINGTON RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Speaker, I ask now to call up the bill 
(H. R. 4667) to incorporate the Maryland and Washington Rail­
way Company. This is a line which goes entirely outside of the 
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city and enables some Maryland railway company, already char­
tered, to get access to the District of Columbia. I yield to 1he 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HEARD], who will explain the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 

.America in Congress assembled, That Abram P. Fardon, J. Henry Small, jr., 
Wr~ht Rives, Redford W. Walker, Louis D. Wine, John 0. Johnson, Charles 
A. vvells, Joseph A. Blundon, A. 0. Bliss, Edwin A. Newman, Van H. Man­
ning, Wallace A. Bartlett, Ellis Speare, Benjamin D. Stephen, D. M. Nesbit. 
P. A. Scaggs, Francis H. Smith, W. Clarence Duvall, Filmore Beall, and 
their associates, successors, and assigns, are hereby created a body corpo­
rate by the name, style, and title of the •· Maryland and Washington Rail­
way Company,'' and by that name shall have perpetual succession, and shall 
be able to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded. defend and be defended, 
in all courts of law and equity within the United States, and may make and 
have a common seal. And said corporation is hereby authorized to con­
struct and lay down a single o~double track railway, and if it should con­
struct and lay down a single-track railway with the right subsequently to 
change the same to a. double-track railway, as may be approved by the Com­
missioners of the District of Columbia, Wlth the necessary switches, turn­
outs; and other mechanical devices, through and along the following routes, 
to wit: Beginning at the point where Rhode Island avenue, of the city of 
Washington. if extended in its present course, would intersect Fourth street 
northeast, as extended due north, and running thence with and along said 
Rhode Island avenue as thus extended, or adjacent thereto, to a point at or 
near the point of intersection of said Rhode Island avenue with the north­
east boundary line of the District of Columbia; also beginning at the point 
of intersection of said Rhode Island avenue extended as aforesaid with Four­
teenth street northeast, of the city of Washington, extended due north, and 
running thence in a northerly direction with said Fourteenth street extended 
through the subdivision known as '' Brookland," and1 from said subdivision 
in a northeasterly direction over a route to be approved by the Commission­

.ers of the District of Columbia to a point at or near th~ intersection of the 
northeast boundary line of the District of Columbia wit.h the Queen'sChapel 
road: Provided. That all of the routes herein mentioned shall be subject to 
the approval oi" the Commissioners of the District of Columbia: Provided 
fu1·ther, That whenever the lines of the said company shall cross any steam 
railway they shall cross by an overhead bridge or beneath the tracks of said 
railway, as may be approved by the Commissioners of the District of Co­
lumbia. 

SEc. 2. That said company may run public carriages propelled by cable, 
electric, or other mechanical power, subject to the approval of the said Com­
missioners, but nothing in this act shall allow the use of steam power in loco­
motives: Provided further, That for the purpose of making a con~uous 
connection the said company shall have the right to cross all streets, ave­
nues, and highways that may be deemed necessary for the purpose. 

SEC. 3. That said company shall receive a rate of fare not exceeding 5 
cents per passenger for any continuous ride over its line within the District 
of Columbia; and the said company may make arrangements with all exist­
ing railway companies in the District of Columbia for the interchange of 
tickets in payment offa.re on its road: Provided, That six tickets shall be sold 
for 25 cents within the District limits. . 

SEc. 4. That said company shall. on or before the 15th of January of each 
year. make a report to Congress, through the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia, of the names of all the stockholders therein, and the amount of 
stock held by each, together with a detailed statement of the receipts and 
expenditures, from whatever source and on whatever account, for the pre­
ceding year ending December31, and such other facts as may be required by 
any general law of the District of Columbia, which report shall be verified 
by affidavit of the president and secretary of said company, and, if said re­
port is not made at the time specified, or within ten days thereafter.. such 
failure shall of itself operate as a forfeiture of this charter, and it shall be 
the duty of the Commissioners to cause ro be instituted proper judicial pro­
ceedings theref<*; a.nd said company shall pay to the District of Columbia, 
in lieu of personal taxes upon personal property, including cars and motive 
power, each year, 4 per cent of its gross earnings, which amount shall be pay­
able to the collector of taxes, at the times and in the manner that other taxes 
are now due and payable, and subject to the same penalties on arrears; and the 
franchise and property of said company, both real and personal, to a suffi­
cient amount may be seized and sold in satisfaction thereof, as now provided 
by law for the sale of othe:::.-property for taxes; and said 4 percent of its gross 
earnings shall be in lieu of all other assessments of 11ersonal taxes upon its 
property used solely and exclusively in the operation and management of 
said rail way. Its real estate shall be taxed as other real estate in the District: 
Pro'llided, That its tracks shall not be taxed as real estate. _ 

SEO. 5. That the said railway shall be constructed of good materials, and 
in a. substantial and durable manner, with the rails of the most approved 
pattern, to be approved by the Commissioners of the said District, laid upon 
an even surface with the pavement of the street, and the gauge to corre­
st>ond with that of other city railways. 

SEC. 6. That the said corporation hereby created shall be bound to keep said 
tracks, and for the space of two feet beyond the outer rails thereof, and also 
the space between the tracks, at all times in as good order as the streets 
and highways through which it passes, wherever ft shall run over streets, 
avenues, and highways, subject to the approval of the said Commissioners, 
without expense to the United States or the District of Columbia. 

SEC. 7. That nothing in this act shall prevent the District of Columbia at 
any time, at its option, from altering the grade or otherwise improving all 
avenues an.d streets and highways occupied by said road, or from so altering 
and improving such streets and avenues and highways, and the sewerage 
thereof1 as may be under its authority and control; and in such event it shall 
be the auty of said company to change its railroad so as to conform to such 
grade as may .have been thus established. 

SEC. 8. That it shall be laWful for said corporation, its successors or as­
signs, to make all needful and convenient trenches and excavations in any 
of said streets or places where said corporation may have the right to con­
struct and operate its road, and place in such trenches and excavations all 
needful and convenient devices and machinery for operating said railroad in 
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with any sewer, gas, or water pipes, or any subways or conduits, or any pub­
lic work of the kind which has been ordered by the Commissioners, then the 
expense necessary to change such underground constructions shall be borne 
by the said railway company. 

SEc. 9. That it shall also be lawful for said corporation. its successors or 
assigns, to erect and maintain, at such convenient and suitable points along 
its lines as may seem most desirable to the board of directors of the said 
corporation, and subject to the approval or the said~~ommissioners, an en­
gine house or houses, boiler house, and other build=gs necessary for the 
suMess!ul operation o! a cable motor, electric, pneumatic, or other railroad. 

SEc. 10. That it shall not be lawful for said corporation, its successors or 
assigns, to propel its cars over said railroad, or any part thereof, at a rate of 

speed exceeding that which may be fixed from time to time by the said Com­
missioners, and for each violation of this provision said grantees, their suc­
cessors or assigns, as the case may be, shall be subject to a penalty of $50, to 
be recovered in any court of compeoont jurisdiction at the suit of the Com­
missioners of the District aforesaid. 

SEc. 11. That the main line of said railway company, from the point of be­
ginning herein named to a point at or near the intersection of Rhode Island 
avenue extended and the northeast boundary of the District of Columbia, 
shall be commenced within six months and completed within twenty-four 
months !rom the passage of this act. 

SEC. 12. That the said company is hereby authorized to Issue its capital 
stock to an amount not to exceed 10 per cent over the cost of construction, 
equipment, and purchase of right of way and ground necessary for its proper 
working. and not to exceed in all the sum of $200.000. Said company shall 
require the subscribers to the capital stock to pay in cash to the treasure1· 
appointed by the corporators the amounts severally subscribed by them, as 
follows, viz.: Five per cent at the time of ,subscribing and the balance of such 
subscription to be paid at such times and in suoh amounts as the board of 
directors may require; and no subscription shall be deemed valid unless the 
5 per cent thereof shall be paid at the time of subscribing as hereinbefore 
provided, and -no assessment exceeding 10 per cent to be made at any one 
time; and if any stockholder shall refuse or neglect to pay any installment 
as aforesaid, or as required by the resolution of the board of directors, after 
reasonable notice of the same, the said board of directors may sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder so many shares of his stock as shall pay said in­
stallments, and the person who otrers to purchase the least number of shares 
for the assessment due shall be taken to the highest bidder, and such sale 
shall be conducted under such general regulations as may be adopted in the 
by-laws of said company; but no stock shall be sold tor less than the total 
assessments due and payable, or said corporation may sue and collect the 
same from any delinquent subscriber in any court of competent jurisdic­
tion. 

SEC. 13. That within thirty days after the passage of this act the corpo­
rators named in the first section, their associates, successors, or assigns, o.r 
a majority of them, or, if any refuse or neglect to act, then a majority o! the 
remainder, shall meet at some convenient and accessible place in the Dis­
trict of Columbia for the organization o! said company, and for the receiving 
subscriptio~ to the capital stock of the company_: Provided, That every sub­
scriber shall pay, at the time of subscribing, 5 per cent of the amount by him ..._ 
subscribed to the treasurer ay_Pointed by the corporators, or his subscription 
shall be null and void: Promded further, That nothing shall be received in 
payment of the 5 per cent at the time of subscribing except lawful money, m· 
certified checks from any established bank. And when the books of sub­
scription to the capital stock of said company shall be closed the corporators 
named in the first section, their associates, successors, or assigns, or a ma­
jority of them, and in case any of them refuse or neglect to act, then a ma­
jority of the remainder, shall, within twenty days thereafter, call the first 
meeting of the stockholders of said company to meet within ten days there­
after for the choice of directors, of which pubUc notice shall be given for five 
days in two daily newspapers published in the city of Washington, and by 
written personal notice to be ml.\iled to the address of each stockholder by 
the clerk of the corporation; and 1n all meetings of the stockholders each 
share shall entitle the nolder to one vote, to be given in person or by proxy: 
Provided, That it shall be unlawful for the company hereby incorporated to 
consolidate with any other railroad company now in existence, or which 
may herea.f~r be chartered, and any such consolidation shall of itself oper­
ate as a. forfeiture of this charter. 

SEc. 14. That the said company shall place first-class cars on said railway, 
with all modern improvements for the convenience and comfort of pas en­
gers, and shall run cars thereon as often as the public convenience may re­
quire, the time-table or schedule of time to be approved by the said Commis­
sioners of the District of Columbia. 

SEa. 15. That the company shall buy, lease, or construct Ruch passenger 
rooms, ticket offices, workshops, depots, lands, and buildings as they may 
deem necessary, at such points on its line as may be approved by the said 
Commissioners. 

SEc. 16. That all articles of value that may be inadvertently left in any of 
the cars or other vehicles of the said company shall be taken to its principal 
depot and en-tered in a book of record of unclaimed goods, which book shall 
be open to the inspection of the public at all reasonable hours of business. 

SEc. 17. That the government and direction of affairs of the company shall 
be vested in a board of directors, nine in number, who shall be stockholders 
of record, and who shall hold their ·omce for one year, and until others are 
duly elected and qualified to take their places as directors; and the caid di­
rectors (a. majority of whom shall be a quorum) shall elect one of their num­
ber to be president of the board, who shall also be president of the company, 
and they shall also choose a vice-president, a secretary, and trea.surerl who 
shall give bond with surety to said compa.l\l in such sum as the said airec­
tors may require for the faithful discharge of his trust. In the case of a. va­
cancy in the board of directors by the death, resignation, or otherwise,-of 
any direct-or, the vacancy occasioned thereby shall be fiUed by the remain-
in~ directors. . 

SEc. 18. That the-directors shall have the power to make and prescribe such 
by-laws, rules, and regulations as they shall deem needful :md proper wuch­
ing the disposition and managemeii t of the stock, property, estate, and effects 
of the company, not contrary to the charter or to the laws of the United 
States and the ordinances of the District of Columbia. 

SEc. 19. That there shall be at least an annual meeting of the stockholders 
for choice of directors, to be holden at such time and place, under such con­
ditions, and upon such notice as the said company in their by-laws may pre­
scribe, and said directors shaH annually make a report in writing of then· 
doings to the stockholders. 

SEC. 20. That the said company shall have at all times the free and unin­
terrupted use of the roadway, and if any person or persons shall willfully, 
mischievously, and unnecessarily obstruct or impede the passage of cars of 
said rail way company with a vehicle or vehicles, or otherwise, or in any man­
ner molest or inoorfere with passengers or operatives while in transit, or 
destroy or injure the cars of said railway, or depots, stations, or other prop­
erty belonging to said railway company, the person or persons so offending 
shall forfeit and pay for each such otrense not less than twenty-five nor more 
than one hundred dollars to said company, to be recovered as other fines and 
penalties in said District, and shall remain liable, in addition to said penalty, 
for any loss or damage occasioned by his or her or their act as aforesaid; but 
no suit shall be brought unless commenced within sixty days after sueh of­
fense shall have been committed .. 

SEC. 21. That the said Maryland and Washington Railway Company shall 
have the right of way across such other railways as are now in operation 
within the limits of the lines granted by this act, and is hereby authorized to 
construct its said road across such other railways: Provided, That it shall 
nbt interrupt the travel of such other railways in such construction. 

SEc. 22. That no person shall be prohibited the right to travel on any part 
of said road or ejected from the cars by the company's employ~ for any 
other cause than that o! being drunk, disorderly, unclean. or contagiously 
diseased, or refusiug to pay he legal fare exacted, or to comply with the 
lawful general regulations of he company. · 
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SEc. 23. That this act may at a.ny time td b~ altered, amended, or repealed 

by the Congress of the United States. 
SEc. 24. That in the event that the com-pany should not be able to come to 

an agreement with the owner or owners of any land through which the 
said road may be located to pass. proceedings for the condemnation for the 
use of the comP.any of so much of said land as may be required. not exceed­
ing 50 feet in Wldth, with necessary slopes, and 130 feet in width in theltne of 
Rhode Island avenue extended. may be instituted in the usual way in the 
supreme court of the District of Columbia, under such rules and regulations 
as said court may prescribe for such purposes. 

The committee recommend the adoption of the following arilend­
ments: 

In section 1J line 29, IJtrike out all after the word "Columbia" do'Wll to the 
word "Proviaecl " in line 89. ' 

In section 2,ulle 7, strike out" deemed;" in line 4, section 4, strike out the 
word 11 a.nd," and in line 5, after the word ''each," add "and the amount paid 
thereon." 

In section 5hline 3, after the word 11 pattern," insert "all," and -add, after 
the word "ra ways," tn th=· th line, "wherever more . than one of the 
tracks of said railroad com- y shall be constructed on any of the public 
highways in the District of lumbia, the width of the space between the two 
tracks shall not exceed 4 feet." 

In the sixth section, strike out the word 11 as" where it first occurs; in line 
4, insert "such," and strike out, after the word "order," down to and includ­
ing the word "passes," in the ftfth line, and insert " a.s the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia may require." 

In line 9 of section 12, strike out "five" and insert "ten." Also, in line 12, 
the same amendment; and in line 15, after the word "time," add "but at 
least 50 per cent of the entire stock subscribed shall be paid within six months 
from the da.t~ of subscription, and the whole amount shall be paid within 
two years from said date." 

In section 13, strike out the word "ftve," in line 9, and also in line 12, and 
insert "ten," so that it will read "ten per centum;" and add to this section: 
"And it shall be unlawful for the franchise hereby granted to be sold or 
transferred to any individual or corporation before the road shall have been 
constructed a.nd equipped for business_" 

In line 2 of section 20,. strike out "the" a.nd insert "its," and add to section 
24: 11 Prov.iaecl, That the extension of Rhode Island avenue herein authorized, 
whether acquired by condemnation or otherwise, shall be dedicated to the 
public use in the same manner and subject to the same regulations and con­
trol that apply to other streets and avent:.es.in the Disurict of Columbia occu­
pied by street railways." 

Mr. HEARD. The amendments which were suggested by the 
District Commissioners as well as those proposed by the commit­
tee are all printed in italics in the bill and have been read as a 
part of it. I move, therefore, that the amendments be voted, for 
in gross. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent that 
the .amendments be considered togetQ.er. Is there objection? 

There being no objection, the amendments were considered, 
and adopted. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE of Kentucky. I would like to ask the 
gentleman in charge of the bill whether there is any provision 
requiring, in case they shall adopt the electric system on this 
road, that the wires shall be placed under ground. 

Mr. HEARD. There is not, for the reason that this line is en­
tirely outside ,of the city limits, being designed simply to make 
connection in· the District of Columbia with a road already char­
tered under the laws of Maryland outside of the District and 
which is seeking to get into the District, but not into th.e city 
proper. The terminus of the road is Rhode Island avenue and 
Fourth street east extended and outside of the city limits. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE of Kentucky. But these streets are 
being rapidly extended in that direction, and the city limits will 
probably reach that point in time. 

Mr. HEARD. I would ask my friend from Maryland, whose 
district is interested in the bill, to state what the road is. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE of Kentucky. The reason I ask the 
question is that most of the bills proposing to charter railway 
companies here have required that in case of the use of electric 
wires they shall be placed underground. 

Mr. HEARD- That is where the lines are in the city limits. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE of Kentucky. Now, this doe~ not do it. 

Personallyr I am in favor of having the wires overhead both in 
the city and out of the city. I believe that the subway wire sys­
tem is a mistake, but I notice that in the permission given to 
other new companies and to companies now in existence to con­
struct electric lines the condition is affixed that the wires shall 
be put underground, and if we are going to make a rule let us 
make it not only for the city but for that part of the District that 
now lies without the city, but which will soon become a part of 
the city practically. . 

Mr. COMPTON. Mr. Speaker, the scope and purpose of this 
bill are simply to allow a Maryland corporation, now in exist­
ence ·under the laws of that State, to make a connection with the 
road which is proposed to be bull t there to the City of Washing-

, ton and its railways reaching into that part of the city. This 
road does not run more than a mile within the limits of the Dis­
trict, and does ·not touch the city itself. The purpose of it is that 
these gentlemen, who are incorporated under the laws of the 
Sta.te of Maryland, are seeking to make facilities for transporta­
tion from the villages along the route of this road to the City of 
Washington. They come now to the line of the District of Co­
lumbia, and in order to enable them to get within the District 
they have asked for the passage of this bill. The bill has not the 

provision in it which the gentleman from.Kentucky [Mr. BRECK­
INRIDGE] suggests, but he will please bear in mind that that por­
tion of the District of Columbia outside of the city limits which 
is affected by this bill is absolutely in the country to-day. 

Mr. HEARD. That is not required as to any road outside of 
the city. 

Mr. COMPTON. I do not' believe, as suggested by my friend 
[Mr_ HEARD], that this has been required of any company out­
side of the city. Therefore there can be no justice in requiring 
it of this corporatj.on. Now, in so far as the provisions of the bill 
are concerned, !think it will meet the objection of the most 
technical lawyer and the strictest constructionist ·upon this floor. 
Every provision th'at can guard the rights and interests of the 
people is embodied in this bill- There can be no reasonable ob­
jection to the bill as it is prepared, with the . ame.J¥1.ment sug­
gested by the Commissioners and by the committee. 

Mr. SEERLEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer an amendment 
to section 20, in line 11. I think there is an error in the print. 

The SPEAKER. The Cler k will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend section 20, as follows: 
Strike out, in line 11. page 12, the words " said company" and insert the 

words "the District of Columbia" and insert in line 13, after the word 
"liable," the words "to the said company." -

Mr. HEARD. Mr. Speaker, I think that is a very proper 
amendment, and I accept it. I think there was an omission in 
the original bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 

third time: and being engrossed, was accordingly read the third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HEARD, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. - -

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. • 
A messagefrom the Senate, by Mr. McCooK, its Secretary, an­

nounced that the Senate had passed without amendment the bill 
(H. R. 5755) to provide for terms of the United States circuit and 
district courts at Cumberland, Md. 

It also announced that the Senate had insisted on its amend­
ments disagreed to by the House of Representatives: hadagreed 
to the conference asked by the House on the disagreeing votes 
oi the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. HALE, Mr. 
AL~ON, and Mr. COCKRELL as said conferees on the part of 
the Senate. 

It also announced that the Senate had passed joint resolution 
(S. R. 44}, authorizing the Librarian of Congress to exhibit 
certain documents at the World's Columbian Exposition; in 
which concurrence was refouested. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. OUTHW AI'!'E. Mr. Speaker, I move tha.t the House re­

solve itself into the Cm;nmittee of the Whole House op. the state 
of the Union for the purpose of considering general appropria­
tion bills.. 

Mr. BURROWS. Mr. Speaker, have all points of order been 
reserved against the Army bill? If not, I desire to reserve all 
points of o~;der. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is 'informed that all points of or­
der have been reserved. 

The motion of M.r. OUTHWAITE was agreed to. 
Accordingly the House resolved itself into the Committee of 

the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
considering g-eneral appropriation bills, with Mr. WILSON of 
West Virginia in the chrur. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the title of the pend­
ing bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (II. R. 6923) making appropriations for the support o! the Army for 

the fl.sca.l year ending June 30, 1893, a.nd for other purposes_ 
· Mr. OUTHWAITE. I askunanimousconsenttodispensewith 
the first formal reading oi the bill, as I shall have the report 
read immediately, which gives a succinct statement of the pro­
visions of the bill. Tha.t will avoid consuming considerable time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. OUTH­
WAITE] asks unanimous consent to dispense with the first formal 
reading of the bill. Is there objection? 

Mr. HOLMAN. With the understanding that the report shall 
be read, I have no objection. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE of Kentucky. I will ask the gentleman 
from Ohio if he intenas to continue the consideration of the bill 
this afternoon? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. It is just seven minutes after 4, and I in­
tend. to occupy the time until about 5 o'clock. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDG E of Kentucky. It looks as though there 
were not many of us here, and those of us who are here have been 
busily engaged all day. 

I 

• 
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- The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. OUTHWAITE]? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Doesthegentlemanintend toindulge in some 
general debate on the bill? · 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. So far as it may be desired. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Well, it-would, hardly be proper to take up 

the bill by sections this.afternoon. 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. That will depend entirely upon how much 

general debate is desired, if any. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I will say to the gentlemaa.that I think gen­

eral debate should occupy at least the remainder of the seBsion 
this evening, and that the bill shall be considered by sections 
hereafter. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I am not aware of anybody who wishes 
to speak on the bill in general debate. .If there be any, oppor­
tunity will be given. I would agree to the proposition that until 
5 o'clock be occupied py general debate, if so much is needed. 

The CHAffiMAN. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Ohio to dispense w1th the first reading of the bill? 
LAfter a pause.] The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I ask the Clerk to read the report on the 
bill, as it contains as much statement as I desire to make con­
cerning the contents. 

The report was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Military A1fairs, to which was l'eferred so much of the 

lette1· or estimates as relates to the military establishment, including appro­
priations for its support for the fiscal year entUng June 30, 1893, submits a bill 
tor that purpose and recommend.s the passage of the same. 

This bill proposes to appropriate $24,245,649.82. 
The appropriations for the same purpose for the preceding fiscal years were 

as follows: 

~~ ~ li~~~~:~~~~~~:~~~~~~~~~~~:~~~:~~~~~:~~:::::= ~~~~::~:::~: l i i § 
The estimates for 1892-'93 are $25,949,207.59. · 
This bill carries $367,879.37less than the appropriation for the year ending 

June 30, and !!,703,557.77less than the estimates :for.the coming fiscal year. 
For the pay of the Army this bill appropriates $13,291,549.82, while the law 

for the present year provides for $13,227,679.19 for the same purpose. This 

ove~any of the non bonded lines owned, controlled, or operated by the Union 
.Pacific Railway Company (including the lines of the Oregon Short Line and 
Utah Northern Railway Company), or by the Southern Pacific Company 
over lines embraced in its Pacific system." 

The object of this provision is to retain, tor the present in an unsettled ac­
count, the money earned by these companies which own bond-aided lines and 
owe large sums to the Government, which will become due within a few 
years, and which it seems such companies are making no provisions to pay, 
and will not ~e able to pay whe:q due. · 

The reductiOns or the amounts for construction and 1•epairs of hospitals 
from $75,000 to $50,000, and for construction of quarters of hospital stewards. 
from $12,000 to $7,000 were suggested by the Surgeon-General with the propo­
sition that these sums were to be used for these purposes "at military posts 
~eady established and occupied." The construction and repairs ot' hos­
pitals at established posts in the United States Army has during many years 
been provided for by general appropriation, as follows: 

Construction and repairs of hospitals: For constructions and r epairs of 
hospitals, including the extra-duty pay of enlisted men employed on the 
same, etc. . 

For construction of quarters for hospital stewards, including the extra­
duty pay of enlisted men employed on same, etc. 

The estimate upon which this appropriation is based is made by the Sur­
~eon-General in accordance with the following regulation,' he obtaining this 
Information from the medical officers: 

"1608. The Surgeon-General will furnish to the Quartermaster-General, in 
su:mcient time for the latter to consider in his annual estimates, a statement 
showing the hospital repairs which will probably be required during the en­
suing year, with the probable cost of the same." (Army Regulations, ed. 
1889.) 

The expending of this appropriation has, until within the past few years, 
been confined to the purposes for which its estimate was made, vi.z., that o1 
the necessities existing at completed or established posts which were garri· 
soned with troops. During late years Congress has, from time to time, made 
Rpecial appropriations of money for the construction of the'' necessary build­
ings," etc., at new posts, as will be seen by considering extracts from the 
several acts of Congress concerning the establishment of new posts. 

· In the construction of hospitals and hospital stewards' quarters for these 
new posts the Quartermaster-General decided that they should be paid for 
from the general appropriation. against which decision the Surgeon-General 
took isSue on the ground that he could not legally take an allotment from 
the general appropriation, because the construction of hospitals, which were 
"necessary buildings" at these posts, was authorized by a specific appro­
priation. (See sec. 3678, R. S.) The case was referred to the Second Comv­
troller of the Treasury, who,in a decision given June 11, 1889 (copy attached), 
sustained the view of the Surgeon-General. The original views of the Quar­
termaster have, however, prevailed, and the general appropriation has borne 
the following expenses of constructing hospitals and hospital stewards' quar-
ters at the new posts of Forts Logan, Thomas, and Sheridan: -

Posts. Hospitals. 
Hospital 
stewards' 
quarters. 

increase arises substantially from the natural increase under the law .of pay 
to o:mcers on the active and retired list for length of service, and by the in­
crease in number of o:mcers upon the retired list, or who will be placed 
thereon during the current year; and also by an increase of the number of 
enlisted men on the retired list. There is also an increase in the pay for the F L c 
Hospital Corps. The increase for pay of officers for length of service is ort ogan, 010 -------------------------------------­
$12,480; for retired o:mcers is !1~J099.57; !orretired enlisted men is$152,738.92, Fort Thomas, KY-------------------------------------­
and for the Hospital Corps is MU,OOO. There was a deficiency in the appro- Fort Sheridan, Ill-- ----------------- -----------------­
priation for 1891 in the last-named item of about $40,000 in the amount appro-

$20,969.30 
18,395.35 
24,169.22 

!1, 254.06 
1,199.56 
1, 200. ()(I 

priated, and the increase is made in this bill to prevent the recurrence of a 
like deficiency. . Unless the intention of Congress is clearly defined in the matter, the ap­

propriation will have to bear also the expenset'orconstructingsi.milarbuild· 
ings at the following milltary posts: The chief reductions in this part of the bill for the pay of the Army, as 

compared with the law of 1892, are for pay of o:mcers of the line, $57,000; for 
pay of enlisted men, $50,000; for length of service pay of enlisted men, $36,100; 
contract surgeons and hospital matrons, $86.317.77, and mileage to officers Hospital 
when traveling on duty without troops, $20,000. Posts. Hospitals. stewards' 

These reductions are made by the committee not with the purpose of ef- quarters. 
:fecting any reductions or the pay proper tor such items, but in the belief ~:..__------'---:--:--------------11-----l----­
that the Army will not be in the slightest embarrassed by them and that the 
pay department will be able to meet all demands. The items for mileage of 
o:mcers, when traveling without troops, 1s somewhat within the control of 
the War Department, and may readily be reduced without detriment to the 
service. '£he pay of the general staff varies little from last year's law, being 
increased slightly in some departments and reduced in others, on account of 
the increase or decrease of the aggregate service of such department. 

Two cha.nges in the present law are submitted in this branch of the bill. 
The first ls to reduce the expenses for certain o:mcials of the Army only. The 
second, and more important, has in view to provide for the more frequent 
payment of enlisted men and to reduce the cost of the Pay Department. 
The report of the Secretary of War contains the following upon the subject: 

"The law now provides that no appointments otpaymasters shall be made 
until the number of majors shall have been reduced below twenty-nine. 

. Without casualties or retirements for disability, the corps will be reduced 
below the number authorized, and there will be a vacancy in the place of an 
o:mcer retired for age in September next. Already applications are being 
1·eceivej for appointment in this corps in anticipation of early vacancies 

"In view of the great number of posts that have been abandoned in the 
last three years, and the probability that others will be in the immediate 
future, and that these posts are, as a rule, the remote ones, requiring the 
most travel and time to reach, the corps might be still further reduced with­
out injury to the service. Besides this, most of the posts and arsenals are 
located in or near towns, and the force at some of them is so small that pay­
ments can be made by checks sent by mail or by money sent by exP.ress, at a 
decided saving of time and expense. 

• • To send a paymaster and clerk 100 or 200 miles to pay 50, and in several 
cases le§s than 25 men, requiring from 1,500 to over 2,000 miles' travel annu­
ally, for each post, seems an antiquated and unbusiness-like method, and I 
have recently directed that payments at several points be made in the man­
ner above indicated. The corps can be safely reduced to 25 majors, or even 
less, if the Secretlary of War be authorizeQ. to assign o:mcers of other arms 
of the service, at remote posts occupied by small garrisons, as acting assist­
ant paymasters in addition to their other duties." 

There is a reduction in the sum appropriated for the subsistence of the 
Army of $45,000, in which the Commissary-General concurs. 

In the Quartermaster's Department the first reduction is in the appropria­
tion for regular supplies, the amount of which is $53,000 below the estimates 
and $78,000 below the law of 1892. The second l'eduction is an incid..ental ex­
pense of $50,000, and the third is for the purchase of horses of $15,000. All of 
theE:e can be made without injury to the service and leave su.fficient amounts 
to the credit of each or these 1und.s. To the first, $2,600,000; to the second, 
[625,000; and to the third, $135,000. 

For army transportation the bill provides $2,660,000, and that item is sup­
plemented in the bill with the following new legislation: 

" That hereafter no money appropriated for army transportation shall be 
used in payment of the transportation of troops and supplies of the Army 

Fort Brady ______ ------ _______________ ________________ _ 
Fort Yellowstone ______________ ---------- _____________ _ 
Fort Bliss ______ ---- _______ • ___________________________ _ 
Fort Omaha .. ---------------- __ ------------ ___________ _ 
Plattsburg Ban·acks __ ---- __ ---------------- ____ : ____ _ 

$15,000 
5,000 

25 000 
25:000 
25,060 

$800 
800 

1,200 
1,200 
1,200 

The committee have therefore introduced the words in the bill so as ta 
clearly define the intention of Congress to-include hospitals among the nee· 
es!fary buildings to be erected out of the specific appropriations made in tho 
case of each new fort as the work progresses and out of thats:pecific fund. 

An increase of $25,000 is made for clothing, camp, and garnson equipage 
for this reason. that under the recent appropriations delays have occurred 
in supplying the necessary clothing. There is a necessity for purchasing a 
greater working stock of materials and clothing to enable the Department to 
more promptly meet the wants ol the Army and the militia of the States and 
Territories. 

A change in the law restricting the manner of purchasing medicines and 
medical supplies is adopted in the bill in accordance with a letter from th6 
Secretary of War, transmitting one from the Surgeon-General recommend­
ing such an amendment, which letters are appended to this report. 
· The appropriation for the Engineer Department is increased something 
above the average of the past four years, but this is necessary because of the 
destruction by fire of the great-er part of the supply of pontoon bridge mate­
rials at Willetts Point. 

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 

The Ordnance Department is provided for substantially as for the cm'l·ent 
year, except that but$130,000 is given in this bill for the manufacture of me­
tallic ammunition for small arms and ammunition for reloading cartridges 
and tools for the same, etc., as against $150,000 for the same purposes in this 
current year. The committee is advised that there is a considerable supply of 
those materials on hand already, and believe it might be well not to go on 
manufacturing to be put in store while the progress of invention in this di­
rection is such that the small arms may soon become wholly or partially ob­
solete. 

For the recruiting service an appropriation of $130,000 is recommended, the 
same amount as is in t.he act for the current year. A larger sum was esti­
mated, upon the theory that' the Army is to be recruited to the full author­
ized strength of 25,000 enlisted men. This will hardly prove to be the case, 
and the amount of $130,000 for that purpose is deemed to be su:mcient by the 
committee. 

While such reductions have been made as would bring the appropriations 
within the lowest amount compatible with the best interests of the military 
establishment., they still are sumcient to avoid the necessity for a deficiency 
and to enable the serli.ce to show its usual progress in emcien cy. 
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[House Ex. Doc. No. 99, Fifty-second Congress, first session.] 
W .AR DEPARTMENT, Washington, January 22,1892. 

Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter from the Surgeon-Gen­
ei~l of the Army, dated the 19th instant, recommending an amendment to 

_ the bill making appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1893, so as to provide that so much of section 3709 of the 
Revised Statutes as requires advertisement before purchase shall not apply 
to the purchase of medical and hospital supplies. 

Very respectfully, _s. B. ELKINS, Secretar y of War. 
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, SURGEON-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, Januar y 19, 1892. 

Sm: I have the honor to recommend that the following be laid before the 
SJ.Jeaker of the House of Representatives: 

Section 3709 of the Revised Statutes provides that "All purchases and con­
tracts for supplies or service in any of the Departments of the Government 
* * * shall be made by advertising a sufficient time previously for pro­
posals respecting the same." 

In compliance with this law, the medical and hospital supplies required 
tor the use of the Army are so obtained, mvolving, as a rule, a delay or frdm 
three to five months. and sometimes longer, from the date of advertising 
untll all the formalities have been complied with and t he articles delivered, 
accepted, and paid for. 

Section 3721, Revised Statutes, is as follows: 
"The provisions which reauire that supplies shall be purchased by the 

Secretary of the Navy from the lowest bidder, after advertisement, shall not 
apply to • * * medicines. " 

I am satisfied that it will be in the interest of the public service. and there 
fore recommend that in the bill making appropriation for the Army, it.em­
" Medical and Hospital Department, " for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1893, 
which is now before Congress, a similar provision be incorporated, so that 
the aforsald item of" the appropriation will read as follows; the words in 
italics being those submitted in this letter: 

"Purchase of medical and hospital supplies, including disinfectants for 
general post sanitation; expenses of medical pur.-eying depots, pay of em­
ploy6s, medical care and treatment of omcers and enlisted men of the 
Army and Signal Corps on duty at posts and stations for which no other pro­
vision is made; for the proper care and treatment of cases in the Army suf­
fering from contagious or epidemic diseases, and the supply of the Army 
and Navy General Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark.; advertismg and other mis­
cellaneous expenses of the Medical Department; the amount to be expended 
for pay of civilian employ~s not to exceed $45,000: Provided, That so much of 
sectwn 9709, Revised Statutes, as t•equires advertisement before purc/tase shall not 
apply to the purchase of medical and hospital supplies. 

- The proposed amendment does not involve any expense (in fact, will save 
it), but simply places the Medical Department of the Army upon the same 
footing, a.s regards the purchase of its supplie::s, as the Medical Department 
of the Navy. The excellent system of expert chemical examination in this 
omce of medical supplies fully protects the Government from the acceptance 
of articles that are not of the best quality. 

Very respectfully, 

The SECRETARY OF WAR. 

C. SUTHERLAND, 
Surgeon-General, United States .At•my. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, SECOND COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 
Washington, JJ. C., June 11, 1889. 

CONSTRUCTION OF A HOSPITAL AT THE MILITARY POST NEAR NEWPORT, KY. 

By the act of March 3, 1887 (2! Stats., 555) , the sum of $100,000 was appropri­
ated for the "erection of necessary and suitable buildings " at a military post 
nea.r Newport, Ky. , and by the act or March 2, 1889, the additional sum of $1:0,­
ooo·was appropriated "tor completion of construction of buildings at this 
post. " 

The estimates of the War Department for said buildin~s include the con­
struction of a hospitaL In the annual Army bills there lS always inserted 
a general provision for " construction and. repairs of hospit~ls." (See 23 
St.ats., 111 ; 24 Stats .. 98; 25 Stats., 486.) 

Under section 36i8, Revised Statutes, which provides that "all sums ap­
propriated for the various branches of expenditures in the public service 
shall be applied solely to the objects for which they are respectively made, 
and for no others," the question arises, fl•om which appropriation must the 
cost of said hospital at Newport Barracks be paid? Congress has limited the 
cost of the " necessary buildings" at this post to $150,000, and if a hospital is 
one of the "necessary buildings" of a military post, as are the barracks, 
quarters, and storehouses, there eai1 be no question but that its cost must be 
borne by the specific appropriation of $150,000; otherwise it is useless for Con­
gress to limit the cost of the buildings at any post, and the whole logic of 
specific appropriations falls to the ground. It has been repeatedly held by 
this office that when a specific appropriation is available no other appropri­
ation (which otherwise might be construed to authoriz.e an expenditure in 
general t.erms) can be drawn upon. 

The necessary buildings at Newport Barracks, Ky., are to be constructed 
at a cost of not moreo than $150,000. The question, therefore, resolves itself 
into the determination of what are the "necessary buildings" at a military 
post. By reference to Army Regulations, !881, paragraph 1824, it will be ob­
served that under this head are included the permanent bui!dings for the use 
of the Army as barracks, quarters, hospitals, storehouses, omces, and stables. 
If I am correct, therefore (and the Army Regulations seem to bear me out), 
in including a hospital among the "necessary buildings" at a military post, 
I am unable to justify an expenditure from any appropriation other than the 
two specific appropriations above named-$100,000 and $50,000. If expendi­
ture from any other appropriation were allowed, it would be manifestly ab­
surd and useless for Congress to place any limitations upon the amount of 
money to be expended in connection with any specific object, or, in other 
words, the practice of making specific appropriations fails of it·s purpose, and 
might as well be discontinued. 

B. F. GILKESON, Comptt•oller. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Mr. Chairman, no member of the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs desires to discuss the bill in general 
debate, and unless some member of the Committee of the Whole 
desires to discuss itl I will ask that we proceed to the reading of 

•the bill by paragraphs. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will proceed with the reading 

of the bill by paragraphs, as no gentleman seeks the floor. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
RETmED OFFICERS. 

For pay of omcers on the retired list, and for omcers who may be placed 
thereon during the current year, $1,122,491.35. 

For additional pay to such omcers for length of service, to be paid with 
t heir current monthly pay, 3334,111.90. 

Mr. BRETZ. I would like to ask the gentleman in charge of 
the bill what is meant by the paragraph, beginning with line 22, 
"for additional pay to such officers"? What entitles them to 
this additional pay? I understand that they are officers retired 
upon pay, who have nothing to do. Is that true? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. This additional pay is not additional to 
the pay for length of service. .Now, this additional pay for length 
of service is a provision of law whereby the officers receive an 
increase of pay for each period of five years which they shall 
serve; and this is that additional pay provided. 

Mr. BRETZ. I did not understand. I thought that was a 
proposition paying them as retired officers an addition to the 
amount alre·ady fixed by la.w. 

Mr. OUTHW A:ITE. No; it is for length of service. 
The Clerk read as follows: · 

For one expert accountant for the Inspector-General, $2,500. 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. I ask unanimous consent to pass·over this 

part of the bill without offering an amendment that I am di:y;ect.ed 
to offer by the committee. It is simply to change from a place 
on page 23 to this place in the bill a provision for pay of a clerk. 
At the request of some members of the committee I ask permis­
sion to pass it for the present, withleavetoreturn toithereafter. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Ohio? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
SUBSISTENCE OF THE .ARMY. 

For the purchase ,of subsistence supplies for issue as rations to troops, civil 
employ~s when entitled thereto, hospital matrons, military convicts at posts, 
prisoners of war (including Indians held by the Army as prisoners, but tor 
whose subsistence appropriation is not otherwise made), estimated for the 
fiscal year on the basis of 10,103,565 rations; tor sales to omcers and enlist-ed 
men of the Army; for authorized extra issue of candles, sal~ and vinegar; for 
public animals; for issues to Indians visiting military posts and to Indians 
employed with the Army without pay, as guides and scouts; for payments 
for cooked rations for recruiting parties or recruits; for hot coffee, baked 
beans, and canned beef for troops traveling when it is impracticable to cook 
their rations; for ~ca.les, measures, weights, utensils, tools, stationary, blank 
books and forms , printing, advertising, commercial newspapers, use of tele­
phones, omce furniture; for temporary buildings, cellars, and other means 
of protecting subsistence supplies (when not provided by the Quartermaster's 
Department); for bake ovens at posts and in the field and l:'epairs thereof; 
for extra pay to enlisted men employed on extra duty in the Subsistence De­
partment for periods not less than ten dfl,ys at rates fixed by law; for com­
pensation of civilians employed in the Subsistence Department, and for other 
necessary expenses jncident to the purchase, care, preservation, issue, sale, 
and accounting for subsistence supplies for the Army; for the payment of 
the regulation allowances for commutation in lieu of rations to en11sted men 
on furlough., to ordnance sergeants on duty at ungarrisoned posts, to enlist-ed 
men stationed at places where rations in kind can not be economically issued, 
to enlisted men traveling on detached duty when it is impracticable to carry 
rations of any kind, to enlisted men selected to contest tor places or prizes in 
the department, division, and army rifle competitions while traveling to, 
from, and at places of contest; in all, $1,700,000, to be expended under the di­
rection of the Secretary of War; and not more than $110,000 thereof shall be 
applied to the payment of civilian employ6s of the Subsistence Department, 
and hereafter no enlisted man shall be entitled to receive more than one ra­
tion daily. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I desire to offer the amendment I send 
to the Clerk's desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Qnpagell, after the word "daily," inline9, add: "Provided, That sergeants 

of ordnance shall receive the same allowance of clothing as other sergeants 
in like staff departments. " 

The amendment was ag-reed to. 
Mr. HOLMAN . .Mr. Chairman, !wish to call the attention of 

the ge~tl~man from Ohio to the last provision of that paragraph, 
where 1t IS stated-

Not more than $110,000 thereof shall be applied to the payment of civilian 
employ~s of the Subsistence Department. 

I wish to inquire whether that amount can not be materially 
reduced without any injury to the service? 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. That is the amount which has been ap­
propriated for this purpose for some years past; and upon inquiry 
from the Commissary-General of Subsistence we received infor­
mation that it could not well oe reduced. He stated that this 
amount was necessary to conduct the business of that department. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Enlisted men can be employed in that serv­
ice. A number of enlisted men are assigned to clerical duties, 
and why can not a greater number be assigned? That subject 
was discussed carefully and very thoroughly two years ~go, and 
then, I think, the sentiment was quite ·general that that item 
might be materially reduced. I thinktheitemhasbeen the same 
as 'it is now for years; but it is a large sum to be paid out for this 
purpose when enlisted men are always anxious to get that kind 
of employment. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. · The enlisted men now engaged in such 
employment are rather too large a proportion of the Army. The 
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enlisted men who are used for such purposesaretakenfromtheir Mr. OUTHWAITE. Then, Mr. Chairman, I move that the 
soldier duties and thus decrease the effective force of the Army, committee do now rise. 
'becoming laborers and clerks. There are no more reasons, it The motion was agreed to. 
occurs to me, why enlisted men should be detailed for that pur- The committee accordingly rose· and the Speaker having re-
pose than for work in the War Department or for work in any of sumed the chair, Mr. WILSON of West Virginia, from the Com­
the other Departments. mittee of the Whole, reJ?Orted that they had had under consider-
. Mr. HOLMAN.' They can be detailed for work in the War ation the Army appropriation bill, and had come to no resolution 

Department. thereon. 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. I mean to do all the work that is now ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

done by the clerical force. This amount is necessary because. of M OUTHWAITE M k 
the superior clerical ability required by the men wlio purchase r. 1 

• r. Spea er, I move that the House do 
now adjourn. . 

the subsistence stores, who allot them, who keep the books show- Mr. BOATNER. I ask the gentleman to withdraw that mo-
ing to which posts they go, and how they-are distributed. They t' f t hil I k 
must be men of more clerical ability than is ordinary in enlisted wn or a momen ' w e as for the present consideration of a 

resolution. 
m~~. WHEELER of Alabama. Inreply to the gentleman from Mr. OUTHWAITE. I will withdraw it at the request of the 

gentleman from Louisiana. 
Indiana [Mr · HOLMAN], I will remind him of the fact that it used . Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
to be the custom to have men in the general service employed in present consideration ofthe resolution which I send to fue Clerk's 
the War Department, butitcame to be reg&rded as a bad system desk. 
and was abandoned. · ,The Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. HOLMAN. But there is no law against it; simply aTeg- REsoLuTioN. 
ulation of the Department. [As a. substitute fo·r H. R. 717, 783, 1.951, 1961, and uno.] · 

Mr · WHEELER of Alabama. A regulation of the Department lle8olved, That the following bills (H. R. 717, 783, 1951. 1961, and 1970) for the 
for the improvement of the service. relief I. B. Beard, estate ofT. M. Tucker, Sarah A. Powell, William Law-

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Mr. Chairman, at the request of the gen· head, administrator of John Lawhead, and Mary E. Monahan, together with 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN], I ask unanimous consent all accompanying papers, be, and the same are hereby, referred to the Court 
that the portion of the bill which relates to the Quartermaster's of Claims under the provisions of the act of Congress to provide for the bringing of suits against the Q()vern.ment of the United States, approved 
Deparment be passed over for · the present, and that the Clerk Ma.rch3. 1887. 

proceed to read from the top of page 19 of the bill. The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gen-
Mr. HOLMAN. I desire also that the matter in relation to tleman from Louisiana? 

"army transportation," on t~ fourteenth page, shaJ.l. be passed Mr. KILGORE. !would like tosuggestto the gentleman from 
over· Louisiana that to refer those cases to the Court of Claims in ac.-

Mr. OUTHWAITE. How much does the g~ntleman ask to cordance with the terms .of that resolution would afford no relief 
have passed over? to the parties. The Tucker act bears date Maroh 3, 188'7, and that 

Mr. HOLMAN. All under the head of "Quartermaster's De- act specifically provides that the court shall not have jurisdiction 
partment," and all under the head of "Army transportation." of what are known as" war claims," and this is a war claim. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Then I ask 1J.Ilanimous consent to pass The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the reque.at of the gen-
over the bill until we come to the "purchase of horses," on page tleman from Louisiana? 
14, and also to pass over the provision in regard to "army trans- Mr. KILGORE. I think I should be inclined to object, Mr. 
portation." Speaker, because this reference would not do the parties any 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let him pass over down to and including good. [Laughter.] 
"army transportation." Mr. BOATNER. I do not know, Mr. Speaker, that that ob-

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Then let the Clerk begin with" barracks jection is one which concerns anybody but the parties. [Laugh-
and quarters." ter.] , 

There was no objection. Mr. KILGORE. Well, it is just as I say. That law provides 
'l'he Clerk read as follows: that the court shall not have jurisdiction of claims of the class 
For construction-of quarters for hospital stewards at military posts al- commonly known as war. claims. Under the Tucker act the 

ready established and occupied,includingtheextra-dutypayof enlisted men House or Senate, or any committee of the House or Senate, may employed on the same, --thousand dollars: Provided, That the posts at 
whiCh such quarters shall be constructed shall be designated by the Secre· refer claims of this character under the Bowman act, and under 
ta.ry of War, and quarters shall be built by contract, after legal advertise· that act loyalty is a jurisdictional fact which must be inquired 
ment, whenever the same is practicable. in to preliminarily. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Mr. Chairman, by an omission of the The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gen-
printer the word "seven" is omitted before the word "thou- tleman from Louisiana? · 
sMd" in that paragraph, and I ask unanimous consent to insert Mr. HOLMAN. I think the report ought to be read. 
it. Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey. Regular order! 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded, which is 
The Clerk read as follows: equival~nt to an objection. . 
For manufacture of metallic ammunition for small arms and ammunition Mr ou·T.HWAITE M s ke I t' th t for reloading cartridges, and tools for the same, including the cost of targets · · r · pea r' renew my mo wn a 

and material for target practice, and marksmen's medals, and insignia for the House do now adjourn. 
all the a.rms of the service, &i130.,000. The motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly (at 4 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I am directed by the Committee on Mil- o'clock and 55 minutes p. m:) adjourned. 
itary Affairs to move to amend that paragraph by striking out 
the word" thirty," before ' thousand," in the last line, and in­
serting "fifty;" so as to make it read '-' $150,000," that being the 
amount heretofore appropriated for the manufacture of metallic 
ammunitionfor small arms, etc. This is upon the recommenda­
tion of the brigadier-general in charge of the Ordnance Depart­
ment. 

Mr. HO:r..,MAN. How much was the first estimate? 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. The estimate was $150,000, the same as it 

has been for some years past. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

For pay of a cl.erk attendant on the collection and classification of military 
information, 1,500. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent 
to pa s over that paragraph for the present. It relates to the 
clerk of whom I spoke earlier in the bill. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
The Clerk completed the reading of the remaining portions of 

the bill not passed over by consent. · · 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. Is thegEmtleman from Indiana{Mr. HoL­

MAN] preparad now to dispose of the paragraphs that have been 
passed over? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Not this evening. It is quite late, and, be­
sides, there is no quorum present. 

. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Under clause 3of Rule XIII, prh;ate bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committees of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. STONE of Kentucky, from the Committee on War 
Claims: The bills {H. R. 3381) for the relief of John A. McDaniel, 
.of Pulaski County, Ark.; (H. R. 3382} for the r elief of A. C. Kerr, 
of Patterson Bluffs, Logan. County, Ark.; (H. R. 3377) for relief 
of the estate of Charles Lobell; {H. R. 6168) for the relief of Mrs. 
Elizabeth L. Traweek, of Seba::.tian County, Ark.; (H. R. 6164) 
for the relief of James A. Mitchell, of Sebastian County, Ark.; 
(H. R. 3829) for the relief of Henry W. Long; (H. R. 3383) for the 
relief of Elvy Brewer, of Saline County, Ark., with a resolution 
that they be referred to the Court of Claims. (Report No. 657 .) 

Also, the bills (H. R. 807) for the relief of James R. Lafferay; 
(H. R. 6841) for the relief of Abner D. Lewis, of Pope County, 
Ark.; (H. R. 4306) for the relief of · William Crow, of Okolona, 
Clark County, Ark.; (H. R. 2881) tor th-a relief of Martha A. 
Lanford; (H. R. 2882) for the relief of John J. Govan; {H. R.l042) 
for the relief of the estate of Richard Higgins, late of Phillips 
County, Ark.; (H. R. 4662r for the relief of Thomas Wallace, of 
Phillips County, Ark., with a resolution that they be referred 
to the Court of Claims. (Repoet No. 658., . 

I 
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Also, the bills (H. R. 3290)1or the relief of J. W. Simmons, of 

Fayette County, Tenn.; (H. R. 3292) for the relief of Mrs. W. A. 
Scott, of Hardeman County, Tenn.; (H. R. 1839) forthe-relief of 
Martha A. Booth, administratrix; (H. R. 3289) for the relief of 
estate of George W. Reeves, deceased, late of Fayette County, 
Tenn.; (H. R. 3293) for the relief of the estate of Julius Walker, 
deceased, of Memphis, Shelby County, Tenn.; (H. R. 1850) for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Marcus Holbrook, deceased, 
of Shelby County, Tenn.; (H. R.1846)for the relief of Joseph A. 
Hill, of Fayette County, Tenn., with a -resolution that they be 
referred to the Court of Claims. (Report No. 659.) 

Also, the bills (H. R. 2957) for the relief of Joel Cross, of Dade 
County, Ga.; (H. R. 5318) for the relief of Mary A. Bell, of 
Emanuel County, Ga.; (H. R. 4490) for the relief of the trustees 
of St. Philip's Church, of Atlanta, Ga.; (H. R. 103.7) for the re­
lief of the estate of Martin Fraliex, deceased, late of Walker 
County, Ga.; (H. R. 5581) for the relief of Eli Frasuer, of Wil­
kinson County, Ga., with a xesolution that theybe referred to 
to the Court of Claims. (Report No. 660.) . 

Also, the bills (H. R. 2831) for the ' relief of W. Dallas Hay­
wood, of Raleigh, N. C.; (H. R. 6785) for the relief of Eliza. beth 
T. Fl.owers and Sarah E. Bridges, of Wayne County, N.C.; (H. 
R. 5833j for the relief of the estate of Vasti Smith, deceased, of 
Wake County, N.C.; (H. R. 4079) for the relief of John C. Mc­
Neil, Cumberland County) N.C.; (H. B. 5033) for the relief of 
Zaddock Meaders; (H. R. 5032) for the relief of E. W. Pelliteej 
(H. R. 3540) for the relief of C. G. Holt, administrator of Wiley 
Holt, deceased, of Wayne County, N.C.; (H. R. 4967) for there­
lief of H. C. Nixon, of Chowan County, N.C.; (H. R. 2.830) for 
the relief of Thomas R. Debnam, of Raleigh, N. C., with a reso­
lution that they he .referred to the Court of Claims. (Report 
No. 661.) · • . 

Also, a b:ill (H. R. 811) for the relief of James Miller, of Bour­
bon County, Ky. (Report No. 662.) 

By Mr. PAGE of Rhode Island, from the Committee 011 Claims: 
A bill (H. R. 3716) for the reli.ef orcharles T. Russell. (Report 

No. 663.) 
A bifl (H. R. 5242) for the relief of the estate of Horace Capron. 

(Report No. 664.) · 
A bill (H. B. 14.97) for the relief of Lewis McKenzie. (Report 

No. 665.) 
A bill (H. R. 2481) for the relief of the National New Haven 

Bank of the State of Connecticut. (Report No. 667.) 
A bill (H. R: 3583) for the relief of Maj. William M. Mayna­

dier, a paymaster in the United States Army. (Report No. 668.) 
By Mr. CLANCEY, from the Committee on War Claims: 
A bill (H. B. 2112) for the relief of Lewis D. Allen. (Report 

No. 669.) · . · 
A bill .H. R.l019) -for the relief of Jackson BriscoeA (Report 

No. 670.) 
A bill .H. R. 2195) for the relief of Lewis D. Allen. (Report 

Np. 671.) 
A bill (H. R. 4384) for the relief of Mary E. Simerley, with a 

resolution that it be referred to the Committee on Claims. (Re­
port No. 672.) 

By Mr. COX of New York, from the Committee on Claims: 
A bill (H. R. 4076) for the relief of the Old Dominion Steamship 

Company. (Report No. 673.) 
A bill (H. R. 4013) 'for the relief of .James E. Kelsey and oth-

ers. (Report No. 674.) · 
A bill (H. R.1036) for the benefit of Logan and Simpson Coun­

ties and of the city of Louisville, Ky., andSumnerandDavidson 
Counties, Tenn. (Report No. 615.) 

A bill (H. R. 4969) for the relief of the heirs of ~muel Milli­
ken, deceased. (Report No. 676.) 

By Mr. LOUD, from the ·Committee on Claims: A bill (H. R. 
3545) for the relief of Frank J. Burrows, late postmaster ·at Wil­
liamsport, Pa. (Report No. 677.) 

Also, a bill (S. 1216) for the relief of William R. Wheaton and 
Charles B. Chamberlain, of California. (R-eport No. 686.) 

By Mr. PEARSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
A bill (H. B. 4728) to restore Mary E. Trickey and children of 
Hartwell M. Trickey to pension rolls. (Report No. 678.) 

By Mr. WILSON of Missouri, from the Committee on Pen­
sions: 

A bill (H. B. 2397) granting a pension to Stark Frazier, 
with an amendment. (Report .No. 6'79.) 

A bill (H. R. 5365) granting a pension to Edward Thomas. 
(Report No. 680.) . 

A bill (H. R. 2.164) granting an increase of pension to Andrew 
Kramer. (Report No. 681.) 

By Mr.COBBofMissouri"from theCommitteeon WarClaims: 
A bill (H. R. 4098) for the relief of William Wolfe. (Report No. 
682. ) . . -

By Mr. WEVER, from the Committee · on Claims: A bill (E;. 

R. 4057) to provide for the adjustment -of certain accounts of 
Edwin A. Merritt. (Report .No. 683.) 

By Mr. PICKLER, from the Committee on War Claims: A 
bill (H. R. 6135) for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Thomas L. Young. (Report No. 684.) 

By Mr.PAGEof Rhodelsland,from ·the Committee on Claims: 
A bill (S. 726) for the relief.of P. B. Sinnott, late Indian agent . 
at Grande Ronde Agency, State of Oregon. (Report No. 685.) 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER, from the Committee on War Claims: 
A bill (H. R. 7771) for the relief of the Berlrs County Agricul­
tural and Horticultural Society, of Berks County, Pa. (Report 
No. 698.} · 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Under clause 24, Rule XIII, adverse reports were delivered 
to the Clerk and laid on the table, as follows: 

By Mr. PAGE of Rhode Island,irom the Committee on Claims: 
A bill (H. R. 5732) for ' the relief of William F. Wilson. (Re­
port No. 666.) 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, committee-was discharged from 

the consideration of the following bill; which was re-referred as 
follows: 

A bill (H. R. 6105) granting a pension to Thomas Williamson­
the Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS. 

Under clause 3 ·of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced, severally read twice, and 
referred .as follows: 

By Mr. CURTIS: A bill (H.R. 7196)toabolish the punishment 
of death and substitute therefor imprisonment for life-to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7197) to define the crimes of murder in the 
first and second degree and manslaughter, and providting punish­
ment thereof, and to abolish the punishment of death-to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CRAIN: A bill (H . .R. 7198) to authorize the Gull, 
Kansas and Dakota Railroad Company to construct and operate 
a railroad, telegraph, and telephone line from Bismarck, N. Dak., 
through the States and nations in the Indian Territory via San 
Antonio, Tex., to the city of Brownsville, Tex., with branches 
to Corpus Christi, Aransas Harbor, Rockport, Port Lavaca, 
Valaseo, and -Galveston, in the State of Texas, .granting to said 
railroad companies the right of way through the Indian Terri-

· tory, and for other purposes-to the Committee on Indian Af­
fairs. . 

By Mr. FELLOWS {by request): A bill (H. R. 7199) to amend 
section 766 of the Revised Statutes of the United States-to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. STACKHOUSE: A bill (H. R. "7200) to equalize the 
burdens of taxation by creating graduated income tax-to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WISE:. A bill (H. R. '7201)toamendsection ·3355m the 
Revised Statutes of the United States as amended by section 14, 
act of March 1, 1879, and section 3362 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States as amended by section 14, act ,of March 1, 1879, 
an.d of January 9, 1883-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR: A bill (H.R. 7202)fortheamen<t­
ment of section 2 of an act entitled "An act tp restrict ownership 
of real estate in the Territories to American citizens/' etc., ap­
proved March 3, 1887-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMITH of Arizona: A bill(H. R. 7203) to amend an act 
entitled "An act to establish a court of private land claims and 
to provide for the settlement of private land claims in certain 
States and Territories," approved March 3, 1891-to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. . 

Also a bill (.R.R. 7204) toprovideforthe admission of the State 
of Arizona·into the Union, and for other purposes-to the Com­
mittee on the Territories. 

By Mr. VINCENT A. TAYLOR: A bill (H.R. 7205) for there­
lief of certain officers of the volunteer army, and for other pur­
poses-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HENDERSON of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 7206) further to 
regulate immigration and prevent the importation of·aliens un- · 
dar contract to perform labor, and in am~ndment of the various 
acts pertaining thereto-to the Select Committee on Immigra-
tion and Naturalization. , 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 7207) to regulate the sale 
of distilled and fermented liqu-ors in the District of Columbia­
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HARVEY: A bill (H. R. 7208) authorizing the Secre-
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tary of the Interior to lay off in lots, blocks, parks, streets, and al­
leys certain lands in the Indian Territory, and to sell the same­
to the Committee on Indian Aft'airs. 

By Mr. COMPTON: A bill (H.R. 7209) toauthorize the desig­
. nation of lines of military operations in the vicinity of Mobile 

a.nd the waters of Mobile Bay, 1861 to 1865-to theCommitteeon 
~Military Affairs. 

By Mr. DAVIS (byrequest): A bill (H.R.7210) to requirepay­
ment of pension money to wives in certain ca-ses where male pen­
sioners and persons entitled to pensions desert or abandon their 
families, or are habitual drunkards, or for any reason fail and 
neglect to support their families-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. McRAE: A bill (H. R. 7211) to annex a portion of the 
ChocktawNation, Indian Territory, to the eastern judicial dis­
trictof Arkansas for judicial purposes-to theCommittee on the 
Territories. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 7212) to adjust the pensions 
of those who have lost limbs and have additional disabilities-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
. By Mr. BACON: A bill (H. R. 7213) to amend an act entitled 
"An act authorizing the appointment of receivers of national 
banks, and for other purposes," approved June 30, 1876-to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency. - · 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: A bill (H. R. 7214) to increase the ef­
ficiency of t'tle coast defense-to theCommitteeonNavalAffairs. 

By Mr. BANKHEAD: A bill (H. R. 7215) to amend section 19 of 
anactentitled "Anacttoregulatecommerce,"approvedFebruary 
4, 1887-tothe Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. FITCH: A bill(H.R.7216)to·authorizethe registration 
of trade-marks and protect the same-to the Committee on Pat-
en~. , 

By Mr. GORMAN: A bill (H': R. 7217) to restore widows of 
Union soldiers and sailors to the right of pension-to the Com­
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. JOSEPH: A bill (H. R. 7218) to aid the Territory of 
New Mexico to support a school of mines-to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

By Mr. BR.ECKINRIDGE of Arkansas: A bill (H. R. 7219) to 
improve reserve bordering on 'Whittington avenue, on West 
Branch of Hot Springs Creek, Hot Springs, Ark.-to the Com­
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

ByMr.MARTIN: A resolution to amend clause3, Rule XXVI, 
of the House rules-to the Committee on Rules. · 

By Mr. WISE: A memorial of the General Assembly of Vir­
ginia, requesting increased mail facilities in the country dis­
tricts-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN of Virginia: A memorial of the General 
Assembly of Virginia, for the erection of a monument to Matthew 
Fontaine Maury-to ,the Committee on the Library. 

PRIVATE BILLS, ETC; 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following 
titles were nresented and referred as indicated below: 

By Mr. HOOKER of Mississippi (by request): ·A bill (H. R. 7220) 
for the removal of charge of desertion of Samuel T. Loftin, Com­
pany E, First Louisiana Cavalry Volunteers-to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BAILEY (by request): A bill (H. R. 7221) for there­
lief of John H. Choice-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN of Virginia: A bill (H. R. 7222) for the 
relief of the estate of R. M. Ely-to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. CAMINETTI: A bill (H. R. 7223) for the relief of Gott­
lob Groezinger-to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. COGSWELL: A bill (H. R. 7224) granting a pension 
to Mary H. Howard-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Br. Mr. COBURN: A bill (H. R. 7225) grantin~ a pension to 
Emily Leach-to the Committee on Invalid Penswns. 

By Mr. COBB of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 7226) grantingapen-
sion to Julia P. Wright-to the Committee on Pensions. · 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7227) for the relief of Luigi Botto-to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. DALZELL: A bill (H. R. 7228) for the relief of Mar­
tha A. McMains-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DIXON: A bill (H. R. 7229) for the relief of Henry C. 
Worthington-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. ENGLISH: A bill (H. R. 7230) granting an honorable 
discharge to James Conover-to the Committee on Military Af­
fairs. 

By Mr. FUNSTON: A bill (H. R. 7231) to remove charges of 
desertion against Benjamin F. Samtaberi-to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

By Mr. FITCH: A bill (H. R. 7232) for the relief of ThomasJ. 

Ackerman, of New York City-to the Committee on the Post­
Office and Post-Roads. 

BY, Mr. GEISSENHAINER: A bill (H. R. 7233) granting a 
penswn to Jacob Dissenger-to the Committee on Pensions. . 

. By Mr. HAYES of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 7234) granting a pen­
sion to Mary Millard-to the· Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7235) granting a pension to Mary A. Sip-p­
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7236) granting a · pension to Julia S. Tomp­
kins-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7237) granting a pension to James N. Kirt-
ley-to the Committee on Pensions. · 
• Also, a bill (H. R. 7238) granting a pension to Amanda Ather­
ton-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7239) granting a pension to Elizabeth Boiler­
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. Haynes of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 7240) granting a pension 
to Mrs. Barbara Bauman-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

. By Mr. KYLE: A bill (H. R. 7241) for the relief of Robert Rai­
ford, deceased, late of Marshall County, Miss.-to the Committee 
on War Claims. • 
- By Mr. LEWIS: A bill (H. R. 7242) for the relief of the estate 

of William Robinson, deceased, late of Noxubee County, Miss.­
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 724:3) granting a pension to 
Ellen Connor, widow of Patrick Connor, deceased-to the Com­
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCLELLAN: A bill (H. R. 7244) granting a pension 
to Florence Esther Williams, the blind daughter of Henry D. 
Willians, late a private in Company F, Sixty-fourth Regiment 
Illinois Volunteers-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
· ·By Mr. MILLIKEN: A bill (H. R. 7245) for the relief of Jef­
ferson Savage-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr PIERCE: A bill (H. R. 7246) for the relief of Jesse L. 
Brandt, of Gibson County, !I'enn.-to the Committee on War 
Claims. · 

By Mr. SEERLEY: A bill (H. R. 7247) for the relief of Wil­
liam H. Manning-to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. SNODGRASS (by request): A bill (H. R. 7248) fo1· the 
relief of Agnes Mcintyre, administratrix-'-to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

.By Mr. SANFORD: A bill (H. R. 7249) to . increas~ the pen­
sion of Capt. John De Pass-to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sions. . 

By Mr. SCULL: A bill (H. R. 7250) for the relief of Andrew 
Shoenfelt--to the Committee on War Claims . -

By Mr. SMITH of Illinois: A bill (H. R. 7251) granting an in· 
crease of pension to James I. Toler, late a private of Capt. JohnS. 
Hacker's company, Second Regiment of Illinois Foot Volunteers, 
in the Mexican war-to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R: 7252) granting an increase of pension to Ira 
A. Milliorn, late of Company C, First Regiment of Second Call 
illinois Volunteers, in the Mexican War-to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7253) granting an increase of pension to Rev. 
Christopher C. Cash, late of Company D, Eighteenth Regiment 
of Missouri Volunteer Infantry, in the war of the rebellion-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. . 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7254) granting. an increase of pension t.o 
David Horn, late of Company C, First Regiment of Ohio Infantry 
Volunteers, in the Mexican war-to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. VINCENT A. TAYLOR: A bill (H. R. 7255) granting 
a pension to-Sarah E -:- Oviatt--to the Committee on Invalid Pen· 
~~ . 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7256) to amend the muster roliB of Company 
B, Ninth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, so as to place 
thereon the name of William C. Armstrong-to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7257} granting a pension to Alonzo D. Bar--
ber-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. -

Also, a bill (H. R. 7258) granting increase of pension to Na· 
thaniel L. Badger-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. VINCENT A. TAYLOR: A bill (H. R. 7259) granting 
an increase of 'pension to Ebenezer G. Bigelow-to the Commit­
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7260) granting an increase of pension to · 
George C. Abbey-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND: A bill (H. R. 7261}grantin~increaseof 
pension to Jacob Telford-to the Committee onlnvahd Pensions. 

By Mr. VAN HORN: A bill (H. R. 7262) for the relief of Levj 
B. Tarbox-to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. WILSON of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 7263) removing 
charge of desertion against George Pittman-to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. .., 
. Also, a bill (H. R. 7264) removing the charge of desertion 
against George W. New-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

•. 
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Also, a bill (H. R. 7265) granting a pension to Lurena Wages­

to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. WHEELER of Alabama: A bill (H. R. 7266) for there­

lief of John McMurtrey, of Lauderdale County, Ala.-to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7267) to place Col. George W. Getty, retired, 
on the retired list of the Army with the rank of major-general­
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7268) for the ·relief of F. Varin-to the Com­
mittee on War Claims. 
-By Mr. WHITE: A bill (H. R. 7269) for the reli:Jf of Marcus 

D. Box, late of First Regiment Missouri Volunteers-totheCofn­
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 7270) to remove the charge of desertion 
against John Farrell, late of Company F, Fifty-Fourth Indiana 
Volunteers-to the Committee on Mil1tary Affairs. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ARNOLD (by request): Petition of Marcus Murray, 
late a private in Company B, Scott County (Mo.) Home Guards, 
asking for a pension-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of citizens of Cape Girardeau, Mo., praying for 
the enactment of such legislation as will prevent the opening of 
the Columbian Exposition on Sundays-to the Select Committee 
on the Columbian Exposition. 

By Mr. BAILEY: Petition of John H. Choice, praying that 
his claim for property taken by the Army during the late war 
be referred to the Court of Claims-to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. EARWIG: Two protests from Fond duLac County, 
Wis., against the repeal of the import duty on barley or any 
modification thereof-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BEEMAN: Petitions of Economy, Poplar Springs, and 
Wall Granges, of Mississippi, to encourage silk culture, favoring 
a pure-food law, and to prevent gambling in farm products-to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petitions of the same bodies, for free delivery of rural 
mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petitions of the same bodies, favoring the pure-lard bill­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petitions of the same bodies to prohibit contracts dis­
crediting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Jasper County, Miss., favoring 
the Washburn-Hatch antioption bills-to the Committee on 
Agriculture. · 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER: Petition of citizens of Newburg, Pa., 
asking that the Columbian.. Exposition be closed on Sunday-to 
the Select Committee on the Columbian Exposition. 

Also, petition of Mount Holly Council, Order of United Ameri­
can Mechanics, asking amendment to immigration laws-to the 
Select Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, petition of citizens of Mount Holly, Pa., asking for amend­
ment of immigration laws-to the Select Committee on Immi­
gration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. BRETZ: Petition of James Reynolds and others, of In­
diana, praying for the enactment of a law subjecting oleomarga­
rine to the provisions of the laws of the several States-to the 
Committee on Agriculthre. · 

By Mr. BRODERICK: Petition and memorial of E. •r. Ukell 
and 50 others, of Nemaha County,Kans., against making appro­
priations for support of sectional institutions-to -the Committee 
on the Judiciary. I. 

Also, petition of J. E. Anderson and 250 others of Wamego, 
Kans., praying for relief of William Gregory and to accompany 
House bill6553-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BROSIUS: Petitions of Octoraro Grange, of Pennsyl­
varua, and Tulare Grange, of California, to prevent gambling in 
farm products and favoring a pure-food law-to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the same bodies, favoring the pure-lard bill­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of the Octoraro Grange, to prohibit contracts 
discrediting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Coin­
age, Weights, and Measures. 

Also. petition of the same body, to encourage silk culture-to 
the Coinmittee on Agriculture. 
· Also, petition of the same body, for free delivery of .rural 

mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
By Mr. BOUTELLE: Petitions of Pembroke, Island Falls, 

Mount Etna, and Valley Granges, of Maine, favoring the pure­
lard bill-to the Comm1ttee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petitions of the same bodies, for free delivery of rural 
mails-to the Cominittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petitions of Pembroke, Island Falls, and Valley Granges, 
to encourage silk culture and to prevent gambling in farm prod­
ucts-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the Island Falls Grange, to prohibit contracts 
discrediting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Coin­
ag@, Weights, and Measures. _ 

By Mr. BRYAN: Petition of sundry citizens of Nebraska, in 
favor of the bill known as the Hatch bill, or the Senate bill known 
as theW ashburn bill-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of sundry citizens of same place, asking that the 
State of Nebraska be divided into two judiciaLdistricts-to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of the State of Nebraska, in re­
gard to court circuits in that State-to the Committee on the 
J udiciai'y. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN of New Jersey: Petition of citizens of 
the United States in favor of increased pay for the Life-Saving 
Service-to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, petition of citizens of New Jersey, asking for a law sub­
jecting oleomargarine to provisions of the laws of the several 
States-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BURROWS: Petition of the Grand Rapids (Mich.) 
Board of Trade, asking for the immediate passage of some bill 
to establish a public telegraph system in the post-offices of the 
United States-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-
Roads. l 

By Mr. BUTLER: Four petitions of the following counties of 
Iowa: Howard, Blackhawk, Butler, and Dubuque, praying there­
tention of the tariff on barley-to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Also, petition of Upper Iowa University, praying the adoption 
of a constitutional amendment against the passage of any law 
establishing a religion, etc.-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. COBURN: Resolutions oftheMilwaukee Chamberof 
Commerce, favoring an amendment to the interstate-commerce 
law-to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. COVERT: Petition of Morris J. Terry and others, for 
the promotion of the efficiency of the Life-Saving Service-to the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. CROSBY: Petition of 0. M. Fernald and others, of Wil­
liamstown, Mass., for courts and a system of law upon Indian 
reservations-to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, petition of Benjamin C. Warren and others, of Sheffield, 
Mass., for an amendment to the Constitution prohibiting aState 
from passing any law for the purpose of aiding by appropriation 
any religious denomination, etc.-to the Committee on the Ju­
diciary. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Two petitions, one of Acme Council, No. 
219, American Defense Association, and the other Braddock Coun­
cil, No. 299, in favor of the passage of a bill to amend the natural-
ization laws-to the Committee on the Judiciary. _ 

By Mr. DANIELL: Petitions of nine granges in New Hamp­
shire, favoring a pure-food law, to encourage silk culture, and 
to prevent gambling in. farm products-to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the same bodies, favoring the pure-lard bill­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of the same bodies, for free delivery of rural 
mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of the same bodies, to prohibit contracts discred-· 
iting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

Also, petition of the Granite Cutters' Union of New Hampshire, 
to prevent convicts from working on Government work-to the 
Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. DINGLEY: Petitions of Lake, Mount Vernon, and 
Round Mountain Granges, of Maine, favoring the pure-lard bill­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petitions of the same bodies, to prohibit contracts dis­
crediting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. 

Also, petitions of the same bodies, for free delivery of rural 
mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petitions from Round Mountain, Bear Mountain, and 
Lake Granges, to prevent gambling in farm products-to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petitions of the Lake and Bear Mountain Granges, of 
Maine, to encourage silk culture-to the Committee ou Agricul­
ture. 

Also, a petition of the Bear Mountain Grange, favoring the 
pure-lard bill-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Afso, petition of Albion P. Gamage and others, in regard to 
menhaden and mackerel fishing with purse seines-to the Com-
mittee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries. -
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By Mr. DIXON: Resolutions of the Bricklayers and Masons'• delivery of mail-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Pos~ 
International Union, No.1, oi Butte, Mont., in favor of a bill to Roads. 
amend and enforce the eight-hour law-to the Committee on AIS<>, petition of James Porter .and 12 other citizens of Polk 
La.bor. County, Wis., inlavor of passage of the Washburn-Hatch anti-

By Mr. DOLLIVER: Petition of sundry citizens oflowa, ask- ORtion bill-to the Committee on Agriculture. 
ing that the present duty on barley of 30 cents per bushel be not By Mr. HAYES of Iowa: Petition of citizens of Iowa City, 
reduced back to 10 cents-to the Committee on WaysandMeans. Iowa, against the option bill-t-o the Committee onAgriculture. 

By Mr. FITHIAN: Memorial to CongreSBfor a national alpha- By Mr. HAYNES of Ohio: Memorials of 169 citizens of the 
bet-to the Committee on EducationJ Seventh Congressional district of Ohio, in favor of legislation 

Also, petition of citizens of Clark County, ID., in favor of the prohibiting landing on our shores of pauper and criminal immi-
Hatch bill-to the Committee on Agriculture. · grants-to the Select Committee on Immigration and Naturali-

By Mr. GEISSENHAINER: Petitions of Liberty Grange, of · zation.. 
New Jersey, fa-voring .a pure-food law, to encourage silk culture, Also, elev-en petition of churches and schools of Toledo, Ohio, 
and to prevent gambling in farm products-to the Committee as follows: .Third Presbyterian, St. John Methodist Episcopal, 
on Agriculture. Third Baptist, Lagrange Street Congregational, Second Baptist, 

Also, petition of the same body, for free deli very of rural mails- First Presbyterian., Broadway Methodist Episcopal, Adams 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. . Street Mission Sabbath school, Sunday school of the Sargeant 

Also, petition·oi the same body, favoring the pure-lard bill-to Baptist Society, Presbyterian -of Maumee, and the Fifth Presby-
theCommittee on Ways and Moans. terian of Toledo-to the Select Committee on the Columbian Ex-

Also, petition of the same body, to prohibit .contracts diBcred- position. . • 
iting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Coinage, By .Mr. HEARD.: Petitions of ci:tizens ·of Hermitage, Wheat-
Weights, and Measures. land, Quincy,Galmey,Preston,Cornersville, 'Avery, Weaableau, 

By Mr. GILLESPIE: Petition of 3,530 persons in Beaver Roney, Almon, Pittsburg Lone Spring, and Elkton, of Hickory 
County, Pa., .asking that the World's Fair be closed -on Sunday- County, Mo_, for increase of compensation of fourth-class post-
to the Select Committee on the Columbian Expositio;t. masters-to the Committee 'On the Po t-Office and Post-Roads.. 

Also, petition of 102membersofPresbyterianChurchatWam- Also, petition of -citizens of CoC?J>er County, Mo., in favor of 
pum, Pa., and 110 members -of Presbyterian Church at Moravia, legislati-on to suppress opti-on d-ea.ling in farm products-to the 
Pa., asking that the World's Fair be closed on Sunday-to the Committee-<>n Agriculture. 
Select Committee on the Columbian Exposition. By Mr. HITT: Petition of Mr. Cosgrove and others, of Craw-

Also, petitions of 166-citizens of Beaver County, Pa.; of 120 citi- ford and Wy.andot Counties, for legislation gainst gambling in 
zens of Butler County, Pa.; of 75 citizens of Lawrence County, farm products-to the Committee on Agriculture. 
Pa., asking passage of "An act in amendment to the various acts By Mr. HOUKof Ohio: Petitions of Jackso~, Clay, and Oxford 
relative to immigration and the importation of aliens under con- Granges, of Ohio, to prevent gambling in farm products-to the 
tract or agreement to perform labor "-to the Committee on the Committee on Agriculture. · 
Judiciary. ' ..Also, petitions of the same bodies, to prohibit contracts dis-

By Mr. HALL: Petition -of citizens of Mcleod County, Minn., crediting legal-tender .currency-to the Committee on Banking 
for the passage oi .antioption bill-to the Committee on Agricul- and Currency. 
ture. . - .Also, petitions of the Jackson .and Clay Granges, favoring the 

By Mr. HARE: Petition of George Rood .and others, of Craw- pure-lard bill-to the Committee on Ways and Means. . 
furd and Wyandot Counties, Ohio, for legislation .against gam- Also, petitions of the same bodies, for free delivery of rural 
bling in farm products-to the Committee on Agriculture. mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HARTER: Petitions of Green Valley, Trenton, and Also, wition of the ·Oxford Grange, favoring a pure-food law, 
Weller Granges, of Ohio, to prevent gambling in farm prod- and of the .Jackson Grange, to encourage 'Rilk culture-to he 
ucts-to the Committee on Agriculture. Committee on Agriculture~ 

Also, peti~ions of the same bodies, to prohibit contracts dis- By Mr. RUFF: Petitions of 5,920 persons., .asking that the 
crediting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking World's Fair be closed on th-e Sabbath in accordance with the 
and Currency. law of God, the rights of man, and the precedents of our Ameri­

Also, petitions of the same bodies., for free delivery of rural can history-to the Select Committee on the Columbian Exposi-
mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. tion. 

Also, petitions of the Weller and Trenton Granges, to encour- Also, of citizens of Westmoreland County, Pa., praying for the 
age silk culture, and of the Trenton Grange for a.pure-foodlaw- passage of House bill401, entitled "An act in mendment to the 
ro the Committee on Agriculture. various actsTelativetoimmigrationand theimportationof aliens 

Also, petition of the Weller Grange, favoring the pure-lard under contract or ..agreement to pet'form labo1'' -to the Select 
bill-to the Committee on Ways and Means. Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

.Also, petitions of Sullivan Grange, of Ohio, favoring a pure- Also, 1·esolution of the Paint Club, of Phila-delphia, Pa., rela-
food law, to prevent gambling in farm products, and to encour- tive to the consolidation of the third and fourth class mail mat­
age silk culture-to the Committee on Agriculture. ter and tlie betterment of our postal facilities-to the Commitr 

Also, petition of the same body, to prohibitcontrads discredit- tee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
ing legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking and Also·, protest,of the United Presbyterian Church of New Alex-
Currency. andria, Westril.Oreland County, Pa., against the opening of the 

Also, petition of the same body, for free delivery of rural mails- World's Fair on Sunday and the sale of liquor within the Expo-
· to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. sition, and requesting that the .art department be conducted ac-

Also, petition of the .citizens of Ashland, Ohio, favoring an cording to the American standard of purity in art-to the Select 
antioption law-to the Committee on Agriculture. Committee on the Columbian Exposition. 

Also, petition of the sameparties,iavoring a pure-lard law-to Also, petitions of Good Intent Ligonier, Mendon, Blue Point, 
the Committee on Ways and Means. Delm-ont, and Ridge Granges, of Pennsylvania, lavoring a pure-

Also, five petitions of citizens of Galion, Crawford County, food law and to encourag~ silk culture-to the Committee on 
Ohio, praying for extension of free mail delivery-to the Com- Agriculture. 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. Also, petitions from the same bodies, favoring the pure-lard 

Also, petition of the Presbyterian Church of Ashland County, bill-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
Ohio, praying for the control of the World's Fair-to the Select Also, petition of the same bodies, to prohibit contracts dis-
Committee on the Columbian Exposition. crediting legal-tendel' currency-to the Committee on Banking 

By Mr. HAUGEN: Petition of I. N. Bye and 5 other citizens an..d Currency. . 
.of Polk County, Wis., asking passage of the Washburn-Hatch Also, petitions of the same bodies, for free delivery of rural 
antioption bill-to the Committee on Agriculture~ mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, memorial .of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Also, petitio~ of the Allegheny Grange, ior a pure-food law, 
Wa, in favor of so amending the interstate-commerce law as to · and the Ridge Grange, to prevent gambling in farm -products­
require uniform bills of lading and to prevent carriers engaged to the Committee on Agriculture. 
in interstate commerce from limiting their common-law liability Also, petition of the Allegheny Grang-e, to prohibit contracts 
as .common carriers-to the Committee on the Judiciary. discrediting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Bank-

Also, remonstrance of Col. C. R. Gill Post, Grand Army of the ing and Currency. 
Republic, oi Loyal, Clark County, Wis., against the free eoin- Also, petition ol the Allegheny Grange, for free delivery of 
age of silver-to the Committee on Coinag~ Weights, and Me.as- rural mails-to the Committee~n the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
ures. · By Mr. HULL: Petition of C. A. Hirshman and..34 others, citl-

Also, petition of J. H. Stoutand114other citizens of Men-omo- zens of Des .1\foines, Polk County, Iowa, in favor of a. law pro­
nee, Wis., praying for passage of Senate bill252, -extending p-ee hibiting options-to the Committee 1m Agricultur . 
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By Mr. JONES: Petitions of Pungateagueand Virginia, State 

Granges of Virginia, favoring a pure-food law, to encourage silk 
culture, and to prevent gambling in farm products-to the Com­
mittee on Agriculture. 

Also, petitions of· the same bodies, favoring the pure-lard bill­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petitions of the same bodies, for free distributionof rural 
mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petitions of the same bodies, to prohibit contracts dis­
crediting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. · 

By Mr. KETCHAM: Petitions numerously signed by citizens 
of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., for the enactment of laws t~prohibit. 
from landing on our shores all paupers, criminals, etc., and for 
an amendment to the Constitution permitting only citizens to 
vote-to ~he Select Committee on Immigration and Naturaliza­
tion. 

By Mr. KRIBBS: Resolutions of Kylertown Cormcil, No. 310, 
Order of United American Mechanics, of Pennsylvania, repre­
senting ll2 citizens, in favor of amending the naturalization 
laws-to the Select Committee on Immigration a.nd Naturaliza­
tion. 

Also, resolution of Clarion, (Pa.) Council, No. 404, represep.ting 
120 citizens, in W.vor of amending naturalizationlaws-totlieSe­
lect Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, pet i t ion of 119citizens of Foxburg,Pa.,in favorofHouse 
bill 401, relating to immigration-to the Select Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also , petition of sundry citizens of Rock Springs and vicinity, 
Pennsylvania, in favor of a constitutional amendment prohibit­
ing any State from establishing, aiding, or supporting any sec­
tarian institution-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KYLE: Petition of Tippah County Farmers' Alliance, 
of Mississippi, urging the speedy. passage of the subtreasury bill 
or somethino- better, the bill for the unlimited coinage of sil­
ver, and the land-loan bill-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, memorial of Kingdom Grange, No. 416, urging the pas­
sage of House bill395, defining lard and imposing a tax thereon­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of the same body, for the passage of the bill now 
pending in the House, making certain issues of money full legal 
t ender in payment of all deots-to the Committee on Ways and 
Mea!ls. 

Also, petition of the same body, setting forth the importance 
to 1heiarmers of the country of extending the free delivery of 
mails to rural districts, and asking that prompt action be taken 
by Congress to secure the same-to the Committee OI). the Post­
Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of the same body, urging the importance to the 
farmers of the country of legislation for the encouragement of 
silk culture, and also of a law to prevent gambling in farm prod­
uc ts, otherwise known as dealing in options or futures-to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the same body, for the passage of a law to pre­
vent the adulteratiol). of food and drugs-to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. . 

By Mr. LANHAM: Petitionof citizens of Green County, Tex., 
for regulating speculation in fictitious farm products-to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. LAYTON: Petitions of Lafayette Grange, of Ohio, to 
encourage silk culture and to prevent gambling in farm prod­
ucts-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the same body, for free delivery of rural 
mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of the same body, to prohibit contracts discred­
iting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. . 

Also, petition of J. Dicus and M other citizens of Putnam 
County, Ohio, for an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States prohibiting any State from passing laws establish­
ing religion, etc.-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LITTLE: Petition of citizens of New York, for a six­
teen th amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the establish­
ment of any form of r eligion or appropriating money to any in­
stitution wholly or in part under sectarian control-to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LODGE: Petition of George 0. Shattuck and 86 others, 
of Boston, for the establishment of a system of laws in .and for 
Indian reservations-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of H. P. Bonditch, M. D., for the adoption of the 
metric system in the customs service-to the Committee on Coin-
age, Weights, md Measures. · 

Also, memorial a.nd petition of Albert H. Plumb and 44 others, 
for an amendment to the Constitution-to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

/ 

Also,_Petition of W. A. Carter and 229 others1 for the regulation 
of im.mlgration and citizenship-to the ~lect Committee on Im­
migration and Naturalization. 

,t\lso, petition of Frederic Taylor and 1'75 others, fo.r same-to 
the Select Committee on Immigration and N a.turalization. 

Also, resolutions of General Court of Massachusetts., relative 
to the manufacture of clothing in unhealthy pla~es and the sale or 
transportation of clothing so manufactured-to the Committee 
on Manufactures. · 

By Mr. McALEER: Petition of citizens of the Third Con­
gressional district of Pennsylvania, urging- Congress to pass a 
law to prevent the landing of criminals and pauper immigrants, 
and the submission of a constitutional amendment in relation 
thereto-to the Select Committee on Immigration and N aturali-
zation. . 

By Mr. McCLELLAN: Petition o1 E~ L. Almstead and 27 
others, of Milgrove Township, Steuben County, Ind., for free de­
livery of mails in country districts before any other ehanges or 
improvements a:re made in the postal system-to the Committ..ee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. McKEIGHAN: Petition of citizens of Nebraska, pray­
ing for the passage of an antioption bill-to the Committee o~ · 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. McRAE: Petition of the Merchant Ta-ilors' Exchange 
of Little Rock, Ark., in favor of the Torrey. bankrupt bill-to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition ot 8 citizens of Hot Sp~ings, ArlL, in favor of 
House bill 5060-to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

Also, resolutions of Unity Alliance, No.7, Clark County, Ark., 
in favor of the Livingsron subtreasury bill-to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of William Wilson, late private Company B, One 
hundred and eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, now in Arka­
delphia, Ark., for increased pension-to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. MILLIKEN: Memorial of the Maine Commission of Sea 
and Shore Fisheries-to the Committee on Merchant Marine .and 
Fisheries. · 

By Mr. OATES: Petitions of Mount Pleasant, Grange of Ala­
bama, iavoring the pure-lard bill, .a pure-food law, to encourage 
silk culture, and to prevent gambling in .farm products-to the 
Committee on Agricultur-e. 

Aiso, a petition ofthesame body, toprohibitcontracts discred­
iting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures. 

Also, a petition of the same body, for free delivery of rural 
mails-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-.Roads. 

By Mr. PAGEof Rhode Island: Petition of Alfred Dawson.and 
41 other citizens of Rhode Island, for an act placing postage 
stamps and other articles on the free list-to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

ByMr.PEARSON: Petitionof Samue1S.Hoferand23others, 
of Monroe County, Ohio, praying Ior the passage of House bill 
401-totheSelectCommitteeonlmm.igrationandNaturalization. 

By Mr. PERKINS: Petition of 46 citizens of Dick)nsonCounty, 
Iowa, in behalf of regulating specUlation in :fictitious products­
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. RAINES: Petition of citizens of Seneca, for free de­
livery of mails in rural districts-to the Committee on the Po.st­
Ofllce and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SANFORD: :-Petition of 41 citizens of the town of Perth, 
County of Fulton, N.Y., to increase the compensation of post­
masters of the fourth class-to the Committee on the PosWffi.ce 
and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SCOTT; Petition of citizens of LeRoy, ill., against 
the Hatch and Washburn antioption bills-to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. SCULL: Petition of citizens of Cambria. County, Pa., 
to restrict immigration-to the Select Committee on Immigra­
tion and Naturalization. 

Also, petition of Charlesville Grange, of Pennsylvania. to pre­
vent gambling in farm products and favoring the ,encourao-e-
ment of silk culture-to the Committee on Agriculture4 o , 

Also, petition of the same body, for free delivery of rural mail-s­
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of the same body, favoring the pure-lard bill-to 
the Committee on Ways and Means4 

Also, petition of the same body1 to prohibitoontractsdiscredit­
ing legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

By Mr. SMITH of illinois: Petition ol 24 citizens of Carbon­
dale, favoring the adoption of a sixteenth amendment to the Con­
stitution of the United States-to the Committee on the Judi­
eiary. 
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Also, petitions of Villa Ridge Grange, of illinois, to prevent 
gambling-in farm products, to encourage silk culture, and favor­
ing a pure-food law-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also,'petition of the same body, for free delivery of rural mail­
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of the same body, favoring the pure-lard bill-to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. _ 

Also, petition of the same body, to prohibit contracts discred­
iting legal-tender currency-to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. · _. , 

By Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE: Petition for passage of House 
bill 401, for restriction of immigration-to the Select Committee 
on Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, petition of citizens of Portage County, Ohio, praying for 
a. law to restrict immigration, etc.-to the Select Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, petition of citizens of Allegheny County, Pa., for the same 
purpose-to the Select Committee on Immigration and Natural-
ization. _ 

Also, t\vo memorials of Pittsburg Coal Exchange, against 
passage of Senate bill1755-to the Committee on Interstate and 
Eereign Commerce. 

By Mr. STORER: Memorial and petition from Hamilton . 
County Association, Grand Army of the Republic, as to change 
in civil service laws-to the Select Committee on Reform in the 
Civil Service. 

Also, memorial and resolutions of the Ohio Liberal Society, of 
Cincinnati,_against closing the Columbian Exposition on Sun­
day-to the Select Committee on the Columbian Exposition. · 

By Mr. STOUT: Petitions of Clayton Grange, Michigan, on 
various pending agricultural bills-to the Committee on Agri­
culture. 

Also, petitions of White Dak Grange, of Michigan, on various 
pending agricultural bills-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petitions of Birmingham Grange, on various pending 
agricultural bills-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of Farmington Grange, in favor of pure food, 
pure lard, and sundry other agricultural bills-to the Commit-
tee on Agriculture. . 

Also, petition of citizens of Brighton, Mich., against restrict­
ing future sales of produce-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of citizen soldiers of Rochester, Mich., against 
the passage of free-coinage bill-to the Committee on -coinage, 
Weights, and Measures. . 

By Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR: Petition of citizens of Portage 
County, Ohio, in favor of House bill 401, restricting immigra­
tion-to the Select Committee on Immigration and Naturaliza­
tion. 

By Mr. JOSEPH D. T~ YLOR: Forty memorials and petitions 
of American citizens containing 1,140 signatures, residents of 
Ohio, against indiscriminate immigration and naturalization, and 
praying for legislation to prohibit the landing of certain classes 
of immigrants, and for an amendment• to the Constitution of the 
United States, as follows: "That no State shall grant the right 
of suffrage to any person not a citizen o.f the United States"­
to the Select Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, petition of 367 citizensofWellsville, ColumbianaCounty, 
Ohio, praying for the passage of Senate bill 254, entitled a bill 
extending the privileges of the free delivery of mails-to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, memorial of Ohio Council, No. 48,Junior Order of United 
American Mechanics, of Steubenville, urging the passage of a 
bill to amend the naturalization laws as agreed upon and reported 
by the Judiciary Committee of the House-to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. ' - • 

Also, petition of 196 citizens of Harrison County, Ohio, pray­
ing for the passage of House bill401, introduced by Hon. WILLIAM 
A. STONE, of Pennsylvania-to the Select Committee on Immi-.., 
gration and Naturalization. 

Also, petition signed by 360 ladies of Medina, Ohio, asking 
that any· money appropriated to the World's Fair be on two con­
ditions: First, that the gates be closed on Sunday; second, that 
nointoxicatingliquorbesold on the grounds-to the SelectCom­
mittee on the Columbian Exposition. 

By Mr. VINCENT A. TAYLOR: Memorial of Bricklayers' 
Union, No. 5, of Cleveland, Ohio, indorsing House bill 257, fav­
oring the eight-hour law-to the Committee on Labor. 

Also, resolutions of Second Congregational Church, of Oberlin, 
Ohio, favoring closing the World's Fair on Sunday-to :the Select 
Committee on the Columbian Exposition. _ 

Also, petition of citizens of Lorain, Ohio, praying for passage 
of bill for Seaman's Home-to the Committee on Merchant Ma-
rine and Fisheries. -

Also, memorial of 81 citizens of Summit County, Ohio, praying 
for restriction of immigration, favoring House bill 401-to the 
Select Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, memorial of 114 citizens of Brooklyn Village, Ohio, op­
posing appropriations of public funds to sectarian institutions­
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, memorial of citizens of Steuben, Huron County, Ohio, 
opposing appropriation of public funds for sectarian insti tu tiona­
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND: Petition of the United Presbyterian 
Congregation of Loveland, Colo., to close the World's Fair on 
the Sabbath, to prevent the sale ofliquors within the exhibition, 
and to have the art department managed with purity generally 
recognized in the United States-to the Select Committee on the 
Columbiap Exposition. 

Also, petitions of Sopris Grange, of Illinois, favoring a pure­
food law, to encourage silk culture, and to prevent gambling in 
farm products-to the Committee on Agriculture. : 

Also, petition of the same body, favoring the pure-lard bill­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of the same body, for free deli very of rural mails­
to the Committee on the Post-Office and P.ost-Roads. 

By Mr. WASHINGTON: .Petitions of Tarsus Grange, of Ten­
nessee, favoring the pure-lard bill, a pure-food law, to encour­
age silk culture, and to prevent gambling in farm products-ro 
the Oommittee on-Agriculture. 

Also, a petition of the same body, toprohibitgontractsdiscred­
iting legal-tender cut·rency-to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. - · -

Also, a petition of W. F. Moore and 30 other citizens of Morgan 
County, favoring a pure-food law-to the Committee on Agricul· 
ture. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Montgomery County, in favol' 
of the Washburn-Hatch antioption bills-to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS of Illinois: Petition of Dillon Post, No. 328, 
Grand Army of the Republic, in opposition to the free coinage 
of silver-to theCommitteeon Coinage, Weights,and·Measures; 

By Mr. WHITE: Four petitions of citizens of Mills, Keokuk, 
Wapello, and Calhoun Counties, Iowa, for the passage of the anti· 
option bill-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petitions of citizens of •Bloomfield, Davi~ County, Iowa, 
for the revision and simplifying of the system of spellirig-to the 
Committee on Education. 

By Mr. WOLVERTON: Petition of citizens of Northumber­
land County, Pa., for restriction of immigration-to the Select 
Committee on Immigration anp. Naturalization. 

Also, memorial and petition of 780 persons of the Seventeenth 
Congressional District of Pennsy 1 vama, in relation to foreign im­
migrants and praying for the amendment of the laws on immi­
gration and naturalization and citizenship, and the submission ' 
to the people of an amendment ro the Constitution of the United 
States, as follows: "No State shall grant the right of suffrage 
to any person not a citizen of the United States"-t() the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

SENATE. 
TUESDAY~ March 15, 1892. 

Prayer by t e Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER, D. D. ' 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica­
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, trans:ririttmg, in respons.e 
to a resolution of February 1, .1890, a report from the Commis­
sioner of Patents relative to .the amount of all moneys received 
by the United States Patent Office from inventors sin.ce the es­
tablishment of that Bureau, etc.; which was read. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I move that the communication, with tht 
accompanying paper, lie on the table and be printed. I offered 
the resolution of February 1 with the intention of introducing tl 
.bill based upon information to be conveyed to the Senate in tha 
report now presented. 

The motion was agreed to. ~ 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the petition of Richard L. 
Busch, of Fieldon, Ill., praying for the passage of the antioption 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. VEST presented the petition of J. M. Sherman and other 
citizens of St. Charles _County, Mo., and the petition of Edward 
Sole and other citizens of Cooper County, Mo., .praying for the 
passage of the Washburn-Hatch antioption bills; which were re­
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of J. Younkman and other citi­
zens of Maryville, Mo., and the petition of George D. Bowman and 
other citizens of Hopkins, Mo., praying for an amendment tQ the , _ 

-
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