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also of citizens of Pittsburg, Pa.; also of Edwin Noll and numer-
ous other citizens of Pennsylvania, in relation to the Marquette
statue—to the Committee on the Library.

By Mr. MAHON: Petition of IgnatiusJ. Langley, of Maryland,
for reference of his claim to the Court of Claims—to the Commit-
tee on War Claims.

By Mr. MCRAE: Petition of A.M. Frierson and 111 other col-
omg citizens of Columbia, Clark, Lafayette, Ouachita, and Union
counties, Ark., asking for an appropriation to aid in paying their

transportation to ca—to the Committee on Appropriations.
By Mr. OTEY: Papers to accompany House bﬂ.PPor the relief of
Kate Wade—to the Committee on Claims.

Also, papers to accompany House bill for the relief of Nancy
Susan Thompson—to the Committee on Claims.

By Mr. REYBURN: Paper to accompany House bill to remove
the charge of desertion from the record of John O'Beirne—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. SETTLE: Petition of the estate of Mary Smith, deceased,
late of Orange County, N. C., praying reference of her war claim
_ to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims.

Algo, petition of W. C. Staples, of Rockingham County, N. C.
(formerly of Patrick County, Va.), praying reference of his war
claim to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims.

Also, petition of citizens of Durham, N, C., in favor of &doptmg
%e metric system—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, an

easures.

By Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE: Petition of citizens of Bellevue,
Pa. ,&,rotesﬁng against the acceptance of the Marquette statne—to
the Committee on the Library. )

Also, resolntion of Iron City Lodge, No. 36, American Protes-
tant Association. protesting against appropriations for Indian con-
tract schools—to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. STRONG: Petition of Dr. W. W. Mcllvaine and Hon.
A. K. Rarey, of Kenton, Ohio; also petition of Charles Collier, W.
W. Stevenson, and Godfrey Sutermeister, asking for a pension for
Jacob Sherman, late a private in Company 9, Fourth Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr, TATE: Petition of Benjamin Davis in support of House
bill granting him a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sions.

By Mr. TOWNE: Remonstrance of the Commercial Club of St.
Paul, Minn., against the obstruction of navigation by the build-
ing of a bridge across the Detroit River—to the Committee on
Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. WALKEﬁnof Massachusetts: Petition of C. A. Keith
and others, of Webster, Mass,, protesting against the &assage of
House bill No. 43566, relating to second-class mail matter—to the
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

SENATE.
THURSDAY, May 7, 1896.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H, MiLBURN, D. D.

On motion of Mr. QUAY, and by unanimous consent, the read-
ing of the Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was dispensed with.
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS,

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of District Assem-
bly No. 9, Order of Enights of Labor, of Chicago, 111, praying
for the of the so-called Phillips bill, anthorizing the ap-

intment of a nonpartisan commission to collate information and

sented by labor, agriculture, and capital; which was referred to
the Committee on Education and Labor.

Mr. GALLINGER. I present a memorial of the Association of
American Physicians, and also resolutions adopted at a meeting
of the Medical Society of the County of New York, on the sub-
ject of vivisection in the District of Columbia. I move that the
memorial and resolutions be referred to the Committee on the
District of Columbia.

The motion was F?l%ree«l to. - )

Mr. GALLINGER presented a petition of the Woman’s Chris-
tian Tem: ce Union of Vandalia, Fayette County, Ill., signed
by the officers, Belle P. Whitney, president, and Cora B. Phil-
lips, secretary, praying for the enactment of legislation raising
the age of consent from 16 to 18 years in the District of Colum-
bia; which was referred to the Committee on the District of Co-
lumbia.

Mr. CULLOM presented resolutions adopted by the Association
of the Central ‘gaat. Mlinois Congregational churches of Peoria,
II1., expressing their indignation at the atrocious persecution of
their fellow-Christians in Armenia, and esﬁecially of their suffer-

- ing brethren of the American Board; which were ordered to lie on
the table.

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of the Trades League of Phil-
adelphia, Pa., praying that an appropriation be made for the
improvement of fthe aware River; which was referred to the
Committee on Commerce.

Mr, VEST presenteda petition of American Waiters’ Union, No,
20, of St. Louis, Mo., E;aying for the Government ownership and
control of telegraph lines; which was referred to the Committee
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.

Mr. ELKINS presented the memorial of R. T. Wetzel and 37
other citizens of Jackson County, W. Va.; the memorial of W. H,
Ramsey and 70 other citizens of Hundley, W. Va., and the memo-
rial of . T. W, Hall and 57 other citizens of burg, W. Va.,
remonstrating against placing the statue of Pére uette in
Statuary Hall, and praying that it be immediately removed; which
were ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. QUAY presented a petition of the Trades League of Phila-
delphia, Pa., praying that an appropriation of $500,000 be made
for improving the Delaware River; which was .referred to the
Committee on Commerce,

SPECIAL LIQUOR-TAX RECEIPTS.

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, I present the petition of W, O,
Smith and 175 other citizens of Randolph County, Ind., praying
for the passage of Senate bill 239, which to pmiubit the
issnance of sg;ecia.l iquor-tax receipts to persons other than those
who are authorized by State laws to engage in the business of
selling intoxicating lignors. The petitioners, in addition to settin,
forth their special request, add that they believe the enactment
such a law would aid in preserving peace and order in every com-
munity, and would Eraatly improve the public morals.

In connection with the petition, which I wish to have referred
to the Committee on Finance, I want tocall the attention of such
members of the Committee on Finance as may be present to some
very pertinent information on this subject.

1 wrote to the ﬁrobabe jundge in each of five different countiesin
Kansas, asking them to furnish me with a statement showing the
number of ita to sell intoxicating liqguors that had been issued
in each of those counties and were in force at the date of my let-
ter. By our law the probate judge of each county, and he alone,
is anthorized to issue permits to engage in the business of selling
intoxicating liquors. We try to limit it as far as we can to drug-
gists, Then I asked the Commissioner of Internal Revenne to
furnish me with a statement of the number of special liquor-tax
receipts that had been issued to persons who were engaged in the
business of selling liquor in those same counties and at the same
f_:m(.ile. I have hefe his statement and the statements of the probate
judges.

I ol:servt e that the chairman of the Committee on Finance is now
presen

I find from the statement of the Internal Revenue Commissioner
that in Leavenworth County, Kans., there were 248 special liquor-
tax receipts in force on the 1st of March of this year. Then by
turning to the letter from the probate judge of that county, who
is authorized to issue State permits to persons to engage in the
sale of intoxicating liquors nnder the State law, I find that there
are only 2 State permits in force in that county, and as there were

248 United States special Iir{lnor-ta.x receipts issued, it is shown
that 246 persons ave selling liguor in that county in violation of
the State law.

Then, in Shawnee County, in which the capital of the State is
located, the Internal Revenue Commissioner informs me that 73
| special liquor-tax receipts have been issued by the United States
| anthorities, and there are only 25 State permits in force issued by
| the probate judge under the State law, So we have the difference
between 73 and 25 as the number of persons who are engaged in

he sale of 1i i t county in violati f th .
consider and recommend legislation to meet the problems pre- | e gkuor U SR Oy I Nolhkin 0% e s av

In Sedgwick County there were 120 ial United States liquor-
tax receipts issued and 12 State permits issued. The difference
between 120 and 12 shows the number of persons engaged in that
county in the sale of liguors in violation of the State law.

In Reno County the number of United States tax receipts was 25
and of State permits 8, showing 22 persons in that county engaged
in selling liquors in violation of the State law.

In Dici:innon County there are 37 ial liquor-tax receipts is-
sued and only 9 State permits, the difference between 37 and 9
showing the number of persons engaged in the liguor traffic in
in violation of the State law. i

that coun I submit the figures in
tabulated form:
Special liquor-taz receipts and State permits fo sell intoxicating li in five
o i Kansas conﬂ%faes. Mavrch, 1596, o
Stato | States
County. permit.| tax re
ceipts
Lonvenworth o . i ase e . B 245
25 73
13 120
3 25
9 BT
51 503
0y S0

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO,
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Mr. MORRILL. Of course the Senator from Kansas has read
the law of the United States on this subject. It does not shield
any violation of the State laws where there are State laws upon
the subject. Therefore, all the statements which are made by the
Senator from Kansas merely show that the people of that State
will not enforce their own laws.

Mr. PEFFER. The pointImakeis thatif any person intending

to violate the State law asks for a special liquor-tax receipt an
pays for itand gets it, that proceeding will protect this man so far
as the Government of the United States is concerned, and he cares
less for the State law than he does for the United States law.

I wish to call the attention of the Committee on Finance spe-
cially to the point that our people make in this matter. Ourposi-
tion is that we can better enforce the laws of the State if there is
not this apparent and real protection afforded to the illicit sale of
]:kﬁm'a by the issuance of Government tax receipts.

r. ALLISON. I will ask the Senator from how there
can be that real protection from the mere fact that the Govern-
ment collects a tax?

Mr. PEFFER. The real protection is this way, Mr. President.
I go to the internal-revenue collector and ask for a special liquor-
tax receipt. He asks me no questions. I pay $25 for my receipt
and go away and set up a little gin shop in some alley orin some
out-of-the-way place, and so far as the United States marshal
is concerned % am absolutely protected; that is to say, he does
not interfere with me, The State law is violated, but by some
hook or erook, by personal acquaintance or financial or commer-
cial acquaintance with the police officer or other local personage
who is charged with looking after those things, I am permitted to
go unscathed. Now, if we can limif the traffic to the State law
alone, I think, just as the petitioners say, that it willaid very much
inenf;)rlacmgﬁmlaws of the State and in maintaining peace and

er,

Mr. QUAY. TIs there anything in the laws of Kansas to pre-
vent the prosecution and conviction of a man who has paid the
United States tax for the sale of liguor?

Mr. PEFFER. No; there is no protection of that kind, but he
knows he is relieved from prosecution by the United States au-
thorities for selling. He has that advantage in his favor, to say
the least; and it is a good deal. 4

Mr. ALLISON. But the Senator from Kansas must know that
the fact that a man has paid a tax and a receipt can be produced
is pri facie evidence in Kansas and other States of the viola-
tion of the State laws, and therefore it furnishes additional testi-
mony in the States to the people who want to enforce the law.

Mr. PEFFER. Thatis very true; but I will state the difference,
if the Senate will bear with me just a moment while this subject
is up; it is very important. I had several letters from friends in
New Hampshire who brought to my attention the same point that
the Senator from Iowa presents. t we are altogether differ-
ently situated in the Western country from what they are in New
England, where the villages are alinost adjoining one another.
‘We have some counties in Kansas as large as the entire State
which the honorable Senator from Vermont so ably represents in
this Chamber. We have large areas to travel over in order to
reach the office of internal-revenue collector. From the south-
western portion of the State of Kansas, to reach Leavenworth,
where the internal-revenue commissioner has his office, we wonld
have to travel 450 miles in a dirvect line. Sothecollecting of infor-
mation from the office of the internal-revenue collector isnot a mat-
ter of ease and comfort. But the county seat is not many miles
away, and under our laws the probate judge, whose office is at the
county seat, and he alone, is anthorized to issue permits to sell
lignor. Wecango tothat office withontmuch trouble. Headver-
tises in the county Eapera before the it is issued, setting forth
the application of Richard Roe or John Doe for authority to sell
liguors, and to any person opposed toititis notice, and itisa public
record easy of access. But 1t is not so in the case of the revenue
collector.

Mr. GALLINGER. I desire simply to ask a question. I think
I am correct in stating that some persons in my State have pro-
tested against what the Senator desires to accomplish on the very
ground the Senator from Iowa has raised—that the tax receipt is
additional I{)root in the prosecution of these cases.

Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire to add that in my State the
moment it is ascertained a man has taken out a license he is pros-
ecuted by the State officers.

Mr. PEFFER. Ionly want to say a single word by way of ad-
dition. The nearness of the citizens of the New England States
to the internal revenue office is a great point in favor of their
argument, while the great distance of the office from most of our
pe_«ir%le in the West is an argnment against it.

e VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to the
Committee on Finance,

My, CHILTON. Inconnectionwith the subject to which the Sen-
ator from Kansas refers, I t the petition of W. H. Ketchum
and sundry other citizens of Wichita County, Tex., and the peti-
tion of A. Tulloh and sundry other citizens of Parker County,

Tex., praying for the enactment of legislation prohibiting United

States revenue licenses from being issued in local-option districts,

Imove that the petitions be referred to the Committee on Finance,
The motion was agreed to,

MISSISSIPPI RIVER BRIDGE AT ST. LOUIS.

Mr. VEST. 1 ask the Senate to take up for consideration House
bill 2608, a bridge bill about which I desire a conference with the
;iouse of Representatives. 1 is important to have an early con-

erence.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Thebillwill be read for information.

The. read the bill (H. R. 2688) authorizing the con-
struction of a bridge over the Mississippi River to the city of St.
Louis, in the State of Missouri, from some suitable point between
the north line of St. Clair County, I1l., and the southwest line of
said county, which had been reported from the Committee on
Commerce with amendments.

Mr. CULLOM. I did not desire to interrupt the reading of the
bill before it was concluded, so that the time of the Senate might
not be again taken up in its readmgl, but as I was not aware that
the Dbill had been brought in from the committee, I should like to
have the Senator from Missouri let it lie upon the table until I can
have time to look at it before it is passed nupon by the Senate. I
have no desire to delay the measure, but it is a very im i
bill, about which there seems to have been a good deal of contro-
versy for some time past, and I should be glad to have an oppor-
tunity to look at the provisions of the bill before it is finally con-
sidered by the Senate. It has now been read, and if the Senator
will allow it to lie on the table for the present I will see him fur-
ther on the subject, and he can call it up hereafter.

Mr. VEST. Of course, I can not decline such a request. My
onﬁrolg’ect is to get the bill into conference.

. CULLOM. I am aware of it.

Mr. VEST. We have passed the bill through the Senate twice;
it has passed through the House twice; and the two bodies have
been unable to agree upon a measure.

Mr. CULLOM. As Icanght the readingof the bill, I infer that
this is not exactly the bill that was passed by the Senate before.

Mr. VEST. It is not the bill the Senate passed at the present
session. It is the same bill that the House ﬁwﬂ in the last Con-
gress and sent tous. We a bill at present session and
sent it to the House, and they have sent back to us the bill which
they passed in the last ess.

Mr. CULLOM. 8o I understand.

Mr. VEST. It never can be adjusted except by a conference.

_Mr, CULLOM. I have no doubt that is true, but at the same
time I should like to satisfy myself that the bill is as we want it
before it Eggts into conference at all.

Mr. VEST. I wish to say to the Senator from Illinois that the
Committee on Commerce had a special ing upon this bill.
They notified all the parties interested to come before us, which
they did, and we heard them patiently and carefully and cross-
examined them; and the bill which we have reported is the best
we can ibly dounder the circumstances.

Mr. CULLOM. Iinguireof the Senator from Missouri if it was
developed after the hearing or pending it that the bill satisfies both
elements that came before the committee for a hearing?

_Mr. VEST. No; it is impossible to make a bill that does. The
river interests want one thing and the railroad interests want an-
other; and then the interest in which I am more interested than
any other, the paotﬁ.le of East St. Louis and the city of St. Louis,
the large body of the produncers, want a bill entirely different from
the measure either of the other interests wants. We had the diffi-
cult task before us of making a bill which we thought would be
just to agfuuea

Mr. CULLOM. The interest that I represent is the people of
Illinois, and I have no special interest except to deal fairly with
the railroads or any other corparation.

Mr. VEST, This bill is the very best we can possibly do, and
if there is no objection to it I shonld like—

Mr. CULLOM. If the Senator will allow it to lie on the table
for a time I should be glad.

Mr. VEST, I shall callif up as soon as possible, for I want to
get it into conference.

A. P. BROWN.

Mr. GEAR. I ask leave to call up the bill (H. R.1602) for the
relief of A. P. Brown, late postmaster at Le Mars, Towa.
By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the
‘Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. Tt proposes to pay $888.98
for the purpose of reimbursing A. P. Brown, late postmaster at
Le Mars, Iowa, for loss sustained by reason of burglary of post-
age stamps and money from that post-office on January 9, 1
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed.
o ORDER OF BUSINESS,
.QUAY. Idesiretocallupfor the bill (S. 759) grant-
inm?énsiontocarﬂa& M . e g .
. SEWELL., Will the Senator allow me to submit a report?
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed until morn-
ing business is completed. The Chair will recognize the Senator
from Pennsylvania upon the conclusion of the morning business.

Mr, CUL]ZOM. I rise to make an inquiry rather than for any
other purpose. I understand that yesterdayevening an agreement
was made by unanimous consent to proceed to the consideration
of the bond resolution immediately after the morning business to-
day. There seems to be a disposition to call up bills, and there-
fore I ask leave to call up the conference report on thelegislative,
ete., appropriation bill, if it is in order to do so.

Mr. SEIE?RMAN. A conference report is always in order.

Mr. BATE. 1 suggest that the conference report has just been
Jaid on our tables, and we have hardly had time to investigateit.
1 suggest to the Senator that he had better defer it. It wentover
in order to be printed, and the object of the delay would be de-
feated if Senators are not given an opportunity to look at it before
the report is called up.

Mr. CULLOM. I have mno objection to waiting, if that is the
desire of the Senate, but it seems to me we ought to get along
with the appropriation bills at some time or other.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES,

Mr. SEWELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to
whom was referred the bill (S.813) for the relief of Annie R.
Chesley, reported adversely thereon; and the bill was postponed
indefinitely.

Mr, PAE{CO‘ from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was
referred the bill (S.2978) to provide an American register for the
steamer AMenemsha, repo it without amendment, and sub-
mitted a report thereon.

He also, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred
the bill (S. 1623) for the relief of Cumberland Female College, of
McMinnville, Tenn., reported it with amendments, and submitted
a report thereon.

. PALMER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to
whom was referred the bill (8. 586) to fix the rank and pay of
certain retired officers of the United States Army, reported ad-
versely thereon; and the bill was postponed indefinitely.

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the
bill (8. 1368) prescribing the qualifications of soldiers and marines
of the Uni States, and for other purposes, reported adversely
thereon; and the bill was postponed indefinitely.

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom
were referred the foilowir;ﬁ bills, reported them severally without
amendment, and submitted reports thereon:

A Dbill (H. R. 2605) granting a pension to Henry V. Andrews, of
Fulton County, I11., asurvivor of the Black Hawk war;

A bill (H. R.3221) granting a pension to John Dalton;

Ad bill (H.R.3234) granting a pension to Williamson Durley;
= :

A Dbill éH. R, 5854) granting a pension to John Caster.

Mr. SHOUP, from the Committeeon Military Affairs, to whom
was referred the bill (H. R.128) for the relief of Henry H. Schraw-
dgr. reported it without amendment, and submitted a report
thereon. d

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the
bill (H. R.5481) to restore the lands embraced in the Fort Lewis
Military Reservation, in the State of Colorado, to the public do-
main, asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and
that it be referred to the Committee on Public Lands; which was

to.

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the
bill (H. R. 2054) to correct the military record of Charles W.
Rinehardt and to grant him an honorable discharge, asked to be
discharged from its further consideration, and that it be referred
to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which was agreed to.

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom
was referred the bill (H. R. 4787) to establish the port of Con-
neaut, in the State of Ohio, as a subport of entry in the district
of Cuyahoga, in said State of Ohio, reported it without amend-
ment.

Mr, VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was
referred the bill (H. R. 7973) to establish a railroad bridge across
the I{:llinois River near Grafton, Ill., reported it without amend-
ment,

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was
referred the bill (8. 2080) to provide a life-saving station at or
near Point Bonita, at the Golé::n Gate, in the State of California,
reported it withont amendment, and submitted a report thereon.

r. ALLEN. Iask unanimous consent to call up for consider-
ation at this time the bill (S. 1035) aunthorizing the Sioux City and
Omaha Railway Company to construct and operate a raillway
through the Omaha and Winnebago Reservation, in Thurston
County, Nebr., and for other puré)oseﬁ. It will not lead toany dis-
cussion. It is a mere matter of form.

Mr. GALLINGER. I suggest that the morning business ought
to be concluded.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning business has not yet
been concluded. Bills and joint resolutions are next in order.

Mr. GALLINGER. When the order of resolutions is reached,
I desire to submit a resolution,

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. TURPIE (for Mr. VoorHEES) introduced a bill (8. 3082) to
remove the charge of desertion from the military record of John-
son (ilbert; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac-
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions.

He also (for Mr. VoorHEES) introduced a bill (S.5083) grant-
ing an increase of pension to Isaac D. Campbell; which was read
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to
the Committee on Pensions.

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (S.38084) for the
relief of Lizzie Hagny. as inistratrix of the estate of Frank
B. Smith, deceased; which was read twice by its title, and, with
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Post-
Offices and Post-Roads.

Mr. S%UI.RE introduced a bill (S.3085) ting a pension to
Burton Packard; which was read twice by its title, and referred
to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S.3086) to amend the militars
record of John H. Lamson; which was read twice by its title, an
referred to the Committee on Mili Affairs,

He also introduced a bill (8. 3087) to incorporate the National
Society of Colonial Dames of America; which was read twice by
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Library.

AMENDMENT TO RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr, MITCHELL of Oregon submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the river and harbor appropriation bill;
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered
to be printed.

DELAY IN SEED DISTRIBUTION,

Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following resolution; which
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Secretary of Agricultura be directed to immediately
communicate to the Senate the reasons for the delay in supplying seeds for

distribution.
ORDER OF PROCEDURE.

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to call the attention of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H. R. 1743) for the relief of the widow of Thomas
L. Young. It will take but a moment to put the bill on its pas-

sage.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning business is closed.

Mr. QUAY. Mr, President—

Mr. SHERMAN. It will take but a moment.

Mr, HARRIS. A unanimous-consentagreement was made late
yesterday evening that immediately after the routine business
this morning the resolution proposed by the Senator from Kan-
sas should be taken up and proceeded with and the final vote
taken not later than 4 o’clock to-day.

Mr. SHERMAN. I was not present atthe time the agreement
was made. I am willing to abide by it, but I hope this bill will
be allowed fo pass. If will take but a moment. It proposes to
allow the widow of a gallant soldier about four or five hundred
dollars back pay.

Mr. HARRIS. I statethefact. I shall not object. I have not
a word to say upon the pending resolution, but the unanimous-
consent agreement requires a final vote at 4 o’clock. 1 give notice
to the Senate that that is the agreement and it will be insisted
upon.

er. SHERMAN., Well, I will not violate an
{;Jli:ﬁ kind, although I hoped that the Senate woultf

agreement of
pass this little
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE,

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J.
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House returned
to the Senate, in compliance with its request, the bill (S. 862) for
the relief of the receivers of the Towboat Association of New
Orleans, La

The message also requested the Senate to furnish the House
with a duplicate engrossed copy of the bill (8. 2501) for the relief
of James Sims, of ﬁmha]l unty, Miss., the original having
been lost or misplaced.

The message further announced that the House had agreed to
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7395) to authorize
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States to reconvelag to
the former ownersa certain tract of landin Valverde County, Tex.

The message also announced that the House had disagreed to
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 8013) to amend
section 4131 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, to im-

rove the merchant-marine engineer service, and thereby also to
increase the efficiency of the Naval Reserve; agreed to the con-
ference asked for by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. PAYNE, Mr. HOPKINS,
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and Mr. CooPER of Florida managers at the conference on the
part of the House.

The message further announced that the House had disagreed
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7542) making
appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1897, and for other purposes; asked a conference with
the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon,
and had appointed Mr. BOUTELLE, Mr. RoBiNsoN of Pennsylvania,
ﬂld Mr. CuMMINGS managers at the conference on the part of the

ouse.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

The message also announced that the Speaker of the Hounse had
signed thefollowing enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed
by the Vice-President: ’

A bill (8. 129) for the relief of Capt. George H. Perkins;

A bill (8. 661) to amend section 2880 of the Revised Statutes of
the United States, fixing a time for vessels to unlade;

A bill (8. 1846) anthorizing and directing the Secretary of the
Navy to donate condemned cannon to Custer Post, Grand Army
of the Republic, at Leavenworth, Kans., and Mathies Post, Grand
Armg of the Republic, at Burlington, Iowa; x

A bill (S. 1872) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to
exchange in behalf of the United States the tract of land at Choc-
taw Point, Mobile Gount{), Ala., now belongni to the United
States and held for light-hounse Bgrpoaes, with the Mobile, Jack-
son and Kansas Cit ilroad Company for any other tract or

1 of land in said county equally well or better adapted to nse

or light-house purposes;
ate marriages in the District of Co-

urp
A Dbill (S. 1904) to T
lumbia;

A bill (H. R. 152) granting a pension to Mary Ann Trac]!zl-:n ‘

A bill (H. R. 491) granting an increase of pension to ncis
‘Walsh, of Stockham, Nebr.;

A bill (H. R. 872) for the relief of James Duke;

A bill (H. R. 577) granting a pension to Lydia A. Taft;

A bill (H. R. 1139) granting a pension to Caroline D. howatt-;

A bill (H. R. 1889) granting an honorable discharge to F. L.
Taylor from December 2, 1864;

A bill (H. R. 2735) for the relief of Enoch Davis;

A bill (H. R. 8018) to amend the act approved March 3, 1801,
granting the right of way upon the public lands for reservoir and
canallﬁlurgms;

A (H. R. 3544) empowering and directing the Secretary of
the Navy to furnish not more than four pieces of condemned can-
non to the village of New Rochelle, N. Y.;

A bill (H. R. 4456) to authorize and direct the Secretary of the
Navy to donate one condemned cannon and four pyramids of con-
demned cannon balls to the cemetery association in the city of
St. Paunl, Minn., to be used at or near the foot of the soldiers’
monument in said cemetery;

Arbill (H. R. 4887) granfing a pension to Sarah G. Ives;

A bill (H. R. 4968) g'mnting a pension to Helen A, Jackman,
dependent daughter of Lieut. William Jackman, late of Company
I, Fourteenth iment of Maine Volunteers;

A bill (H. R. 5254) granting an increase of pension to Ebenezer
G. Howell, late a private in Company F, One hundred and sixtieth
New York Volunteers; and

A bill (H. R. 6503) to revive and reenact an act to authorize the
construction of a free bridge across the Arkansas River, connect-
ing Little Rock and Argenta.

JAMES SIMS.

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the request of
the House of Representatives for a duplicate en ed copy of
the bill (8.2501) for the relief of James Sims, of Marshall County,
Migs.; and, by unanimous consent, the request was ordered to be
complied with.

PROPOSED INVESTIGATION OF BOND SALES,

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the
resolution of the Senator from Kansas.

The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution submit-
ted by Mr. PEFFER, ﬁroviding for investigation generally of all
the material facts and circumstances connected with the sale of
United States bonds by the Secretary of the Treasury in the years
1894, 1895, and 1896,

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on ¥reeing to the
resolution as amended, on which the Senator from New York [Mr.
Hiry] is entitled to the floor.

Mr. PALMER. Will the Senator from New York yield to me
for a very short time to take part in the discussion of the resolu-
tion?

Mr. HILL. I have no objection,if I can have the floor when
the Senator from Illinois gets through. -

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Illinois will pro-

ceed.
Mr, PALMER. Mr, President, I was gratified yesterday after-

noon to listen to the very frank and explicit statement of the Sena-
tor from Missouri [Mr. VEst]. He said that if the policy of the
maintenance of the existing gold standard was to be maintained,
then there was no room for questioning the conduct of the Secre-
tary of the Treasury. Ihave felt that that was the real guestion
involved in this discussion, and that the animus of the resolution
progosed by the Senator from Kansas was toaffect the public mind
with reference to that question.

I do not suppose that any Senator guestions the integrity of the
Secretary of the Treasury. His judgment may possibly be dis-
?uted or the correctness of his acts may be questioned. Perhaps

ought to except the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTI-
GREW] from that general statement. I have opposed this resolu-
tion because I believed, as I now believe, that 1t is an illegitimate
means of procuring the material to nnfavorably affect the public
mind in respect to these questions. .

Mr. President, no time in the history of this country required a
greater degree of frankness from representative public men than
the present. The temper, the feeling, and the interests of the
American people alike demand that the monetary policies of the
United States should be seftled in the approaching elections.
There ought to be now no disgunise on the part of political parties.
They ought to avow themselves frankly on this guestion, and no
incidental or improper or irrelevant influences ought to be in-
voked to distract the public attention from this most interesting
and most important question.

I regret to say that theteglatforms of both the Republican and
Democratic parties adopted by their national conventions in 1893,
which were thought at the time to be sufficiently clear and com-

rehensive, are not so. It is now conceded by all that the Repub-

ican platform adopted at Minneapolis in 1892 under existing con-
ditions can no longer berelied npon as a definition of the pending
issne between the snpporters of the existing legal and commerci

st 'ndard of value and the advocates of the standard of value
which would follow and be produced by the unlimited coinage of
enforced legal-tender silver ufmn the ratio of 16 to 1. The lan-
gua%'e of the financial-clause of the Republican platform adopted
at Minneapolis on the 10th day of June, 1892, is as follows:

The American people, from tradition and interest, favor bimetallism, and
the Republican party demands the use of both gold and silver as standard
money, with such restrictionsand under such {:roviaiqm. tobe determined by
legislation, as will secure the maintenance of the parity of values of the two
metals, so that the purchminqm:md debt-paying power of the dollar, whether
of silver, gold, or paper, shall be at all times equal. The interests of the pro-
ducers of the country, its farmers and its workingmen, demand that every
dollar, paper or coin, issned by the Government shall be as good asany other.
‘We commend the wise and patriotic steps already taken by our Government
to secure an international conference to aﬂoft such measures as will insure
a pui:éity of value between gold and silver for use as money throughout the
world.

But the Senator from Montana, chairman of the Republican
national committee and the official representative of that party,
in his late speech on this floor, supported the nnlimited coinage
of silver dollars, containing 4121 grains of standard silver, with
full legal-tender quality for all debts, public and private; and the
Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER], who assisted in the prepa-
ration of the Republican platform, and who, like the Senator from
Montana [Mr. CARTER], strenuously sapports the free coinage of
silver, agree in asserting that their opinions and conduct are alike
in perfect harmony with the Republican platform of 1892, And
some Democrats take the same liberty with the Democratie plat-
form adopted in Chicago on the 22d of June, 1892, which is as fol-

oWs:

Weo denounce the Republican legislation known as the Sherman Act of
1890 as a cowardly makeshift, franght with possibilities of danger in the
future, which should make all of its supporters as well as its author anxions
for its speedy repeal. :

As an expression of opinion it may be questioned; as a predic-
tion it is in a sense undoubtedly true.

We hold to the use of both gold and silver as the standard money of tha
country, and to the coinage ol h gold and silver without ﬁlacrlmina.tha
against either metal or ¢ for min ; but the dollar unit of ecinage
both metals must be of equal intrinsicand exchangeable value or be adjusted
through international agreement, or by such safeguards of legislation as
shall insure the maintenance of the parity of the two metals and the equal
power of every dollar at all times in the markets and in payments of g&m,
and we demand that all &npar currency shall be kept at par with and re-
deemable in such coin. e insist upon this policy as especially ne
for the protection of the farmers and labo tEB first and mos
def 1 victims of unstable money and a fluctuating currency.

The Democratic convention did not, like the convention of the
Republican party, puzzle itself nor attempt to puzzle the people
of the United States by professing devotion to that equivocal and
now uncertain doetrine termed * bimetallism,” but proceeded at
once to declare and define the Democratic doctrine as it was then
understood by the party. It demounced the ** Sherman Act of
1890,” which provided for the unending and pe al purchase
of silver bullion at its market price, with a pl by the Gov-
ernment to maintain a parity between the two metals, silver and
gold, as *‘a cowardly makeshift, franght with possibilities of dan-
ﬁf,’ in the future.” It then declared that ** we hold to the use of

th gold and silver as the standard money of the country, but
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the dollar unit of coinage of both metals"—referring, of course,
to the unit of value established by the act of 1878— must be of

eqr?%l intrinsic and exchangeable value.”

is 1 was understood by the whole country to commit

the Democratic party to the maintenance of the value and ac-

oepmbﬂit{{of the silver coin with the gold coinage under the act

of 1873. there was at any time any doubf as to the position of

the Democratic party on this subject, or as to the meaning of the
orm, it was removed by the emphatic language of the candi-

te nominated for the Presidency by the same convention.

In his letter of acceptance he said:

® ¢ % The ple are cntitled to sound and honest money, abundantly
gafficient in volume to arégplg] their business needs.

But whatever may be the form of the ‘s currency, national or State,
whether gold, silver, or paper, it should be so regulated and guarded by -
ernmental action or by wise and carefnl laws that no one can be deindyeau as
to the certainty and stability of its valne. * * * Every dollar put into
the hands of th‘ab})ooplo should be of the same intrinsic value or purchasing
ﬁwr. With this condition absolutely guaranteed, both gold silver can

m{%nﬁljm gﬁp eqbunl ferms in the adjustment of our currency.

In dealing with subject no selfish scheme should ba allowed to inter-
wvene, and no donbtful experiment should be attempted. The wants of onr
m&f]& arising from the defieieney or imperfect distribution of eireu-

ought to be fully and honestly recognized and efficiently ed.

1t sh however, constantly remembered that the inconvenience or
loss that might arise from such a situation can be easier borne than the uni-
versal distress which must follow a diseredited currency.

And the present distingmished Vice-President, in his letter ac-
cepting the nomination, after indorsing what hadbeen written b
Mr, Cleveland, and still speaking for the Democracy of the Uni
States, said:

® & & The convention also declared its position on the eurrency ques-
tion in no ummesning words. To. this plain and unequivocal declaration in
favor of sound, honest money I subscribe without reservation or qualification.
A esafe circulating medinm is ats-lutely essential to the protectionof the busi-
ness interests of our country, while to the

Jmportant that every dollar, whatever its fi
pocket shall be of equal, unguestioned, and
and of equal purchasing power.

After these resolutions adopted by the convention in favor of

earner or the farmer it is all
that finds its way into his
versal exchangeable value

maintaining the equal value of every dollar coined under the
auathori the United States, and with the full knowledge that
the act of 1873 made the gold piece containing 25.8 grains of stand-

ard gold the unit of value, and the gold coinage of the United
States, predicated upon thatunit, the standard of value, the Dem-
ocratic candidates, in their letters of ce, covered the whole
ground of theresolutions, and committed themselves, in substance
and effect, to that which was then and still is the Demnocratic doe-
trine—that every dollar coined or issned under the anthority of the
United States, whether of silver or paper, should have a value at
31: bﬁne& equal to gold coin in the mar and in the payment of

Mr. Cleveland was elected to the Presidency upon that as well
as other important issues, and since his accession to that high
office, aided by that distinguished Democrat and stateaman, that

mure and honest man, John G. Carlisle, and in spite of opposition
¥rom unexpected quarters, has steadily and conscientiously, to the
full extent of his constitutional powers, adhered to and sought to
maintain the doctrine of the Chicago platform as interpreted in
his letter of acceptance. .

But, Mr. President, the *“world do move,” and the meaning of
words changes in their practical application to altered conditions,
and it is now very certain that the American people no longer
rely upon the money resolutions of the Minneapolis and Chicago
conventions for an accurate definition of the issue which they
intend to settle in the approaching Presidential and Congressional
elections. Mr. President, our countrymen areintensely practical,
and from that canse prefer to consider concrete measures pro
to them rather than to speculate npon abstract and remote results.

Those who favor the unlimited eoinage of silver at the ratio of
16 to 1, with enforced legal-tender quality for the payment of all
debts, public and private, tender to the country a single issue
which in itself is clear, and in its language plain and easily under-
stood, and from which every man can hope for such advantages
to himself as his reason or even his imagination can suggest.
The operative miners want employment and wages which they
promise themselves from the unlimited coinage of silver. The cor-

tions and capiralists who own both the gold and the silver
ullion anticipate from the tion of the free-coinage measure
an improved local market for silver. They know that their
d will find a remunerative price either from the necessities of
ose who have incurred gold obligations or in all commercial
countries where the gold standard of value is i Some
want and promise themselves cheaper money and higher prices;
others, reckless of consequences, desire place, and stillothers hope
for personal advantages growing ouf of the confusion which will
attend the disturbance of values and depreciation in the standard
of value as a consequence of the free coinage of silver.

The advocates of free coinage are bold leaders and expect, not
altogether without reason, to control the national conventions of
both political parties; but, doubtful of success, some of them are
willing to offer to manufacturers protection by tariffs in exchange

for advantages for silver bullion. No danger now more serio

usly
threatens the American people than does a probable and possibly
successful combination between two powerful and corrupt prop-
erty interests, the one demanding that the consumers of the nec-
essaries and conveniences of life shall be taxed to pagr profits to
the manufacturers and the other anxions fto expel gold coin from
use in the United States, where it obstructs the use aud depresses
the price of silver in the local market.

That the apprehensions I have expressed are not wholly without
foundation, I need only remind the Senate of a scene which oec-
curred here lately in which the Senator from Nebraska and the
Senator from Connecticut were actors, and to the speeches of the
chairman of the Republican national committee and the Repub-
lican Senators from the silver States, who, in avowing their devo-
tion to the doctrine of protection, said nothing ‘‘ unmaidenly,” but
still held out hopesof an ultimate treaty for the advantage of both
contracting parties.

I also send to the Secretary and ask him to read a clipping from
one of the newspapers of this city, which affords an intimation

touching the same point.
The VICE-PR ENT. The Secretary will read as requested.
The Secretary read as follows:

u;;f ith th : sil u[-g:cn w;smpmwho tudin ‘tvl w ﬂ?]n(lb i 5
arence w e silver o i L] A of ca’

ital,"said Mr. W. T. Prince, of Philadelphia, at the Normandle. ** They are the
men who furnished ‘the fat* that John Wanamaker collected in the Harri-

Son cam: of 1888, They are willing to put up again, but they munst have
the stron assurance that they wilfgetn nBi pro befi -5 Presi-
dential ticket gets a dollar of their money. ‘g*hair b ess is atagnant, and
the immediate future holds no promise.” If they can make terms with the
silver people whereby protection will be givene&am, bh.uynmwﬂlmﬁr e,
anxiouns, to strike an agreement. They understand fully that no tar %ﬂli
can pass both Houses of Con unless concessions are made to the white
metal, for the champions of silver in the Senate are masters of the situation.
It is a cold matter of business with these textile millionaires, and they are
ee%erm ve and take. They do not think free silver is an unmitigated evil,
and some must be done to start the wheels of e OGS more.

**Ilook on this conference aﬂl.ﬂ:e? to prove of far-reaching importance. It
may mean the pa out of an independent silver tickes, with a platform of
one plank—silver and protection. Such a ticket will prove vastly attractive
to thousands of voters, and if headed Ig:ksnch aman as DoN CAMEROX would
be dangerous to any regular partisan et that eould be put out.”

Mr. PALMER. Mr. President, the existing standard of value
Eln I‘rigg Urll(ilbed Staot?s t!i:a Anm-rli:.:anf 5-2?’1% eoinage.fo! which the one-
0 gold piece weight of 25.8 grains of standard gold is
the: tatt:  Fhis amertod Taot will 1ot be deded. 1 Wi st
lished by the act of 1873, and has been maintained by the policy

pursued by the Department under all Administrations
gtr;ctz& that act and by the course of business throughout the United

It was confirmed by the act of February 28, 1878, which, under
the deceptive title of ‘*An act to anthorize the coinage of the stand-
ard silver dollar and to restore thel:sal-bender character thereof,”
grovided ‘“that there shall be coined at the mints of the United

tates silver dollars of the weight of 4121 grains of standard silver,
which coin, together with all silver dollars heretofore coined by
the United States of like weight and fineness, shall be a legal ten-
der at their noniinal value for all debts, public and private, except
where oth 1-l:m;:t?r«ms'ly stipulated in the contract.” And it
was further di by the act that the Seeretary of the Treasury
should purchase from time to time silver bullion at the market
price thereof, not less than $2,000,000 worth month nor more
than $4,000,000 worth per month, and cause same to be coined
monthly, as fast as so purchased, into such dollars. This act rec-
ognized the standard of value established by the act of 1878 by
referring to the market value of silver bullion, which could, of
course, be eﬁr&seti only in terms of gold. The same is true of
the act of July 14,1890. That act, in addition to anthorizing the
Secretary of the Treasury to purchase silver bullion at the market
price thereof, which must, of course, have reference to the gold
price of silver bullion, treating it as a mere commodity, anthor-
ized the issue of Treasury notes in pagmant. for purchases of silver
bullion to the amount of the cost of the silver bullion, and the
Trea.s'urly notes issued in pursuance of the act were given only
limited legal-tender qualities. Thisact contains aprovision that—

Upon the demand of the holder of any of the Treuu:ﬁnntea herein pro-
vided for, the Secretary of the Treas under such regulations as he
may prescribe, redeem such notes in gold or silver coin, at his discretion.

And then follows, in the same connection, and as a part of the
same sentence, the controlling mandatory declaration:

It being the e_stauiaha::cgoiicy of the United States to maintain the two
metals on a parity with other upon the present legal ratio or such ratio
as may be provided by law.

The act of Novempber 1, 1893, which repeals so much of the act
of July 14, 1890, as directs the Secretary of the Treasury to * pur-
chase from time to time silver bullion and issue in payment of
such purchases Treasury notes,” again asserts the policy of the
United States to continue the use of gold and silver as standard
moneiof equal intringic and exchangeable value; and it asserts
that the efforts of the Government should be steadily directed to
the establishment of such a safe system of bimetallism *“as will
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maintain at all times. the equal power of every dollar coined or
iéas‘t;ed by the United States in the markets and in the payment of
ebts.”

The policy of the Secretary of the Treasury in the administra-
tion of the laws providing for the paymentof the public debtsand
obligations has been based upon the idea and intended to promote
the policy of the maintenance of the standard of value established
by the act of 1873,

It is asserted that the public debt, inclnding what are termed
¢ greenbacks,” and the Treasury notesissued under the act of July
14, 1880, ‘“are by their terms payablein coin.” The Secretaries of
the Treasury under all Administrations have, in order to main-
tain the standard of values established by the act of 1873 and to
maintain the parity between the twometals, and in that way keep
the pledge given to the public, allowed creditors the option of pay-
ment in gold or silver coin, at the diseretion of the creditor. M
object thus far has been to prove that there exists in the Uni
States a ‘‘legal and commercial standard of value.”

The second point I present for the consideration of the Senate
and the country is that the ‘* unlimited coinage” by the United
States of silver dollars of 412} grains of standard silver with forced
legal-tender quality for all debts, public and private, would sub-
vert the existing legal and commercial standarg of value by estab-
lishing a standard of value based upon silver coinage only. The
truth of this can not truthfully and will not, as I suppose, be de-
nied. It has not been denied on this floor. The Senator from
Missouri . CoCKRELL]), who is one of the ablest and most earn-
est of the friends of the unlimited coinage of silver dollars contain-
ing 4124 grains of standard silver with legal-tender quality, in his
e&aust;ive speecir in the Senate on the 13th of March its as
much, for he expressly declared that one of the desirable objects

to be accomplished by the free coinage of silver by the
TUnited States alone is to destroy the gold standard of valoe and
substitute another standard in its place. He did not claim that
free coinage would enhance the value of the silver dollaé;}yropoaed
to be coined to an equal commercial value and acc ility with
the gold dollar of American coinage, for that wo be to main-
tain the gold standard, but his insistance was that free coinage
would s'nga.nce the value of the silver dollar **some ™ and depre-
ciate the value of the gold dollar ‘‘ some,” so that by the enhance-
ment of the value of the one and a reduction of the value of the
other the two would reach a point of value common to both. It
seems a logical conclusion from the opinion thus expressed by the
Senator from Missouri that the point at which the coins of the
two metals would become equal in value would necessarily there-
after be the standard of value.

Without availing myself of the admission of the Senator from
Missouri, I Eginmn tha}t the unlhgl;lbed co'th of silver tzghlgrs
containing grains of standard silver with forced legal- er
quality for all debts, public and private, would subvert the exist-
inglegal and commercial standard of value, not in the manner the
disti ed Senator supposes, but by causing the disuse of gold
coin in all ordinary legal and commercial transactions.

Congressional legislation with respect to the coinage of silver
must of necessity be local in its direct effect npon the value of
gilver bullion. It may be admitted that legislation may add
“gome ” to its commercial value by conferring upon silver coin
the full legal-tender quality, but it is impossible, as is conceded
by him, by an act of [bongreas alone to make silver dollars equal
in eommercial value or acceptability to the dollar of gold. There-
fore under the ation of unlimited-coinage laws nﬁ'rgn the pro-
posed ratio gold wounld become a commodity, and like all com-
modities it would seek the best market, and that best market
would be found, not in the United States, but in commercial coun-
tries where silver is not favored by partial local laws. The Sen-
ator from Missouri, like all other advocates of the free coinage of
gilver upon the ratio of 16 to 1, denounces and condemns what
they accurately enough call the gold standard of value, which, by
the way, is the exis standard, and advocates another or some
other standard of value which would be determined by money
more easily obtained than gold coin, and therefore of less com-
mercial valne than gold.

The Senator proposes to reach the future standard of value by
a policy which would lessen or depreciate gold in the United
States to a t at which it would meet the e ced price which
would be given tosilver coin by an act of the American Congress,
and when the coins of the {wo metals became or reached a com-
mon value the country would have the bimetallic standard.

I will not at present attempt to show the vanity of this hope of
the Senator, or in what respects it runs counter to all that is
known of the science of money or the experience of the world,
but will now attend to the single consideration of the fact that
this most favorable view of the effect of the free and unlimited
coinage of legal-tender silver wonld result in the disturbance of
all values, prodnce infinite confusion, and practically revolution-
ize not only the business relations of the people of the United
States with each other but with all foreign countries.

I do not wish to treat the theory advanced by the Senator from

| Missouri and others who agree
| for gold wo

with. him in favoring the free
coi of leugal»tender silver on the proposed ratio too serionsly,
d dls&gpear from cir ion and would in that way

and no other contribute to an increase in the value of silver coin.
The unlimited coinage of silver, with legal-tender quality, on
the ratio of 16 to 1 wonld operate precisely as would a law pro-
hibiting the coinage or use of gold coin in the United States, and

| give to silver the monopoly of American coinage.

I return to the proposition that silver coin would rise in value
by the depreciation or disaggeamnce of gold coin. It will be ob-
served that no one of the advocates of coinage professes to
know or predict what would be the.exact relation between the
standard of value now existing and the standard which would be
produced by the policy they propose.

I ask, Will free coinage produce a silver dollar worth 50, 60, 70,
80, or 80 cents as compara{)withthﬁ gold dollar? Will the Sena-
tor from Missouri or any other Senator tell me? Will the Senator
from Nevada give the country the benefit of his opinion upon this
most i nt point?

Mr. STEWART. Does the Senator want an answer now?

Mr. PALMER. Yes; at thismoment. I should be gratified to
have it now.

Mr. STEWART. I should hope that the relative value of the
coins of both gold and silver wonld be less than the present value
of gold; that is, I should hope that the addition of silver coin as
standard money would increase the volume of standard money—
which controls the volume of all ether moneys and of credit—to
such an extent as would stop the fall in prices and make it profit-
able again to enter into business. To just what extent it would
do thatis, of course, uncertain. Itwould takea very large amount
of silver to largely advance prices. We had some experience in
that line when we had a money famine by reason of the Spanish-
American wars for nearly half a century, and prices had fallen in
consequence thereof about 50 per cent; in other words, coin had
advanced 100 per cent, had doubled in its purchasing power, and
had advan almost as much as gold has adva.nca‘:fo since the
demonetization of silver during that half a century. It was a
sore trial to the Old World. e stood it better than they did on
account of the new lands in the Mississippi Valley, which were
being settled at that time; but the annunal product which was
being received amounted, on the average, dnrin% that period, from
1810 to 1850, to about $40,000,000 per annum of the two metals.
There was a little more than that between 1845 and 1830, in con-
sequence of some discoveries in Russgia. In two years from the
discoveries the annual product of the two metals rose io over
$200,000,000. The product of gold alone rose to about $190,000,000
or $§196,000,000, so the produet of both metals was over $200,-
000,000. That increase of snpply went on. It kept up during the
first decade, and, in fact. kept up for twenty years. This vast
increase, which almost gquadrupled the output, and in twenty
years doubled the standard coin of the world practically, did not
raise prices more than from 18 to 24 per cent. The new activities
absorbed them rapidly. There was a great boom in property, the
world was set to creating property, and more prosperity was occa-
sioned than had been the case in any century.

The guestion as to how t an extent the silver we could ob-
tain would advance pricesit is impossible to determine. It would
not advance them so much, I am afraid, as we hope, for the rea-
gon that all the silver—

Mr. DUBOIS. The Senatoris not answering the question. The
Senator from Illineis wants to know what the relative value of
silver and gold would be if the mints were ed tothe free coin-
age of both—what would be the commercial value?

Mr. STEWART. I thought the Senator from Illincis wanted
to know what would be the relative value of our present standard
with the standard we shonld have by adopting the two.

Mr. VEST. Will the Senator from Nevada permit me?

Mr. STEWART. I want to answer the question of the Senator
from Illinois,

Mr. VEST. I want to understand the question.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HarRris in the chair). Dothe
Senator from Illinois and the Senator from Nevada yield to the
Senator from Missouri?

Mr. PALMER. I {leld with pleasure.

Mr. STEWART. [ will also yield to the Senator.

Mr. VEST. 1simply want to ask the Senator from Hlinois, in
order to understand him, Does he refer to what is called the com-
mercial value of silver and gold, or does he refer to the legal-
tender value?

Mr. PALMER. The commercial value.

Mr, VEST. Then the Senator’s question is, What would be the
effect of opening the mints to the free and unlimited coinage of
silver on the commereial value of the two coins, the gold dollar
and the silver dollar?

Mr. DUBOIS. In other words, the Senator from 1linois wants
to ha{; stated whether silver would be worth 50,60, 70, or 80 cents
in gold. .

Mr. STEWART. Iwilladdress myself tothat point, I did not
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go understand the question.
point.

I understood it to refer to another

The relative commercial value of the two metals, I think, would

be equalized at the ratio of 16 to 1 by opening the United States
mints. I have several reasons for that. In the first place, there
are now no bimetallic countries of any importance, if there are
any. France for seventy years maintained the equilibrium of
exchange between the two metals by keeping her mints open.
Not that France was able to take or that she did take of either
of the metals any considerable quantity, but the fact that she was
a bimetallic country and that any person in the world could obtain
a given price for his gold or hissilver as fixed by the French ratio
regulated the relative value of the metals throughout the world.
ow, if the United States, which relatively is quite as great as
France was during that time, should undertalie to pay a given and
fixed price for golﬁ and another fixed and given price for silver,it
would necessarily fix that price all over the world, for no one
would sell silver for less than the United States price, Thatis
the way it operated before. Knowing that the United States
would be able to take it all, that would satisfy everybody, and
create an equilibrium between the two, I have no doubt. And 1
have no doubt of that because the silver is now all absorbed.
There is not so large a q}mntit to be absorbed by the United
States as many suppose. It is all taken now and used. There is
no silver bullion in the world of any consequence, and the addi-
tional demand in the United States would take it to par. When
it was thought the United States was going to open its mints sil-
ver came very near going to par. On the mere idea that we were
to open our mints silver went to §1.21; but when it was ascer-
tained that our mints were not to be opened, that there was to be
a limitation upon silver, and when a combination was formed be-
tween the Director of the Mint and foreign bankers that there
should be no purchasers in the market axcet]ifnthe United States
and certain syndicates of foreign bankers, that fixed the price,
and they put it down where they pleased; but if the price had
been fixed by the openilﬁ of our mints silver would have gone to
Rar, Jbecanse nobody would have had any object in bringing silver
ere except to buy our commodities, and silver, therefore, wonld
have been at the same gll'lice everywhere else as here, and it would
not be brought here. ere is no doubt in my mind but that the
opening of our mints to the free coinage of silver would create a
parity between the two metals at the ratio of 16 to 1.

But I will say to my friend while I am on the floor that, if it
did not, we have the concurrent opinion of every bimetallist and
economist in Europe that it would be disastrous to Europe and to
our great advantage. They say that if we should open our mints
before an international agreement is secured Europe will be more
in danger from that than from anything else. A German writer,
in an article recently published advocating bimetallism and show-
ing the danger that E}umpe was in from the invasion of Asia by
having the manufacturing of the Western World transferred to
the Orient, stated that he looked upon that as a great calamity.
He says, ““ If the United States should act without us, ruin abso-
lute would come.” So there is no possible danger of injury to
the United States from opening our mints. It is the concur-
rent opinion of every bimetallist in Europe that we should be bene-
fited. They say we should all be benefited by an international
agreement, but if the United States alone should adopt the free-
coinage policy, the United States would receive the special benefit
and Europe would receive great injury. That is their concurrent
opinion. Whether it would equalize the commercial value of

e two metals or not is immaterial. It would operate to our
advan and its results must necessarily be good to this country.

Mr. PALMER. I asked a question—

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President——

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Illinois
yield to the Senator from North Carolina?
¥ gl_r PALMER. If the Senator desires to answer my question

0.

Mr. BUTLER. I wish,if the Senator will allow me, to suggest
that the Senator from New York [Mr. HiLL] has given a very apt
and appropriate answer to that question in his Elmira speech of
December 4, 1892, and inasmuch as this question is now up, if the
Senator from Illinois will allow me, I will have an extract read
from that speech.

Mr. PALR.[ER. If the extract is an answer to my guestion I
have no objection. :
i? Mr, BUTLER. Itis directly an answer to the Senator’s ques-

on.

Mr. PALMER. If the Senator will listen to my question, it is
this: Will free coinage produce a silver dollar worth 50, 60, 70, 80,
or 90 cents as compared with the Eold dollar?

If the extract the Senator wishes to read is an answer to my
question, I shall be very glad to hear it.

Mr. BUTLER. Do I understand the Senator’s question to be,
Will the free coinage of silver bring the bullion price of 4124 grains
of standard silver equal to 25.8 grains of standard gold?

Mr. PALMER. That is the opinion of the Senator.

Mr. BUTLER. That is the question. The Senator wants to
know if it will do it.

Mr. PALMER. No, I do not ask that. I ask what would be
the difference in the relative value of the two?

Mr. BUTLER. After we have free coinage?

Mr. PALMER. Yes, sir.

Mrh BUTLER. The Senator from New York in his Elmira
speech——

Mr. PALMER.
himself.

Mr. BUTLER. Ishould like toquote amost eminent anthority.

Mr. PALMER. I had asked the question, and if the Senator
has an answer to the question, I will yield to him for that pur-

The Senator might just as well answer me

pose.

Mr. BUTLER. Then I will give the answer in the language of
the Senator from New York instead of my own.

Mr. PALMER. I canread the answerof the Senator from New
tY;orh: myself if the Senator from North Carolina will furnish it

me.

Mr. BUTLER. In what the Senator from New York said in
that speech 1 fully concur, and therefore I can state it as m
opinion. Ina very able argument reviewing the Republican posi-
tion, showing that they had promised to make the intrinsic value
of the two metals e%taml and had failed, after criticising the Re-
publican methods, the Senator from New York said—

Mr. P ;I)ermit

hope

ALMER. The Senator from North Carolina will

gle_to say—I am not sure whether he is a lawyer or not;

eig— ;

}gr. BUTLER. I wishtoread whatthe Senator from New York
said,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Illinois
yield to the Senator from North Carolina?

Mr. PALMER. I am endeavoring——

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ﬁ'he Chair wishes to know
whether the Senator yields. '

Mr. PALMER. Oh, yes; I yield for an answer to my question.

Mr. BUTLER. I will read this answer made by the Senator

from New York, in which I conecur:

Did ever anﬁthing but free bimetallic ooimago. down to 1873, make our gold
and silver dollars equal by every test? Did ever free bimetallic coinage
down to 1873, for one hour fail make the silver dollar equal to the gold
dollar, whether at mint or erucible, or at any market in the wide world?

Then a little further on he says:

But to maintain a parity implies the existence of a parity. No parity ex-
ists between the two. Melt the fold coin and it can be reiyoineﬂ agatnya.nd
gﬂm,n gold dollar, for its private owner, becanse lgold has free coinage, and

.8 troy grains are the fixed weight of the gold dollar. Melt the silver
and it can not be recoined for its private owner. Itcan besold to the Treas-
ury, but for 75 cents or less, becanse silver has not free coinage, though 4124
troy grains of silver are indeed the present weight of the silver dollar.

Mr. PALMER. If the Senator understands himself to be an-
swering my question I state to him that, in my judgment, he is
not, and I decline to yield further. I ask this question because I
want a direct answer to it.

Mr, BUTLER. Then, here is something, if the Senator will
allow me, which bears directly on that question.

Mr. PALMER. The Senator will pardon me.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Illinois de-
c]llin!eis to yield further. The Senator from Illinois is entitled to
the floor.

Mr. PALMER. I haveasked a plain, direct question, to which
I have received an immense amount of wind in answer, not perti-
nent, and I decline to yield further.

The country should know what the expectations of the leaders
of the free-silver movement are on this subject. The Semator
from North Carolina gives me the views of the Senator from New
York. Iasked a specific and precise answer, and that ought to
be an end to the matter, because this question is a vital one. and
gentlemen who favor the free coinage of silver on the ratio of 16
to 1, if they mean anything else, if they mean that the free coin-
age of silver is a mere experiment, ought tosay so., The inferests
involved are too great to allow of a mere experiment. The advo-
cates of free coinage will not venture fo say to the people of the
United States, who are now considering this question so earnestly,
that they have no certain views upon the subject or that they
merely propose the unlimited coinage of silver as an experiment.
The interests involved are too great to allow of a mere experi-
ment. But, Mr. President, I venture the assertion that no leader
of the free-coinage movement will undertake to give a plain, pre-
cise answer to the question: *“ What will be the commercial value
of the silver dollar of 412} grains under unlimited coinage com-

with the present value of the dollar of gold?”

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, for fear the Senator should
think that we ncqbug'esce in that statement, I say emphatically the
silver dollar will be the equal of the gold dollar.

Mr. PALMER. What, then, did the Senator mean the other
day when he said that free coinage would increase the value of
silver some and depreciate the value of gold some?

coin
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Mr. COCKRELL. And bring them to an equality,

Mr. PALMER. An equality? Then I suppose the Senator will
agree with me that the point at which they me equal will be
the standard of value, and not the existing standard of value.
8till there is that indefiniteness about what point they will unite.

The importance of an answer to this question is found in the
fact that all values in the United States are now based upon and
are determined by American gold coin, and the further fact that
in the event of the enactment of a law authorizing the unlimited
coinage of silver dollars of 412} grains of standard silver with
full legal-tender gquality that dollar will be the standard of value.

The silver dollar will rise in value until it meets the descending
value of gold coin is the theory of the Senator from Missouri.
‘What Wﬂf be the exact relative value of the silver dollar when
the two coins become of equal value? What will be the exact
point of relative value when the silver dollar advances some and
the gold dollar recedes some? Where will they unite, and what
will be the standard of value when that point of union is reached?
I have said that all values are now determined by gold coin.
Then all values will he determined by silver coin; that is, as much
as sii:llver will rise, because gold will not remain to abide the com-
petition.

Let me assume that the value of the local American silver dollar
after free coinage will be 60 cents as compared with the gold dol-
lar—the present standard. I will accept any other comparative
value for the silver dollar which the Senator from Missounri will
distinetly name, though I have already offered to advance beyond
the 50-cent dollar, which it is thought by many will be its actual
commercial comparative value after free coinage of the silver dol-
lar. Upon the com tive basis of the 60-cent dollar the public
obligations of the United States of all kinds, including contracts
already made for the building of ships, the construction of harbor
defenses, the improvements of rivers and harbors, and for all other
public purposes, the bonds, the greenback circulation, the silver
certificates, and the Sherman notes would at once lose 40 per cent
of their present value. The invested educational funds of the
States, counties, cities, and school districts of the several States,
and the contributions of liberal persons, which now exceed $200,-
000,000, would at once depreciate 40 per cent, involving a loss of
eighty millions to that invaluable fund, most of which would fall
upon that most useful and ill-paid class, the teachers in the public
schools. Thepensionsgivenbya g—ra.teful country to the wounded,
maimed, and disabled soldiers and their widows and orphans, and
now amounting to about one hundred and forty millions, would
be lessened in purchasing power some $56,000,000. The funds in
the hands of trustees and guardians, the deposits by the indus-
trious in the savings banks, amounting to many hundreds of mil-
lions, would shnni in the same proportion. The wages of labor
would be shorn of nearly half their purchasing power; the hun-
dreds of millions iuveate(f by provident personsin life and property
insurance wounld be enormously lessened. defeating the sagacity of
the prudent, and the systems of national, State, and local revenue
and taxation would require readjustment to meet altered condi-
tions.

Mr. President, what are the advantages offered to the country
as an equivalent for adopting this startling alteration in the mon-
etary situation—an alteration which will affect and disturb the
social and business affairs of every person in the United States and
the political and commercial relations of the United States with
all other countries?

One of the resnlts Epromised the people by the adoption of the
unlimited coinage of silver with forced legal-tender quality for
all debts, public and private, is **more money,” ** higher prices.”

Mr, President, the effect of the free coi of gilver on the ratio
of 16 to 1" will be the disappearance of gold coin from the chan-
nels of circulation. Itnever been proved—at least, no instance
can be found in the commercial history of any countrty—where two
coins differing in commercial value, as the dollar of gold and the
dollar of silver, were in use at the same time. If is not possible.
The commercial instincts of men induce them to go to the best
market for their products; and the Senator from Nevada yester-
day, or on a former day, made the just remark that, notwithstand-
ing free coinage, the value of silver all over the world would be
the same. If the proposition of the Senator from Missouri is cor-
rect and if the Senator from Nevada is sound in his views, the
whole volume of silver money throughout the world would be
lifted up to that plane to which the Senator from Missouri looked
with so much confidence.

The pledge of the Government to maintain the parity between
the coins of gold and silver will of necessity be abandoned, forno
gold coin will be collected, either at the ports or for internal-rev-

enue taxes, nor can gold be borrowed to sustain the credit of the
Government.
The 426,289,916 silver dollars in the Treasury and in the hands
“of the le, which now have the commercial value of gold, will,
upon the hypothesis of 60 cents as the commercial value of the
‘‘mnew dollar.” unsupported by gold, have only the same value,

and all credit money and all credits will shrink in commercial
value in the same proportion.

It is true as a general proposition that an increase in the
quantity of money of final redemption favorably affects prices,
but the necessary result of the unlimited coinage of silver on the
ratio of 16 of silver to 1 of gold would be to expel gold coin
from general circulation in the United States and leave the coun-
try dependent upon silver coin alone. The disappearance of gold
coin and gold credits would be immediate. It would anticipate
the free coina.gl;e of silver, which would be gradual.

It is probable, therefore, that the full effect of a law providing
for the free coinage of silver would be a scarcity of even the rela-
tively cheaper money. The ‘‘dollar” coined under the measures
proposed would, in fact, be a new coin, heretofore a stranger to
our mone stem. It would be known in legislation as a dol-
lar; but the dollar coined under the act of 1857 had the commercial
value of the gold coin, and the American dollar was worth nearly
3 fper cent more than the gold-dollar unit of value fixed by the act
of 1878. Here the proposition is made to establish a monetary
system upon the basis of a metal which has but little more than
hulf the commercial value of the coin it proposes to supersede.

Irepeat that the passage of a law which would authorize the
free coinage of silver on theratio of 16 to 1 would not be followed
by an increased quantity of moneiﬁ, but its enactment would pro-
duce an unexampled stringency like that which followed the col-
lapse of all the State and local banks in 1857 to 1861. There is no
fact which should be more distinetly bronght to the attention of
the country, pending this discussion, than that the immediate
effect of a clear determination by the American people to adopt a
law providing for the free coinage of silver on the ratio of 16
to 1 would, in advance of the passage of such a law, overthrow
public amtilf)rivate credit, and produce a severe money stringency
which would provide amf)le employment and rich returns to the
usurer and the sheriff. 1t is also true that the unlimited coinage
of silver on the ratio of 16 to 1 would alter the commercial and
political relations of the United States to all other nations and
or%'a.nized peoples of the world.

t would erect a commercial wall between the United States and
all the gold-standard nations, the height and strentﬁth of which
would be determined by the rate of exchange, and the rate of ex-
change would mark the difference between the value of the local
silver money of the United States and the gold coin of commerce,

Our large foreign debt, which is mainly payable in gold coin,
would of necessity be partially or wholly repudiated.

The railroads of the country and the States and municipalities
who owe gold debts would be compelled to advance their rates
and increase their faxes or submit to bankruaptey or repudiation.
I do not believe in case of the adoption by Congress of the measure
of the free and unlimited coinage of silver on the proposed ratio
that the people will be able or willing to p:_]y increased railroad
rates or higher taxes, and such legislation would make the payment
of debts by railroads and municipalities impossible.

Another compensation proposed by some of the advocates of
free coinage is that, as one standard of values would be identical
with that of the Asiatic countries and the South American States,
we would be better able to compete with them in the cheapness of
production. In other words, it is said that in the silver-using
countries, like Mexico, Japan, China, and India, the silver dollar,
or a silver coinage of equivalent value, will buy as much domestic
productions o countries, including labor, as the dollar of

oducti f those ies, including labo: he d
gold will in any of the so-called ‘g:gd-stamdard countries. If this
is so, it is an invitation to the erican farmer and the Ameri-
can wage earner to adopt the habits and accept the prices for
their products and their labor which are paid to the peons of
Mexico and the ill-fed serfs of Asiatic countries, whose wages are
a g}i}:-_mnce, and who subsist upon insufficient food.

. President, im})resaed by these considerations, it seems to me
that it is the duty of every representative citizen toinsist that the
question of maintaining and adhering to the existing standard of
value, to which all property in the United States and our systems
of revenue and taxation for national, State, municipal, and educa-
tional purposes, our pensions, funds organized and invested for be-
nevolent and charitablep es, contracts on behalf of the nation
and the State, the municipal, corporate contracts and obliga-
tions, the contracts between citizens, and, in short, all values are
adjusted, and that of adopting by a law of Congress the uncertain
and dangerous experiment of authorizing the unlimited coinage
of legal-tender silver on the ratio of 16 of silver to 1 of gold, when
the actual commercial ratio between the two exceeds 80 of silver
to 1 of gold, an experiment which can have but one result, that
of establishing a standard of value based upon doubly overvaluned
silver coin alone, should be clearly and distinctly brought to the
attention of the American people. The movement favorable to
the free and unlimited coinage of silver is supported by much of
the specunlative capital of the country, for it will be observed that
miners and capitalists interested in gold bullion, confident in their
ability to find a market for their gold, are anxious that silver
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alone ghall be the money metal of the United States; and these
powerful interests are seeking for allies in many gquarters, and are
offering to them solid inducements that will, to some extent, find

acceptance.
This interest has, snap conventions, captured some of the
States and may control national conventions.

In the face of thisstrong, vigorous, aggressive element its op-

rnﬁ‘nts falter and hesitate. Candidates for the Presidency and

or seats in C ess take refugein silence the most profound, and

leaders refuse to lead, or if they speak or prepare platforms for

the acceptance of their friends they indulge 1n langnage which

justly govo]gm criticism, an example of which I will ask the See-
a

re

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, the
Secretary will read as reguested. .

The Secretary read as follows:
blican condemnation of the Ohio Republican -finaneinl
plank comes from Philadelphia Ledger, in whose wordsit is ** a shuffling,
evasive, complex, confusing, donble-faced, insincere, and inconclusive state-
ment; a mere trap for the catching of the votes of men of all sorts of finan-
cinl opinions; & transparent bribe offered to the obtuse advocates of un-
sound, dishonest currency, as well as to those of sound, honest money; decep-
tive, misleading, a trick, a snare, and a lie, and meant to be so; the device of

. nnserupulous politicians, not of wise, honest statesmen.™ It is *in
precise accord with Mr. McKinley's own ial declaration made in his
recent Chi address,” the L«H&r continues, and therefore it believes that
“in view of Mr. McKinley's double dealing with regard to the financial q‘l:lps»
tion he should not be nominated at 8t. Louis. Noone who in the SBouth bids
for the dishonest-money vote, and in the North the honest-money vote—
Janns-like, facing both ways—is fit to be the standard bearer of the Repub-
liean party in the coming dential campaign.”

Mr. PALMER. All the indications point to the fact that the
snbject of that criticism will be the Republican candidate for the
Presidency; indeed, I understand that the ogaiition has practi-
cally failed. I only protest that there shall be in this contest dis-
tinet, clear, precise platforms adopted by both political parties;
and I have sought this morning to endeavor fo clear away some-
thing of the confusion that attends this discussion. 1 have
eagerly sought to know what will be the condition of the country
or of its finances and its currency if the free-silver men succeed
in the next election. 2

Mr. STEWART. We can answer that in a word. It will be
prosperous.

Mr. PALMER. There is a sortof gratuitous prom about
that remark which lacks only one single element of usefnlness,
and that is precision. Will the Senator from Nevada tell me how
we are to be made p rous?! I domnot ask for a declamation,
becanse when I feel well I am able to do all I want of that myself;
but I ask Senators what will be the relative value of the new
standard of value and of the existing standard? I have said that
all values are now fixed by gold, and it seems to me that states-
men and finaneiers t to be able to indicate with something
like precision what will be the standard of value after they suc-
ceed in the policy they advocate.

Mr. VEST. Mr. President—

Mr. PALMER. InMexico—

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Illinois
yield to the Senator from Missouri?

Mr. PALMER. With great pleasure.

Mr. VEST. I did not intend to intérrupt the Senator in the
middle of a sentence. He was about speaking of Mexico.

Mr. PALMER. I will conclude the sentence. In Mexico no
fuld circulates. Ikmnow of no silver country where gold is used.

know of no reason why the silver dollar of the United States,
after free coinage on the ratio of 16 to 1, should be worth more
thagtﬁeaﬂmdo!]aro!h[mjmismwmthmmammwith

values.
gni[r. TELLER. Willthe Senator from Illinois allowmeto make

a snggestion? .

Mr. PALMER. With

Mr. TELLER. Japan is on a silver basis, and the Bank of
Jaﬁn has §31,000,000 in gold.

. PALMER. How much of that circulates with the people?

Mr. STEWART. None of it.

Mr. TELLER. How much gold circulates here?

Mr. STEWART. None at all.

Mr. COCKRELL. Not a dollar.

Mr. PALMER. The Bank of Japan is said to have $31,000,000
of gold, and vet, as compared with gold, the silver isof very much
less value. t it is I do not know. I have endeavored to get
the rate of exchange of silver between Japan and the United States
and Great Britain. I have failed: but at the same time I do as-
sert, with the most absolute confidence, based upon a most careful
investigation, that in no silver country is gold either the standard
of value or is it nsed in the ordinary affairs of life.

Mr. VEST. Does the Senator from Illinois mean to say that
gold does not circulate in Mexico and in India? It circulates in
small quantities, it is true, but the gold dollar represents the legal-
tender functions which the silver dollar has in both India and

The severest

t pleasure.

Mexico. If is very true that after you leave the territorial limits

of Mexico the commereial valus of the Mexican dollar is some 52

or 53 cents, but the reason of that 1s on aecount of the limited

export of Mexico. Mexico exports principally silver, a small

amount of coffee, and a small amount of hides. But on the con-

tinent of Eunrope, where the Mexican dollar is worth 52 or 53

gents,lalj.e American dollar is worth 100 cents and exchangeable
or go :

I‘g-. PALMER. Why?

Mr, VEST. Because we export over $300,000,000 of prodncts
every year; because our agricultural exports are $303,000,000.
As a banker told me at Carlsbad when he gave me gold for silver
certificates, ** That paper is just as good to me as gold, because
with it I ean. buy anything thaft your country raises and pay any
debt that is due to any American citizen.” And vet thisis always
ignored by our gold friends; and we are told repeatedly that even
in the event of coinage the commercial vnY:: of silver must
remain as it is or only a little better than it is to-day.

Mr. PALMER. tever may be the accident that determined
the local value or the use of a silver dollar, so far as the United
States is concerned, our silver dollar is of less commercial value
than the Mexican dollar, treating it as a mere substance composed
of standard silver. Whatever the accidents of business may de-
termine, the great fact remains that in no case has it ever been
found possible to maintain the free nse of coin composed of metals
so widely different in value,

Mr. VEST. Will the Senator pardon me? I want to ask him
a question. His original proposition, as I understand it, is that
we are not warranted in the assumption that the free and unlim-
ited coinage of silver would increase its commercial value. That
is what I understand the Senator to claim.

Mr. PALMER. Ihavenot said so.

Mr. VEST. Well, that is the tendency of his ent.

Mr. PALMER. I have asked the question with the greatest
pertinacity, how much will it increase it?

Mr. VEST. Ihavenot the slightest doubt that it would put the
two coins on a parity; that the silver dollar would be worth 100
cents as the gold dollar fo-day is worth 100 cents, no more and no
less. I can give the Senator my reason, but I do not choose to
interrupt him now.

Mr. PALMER. The Senator will lﬁ:a-clcm me. I understand
that his answer to me is that the dol of 16 to 1, or 412} grains
of silver, will, in his judgment, be equal in commercial accepta-
bility and value to the gold dollar of 25.8 grains.

Mr. VEST. I havenot the slightest doubt abonut it. The single
fact that if is so in the United States will confrol its value with
civilized nations. Now, let me ask the Senator—we ought to be
entirely frank about this matter; it is a very great question—how
does he explain, if we are not correct in this assumption, that in
1873, when the silver dollar was demonetized and the unit of value
changed from a silver dollar to a d dollar, the commercial
value of silver immediately fell? Up fo the day when that act
was passed silver was at 3 per cent premium over gold. The day
after it was the co ial value immediately went down
in the United States and over the world.

In 1878, five years later, we restored the free coinage of silver
to a limited extent. We provided by act of in the
Bland-Allison Act that there should be coined not ioss than two
nor more than four million ounces a month. The statistics show
(I have produced them here and they can be in i
five minutes) that from the very moment w
passed the commercial value of silver went up. After the Sher-
man law repealed the Bland-Allison Act the price of silver com-
mercially went down. We then a law for the purchase of
four and a half million ounces of silver a month, but not to be
coined. The result was a speculative advance in silver for about
a week or ten days, and then, as every intelligent man knew, not
giving it the right to coinage, silver J.mmacg: iately relapsed and
went down, as it has continued to go down ever since.

Now, if that is not a mathematical demonstration that opening
the mints to silver will increase its commercial value it is abso-
lutely impossible to make it.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. President, what might be the effect of
gscmin the mints of all commereial countries upon the value of

i verlgdo not know. I know as little as my friends seem to
know as to what effect upon the value of silver will be produced
by free coi . But I do know this. I say I know i, use [
have the authority of the Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEWART]
for the statement I make. A difference of less than 3 cent,
as was the difference between gold and silver prior to the act of
1873, led to the exportation of substantially all the silver dollars.
%T ma:t& that statement npon the authority of the Senator from

ev

Mr. STEWART. Ido nof think I have stated it in that shape.
There was very little silver coined into dollars prior to that act;
only about $8,000,000, while about §150,000,000 in round numbers
of silver was coined altogether. The main part of our coinage
was foreign coin, made legal tender up to 1857. We were coining
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about two million a year in 1861 and in 1862. Af the time of the
passage of the mint act we were coining at the rate of $3,000,000
a year. But Ishould like to correct another error,if the Senator
will allow me right here.

Mr. PALMER. If the Senator will pardon me, I will submit
to any correction, but at glresent. I am interested in this particu-
lar point. I have quoted him as authority for two statements on
the floor. One is that the difference between the value of gold
and silver before the act of 1873 led to the exportation of silver
dollars, and the second proposition, for which I guote him as
authority (and I am exceedmgly glad to be able to furnish aun-
thority from such a distinguished, infiluential sourece), is that
notwithstanding the p of a free-coinage law by the United
States the value of silver will be the same throughout the world.
I think I quote the Senator exactly.

Mr. STEWART., No; I say that whether yom pass a free-
coinage law or not, silver being internationally dealt with, there
will be an equilibrinm in the price of silver bullion all over the
world, less the accidents of exchange.

Mr. PALMER. That proposition is one which I desire to make
go distinet that it can not be misunderstood. The undertaking on
the part of those who favor the free coinage of silver—I say the
undertaking, the thing which they promise themselves—is that the
silver of the whole world will be advanced by the passage of an
act of Congress directing the free coinage of silver and will all be
brought up to the value of gold; not the silver of the United States
coined in the United States alone: not the silver coined in Mexico
alone; not the silver coined in all countries where coinage laws
exist; but if the proposition is true that notwithstanding the pas-

of a free-coinage law silver will have the same substantial
viiue throughout the world, it follows that the Senator expects
that the passage of a free-coinage law will lift all the silver in
the world l%gto the parity with gold.

Mr. STEWART. Yes; and for obvious reasons. 'Wehave had
object lessons to that effect very frequentlgie Whenever there has
been a movement in this country toward coinage it has raised
the price of silver, and it raised the price of silverin India justas
wellp:.s it did here. In 1860, when silver went up to 121 here, it
went up to 121 on the same day in India and Ja and London
and everywhere else. When it falls here, it £ there. There
can not be a difference of price with tosilver no more than
there can be a difference in the level of the water of Lake Erie.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. President, if that proposition is sound, it
will make no difference that in England, Germany, and France
free coinage is not known, and that silver is not coined in those
countries as in any other. I accept the theory that the use of sil-
ver will have some influence npon its commercial value.

Mr. STEWART. Also in this connection let me state what the
Royal Commissionsaid. Itsaid the fact that the mints of the Latin
Union of Eunrope were open—the French mints, for the others
did not amount to very much—kept an equilibrinm of exchang

hout the world and made gold and silver throughout t
world ically one money for commercial purposes.

Mr. PALMER. Now, does the Senator say that is frue?

Mr. STEWART. That what is true? The only difference that
ever occurred between the price of silver in London and Paris
was the difference in between the two places. Aslong
as the Freoch mints were there was an equilibrinm of ex-
change throughout the world. The Commission atfribute
the divergence between the values of the two metals to the break-
ing of the bimetallic tie, the closing of the French mints. There
is no doubt if the price of silver in this country is 129 it would be
so all over the world. That is paa'fect.lg obvious.

Mr. PALMER. And if the price of silver is 68 here it will be
so all over the world?

Mr. STEWART. It will e

Mr. PALMER. That much, now, seems to be settled; and it is
claimed by the Senator from Nevada that the unlimited coinage
of legal-tender silver in the United States would advanee silver
%}l.ion, not only in the United States, but all over the world, to

Mr. STEWART. That is what we claim. I want to state
further in this connection, that we may not be misunderstood,
that bimetallism does not depend upon parity at all. Bimetallis;
is the double standard. It is the right of the owner of silver bul-
lLion and of gold bullion to have it coined into money. The open-
ing of the mints and the right of the debtor to pay in the cheaper
metal is all thereis in bimetallism. The operation of bimetallism
is to throw the entire demand upon the cheaper metal until it
brings it up fo a parity with the other. Thatis the way it operated
for four thousand years. If silver was more convenient to get
when the mints were open everybody would use silver, and the
demand being thrown upon that, it would raise the parity.

But it is a mistake to su that the silver-standard countries
can not obtain gold as easily as the gold-standard countries, and
much more so. Russia is a silver-standard country. She accu-
mulated in the last twenty years about§500.000,000 of gold because

she had plenty of money and business was stimulated so that she
had something to export. Now, the Argentine Republic owes
large gold obligations. I am told that they can pay them as well
as we can, but they will pay them with , and they can
get as much for their wheat as we can. Mexico has gold oi]iga-
tions to pay, and she can get the gold to ﬁ: them with much
easier than we can. They do not trouble at all, becanse she
has something to export. The frouble with us is that at the pres-
ent price for our commodities, the gold price, we can not export
and make a living ont of it. Co tly we ean not buy gold
without a great sacrifice. We are becoming bankrupt because
we can not buy gold. Now, see what our fixed charges are,
which are—

Mr. PALMER. I have listened to the Senator with great pleas-
ure, bat I propose to leave the floor in a moment, being indebted
entirely to the Senator from New York for the time I have occu-~
pied. I wish tostate in conclusion that mere conjecture and spec-
ulation furnish no sufficient ground for legislative action. I refer
to the Senator from Nevada, juse he represents more distinctly
than anyone else the free-silver party of the Senate, unless it may
happen to be the chairman of the Republican national committee,
who speaks, I have no doubt, not ouly for himself, but for his party.
1 said that I have sought to get clear and precise information upon
Ertain important points, because I wish the country to

em.

1 know that the free coinage of silver will lead to the disuse of

d. It may be temporary, as Senators seem to think. I know

t the result of free coinage will be to establish a standard of
value different from that which now exists. I have songht to
know from Senators who ought to know what that difference
would be. Itis veryim t to the debtor and creditor classes
in Illinois that they shall know to what extent their values will
be affected by this new standard of measurement. They feel the
burdens of existing conditions. They are anxious to know if any
better condition can be pointedoutto them. They want certainty,
clearness, all reasonable precision, and in this effort of mine to .
obtain clear and definite information as to what the expectations
of free-coinage men are as to the relation between the two stand-
ards I can not get a word. We have this hope, this vain and
ill hope—a hope contradicted by all human experience—that
by mere legislation you can bring up an ounce of silver, now
worth 68 cents, to $1.29, which covers the comparative differenca
of the two dollars,

Mr. CARTER. Ishould like to ask the Senator from Illincis a
question.

Mr. PALMER, Certainly.

Mr. CARTER. Desiring to reach a conclusion as to ecertainty
in the measure of value, I ask the Senator from Illinois to state
whether or not he agrees with the British Royal Commission that
the urchsmnﬁﬁowerof 1d has eonstantl agedated since 18737

. PALMER. No; I donot t statement.

Mr. CARTER. I ask the Senator whether he agrees with the
further proposition that the prices of products of human toil and
of the soil 1tself as m in gold have depreciated in value
gince 18732 :

Mr. PALMER. T agree with that.

Mr. CARTER. I will ask the Senator from Illinois then—— .

Mr. PALMER., Mr. President, the Senator from Montana will

pardon me.

Mr. CARTER. I should like to present the full question.

Mr. PALMER. I am asking questions now for the time being,
and when the Senator gets thro'ug:-with my question it will afford
me lgzmt satisfaction to answer hi

. CARTER. I am endeavoring, if the Senator will allow me
to eoncm‘;ussﬁon—

P . I'will yield to the Senator if he will answer my
question. I want to know what will be the comparative differ-
ence between the standard of value the Senator proposes and the
standard of value which now exists.

Mr. CARTER. I have been endeavoring to answer that ques-
tion by asking the Senator from Illinois questions which in and
of themselves will answer it.

Mr. PALMER. Oh, of course the Senator has.

Mr. CARTER. It is merely—

Mr. PALMER. And when I consent to that mode of interro-
gation the Senator can indulge in it.

Mr. CARTER. The Senator from Ilinois, conceding the fact
to be that é)ﬁoea of all the products of human toil, the products
of land, whether in town lots or broad acres—

Mr. PALMER. I have not conceded that.

ISHr. CARTER. Have been constantly decreasingin valuesince

l%‘r. P.AJ.MER._mI c:lfo n;)lf want th:! Eenator ti:rm:u Montana to
make me e for the poetry is speech. 3

mmm And that the purchasing power of the gold
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dollar has therefore increased, I ask whether or not the Senator,
since certainty is desired, has any substantial hope to offer to
the people of the country to expect a change in the current of
perpgﬁl and universal depreciation of prices under the gold
stan: ?

Mr. PALMER. Now, I submit to the Senator from Montana
whether he himself will say that that is an answer to my ques-
tion. I asked him a distinctand plain question. Ihavegiven him
an opportunity to answer it. ill he say to me frankly that he
has told me what would be the difference by the standard of
value produced by free coinage and the existing standard of value?
That is the question I asked.

Mr. CARTER. My question was predicated upon the proposi-
tion presented by the Senator that certainty in the transaction of
business is a necessit{'. g

Mr. PALMER. I have never said that. _

Mr. CARTER. I understood that to be one of the propositions

presented.

Mr. PALMER. I am not responsible for anything the Senator
has understood.

Mr. CARTER. Does the Senator now deny that certainty as to
valuation of products by the measure or standard of value is essen-
tial to a fair and just line of transactions among men?

Mr. PALMER. Yes; I deny it.

Mr. CARTER. That is the only ground of contention between
the fdrzi;arlédﬁ of the gold standard and the friends of the bimetallic
stan "

Mr. PALMER. I have often known ingenious gentlemen to
seek to get an admission of their premises and then to suggest
their own conclusion. I have been taught that in an argnment
no gentleman has a right to take anything for granted. There-
fore, when the Senator asks me if I grant certain things I say I do
not. The Senator must build up his own argument, based upon
his own premises, and when he demonstrates his premises, to do
which I will give him an opportunity in a moment, he can draw
his conclusion.

I wish to say that I have lived in Illinois for sixty years. I
. have seen the time when lands—good tracts of land—were worth
four or five dollars an acre. I have seen corn worth 10 cents
a bushel. If the Senator will allow me just one moment I can

rhaps state a significant fact in this connection. A neigh-
g?)r of mine owed me $34. I was about leaving home for court,
and he wanted to pay the debt in corn. I told him I wonld take
it. I had one horse and very little idea of what the horse would
need. He asked me where to put it, and I said in a little crib that
stood back of my house. Iwas absent several days. When I got
to town a number of fellows were waiting for me and they fol-
lowed me, and when I got tomy house I found that the 334 bushels
of corn had not only ﬁﬁoed the crib, but had actually covered it all
over. Corn was worth 10 cents a bushel.
the field because it had no marketable value.

I have known pork, dressed hogs, at St. Louis to sell for $1.50
net. I have seen prices in that condition. I do realize the fact
that there has been a decline of prices within a comparatively late
period. Last year corn in Illinois, in my county, was worth 45
cents. But these were accidents.

This country, notwithstanding all that is said, is a flourish-
ing one. There are changes in business. New machinery comes
into use and takes the place of men. Employment is difficult to
be found, especially in the lines that are termed skilled employ-
ment. This %-rea.t social and economic change is going on. How
it will result I do not know, but I will say that,in my judgment,
whenever any party in this country succeeds in obtaining control
of the Government and coins silver at the ratio of 16 to 1 and
makes that silver a legal tender for all debts, public and private,
we will witness—not I, because I do not think that party will come
into power in my brief day, but those who live then will witness—
conditions of a character that will be so far beyond anything we
gtnesa now that they will sigh for the return of the good times

1896.

Mr. HARRIS. 1 believe I will ask the Senator from Illinois a
question, if he will allow me. The Senator is eagerly anxious to
know what effect the free coinage of silver will have upon what
he chooses to call the commercial value of silver bullion.

Mr. PALMER. I ask what will be the commercial value?

Mr. HARRIS. Now, the question I want to ask the Senator
from Illinois is this: If he were the owner of silver bullion and
had the right to carry it to the mint and have each 412} grains of
that bullion coined into a legal-tender dollar which would pay as
much debt and buy as m property as any other legal-tender
dollar that exists within the limits of the United States, would he
take less than a dollar for each 412} grains of that silver bullion,
or would any sane man who owns silver bullion, when he had the
right to have it coined into alegal-tender dollar which would per
form every function that any other legal-tender dollar can per-
form, take less than a dollar for each 4124 grains of silver?

Mr. PALMER. I have been lucky in getting every sort of an

Corn was burned in

answer by my friends who favor the free coinage of silver except
a direct answer, y ’

Mr. HARRIS. My answer is that it will bring silver up to par
value, to $1.29.

Mr. PALMER. The answer to that is that it would bring up
the value of the silver of all the world, according to the theory of
the Senator from Tennessee,

Mr. HARRIS. I would be glad to see it so.

Mr. PALMER. I do not believe it. Itiscontrary toallhuman
experience. I grant that giving an additional use to silver may
advance it probably to some extent, as the Senator from Missouri
says; but I do not believe that the mere action of the American
Congress in gx'ving to silver all the powers that can be given tfo it
vgiill establish a parity between a dollar of gold and a dollar of
silver.

er. President, I have occupied a good deal of time, and I beg
pardon.

Mr. VEST, Let me ask the Senator from Illinois one question
in regard to a statement he made. The Senator used the expres-
sion in his speech, in a very aggressive way, that the silver Demo-
crats had made some progress ugh snap conventions. Will
the Senator from Illinois explain to what convention he alludes?

Mr. PALMER. Iwill. I allude to the conventions held last
year in Missouri and Illineis, '

Mr. VEST. Missouri?

Mr. PALMER. Missouri.

Mr. COCKRELL. Last year?

Mr. PALMER. Last year.

Mr. COCKRELL. In 18957

Mr. PALMER. In 1895.

Mr. COCKRELL. It was advertised for six months,

i Jlﬁlr. PALMER. The convention called in June, 1895, at Spring-
eld.

Mr. VEST. Very good. What was there in the mnature of a
snap convention about the Missouri convention?

Mr. PALMER. An unnecessary convention must necessarily
be a snap convention. It was called for the purpose of commit-
ting the Democratic party to free silver.

. Mr. COCKRELL. It was called to give expression to the opin-
ion of nine-tenths of those in the Democratic ranks of Missouri.

Mr. PALMER. Why giveexpression if the party was so united?

Mr. COCKRELL. Becausea few men were trying to misrep-
resent us by telling the Administration that we were in favor of
the gold standard.

Mr. PALMER. If the term ‘‘snap convention ” shall be at all
offensive I will withdraw it, but I will say that I know of no
better term by which to describe it. The Senator will have to
supply me with one. It was a convention called for the deliber-
ate p of committing the Democratic party of Missouri, in
advance of any actual necessity, to the free-silver dogma;

Mr. VEST. In other words, the Senator from Illinois is kind
enough tosuggest that the Democrats of Missouri could be brought
up against their consent and made to ntter declarations that they
did not believe. Now, what power could make them do that?

‘ MER. I have not said that.

Mr. VEST. That is the meaning of the Senator’s statement,
because the Senator says it was to commit them. Of course if it
did commit them in obedience fo their own wishes and opinions
it was not a snap convention, but a perfectly fair and deliberate
convention.

Mr. PALMER. They were convened by their managers,

Mr. VEST. They were convened by their own will. The Sen-
ator from Illinois can speak for his own people, but he can not
speak for mine,

The Democrats of Missouri, nine hundred and ninety out of
every one thousand are in favor of the free and unlimited coinage
of silver, and at every opportunity they have so expressed them-
selves. In fthe last convention held in Missouri, after due and
deliberate notice, ont of the whole State there were some dozen
gentlemen whorepresented what they call the sound-money dogma,
a catchword which is so false as to be almost infamous. It is an
intimation that we who favor the free coinage of silver are in favor
of unsound money, when the Senator has been combating here
the idea that we can ibly be correct in saying that free coin-
age will make a silver dollar equal to a gold dol{ztrn. How can it be
unsound money if the silver dollar will buy as much and pay as
much debt?

Mr. PALMER. It will not.

Mr. VEST. We believe it will. The Senator answers it by
mii.ng he does not believe it,

Ir. PALMER. Yes, sir.
thMr- VEST. If thatis logic, I am perfectly willing to leave it
ere.

Mr. PALMER. I say it is contradicted by all human experi-
ence.

Mr. VEST. 1say it is not contradicted by all human experi-
ence. Isav that prior to 1873 for eighty years in this country we
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had the aggregate of both metals, as Rothschild called it, gold
and silver, for standard money, and we maintained them both,
except that the white metal in 1873 was at 8 per cent premium
over gold. For two hundred years in Europe gold and silver were
maintained standard money. The Senator tells us human expe-
rience contradicts it. Never until 1873 in this coun and until
the coinage law demonetizing silver was passed was it St;gposed
by the people of the United States that they would be called upon
tu? do business with one metal as the standard money of redemp-
on.

Mr. PUGH. The best way to settle it is to try free coinage.

Mr. PALMER. Free coinage has no attraction for me, even as
described by the Senator from Missonri.

Mr. VEST. That is not the question.

Mr. PALMER. The devising of a new dollar which has never
existed in this country before or a coin that never existed in this
country before—

Mr. ST. The silver dollar?

Mr. PALMER. Yes; thesilver dollar. Imean a silver dollar of
412} grains of silver when the ounce of silveris worth but 68 cents.

_Mr. VEST. What made it worth 68 cents? That is the ques-

tion.

Mr. PALMER. The people did not want it.

Mr. VEST. It was made worth 68 cents, according to the Sen-
ator’s statement, by closing the mints and taking away from silver
its principal element of intrinsic or commercial value, which was
the money element. After closing the mints and perpetrating
this ountrage u%on the people of the United States, then they take
advantage of their own wrong and say that the commercial value
of silver has been lessened.

Mr. PALMER. In 1873 Congress a law for which I am
not responsible, I believe there are Senators present who did vote
for the law. But since that time legislation has been nﬁ:ﬁ“ sil-
ver, and you might as well attempt to resurrect a dead y and
gay that that body once lived and moved with all the energy and
power of va.;e‘ferfect young life as to say that you can now, because
it once lived, reinvigorate a metal and make it as valuable as it
once was. The work is done. I did not doit. The world did it.
It is done. Silver is worth 68 cents an ounce now to-day.

Mr, ALLEN. Measured by what standard?

Mr. PALMER. Gold is worth about $20.64 an ounce to-day,
and the idea that you can make them of equal value involves an
absurdity that appears to me incomprehensible.

Mr. VEST. Now I will proceed with what I have fo say in
regard to the statement of the Senator from Illinois about the
snap conventions. As to the Senator’s last remark, I have simply
to make this assertion: If, as I have shown and as the Senator

.can not deny, prior to 1873, when the mints were open to both
metals, silver was not only equal to gold but at 3 per cent pre-
mium over it, why is it not perfectly logical and rational to as-
sume that if you undo that legislation the result will be what we
contm;g it will be, that the parity between the two coins will be
restored?

Mr. PALMER. Because,if the Senator will allow me, the busi-
ness of the world is adjusted with respect to the new relations,
and therefore we can not do that.

Mr. VEST. IbegtheSenator’spardon. That isnottrueeither,
with great deference to him. The world is divided between the
use of silver and the use of gold and the use of both.

Mr. PALMER. Will the Senator from Missouri tell me a.g;g

gotannwil;y where both metals are used for coins except the Uni
Mr. VEST. They are both used in Mexico, in India, and in

Y
Japan, where $31,000,000 of gold is in the bank.
r. PALMER. For what purpose is it kept there?

Mr. VEST. It is kept there for all the purposes of gold any-
where, as a bank reserve, as money in circulation, as standard
money of redemption; and yet no country in the world has ad-
vanced in civilization so rapidly as Japan. Almost unknown a
a few years ago, to-day Japan is in the front rank of Eastern na-
tions and almost in the front rank of nations throughout the world.
There is an evidence of the use of both metals, or of the use, if the
Senator will have it, of silver alone. Yet weare told that nothing
but disaster can come to the people of the United States if we
g)vivmrgsbore the old functions of silver, those which it had prior

But, Mr. President, I wish to say one word in regard to the Sen-
ator’'s allegation about the Missouri convention having been a snap
convention. I want to say now—and there is not a gold man in
Missouri who will deny it, unless he is a lnnatic—that the last con-
vention in Missouri, deliberately called, npon full notice, after
earnest and acrimoniouns discussion, was the most representative
and the largest convention ever held in the State, every county
and every township being represented. The Senator says men
who were not leaders were at the head of the movement.

Mr. PALMER. Idid notmakethatremark. I saidleaders—

Mr. VEST. The Senator said the leaders did not lead.

XXVIII—309

Mr. PALMER. I said that.

Mr. VEST. Could the people of Missouri, the fifth State in the
TUnion, have been brought into such a convention against their
own consent and their own intellectual convictions? The people
lead in this country, and the man who thinks he can lead them
against their will ought to be put into a lunatic asylum and kept

there for life. The people make the issue; the le assemble
the convention, and a public man in the State of Missouri who
would undertake to lead them against the free coinage of silver

woqldgnle crushed so effectually that his remains would be unrec-
ognizable.

Mr, PALMER. Iam through,butIshould like tosay one word
in reply to the Senator from Missouri. The Senator knows the
extent to which leadership exists in Missouri as well as in other
States, and his compliment to the people for their spontaneous
movement has not abont it the merit of any very great originality.

Mr. VEST. Does the Senator from Illinois mean to say that all
he has said to-day has been original? I think I have heard it in
this Hall for the last eighteen years ad nauseam. If he has
advanced a sinEIa original idea I should like to see it in print.

Mr, PAL . That looks a little bit as if it were unkind.

Mr. VEST. I did not so mean it. The Senator said to me that
what I said had no originality in it.

Mr. PALMER. No; I did notsay—

Mr. VEST. The question is whether it is true or not.

Mr. PALMER. Idid not use the expression in that form.
There was nothing to justify the retort, which might provoke an-
other retort of equal severity.

" Mr. President, I am through. I yield the floor to the Senator
from New York . Hiuyn].

Mr. VEST. Of course I did not mean to say to my friend the
Senator from Illinois anything personally disagreeable. If in the
heat of debate I did so, I am sorry for it. But he certainly stated
that what I said did not have the merit of originality. I was com-
pelled to say that nothing upon the silver question is original. If
there is an original idea upon it, the man who has discovered it is
entitled to a patent beyond any question.

I was proceeding to say that if ever a convention of the people
represented popular sentiment fairly, earnestly, and fully it was
the convention held in Missouri to which the Senator has applied
the epithet of being a snap convention.

I have—and it is all I shall say in connection with my personal
history—struggled to the full extent of my limited ability to pre-
vent the unfortunate condition of affairs in the Democratic party
to-day upon this currency question. I stood here at the risk of
severe criticism from men who agree with me in regard to the free
and unlimited coinage of silver and begged the Democrats in this
Senate not to thrust this issue upon us, if possible, but to hold the
party together upon some conservative is.

I went to the President of the United States in person, and
to the Secretary of the Treasury, and undertook to show them
what would result if it was attempted to force the Democratic
party to the single gold standard. I told them that it was impos-
sible to hold us together, whatever might happen to the Repub-
lican party, in which equal dissensions existed, but which had
the cohesive power coming from being a minority Earty and
which might cause them to survive thisstruggle for a short time,
at least, in face of the great issme of protection to which that
party is pledged. I stood here, as I have said, npon this floor,
and was alienated by personal and political friends upon this side
of the Chamber because I be; my party associates, if possible,
to postpone at least this question in regard to the free coinage of
gilver until we could a&ju.at other matters and crystallize the
power of the party npon what I conceived to be its fundamental
principles; but I also said, and say now, that if forced to the
1§?ue. never would consent to monometallism, either of gold or
silver,

That opinion is based npon my absolute conviction that thereis
not enough of either metal in the world to transact the business
of mankind without ggg}ression to a large majority. I believe
that monometallism either of gold or silver is a dastard monopoly,
which gives into the hands of the few the power to control the
interests and the products of the many. But we have come now
to that position when a%'mnsf. all protest, all supplication even
the Administration has forced this issue upon us. We attempte
when the repeal of the purchasing clause of the Sherman Actwas
before the Senate to effect a compromise with the Administration
upon this subject, and offered to support that repeal against our
convictions, provided they would make some concession to silver
as a money metal.

That compromise wasrejected, and we were then compelled either
to follow the money ideas of Mr, Cleveland, the President of the
United States, and of the Secretary of the Treasury, who gave his
adhesion to him, either to follow their lead in regard to this mat-
ter and separate ourselves absclutely from our own convictions
and those of our people, or tofollow the manly and honest dictates
of our own judgment. In such a confingency no self-respecting
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public man could hesitate for an instant. I am, therefore, not
responsible for this discussion or for similar discussions before the
pei)Ee of the United States.

. President, this thing has come to that pass when manhood
and decency will not permit us to stand here and be told that we
are in favor of. unsound money, that we are advocating snap con-
ventions, and that we are attempting to lead the people in the
direction of great disaster.

This morning I saw in the papers that our President had ex-
tended the civil service to something like 30,000 more empl:g‘ees
of this Government. This Administration, therefore, has pledged
the people of the United States, so far as it was possible, to the
civil service reform, of which we have heard so much. One of
the first elements of that reform is a divorce between the patron-
age of the Government and its political action. Onme of the burn-
ing tenets of this school is that the patronage of the Government
ah;mld 1nc:t be iléld.lrec' ,tlyduslefr fgr thafpgrpm cif influencing the
political convictions or declarations of the people.

Some years ago a very dear friend of mine at my instance was
made United States district attorney for the western district of
Missouri; & man of eminent ability, of spotless character, who
stands as high in the estimation of the %opla of Missouri as any
man within its broad domain. When Mr. Cleveland was a can-
didate the second time for President, this gentleman, a Democrat
belonging to the same school with myself, during the session of
the United States Federal court at Kansas City, went at night to
the adjacent villages within easy access of the place where the
court was held and plead with the people to vote the Democratic
ticket, which he believed represented the welfare of the country.
I was astounded on picking up the St. Louis papers upon a certain
fateful morning to find that my friend had been removed from
office, without a hearing, simpl]\; because while United States at-
torney he had gone out and spoken for the party to which he and
the President and myself belonged. :

I took the train within ten minutes for Washington, arrived
here, went to His Excellency, and asked him respectfully upon
what ground he had perpetrated what I considered an outrage
upon my friend, an eminent Democrat. He brought ont a news-
paper paragraph from a paper which had bolted the Democratic
ticket the preceding summer, and also hel to beat the Demo-
cratic nominee for Congress. This paper had charged that Col-
onel Benton, my friend, while holding the office of United States
attorney had been guilty of permicious partisanship by advocat-
ing the cause of his party.

Iknew the facts and had te]eg'raEhed to the judge of the court
for a statement in regard to the way Colonel Benton had discharged
the duties of his officeand whether he had neglected them in order
to give his attention to politics. Upon the next day the answer
from the judge by telegraph reached me. I carried it to the
President and said to him that I personally knew the incumbent
had not been guilty of any dereliction or neglect of his duty in
order to make speeches for the party to which he and I belonged.
When the President discove tha.t.hthere was1 no ba.aigl for hi;
action, that this newspaper paragraph was simply groundless an
dictated by personal or politfcal motgves, I will do him the justice
to say that he immediately revoked the order; but, not satisfied
with revoking it, he addressed a letter—published first in the press
of the country—to Colonel Benton, in which he read him a lecture
and said he revoked the order.because he found Colonel Benton
had not neglected his duties, but he wished it distinctly nnder-
stood that while any man held office under his Administration he
did not approve of his dabbling in political canvasses or endeavor-
ing to put his opinions before the I)eople of the United States.

i(r. BOCKRE?LL. Will my colleague permit me to read what
oceurred at the Michigan convention recently?

Mr. VEST. Certainly.

Mr. HILL, Where does New York comein here? This is Mis-

BOnUrl.

Mr].lGOCKRELL. One moment. I only wish to read a para-
graph:

" Tuscaloosa County sent 10 postmasters and 1 internal-revenue collector,
:ﬂp& instructed them for silver, but they bolted instructions and voted against
yer.

Mr, VEST. Let me understand of the Senator from New York
whether I am taking his time?

Mr, HILL. I understood I had the floor.

Mr. VEST. Iwas not aware of it.

Mr. HILL. I had the floor and yielded to the Senator from
Ilinois [Mr, PaLmERr]. If the Senator from Missouri is nearly
through, I will wait.

Mr. VEST. Iam not disposed to raise the point of order, but I
understood, with great deference to the Senator from New York,
that the Senate had determined that no Senator could farm out
the time here.

Mr. HILL. I did not farm out the time. I yielded to the Sen-
ator from Illinois, and I asked if I could be recognized after he
was through.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Bacox in the chair). The
Chair will state that under the order adopted yesterday the Sen-
ator from New York [Mr. HiLL] was entitled to the floor this
morning at the conclusion of the routine morning business.

Mr. TELLER. The Senator from New York was distinctly en-
titled to the floor thismorning; but the Senator had no right, under
the unanimous-consent agreement, to give the floor to somebody
else and then come in and claim it later.

Mr. VEST. I understand that to be the rule of the Senate.

Mr. HILL. The Senator does not wish to do me injustice? At
the time I yielded I asked the Chair if I could be recognized after
the Senator from Illinois had concluded, and the Chair expressly
stated that he so understood.

Mr. TELLER. Of course the Senator could be recognized if
uobodﬁlalse wanted the floor, but he has no right to farm out the
floor all the time.

Mr, HILL. I did not assume to farm it out.

Mr. TELLER. The Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEsT] is in

perfect order.

Mr. HILL. I made the reservation which I have stated, and
any Senator could have objected at the time if he desired to do so,
but I did not assume to farm out the floor.

Mr. VEST. 1 was not in the Senate when it adjourned yester-
day evening; I was called out by committee business; but 1 was
under the impression that the Senator from Illinois [Mr. PALMER]
was proceeding in his own right, in his own time, and I am sim-
ply replying to some observations he made.

As I have said, the President of the United States, while he re-
voked this unjust order, accompanied it with the declaration that
under his administration of the Governmentpublic officials whilst
hol?géng office should not dabble, as he expressed it, in political
matters.

Now, what is the conduct of the Administration in regard to
this money question before the tgecple of this country? Mr. Presi-
dent, I say it with deep regret that this Administration has given
its whole influence, its patronage, all the power of eloguence
and of logic on the part of its Cabinet officers to influence the
opinions of the people of the United States and to influence the
snap conventions of which the Senator from Illinois has spoken.
There was not long ago—a year ago—a Democratic convention in
Nebraska, and the next day it was flashed across the country that
the people of Nebraska had decided for honest money, sound
money—this being the cant falsehood that is used to entrap the
innocent and ignorant voters. When the truth was known it was
found the convention was made up of officeholders—postmasters,
marshals, collectors of internal revenue—men who are living upon
the patronage of the Federal Government, and whose lungs were
ﬁ)leg with the air that came from the Tma.m‘? of the United
States, This was a trinmph of sound money! here, then, was
the civil-service reform that gives us to-day 30,000 new incum-
bents of offices who can only be removed for caunse?

Why, Mr. President, there has not been a week when there was
more than barely a majority of Cabinet ministers present in
Washington to discharge the duties for which they are paid by
the people of this country. They have been traversing their
respective States, and even other States, hnranﬂgmn? the people in
joint and single debate, denouncing the ‘“silver lunatics,” and
talking abont * unsound and depreciated money.” Have weheard
a single whisper of censure from His Excellency in regard to these
proceedings? Have we heard any lecture from him such as was
given to my friend when he dared to advocate the cause, the
unbroken cause, of the Democratic party at that time?

But more than that. I donot reag. as a rule, from newspapers,
but I happen to have this statement, fortified by private letters,
from the Adrian (Mich.) Press, whose editor is a man of high per-
sonal character and unquestioned veracity, and who was a dele-
gate to the late convention in that State. The Semnator from Illi-
nois talked of snap conventions. LettheSecretary read that from
an eyewitness who pa.rticilpated in that convention.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read as re-
quested, in the absence of objection.

The Secretary read as follows:

DELEGATES WHO BROKE AWAY FROM INSTRUCTIONS.

Of the 828 delegateselected to the convention, 723 werez%lrasont either in per-
son or by substitute, as shown by the first ballot. Four hundred and ninety-
seven were elected under instructions from their county conventions to vo
as a unit for a 16 to 1 silver resolution. Granting that the 45 absentees were
all silver men, the silver cause ought still to have 432 votes in the convention,

As the vote for Judge McGrath (310) was a fair test of the relative strength
of the first candidate of the Administration gold erowd and the first candi-
datauof the silver, it follows that there were 142 silver backsliders in the con-
vention.

_Every mother’s son of the 142 is presumed to have acquiesced to instrue-
tions of their home conventions to stand by the silver standard to the last
ditch, yet they came to Detroit and bolted at the start into the camp of the
gcld-bur Administrationists. where they were received with open arms.

Here 1s where the backsliders came from, together with the number from
each county: Barry County, entire delegation of 11 instructed for 16 to 1 and
all deserted and went over to the gold-bug Administrationists. Calhoun,
14 instructed for silver; 13 turned traitors and voted with the gold bugs.
St. Joseph, entire 11 delegates instructed for silver: 9 were ders.
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Muskegon, 7 instructed for suver; all proved to be traitors. Oceana,all T
instructed for the white metal, 4 to the gold bu,

instructed, 4 deserted. Lenawee, 23 instructed, b deserted.

structed, 3 deserted. 10 instructed, 1 deserted. Clinton, 11 instructed
%&“ﬁeﬁf‘éﬁ Newaygo, 4 instructed, 2 deserted. Menominee, 7 i.n.st-rnctad.aﬂ

In gtﬁher coanties where no instructions were given, silver men deserted as
follows: Alpena, 1; Bay, T; Berrien, 5; Charlevoix, 3; Cheboygan, 2; Craw-
ford, 2; Grand Traverse, 2: Gratiot, 11; Jackson, 10; Lake, 1 f..?}aer, 2; Mar-

uetlrﬁ.egé ‘léﬁfl]and, 1; Monroe, 1; Saginaw, 12; Shiawasse, 2; Van Buren, 3;

'The silver men had a list compiled from the returns of county conventions
showing that had every county sent the full number of delegates, and had
there been no backsliding, they would have had, counting only instructed
deé{aﬁt?&anné:je%i;;}g%l&lﬁ“w figures yesterday morning—not the figures
E]t“ EI;TB given out for pgblication—ahoe;ad a ma%ority of%ﬂ for the Admin-

ration.

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I caused that statement to be read
instead of reading a much more lengthy one from the Detroit
Tribune and another from the Cincinnati Enquirer, giving the
details more in extenso; but I should not have had any newspaper
arficles read except for corroborating private letters on my desk,
which any Senator is at liberty to examine. 1 have not tele-
graphed to the authors for permission to read them in the Senate,
and therefore shall not do so; but they are here. They come from
men for whose integrity and veracity I am willing to vouch; men
who have held high positions, who were delegates in that conven-
tion, and who are now delegates to the national convention to be
held at Chicago, and who depict a state of facts which are dis-
graceful to American public life. It is stated by one of those
gentlemen that two-thirds—I learn from another source that all
except one—of the postmasters of Michigan were on the floor of
the State convention. 1

I am prepared for the facetious remark that the material for
delegates must have been very poor if they could have been bought
or seduced after they arrived in the great city of Detroit. Mr.
President, those of us who know anything about conventions
know how this proxy system can be used to trample upon the will
of the people. e know that when money even for travel can not
be obtained by the agricultural classes of the country there are
men holding public office under the Government of the United
States ready to pay their own way with proxies in their pockets
to represent upon the floor of the convention a constituency by
whom they would be repudiated. This convention in Michigan
no more represented the will of the Democratic party of that State
than I represent the will of an En%mh constituency to-day upon
this floor. The statement that the Democrats of Michigan are not
for the free coinage of silver is,in my judgment, as false as tosay
that the Democrats of the State of Missouri are opposed to it.

1t was stated in Missouri prior to the last convention that the
gold men or sonnd-money men would control the convention.
Out of 800 delegates there were not one dozen sent there who did
not favor the free coinage of silver. Even from the great com-
mercial centers like St. Louis and Kansas City the delegates from
every ward except one were in favor of the free and unlimited
coinage of the white metal.

Iam a delegate to the Chicago convention against my wish,
gent there by my le to discharge a duty. I have stated,
under much criticism in Missouri, that I was a Democrat under
all conditions and intended to abide by the action of m art-i’;
that I was too old to hunt for a new political home; that 1 should
die, as I have lived, in the Iparty of Jefferson, devoted to his teach-
ings and principles. But I servenotice now that if this convention
at Chicago is to be made up of Federal officeholders, bronght
there to overawe and override the wishes of the honest majority
of the Democratic party throughout the United States, it is no
Democratic convention with me. I shall abide the will of the
majority of my party, honestly and fairly expressed. I make no
threat, Ent I want no misunderstanding. The Democratic party
is a p;lrl?' of the people, controlled by an honest expression of
their will, and not ‘ederal patronage.

Mr. HILL. Mr. ident, I am rather surprised to observe
that thisis somewhat of a prelude to the national Democratic
convention at Chicago. The date of that convention has been
fixed for the 7th day of July, and I do not gro&se to anticipate
any of the difficulties which will confront the Democracy at that
time. While discussing the question of a snap convention be-
tween the Senator from Illinois and the Senator from Missouri it
was appropriate, I think, that they should both allow me to speak

m that question as an expert. LLa.ughter.]

. President, in order to avoid having any snap convention in
New York the Democracy of that State, I think, %roposa to have
the latest convention of any that shall be held this summer. I
did complain a little of Missouri Democrats in 1892 that, notwith-
standing all the alleged wrongs which had been trated
against the Democracy of that State by Mr. Cleveland during his
prior Administration, they made haste pretty early to declare in
1802 in favor of “free coinage and Grover Cleveland.” I am not
going to discuss those questions here now. Neither am I to be

betrayed into a defense of the civil-service policy of the Eresent.
Administration. At some other time I may have something to
say upon that qhﬁesﬁon. Neither am I going to discuss the ques-
tion of the Michigan Democracy nor anticipate the result of the
Chicago convention. As the vote on the pending guestion is to
be taken within an hour, and I think it is understood that I shall
occupy the time, I shall proceed immediately to discuss the real
question involved here.

I take pleasure in saying that I do not concur in all which the
Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEST] has said. I do not understand
that a snap convention can be one duly called by the regular offi-
cials of one’s p&rg upon ample notice. Ido not agree with my
venerable friend from Illinois [Mr. PALMER], who styled the con-
vention of last year in Missouri a snap convention. 1donotagree
with the epithet nsed toward the convention in Illinois that was
held last year. The convention in Missouri and the convention
in Tllinois held last year were both conventions called by the regu-
lar officials of the party, namely, by the State committee, a?t:r
due notice, of which everybody was notified, and subsequently
the conventions were held, after reasonable notice. A political
party has a right, in my judgment, to meet at any time, upon due
notice of its central committee, to discuss any question, to take
any position npon the silver question or the gold guestion, or any
other guestion involved; and those who disagree with the con-
trolling powers of the party have no right to refuse to attend
the primaries, but they should be ready always to attend the
Pﬂﬁgﬂw' and attend the conventions, and then abide by the
result.

I take but little stock myself in the clamors which are raised
against so-called ‘‘snap conventions.” They are usnally simply
the clamors of the defeated minority. The minority should attend
the i::)nventions, having ample notice, and should abide by the
result.

I see that the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW] is
in the Chamber, and before I proceed with my regular argument
I wish to quote from a portion of his speech delivered the day be-
fore yesterday. The Senator said:

Here is a telegram from the Morgan syndicate sent on the 21st day of
December to the President and Secretary of the Treasury, telling the Gov-
ernment officials that the gold can not be procured m Europe because the
creditof the United States 1sso bad, and that if their bid of 104} is not accepted
at once they will withdraw the bid and refuse to furnish the gold in the
United States, knowing as they did, and as the Secretary knew, that all the
gold not already in the Treasury had been thoroughly cornered by Morgan
and the banks associated with

I ask the distinguished Senator from South Dakota, who, I as-
sume, honors me with hearing me, to what telegram did he refer?

Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator will find in another portion
of my speech an allusion to that same telegram, in which I state
the facts. I simply alluded to it there. and the remark was
brought out by a question of the Senator from New York. I re-
ferreﬁ to the telegram in the body of my speech.

Mr. HILL. I am reading from the body of the speech.

Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator is reading from a portion of
the speech which was in response to his questions. Nearly every-
thing in the ls?)aech of which the Senator complains was drawn

out by himse

Mr. HILL. TIam not complaining of the speech. If the Sena-
tor is satisfied with it I am. I simply ask the Senator to what tel-
egram he refers? He said, *“Here is a telegram.” The Senator
had papers before him. Will he be kind enough to p;;}duce that
telegram? [A pause.] Mr. President, I desired to know some-
thing in regard to this, and I addressed an inquiry to the Assist-
ant retary of the 'I‘rea.surifnnd asked him to explain in regard
to that telegram. With the kind permission of the Senate, I ask
leave to insert the reply in my remarks. I seem to have mislaid
it. The information, permit me to state for the benefit of the
Senator from South Dakota, received in answer to my inguiry of
the Treasury Department, which I supposed I had here at my dis-
posal, is that neither the Department nor any of the officials con-
nected with this matter ever heard of such a telegram; they know
nothing in re%lard to it, and the first knowledge that they had of
it was when their attention was called to the remarks of the Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

Mr. PETTIGREW. If the Senator will permit me—

Mr. HILL. Certainly.

Mr. PETTIGREW. Then that will be one of the facts to be
established by the investigation; and it makes it all the more
pertinent and important.

Mr. HILL. Is that all the answer the Senator can make to my
inquiry? No, Mr. President; that will not do. I passit. Yes;
that will be one of the facts fo investigate in this proposed investi-
gaﬁon, if it shall be undertaken, and I shall await, and ask the

enate to await, with much interest, as to whether that allega-
tion of the Senator from South Dakota will be sustained. There
I leave it, with the privilege of putting in the communication
from the Department, fo which I have referred.
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The letter referred to is as follows:

The resolution referred to is as follows:

[Persomal.] RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
- ek ':;“::mgf;‘m' ::':”["[9“"" M“g 7y 100. IN THE SENATE OF THE USITED STATES, January 25, 1879,
: Fepalay i
eRAAS Bevags o Bauty ming s it LSS | oot i e B of o sy e eyt
wﬁ&m the lorgan s%'nd.icxm ( : g‘; grﬁrnt on thi; of last -mm‘ paid_to bankers, brokers, firms, compameaa syndicates, and individuals for
r e Presi and Secretary o easury in regard toa bid for | gorvices in tiating the sale of bonds and other obligations of the United
bonds, I desire to say that no such te or letter from Mr. Morgan or | giates, from the year 1562 until the present time; when and to whom such

any Pemnn representing or Tesen by him, and no such bid was ever
received by or brought to the mtion of the President or Secretary of the
Traasilrym-m of officials of this Department.

ours, tnzly.

Hon. Davip B. HiLt,

United States Senafe,

Mr. HILL, Mr. President,in the line of the argument which I
have marked out, I wish to read a complaint addressed to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury from the Chase Nafional Bank of New
York, of January 16, 1879. I ask leave to incorporate the letter
in my remarks, and I shall not detain the Senate by reading 1t.

The letter referred to is as follows:

CHASE NATIONAL BANE, NEW YORK, TO MR. SHERMAN,
CHASE NATIONAL BANK, New York, January 16, 1879,
81r: In responding to your favor of the 13th instant I to say that in
inating on commissions in favor of a very few and minst & mMAany
is a political mistake.
That the Treasury circular of the 1st instant does make such discrimina-
tions is quite af;garent
wiPnort.h A the 1st instant you gave one-quarter of 1 per cent to allsubscribers
ou

respect to amount.
Now you give as follows: Nothing on an amount under $100,000; one-eighth
to 1,000, one-fourth per cent on an

per cent on an amount of $100. ,000;
amount of g,un.m to $10,000,000; and an extra one-tenth per cent on any
excess over $10,000,000.

This practically and effectually excludes all banks that will not undertake
to carry out one million subscriptions in six months, commencing Jan ¥
and the banks that work up one million in the six months are placed at a dis-

‘W. E. CURTIS.

advantage, for the three or four banks who subscribe for the rcents with
a perfect abandon can and do give better terms by reason of the extra one-
tenth which they reach out for, and which your revised scale of

gives them. .

From your standpoint it is proper that youshould exult over the enormous
subscriptions obtained during the first two weeks after the resumption.

Pardon me for expecting that this apparent extraordinary success willina
few months be pron a ortune.

M{tilitt years of observation in this financial bedlam justifies me in looking
doubtingly on this overdoing, I fear, of a good thing.

Another point I desire to make: I decidedly dissent to the practice of leav-
1n§ such enormous amounts of money in a few banks.

our Department of the Government has a controllin é)ower over the

national banks, and no others can be depositaries of Uni tates money.

It is true these de ts are amply, yes, doubly, secured; first, by bonds;
n.ngesecond.hya erred claim on the banks’ assets, a fact not generally

understood.

As a matter of public interest, no bank shounld be intrusted with an amount
of public funds so vastly disproportionate to its capital as is tolerated, and
seemingly en ,in a few instances.

I am aware that some of the depositaries claim that their “surplus™ is

available as capital.
The bank department and you, as the su; isor of that department, should
ed among the s olders, law-

bear in mind that ** us” can be di
fully, without notice to depositors.
Capital is the only fixed security.
You will excuse me for taking an interest in the national banks as a whole
ﬂlt{m than in less than hnltﬂat ozen ojf tht.?en: in alik th a
ou will see propriety and jus back on the popular
aml%%?%o&misdm M?Dp&d ig your August appeal the banks a.ng the

blic,
45 ‘imma.ln. very respectfully, yours, JOHN THOMPSON.

Hon. JOEN SHERMAX,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Mr. HILL. I simply cite this letter for the purpose of showing
that there were complaints then, as now, in regard to the distri-
bution of the various bonds of the Government.

I also will introduce another telegram from Mr. SHERMAX to the
First National Bank of New York, dated January 18,1879, which
1 shall not trouble the Senate with reading, but ask to incorporate
in my remarks.

The telegram referred to is as follows:

MR. EHERMAN TO FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NEW YORK.

[Telegram.]
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, January 18, 1379.
H. C. FARNESTOOK,

Vice-President First National Bank, New York:
nt stated in letter yesterday. Bee Morgan at

me:
will arrange with you.
i OHN SHERMAN, Secretary.

Mr. HILL. I also wish to have incorporated in my remarks a
resolution passed on January 24, 1879, by the United States Senate,
not a resolution of investigation, but a resolution of inquiry of
the Secretary of the Treasury, asking all information in regard to
bonds, compensation, services to brokers, and in reference to all
the alleged scandals which were said then to pertain to that mat-
ter. I do not think that there were any scandals in fact. The

int I am making is that former Secretaries of the Treasury have
Bg: subjected to the same suspicions, to the same charges. They
have been refuted, and so, I say, the present Secretary of the
Treasury will amply refute these charges and time will vindicate
him,

Can not vary from
his house to-morrow.

commissions or compensation was paid, and when paid to syndica firms,
corporations, or companies, to state the names of tﬁ?‘é‘m wmpﬁnz the

same.

And also to inform the Senate whether any, and, if any, what amount of
commissions or other compensation has been paid to bankers, brokers, firms,
companies, syndicates, and individuals for services rendered in ing any
of the bonds of the United States; and if any such payments have been
to state when and to whom made; and also whether interest has been pai
on called bonds at the same time that interest was accruing on the bonds sold
to redeem the same, and whether such double interest has been uniformly
paid while the refunding operation has been in progress, or on bonds sold for
redemption purposes, Bpadfy'ln% whether there has been any exception to
such ipaymunt.s of double interest, and who was Secretary of the Treasury at
the time of such exception, and how much double interest has been paid on
each class of bonds, and the amount the , and whether the money
received for bonds sold by any bank or syndicate h.a..a!tnn]l cases, been
sﬂowedtorem&tn_ondeposﬂwiththa tional banks g as Gover t
depositories d.mig the call of bonds, the names of the banks
and the lensz time during which the of the bonds sold have
been left on deposit with each bank; and whether at any time an coin
has been delivered by the Treasury to any parties concerned in tga negotia-
tion of United States bonds or otherwise in exchange for or upon the secu-
rity of United States bonds or in advance of the payment thereof, i_}.‘::n:uim‘ g
any call of bonds on which interest was allowed or paid up to the date of ma-
turity of the call; and also whether any money in the Treasury held for the
Faymant of overdue called bonds has been left on deposit, without interest,

n any Government depository, and what was the largest amount thereof at
any one time, stating the names of the in which such money was
deposited, and what security the Treasury held for the payment thereof

e Bron d'l?g;lt{ni tion heretof nicated ither H of
o 'orma! @ ‘ore communica to e ouse
Congmmahaﬂnothemw but references to the documents where the
same is to be found shall o, and names of subscribers to popular loans
gince June, 1877, to whom no commissions have been paid or allowed, may be

omitted.”

Attest: GEO. C. GORHAM, Secretfary.

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, considerable was said in a recent
discussion which was had about the necessity for a popular loan.
The difficulty in awarding bonds to investors is very great. It is
appreciated. Contained in the correspondence on page 618 of
tlllle book which I hold in my hand is a newspaper item, which I
also ask permission to publish in my remarks, showing that the
same tactics by bidders were reso to then as now and that the
same clamor of men who wanted fo advertise themselves as dis-
apfpointed bidders took place then. This is the item to which I
refer:

After the 4 percents that have been offered were all sold, many large sub-
scriptions were received, particularly from New York banks. ﬁ‘hm wera
not, of course, acce| Some of t were forwarded to the Secretary
after he had left the Department for theday. Heisin doubt to-night whether
these are all bona fide subscriptions, or whether those who senfthem were
not already aware that no more 4 percents were just now for sale, and
whether they did not therefore make their offers for fame and not for the
purpose of obtaining the bonds.

Mr, President, thatisalways thedifficulty. Whenyourloans are
made in the Government there are men atthe lastmoment making
their bids when they know the Department is closed and the bids
can not be accepted, and they do it simply for the p of ad-
vertising themselves. That was something like thesituation with
the Graves bid, and the situation with some other bids in this
instance. This newspaper item simply corroborates that fact.

I also desire to have read a letter to Mr, SHERMAN from the
Continental National Bank of New York, on page 622, and another
from the National Bank of the State of New York to the Secretary,
making complaints of unfair treatment, making complaints of
favoritism, making against the distingunished Senator from Ohio
the same charges that we have heard ringing in our ears for the
last six months against tJ;;Etesent distinguished Secretary of the
Treasury. He certainly will understand me. I am simply point-
ing to these things to show that they were unfair then, as they
are unfair now—not worthy of investigation then, as they are not
worthy of investigation now. They were not investigated then,
but the Senator from Ohio, the then Secretary of the Treasury,
was asked to explain in regard to them, to which I will allu
later.

The letters referred to are as follows:

CONTINENTAL NATIONAL BANK OF NEW YORE TO MR. EHERMAN.

CONTINENTAL NATIONAL BANK,
New York, April 7, 1879.

DEAR S1R: Since our Mr. Randolph's letter of Saturday, the parties from
whom we received the $3,000,000 subscription, of 4th of April, have made
formal demand upen us for the bonds. e supposed that your am de-
clining to receive the same had set all question at rest. @ °8 NOW
enforee their claim with the statement that others who subscribed similarly
within the business hours of that day have been awarded their bonds.

The subscription in question is the one to which we referred in our first
tel m, when we stated that there were * more to follow '; butasthe par-
ticnlars could not be made u? until the day’s work was over, they did not
resch us until shortly after 3 o’clock, as has been the practice of the same

rties with all the subscriptions they have made through ns. They seem to
fﬂmk, therefore, that as their subscription was made entirely in the regular
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and established order in which their preceding ones had been made, they can
hold us to the delivery.
‘We should, perhaps, add that the wﬂmt:lstion were not members of

the syndicate whose bid we afterwards £ nor had they any knowl-
edge of itsexistence.
Respectfully, FRED. TAYLOR, Cashier.

Hon. JoHN SHERMAN,
Secretary of the Treasury, Washinglon

NATTONAL BANE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, NEW YORK, TO MR. SHERMAN.
THE NATIONAL BANK OF THE STATE oF NEW YORE,

New York, April 7, 1879.
81R: We telegraphed you to-day, as follows:

“Your letter of 5th received. One million seven hundred of our subscrip-
tions were received by us about 12 o'clock. About one million three hun-
dred were received between the hours of 12 and 2.50. Balance of subscrip-
tion received after 3 o'clock. g

** Our customers complain of serious loss, having made 1 sales same day

nst their subseriptions, presuming that the same would be accepted.
'Ithcssible for you to accept the three million, or any part, please tele-
graph "

Confirming the above, we beg to add that the snbscriptions comprising the
amount, §1,700.000, were received about 12 o’clock in the day, and the certifi-
cates issuned and letters written and both duly signed before 2p. m. Having
been notified in the meantime that additional su‘h&crigtions toa large amount
would be sent in shortly, we thought to inclose the whole in one letter to you.
knowing that there was ample time, the Washington mail closing at 7.30

. m.; and, in consequence of the amount, we took the {mutmto

legraph as soon as our total for the day was ascertained, say 5.30 p. m., and
rer?uea‘bed an early shipment.

he mh@cﬂgjﬂms were made in every way in accordance with our nsual
custom; and, in consequence of your di to receive them, our custom-
ers, who have long been prominent dealers in United Stases bonds and sub-
ecribers to la amounts through us, have been subjected to great disa
pointment and loss. 'We knew of no reason for any unusual haste in dxspa.bcg
mgur letters, and deviated in no respect from our usual custom.

@ subseriptions and the order eir receipt were as follows: §200,000,

000, §500, £250,000, $500,000; total, £2,960,000, received
000 beg to hand you herewith a letter just received from

or to 3 p. m.
iy - essrs. Speyer &
for whose account the subseription first in order, $200,000, was received,
which will serve to show our ion in the matter and the view which is
generally taken of the matter by all of our customers interested.

‘We beg to say, in conclusion, that we shall be greatly accommodated if the

subscrip as stated, can be accepted; and we await vour ly, hoping
that the matter will be adjusted to thesatisfaction of all parties. Your reply
at the earliest possible moment will oblige,

Yours, very respectfully, R. L. EDWARDS, Casliier.

To the honorable SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
Washington, D. C.

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, Mr. Carlisle will survive these at-
tacks; history will vindicate him as history vindicated the Senator
from Ohio. The names of the critics and fault-finders who found
fault with the Senator from Ohio are almost unknown, while the
name of the Secretary will live in the future history of our country.

In the famous book written by the Senator from Ohio, which I
presume member of the Senate has, the Senator himself
speaks of the difficulties in the way of resumption which he en-
countered. He speaks of the difficulties which encountered him
in the great refunding period wherein he administered the office
of Secretary of the Treasury. He gives in full in his book one of
the contracts which I have already incorporated inmy remarks.
He thought the contract was for the best interests of the country.
He speaks of it in this form in the book entitled John Sherman’s

ections of Forty Years in the House, Senate, and Cabinet,
Pa’rghe%:rhn of this tract and th blicity of the
e im Lo} SO an 2 O] n
Lk oy e s g v i ey Y i
of ise and censure. All varieties of opinion, from extravagant flattery to
me by the editors of papers accord-
made no effort at and no an-
Lo
m O11S Was
oS Pl

ONS.
™ or , but
respect to the matter to anyone, whether
to me. Perhaps as accurate a statement as an
George Alf Townsend, over his nom de
York Graphie of April 12, 1878. He said, etc.

Then he said further, and I quote from the book, on page 646:

The Eastern press, almost without exception, gave its hearty a.p%ovnl of
e contract made and the mode and manner negotiation. e lead-
papers in New York, including the H . Tribune, and Times, gave
accounts. Inthe BBL, however, where the cTaze, or * heresy,"”

green’
as it was commonly prevailed, the press was either indifferent or op-
to the contract and to the object sought. It issi r how strong the

ecling in favor of an irredeemable paper currency was in many of the West-
ern towns and among the farming people. Uni States no universally
called greenbacks, were so much better as money than the bank notes wers
before the war that the people were entirely content with them, even if they
were (uoted at a discount in coin. They were good enough for them. Any
movement tending to reduce their number was eagerly denounced.

At the very time when the negotiation was being made the SBenate Finance
Committee was discussing the expedienc{[or agreeing to the bill repealing
the resumption act which imd passed the House. The indications were that
the committes had agreed upon a time when a final vote should be taken
upon this bill, and that it wounld be favorably reported by a majority of 1.

Subsequently a committee was appointed, the Committee on
Banking and (;u:rency of the House of Representatives, and, un-
der and in pursuance of a resolution which was passed, it pro-
ceeded totakeup the matter. Then the chargespoured in against
Secretary Sherman. He says:

While I was congratulal myself npon accomplishing an important work
for the people, I had ar an animosity more bitter and violgrgt than an
Iever encoun 'ore or sinee, Iwas direetl; eorrecpom;:

1 y. bya
ext of the National Republican, published in Washington, with

So is John G. Carlisle now charged with corruption—
and that I was interested in and would make money through the syndicate,
. Was I not right in saying yesterday that history is repeating
itself?

It was said that I *came to the United States Senate several years ago a
poor and p&rhsfm an honest man. To-day hepﬂ.ggtam ona computed prop-
erty of over half a million, all made during his Sena term, on a
of §6,000 a year and perquisites.” My property at home and in Washington
was discussed in this letter and the inference was drawn t in some way.
by corrupt methods, 1 had made what [ . It is true that I found
many ready defenders, but I fook no notice of these im%mmtiona. knowing
that they were entirely unfounded, for I never, directly or indirectiy, de-
rived any advantage or profit from my public life except the =

At one time it was d that a subcommittee comsisting of Messrs.
Ewing, Hartzell, and Crittenden had been in correspondence with
bankers, financiers, and eapitalists, and that information had been ohf;
which led to the conclusion that I had derived profit from the negotiation.
It was said that the committee to interview me upon the subject
of my recent syndicate tions; thatthesyndicate would get about §7 -
commission, which conld have been saved outsiders been permitted to
bug the bonds; that the committee had summoned membersof the syndicate
and bankers who were not admitted into the syndicate, but who wanted to
be allowed to ‘blbv;n‘lmnds without any commission; that the allegation was so
well supported t a resolution was prepared authorizing the committee to
investigate, but that this was unnecessary, as the resolution anthorizing the
Banking and Cuarrency Committee to make inquiries concerning mum.ﬂ)ﬂm
conferred authority to inquire into this matter. The only sign of the alleged
im;esﬁ:gamun was an inq: from Mr. Ewing, which was answered by me,
as follows:

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, April 12, 1578,

S1r: In compliance with your request of the 18th instant, I inclose here-
with a copy the contract recently made with a syndicate of New York

kers for the sale of 4} per cent bonds. The only previous co ence
on thizssubject was a letter sent to said bankers and one to the presidents of
certain national banks, copies of which ara incl

In raﬁpunﬁa to your question as to the amount of accrued interest that will be
allowed to the syndicate at each payment en account of such sales, I have to
reply that no accrued interest is paid to them; but, as you will see by the
fourth pa: ph of said contract, they are to pay the United States the
amount of interest acerued on the bond up to the time of payment for it in
addition to the premium of 14 per cent. The interest on the 4 J)er cent
bonds accrued on the lst of Mar&. and therefore the interest is ed from

to be paid is fixed by the law at one-half of 1

that date to the date of payment for the bonds.
The amount of
r cent, but out of this the associates are to pay all expenses incurred
hem in the sale, and reimburse the United States all expenses
as stated by said contract ph 5
Very respectfully, JOHN SHERMAN, Secretary.
Hon. THOMAS EWING
Acting Chairman Commitiee on Bau.kﬁ;? and Currency,
ouse of Representatives,

Mr. President, unquestionably all that is true. The point for
which I read from this book that will live in history when the
men who traduced SHERMAN are forgotten is to show that his
worthy successor has been subjected to the same mean, vile, con-
temptible criticism, that the same charge is made against him of
complicity with syndicates, of accepting commissions from syn-
dicates, and so on.

The Democratic committee of the House of Representatives did
not rush in to have an investigation. Oh, no, Mr. President; they
did not propose to adopt a resolution offensive in its terms, as this
was when it was first proposed. They sent a lefter. They asked
the Secretary’s apFearance at one time. Then subsequently he
himself wrote the following letter:

MaAyY 21,1878,

DeAr Sir: I notice the er barkings of Buell in the Post about the syndi-
me.

I wish to say to you that nothing would please me better than to have the
Banking and Currem Committee examine into this matter, and I am quite
sure you will be gratified that the result will be to my credit.

Now, mark these words—

1 have no desire to dignify this by asking an inv but only to sa;
to you pﬁva@y.uawmﬂh@itwlmm fear, guchn{l

mqm:?.
ery truly, yours, JOHN SHERMAN.
Hon. THOMAS EWING,
Homse of Repn A
So, Secre Carlisle to-day did not wish to dignify the whole

matter by asking for an investigation. He was willing to bide
his time. As I said four or five weeks ago, when this discussion
first began,1 was not aunthorized to speak for the Secretary when
opi)oﬁ'in the proposed investigation.

Ir. LEN. Iask the Senator if Mr. Carlisle has written a
letter similar to the one he has just read.

Mr. HILL. I will come to that in a few moments; I am glad
the Senator has asked the guestion. Mr. President, the Senator
from Ohio took the correct position at that time when he said he
did not wish to dignify the proceeding by asking an investigation,
but he was willing at all times to appear before a committee of
either House to answer any question. That is the way, sir, that
Secretary Carlisle should have been treated by the Senate. Its
Committee on Finance should have invited him to come before
them and explain any transaction about which they had any doubt,
That is the correct, that is the manly conrse. The Democrats on
the committee,in my humble judgment, should have seen fit if
they had any doubt—Mr. President, they did not have any doubt
about it—

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I should like to add a word
or two to the remarks already made,
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Mr. HILL. . The Senator is at liberty to do so. 2 .

Mr. SHERMAN. Of tha% committee Mr. Buckner, of Missouri,
I believe, was then chairman. Mr. Ewing was the most active
member. They all asked me to come before the committee of the
House, and I was examined there for days. A book of probably
100 or 150 pages gave all the details of the examination. I feel
bound to say that they treated me very kindly, as I have no doubt
Mr. Carlisle will be treated kindly by any committee. They asked
all sorts of questions, and they received answers so fully that at
the close Mr. Buckner was very complimentary to me; and that
was the end of it. There were no further remarks made about it,
so far as I know. That was in regard to resumption in 1878,

If the Senator from New York will allow me, I will state that I
think myself whenever the slightest insinunation or doubt or charge
is made against an officer, especially of the Treasury Department,
about which there will be naturally a great deal of feeling, be-
cause there is a great deal of responsibility, the best way is for
him to come before the two bodies of Congress and there give all
the information he possibly can. I didthat beforeacommittee of
the Senate and a committee of the House of Representatives, both
of which were strongly Democratic at the time. I was fairly
treated by them and very justly in their report.

Mr. HILL. I think the Senator also says in the letter which I
read that he would not dignify the proceeding bi'[ask'in for an

-investigation, which was true, and that is what . Carlisle has
done. He submitted to the newspaper attacks; he submitted to
the attacks in the Senate.

Now, Mr. Boutwell did not escape either. In 1872, when he was
Secretary of the Treasury, a proceeding was instituted rather
offensivein its character, and it was started by a resolution. Iread
from the Congressional Globe:

NEGOTIATION OF LOAN.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the report of the Committee
on Ways and Means, recommending the adoption of the following resolution:
“ Regolved, That in the opinion of this House the Secretary of the Treasury,
in negotiating the loan authorized by the act of July 14, 1570, has neither in-
ereased the bonded debt nor incurred an expenditure contrary to law."
Mr. Dawes. I now enter a motion to recommit this resolution to the com-

mlf[t:eéox. I desire to offer a substitute for the resolution reported.

Mr. Dawses. I will hear it read.

The Clerk read the proposed substitute, as follows:

“ Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to report
the bill before them prohibiting all commissions, dedunctions, or compensa-
tion of any kind to any person for the sale, negotiation, and exchange of
United States securities, and prohibiting the employment of any agent ex-
ce%t a proper t!:’ﬂicer of the Treasury Department for such sale, negotiation,
O S ra" T oan not admit that now, On thedth of December last the
gentleman from New York who has {ust taken his seat [Mr, Cox] offered &
preamble and resolution, which I ask the Clerk to read.

The Clerk read as follows:

“Whereas it is alleged that the Becretary of the Treasury, in placing the
newly authorized 5 per cent bonds upon the market, has, in defiance of the law
creating them, increased the public bonded debt, and has exceeded the one-
half of fper cent allowed by the funding act for all expenses in placing said
Wées'ro]}::sr?l‘rl?at the Committee of Ways and Means be directed to investi-

te the said transaction and have power to send for persons and papers, and

report the amount of such increase of the bonded debt, if any, the agents
employed and paid by him for the services rendered, all contracts pertaining
to the same, and the sums paid to said agents.”

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, this resolution was not adopted by tne House,
but was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means for consideration.
The committee invited the Secretary of the Treasury and the gentleman
from New York [Mr. Cox] before them, and heard both so far as they desired
to be heard.

There was complaint made that too much money was paid in
commissions for financial negotiations which were had. € reso-
lution was not adopted by the House, as Mr. Dawes sags in his
gpeech, but was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means
for consideration. That is what I think should have been done
with the pending resolution, but I am not now going to discuss
that question, because yesterday the Senate refused to refer the
resolution in the first instance to the committee.

ittee invited the Secretary of the Treasury and the gentleman
frﬁab?g::%ork [lf[lr‘ Cox] b:sfors them, and heard both so far as they desired
to be heard.

Here was a resolution comglaining of the fees and commissions
paid to various parties on the sale of these bonds upon which
there was a 1engt£§- and elaborate and caustic debate. It was not

d but simply referred to the committee, and the committee
invited the Secretary of the Treasury before them,and then he
lained.
ow, I want to put in, with the kind permission of the Senate,
a few extracts from these speeches, which I do not intend now to
detain the Senate with reading. Here will be found denuncia-
tions of the syndicate, denunciations of Secretary Boutwell, com-
laints of all kinds and character, in which the fiscal affairs were
Senominated fiscal failures and scandals, in which members of
the House congratulated themselves that, although they had not
obtained any icular advantage by this discussion, as one of
them says, ¢ It has developed enoug}l; it has killed the syndicate.
The cryis, ‘ No more syndicates.’” They flattered themselves that

their v
cates. ey imagined that no more in the history of the conntry

would cagitslista be appealed to to supply money to purchase Gov-
ernment

Mr. Speaker, a3 [ was unable to agree with the majority of the Committes
of Ways and Means in the report submitted by the chairman last week rela-
tive to the letin.l.ity of the arrangement entered into by the Secretary of the
Treasury with Jay Cooke & Co. and their associates, known as the syndicate,
in the refunding of a portion of the first $00.000,000 of the bonded debt of
the United States, nnder the act of July 14,157), I have thonght it best to
state the reasons for my dissent to the House, as the action taken on the
report and resolution submitted will doubtless govern the action of the Sec-
retary in the disposition of the remaining $1,200,000,000 which by that act he
is authorized to put upon the market, so that our determination of ths ques-
tion has a far greater significance than the mere vindication of the pastaction
of the Seeretary, however desirable that may be regarded. I do not desire
in this matter to seek any party advantage: I certainly would not knowingly
do the Secretary injustice; indeed, I regret that it became my duty to inves-
tigate the matter, as it was a subject entirely new to me, and one to which I
had not given as much consideration heretofore as perhaps I ought.

The resolution submitted by the House to the committee is as follows:

** Whereas it is that the Secretary of the Treasury, in placing the
newly authorized 5 per cent bonds upon the market, has, in defiance of the law
creatmﬁ them, increased the public bonded debt and has exceeded the one-
half of 1 per cent allowed by the funding act for all expenses in placing said
loan: Therefore

“*Regolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means be directed to investi-
gate the said transactions,and have power to send for persons and papers,
and to report the amount of such increase of the bonded debt, if any, the
agents employed and paid lt:g him for the services rendered, contracts
pertaining to the same, and the sums paid to said aﬁutﬁ.“

The only evidence taken by the committee was that of the Secretary and
Jay Cooke, whose statements are attached to the report of the majority, and
the only sections of existing laws which it is necessary to consider spécially
are the following.

» *® ® L * * *

But I donot ag‘ree that the increase of §135.000,000 in the bonded debt of the
country, which did take placein the transaction which we are considering—
a conaiderable portion of which increase still continnes—was either necessary
or proper; and I am further of opinion that the contract entered into by tha
SBecretary with Jay Cooke & Co. (for the syndicate) was not authorized by
law, and gave these gentlemen an unnecessary and improper control of the
funds of the Government for the purpose ogd'private in, which Congress
ought not to sanction or establish as a precedent, which will authorize the
;rreaent or any future Secretary to adopt it in the disposition of the remain-
ng £1,300,000,000 of the bonds directed to besold. I propose as briefly as I can
to st.i;tgi the facts which, under the laws I have stated, have led me to these
conclusions,

* * * * B . .
T understand the meaning of that and the other sections of the act of Jul
14, 1830, to be to make all the surplus gold in the Treasury qu:{]}ga ﬂppumblz
to the payment and cancellation of the 520 bonds which have me redeem-
able as the proceeds of the sale of the new 5 per cent bonds are; and 1 sup-
pose there never was a day sinee the l4th of July, 1870, when there waa
not from fifty to seventy-five million dollars of gold in the ‘'reasury, or in
the several depositories, subject to the order of the Secretary. Iam, there-
fore, ntterly unable to see, when there were many hundred millions of the
520 ds redeemable at the option of the Secretary, why, with §135,000,000 of
new b per cent bonds sold, as he states in his report, 'ore September 1, and
with over £0,000,000 of other fn!.dt]l%inﬁ idle in the Treasury, he only called in
and stopped interest npon S100,000.000 by his notice of September, 17, 1871,
unless it was, as I said before, to allow the syndicate to hold and use the
ﬁorﬁey E;)rftlgeu:i personal benefit, while the people were paying interest on

th sets of bonds.

Thus Jay Cooke & Co. raceived as commission on a subscription for. aﬁ;}.
885,000,000, over 773,000, less expenses, etc., while the banks received 3220,
on their su‘ba(-rli:t.ion for §115,775,500. But the great profit to Messrs. Jay
Cooke & Co. in this contract with the SBecretary,in the way it has been man-
aged, consisted in the loan toor retention by them of the Government money,
while they were drawing interest on the bonds which they had purchase:
with it. Nobody doubts that it was worth to them at least 6 per cent, which
on $135,000.000 for the three months is §2,025,000, from September 1 to mber
1, while held under coniract. But thatisnotall. They hadit,onanaverage,
say, from the 20th of August, or one-third of a month before the notice of Sep-
tember1was given. The interest for that time (§225,000) must be added. The
Eecretary saye in his raﬁort of December 4 that more than $30,000,000 had then
been received under the notice and call of Beptember 1. If it had then
reached $51,000,000 he would have said so.

*® ® * ® L 3

& *
The amonnt the syndicate has received or will necessarily make by the
transaction may be stated thus:

Commissions (less expenses, amount TnkNOWD) . oeecoceennccacnana

Interest before September . . oo o

Interest under contract from September 1 to December 1

Interest after December 1 on 000,000, called for under notice
December 7 and Decembe

e S e T L S e e e R e
Interest after December 1, on $13,000,000 of first §100,000,000, till now. 130,000

= * L * *® * *

This is but the be ing of the refunding system under the law of July
1870. Thirteen hundred m%llion dollars are yet behind, if these contractsan
arrangements entered iuto so far are now indorsed and declared valid by
Congress, when the $300,000,000 to be refunded at 4} per cent interest and the
€1,000,000,000 at 4 per cent are put upon the market, loans to syndicates for six,
nine, and twelve months may be made after the new bonds bearing interest
are issued, notices of redemption of the outstanding bonds may be witbhheld
as long as it is neceasary, an?l when complaint is made that the law has been
violated, the action of this Congresson the report of the majority of the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, if it is adopted, will be relied on asa grec:rdont.
giving authority for whatever any Secretary may see fit to do. Your pres-
ent Seeretary may be removed or resign to-morrow: a less trustworthynan
may take his place. Men entertaining other views may be in power long be-
fore the $1,300,000,000 of bondsare refunded. Inshort, whenever violations of
law are sanctioned on any pretext whatever, the Government is at sea with-
out a compass and without a radder.

* « * * - *

&
h as a flurry and a fight! The gentleman from Tennessea .
m&?r&wm Wars);nd Meag.s. ﬂema!fﬁ called my colleague to ording.

vigorous and elognent speeches had killed the syndi- -
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He was in such high du n at this trothful and srophatio remark that my
coll 8 barely missed being honored by a second censure. 8till he reiter-
ated that there were tricks to be guarged ast from a plass of selfish

and adventurous bankers. This was before the *' syndicate
tized, though it was doubtleas born and active at that time. On the 1st of
July, 1870, t bill the House. I was one of those who did not vote

for it nor it; 1 feared the Greeks. As m¥ colleague’s amendment
against employing agents had been voted down, I was apprehensive that
such corrupt agencies would be used, as it were, constructively; for the very

voting down of the amendment would have been made, as we can now see, a

retext for the employment of suspicious agencies outside of the Treasury,

bill, however, was not a one. It was rightly called a bill for ** re-

ding and consolidating ' the debt. If squarely executed, it would have

avoided the late questionable transactions as to the syndicate; and it wounld

have enabled the tax-gm:_'er to save the 2 per cent which it was claimed would
have been saved by the issuance of an untaxed long bond of 4 per cent.

* * » ® * * L]

In a time like this, when scientific and mechanical ageéncies are cumulating
means: when the gold and silver of the mountains are being delved after
with such skill, rﬂistem‘:iy. and reward; when only since the lish
home debt has diminished one hundred millions, and when, as we have
boasted, we pay the same on our debt per year; when money lsso plentiful
that in seven o{ms, up to 1807, the world's national debt has increased
&uﬂ,un.un. not counting the enormous railway debts of the world—§1,500,-

,000 more—at such an epoch of the world; when credit, once a pigmy. has
en tic wonder, our nation, under its boasted rule of men * en-
tirely great,” goes around the world dickering with lBgo.ﬂwmu bankers and soi-
disant syndicates at the rate of seven and a half millions as commissions on
fifteen hundred millions only, and that, too, at an interest or premium 1 per
cent greater than the average rate of all other nations!

1 speak in no party sense when I say that we are humiliated by such fiscal

failures and mudnfz.
= L ] - - - - *

Although my resolution oiz‘ifnored by the Ways and Means Committee it
has been uctive of ﬁ' It has davalo?ed enough. It has killed the
gyndicate. The ery is, ** No more syndicates.’

I have proposed a bill similar to that of the Secretary, which will erystallize
my ideas into a repealing law. If my resolution has done no other good, it
has at least p the glaring defects of the law, so loosely construed,
even if for good purposes. The country should be thankful thut the attention
of Congress is called, not only to the exceptional and jng’fm legislation of
the last Congress, with a view to its remedy, but called al the fact that
one of the best members of the Cabinet has fallen into the practice of the
head of the Government, and has assnmed authority never conferred.

Besides, it became indispensable, under the light of free journalism and
Congressional criticism, that onr credit should not be further tampered with
and dishonored by such a system of private and favoritism. We do
not want to grant an exclusive monopoly to dicker in the public securities.
Truly, we have had enough of these manipulations and mutations of our in-
vestments. Their effect reaches every element of our wealth, every industr:
of our land, and every dollar of our capital. I have an extract here whic{
illustrates what I say in a remarkable waﬁ:

“ Extent of the ring operutions.—Though the Treasury ring rarely uses a
dollar of its own money, its cial operationscount upamong the thousand

ions. The contents of our National Treasury is ever at itscommand, and
at times it controls and manipulates for its own benefit the entire bonded
debt of the nation. Able at any time to secretly lock up or unlock one or
more hundred million dollars of the people’s money, it controls the value of
the merchants’ wares and the products of our manufacturers, farmers, me-
chanics, and day laborers throughout the length and breadth of the land.
Having the power to mani;iouln.ta our national debt by withdrawing bonds
from the market and secretly or openly putting them afloat ways at
Government expense, the ring has our money market almost, if not wholly,
in its control. outwell's syndicate operation, a large portion

unting Mr.
of our national debt has been manipulated intoand out of the market not less
than thirteen times during the last ten years. Anyone at all familiar with
the ring’s operations can trace these astounding financial jobs for himself.
Take a portion of the £00,000,() of the new 5 percents recently put upon the
market, for example. This is the way it was mnigulated:

“1. 1t was put in the market ten years ago by the Treasury Department
in the form of Treasury warrants, certificates of indebtedness, quartermas-
ter's vouchers, etc.

2. Next withdrawn or purchased in by ring brokers at a heavy discount.

*3. It then appeared in the market in the form of greenbacks.
br.;i Greenbacks drawn out by secret sale of Treasury ring commission

ars.

“5. The 7.30 Treasury note makes its appearance.

@, The 7.30 note is withdrawn by ring brokers.

7. Finds the honest greenback again in its gelaoa,

“8. The greenback is n withdrawn by the ring.

9, Bhows the 520 bunds to have taken up a position.

10, The five-twenties, or asmall portion of them, disappear syndicateward.

“11. The long-lost gold coin aﬁnpears again.

12, Gold coin disappears—what little there is of it.

“13. After a sojourn of ninety dn{'s in the syndicate, the new i percents
make their appearance in the marke

Lo ortion of the 5 percents were exchanged d:':rectlz for five-twenties, thus
reducing slightly the number of manipulations of the portion directly con-
l‘:ﬁﬁ :i thale.l. gn.l:m“ ce was managed as above stated, mkfég thirteen manipu-
ons in

This may or may not be exactly the manner in which this remarkable syn-
dicate performs; but it is by no means distant from the truth. Talk about
Biddle and the United States bank! Talkabout the pet bank system of thirty

hills to this mountain of fiscal favoritism.

years ago. They were as molel 5

And all these remarkable transmutations, which have no lel in the
nleiihta of the oriental juggler,are done by what? A syndicate! And what,
in the name of the common people, is a syndicate?

Mr. President, one has only to read this extensive debate to see
how senseless were some of these accusations, how unfounded
they were, how it was simply an effort to assail men who had in
an emergency of the country loaned money to the Government
upon bonds; and I put in a little statement from a speech showing
how much the syndicate received or necessarily made by the
transaction, and some figures of about $4,000,000—some $4,000,000
charged as commissions. There were the same charges made
n%mt Jay Cooke & Co. during the war.

Foit I;rqside;n!go this p;egeﬂ::t pm;'&f”ing is nothing new. Itis ?:1
attempt simply to dignify the proc: because we are approach-
ingagmsidzn al campaign, sndtha?:gaall the.rei.sntit?p'l‘here

is nothing whatever to investigate. I said the other day,and I do
not care now about repeating it, I am opposed to the principle
that every time a charge is made against an official of the Govern-
ment it must be investigated and dignified by a formal investigat-
ing committee. I suppose I will be charged now with being the
champion of Jay Cooke & Co., and the champion of all the syn-
dicates, because I am simply referring to what history shows us.

So much in regard to Secretary Boutwell. Another attack was
instituted on Mr. Sherman in an elaborate article published in
the New York newspapers. I have it here, but will not ask pgar-
mission to insertit. I do not take any stock in the article, but
newspapers influence public opinion; newspapers create scandal
at times; newspapers sometimes stir up such demonstrations as
are witnessed here when men, as I think, from moral cowardice,
are afraid to oppose an investigation because somebody thinks
that something is wrong.

Mr. President, I am not going to be led at this late hour into a
discussion of the silver question proper. I had intended a week
or two ago to take this opportunity to express some views upon
the subject. I have not now time. I simply call the attention of
the Senate to the fact that the so-called Bland dollar was never a
full legal tender; it was only a legal tender for debts wherein some
other form of currency was not expressly provided for in pay-
ment. Not being a full legal tender, a question of propriety arises
as to whether the Government should compel a person at thislate
day to accept silver dollars in payment of his oblizgations against
tne Government. Should a holder of securities be compelled to
accept in payment a silver dollar which itself is not a full legal
tender, not a legal tender when he proposes to pay off his railroad
mortgages payable in gold, not a legal tender when he {Jroposas to
lignidate any contract the terms of which are payable in gold?
Need I say to you, sir, that nearly all the railroad bonds of this
country are payable in gold? Need I tell the Senate that nearly
all the contracts that are now made are made in gold? You may
say it is not right, it ought not to have been; but it has been done.
The history of the last thirty years shows it. And now we are
asked that the holders of these securities shall be compelled to ac-
cept a Bland dollar authorized in 1878, which ifself is not a legﬁ.l
_tm:uivalr(i and which itself will not pay any of the securities payable
in gold.

Mr. President, it is true that it was a mistake on the part of the
true friends of silver coinage to consent to any such provision
being placed in the coinage act authorizing the Bland dollar. I
am one of those who believe that the currency, or rather money,
created by the country, coined by the country, should be itself a
legal tender for every debt, so that it could be paid upon every rail-
road security, paid fo every debtor. Instead of that we have the
Bland dollar, which of itself necessarily becomes a depreciated

currency. ,

Mr. President, a word more about popular subsecriptions, The
Februoary syndicate of 1895 represented banks all over the coun-
try,and those banks in furn represented individual interests.
There may be a few persons so credulous as to believe that the
syndicate in the purchase of the bonds represented no one but
tﬁemselvea. That is not true. The syndicate embraced banks in
different parts of the country, and those banks embraced individ-
uals. A syndicate is simply the representative or the agent of
all those who desire to invest in common. Individual bidders
usually obtain gold from the Treasury. That has been demon-
strated over and over again. The value of dealing with the syn-
dicate arises from the fact that the dicate usually procures
its gold from abroad,and that is for :ﬁen benefit of the country
and relieves the Treasury. Individual subscribersusually donot.
If we are to have free coinage of silver every dollar should be made
a full Ie%al tender. ,No one will question that. Parties should
not be obliged to accept a depreciated dollar. Parties should not
be obliged to accept a Bland dollar, which of itself does not pur-
port to be a full legal tender.

I do not propose at this time to discuss the provisions of the
Chicago platform of 1862. It has been commented upon in the
Senate over and over again. It is sufficiently elastic for almost
every Democrat to stand upon. It favors an international
ment on the subject of gold and silver, and if that can not be had
it expresses the sentiment that silver should not be coined except
under such safeguards of legislation as will absolutely produce a
parity of the two metals. That is all that any silver man in the
country can possibly want.

I heard the most interesting discussion this morning, fair and
candid, between the Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEWART] and
the Senator from Illinois [Mr. PALyMER]. Both of them claim that
they want to maintain the parity of the two metals. Oneof them
insisted that the bare fact of opening our mints to silver would
create the parity. Both desire to secure the same result. What
the effect would be of such opening is, of course, largely a matter
of speculation. It does not seem as though it could safely be done
under existing conditions. I have not time to enter into a discus-
sion of that question.
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The question of a special committee was disposed of by a vote
of the Senate yesterday. I voted against a special committee,
because I always vote that way. Upon principle I have uniformly
opposed the creation of special committees for of inves-
tigation. I believe they are unnecessary. ey unnecessarily
dignify the &rooeedjn . They are not warranted by the tradi-
tions of the Senate. Yet I am disposed to state that my esteemed
friend the Senator from Kansas in proposing a special committee

ibly had in mind this fact, and I attribute his suggestion to
mwn sense of fairness. He probably thought that it was not
fair or wise to have a Democratic Secretary of the inves-
tigated by a Finance Committee consisting of Republicans, one
Republican-Populist, and the restsilver Democrats. Probably he
thought in his kindness of heart that it was better that there
shounld be a special committee.

The distingnished Senator from Georgia [Mr. GoRDOX], in his
few vigorous and eloguent remarks last evening, pictured the
Finance Committee as a most perfectly fair committee. Senators
recollect his idea of fairness. It was that the Secrefary of the
Treasury should be investigated by a committee npon which there
is not a single &rty friend who agrees with him on the financial

tion, and rest of whom are Republicans, and a Populist.
%{r. Carlisle, if the resolution is to be passed, will be turned over
to the kind mercies of those who, as Democrats, disagree with
him within party lines on the silver question. I wish to read the
names of the members of the Committee on Finance. Messrs.
MORRILL, SHERMAN, ALLISON, ALDRICH, PLATT, WoLcOTT, Re-
ublicans: Joxes of Nevada, Populist-Republican; VOORHEES,
s, VEST, JONES of Arkansas, WHITE, WALTHALL, silver
Democrats. :

The Secretary of the Treasury is believed to be what is called
a gold-money Democrat. It is the sense of fairness of the Senate
that he should be investigated by Republicans, who are opposed
to him politically, by a Populist, who is op to him politi-
cally, and by a committee on which all the Democrats are free-
gilver Democrats. I simply point out this fact to account for the
first suggestion upon the part of my friend the Senator from
Kansas for the appointment of a special committee, and it was
undoubtedly the high sense of fairness which he usually exhibits
in the Senate that prompted him to make the suggestion for a

ial committee instead of the Finance Committee as at present
constituted.

I think the Finance Committee is a fair committee. I believe
it to be. I voted to refer the matter to the Finance Committee
becanse I have always heretofore opposed the appointment of
gpecial committees. The committee, if the investigation is author-
ized, will take up this subject and investigate it most fairly
and thoroughly. In the end,if Secretary Carlisle shall be vindi-
cated from these newspaper attacks and these loose charges which
have been uttered in the Senate Chamber, how much will it be to
his gratification and to his credit if it shall come from the Finance
Committee, composed of his political adversaries and those who
differ with him on the financial question.

I have already commented on proper course which I think
ghould have been pursued by the Senate, but the Senate has de-
creed otherwise, and I respectfully bow to its wisdom. That
course was that the resolution should have been referred to the
Committee on Finance. The Committee on Finance should have
respectfully invited the Secretary of the Tr to come before
it. In January, 1894, a question arose in re to the action of
the Treasury Department, and what was done? A resolution was
offered in 31'9 House of Representatives in ra%m-d to the issue of
bonds and the use of the gold reserve. It did not provide for a
committee of investigation. If was a resolution making inquiry.
It was a resolution expressing the sense of the House of Repre-
sentatives. The resolution was referred to the Judiciary Com-
mittee. What did the committee do? It sent a respectful letter
to the Secretary of the Treasury in January, 1894, and asked the
Secretary to appear before it. He did so on January 25. There
he made his statement; there the members of the committee

uestioned him fully for several hours. He answered. He gave
aaem all the information desired pertaining to the finances of the
country. His answers were frank; they were able. He showed
great familiarity with the subject involved, and at the conclusion
the chairman asked him if he would be kind enongh to look over
the notes of his remarks. Mr. Carlisle, in conclusion, said:

Yes, sir; I would be glad to doso,and if :‘13' ntleman desires or if the com-
mittee desires h::;_g other uest_téminsg_ﬁve f:!t']ilu bgaglalgd t.g‘;i? itat mn); ';li‘:

ppea.rin Oor Ben T . urnish =
b?:argmation t.lfe committee d%gtrm in rsﬁ% to this m.nguer

The chairman said:

The committee feels very much obliged to you.

And Mr. Carlisle departed. That is the way to conduct public
business courteously, That is what the Democratic House did.
There was no difficulty about appearing; there was no reluctance
in a; ing. Eestatedthesimtmngm:kly,mdmmapartof
the records of the House.

The:aﬂresent Committee on Ways and Means of the other House
have already had the bond question under consideration under a
resolution of investigation not passed, but referred to them for
p}'ehmma.ry inquiry. The nt Republican Ways and Means

Committee of the House of Representatives not long ago sent a
conrteous letter to Mr. Carlisle, and he replied. That lefter has
not been published, so far as I am aware. [ desire, with the kind
germjssicm of the Senate, to incorporate it in my remarks. Itis

ated March 7, 1896, and is addressed to Hon. NELSON DINGLEY,
Jr., chairman of the Wa{a and Means Committee, in which the
Secretary acknowledges the receipt of his favor, speaking of the
reference of the ution to the committee, and asking him to
make such response as to the allegations contained in the resolu-
tion as he saw fit. Then the Secretary of the Treasury proceeds
to elucidate the bond question and all the complaints that had
then been made. At the conclusion of the letter is the following
language, to whick-I invite attention:

I, notwithstanding this brief statement of the facts, the committes and
the House of Representatives consider the allegationscontained in the news-
gapar clippings which were inclosed in your letter, and which appear to

ave been adopted as the basis of the resolution, of suificient importance to
demand or justify an investigation, the Treasury Department will cheerfully
do all in its power to facilitate tt?::ln.quirg and |,11'orn'p‘£lu{l all papers,
other evid inits p on or under its control relating in
any manner to the transaction in question.

have the honor to be, very respeettu]ly.‘ryglré.ARL &
G ISLE, Secretary.

The Committee on Ways and Means were evidently satisfied
with the statement. They have asked for no further information.
They have not gone further with the resolution. They have not
ordered an investigation, but this body, which can not so appro-
priately investigate allﬁe{l wrongdoing as can the House of Rep-
resentatives, substantially usurps the functions of the House,
which is solely given the power of impeachment. The letter ex-
?]Ains the whole transaction. There i3 no real necessity for any

urther steps being taken.

Here is the letter:

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D, C., March 7, 1598.
Hon. NELsoN DINGLEY, Jr.,

Chairman Committee on Ways and Means, House of Representatives.

Sikr: I have the honor to a.c:knowledfu the receipt of your favor of Fel:

28, inclosing a copy of a preamble and resolution providing for the np%:ein

ment of a committes by the House of Representatives to investiga® the al-

1 conduet of the of the Treasury in refusing to deliver to one
Ham Graves $,500,000 in the bonds of the United States and awa:

said bonds to J. P. Mo & Co., notwithstanding the said Graves is all

to have “ tendered the mretsry of the Treasury the amount of said bid for

said bonds in gold at the subtreasury in the city of New York," and inviting

from me such response to the al tions as I may be pleased to make.

I have the honor to say that on the 6th day of January. 1898, a circular was
issned inviting sealed pro until 12 o'clock m. on Wednesday, February
5, 1805, for the chase 100,000,000 of United States 4 per cent coupon or
registered bonds in den tions o{egm or multiples of that sum, as might
be desired by bidders, and it was sta that * purchasers will be required to
pay in United States gold coin or gold certificates for the bonds awarded to
them, and the interest accrued thereon after the Ist day of February, 1896,
up to the time of payment for the bonds." Paymentsfor the bonds were re-
quired to be made at the various subtreasuries of the United Btates by in-
stallments, as follows: Twenty per cent and accrued interest upon receipt
of notice of tance of bids, and 20 per cent and accrued interest at
end of each ten days thereafter; that all bidders were given the

rivilege of paying the whole amount at the date of the first installment, and

hose who had paid all installments m‘eﬁouslymatnﬂnmm allowed topn&
the whole amount of their bids at any time not later the maturity
the last installment.

On the 15th day of January, melam additional circular was {ssned, n
ing bidders that after the pa; of the first installment of 20 per cent wi
od interest, the re of the amounts bid might be paid in install-
r cent each and accrued interest at the end of fifteen days
thereafter; but all accepted bidders were allowed to pay the whole amount
of their bid at the time of the first instaliment, and all ncce bidders who
had paid all installments p‘mvions]{ ma were allo to pay the whole
of their bids at any time not later than the maturity of the installment.

Among the pro received under t circulars was one from * Wil-
lam Graves and associates," in the words and figures following:

“New York Ciry, N. Y., February L, 1598.

“We here mﬁa@, under the terms of your circular of January 6, 1806,
to purchase Un’ Btates 4 per cent thirty-year bonds, described in said cir-
cuﬁr. of the face value of $4.500.000, and we agree to pay therefor at the rate
of 115.3301 and accrued int-ar]:ﬁer $100. We further agree, u due notice
of the acceptance of this su ption, to deposit the amount f in gold
coin or in gold certificates with the United States assistant treasurer at New
York City in accordance with the tarms of said circular.

“We dgm:re (mﬁi.shmed or em:.lpop) bonds in denominations as stated be-
low, and we wish them to be delivered to us at office of I.B. Newcombe,
Mills Building, New York Cit.y. or Bank of California, San y

*WILLIAM GRAVES AND ASSOCIATES.

“To the BECRETARY OF THE TREASURY."

Got]:pon. stered.
Lt ion
1,000

5/000 ..

10,000 -

Mr. Graves was wholly unknown to the Department, and the facts that he
failed to give his street ur office address, that the names of his associates
were not disclosed, and that the price he proposed to for the bonds was
considerably lzj‘ﬁar than responsible and bona fide ders were off

were sufficien my opinion, to jus ;n 5%1? coumru:ln& F:csogrdi i

character and stan before 1
cansed inguiries to be made at once in the city of New York, but no
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or satisfactory information concerning his business or financial standing was
obtained, and on the 7th day of February, 1806, I caused the following confi-
dential telegram to be sent to the assistant treasurer of the Umited States
at San Francisco, to wit:
“TREASURY DEPARTMEST, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
 Waskington, D. C., February 7, 1896.
“ARSISTANT TREASURER UNITED STATES, San Francisco, Cal.:

* Can you ascertain from the Bank of California or others as to the financial
::aj:ldmg anE reepoD naibﬂ.it.ly ottwmmm vaes,a. !.al&)rge ]nddea;nnéémngi.l It
portan o not neglect to answer promptly by wire. nfidential.
2 “J. g M.E?Lm Assistant Treasurer.”

On the same day the following response was received:
“FEBRUARY 7, 1895.
“TREASURER UNITED STATES, Washington, D. C.;

“Party referred to in yours of to-day.from what is learned from Bank of
Califo: and from others, was known \-en'slightit;oas promoter or financial
agent, but not capitalist. Can not give his whereabouts.

“C. P. BERRY, Assistant Treasurer.”

Although the information thus secured was not considered sufficient to
show to my entire eatizfaction the ability of the hidder to pay for sucha
large amount of bonds, yet as he appeared to have been “ very slightly
known as a financial nt, and as he professed to have others associated
with him in making his bid, it was deemed better not to reject his offer with-
out first giving him an op rtunité tocompl; with the terms of the circular
and his bid. g’at. of ahung,nt caution, therefore, and in order to avoid a pos-
sible mistake in a matter of such importance to the bidder and to the Gov-
ernment, anotice of acceptance was mailed to " William Gravesand associates,
New York, N. Y.,” on the evening of February 9, 1896, beu%]tha same day on
w%ich other notices to accepted bidders were mailed. e notice was as
follows:

“TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. C., February 8, 189.

“gBrrs: You are hereby notified that your subscription under the terms of
the Department circulars of January 6, Jan 9, and January 15, 1868, for
84,500,000 of the 4 per cent bonds of the United States for which you have
ng:eed to pay in United States gold coin or gold certificates, at the office of
the assistant treasurer in the city of New York, at the rate of $115.3391 and
accrued interest per 100 face value of said bonds, has n accepted.

“You are therefore requested to deposit with the United States assistant
treasurer at New York on or before the 15th day of February, 1896, the sum
of §1,038,051.90, which is20 per cent of the amount of your subscription at the

rice above named. The accrued interest from ]_?aﬁrwy 1, 1895, to date of

e payment hereby requested should also be at the rate of 4 per cent
on the amount of the bonds paid tﬁn‘ by said deposit. At the expiration of
fifteen days from the date of this first payment an additional payment of 10
per cent must be made, and such payments must be continued at intervals
of fifteen days until the whole amount is paid. The accrued interest accom-
pmeg'lng- ) pafrment. must be computed from February 1, 1866, to date of
such payment. you desire to pay the entire amount of your subscription
at once you may do so, or you may anti te the total payment of your sub-
seription at any time prior to the maturing of the last installment. In the
former case the amount to be d. ted is §5,190.259.50, with accrued interest
at4 rmntmﬂﬂﬁ‘mmmﬂ 1896, deposit.

“The of the Tressury should be promptly advised of the charac-
ter of the bonds desired (whether or coupon), and the denomina-
tions thereof. If this information already been furnished, please con-

m it.
“The bonds will be issued only upon receipt by the S8ecretary of the original
certificate of deposit of the stant treasurer receiving the payments. The
Department is prepared to begin the delivery of the bonds at once, and de-
liveries will be continued as rapidly as the facilities of the Department will

t.
** Respectfully, yours, «J. G. CARLISLE, Secretary.
“WILLIAM GRAVES AND ASSOCTATES,
** New York, N, Y.

A list of the accea:ted bidders was published in the principal newspapers of
the country, including the New York City papers, on the morning of Feb-
ruary 9, which Mr. Graves doubtless saw. t, however that may be, it is
certain that he knew of the acceptance of his bid as early as noon, February
10, as is shown by the following telegrams:
“[Telegram.]
“NEW YORK, .beﬂm 10, 1896—12.26 p. m.

“Hon. J. G. CARLISLE, 3 P

“ Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C.:
“Bank of California received their bond allotment. Have ours been for-
warded? Wire.

“WILLIAM GRAVES AND ASSOCIATES.

“[Telegram.]
“TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
* Washington, D. C., February 10, 1896.
“WILLIAM GRAVES AND Assgm{, oD
“ Vew N Xt

“Your notification was duly forwarded.

“W...E. CURTIS,

A . Assistant Secretary.
Immediately upon the receipt of the above telegram from Mr. vaeah:
du‘ﬁlicnt.a notification of acceptance was mailed tohm:?rn‘.)ddrmed to the Mi
Building, New York, and nothing further was heard from him until Febru-

13, at 12 o’clock m., when Mr. Allison Nailor, of the ecity of Washington,
delivered to the Secre in person a letter without date, from Graves to
him ( Nnﬂorg mquestiz.g& e latter to call on the SBecretary and ask for an
extension of time until the Wadnesda_g following, February 19, to pay the
first installment of 20 per cent on his bid, Thisletter was left at the t-
ment, and a copy is appended hereto.

In aletter to the t;.rdy dated February 13, 1898, a ﬁ:y of which is
appended, Mr. Graves stated that he had that daq received the ** original
notice of acceptance” of his bid and claimed that it had been erroneously
addressed, although his own quotation of the addressin his letter shows that
it was in exact accord with the information given on the face of his bid, He
fails to mention the fact that he had previously received a duplicate notice
and had also been notified by wire that the original had been sent. In this
letter he asked to be informed by wire or mail whether the bonds could be
delivered to the sub to be given to him “upon anticipated pay-

men%" and he was at once advised by a telegram, a mg{ of which is at-
tached. that the bonds could be issued o upon receipt at the Secre ‘s
office of the original certificate showing tt.hayhsdimenpnidtor.

was the course pursued in all cases, and Mr. Graves had been advised in his
notice of acceptance that the original certificate of deposit wounld be required.

Ou the day the first installment of 20 per cent was due, February 15, 1898,
Mr. Graves made another application bﬁ‘]ﬁolephmm message for an extension
of the time, and in responsa he was ormed by wire that no extension
could be given, as will be seen from the copy of the telegraphic dispatch to
him which is attached hereto. -

The statement in the preamble to the resolution inclosed in your letter that
Mr. Graves had tendered the Secretary of the Trmu% the amount of his
bid for bonds in gold at the subtreasury in the city of New York is wholly
incorrect. Neither he nor anyone for him tendered any gold whatever in
payment for the bonds, or any part of them, at the subtreasury at New York,
or elsewhere. On the contrary, on the morning of the 15th day of February,
1805, the day on which payments were req to be made, Mr. Graves sen
to the Secretary of the Treasury a telegram, in which he abandoned his origi-
nal bid of 115.391, and pro to take the bonds at 113.50, and stated that
he would give satisfactory financial indorsements by Wadneadagj,sl?ehrnsry
10th, showing hisability to fultill such an agreement. A copy of this telegram
isappended. Andonthesame day,and other days up toand including the18th
day of February, he wrote and sent various letters and telegrams to the Secre-
tary, copies of ail which are appended hereto. No notice was taken of these
telegramsand letters for the reason that aecording tothe termsof the cireular
under which the bonds were offered to the public, the time for receiving bids
had expired on the 5th day of February, 159, at 12 o’clock m., and no bids
made or received after that time had been or could properly be considered.
Bids had been made in good faith by responsible ﬂ]i‘tl the designated
time and in accordance with the terms of the lar for the whole of the
proposed loan, and the Department has in every case declined to consider
ang' bid which was not so made. 2

0 far as this Department has been able to ascertain, Mr. Graves had no
associaces in his bid, and was wholly unable to comnply with its terms. It
was not a bona fide bid, but was lE»tmal speculative, and subsequent devel-
opments showed that it ought to have been rejected at the baﬁ[l:{ning nlonﬁ
with two other bids of the same character, amounting to ﬁ. 000, whie
were in fact rejected, and about which no complaint has been made by the

tended bidders, or nni;budy else, His complaint that he had been em-

rrassed or obstructed by errors or delays on the part of the Treasury

part: t is not sust: by the facts. There were no errors or delays
on the part of the Department. According to the termsof the circular under
which his bid was made, the first installment, 20 per cent ard accrued inte
was required to be paid *‘upon receipt of notice of acceptance of bids,” an
if his bid was in fact made in good faith he of course expected to comg)ly
with that requirement. By the terms of the notice of acceptance sent to
him, however, the time of payment was extended until and including the
15th of February, 154, notwithstanding which he failed to make any deposit
whatever on account of his offer.

If this bid had been rej at the beginning, the duty of the Secre of
the T'masu.rg to award the $4.500,000 in bonds to the next highest responsible
bidder would have been perfectly clear, and it is difficult to see how the fact
that its fletitious character was not fully discovered until a later date can in
any way affect either the duty of the Secretary or the rights of other bona
fide bidders. Messrs. J. P. Morgan & Co. had, within the time ibed
the circular, and in accordance with the terms of the rr:pm],r;g?.i‘n a
for the whole $100.000,000 at a price of §110.6877, and bona fide bids above
that price having been accepted, theumm entitled to bave awarded to
the remainder of the loan. On and before February 15, 15890, that firm de-
posited the sum of 36,520,018 in gold coin and certificates, and on that da;
they notified the Treasury alzc;fmrtment by wire that they had deposi
gold with the subtreasurer Government demsitorias rgely in exceas
of 20 per cent on any ible amount that could be awarded to them.

After a careful consideration of the subject they were notified on Februa:
19, 1596, that they would be required to receive and pay for all the bon
which Graves and a few other smaller bidders had failed to take, and the
firm has already paid in gold and ti:r‘:!ld certificates the sum of $37,498.100, leav-
ing wnpaid only about $2,000 o the entire smount awarded £o 15 Ordinary
good faith on the part of the Government demanded that bona fide bidders
who bad strictly complied with all the reguirements of the proposal under
Ehich their °f-f°§§ warpt ix‘:lad? ﬂngtoi'léld not be exf.lnded fl{;)tlil G%J?geméim by

@ Wron, interposi o ous or purely speculative and inm
opinion the only legal and honorable mnpr:e tgat could be pursned in khlz
matter was to award the bonds upon which defaults were made to the par-
ties who had in good faith, and within the time prescribed, submitted the
next highest offer. ;

If, notwithstanding this brief statement of the facts, the committee and
the House of Representatives consider the allegations contained in the news-
B:ger clip which were inclosed in your letter and which appear to have

1 adopted as the basis of the resolution of sufficient importance to demand
or justify an in tiom, t I Department will cheerfully do all
: bk f ot ot L it o e B L
evidence mn its on or under 1ts control re any man-
ner toi tﬂ:: tr'?hamh tion in momreapectt’nll ¢ -

ve onor to be, very ¥, yours,
:LyG. CARLISLE, Secretary.

Mr. President, I oppose the investigation now even thongh the
terms of the resolution have been modified and its offensive fea-
tureseliminated and the re committee substituted for a special
committee. I confess I not a]iprove of the precedent which
will be created. The Senate has already been satiated with reso-
lutions for the investigation of Florida matters, and it referred
them notwithstanding every consideration of courtesy which was
urged. Yet when we refuse to one of our own Democratic asso-
ciates upon this side of the Chamber the opportunity he wanted
to investigate affairs in Florida, we must hasten to give the other
side—to our Populist friend, the Senator from Kansas—this reso-
lution of investigation as a matter of courtesy.

Next will come the Alabama resolution for an investigation,
and the Senators from that State as well as from the Sonth gen-
erally will expect the New York Senators to stand by them in
opposition to the investigation. I warn them of the precedent
which they are establishing by adogting this resolution. There is
no necessity for this resolution. There is no necessity for the Ala-
bama resolution. There isno necessity for the Florida resolution.
The Florida resolution was referred to the committee two or three
times, but this resolution, it seems, is to be pressed to passage.
Louisiana will come next in the list of States whose proceedings
are proposed to be inquired into. It is the age of investigation.
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There is a mania for investigation. I have read here letters and
titions from all parts of the country asking that everything be
investigated.

I agree with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEsT] when, at
the conclusion of his remarks yesterday, he said that he had seen
no good reason for thisinvestigation. No one else has seen a good
reason for the investigation. Democrats, be not deceived. It is
a useless, an unnecessary, a causeless proceeding. It is an at-
tack upon your Democratic Secretary of the Treasury. It is
puttin%him to annoyance and trouble unreasonably and improp-
erl ou are lglaying into the hands of your opponents, the Re-
publicans and Populists. You do not object to the investigation
simply for fear somebody will say there is something wrong. The
Secretary of the Treasury himself has not objected. Nooneisau-
thorized to object to it in his behalf. I disclaim all responsibility
of speaking for him. He has tendered the Ways and Means Com-
mittee any information in his power, and yet, sir, for some reason
which it seems to me can only be attributed to jealousy, to malice,
or todifferences over the great gold and silver question, or tosome-
thing else, the resolution is to be offensively pressed.

I have no nal interest in this matter. I care nothing for
these New York syndicates, of which I am said to be the cham-
pion. I do not deceive myself. The votes alrea(liﬁ 9ﬁivem indicate
the temper of the Senate. I expect to be overr . Tam used
toit. I can wait my vindication. I will patiently abide events.
I disclaim all personal feeling. I am actnated simply by a desire
to discharge my duty which I think I owe to the conntry, my duty
to these high officials, the President and Secretary of the Treasury,
for whoseappointmentornomination [ wasnotresponsible. Ihave
asked no Senator around this circle to vote with me in opposition
to the resolution. I have made no personal agpeal to any Sena-
tor. Ihave only Eresented my arguments, and each Senator ma
vote as seems to him best. I do not think this is a wise proceed-
ing, I do not think it a politic proceeding. I know not what
course the committee will adopt. Undoubtedly, sir—appreciat-
ing its fairness, its impartiality, which I cheerfully concede—it
wﬁl endeavor to do its daty; but the silver question warps men’s
judgments; it affects their opinions; it stirs up their preju-
dices. It makes members of the same party distrust each other.
‘We have had an exhibition of this feeling on the floor this morn-
ing, and although the committee may strive to be fair, you know,
Senators, what the resnlt of such inva:éliﬁations has been in the
past. There will be difficulties; there will be bickerings; there
will be contentions; there will be unpleasant misunderstandings;
there is likely to be clamor and unpleasantness, These things
should have been avoided.

The resolution is now in the hands of the Senate. I shall vote
against the resolution if I am the only man here who does so.
have stood alone in the past in matters to which I need not now
allude, and I can afford to stand alone again. I do not care even
whether the yeas and nays are called upon the passage of the reso-
lution. That is a matter for the Senate to determine. I have dis-
charged my duty, Mr. President, as I understand if, and with that
I am content.

Mr. LINDSAY. I desire to offer an amendment, to strike ount
all of the third clause of the resolution after thé words *in rela-
tion thereto,” in line 15, page 2.

The Senator who offered the resolution said that the first clause
of the resolution covers all of the legitimate subjects of investi-
gation, but that he desires the other clauses to be retained be-
cause they particularize. I submit that that portion of the third
paragraph which I move to strike out does not particularize, does
not enlarge, is not germane to the investigation directed by the
first paragraph. Itis framed so as insidiously to intimate that
the ‘Secretary of the Treasury may have had some share in the
profits supposed to have been realized from the bond sales. Ifit
is intended that such a charge shall be investigated it would be
fair and manly to say so in terms that can not be mistaken. If
it is not intenged to intimate that such a charge may be looked
into, then I say it would be generous to strike ont those mislead-
ing words to be found in the lines I have moved to strike out.

I submit to the Senator who offered the resolution that justice
on his part ought to induce him to consent to the amendment I

prmEFFER and Mr. GALLINGER. Let the amendment be

stated.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment proposed by the
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Linpsay] will be stated.

The SECRETARY. After the word * thereto,” in line 15, para-
graph 38, it is proposed to strike out the remainder of the resolu-
tion, in the following words:

What agreements or consracts, and whether oral or in writing, and whether
publicly or vately, were entered into by the Secretary of the Treasury
and any syndicate or person or persons with t to the sale and purchase
of the ds, and the profits made or to be made by such syndicate or any
person or persons connected with such syndicate, direetly or indirectly:
whether such contract or agreement had any and what effect on the prices
offered for the bonds, what the effect was, who, if any person, profi by
it, and to what exten

Mr. LINDSAY. Mr. President— :

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that the hour
of 4 o’clock having arrived, the vote is to be taken upon the reso-
Intion. The tﬁ_l':sﬁon is on eeing to the amendment of the
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. LiNpsay].

Mr. LINDSAY. As the Senator from Kansas does not seem to
be inclined to withdraw those words, and as the motion upon my
part to that effect mightbe mistaken, I withdraw the amendment,

Mr. PEFFER. I will say that that is the very meat of the
whole resolution.

Mr. COCKERELL. No debate is in order.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Theamendment is withdrawn. The
question is on agreeing to the resolution submitted by the Sena-
tor from Kansas [Mr. PEFFER] as amended.

Mr. PETTIGREW and Mr. WOLCOTT called for the yeas and
nays, and they were ordered.

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DUBOIS (when his name was called). Iannounce the pair
of the senior Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SyitH], with whom
I am usually paired, with the Senator from Utah [Mr. meoxﬂ .
If the Senator from Utah [Mr. CANNON] were present, he would
vote “yvea.” 1Ivote “yea.”

Mr. FAULENER gvhen his name was called). I am paired
with my colleagne [Mr. ELxins]. If he were present, I should
vote ““nay” on the passage of the resolution. :

Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). I am paired with the
senior Senator from Georgia [Mr. GorpoN]. If he were present,
I should vote *‘yea.”

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I have a standing
pair with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorriLL], but he au-
thorized me to vote as I choose on thjcgﬁueshion. 1 vote *‘ yea.”

Mr. KYLE (when his name was ed). I was requested by
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER] to arrange a
pair with the Senator from Connecticut [hMr. Prarr]. If thatis
the understanding, I will Ipa.ir myself with the Senator from Con-
necticut [Mr. PLATT]. I understand that if the Senator from

Connecticut were present, he would vote ‘“*nay.” I should vote
“yea” npon this proposition.
Mr. PRITCHARD (when his name was called). I am paired

with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. BLANCHARD].
present, I should vote *‘ yea.”

Mr. QUAY (when his name was called). I have a general pair
with the Senator from Alabama [Mr, MorGAN]. Not being aware
how he would vote, I withhold my vote. If he were present, I
shonld vote ‘““nay.”

Mr. THURST%N (when his name was called). I have a gen-
eral pair with the junior Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TiLL-
MaN|. If he were present, I should vote *“yea.”

Mr. WALTHALL (when Mr. VOORHEES'S name was called).
The senior Senator from Indiana [Mr. VOORHEES] is paired on this
question with the senior Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAnM-

EROXN]. :
!!‘01‘!1

The roll call was concluded.
If my colleague were present, he would vote

If he were

Mr. BERRY. I desire to announce that my colleague
JoxEs] is necessarily absent and is paired with the Senator
:llaine’[Mr. HALE].

‘yea.’

Mr. PASCO. My colleague [Mr. CaLL] is absent from the city.
He would vote ‘“yea,” if he were present. He is paired with the
Senator from Oregon [Mr. McBRIDE].

Mr. GALLINGER. I have a standing pair with the senior
Senator from Texas [Mr. Mrrrs|. He is not present, and I sug-
gest to the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. FAULKNER] that we

‘transfer our pairs so that the Senator irom Texas [Mr. MiLLs]

will stand paired with the Senator from West Virginia [Mr.
ELxiNg], and we will both vote.

Mr. FAULKNER. That is perfectly agreeable to me.

Mr. GALLINGER. 1 vote ““yea.”

Mr. FAULKNER. I vote ““nay.”

Mr. WARREN. I desire to announce the pair of my colleague
[Mr. CLARK], who is absent from the city, with the junior Sena-
tor from Maryland [Mr. Gissox]. My colleague would vote
‘i yea " if he were here.

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon (after having voted in the affirma-
tive). I voted, but I have since ascertained that the senior Sena-
tor from Wisconsin [Mr. Vicas], with whom I am generally
paired, is absent. I suggest to the senior Senator from Tennessee
[Mr. HARRIS], who I understand is paired with the senior Sena-
tor from Vermont l[Mr. MorriLL], that we transfer onr pairs,

Mr. HARRIS. am perfectly willing to exchange pairs, al-
though I have the permission of the Senator from Vermont [Mr.
MoRrriLL] to vote. But I will exchange pairs with the Senator
from Oregon.

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Thank you.

Mr. GALLINGER. I gesire to announce the
league [Mr. CHANDLER] with the junior Senator from New York
[Mr. MurpHY]. My colleague is absent from the city.

Mr. HAWLEY. Both my colleague [Mr. PLaTT] and I werein

ir of my col-
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Connecticnt yesterday. We both started for Washington. Ido
not see him present, however. 1 shounld like to know from the
Senator from Sonth Dakota [Mr, KyLE] if he is sure that my col-
league would vote “*nay.”
1. KYLE. Iwassoinformed by the clerk of the Senator from

Connecticut [Mr. PLaTT].

Mr. HAWLEY. I have serious doubt—

Mr. KYLE. If there is doubt in regard to the matter——

Mr. LODGE. I will state that the Senator from New Hamp-
shire [Mr. CHANDLER], who was called away from Washington,
left with me a letter from the Senator from Connecticut [Mr.
PraTT], in which he says:

I would vote against the bond resolution. I suppose Mr. MURPHY would.
Therefore on that I ought to be paired with some one else. I believe that I

agreed with Mr. ALLEN when it was last up to pair with Mr. KYLE. So per-
haps Mr. KYLE would pair with me now that I am away.

Mr. HILL. I desire to inquire whether the Senator from Maine
[Mr. FrYE] has voted?

The VICE-PRESIDENT. He is recorded in the affirmative.

Mr. FRYE. My vote is recorded.

Mr. HILL. I simply make the inquiry, because I understood
the Senator from Maine had a pair with the senior Senator from
Maryland [Mr. GorMAN].

- h,[f FRYE. Ihave a pair with the senior Senator from Mary-
an

Mr, HILL. I call the attention of the Senator from Maine to
the fact that in a speech made the other day the senior Senator
from Maryland said he was opposed to theresolution. Thatisall.

Mr. FRYE. I did not notice the absence of the Senator from
Maryland.

Mr. HILL. I make the suggestion, as the vote is so close.
[Launghter.

g a
Mr. FRY]E (after having voted in the affirmative). 1 did not
notice the absence of the senior Senator from Maryland. I with-

draw my vote.

The result was announced—jyeas 51, nays 6; as follows:

YEAS—51,
Allen, Cullom, McBride, Bhoup,
Allison, Daniel, McMillan, Bquire,
Bacon, Davis, Mantle, Stewart,
Baker, Dubaois, Mitchell, Oreg Teller,
Bate, Gallinger, Nelson, Turpie,
Berry, George, Pasco, erg
Blackburn, Hansbrough, Peffer, ‘Walthall,
Brown, Harris, Perkins, ‘Warren,
Burrows, Hawley, Pettigrew, Wetmors,
Butler, rby, h, ‘White,
Carter, Jones, Nev. Roach, ‘Wilson,
Chilton, Lindsay, Sewell, Wolcott.
Cockrell, Lodge, Sherman,
NAYS—8
Caffery, Gray, Mitchell, Wis. Palmer,
Faulkner, Hill,
NOT VOTING—32

Aldrich, Elkins, Jones, Ark, Pritchard,
Blanchard, Frye, Kryle, Proctor,
Brice, aar, Martin, Quay,
Call, gih?i)n ﬂlll.‘!. I:E?:‘rﬁlith.t
Cameron, ordon, organ, urs
Cannon, Orman, Morrill, Tillmano?‘
Chandler, Hale, Murphy, Vi
Clark, Hoar, latt, Voorhees.

So the resolution as amended was agreed to.
WIDOW OF THOMAS L. YOUNG.

Mr. CULLOM. I wish to call up the conference report on the
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill for disposition
at this time.

Mr. SHERMAN, Iask the Senator from Illinois if he will allow
me 'i(; call up for passage a little bill which will take but a mo-
men

Mr. CULLOM. I yield for that pur , npon the Senator’s
assurance that it will take no time and that there will be no dis-
cussion about it.

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask nnanimous consent for the
sideration of the bill (H. R. 1743) for the relief of
Thomas L. Young.

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the
‘Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which proposes to pay the
claim of the widow of the late Thomas L. Young, who served as
an enlisted man and officer of the Regular Army of the United
States, and afterwards as captain of Benton Cadets, Missouri Vol-
unteers, and as major, lientenant-colonel, and colonel of the One
hundred and eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in the war of
the rebellion, and appropriates not exceeding $478 as a balance or
balances of wages earned by him and not heretofore paid to him
or to his legal representatives.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

nt con-
1e widow of

LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROFRIATION BILL,

Mr. CHILTON. I hope theSenator from Illinois will allow me
ttg have a bill put on its passage which is of considerable impor-

nee.

Mr, CULLOM. 1am inclined to think the conference report,
which will take but a few minutes, should be adopted. It has
been lying on the tables of Senators all day, and, so far as I know,
it is in the main satisfactory. I hope that I may be allowed to
have it disposed of now. The Senator from Texaswill have time
afterwards for the consideration of his bill. I hope that we shall
have immediate action on the conference report. Imove that the
Senate concur in the report of the committee of conference on the
bill (H. R. 6248) making appropriations for the legislative, execu-
tive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the
Senator from Illinois to concur in the report of the committes of
conference, which has been heretofore read.

The report was concurred in.

Mr. CULLOM. I now move that the Senate insist upon its
amendments not yet agreed to by the House of Representatives
and agk for a further conference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses thereon.

The motion was agreed to.

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate at the further con-
ference; and Mr. CurLLoM, Mr. TELLER, and Mr. COCKRELL were
appointed.

DENISON AND NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY.

Mr. CHILTON. I ask nnanimous consent for the present con-
sideration of the bill (S. 2488) to amend an act entitled “An act
to authorize the Denison and Northern Railway Company to con-
struct and operate a railway through the Indian Territory, and
for other purposes.” This bill has received the favorable report
of the Committee on Indian Affairs, and I am sure there is no
oy'}}mition to it.

here being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. C TON. I move that the bill be amended by striking
out, in line 8 of section 1, the words *‘ three years ” and inserting
“two years from the approval of this act.”

The VICE-PRES[D]SNT. The amendment submitted by the
Senator from Texas will be stated.

The SECRETARY. In section 1,line 8, before the word ‘ years,”
it is proposed to strike out *‘ three” and insert “ two”; and after
the word * years” to insert “from the approval of this act”; so
as to make the section read:

That the provisions of section 9 of the act entitled “An act to anthorize the
Denison and Northern Railway Company to construct and operate a railwa
through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes," approved Julyu{
1862, be, and the same hereby are, extended for a further paripod of two years
from the approval of this act.

The amendment was agreed to,

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-
ment was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read
the third time, and passed.

RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent that we may now
proceed with the Calendar for the remainder of this evening, con-
sidering unobjected House bills which have been favorably re-
ported, and dispose of them, so that they may become laws.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection?

Mr. STEWART. Letusgo to the Calendar regularly.

Mr. FRYE. The river and harbor bill ought to be proceeded

with, for it is very important to get it passed.

The VI(JE-PRI%ID T. Will the Senator from Missouri re-
state his uest? 1

Mr. COCKRELL. Iask unanimous consent that the Senate

may now proceed, commencing where we last left off, with the
consideration of unobjected House bills for the remainder of this
evenin%.I

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Isthere objection?

Mr. DUBOIS. Will the Senator from Missouri not eonsent to
going to the Calendar in regular order, and not simply proceed-
ing with the consideration of House bills?

. FRYE. I shall object to either request. Iregard it as my
dq‘t:ﬂ t{(-,) this great river and harbor appropriation bill to go on.
with it.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed.

Mr. FRYE, There will be time enough for the consideration
of bills on the Calendar after the appropriation bills are disposed
of. 1 move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the
river and harbor appropriation bill.

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of
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the Whole, resnmed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7977)
making appropriations for the construction, repair, and
tion of certain public works on rivers and har , and for other

pu 2

{Ee Secretary resumed the reading of the bill at line 17, on page
46. The next amendment of the Committee on Commerce was, on
page 46, after the word * improvement,” at the end of line 20, to
strike out *‘five hundred” and insert *two hundred and fifty™;
80 as to read:

Improving Delaware River, from Trenton to its mouth, Pennsylvania and
New Jersey: Continuing improvement, §250.000. 0

Mr. FRYE. That matter was particularly referred yesterday
to the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEsT] and the Senator from
Delaware [Mr. GrAY]. I wouldinguire whether or not anything
was agreed to in relation to it?

Mr. VEST. Yes, Mr. President. The amendment of the com-
mittee which has just been read will not be to, so as to
allow the amount to remain at $500,000.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment
reported by the committee.

he amendment was rejected.

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of
the Committee on Commerce was, in line 23, on page 46, after the
word ** Perriwig Bar,” to insert:

xpended in rebuilding and enlarging the dike on Gov-
e T  Dant e
at Fort Mifflin: Provided, That no part of said appropriation or of any appro-
iations heretofore made shall be expended upon the building of a dike be-
ween Reedy Island and Listons Point until a board of three engineer officers,
to be nghpoint.ed by the Secretary of War, shall consider the project of said

with reference topreserving and improving the navigation of the Appo-

dik
qnigi.mi:nk River and Bird Creek, and the riparian rights and facilities

of the Delaware re.

Mr. VEST. Inline1 of the amendment, on page 47, after the
words ‘“Fort Mifflin,” I move to insert the amendment which I
send to the desk.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the
Senat,ot:df‘rom Missouri to the amendment of the committee will
be sta

The SECRETARY, After the words ** Fort Mifilin,” in line 1, on
page 47, it is proposed to insert:

Provided, That so much of said sum of §00,000 as shall be necessary may,

i Secretary of War, be expended in dredging the chan-
glmm{m:r Shoal to the depth of 26 feet at low water.

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. QUAY. My, President—

Mr. VEST. The Senator will permit me to get through with
the amendments which I wish to propose.

Mr. QUAY. Very well.

Mr. VEST. After the amendment to the amendment which
has just been adopted, before the word ‘‘Provided,” I move to
insert the word “And”; and after the word ‘‘Provided” to insert
“further.”

fThe VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be stated.

The SECRETARY. Onpage47,line 1, before the word *“ Provided,”
it is proposed to insert the word ““And™; and after the word *“Pro-
vid.’ag“ to insert * further”; so as toread:

And provided further, That no part of said appropriation, ete.

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. VEST. I now move the amendment which I send to the

desk in the su’ nent of the clause.
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment to the amendment
will be stated.

The SECRETARY. In line 4, on page 47, after the word *‘point,”
it is proposed to strike out “ until” and insert * but”; after the
word ** consider,” in line 6, to insert ‘‘and report througl:.l the Sec-
retary of War to next session of Congress as to”; and in line 9,
after the word “*shore,” to insert ‘‘as well as to deepening the
main channel of said river.”

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. QUAY. Mr, President, the understanding is that if that
amendment is adopted the original provision as it came from the
House shall be restored.

Mr. FRYE. That has been done.

Mr. QUAY. Was that done by the amendment proposed by
the Senator from Missouri?

Mr. FRYE. Yes; that was done,

Mr. QUAY, It is all right then.

Mr. FRYE. Now, let the Secretary read the amendment as
amended. :

Mr. gUAY. I shonld like to hear the clause read as it stands.

Mr. FRYE. That is what I ask; that the whole clanse about
the Delaware River be read as amended. ‘

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested.

The Secretary read as follows:

Improving Delaware River, from Trenton to its mouth, Pennsylvania and

. i of which $5,000 shall be ex-
T %ﬁ%%ﬂ?t{mnm&m Bfi- and $3,000shall
expended in rebuilding and enlarging the , on Government reserva-

tion, at the junction of the Schuylkill and Delaware rivers, at Fort Mifftin:
Provided, t so much of said sum of 000 as shall be n

ecessary may, in
the diseretion of the Secre War, expended in dredging the channel
through Dam Baker shoal depth of 26 feet at low water: And vided

tot

Jurther, That no mrt of said appropriation or of ang appropriations hereto-
fore made shall expended upon the building of a e between mteg
Island and Listons Point, but a board of three engineer officers, to be appoin

by the Secretary of War, shall consider and report the Secretary of
‘War to next session of Congress as to the project of said dike with reference
to preserving and improving the navigation of the Appoguinimink River and
Black Bird Creek,and the riparian rights and facilities of the Delaware shore,
as well as to deepening the main channel of said river.

Mr. FRYE. That is right.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment
of the committee as amended.

The amendment as amended was agreed to.

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of
the Commitiee on Commerce was, on page 48, line 18, after the
word **dollars,” to insert: . ;

Provided, That the additional sum of $25.000 may be expended in the dis-
cretion of the Secretary of War for such dredging as may be necessary for
the maintenance of channels from the mouths of the Appoguinimink River
and Blackbird Creek to the chanmel of the Dela River through

1 ware A  the dike
now l.m%iemnstrucbed from Reedy to Liston Point for the improve-
ment of Delaware.

So as to make the clause read: ey
Improving A uninimink River, Delaware: Continuing improvemen
ﬁul}] Prwided{’pn'l‘ﬂat the additional sum of §25,000 may be erpe‘l?.dad in th";'
discretion of the Secretary of War for such dredging as may be ne
for the maintenance of channels from the mouths of the ‘ppoquim
River and Blackbird Creek to the channel of the Delaware River throngh
the dike now being constructed from Reedy Island to Liston Point for

improvement of the Delaware.

Mr. VEST. Isuggest to the chairman of the committee that,
in view of the amendments which have been made on pages 46
and 47, the amendment printed in italics on page 48, beginning
in line 18 and ending with line 25, which has just been read, is
unrecessary and should be disagreed to.

Mr. FRYE. Yes, that amendment should be disagreed to.

The amendment was rejected.

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of
the Committee on Commerce was, on page 49, line 10, after the
words * United States,” to insert:

But the right of wa{ over ammlrmd or through any railroad or county
If::irlrl,r_ce shall not be subject to proviso, and may be secured by condemna~

on I 1nga.

So as to make the clause read:

Improving the inland waterway from Chincoteague Bay, Virginia, to Del-
awn.rg Bay.at'zt or near Lewes, Da{, to be used from Dela.\;m 'gy% Indian
River: Conti.nuinﬁeimpmvamant. £25,000: Provided, That no part of this ap-
propriation shall be expended until the right of way is secured without cost
to the United States, but the right of way over any railroad or through any
railroad or eounty bridge shall not be subject to this proviso, and may be
secured by condemnation proceedings.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 50, line 8, after the words
“Pocomoke River,” to strike ont **Continuing improvement”
and insert *‘ Maryland, below Snow Hill, in accordance with report
submitted February 25, 1893, five thousand”; so as to make the
clanse read:

Improving Pocomoke River,
with report submitted February 25,

The amendment was agreed fo.

The next amendment was, on page 50, line 10, after the word
““maintenance,” to strike out ¢ from main ship channel to Curtis
Bay ”; so as to make the clause read:
sall.tafjmmg Patapsco River and channel to Baltimore: For maintenance,

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on 3ﬁage 50, line 14, after the word
“gubmitted,” to strike out * by Maj. William F. Smith,in House
Executive Document No. 323, Fifty-third Congress, third ses-
sion,” and insert ** February 14,1895"; so as to make the clause
read:

Tm Nanticoke River, Dela d land: Continuing i
mntlft;vnigcgormm 0%0 with mre}:ort MWN% February I.lf &P&"K

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 50, line 20, before the word
“thousand,” to insert *‘and twenty-five”; and in the same line,
after the word *“ dollars,” to insert:

Provided, That for on said improvement the rental of an office in
the eity of Washington, D. C.,at arate not toexceed $35 per month, is hereby
authorized when no publie building is available, to be paid for pro rata from
the appropriations made for works of improvement in the local chmﬁs of the
engineer officer having charge of the improvement of the Potomac River.

So as to make the elause read:

Improving Potomac River, Washington, D. C.: Contin im;
2125,000: Provided, That for ng on said improvement
office in the city of Washington, D. C., at & rate not to exceaed
is hereby anthori when no public building is available, to be for pro
rata from the appropriations made for works of improvement in the local
charge of the engineer officer having charge of the improvement of the
Potomae River.

Mr. ALLEN. I should like toask the Senator from Maine what
necessity there is for this proviso?

land, below Snow Hill, in accordance
$5,000.

provement,
rental of an
885 pe; month,
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Mr. FRYE. A room is absolutely necessary for the use of the
engineer who is in charge of the work, and by the act of March,
1877, the renting of any building in the District of Columbia for
Government purposes was forbidden unless expressly authorized
by Congress. The renting of an office by the officer in charge of
the Potomac River improvement and other river and harbor work
is absolutely necessary, as there is no room for that purpose in
any Government building. )

. ALLEN. I zhould like fo see a bill pass Congress that did
not in some manner carry some benefit to the Washington real
estatesyndicate. This engineer, orthe engineers, as the case may
be, must have some habitation at the present time, some place to
transact the public business. What is there in the discharge of
the duties unger this law that they can not discharge those duties
as well in the offices they now occupy, or the rooms they now
occupy, as to rent additional quarters in this city at the expense
of the Gtovernment at $35 a month?

Mr, FRYE. I will simply say that the Engineer Department
reported to the commiitee that there was noroom for this pur-
pose at all, and that it was abaolutelf necessary to have one, and
the best they could do was probably to rent quarters at $85a
month. The committee accepted their judgment in relation to it
and inserted the item in the bill.

Mr. ALLEN. I do not know that I ought to antagonize this
any further or consume any time in anta]%onizing it her. I
should antagonize it and vote against it if my vote were of any
avail; but we have an engineer corps here, and the expenditure of
this monéy and this work is to be done under the supervision of
the Secretary of War. The officers who will have charge of this
work have quarters in the city now, where they have their plans,
their papers, their instruments, and whatever may be necessary
in the discharge of their duties. Why does it become necessary
under these circumstances, when this bill does not impose upon
them extraordinary duties, that the hands of the owners of pri-
vate property in this city should be shoved into the Treasury, and*
€85 a month of the people’s money taken to rent a room, or a few
rooms, for the accommodation of these engineers? Certainly it is
the part of wisdom, if we have not public buildings enough here
to build them, and to build them without delay, so that we shall
not be compelled to go from time to time throughout this entire
city and rent bunildings and pay ont the public money in that way
whenever there is an appropriation bill which may pass Congress,
and by that means give the syndicate which controls prices here a
percentage of the appropriations made.

I appeal to the honorable Senator from Maine, who I know to
be a just and honorable man, not to insist upon this provision.
Let the duties that may be imposed upon these engineers be dis-
charged from the rooms they now oceupy or from other rooms
that may be furnished them without charge to the Government
in some one of the numerous public buildings in this city.

Mr. FRYE. The Senator himself must understand that in this
matter of improving the Potomac River it is absolutely necessary
for the engineer in charge to have rooms. Allof the varioussmall
machinery that he is obliged to use, the tools the men are obliged
to use, and everything of that kind, must be housed somewhere.
That can not be done up in the War De ent; they can not
give way up there. General Craighill said this was an absolute
necessity for the service and to e care of the property which
would be used, and I have no doubt it is so. I think it isentirely
fair that the provision should be in the bill.

Mr. ALLEN. Thetrouble with the position of the Senator from
Maine is simply this: The engineer or engineers, as the case may
be, who are to take charge of this work have rooms somewhere
to-day, have theg not?

Mr. FRYE. No.

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly they are not ont in tents or in pasture.

Mr. FRYE. The engineer has a house.

Mr. ALLEN. Yes; and he has an office where he discharges
the duties which are imposed upon him by virtue of his relations
to the Government.

Mr. FRYE. No; I do not think he has any place now.

Mr. ALLEN. Does the Senator from Maine mean to say that
there are public officers in the service of this Government who are
running around upon the streets, without offices where they can
discharge the duties im upon them, or like Arabs, living in
tents, or who are turned out to grass? C inly there must be
some place, and is some place of this kind, some rooms that these
officers occupy. There must be some place or some rooms where
their instruments and papers are stored. Why can not those
rooms be used to-day? Why can not they be used when this en-
gineer and his men go to work under the requirements of this bill
Just as well as they can be used to-day?

Of course, it is popular to squander the public money. This is
simply a little item of $80 a month, but it is one of the items
which, when added to the other hundreds of thousands of dollars
that are expended in this way, increase the burdens materially
upon the people in the form of taxation.

Mr. VEST. If the Senator will permit me, the statement made
to our committee was that this officer carries his pa; up to his
dwelling house or boarding house (I do not know whether he has
any family or not), and the necessary machinery, etc., has been
kept down at the wharf under a shed. He is on a small salary,
and it is not worthy of the Government to leave its officers in

such a position. I am very sorry my friend has seized npon this
particular point to make an attack.
Mr. ALL I can find numerous points of attack. The truth

is they are so numerous that no man can attack them. That
is the trouble. If any half dozen men in the Senate Chamber
would devote their entire time to looking up leakages, great and
small, that oceur here from session to session, they could not keep
track of all of them. I speak of this item because it is apparent
upon the face of the bill, and because it is apparent to me, atleast,
that it is one of the items that should not pass here.

Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator from Nebraska allow me to
interrupt him?

Mr. LEN. Certainly.

Mr. SEWELL. I suggest to the Senator that there is an office,
a house, that has been rented for %ears for the use of this officer,
and it is put in the appropriation bill every year in order to dis-
tinguish the rent of the office from the dredirmpi’]fsn the river, and
he is given authority in this way to charge up his account under
different appropriations.

Mr. ALLEN. Ididnot hear the Senator from New Jersey, but
I infer that he said there was an office provided for this officer.

Mr. FRYE. Which has to be hired every year.

Mr. ALLEN. Which has to be hired every year?

Mr. FRYE. Yes, sir.

Mr. ALLEN. Then I infer that every time an appropriation is
made by Congress to improve the Potomac River that moment we
begin renting quarters for the engineer and his instruments and
his men at per month or more, and the moment the money has
been expended that moment he is either turned out-of-doors and
required to find gquarters for himself for the transaction of busi-
ness or to carry his office around in his bat, as has been suggested
by the Senator from Missouri. Ido not believe in this appropria-
tion. Itis true it is a small amonnt, only $900, it is Sﬂ.l({: but if
you will take the numeroussums of $900 and §1,000 of the people’s
money that are appropriated in this form and absolutely wasted
you will find that they amount to hundreds of thousands if not
millions of dollars in the course of a Congress, and where thereis
anto(lllpr;{?tunjty to lop off these little unnecessary expenses, why
not do i

Mr. President, no business man in this country could conduct
his business successfully two years upon the principles upon which
this Government is being run, Any business man upon the face
of the earth, starting with a capital of $1,000,000, would become
absolutely bankrupt and a subject of public charity within two
years if he conducted his business npon the principles on which
we conduct the ]g}nblic business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CuLroM in the chair). The
question is on agreeing to the amendment of the committee.

The amendment was agreed to.

The reading of the bill was resumed and continued to line 24,
on page 51.
Mr. DANIEL. I beg leave to propose an amendment to come
in after line 24, on page 51.

Mr, FRYE. The committee amendments are to be first acted

upon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the
committee amendments are to be first acted on.

Mr. DANIEL. Very well.

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment
of the Committee on Commerce was, on page 52, line 8, after the
word *‘ with,” to strike out ‘‘ approved project for the improve-
ment thereof ” and insert ‘‘report submitted in the Annual Re-
porg of the Chief of Engineers for 1895 ”; so as to make the clause
read:

Improving Nandua (historically known as Andura) Creek, Vlr.lr]fhﬂa,‘ in ac-
oordm:tgm Eﬁ:ih g:» Tt submittadl;n the Annual Report of the Chief of Engi-
neers for y

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 52, line 13, to increase the
appropriation for protecting Jamestown Island from the encroach-
ments of James River from $6,000 to $15,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 52, after line 21, to strike out:

Improving Cheat River, West Virginia: Continuing improvement in ac-
ar{il“anoe with recommendations of . R. L. Hoxie, wbmﬁted July 10, 1895,
The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 53, line 4, before the word
“thousand,” to strike ont “ twenty ” and insert ** thirty ”; in the
same line, after the word ¢ dollars,” to insert “$10,000 of which
may be used for the location and purchase of sites for the dams
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within said improvement”; in line 7, after the words ‘‘ Secretary
of War,” to strike out:

At such time as the United States shall become the owner, by condemnation
or otherwise, of the dams on the Monongahela River belonging to the Monon-
gahela River Navigation Company, in Pennsylvania.

And in line 15, before the word ** dollars,” to insert ‘‘two hun-
dred thousand ”; so as to make the clause read:

Improving the npper Monongahela River, West Yir%nia: Continuing im-
provements, $30,000, §10,000 of which may be used for the location and pur-

of sites for the dams within said improvement; and the Secretary of
War may place the construction of the six s heretofore recommended
and reported by the United States engineers on the Monongahela River, in
the State of West Virginia, under contract at a sum not exceeding ﬂ_:m‘um.
to be paid for as appropriations may from time to time be made by law.

The amendment was agreed to. : .

The next amendment was, on page 53, line 21, to increase the
appropriation for improving Cape Fear River, North Carolina,

- above Wilmington, from $4,000 to §5,000.

The amendment was agreed to. . y

The next amendment was, on p:ige 53, line 21, to increase the
apﬁropriaﬁcm for improving Cape Fear River, North Carolina, at
and belowr Wilmington, from $100,000 to $195,000.

The amendment was agreed to.
54, line 2, to increase the

The next amendment was, on .
appropriation for improving Neuse River, North Carolina, from

$5,000 to 37,000
The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, on
approgria.tfion for improving Pam
lina, from §2,500 to $35,000.
The amendment was agreed to. : -
The next amendment was, on page 54, after line 9, to insert:
ngigroﬁng Roanocke River, North Carolina: Continuing improvement,

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on e 56, line 19, after the word
* River,” to strike out ** For completion ” and insert ‘ Continuing
improvement ”; so as to make the clause read:

Improving Apalachicola River, Florida, including the cut-off and Lower
Chipola River: Continuing improvement, 5,000,

The amendment was agreed to. .

The next amendment was, on e 57, line 11, before the words
“Terraceia Bay,” to strike out *“in” and insert *‘ into.”

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 57, line 18, before the word
“bay,” to strike out **Sarasoto” and insert ‘‘Sarasota”; and in
line 19, before the word * Florida,” to insert *‘from Tampa Bay
to Caseys Pass™'; go as to make the clause read:

Improving SBarasota Baagorrom Tampa Bay to Caseys Pass, Florida: Con-
ti:nni?:s improvement, $2,500.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 58, line 1, after the word
¢t ywith,” to strike out ‘‘latest approved project for its improve-
ment, twenty-five” and insert ¢ project submitted February 27,
1895, two hundred ”; so as to make the clause read:

Improving 8t. Johns River, Florida, from Jacksonville to the ocean, in ac-
cordance with project submitted February 27, 1895, §200,000.

The amendment was agreed to. :

The reading of the bill was continued to line 18, on page 58,

Mr. PUGH. I desire to offer several amendments to the bill
on page 58, relative to the improvements on the Warrior and Tom-
bi ﬁe rivers. Is it proper for me now to offer the amendments?

age 54, line 4, to increase the
ico and Tar rivers, North Caro-

. FRYE, Isitin relation to a diversion of a part of the ap-
propriation?

. PUGH. Yes; merely the distribution. Here are the
amendments. They do not increase the appropriation.

Mr. VEST. Ifis all right.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the chairman of the Com-
miteee on Commerce agree that the amendments shall be offered
now? .

Mr. FRYE. I think they might as well come in now. It is
merely a change in the langnage making the distribution.

The PRESIDING OFFI%'?R. Theamendments will beaccepted

by unanimous consent.
by the committee.

Mr. PUGH. They will be aoceﬁggd )
The PRESIDING OFFICER. e first amendment submitted

by the Senator from Alabama will be stated.

The SECRETARY. Inline8,page 58, before the word ¢ thousand,”
strike out *forty” and insert ** ten;” so as to read:

Im oﬁn% Black Warrior River, Alabama, from Tuscaloosa to Daniels
Creek: Continuing improvement, $10,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next amendment submitted
by the Senator from Alabama will be stated.

The SECRETARY. In line 12, after the words ‘““one hundred
and,” strike ont ** fifteen” and insert ‘* forty-five;” so as to read:

Improving Warrior and Tombigbee rivers, Alabama, from mouth of Tom-
bigbee River to Tuscaloosa: Continuing improvement, §145,000,

The amendment was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next amendment submitted
by the Senator from Alabama will be stated.
The SECRETARY. Inline 14, before the word ‘¢ thousand,” strike
out * forty ¥ and insert ‘* seventy ”; so as to make the clause read:
Of which $75.000 are to be expended on the Tombigbee River and $70,000 on
the Warrior River, and somuch of said sums as may be necessary is author-
ized to be expended in acquiring, by purchase or condemnation, under the
laws of Alabama, the lands needed in making such improvements.
%Ee glr:l{neYnﬁlme%g wala.s agre&i to. 5 S
: L afleaves the amount asoriginally appropria
Mr, PUGH. It is the same. TR
Mr. FRYE. It is only a change in its application.
_Mr..PUGH. It distributes it below Tuscaloosa, on the same
river,
The reading of the bill was resumed and continued to line 3, on

page 60.

Mr, WALTHALL. I ask the chairman of the committee
whether it would be agreeable to him to have an amendment in-
serted at this point, or shall I wait? I want to change the name
of Shubuta.

Mr. FRYE. Let it be made now. It is only a change of title.

Mr. WALTHALL. On page 60, line 2, I move to strike out
“ Shubuta ” and insert ‘“ Bucatana™; so as to read:

Improving Chickasahay River, Mississippi, from the mouth up to railroad
bridge mear Bucatana: Continuing improvement, $2,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of
the Committee on Commerce was, on page 60, line 8, after the
word *‘ of,” to strike out *‘ completing ” and insert ** continuing ”;
and in line 10, after the word * upon,” to strike out:

In addition to expending the balance on hand, contracts may be entered
into by the Becretary of 'War for such materials and work as may be neces-
gary to complete the same, or said materi may be puorchased and work
may be done otherwise than by contract, to be paid for as appropriations ma
from time to time be made by law, not to exceed in the aggregate !&l).llji
Jexclusive of the amount heretofore appropriated.

And insert ““the balance on hand may be expended”; so as to
malke the clause read:

Improving mouth of Yazoo River and harbor of Vicksburg, Miss.: For the
purpose of continuing the project of improvement as heretofore adopted
and entered upon, the balance on hand may be expended.

Mr. WALTHALL. Mr. President, I hope the Senate will dis-
agree to the amendment reported by the committee. Day before
yesterday the chairman of the committee informed us that there
were about thirty continuing contract clauses in the bill as it came
to us from the other House. - The report of the committee shows
that of these three were stricken out by the Senate committee,
Ome is Savannah Harbor, Georgia, $1.093,950; another Sabine
Pass, Texas, 31,403,856, and another Yazoo River and harbor at
Vicksburg, $860,000. The last named carries the smallest appro-
priation of the three. Day before yesterday the other two were
restored by a vote of the Senate, and I trust that this one will
now be restored. It is substantially upon the same footing, and
is, I believe, a project about as meritorious as there is in the bill.

I will submit a brief statement of the objects of the project and
the reason why I do not think the Senate should sustain the com-
mittee in striking out the provision. The objects are twofold,
both extremely important, one affecting the city of Vicksburg,
which is the principal city in my State, the other affecting the
great Yazoo delta, which is, I believe, about the richest spot of
earth to be found upon the globe.

The city of Vicksburg, upon the east bank of the Mississippi
River, stands on the first highlands below the Chickasaw Bluffs at
Memphis, a distance of about 400 miles as the river runs. Up to
1876 the river in front of the city of Vicksburg turned abruptly
northward and then southward, making a loop of about 8 miles
around, with a narrow strip of land at the neck of the loop not
more than half a mile in width. In 1876 the Mississippi River,
which is always capricious, and very often unmanageable, forced
its way through that narrow neck of land, destroyed the %roeat
interior harbor at Vicksburg, and left the city standing on a body
of sluggish water, to which the name of Lake Centennial has since
been given.

The object of this provision is to restore that harbor in connec-
tion with another purpose, which I will undertake briefly to ex-
plain. The Yazoo delta comprises about 6,000 square miles.

Mr. GEORGE. Six thousand eight hundred.

Mr. WALTHALL. Six thousand eight hundred, my colleague
says, includjnf about 2,000,000 acres of the very finest land in the
world, Itincludes all the territory between Vicksburg and Mem-

his, between the Mississippi River on the west and the range of

ighlands that makes a great curve out eastward in the vicinity
of Memphis and then, returning toward the river, reaches the river
at Vicksburg. That very fertile section is drained by the Yazoo
River and a number of tributaries, I think about 800 miles of
navigable waters, if I mistake not.

Mr. GEORGE. Eighthundred milesnow absolutely navigable,

Mr. WALTHALL, This river and its tributaries afford the
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only protection that the people have in that part of the country
against the exorbitant demands for freight, which are exacted by
the railroad companies. The freights for that section amount to
millions in money and hundreds of thousands in tons. It hap-

that at low water, at the point where the Yazoo River runs
into the Mississippi River, just above Vicksburg, the stream is so
shallow that boats can not enter, whereas if they conld enter they
would find abundant water navigable for hundreds of miles up
toward the source of that stream.

The object of the provision in addition to what I have already
stated with reference to Vicksburg Harbor is to divert the Yazoo
River near its month southward and conduct it into Lake Cen-
tennial by natural means supplemented by artificial means and
thus at once to restore that great harbor and afford navigation
on the Yazoo at all stages of water. ;

The engineer officers of the Government have pronounced the
scheme entirely feasible. The Government is committed to it.
The work is now progressing. The engineer officers say that the
work can be completed at a cost of $1,200,000 provided the work
be continunous, but if the appropriations are small and fragmen-
tary it will very largely increase the cost. The work is now pro-
gressing and a very considerable sum of money has already been
expended upon it. Eight hundred and sixty thousand dollars is
necessary to complete the work entirely. The House provided for
that,and the Senate committee propose to strike out the provi-
sion. I trust it may not be done. Ithinkit onght not to be done
upon eve%onsideration of economy and justice.

Mr, FRYE. Mr. President, Iam compelled to admit that there
is no more reason for repealing the continuing contract clause in
this case than there was in the case of Sabine Pass and Savannah
Harbor. The Senate restored the House provisions in those two
cases, and I certainly am not in condition to contest the case which
has just been presented.

Mr. GEOR&E. I do not wish to supplement the remarks made
by my colleague [Mr. WALTHALL] except to say that the chair-
man of the committee was generous enough to about admit that
the committee is out of court. Therefore I hope that the bill
gill be allowed to stand as it came from the House of Representa-

ves,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to
the amendment reported by the Committee on Commerce.

The amendment was rejected.

Mr. FRYE. The Senate now having restored these continuing
contract clauses, we shall be in the happy condition of conferring
in relation to Senate amendments alone.

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of
the Committee on Commerce wus, on page 60, after line 18, to
insert:

Improving Bayou Lafourche, Louisiana: Continuing improvement, §25,000.
The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, on page 61, after line 4, to insert:

Improving Bayou Courtablean, by removing raft in same, £ 500, or so much
thereof as may be necessary.

The amendment was agreed to,

The next amendment was, on page 61, line 10, after the word
“improvement,” to strike out * according to the plan of Capt.
J. H. Willard, Corps of Engineers, United States Army, seventy-
five” and insert * one hundred ”; so as to make the clause read:

Improving Red River, Louisinna and Arkansas, from Fulton, Ark., to the
Atchafalaya River; Continuing improvement, £100,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 61, line 16, before the word
“thousand,” to strike out ‘‘one hundred and ten™ and insert
“geventy-five”; and in line 17, after the word *‘ dollars,” toinsert:

Of which amount $10,000 may be a)gglieﬂ to the improvement of Pigeon
Bayous and Grand River: Provided, That contracts may be entered into by
the Secretary of War for such materials and work as may be necessary to
complete the present project of improvement, to be paid for as appropria-
tions may from time to time be made by law. not to exceed in the %rugate
§1,173,250, exclusive of the amount herein and heretofore appropriated.

So as to make the clause read:
Improving Bayon Plaquemine, Louisiana: Continuing improvement, 875,
000, of which amount $10,0(0 may be applied to the improvement of Pfgeun

Bayous and Grand River, etc.

The amendment was agreed to. . )

The next amendment was, on page 62, line 8, to increase the
apgropriation for improving Bayou Teche, Louisiana, from $6,000
to $10,000.

The amendment was agreed to. :
The next amendment was, on page 62, after line 16, to insert:

Improving Brazos River, Texas, from Richmond southerly, by removal of
gi?l{;% and overhanging trees, as recommended by report of February 14, 1885,

The amendment was agreed to.

'{'he next amendment was, on page 64, after iine 22, to strike
out:

Improving Cumberland River, Kentucky and Tennessee: Continning im-
provement, between the State of Tennessee and the town of Burnside, £20,-
000, to be expended in purchasing sites for locks and dams 21 and 22, and in
laying masonry for dams 21 and 22,

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 65, line 7, after the word
“ for,” to strike out * the completion of ” and insert *‘ continuing
work on”; so as to make the clause read:

Improving Cumberland River below Nashville, Tenm.: Continuing im-
provement, $80,000, of which sum shall be ex nded as much as may be nee-
%sih‘z'xg;:v for ountinuing work on the lock and dam near the mouth of th

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 63, line 12, after the word
“Nashville,” to insert ‘‘or the necessary material may be pur-
chased and the work done otherwise than by contract”; so as to
malze the clause read:

!mproﬁnggcum‘berlnnd River above Nashville, Tenn.: Continuing improve-
ment: The Secretary of War may enter into contracts for the completion of
the whole or any part of locks Nos. 5, 6, and 7. above Nashville, or the neces-
Wt material may be purchased and the work done otherwise than by con-

The amendment was to.

The next amendment was, on page 65, line 21, to increase the
appropriation for improving Tennessee River below Chattanooga,
Tenn., from $50,000 to $200,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BATE. On page 66, after line 6, I move to insert——

The PRESID[N(E gFFICER. Is the Senator from Tennessee
aware of the order that individual amendments are not to be con-
sidered on this reading of the bill except by unanimous consent?
Committee amendments are first to be disposed of.

Mr. BATE. 1 do not ask unanimons consent, but I presented
the amendment to the committee, and it took no action upon it.

Mr. BERRY. The Senator from Tennessee will have an op-
portunity later,

Mr. FRYE. There will be ample time, after we have gone
through with the reading of the bill, for the Senator from Ten-
nessee to offer his amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Tennessee
will have an opportunity to offer the amendment after the com-
mittee amendments are disposed of.

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of
the Committee on Commerce was, on page 66, line 16, after the
word ‘‘ appropriated,” to insert:

Provided, That of the amount authorized to be expended #33,000, or so
much thereof as may be necessary, may be ax'pendecEe‘ha addition to the
$30,000 herein appropriated, in continuing construction and completion of
Lock and Dam No. 7, by contract or otherwise.

So as to make the claunse read:

Improving Kentucky River, Kentucky: Continuing improvement, $50,000:
Provided, That contracts may be entered into by the Secretary of War for
such materials and work as m.a;' be necessary to complete the present proj-
ect of improvement, to be paid for as appropriations may from time t.o%ime
be made by law, not exceeding in the %ﬂg{gﬂ.&e $1.348,000, exclusive of the
amount herein appropriated: Provided, of the amount authorized to
be expended, etc.

The amendment was agreed to. ;

The next amendment was, on page 67, line 13, after the word
‘ jmprovement,” to strike out:

For Lock No. 5, according to report and recommendation of Maj. D. W.

1]_.3:}?:kwood. (Corps of Engineers, United States Army, submitted August 11,
801,

And insert * of Lock No. 5”; so as to make the claunse read:

Improving Green River, Kentucky, about the mouth of Big Barren River:
Continuing improvement of Lock No. 5, $20,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 68, line 7, after the word
‘‘the,” to strike out *‘ approved project for the completion thereof,
$10,000,"” and insert:

Project submitted February 2, 1808, 30,000, £20,000 of which, or so much
thereof as may be necessary, may be used for the purchase of the sites for
Dams Nos. 8, 4, and 5; and if' said sum shall not be sufficient, then the Secre-
tary of War may use so much of the moneys heretofore appropriated for
Dam No. 6 as shall be requisite.

So as to make the clause read:
Improving Ohio River, by the construction of Dams Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5, be-
with &e project

tween Davis Island Dam and Dam No. 6, in accordance sub-
mitted February 3, 1806, ete.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 70, under the heading for
improving the Ohio River, Ohio and West Virginia, to increase
the appropriation for the improvement and continuance of the
work on the harbor at Brooklyn, Ili., from $5,000 to $10,000.

The amendment was agreed to.
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The next amendment was, on :
“gubmitted,” to strike out “by Col. G. J. Lydecker, November
80,” and insert ‘‘December 7”; and in line 5, after the word
“ninety-five,” to strike out “*in House Document No. 72, Fifty-
fourth Congress, first session”; so as to make the clause read:

I ving Belle River, Mi in aceorda: i
“xg::&go?‘ 1“& ; 35.&)0. ver, Michigan, nce with plans submitted De-

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 71, line 9, after the word
“‘gubmitted,” to strike out “‘by Col. G. J. Lydecker, November
80,” and insert ‘‘December 7”; and in line 10, after the word
‘“‘ninety-five,” to strike ont ‘‘in House Document No. 71, Fifty-
fourth Congress, first session™; so as to make the clause read:

Img:gﬂvli'n i 18&13‘0:5?&&1{ River, Michigan, in accordance with plans submitted

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 71, line 14, after the word
¢ gnbmitted,” to strike out ** by Col. G. J. Liydecker "; and in line
15, after the word ‘‘ninety-five,” to strike out ‘‘in House Docu-
ment No. 78, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session ”; so as to make
the clause read:

Improving Pine River, in rdance with bmitted De-
— b;g_o?‘ 2 35?(111 .ver Michigan, in acco 08 report su

The amendment was to.

The next amendment was, on page 72, line 23, after the word
“yith,” to strike out:

Plans submitted by Col. (+. J. Lydecker in House Document No. 192, Fifty-
fourth Congress, first session.

And insert “the alternative project submitted January 28,
1896 ”; so as to make the clause read:

Improving Ealamazoo River, Michi, f Lake Mi to Baugatuck,
in mordmpm %e with the nltevr:;t.iva prgo%g‘ct?gmitt:d Jm 28, ﬁnﬁfw

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 73, line 18, after the word
“gnfficient,” to strike out * is hereby appropriated and ; so as to
make the claunse read:

ing Menomiunee River, Wisconsin and Michigan: Continuing im-
prlg'g:::rﬁ.gﬂﬁﬁ;i[gfugamﬁvﬁd sumu?ag amos:nt snﬂlcim shall be naeg.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 74, line 10, before the word
¢ thousand,” to strike out ** ten * and insert * fifteen ”; and in the
same line, after the word ** dollars,” to insert:

Of which sum $£10,000, or so much thereof as may be n , 8hall be

BCESSATY,
used in ‘i.m‘prcl\'!.nﬁ the barbor and water front of Stillwater, Minn., so as to
render it accessible to steamboats and other craft navigating said river.

ver,
S0 as to make the clause read:

Improviaﬁ 8t. Croix River, Wisconsin and Minnesota: Continuing improve-
ment, §15,00, of which sum ho,wu. or g0 much thereof as may be necessary,
shall be used in improving the harbor and water front of Stillwater, Minn.,
:?nstorenﬂer it accessible to steamboats and other craft mvignt{ngsajd
ver.
The amendment was agreed to. . 3
The next amendment was, on page T4, after line 11, to strike
out:

&%mving Red River of the North, Minnesota: Continuing improvement,

71, line 4, after the word

The amendment was agreed to. .
The next amendment was, on page 74, after line 13, to insert:

Improving Red River of the North, Minnesota, and its tributaries: Contin-
m?&ﬁ;mmmem. é‘fm of which sum $5,000, or so much thereof as may be

shall be used in im the navigation of the Red Lake River,
between Q‘lue tRlvarFaﬂsnnng(i,ed e, according to the plan of Maj. W. A.
Jones in his report of February 26, 1805.

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, on page 75, line 6, after the word
‘¢ dollars,” to strike out:

Provided, That thee diture of said money shall be made upon said river,
from the mounth thereof to the forks in said river.

And insert:

And so much thereof as may be necessary may be used for dredging toa
depth of 20 feet between the lermot.lth of the river and a point 2 miles south-

So as to make the clause read:

Improving Calumet River, Ilinois: Continuing improvement, $50,000, and
80 much thégraof a8 may be necessary may be used for dredging to a d of
20 feet between the mouth of the river and a point 2 miles southward.

The amendment was agreed to. ;

The next amendment was, on page 75, line 16, after the word
s dollars,” to insert ““and for acquiring right of way, including
necessary surveys, $20,000”; in line 18, affer the word ‘‘for,” to
insert “the whole or any part of”; in line 21, after the word
« Canal,” to insert *‘ or the said materials may be purchased and

the work done otherwise than by contract™; and in line 23, after
the word *“nec ,” to strike out **therefor” and insert * for
the said canal”; so as to make the clause read:

For the construction of the Illinois and Mississippi Canal: Continuing con-
struction, §5,000, and for acquiring right of way, inelnding necessary surve
£20.000: Provided, That the Becretary of War may enter into contracts for
the whole or any part of such material and work as may be necessary to com-
g:epu the present project of said Illinois and Mississippi Canal. or the said ma-

rials may be and the work done otherwise than by contract; and
to acquire such further right of way as mx,{ be necessary for the said canal
to be paid for as appropriations msg% rom time to time be made by law, not
to exceed in the te $5,710,900, exclusive of the amount herein and
heretofore app

The amendment was agreed to. )
The reading of the bill was continued to the end of line 24, on

age T7.
: Mr. NELSON. Imove to strike out the word * to,” in line 23,
and insert the word “‘ and.” It is to correct a mistake.
The SECRETARY. In line 23, 77, it is proposed to strike out
the word *“to” and insert **and ”; so as to make the clause read:

Im; the Mississippi River between the Chlcagwg. St. Paul, Minne-
apolis and Omaha Hmlrong bridge at St. Paul, and the Washington avenue
bridge at Minneapolis: Continuning improvement, §100,000,

Mr. FRYE. Ihave no objection to the amendment.

The amendment was agreed to.

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of
the Committee on Commerce was, on page 78, line 2, before the
word ‘“ hundred,” to strike out * three” and insert ** four ”; in line
5, before the word ‘hundred,” to strike out “one” and insert
“two™; in line 16, after the word ** dollars,” to insert * exclusive
of the amount herein appropriated *; in line 25, before the word
““cents,” to strike out * sixty-six” and insert “sixty-seven”; on
page 79, line 11, after the word ** That,” to insert ‘*any balance of
former appropriations now available and”; in line 13, after the
word ** expended,” to strike out ** in pursuance of said contracts”;
in line 19, after the word *‘of,” to insert ‘‘ultimately”; in the
same line, after the word *‘ obtaining,” to insert **and maintain-
ing”; and in line 22, after the word *‘depth,” to insert ““at all
periods of the year except when navigation of the river is closed
by ice”; so as to make the clause read:

Improving the Mississippi River from the mouth of the Ohio River to 8t.
Paul, Minn.: Continuing improvement, $475,000, of which amount £200,000 shall
be expended on that portion of said river from S8t. Paul to the mouth of the
Missouri River. and $75,000 from the mouth of the Missouri River to the
mouth of the Ohio River: Provi That on and after the passage of this
act additional contracts may be entered into by the SBecre of War for
such materials and work as may be neoasmrgit»o carry on continuously the
systematic improvement of the Mississippi River between the points men-
tioned. or said ma may be pure _and work may be done otherwise
than by contract, t.om‘b:afmd for as appropriations may from time to time be
made by law, not ex: ng in the agﬂ'&g‘aw £5,025,000, exclusive of the amount
herein appropriated: Provided further, That for the fiscal year ending June
80, 1807, said contracts and materials purchased and work done otherwise
than by contract for the section of said river between St. Paul and the
mouth of the Missouri River shall not exceed $200.000, and thereafter shall
not exceed for the three years beginning July 1, 1807, the sum of §%26,666.07
annually: Provided further, That such contracts and materials purchased
and work done otherwise than by contract for that section of the said river
between the mouth of the Missouri and the mouth of the Ohio River for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, shall not exceed the sum of $325,000, and there-
after for the three years commencing July 1,1807, ehall not exceed the sum
of $573,833.33 ann : And provided further, any of former ap-
pmim-tutions now available and the money he_rs]g approgri.nt.ed and aothor-
ized to be expended for the said section of said river between the mouth of
the Missouri River and the mouth of the Ohio River, or so much thereof as
may be necessary, shall be ex ed in the construction of suitable dredge
boats, portable jetties, and other suitable appliances, and in the maintenance
and operation of the same, with the view of ultimately obtaining and main-
taining a navigable channel from St. Louis to Cairo not less than 250 feet in
width and 9 feet in depth at all periods of the year except when navigation
of the river is closed by ice.

The amendment was agreed to. .
The next amendment was, on page 79, after line 28, to strike
out:

That 850,000, or so much thereof as may be ni , of the money herein
appropriated for the improvement of the Missjssi River between Cairo
ugg the mounth of the Missouri River shall be expended. under the directionm
of the Becretary of War, to protect the east bank of the Mm:ﬁl]api River
from eaving in and washed away at or near a t opposite t|
of the Missouri River and extending south along said east bank as far as may
be neceas&r{ to effect the purpose above mentioned. i

That of the money hereinappropriated for nse on the Mississippi River
from Cairo to the mouth of the Missouri River the sum of §0.000, or so much
thereof as may be necessary, is directed to be expended in removing the bar
in front of Chester, I1l., and protecting the west bank of the Mississippi River
opposite Chester, IIL

And insert:

That of the money hereina; ted for the improvement of the Missis-
sippi River between Cario and the mouth of the Missouri River there may be
expended, under the direction of the Secretary of War, in order to improve
the channel of the river, such amounts as may be to protect the
east bank of the Mississippi River irom caving in and bainﬁ washed away at
or near a point opposite mouth of the Missonri River and extendingsouth
z said east bank, and in removing the bar in front of Chester, IlL.,
protecting the west bank of the Mississippi River opposite Chester.

The amendment was agreed to. -
The next amendment was, on *page 81, line 1, after the word
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¢ appropriated,” to insert * and aunthorized to be expended ”; so as
to make the clause read:

i rized to be expended
B S e e Fras: HE Eaal b0 in mceth
of the Missouri River there shall be expended the following respective
amounts, ete.

The amendment was agreed to,

Mr. FRYE. The item between lines 8 and 14 on page 81, may
be passed over for the present at the request of the junior Sen-
ator from Illinois [Mr. ]i’ALMER].

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BErrY in the chair). The
item within the lines indicated will be passed over.

The next amendment of the Committee on Commerce was, on
page 81, after line 14, to strike out:

For the removal of the bar in the Mississippi River, on the east side thereof,
opposite the city of Dubugue, in the State of Iowa, $5,000.

Mr. ALLISON. I ask that this amendment——

Mr. CULLOM. I hope the lines just read will be retained.

Mr. ALLISON. That is what I want.

Mr. CULLOM. I hope that this amendment and the amend-
ment in lines 23, 24, and 25, on the same page, may be disagreed to.
I have a letter in reference to the latter amendment, pertaining
to Quiney, I1l., and the Senator himself has quite & number of
letters with reference to the first, which seem to make it abso-
lutely necessary that the two provisions shall be left in the bill as
the House had it.

Mr. ALLISON. I wasabout to make the same suggestion. I
know per:gdnslly as respects the first amendment that it ought to
be di to.

Mr. VEST. Iwanttosay frauklytothe Senatethat Isupposethe
people of Missouri have as much interest as the people of Illinois

IO

" and Iowa in these improvements, but the trouble comes—and both

Senators will recognize it—from the fact that there is no recom-
mendation or estimate from the engineers in regard to these im-
ovements. In other words, in order to put these agi)ropriaﬁona
k as they came from the other House, we are asked to take the
verbal statements of members of Congress or letters and tele-
from citizens; and I have received a number of them. It
maust be evident to these Senators and to everybody that if you
make up the river and harbor bill in that way the amount appro-
priated will be indefinite, and there is mo telling what sort of
improvements will be made. There is no estimate, there is no
recommendation, there is no survey for these improvements.

Mr. CULLOM. As to the Dubugue item, we have improved
the river on oneside and not on the other. I do not know whether
or not the item is in the estimates, but I do know that the mer-
chants on the opposite side of the river, at East Dubuque, are ab-
solutely cut off by a sand bar there, so that they can not get boats
up to tia shore at all. That is entirely unfair. There area num-
ber of merchants there; and the chairman of the committee has
received quite a number of letters from the Representative of that
district g[r. Hirr],showing the urdg];t:t necessity foran ap Tia-
tion. Ihavebeen there myself, an ve seen exactly the situation

in reference to it.
Will the Senator from Illinois allow me to say
a word?

Mr. ALLISON.

Mr. CULLOM. I shall be very glad to have the Senator from
Iowa give us his views.

Mr. ALLISON. Iam perfectly familiar with the situation and
location there at Dubuque. It does not need an engineer to know
what ought to be done there. This item does not increase the
appropriation a single dollar. It merely takes from the general
appropriation the sum named to preserve the channel at this
particular point. It is the city in which I live, the commerce of
my city crosses at that point, and I am perfectly familiar with it.
The reason the local engineer does not make the improvement is
that under the terms of a general appropriation he can not apply
the money locally without anthority from Congress. I think that
where we have this absolute knowledge it does not require an
engineer to know that if a sand bar accumulates at a point where
commerce is constant it is an obstruction. There are two or
three elevators at this point, and because of the sand bar they
can not be reached. But for the technical sitnation as to this
apFrop.riat-‘ion this sand bar would be removed.

hope the amendment will be disagreed to, and I suggest to my
friend from Missouri that this is not an nnusnal thing in these
appropriation bills where the necessities seem to require it.

r. VEST. There are a large number of these appropriations
here, put in at the request of members of both Hounses simply upon
their own statement, without any estimate, without a survey, or
any recommendation.

r. CULLOM. I want to say, furthermore, that when I dis-
covered that those two items and another one in the bill had been
stricken out I at once undertook to find out the reason for that
action. to the two, t it is exceedingly important to

i As to th I find that it i dingly i
the business of those localities that they should be reinsfated. As
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to the third, I am not satisfied, and therefore am not asking that
anything be done in relation to it.

Mr. VEST. What does the Senator mean by the third?

Mr. CULLOM. Thereisstill anotheritem, that at Rock Island,
in regard to which I have no information which justifies me in
insisting upon its being put back, and therefore I do not intend to

do so.
Mr. VEST. In regard to Sny Island?
Mr. CULLOM. at is not in dispute.

Mr. FRYE. That was passed over. The Senator from Illinois
[Mr: PaLMER] who is absent desired it passed over.

Mr. VEST. I did not understand that.

Mr. CULLOM. The two items to which I refer are the Du-
buque item, stricken out, and the bar in front of the steamboat
landing at Quincy. Quincyis a city of 40,000 people. Since there
has been a railroad bridge built across the river there, a little
above the city, a sand bar has begun to form, and steamboats—of
which there a dozen a day coming up and going down that river—
if they are going down, have fo own the main channel by the
city and then back up on the inside of that bar in order to get in
at all. That is the literal fact of the case; and for the Senate to
hesitate to restore those items on such a state of facts would be,
I think, very singular. I do not care what the War Department
has done aboutit. I think it is unfair to the people of those local-
ities that those items should be stricken out, and I hope that there
will be no hesitation about restoring them.

Mr. VEST. As a matter of course, all these statements come to
us for the first time. No such statements were made in commit-
tee, and we must look to the Book of Estimates and to the reports
of the Engineer Corps.

Mr. CULLOM. Iunderstandthatissoasa genera& proposition.

Mr. VEST. And when we looked, we could not find any esti-
mates nor any survey nor any recommendation, yet these rivers
and harbors are under the control and supervision of officers sent
gom the Corps of Engineers to each river and harbor in the United

tates.

Mr. CULLOM. There are sand bars in both places, patent and
open to the world, and boats plying up and down the river can not
land where they ought to land so as to accommodate the people.

Mr. VEST. That may be and doubtless is true, but it is a sin-
gular fact that the engineer in charge of the river, with those bars
right before him and knowing their injurious effect npon naviga-
tion, did not refer to them in his general estimate for the river,
and though he has given very fully the details of the improve-
ments to be made, he has said nothing about these improvements.

Mr. CULLOM. I know the facts as to both cases, because I
have been at both places within the year. The Senator from Iowa
[Mr. ALusonL;ives directly opgoait.e one of them, and there is
no question whatever about the facts.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amend-
ment reported by the Committee on Commerce, striking out the
words from line 15 to line 17, inclusive, on page 81.

The amendment was rejected.

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of
the Committee on Commerce was, on page 81, after line 22, to
strike out:

For removing the sand bar in t of the steamboat landing at =
o Bt ot T ok S000e T m fron e 2t Ny,

Mr. CULLOM. That is the other place I referred to, and I hope
that a riation will be retained in the bill.

The IDING OFFICER. The question is on striking out
the clause which has been read.

The amendment was rejected.

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of
thett Committee on Commerce was, at the top of page 82, to strike
out: A

For maintaining the harbor at Rock Island, 111, §5,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 82, after line 2, to strike out:

For maintaining the harbor at La Croase, Wia., §5,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 82, line 13, to increase the
appropriation for continujn%ha work of construeting artificial
banks between the mouth of Flint River, in Des Moines County,
Iowa, and running along the west bank of the Mississippi River
to the mouth of the Iowa River,” from $50,000 to $75,000.

The amendment was to.

The next amendment was, on page 82, line 15, after the word
‘‘appropriated,” to insert *“and authorized to be expended ”; and
in line 17, after the word *‘made,” to insert *¢ and cost of improve-
ments to be estimated ”; so as to malke the claunse read:

And the SBecretary of War, out of the money herein appropriated and aun-
thorized to be expended for the improvement of the Mississippi River from

St. Paul to the mouth of the Missonri River, shall eause surveys to be made
and cost of ts to be estimated as follows, ete.

The amendment was agreed fo.

nnprov




4946

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE.

May 7,

The next amendment was, on 82, line 20, before the word
““County,” to strike out **Mercer” and insert ** Rock Island ”; and
on page 83, line 3, after the word *‘ channel,” to strike ont * with
an estimate of the cost thereof”; so as to make the clause read:

Om the east side of the Mississippi River, commencing at Drurys Landing,
- in Rock Island County, State of oig, and running afonz the east bank of
said river to New , with a view to the improvement of navigation by
fhraventing the overflow of the naturaland artificial banks, and by deepening
e channel; also along the east bank of said river, from at or near tEa city
of Oquawka, I1l., to at or near Dallas City, in the said State, with a view to
the improvement of navigation by preventing the overflow of the natural
and artificial banks and by deepening the channel; also on the west side of
said river from the bluff above the city of Madison, Lea Connty,in the State
of Iowa, along the west bank of said river to the mouth of Skunk River, in
said Lee County.and along the west bank of the Mississi ﬁi River from the
month of the Iowa River, in Louisa County, to the city orp uscatine, in Mus-
catine County, lIowa, with a view of improving the navigation by "Rgevent‘ln
the overflow of the natural and artificial banksand by deepening the channe.

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, on page 84, after line 4, to strike out:

Also commen at Drurys Lnndlngoi.n Rock Island County, Ill., and run-
ning along the east bank of said river to New Boston, IlL, with a view toim-
proving the na tion by preventing the water from overflowing the natu-

ral and artifi banks along those parts of the river and deepening the
channel.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 84, line 20, after the word
“building,” to insert *‘ and repairing”; in line 22, after the word
“river,” to insert ‘‘ such improvement, surveys, building and re-
pairs of levees to be made and carried on”; on page 85, line 24,
after the word ** obtaining,” to insert ‘*and maintaining”; and
on page 86, line 1, after the word *‘depth,” to insert ‘‘at all
periods of the year except when navigation is closed by ice”; so
as to make the clause read:

Improving Mississippi River from Head of Passes to the mouth of the Ohio
River, includinilsalaﬁas, clerical, office, traveling, and llaneous ex-
ﬁ%ﬁes of the Mississippi River Commission: Continuing improvement,

000, which sum shall be expended under the direction of the Secretary
of War, in accordance with the plans, specifications, and recommendations
of the Mississi mmRirer Com on, as approved by the Chief of Engineers,
for the gene: provement of the river, for the building and repairing of

evees, and for surveys, including the continuation of the survey between

Head of Passes the head waters of the river, such improvement, surveys,
building and repairs of levees to be made and carried on in such manner as
in their opinion shall best improve navigation and promote the interests of
commerce at all es of the river: Provided, That on and after the passage
of this act additional contracts may be entered into by the Secretary of War
for such materials and work as may be necessary to carry on continuously
the plans of the Mississippi River (%mmission as aforesaid, or said materials
may be purchased and work done otherwise than by contract, to be paid for
as appropriations ma.&']gmm time to time be made by law, not exceeding in
the aggregate $8.875,000: Provided further, That for the fiscal year ending
June #), 1897, said contracts and materials purchased and work done other-
wise than by contract shall not exceed the sum of $525,000, and thereafter
ghall not exceed the sum of 82,583,333 annually for the three years beginning
July 1, 1807: Provided further, That the money hereby appropriated and au-
thorized to be expended in pursuance of said contracts, or so much thereof
as may be necessary, be expended in the construction of suitable dredge
boats and other devices and appliances, and in the maintenance and opera-
tion of the same, with the view of obtaining and maintaining a navigable
channel] from Cairo down not less than 250 feet in width and 9 feet in depth at
all periods of the year except when navigation is closed by ice: Proviited
jurflf’lir, That of the sum hereby appropriated and authorized to be expended
the sum of $64,000 shall be expended in the rectification of the 1 at Green-
ville, Miss., and $64.000 in the rectification of the banksat Helena, Avk., accord-
tolate ﬁlnnasubmjttedhy Cag&n(.}k;ahnm D. Fitch, Corps of Engineers, and

000 in the rectification of the at New Madrid, Mo.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, on page 87, line 7, before the word
¢ thousand,” to strike out *‘two hundred and fifty ” and insert
¢ three hundred ”; and in line 10, after the word *‘Provided,” to
strike out “that in the discretion of said Commission a portion of
such sum may be expended in protection of harbors and localities
on said river: And provided also”; andinline 21, before the word
¢ thousand,” to strike out ‘‘two hundred and fifty ” and insert
“thres hundred "; so as to make the clause read:

Improving Missouri River, including salaries, clerical, office, traveling, and
miscellaneous expenses of the Missouri River Commission, survey, perma-
nent bench marks, and gauges: Continuing improvement, $800,000, to be ex-
pended under the direction of the Secretary of War in the systematic im-
provement of the river according to the plans and specifications of the Mis-
souri River Commission, as approved by the Chief of Engineers: Provided,
That on and after the pas of this act additional contracts may be entered
into by the Secretary of &ar for such mate: and work as may be neces-
sary to carry on continuously the plans of the Missouri River Commission
for the improvement of said river, or said material may be pu and
work may be done otherwise than by contract, to be paid for as appropri-
ations may from time to time be made by law, not exceeding in the aggre-
gate §300,000 per annum for three years, commencing July 1, 1897,

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, on page 87, line 25, to strike out:

Contracted for, $80,000 may be expended at Omaha and Conneil Bluffs: at
gg&iﬁvort $60,000, at Glasgow 00, at Miami §75,000, and at St. Charles, Mo.,
And insert:

Expended, there may be expended, in the discretion of said Commission,

such amounts at Omaha, Council Bluffs, Leavenworth, Atchison, Rocheport,
Glasgow, Miami, St. Charles, and at the mouth of the Little Blue, in Jack-

son County, Mo.; also for prot.ecﬂug the shore line of the Missouri River
above Glasgow, from the foot of Bow Green Bend to the head of Harrisons
Island, and at other harbors and localities on said river as may be necessary
to improve the channel by preventing erosion of the banks,

50 as to make the clause read:

Of the money hereby a; rinted and he
thers may be gxpeng?;i‘ gﬂﬁg discret.in?: ]:}fr:ﬁ %%%gj{sﬁ;? sgechﬁm
at Omaha, Council Bluffs, Leavenworth, Atchison, Rocheport, Glasgow,
Miami, St. Charles, and at the mouth of the Little Blue, in Jackson County,

0.3 for protecting the shore line of the Missouri River above Glasgow
e e e
channel by preventing erosion of the banks. ¥ ey e

Mr. THURSTON. Mr. President—

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CuLLoM in thechair). Does
the Senator from Nebraska rise to move to amend the amendment?

Mr. THURSTON. 1 rise to suggest, Mr. President, that my
people are very solicitous to have the clause stand in the bill as
1t came from the other House. I think myself that they have been
laboring under some misapprehension as to the real character of
the House provision. 1 believe that they have thought that the
bill as it came from the House carried an absolute appropriation
of $30,000 for the first year'simprovement at Omaha and Council
Bluffs, whereas, as a matter of fact,if I read the bill correctly as
it came from the House, it only provides that out of the annunal
appropriation and out of the three additional years provided for
by con_tinu:ﬂf contracts there may be expended at Omaha and
Council Blnffs $50,000. Therefore the House provision is reall
an appropriation of $20,000 per annum eciﬁ?:ally for the wor.
at Omaha and Council Bluffs. I ask the Senator in charge of the
bill if that is his undmtandinﬁ of that appropriation?

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I am rea]t)nunsible. I suppose, more
than any one else on the committee for thisamendment. My con-
struction of that appropriation is that the $80,000 is to come out
of the aggregate amount a:ippro riated for the first year, the next
fiscal year; and them, under the continuing contract, it will de-
pend nfon the Missouri River Commission, in their discretion, to
take all the $80,000 in any one year or to take it out at fifteen or
twenty thonsand dollars a year, or in any other amonnt annually,
That wonld be my construction, and was at the time the amend-
ment was insert I do not think they will get $80,000 a year.
That is very evident. They get $80,000, but whether they would
get all of that in one year or two years or three years is a matter
within the discretion of the Missouri River Commission.

. Mr. ALLISON. Then, may I ask the Senator from Missouri,

if he so construes it because of the wordsinline 25 ** of the mone

hereby appropriated and hereby authorized to be contracted for 2
r. VEST. Yes; thatis the amount of the continuing contract.

Mr. ALLISON. If those words ‘‘ contracted for” were out of
the bill I think the $30,000 could be taken out of the appropria-
tion immediately preceding.

Mr. VEST. Yes; but the words are “ to be contracted for.”
That is the amount of the continuing contract.

Mr. THURSTON. There is another reason, which will be seen
by an examination of the several specific appropriations, why
that construction must be the true one. It will be seen that the
bill as it came from the House appropriated only $250,000 for the
first year, and that these specific appropriations, all under this
same clause, amonnt in the aggregate to $325,000.

Mr. VEST. That is true.

Mr. THURSTON. It is therefore fectly evident that these
specifie allotments of money to 1 ties are to cover the entire
period of the present appropriation and the additional three years'
contracts. Such being the construction of the bill as it came from
the House, I am myself inclined to believe that the amendment as
reported by the committee would give to my locality, in all huinan
probability, as great, or greater, an expenditure of money in the
matter of their local improvements than would the bill as it came
from the House; and yet I see no particular reason why the bill as
it came from the House may not as well be left as it came here as
to amend it as proposed. There is in the bill as it came from the
House noabsolute command upon the Missonri River Commission
to expend this money at these particular points, and as the general
appropriation is amended by the Senate already, it would only
specifically provide for the local expenditure at the specified points
of §5325,000 out of four years’ appropriation; and four years at
$300,000 per year is $1,200,000. Therefore nearly three-fourths of
the entire sum would be left at the disposition of the Missouri
River Commission for expendifure at such other points on the
river as might be deemed expedient.

Mr. PEFFER. The Senator from Nebraska will permit me to
call his attention to what seems to me, at least, to be unreasonable
in the mentioning of Omaha and Council Bluffs and Rocheport
and Glasgow and St. Charles, without mentioning a number of
other places which are situate along the river, such as Leaven-
worth and Atchison. The people of our State are very much
interested in taking care of the river at those places. My colleague
is better able to describe the situation at both those places than I
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am. I do, however, know personally that there is need of a great
deal of work to be done at Leavenworth and Atchison, more
particularly at Atchison. The river has changed its channel so
as to interfere materially with the movement of the city and the
management of the railways and the bridge companies, and it is
a matter of very serious concern to our people. It is a question
in my mind whether it would not be better toleave the paragraphs
just as they are now, as the Senate committee have made them,
and trust to the friction that may yet be aroused in conference for
final adjustment.

Mr. THURSTON. AsIhave stated, if I were left to my own
individunal judgment in this matter I should certainl&be quite as
content with the provisions of the bill as amended by the com-
mittee as I shounld with the ‘Elrovisiuns of the bill as it comes from
the other House. I have therefore brought this matter to the
attention of the Senate, and asked nonconcurrence in the amend-
ment reported by the committee more particularly for the pur-
pose of having thye true character of the House provision under-
stood and placed upon the record here, in order that my people
may no longer understand that the House of Representatives ap-

ropriated $80,000 per annum for expenditure at Omaha and
Eouncil Bluffs, when, in fact, the a%pmpriation is $80,000, cover-
ing a period of four years’ work, and which, if expended equally
during that time, would simply be an appropriation of §20,000
annually for our local improvement of the river.
. With this statement of the case, I leave it to the Senate to say
whether it will stand by the amendment as proposed by the com-
mittee or leave the bill as it came from the other House.

Mr. BAKER. 1 desire an amendment also to this clause. I
notice that there are a number of places grouped together on

e 88,
pa%h‘. THURSTON. Let me snggest to the Senator—I presume
I know what amendment or about what amendment he would
propose—that I also have an amendment to propose if the Senate
committee provision is left. I should like to first take the sense
_of the Senate as to whether or not it will adopt the amendment as
reported by the committee. If it does, then I should like to join
the Senator from Kansas in having inserted one other name from
IK"«'gbraska, as I presume he desires to insert one or more from

nsas.
Mr. ALLISON. Ishould be ﬁl{gﬂ to hear the sugg:sted amend-
ment before I vote for the amendment proposed by the committee,
80 as to kmow what is the whole scheme.

Mr. BAKER. The amendment I desireis in reference to Leav-
enworth and Atchison. The amendment I propose would be at
the end of line 13, on page 88, to insert:

Provided, That on the Missoari River, op te Leavenworth, Kans., there
ghall be expended the sum of §15,000, and on the Missouri River, opposite
Atchison, 8., there shall be expended the sum of §15,000.

These are very important places, and it is necessary to protect
the Missouri River at these particular points. I believe, as noth-
ing has been given to our locality, particularly our State, it wounld
be but right and proper that these specific a,plpropriationa should
be made for these two points. 1tis absolutely necessary to com-
plete the improvements heretofore made at these two points that
these sums of money should be expended and that there shounld be
specific appropriations. We fear if we are left here with these
large cities in alump, without any distribution, that we shall not
be able to obtain any part of this appropriation whatever. Inotice
that at other points and in other places it is usnal and customary
to designate the particular amount which they desire, and whic
is desired to be there expended. Therefore I ask that the amend-
ment I propose be inserted so that we may have a specific appro-
priation amounting to $15,000 for each of these places.

Mr. ALLISON. Mr, President, I have not heretofore had an
oEportunit_v of examining the amendment. It seems to me that
the amendment proposed by the Senate committee, with a friendly
commission, or perhaps without, will better accomplish the q:n-—

in view than the provision as it came from the House. Un-

er the Honse provision I think the Missouri River Commission

would feel itself constrained to expend only $80,000 for a period of

four years, no matter what might be the condition of the river at

Council Bluffs and Omaha. The erosion of that river between

those two points often requires a very large expenditure in a
single year.

Under the Senate provision the Commission is authorized in its
discretion to expend such amounts at Omaha and Council Bluffs,
Leavenworth, Atchison, and at other points, naming a number
of points, and then at the end of the provision ** and at other har-
bors and localities on said river as may be necessary to improve
the channel by preventing the erosion of the banks.” So it seems
to me even without the amendment of the Senator from Kansas,
if there is a condition of the channel opposite either Atchison or
any of these other points, the Missouri Commission would be
directed under the last clause fo make such expenditures as may
be necessary to prevent the erosion of the banks at that point. I

nndger(_?ta.nd that is the object of theseimprovements at the points
named.

So while I have no E)ecia.l objection to the amendment proposed
by the Senator from Kansas, it strikes me that, looking at these
two provisions, the Senate committee’s provision will accomplish
more easily and more directly and more effectively what is neces-
sary at these several places.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senator from Kansas
inform the Chair whether he desires to offer his amendment?

Mr. BAKER. Yes, sir; I want to state further, in reply to the
Senator from Iowa, one main objection to the provision in its
present shape. It provides that a commission shall expend thi
money.

Now, we all know, without reflecting upon the commission,
that it requires a great deal of logrolling to get the commission
to improve at particular places and points. I notice thatin the
East and in the West in particular localities specific appropria-
tions are made. I wish to say to the Senator from Iowa that
Kansas is not good at logrolling. Kansas does not want to hu-
miliaté herselfg by going before a commission and demanding this
or demanding that. Here is the proper place to fix it, and that is
the reason why I desire to have it fixed here, so that we shall know
what we are to have, and that afterwards champagne suppers,
dances, and seances ghall not be necessary in order to obtain ap-

ropll_"i;ations or parts of appropriations at any particular place or
ocality.

I notice, Mr. President, that New England is not put in such a
humiliating position. I do not think the West ought to be put in
such a humiliating position. I simply ask justice. Improve-
ments have been made at these points, and they were important
improvements; it was important to the people of Missouri and
Kansas that they should Ee made. Those improvements are not
yet complete. I understand from the mayor of the city and others
who are competent to judge that these specific sums are n
and proper to completetheimprovements. Now, as we have been
generous in this bill, I ask simply as a matter of justice to the
State of Missouri at these points and to the State of Kansas at
these points that we may have specific appropriations. so that we
shall know what we are to depend upon, and that we shall not be
ts;;ll))jectlto the whims or caprices of any board or any body or any

unal, 4

My desire would be first to offer the following amendment, to

come in after the word ** banks,” at the end of line 13:

Improving the Missouri River opposite Leavenworth., Eans., the sum of
215,000; on the Missouri River opposite Atchison, Kans., the sum of $15,000.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The guestion is on agreeing to
the amendment of the Senator from Kansas to the amendment of
the committee.

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, in those two cases there is this dif-
ference, and there was this trouble before the committee. Insome
cases there had been estimates made of the amount of money re-
quired to take care of a certain improvement at a certain locality,
and in other cases the only estimates we had were from members
of Congress. In this case there were estimates both at Leaven-
worth and at Atchison, and I think that I may say the committee
justify me in agreeing to accept these two amendments of the
Senator from Kansas.

_Mr. VEST. Mr. President, the question of improving the Mis-
sigsippi and the Missouririvers is full of difficulties, and itisalmost
impossible to meet all the demands that are made either upon the
Board of Engineers or upon the commission in charge of those
rivers. I have very decided views in regard to these improve-
ments on the Missouri River, on the banks of which I have lived
for fifty years. It is the most erratic stream in the United States
and the most difficult to improve. It is now in such a condition
that no insurance can be had upon a boat or cargo that goes up
that river, and yet it drains one of the most fertile regions in the
West and ought to be covered with steamboats carrying freight
and passengers.

The Missouri River Commission (and I drew the bill wkich or-
ganized that Commission) is made up of three engineer officers
from the Corps of Engineers and two civilians, one of whom is
from the State of Missouri and one from the State of Nebraska.
It is safe to assume, then, that Missouri and Nebraska represented
upon that board would have the proper improvements made.

It must be stated frankly that one objection which is made toall
these plans for specific improvements does not apply to Leaven-
worthand Atchison. The Missouri River Commission, in their esti-
mates and recommendations, state that theimprovements at Leav-
enworth and at Atchison npon the oppositeside of the river should
bacontinued. Butthereare noestimatesand norecommendations
as to these other specific improvements or appropriations in the
bill as passed by the House. For instance, at Omaha the Commis-
sion do not recommend any improvement, but theystate substan-
tially that the necessary amount has been expended there, and that
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all that is necessary is to maintain the works as they have been
done, and they ask for no money.

hree hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars was put in the
State of Missouri, and, as a matter of course, if I were actuated
by selfish purposes or personal ends I would stand here and demand
these specific appropriations, for I am assailed almost hourly by
my constituents from these different localities, these little towns
on the river, to save our specific appropriations. The money is to
be spent there, the material is to be bought there, and, as a mat-
ter of course, they are not to be condemned or criticised for it.
They are like the rest of the world; they are looking to their im-
Eodiahe purposes and to the expenditures to be made right about

em.

Now, I have not the lightest doubt but what the Missouri River
can be improved and navigation brought back to it, and it can be
made a portion of the great waterway to the Gulf, for if is really
the Mississippi River. It gives color to it, and it ought to have
given name to the whole river. But this improvement can be

one in only one way, and I speak from the closest observation
and experience. It can be done only by improving the river by
reaches, going down the river 25 and 30 and 40 miles and system-
atically improving it.

We have appropriated hundreds of thousands of dollars (and I
have been as much responsible for it as any Senator, possibly
more so, under the demands of my constituents) at different
localities to prevent erosion of the banks, to save walls, to save
farms, and the money has been expended and the work washed
away in the freshet that came down from the Mountains,
from Montana and the Dakotas, in the next year. hat we suf-
fer from there is what has endangered the Lower Mississippi—im-
mense fires upon the head waters of the Missouri, that destroy
the nndergrowth and the mosses and the herbage that would
absorb the water, and it runs as it wounld over the top of this desk
when the snows break up in the spring and pours a flood down
the Missouri and Mississippi, resulting in immense erosion and
destruction of lands and even of towns.

The river can only be improved like the Mississippi River, by
reaches systematically. e have had fhis practically demon-
strated. The Missouri River Commission commenced at Jefferson
City and improved for 45 milesdown the river aystemat.icallﬁone
improvement supporting the other, one curve in the banks being
destroyed by putting the proper improvements on the opposite
side, always throwing the river against the bluff, the rocky side,
and protecting the alluvial lands. What is the result? ere is
not a finer piece of riparian engineering in the world than on the
45 miles below Jefferson City. It stood three freshets,and you
can not see where the river has made any impression upon it.
Nothing else was ever known like it before. That was done by
following the recommendations of the Missouri River Commission.

I have stood here year after year battling for the su&)jport of the
Commission, as long as we have one. We have five officers there,
three of them from the Corps of Engineers; we are paying them
galaries; they are conducting the improvement according to their
own way, and they could do itin no other. Aslong as we havea
Commission we ought to support them in that work,

The pressure brought upon other members of the Senate is noth-
ing compared to that upon me. Here is $325,000 that is washing
away in specific appropriations in iny own State. To support the
plan of the Commission is, I believe, the best thing for the people
there, and I think they will see it in the end. There will be some
temporary and local irritation mgnﬁreat criticism of me in the
county newspapers, but the end will justify if,as it did in the
reach below Jefferson City. That Commission can be trusted.
My friend from Kansas is mistaken in thinking that you must go
there and logroll with them. They are not able to meet the de-
mands of all localities and therefore there are always people dis-
satisfied. I have myself thought at times that they ought to in-
terfere with the course of the river when these ravages were being
made upon magnificent land worth fifty and seventy-five dollars
an acre and that would produce anything in the world, ButI

have been satisfied, after 1 watched their work and inspected it |.

in person, as my colleague has done with me, that they wereright
angethat they understood how to bridle that river and to keep it
in its channel, if human ingenuity and talent could do it.

Captain Eads, the greatest riparian engineer who ever lived in
this country, and I think in any other—not the greatest fortifica-
tions engineer, but riparian engineer—told me once that the Mis-
sissippi River could be iuéllrovad with §100,000,000 and with noth-
ing less. But he said, ** You must put a bridle upon it like you
do upon an unbroken horse; and it will take years to do i, and
8 hundred million dollars to do it.” And yet every year we
appropriate two or three million dollars and the freshets come and

e works are washed away.

I appeal to the Senate to sustain the committee in doing what
they gava thought to be right. Itis all that they could do. All
these towns in Missouri, my own constituents, my personal and
political friends, are to-day writing and telegraphing me to keep

the House bill as it was, because these fifty or thousand dol-
lars of a[fpropriaﬁons for localities are contained in it. My per-
sonal and political friends, if I consulted them, would have the
bill as passed by the House; but I am satisfied that it is simply
throwing away that much money. There are no recommenda-
tions for such appropriations. There are no estimates. When I
saw these a&:mpriations in the bill I communicated with my col-
leagues in the other House and invited them to show me where
the commission had recommended any such appropriations or
stated any estimates as to the amount. I was informed that one
of the board had verbally told a member of the House that he
thought there ought to be money expended at these points.

I submit to the Senate, can we appropriate $325,000 on oral
statements of that kind when a board is composed of five mem-
bers, three of them belonging to the Engineer Corps? I make,I
was about to say,from a political standpoint, a greater sacrifice
than any other Senator, than all others put together, and yet I am
absolutely certain that I am right in regard to it and that the
committee were right in sustaining the provision as it is found
reported in the bill.

Omaha will receive all the money that is nece: if thereisan
erosion of the banks there. If the Senator from Kansas wants
$15,000 at Leavenworth and at Atchison, he is supported by an
estimate and a recommendation, but that is not the case as to
these other places. Unguestionably that is so, and I shall make
no resistance if he insists upon it, thongh I believe that he will
fare better to let the improvements opposite those two cities re-
main in the bill as we have it proposed by the committee. Those
improvements are on the Missouri side of the river, in one of the
wealthiest counties in the State, not in Kansas, but in Platte
County, Mo.

Mr. BAKER. I apfreciabe what the Senator from Missouri
says, but still I think I ought to insist upon $15,000 at Atchison
and $15,000 at Leavenworth.

Mr. VEST. Very ; I am perfectly willing to go back to
the le of Platte County, where I have as g friends as any
in the world, who have always supported me in every ambition
of my life, and defend the amendment as we have put it in the
bill. I think I can satisfy them that it is the best for them. But
if the Senator from Kansas, who has, as I say, recommendations
and estimates for these places, and the other places have not,
insists upon the $30,000, it iz all that the State of Kansas has
gaéléed_tfrom the committee, and I am perfectly willing to con-

e it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Ig:estinn is on the amend-
ment Pmposed by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. BAKER] to the
amendment of the committee,

Mr. HILL. I wish to move an adjournment.

Mr, VEST. Let us get through with this item,

Mr. FRYE. ¥Yes, let us get through with it.

Mr. BAKER. Let us vote on my amendment.

Mr. HILL. Very well.

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to offer another amendment to the
amendment of the committee. I move to amend the amendment
by striking out the word * ded” where it occurs in line 4,
and inserting *‘contracted for,” so that the latter provision may
share the same fate as the general provision.

Mr. VEST. How would it read then?

Mr. ALLISON. It would then read:

Of the money hereby appropriated and hereby authorized to be contracted
for there may be e:peud?:%. in the discretion of said Commission, etc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the amend-
ment to the amendment?

Mr. VEST. No; not at all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to
the amendment of the Senator from Iowa to the amendment of
the committee,

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. THURSTON. In line 6, after the words ‘* Council Bluffs,”
I move to insert ** Nebraska City.”

Mr. VEST. That is right.

The amendment to the amendment was eed to.

Mr. ALLEN. Before the Senator from New York moves to
adjourn I hope the Senate will conclude to consider the next
amendment.

M;. VEST. Wehavenot yet disposed of the committee amend-
ment,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to
the amendment of the committee as amended.

Mr. FRYE. Let meinquire, wheredo Leavenworth and Atchi-
son now come in—at the end? ;

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At the end of line 13.

Mr. FRYE. Then those words must be stricken out in line 6.

Mr. VEST. I was about fo make the suggestion that they be
stricken out of the body of the amendment.
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The SECRETARY. In line 6, after the words “ Nebraska City,”
just inserted, strike out ** Leavenworth, Atchison.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will be agreed to unless
objection is made. The question is upon agreeing to the amend-
ment of the committee as amended.

The amendment as amended was aﬁreed to.

Mr. FRYE. Now, I think I have kept the Senate here as late
as I am justified in doing.

BOOE AGENTS OF METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SOUTH.

Mr. BATE. The Senator from New York iskind enough to sus-
pend the motion to adjourn nntil I can ask for the consideration
of Senate bill 2062, It asks for no money, It simply sends a case
to the Court of Claims.

Mr. COCKRELL. It isputting all the Senators to a great deal
of annoyance in having to ask unanimous consent when there are
not half a dozen present, and at a time when we ought to adjourn.
It is not the way to transact business. Iam not going to object tc
the bill called up by the Senator from Tennessee, but I am going
to object to any other request of the kind until we have some
agreement by which we shall transact the business of the Senate
in a proper and decent way, giving every Senator a chance and
not having a regunlar scramble, as we have every day after 6 o'clock,
when there 15; not a quornm here and when business ought not to

transacted.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill indicated by the Sen-
ator from Tennessee will be read for information.

Mr, COCKRELL. Isimply want to give notice now,so that
there will be no nal feeling in r d to the matter. :

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Missouri does not intend his
notice to apply to the Senator from Tennessee? ;

Mr. COCKRELL. It is not to apply to this case, as I said.

The Secretary read the bill (8. 2062) to confer jurisdiction on
the Court of Claims in the case ‘‘The Book Agents of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church ” against The United States, and, by unani-
mous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded
to its consideration.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

The preamble was to. 3

Mr. HILL. I move that the Senate adjourn. .

The motion was agreed to; and (at 6 o’clock and 20 minutes p.m.)
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Friday, May 8, 1806, at 12
o’clock meridian.

CONFIRMATIONS.
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 6, 1896.
POSTMASTERS.
Charles F. Terhune, to be Fost.masber at Binghamton, in the
county of Broome and State of New York.
James Tiernan, to be tmaster at Fort Howard, in the county
of Brown and State of Wisconsin,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

THURSDAY, May 7, 1896,

The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
Hexey N. COUDEN.
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will cause the Journal of the pro-

ceedin, s%ﬂa to be read.
Mr. %I g . Speaker, I make the point that no quorum

is present.
e SPEAKER (having counted the House). Ninety-five gen-
tlemen are t; not a quorum.

After an interval of eighteen minutes,

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, is a quorum not now present?

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks there is a quorum present,
and the Clerk will read the Journal.

Mr, PICKLER. 1 make the point that there is no quorum

resent.
2 The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point of order, and
the Clerk will proceed with the reading.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal.

‘When the Clerk had reached that part of the Journal reciting
the names of the absentees on the call of the committee and the
names of those voting on the several roll calls,

Mr. PICKLER. r. Speaker, I demand the reading of the
Journal in full. Let us have the names.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the list of names in full.

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the Journal,

ThadSPEAKER. Without objection, the Journal will be ap-

roved.

Mr. PICKLER. I object.

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. 8 er, I move the approval of the Jour-
nal, and on that demand previous question.

The question was taken on the approval of the Journal; and on
a divdimon (demanded by Mr. PickLER) there were—ayes 174,
noes 0.

Mr. PICELER. No quorum.

The SPEAKER. There is evidently a quorum present. If
those gentlemen who did not rise in response to the vote will an-
no;lince their presence the Chair will count those present and not
voting. .

Nine gentlemen having risen,

The SPEAKER. One hundred and seventy-four in the affirm-
ative and nine gentlemen present and not voting. A quorum is
present, and the Journal is approved.

PRINTING AND BINDING PUBLIC DOCUMENTS.

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee on
Printing, I desire to report a bill (H. R. 8237) to improve the
printing and binding methods of the public documents, and ask
1ts present consideration.

e SPEAKER. The bill will be read.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, etc., That the annual reports of the heads of the Executive De-
partments and of the chiefs of bureaus, commissions, and offices shall not here-
after be numbered and printed as Congressional documents. Periodi
issued weekly, monthly, yearly, or at other regular intervals shall not be num-
bered and printed as Congressional documents. Special publications extend-
ing over a series of months or and issued at irregular intervals shall not
be numbered and printed as Congressional documents. The general rule and
gmdm ghall be that the Congressional number shall be given only to those

ocuments which emanate directly from ngress or are furnished in re-

nse to the cull of Congress, or either House thereof, upon an Executive
epartment for information.

Sec. 2. That whenever a.n& document not bearing a Con number
is furnished for the use of Congress 50{ additional copies thereof shall at the
same time be furnished to the Superintendent of Documents for the suppl
of the designated depository libraries, and there shall also be fu.minhelgjlg
copies for the Senate library and 15 copies for the House library, and to the
Congressional Litrrnr%f! copies for its own use and 50 copies for its foreign
excha: Of all sunch documents not bearing a Congressional number and
orde to be printed for the use of Congress the ‘‘ usual number,” which
shall also be printed, shall be 1,100 copies, of which there shall be sent, in the
unbound form, 170 copies to the Senate document room, 40 copies to the
House document room, 10 copies to the office of the Secretary of the Senate,
and mco%iea to the oflice of the Clerk of the House, and 500 copies shall be
reserved the Public Printer in unstitched form, to ba inily bound to
the order of members and officers of Congress, as provided by law.,

Sgo. 3. That documents not a Congressional number shall be bound
as follows: If emanating from the Departinent of State, in scarlet cloth; if
from the De%ﬂmanb of the Treasury, in dark-blue cloth; if from the De-
grtment of War, in black ecloth; if from the Departmentof the Navy, in

rk-green cloth; if from the De ent of Justice, in dark-brown cloth; if
from the Post-Office Department, in drab cloth; if from the Department of
the Interior, in maroon cloth; if from the Department of Agriculture,in
light-brown cloth; if from the Department of Labor, the Interstate Com-
merce ission, the Commission, the Smithsonian Institution, or
other publ office not connected with one of the Executive Departments,
then in such colored cloth not used on the books of another bureauv as such
office and the Pablic Printer may agree upon; but when once adopted such
color shall be continned from year to year in the bindjni;!themmerepwm
or other yolumes from the same burea ion. In providing
cloth for bin the publie documents the Public Printer shall not provide
a second-rate low g=ade, but shall provide either cotton or linen cloth of
those fi gradeg and qualities which promise to give the volumes the
most attractive ap) ce and the test durability. [n lettering or em-
bossing books the Public Printer luse gold leaf of best and most suit-
able quality that is furnished for binders’ use, and he shall not use * Dutch

metal” or any other imitation of gold leaf. The Senate documents shall be
bound in dark-brown cloth and the Benate reportsin light-brown cloth. The
H ments shall be bound in dark-drab eloth and the House reports

onse
in light-drab cloth: Provided, That the Revised Statutes, Statutes at y
decisions of the Interior Department in land cases and in pension cases, -
ions of the Attorney-General, or other %ghlicatinns of like character, proper’
designated as law may, within the discretion of the heads n? Depu}g
ments issuing the same, be bound in sheep.

8Ec. 4. That in placing the titles on the backs or sides of books (not pam-
phlets) the following general rules shall govern: The fewest suitable number
of words shall be used,and attempts to earry the whole title-page, or
considerable part of it, on the covers shall not be made. The largest :gg
clearest type permitted by the space and by the rules of good taste shall be
uged, the purpose of making the titles ble at a distance being kept in
view. The title placed near the top on the backs of books shall be the one in-
dicating the subject-matter of the volume. The title placed in the middle
panel shall be the one indicating the year or other date, the whole number
of volumes in the series, and the special number of the particular volume on
which the title is placed. The title near the bottom of the back of each book
shall show the [%:a.rt:ment. Bureaun, Office,or Commission from which it
issnes. Every cloth-bound book shall have on the back of its cover a title
and a date, which on very thin books may be printed le wise of the vol-
ume. In expressing dates and other num on the of books Arabic
numerals shall be used.

Sec. 5. That in making up the binder's titles for the House and Senate
documents and reports when binding the * reserve,” any document or report
which fills more than one-third part of the volume in which it is contained
shall be mentioned in the title on the back of the cover of such volume. The
title near the top of the z of the cover on each of the reserve volumes
shall be *House Documents,” **House Reports,” ‘‘SBenate Documents,” or
“Senate Reports,” according to the contents of the volumes. On the middle
panel shall appear the nmmber or numbers of the documents or reports con-
tained in the volume, and also the name (or an abbreviation of the name) of
any document or report contained therein which may separately fill one-
third or more of the volume. When there is not in t‘le volume any docu-
ment or report making one-third the bulk of said volume, then the word
** Miscellanecuns ™ shall be placed on the middle back panel in addition to the
numbers of the documents or reports therein contained. On the back of each
volume of documents or reports, near the bottom, shall be placed the num-
bﬁiwgeéhe years of the Congress in which sueh documents or reports
o) ated.

Sec. 6. That the color, lettering, ete., of the binding, and the phrasaok -
typography, ete., of the title- of every public document shall ‘beua
same on and there

in all copies such document, an shall be but one
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