
• 

4918 CONGRESSIONAL. RECORD-BEN-ATE. Mxr7, 

also of citizens of Pittsburg, Pa.; also of Edwin Noll and numer­
ous other citizens of Pennsylvania, in relation to the Marquette 
statue-to the Committee on the Library. 

By Mr.l\I:AB.ON: Petition of IgnatiusJ.Langley,ofMarylan_d, 
for reference of his claim to the Court of Claims-to the Commit­
tee on War Claims. 

By Mr. McRAE: Petition of A.M. Frierson and .111 other <?Ol­
ored citizens of Columbia, Clark, Lafayette, Ouachita, and Umon 
counties, Ark., aAking for an appropria~on to aid in pa~n~ their 
transportation to Af-rica-to the Committee on Appropnations. 

By Mr. OTEY: Papers to. accompany House bill for the relief of 
Kate Wade-to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, papers to accompany H~use bill fo! the relief of Nancy 
Susan Thompson-to the Committee on Claims. . 

By Mr. REYBURN: Paper to accompany Hous~ bi~ to remove 
the charge of desertion from the record of John 0 Berme-to the 
Committeo on Military Affairs. · 

By Mr. SETTLE: Petition of the estate of Mary Smith, deceas~d, 
late of Orange County, N. C., praying reference of he.r: war clarm 
to the Court of Claims-to the Committee on War Clarms. 

Also, petition of W. C. Staples, of Ro~kingham County,,N. C. 
(formerly of Patrick C01J?ty, Va.), praymg. reference of his .war 
claim to the Court of Clarms-to the Comnnttee on War Claims. 

Also, petition of citizens of Dm·~am, N.C., _in favor o~ adopting 
the metric system-to the Committee on Coihage, Weights, and 
Measures. 

By :Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE: Petition of citizens of Bellevue, 
Pa., protesting against the acceptance of the Marquett-e statue-to 
the Committee on the Library. 

Also resolution of il'on City Lodge, No. 36, American _Protes­
tant A~sociation, protesting against appropriations for Indian con­
tract schools-to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Bv Mr. STRONG: Petition of Dr. W. W. Mcilvaine and Ron. 
A. :K. ·Rarey, of Kenton, Ohio; aisop~titiono~ CharlesColli~r, W. 
W. Stevenson, and Godfrey Suterme1ster, asking for a pe_miOn for 
Jacob Sherman late a private in Company 9, Fourth OhiO Volun-
teer Infantry-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. . 

By Mr. TATE: Petition, of Benjamin Dav~s in suppol't o~ House 
bill granting him a penswn-to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

By Mr. TOWNE: Remo!lBtl'anc~ of the C~mm_ercin.l Club of .st. 
Paul Minn. ao-ainst the obstruction of naVIgation by the build­
ing ~f a bridg~ across the Detroit River-to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. WALKER of Massachuset!-s: Peti~on of C. A. Keith 
and others, of Webstei', :Mass., p1·otestmg agamst the passage of 
House bill No. 4566, r elating to second-class mail matte!'-to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

SEN .ATE. 
THURSDAY, May 7, 1896. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. Rev. W. B. MILBURN, D. D. 
On motion of Mr. QUAY, and by unanimous con~ent, the r~arl­

ing of the Journal of yesterday's proceedings was dispensed with. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of District Assem­
bly No. 9 Order of Knights of Labor, of Chicago, Ill., praying 
for the p~sage of the so-called P_hi~lips bill, aut~orizing _the ap­
pointment of a. nonpartisan co~ISs~on to collate mfo:mation a~d 
to consider and recommend legrslation to meet the problems pre­
sented by ~abor, agricultll;re, and capital; which was referred to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I present a me~orial of the Associatio~ of 
American Physicians, and also resolutiOns adopted at a meeting 
of the Medical Society of the County of Ne'Y York, on the sub­
ject of vivisection in the District of Columbia. I m~:>ve that the 
memorial and resolutions be referred to the Comnnttee on the 
Distl·ict of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. GALLINGER presented a I?etition of the Woman's <;Jhris­

tian Temperance Union of Vandalia, Fayette County, lll., s1gned 
by the officers, Belle P. Whitney, president~ an~ Co;a B. f>p.il­
lips secretary praying for the enactment of leg-Islation rai mg 
the ~ge of con'sent from 16 to 18 years~ the Distri~t o~ Colum­
bia; which was referred to the Committee on the DIStnct of Co-
lumbia. . 

Mr. CULLOM presented ~·esolutions a~opted by the As~ociati~n 
of the Central West Illinois Congregational c:hurches of P.eona, 
Dl., expresrsing their indignation at the atroc;wus perse~ut10n of 
their fellow-Christians in Armenia, and especially of their suffer­
ing brethren of the American Board; which were ordered to lie ou 
the table. . 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of t~e ~rades League of Phil­
adelphia, Pa., praying that an ~ppropn~t10n be made for the 
improvement of the Delaware R1ver; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce . 

Mr. VEST presenteuapetitionof American Waitera'Union,No. 
20, of St. Louis, Mo., praying for the Government ownership and 
control of telegraph lines; which was, referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. ELKINS presented the memorial of R. T. Wetzel and 37 
other citizens of Jackson County, W.Va.; the memorial of W. H. 
Ramsey and 70 other citizens of Hundley, W.Va., and the memo­
rial of E. T. W. Hall and 57 other citizens of Freemansbm·g, W.Va., 
remonstrating against placing the statue of Pere Marquette in 
Statuary Hall, and praying that it be immediately removed; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. QUAY presented a petition of the Trades League of Phila­
delphia, Pa., praying that an a'ppropriation of $500,000 be made 
for improving the Delaware River; which was .referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

SPECIAL LIQUOR-TA.X RECEIPTS. 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, I present the petition of W. 0. 
Smith and 175 other citizens of Randolph County, Ind., praying 
for the passage of Senate bill239, which proposes to p1·ohibit the 
issuance of special liquor-tax receipts to persons other than those 
who are authorized by State laws to engage in the business of 
selling intoxicating liquors. The petitioners, jn addition to setting 
forth thejr special request, add that they believe the enactment of 
such a law would aid in preserving peace and order in every com­
munity, and would greatly improve the public morals. 

In connection with the petition, which I wish to have referred 
to the Committee on Finance, I want to call the attention of such 
members of the Committee on Finance as may be present to some 
very pertinent information on this subject. 

I wrote to the probate judge in each of five different counties in 
Kansas, asking them to furnish me with a statement showing the 
number of permits to sell intoxicating liquors that had been issued 
in each of those counties and were in force at the date of :ru.y let­
ter. By oli:r law the probate judge of each county, and he alone, 
is authorized to issue permits to engage in the. business of selling 
intoxicating liquors. We try to 1imit it as far as we can to drug­
gists. Then I asked the Commissioner of Internal Revenue to 
furnish me with a statement of the number of special liquor-tax 
receipts that ·had been issued to persons who were engaged in the 
business of selling liquor in those same counties and at the same 
time. I have here his statement and the statements of the probate 
judges. 

I ob~erve that the chaii·man of the Committee on Finance is now 
present. 

I find from the statement of the Internal Revenue Commissioner 
that in Leavenworth County, Kans., there were 248 special liquor­
tax receipts in force on the 1st of March of this year. Then by 
turning to the letter from the probate judge of that county, who 
is authorized to issue State permits to persons to engage in the 
sale of intoxicating liquors under the State law, I find that there 
are only 2 State permits in force in that county, and as there were 
24:8 United States special liquor-tax receipts issued, it is shown 
that 246 persons are selling liquor in that county in violation of 
the State law. 

Then, in Shawnee County, in which the capital of the State is 
located, the Internal Revenue Commissioner informs me that 73 
special liquor-tax receipts have been issued by the United States 
authorities, and there are only 25 State permits in force issued by 
the probate judge under the State law. So we have the differen?e 
between 73 and 25 as the number of persons who are engaged m 
the sale· of liquor in that county in violation of the State law. 

In SedgwickCountythere were 120special UnitedStates liquor­
tax l'eceipts issued and 12 State permits issued. The difference 
between 120 and 12 shows the miinber of persons engaged in that 
county in the sale of Hquors in violation of the State law. 

In Reno County the number of United States tax receipts was 25 
and of State permits 3, showing 22 persons in that county engaged 
in selling liquors in violation of the State law. 

In Dickinson County there are 37 special liquor-tax receipts is­
sued and only 9 State permits, the difference between 37 and 9 
showing the number of persons engaged in the liquor traffic in 
that county in violation of the State law. I submit the figures in 
tabulated form: 
Specialliqum·-ta.x receipts and State permits i"o sell intoxicating Ziquo1·s in ji1Je 

Kansa..s counties, Mm·ch, 1596. 

County. 

Leavenworth ------------- .... ---------- ----------------- -----
Shawnee ____________ ---- _ ----- _ ----- _ ------------- _ -----------
Sedgwick ____ ----------- --- .... -----------·---------·----------
Reno. __ ...• _----- _____ _ ..... ___ ----._. -------- .... ----·--------
Dickinson-----------------------------·-----------------------

United 
State States 

permit. tax re­
ceipts. 

2 
25 
12 
3 
9 

248 
73 

120 
25 
37 

Total ---------- ____ . _________ ---------------------------- 51 503 
-==-== A-verage---------------------·--------------------------·- 10! _ 50§ 
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Mr. MORRILL. Of course the Senator from Kansas has read Tex., praying f~r the ena.ctmen~ of .legisla~ion prohibiting United 
the law of the United States on this subject. It does not shield States revenue hcenses from bemg lBSued m local-option districts. 
any violation of the State laws where there are State hiws upon I move that the petitions be referred to the Committee on Finance 
the subject. Therefore, all the statements which are made by the The motion was agreed to. ' 
Senator from Kansas merely show that the people of that State MISSISSIPPI RIVER BRIDGE AT ST. LOUIS. 
will not enforce their own laws. M!· PEFFER. The point I make is that if any person intendino·· Mr. VEST. I ask the Senate to take up for considemtion Honse 
to Vlolat~ the State. law aslrs for a. speci~ liquor-tax receipt and bill 2698, a bridge bill about which I desire a conference with the 
pays for It and gets It, that proceeding will protect this man so far House of Representatives. It is important to have an early con-
as the Government of the Umted States is concerned, and he cares ference. 
less for the State law than he does for the United States law. The VICE-PRESIDEN:T. The bill will be read for information. 

I wish to call the attention of the Committee on Finance spe- The. Secretary read the bill (H. R. 2698) authorizing the con-
e~~)." to the point that our people make in this matter. Ourposi- stru~ti?n of a bridge ov':r the _Mississippi River to the city of St. 
tion IS that we can better enforce the laws of the State if there is Loms, m tJ:le S~te of M1~soun, from some suitable point between 
not. this apparent and real protection afforded to the illicit sale of th~ north lme of. St. Clair County, lll., and the southwest line of 
liquors by the issuance of Government tax receipts. . sald county, _which had been reported from the Committee on 

Mr. ALLISON. I will ask the Senator from Kansas how there Commerce with amen~ents. 
can be that real protection from the mere fact that the Govern-~ . Mr. CUL;LOM. I did not desire to interrupt the reading of the 
ment collects a tax?" bill before _It was concl:nd~d, so tJ;tat the time of the Senate might 

Mr. PEFfER. The real protection is this way, Mr. President. not b~ agam taken up m 1~ readmg; but as .I was not awar~ that 
I go to the mternal-revenue collector and ask for a special liquor- the bill had been brough~ m fr~m tJ;le '?omnnttee, I should like to 
ta.."'\: receipt. He asks me no questions. I pay $!:?5 for my receipt have t~e Senator fro~ Missour_Il~t It lie upon the table until I can 
and g? away and set up a little gin shop in some alley or in some have time t? look at It before It IS passed ... u_po~ by the ~enate. I 
out-of-the-way place, and so far as the Umted States marshal h~ve no des1r~ to delay the measurel bu~.~ It IS a very Important 
is c~ncerned I ~m absolutely protected; that is to say, he does bil~, about whic~?- there seems to have been a good deal of contro­
not mterfere With me. The State law is violated, but by some vei~Y for some time past,_ ~d I should _be glad to_ ~·we an oppor­
hook or crook, by personal acquaintance or financial or commer- t?mty to look at the provisions of the bill before It IS finaHy con­
cia! a:cquaintance_with th:e police of?cer or_ other local personage SI~ered by_ the S~nate. It has now been read, and_ if: the ~nator 
who IS charged With looking after tnose thmas I am permitted to will allow It to lie on the table for the present I will see hrm fur­
go unscathed. Now, if we can limit the tr~c to the State law ther on the subject, and he can call it up hereaftei'. 
alone, I think, just as the petitioners say, that it will aid very much Mr. ~Esrr: · Of course,_ I _can not decline such a request. My 
in enforcing the laws of the Htate and in maintaining peace and only ObJect IS to get the b1ll mto conference. 
good order. Mr. CULLOM. I am aware of it. 

Mr. QUAY. Is there anything in the laws of Kansas to pre- . Mr. VEST. We have p~ssed the ~ill through the Senate twice; 
vent the prosecution and conviction of a man who has paid the It has passed through the House twice; and the two bodies have 
United States tax for the sale of liquor? been unable to agree upon a measure. 

1\fr. PE~FE~. No; there is no p~otection of that kind, but he ~f~. CULLOM. As I.ca~ght the reading of the bill, I infer that 
kno'Y~ he IS rell~ved from prosecutiOn by the United States au- thls IS not exactly .the bill tna~ was passed by the Senate before. 
thor1ties for selling. He has that advantage in his favor, to say 1tf:. VES~. It IS not ~e bill the Senate passed at the present 
the least; and it is a good deal. sessiOn. It IS the same bill that the House passed in the last Con-

Mr. ALLISON. But theS<!nato:r from Kansas must know that gress_ and sent tons. We pa sed a bill at the present session and 
the fact that a man has paid a tax and a receipt can be produced sent It to th~House, and they have sent back to us the bill which 
is prima facie evidence in Kansas and other States of the viola- they passed m the last Congress. 
tion of the State laws, and therefore it fnrmshes additional testi- l\1r. CULLOM. So I understand. 
mony in the States to the people who want to enforce the law. Mr~ VEST. It never can be adjusted except by a conference. 

Mr. PEFFER. That is very tl·ue; but! will state the difference . Mr. CULLO¥. I have no doubt that is true, but at the same 
if the Senate will bear with me just a moment while this subject time I ~hould .hke to satisfy myself that the bill is as we want it 
is up; it is very important. I had several letters from friends in before 1t gets mto c:onference at all. 
New Hampshire who brought to my attention the same point that Mr. JEST. I Wish to say to the Senator from lllinois that the 
the Se~ator fr?m Iowa presents. But we are altogether differ- Commit~e on Commerc~ ha:d a special hearing upon this bill. 
ently Situa.tedm the W~tern country from what they are in New They ~otified all the parties mter~sted to come before us, which 
England, whe1·e the VIllages are almost adjoining one another. they <;lid,_ and we heard th~m pa~1ently and carefully and cross­
We_ have some counties in Kansas as large as the entire State exammed t~em; and the bill 'Yh1ch we have repo~ted is the best 
wl;nch the honorable Senator from Vermont so ably represents in we can pOSSibly do~der_the circumstances. 
thiS Chamber. We have large areas to travel over in order to Mr. CULLOM. I Inqurre of the Senator from Missouri if it was: 
rea-ch the office of internal-revenue collector. From the south- developed after the hearing or pending it that the bill satisfies both 
western p~rtion of the State of Kansas, to reach Leavenworth, elements that came ~o~e the <:ommittee for a hearing? 
where the mternal-revenue commissioner has his office we would _1\lr .. VEST. No.; It IS un;pOSSible to maka a bill that does. The 
hav~ to trave~ 450 miles in a ~ct line. · So the collectin'g of infor- nver.;nterests want ?ne thm~ and ~h,e railroad int!3rests want an­
mation from llie office of themternal-revenue collector is not a mat- other • and then the mterest m whicn I am more mterested than 
ter of ease and comfort. But the com;tty seat is not many miles any other, the people o~ Eas.t St. Louis. ~nd th_e city ?f St. Louis, 
away, and under our laws tJ;le probate Judge, whose office is at the the large bodY: of the piOducers,_ want a bill entirely different from 
c_ounty seat, and he alone, IS authorized to issue permits to sell the measure either of the o~her mt_erests. wants. We had the diffi­
~quo~. Wecangototbato:fficewithoutmuch trouble. Headver- <;mlt task befor~ us of making a bill which we thought would be 
tises m tpe <:ounty p~pers before the pennit is issued, setting forth JUSt to all parties. . 
t?e appl1cation of Richard Roe or John Doe for authority to sell ~ir._ CULLO~f. The m~est. that I represent is the people of 
liquors, and to any person op~o~ed to it it is notice, and it is a public Illmm~, and I have no special m~rest except to deal fairly with 
recm-d easy of access. But It IS not so in the case of the revenue the railroads or ~.Y o~he: coTporation. 
collector. . Mr. ~ST. ~ms. b11l ~ the very best we can possibly do, and 

!fr. GALLINGER. I desire simply to ask a question. I think If there 1s. no obJection to It I sho.uld like-
! am corn~ct in sta.ting that some p_ersons in my State have pro- ,. Mr. 9ULLOM. If the Senato.r will allow it to lie on the table 
tested agamst what the Senator desires to accomplish on the very ror a time I should be glad: 
gro~~d the Sena~o1· f1·om Iowa has raised- that the tax receipt is ~r. _VEST. I shall call It up as soon as possible, fo1· I want to 
add1tional proof m the prosecution of these cases. get 1t mto conference. 

Mr. M~~ILL. ~ merely desiie to add that in my State the A .. P. BROWN. 
moment It Is ascertamed a man has taken out a license he is. pros- ¥r. GEAR. I ask leave to call up the bill (H. R.1602) for the· 
ecuted by the State officers. relief of A. P . Brown, late postmaster at Le Mars Iowa. 

. ~r. PEFFER. I only want .t? say a single word by way of ad-. By unanimous consen~, the Senate, as in Co~mittee of the 
dition .. The nearness of the citizens of the New England States Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to pay S888 98 
to the mtern~ revenue offi~e is a great point in favor of their :fo1· the purpose of reimbursing A. P. Brown, late uostmaster ·at 
argum~nt, while th~ great distance of the office from most of our Le Mars, Iowa, for loss sustained by reason of burglary of post-
people m the Wet 1s an argument ag~,i,!lst it: age sta~ps and money from that post-office on January 9, 1894. 

The YJ.CE-PR;ESIDENT. The petition will be referred to the The ?ill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
Committee on Fmance. to a thud reading, read the third time and passed 
~1r.CHILTON. lnconnectionwiththesubjecttowhichtheSen- ORDER OF BUSI~S • 

ator from Ka,nsas ~e~ers, I prese_nt ~epetition of W. H . Ketchum Mr.QUAY. I desire to callupforpassa~e thebill(S 759) t: 
apd sundry other Citizens of Wichita County, Tex., and the peti- ing a pension to Carrie A Mood · gran 
tion of A. Tulloh and s1mdry other citizens of P arker County, Mr. SEWELL. W ill t he Senitor allow me to submit a r eport? 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed until morn­
ing business is completed. The Chair will recognize the Senator 
from Pennsylvania upon the conclusion of the morning business. 

Mr. CULLOM. I rise to make an inquiry rather than for any 
other purpose. I understand that yesterday evening ana~eement 
was made by unanimous consent to proceed to the consideration 
of the bond resolution immediately after the morning business to­
day. There seems to be a disposition to call up bills, and there­
fore I ask leave to call up the conference report on the legislative, 
etc., appropriation bill, if it is in order to do so. 

Mr. SHERMAN. A conference report is always in order. 
Mr. BATE. I suggest that the conference report has just been 

laid on our tables, and we have hardly had time to investigate it. 
I suggest to the Senator that he had better defer it. It went over 
in order to be printed, and the object of the delay would be de­
feated if Senators are not given an opportunity to look at it before 
the report is called up. 

Mr. CULLOM. I have no objection to waiting, if that is the 
desire of the Senate, but it seems to me we ought to get along 
with the appropriation bills at some time or other. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SEWELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 

whom was referred the bill (S. 813) for the relief of Annie R. 
Chesley, reported adversely thereon; and the bill was postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr. PASCO, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
refen-ed the bill (S. 2978) to provide an American register for the 
steamer .Menmnsha, reported it without amendment, and sub­
mitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 1623) for the relief of Cumberland Female College, of 
McMinnville, Tenn., reported it with amendments, and submitted 
a report thereon. 

Mr. PALMER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 586) to fix the rank and pay of 
certain retired officers of the United States Army, reported ad­
versely thereon; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 1368) prescribing the qualifications of soldiers and marines 
of the United States, and for otker purposes, reported adversely 
thereon; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were refen-ed the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment~ and submitted reports thereon: . 

A bill (H. R. 2605) granting a pension to Henry V. Andrews, of 
Fulton County, Ill., a survivor of the Black Hawk war; 

A bill (H. R. 3221) granting a pension to John Dalton; 
A bill (H. R. 3234) granting a pension to Williamson Durley; 

and • 
A bill (H. R. 5854) granting a pension to John Caster. 
Mr. SHOUP, from tha Committee-on Military Affairs, to whom 

was referred the bill (H. R. 128) for the relief of Henry H. Schraw­
der, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. . 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 5481) to restore the lands embraced in the Fort Lewis 
Military Reservation, in the State of Colorado, to the public do­
main, asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Public Lands; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was refened the 
bill (H. R. 2054) to correct the military record of Charles W. 
Rinehardt and to grant him an honorable discharge, asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which was agreed to. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 4787) to establish the port of Con­
neaut, in the State of Ohio, as a subport of entry in the district 
of Cuyahoga, in said State of Ohio, reported it without amend­
ment. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 7973) to establish a railroad bridge across 
the illinois River near Grafton, lll., reported it without amend­
ment. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2980) to provide a life-saving station at or 
near Point Bonita, at the Golden Gate, in the State of California, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. ALLEN. I ask unanimous consent to call up for consider­
ation at this time the bill (S. 1035) authorizing the Sioux City and 
Omaha Railway Company to construct and operate a railway 
through the Omaha and Winnebago Reservation, in Thurston 
County, Nebr., and for other purposes. It will not lead to any dis­
{lussion. It is a mere matter of form. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I suggest that the morning business ought 
to be concluded. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning business has not yet 
been concluded. Bills and joint resolutions are next in order. -
' Mr. GALLINGER. When the order of resolutions is reached, 
I desire to submit a resolution. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. TURPIE (for Mr. VooRHEES) introduced a bill (S. 3082) to 

remove the charge of desertion from the military record of John­
,son Gilbert; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac­
companying papers, refen-ed to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also (for Mr. VooRHEES) introduced a bill (S. 3033) grant­
ing an increase of pension to Isaac D. Campbell; which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (S. 3084) for the 
relief of Lizzie Hagny. as administratrix of the estate of Frank 
B. Smith, deceased; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Post­
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SQUIRE introduced a bill (S. 3085) granting a pension to 
Burton Packard; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S. 3086) to amend the military 
record of John H. Lamson; which was read "twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3087) to incorporate the National 
Society of Colonial Dames of America; which was read twice by 
its title, and refe1Ted to the Committee on the Library. . 

A.M.ENDMEN_T TO RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the river and harbor appropriation bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed~ 

DELAY IN SEED DISTRIBUTION, 
Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following resolution; which 

was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of Agricultura be directed to immediately 

~~:f~ii~~~ to the Senate the reasons for the delay in supplying seeds for 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I should like t-o call the attention of the Sen­

ate to the bill (H. R. 1743) for the relief of the widow of Thomas 
L. Young. It will take but a moment to put the bill on its pas­
sage. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning business is closed. 
Mr. QUAY. Mr. President-
Mr. SHERMAN. It will take but a moment. 
Mr. HARRIS. A unanimous-consent agreement was made late 

yesterday evening that immediately after the routine business 
this morning the resolution proposed by the Senator from Kan­
sas should be taken up and proceeded with and the final vote 
taken not later than 4 o'clock to-day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I was not present at the time the agreement 
wa~ made. I am willing to abide by it, but I hope this bill will 
be allowed to pass. It will take but a moment. It proposes to 
allow the widow of a gallant soldier about four or five hundred 
dollars back pay. 

Mr. HARRIS. I state the fact. I shall not object. I have not 
a word to say upon the pending resolution, but the unanimous­
consent agreement requires a final vote at 4 o'clock. I give notice 
to the Senate that that is the agreement and it will be insisted 
upon. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Well, I will not violate any agreement of 
the kind, although I hoped that the Senate would pass this little 
bill. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 

BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House returned 
to the Senate, in compliance with its request, the bill (S. 862) for 
the relief of the receivers of the Towboat Association of New 
Orleans, La. 

The message also requested the Senate to furnish the House 
with a duplicate engrossed copy of the bill (S. 2501) for the relief 
of James SilllS, of Marshall County, Miss., the original having 
been lost or misplaced. 

The message further announced that the House had agreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7395) to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States to reconvey to 
the former owners a certain tract of land in Valverde County, Tex. 

The message also announced that the House had disagreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 3013) to amend 
section 4131 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, to im­
prove the merchant-marine engineer service, and thereby also to 
increase the efficiency of the Naval Reserve; a~·eed to the con­
ference asked for by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon; and had appointed Mr. PAYNE, Mr. HOPKINS, 
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and Mr. CooPER of Florida managers at the conference on the 
part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had disagreed 
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7542) making 
appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending 
June ~0. 1897, and for other purposes; asked a conference with 
the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, 
and had appointed Mr. BouTELLE, Mr. RoBL"'IISON of Pennsylvania, 
and Mr. CuMMINGS managers at the conference on the part of the 
House. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 129) for the relief of Capt. George H. Perkins; 
A bill (S. 661) to amend section 2ti80 of the Revised Statutes of 

the United States, fixing a time for vessels to unlade; 
A bill (S. 1846) authorizing and directing the Secretary of the 

Navy to donate condemned cannon to Custer Post, Grand Army 
of the Republic, at Leavenworth, Kans., and Mathies Post, Grand 
Army of the Republic, at Burlington, Iowa; · 

A bill (S. 1872) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
exchange in behalf of the United States the tract of land at Choc­
taw Point, Mobile County, Ala., now belonging to the United 
States and held for light-house purposes, with the Mobile, Jack­
son and Kansas Gl.ty Railroad Company for any other tract or 
parcel of land in said county equally well or better adapted to use 
for light-house purposes; 

A bill (S. 1904) to regulate marriages in the District of Co­
lumbia; 

A bill (H. R. 152) granting a pension to Mary Ann Tracy; 
A bill (H. R. 491) granting an increase of pension to Francis 

Walsh, of Stockham, Nebr.; 
A bill (H. R. 372) for the relief of James Duke; 
A bill (H. R. 577) granting a pl;)nsion to Lydia A. Taft; 
A bill (H. R. 1139) granting a pension to Caroline D. Mowatt; 
A bill (H. R. 1889) granting an honorable discharge to F. L. 

Taylor from December 2, 1864; 
A bill (H. R. 2735) for the relief of Enoch Davis; 
A bill (H. R. 3018) to amend the act approved March 3, 1891, 

granting the right of way upon the public lands for reservoir and 
canal purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 3544) empowering and directing the Secretary of 
the Navv to furnish not more than four pieces of condemned can­
non to the village of New Rochelle, N. Y.; 

A bill (H. R. 4456) to authorize and direct the Secretary of the 
Navy to donate one condemned cannon and four pyramids of con­
demned cannon balls to the cemetery association in the city of 
St. Paul, Minn., to be used at ·or near the foot of the soldiers' 
monument in said cemetery; 

A-bill (H. R. 4887) granting a pension to Sarah G. Ives; 
A bill (H. R. 4968) granting a pension to Helen A. Jackman, 

dependent daughter of Lieut. William Jackman, late of Company 
I, Fourteenth Regiment of Maine Volunteers; 

A bill (H. R. 5254) granting an increase of pension to Ebenezer 
G. Howell, late a private in Company F, One hundred and sixtieth 
New York Volunteers; and 

A bill (H. R. 6505) to revive and reenact an act to authorize the 
construction of a fi·ee bri~.ge across the Arkansas River, connect­
ing Little Rock and Argenta. 

JAMES SIMS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the request of 

the House of Representatives for a duplicate engrossed copy of 
the bill {S. 2501) for the relief of James Sims, of Marshall County, 
Miss.; and, by unanimous consent, the request was ordered to be 
complied with. 

PROPOSE.D INVESTIGATION OF BOND SA.LES. 
Thf' VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 

resolution of the Senator from Kansas. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution submit­

ted by Mr. PEFFER, providing for investigation generally of all 
the material facts and circumstances connected with the sale of 
United States bonds by the Secretary of the Treasury in the years 
1894, 1895, and 1896. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution as amended, on which the Senator from New York [Mr. 
HILL] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PALMER. Will the Senator from New York yield to me 
for a very short time to take part in the discussion of the resolu­
tion? 

Mr. HILL. I have no objection, if I can have the floor when 
the Senator from Illinois ~ets through. • 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Illinois will pro­
ceed. 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. President, I was gratified yesterday after-

noon to listen to the very frank and explicit statement of the Sena­
tor from Miseouri [Mr. VEST]. He said that if the policy of the 
maintenance of the existing gold standard was to be maintained, 
then there was no room for questioning the conduct of the Secre­
tary of the Treasury. I have felt that that was the real question 
involved in this discussion, and that the animus of the resolution 
proposed by the Senator from Kansas was to affect the public mind 
with reference to that question. 

I do not suppose that any Senator questions the integrity of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. His judgment may possibly be dis­
puted or the correctness of his acts may be questioned. Perhaps 
I ought to except the Senator from South Dakota (Mr. PETTI­
GREW] from that general statement. I have opposed this resolu­
tion because I believed, as I now believe, that it is an illegitimate 
means of procuring the material to unfavorably affect the public 
mind in respect to these questions. 

Mr. President, no time in the history of this country required a. 
greater degree of frankness from representative public men than 
the present. The temper, the feeling, and the interests of the 
American people alike demand that the monetary policies of the 
United States should be settled in the approaching elections. 
There ought to be now no disguise on the part of political parties. 
They ought to avow themselves frankly on this question, and no 
incidental or improper or irrelevant influences ought to be in­
voked to distract the public attention from this most interesting 
and most important question. 

I regret to say that the platforms of both the Republican and 
Democratic parties adopted by their national conventions in 1892, 
which were thought at the time to be sufficiently clear and com­
prehensive, are not so. It is now conceded by all that the Repub­
lican platform adopted at Minneapolis in 1892 under existing con­
ditions can no longer be relied upon as a definition of the pending 
issue between the supporters of the existing legal and commercial 
st ·ndard of value and the advocates of the standard of value­
which would follow and be produced by the unlimited coinage of 
enforced legal-tender silver upon the ratio of 16 to 1. The lan­
guage of the financialpclause of the Republican platform adopted· 
at Minneapolis on the lOth day of June, 1892, is as follows: 

The American people, from tradition and interest favor bimetallism, and 
the Republican party demands the use of both gold and silver as standard 
money, with such restrictions and under such provisions, to be determined by 
legislation, as will secure the maintenance of the parity of values of the two 
m etals, so that the purcha..o:::ing and debt-paying power of the dollar, whether· 
of silver, gold, or paper, shall be at all times equal. The interests of the pro-­
ducers of the country, its farmers and its workingmen, demand that every 
dollar, paper or coin, i._qgued by the Government shall be as good as any other. 
We commend the wise and patriotic steps ah·eady taken by our Government 
to secure an international conference to adopt such measures as will insure­
a parity of value between gold and silver for use as money throughout the 
world. · 

But the Senator from Montana, chairman of the Republican 
national committee and the official representative of that party, 
in his late speech on this floor, supported the unlimited coinage 
of silver dollars, containing 412t grains of standard silver, with 
fullleg31-tender quality for all debts, public and private; and the­
Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER], who assisted in the prepa­
ration of the Republican platform, an4 who, like the Senator from 
Montana [Mr. C.A.RTERl, strenuously supports the free coinage of 
silver, agree in asserting that their opinions and conduct are alike· 
in perfect harmony with the Republican platform of 1892. And 
some Democrats take the same liberty with the Democratic plat­
form adopted in Chicago on the 22d of June, 1892, which is as fol­
lows: 

We denounce the Republican legislation known as the Sherman Act of 
1890 as a cowardly makeshift, fraught with possibilities of danger in the. 
future, which should make all of its supporters as well as its author anxious 
for its speedy repeal. · 

As an expression of opinion it may be questioned; as a predic­
tion it is in a sense undoubtedly true. 

We hold to the use of both gold and silver as the standard money of the 
country, and to the coinage of both gold and silver without discriminating 
against either metal or charge for mintage; but the dollar unit of winage of 
both metals must be of equal intrinsicand exchangeable value or be adjusted 
throu~h international agreement, or b:y such safeguards of legislation as 
shall msure the maintenance of the par1ty of the two metals and the equal 
pow~r of every dollar at all times in the markets and in payments of debts, 
and we demand that all paper currency shall be kept at par with and re­
deemable in such coin. We insist upon this policy as especially necessary 
for the protection of the farmers and laboring classes, the first and most 
defenseless victims of unstable money and a fluctuating currency. 

The Democratic convention did not, like the convention of the 
Republican party, puzzle itself nor attempt to puzzle the people 
of the United States by professing devotion to that equivocal and 
now uncertain doctrine termed " bimetallism," but proceeded at 
once to declare and define the Democratic doctrine as it was then 
understood by the party. It denounced the "Sherman Act of 
1890," which provided for the unending and perpetual purchase 
of silver bullion at its market price, with a pledge by the Gov­
ernment to maintaiR a parity between the two metals, silver and 
gold, as "a cowardly makeshift, fraught with possi.bilities of dan­
ger in the future." It then declared that " we hold to the use of 
both gold and silver as the standard money of the country, but 



4922. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. ~ MAY7, 

the dollar unit of coinage of both metals "-referring, of course, 
to the unit of valu.e established by the act of 1873-" must be of 
equal intrinsic and exchangeable value." 

This language was understood by the whole country to commit 
the Democratic party to the maintenance of the value and ac­
ceptability of the silver coin with the gold coinage 1Ulde:r the act 
of 1873. If there was at any time any doubt as to the position of 
the Democratic party on this subject, or as to the meaning of the 
platform, it was removed by the emphatic language of the candi­
date nominated for the Presidency by the same convention. 

In his letter of acceptance he said: 
* * * The people are entitled to sound and honest money, abundantly 

sufficient in volume to supply theil' business needs. 
But whatever may be the form of the people's currency, national or State, 

whether gold, silver, or paper, it should be so regulated and guarded by gov­
ernmental action or by wise and careful laws that no one can be deluded as 
to the certainty and stability of its value. '' * * Every dollar put into 
the hands of the people should be of the same intrinsic value or purchasing 
power. With lihls condition absolutely guaranteed, both gold and silver can 
be safely utilized upon equal terms in the adjustment of our currency. 

In dealing with this subject no selfish scheme should be allowed to inter­
vene, and no doubtful experiment sh~mld be attempted. The wants of our 
people arising- from the deficiency or imperfect distribution of money circu­
lation ought to be fully and honestly recognized and efficiently remedied. 

It shoufd, however, be constantly :remen1bered that the inconvenience or 
loss that might arise from such a situation can be easier borne than the uni­
versal distress which must follow a discredited currency. 

And the present distinguished Vice-President, in his letter ac­
cepting the nomination, after indorsing what had been written by 

. Mr. Cleveland, and still speaking for the Democracy of the United 
States, said~ 

*- * * The convention also decl9.1·ed its position on the currency ques­
tion in no urune.a.ning words. To this plain and unequivocal declaration in 
favor of sound, bonesb money r subscribo without reservation or qualification. 
A &'tfe circulating medium is a1:s :>lutely essential to the protection of the busi­
ness interests of our country, while to the wage earner or the farmer it is aU 
important tha.t every dollar, whate-vei' its-form, that finds it3 way into his 

• pocket shall be of equal, unquestione:l, ~md universal exchangeable value 
and of equal purcha<nng powe1·. 

After these resolutions adopted by the convention in favor of 
maintaining the equal value of every dollar coined under the 
authority of the United States! and with the full knowledge that 
the act of 1873 made the gold piece containing 25.8 grains of stand­
;.u·d gold the unit of value, and the gold coinage of the United 
States, p1·edicated upon that unit, the standard of value, the Dem­
ocratic canilidates, in their letters of acceptance, covered the whole 
ground of the resolutions, and committed themselves, in substance 
and effect, to that which was then and still is the Democratic doc­
trine-that every dollar coined or issued under the authority of the 
United States,. whether of silver or paper, should have a value at 
all times equal to gold coin in the markets and in the payment of 
debts. 

Mr. Cleveland was elected to the Presidency upon that as well 
as other important issues, and since his accession to that high 
office, aided by that distinguished Democrat and statesman, that 
pure and honest man, John G. Carlisle, and in spite of opposition 
from unexpected quarters, has steadily and conscientiously, to the 
full extent of his constitutional powers, adhered to and sought to 
maintain the doctrine of the Chicago platform as interp1·eted in 
his letter of acceptance. ~ 

But, :Mr. President, the "world do move," and 'the meaning of 
words chang-es in their practical application to altered conditions, 
and it is now very certain that the American people no longer 
rely upon the money resolutions of the Minneapolis and Chicago 
conventions for an accurate definition of the issue which they 
intend to settle in the approaching Presidential and Congressional 
elections. Mr. President, our countrymen are intensely practical, 
and from that cause prefer to consider concrete measures proposed 
to them rather than to speculate upon abstract and remote results. 

Those who favor the unlimited coinage of silver at the ratio of 
16 to 1, with enforced legal-tender quality for the payment of all 
debts, public and private, tender to the country a single issue 
which in itself is clear> and in its language plain and easily under­
stood, and from. which every man can hope for such advantages 
to himself as his reason or even his imagination can suggest. 
The operative miners want employment and wages which they 
promise themselves from the unlimited coinage of silver. The cor­
porations and capiralists who own both the gold and the silver 
bullion anticipate from the adoption of the free-coinage measure 
an improved local market for their silver. They know that their 
gold will find a remunerative price either from the necessities of 
those who have incurred gold obligations or in all commercial 
countries where the gold standard of value is recognized. Some 
want and promise themselves cheaper money and higher prices; 
nthers reckless of conseque11ces, desire place, and still others hope 
for personal advantages growing out of the confusion which will 
attend the disturbance of values and depreciation in the standard 
of value as a consequence of the free coinage of silver. 

The advocates of free coinage are bold leaders and expect, not 
altogether without reason~ to control the national conventions of 
both political parties; but. doubtful of success, some of them are 
willing to offer to manufacturers protection by tariffs in exchange 

for advantages for silver bullion. No danger now more seriously 
threatens the American people than does a probable and possibly 
successful combination between two wwerfuland con-up_t prop­
erty interests, the one demanding that the consumers of the nec­
essaries and conveniences of life shall be taxed to pay profits to 
the manufacturers and the other an.xions. to expel gold coin from 
use in the United States, where it obstructs the use aud depresses. 
the price of silver in the local market. 

That the ap.prehensio.ns I have expressed are not wholly without 
foundation, I need only remind the Senate of a scene which oc­
cm·red here lately in which the Senator from Nebraska and the 
Senator from Connecticut were actors, and to the speeches of the 
chairman of the Republican national committee and the Repub­
lican Senators from the silver States, who, in avowing their devo­
tion to the doctrine of protection, said no thin~ '' unmaidenly," but 
still held out hopes of an ultimate treaty fo1· tne advantage of both 
conti·acting parties. 

I also send to the Secretary and ask him to read a clipping from 
one of the newspapers of this city, which affords an intimation 
touching the same point. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secreta.rywillread as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
"The Pennsylvania. manufacturers who were in Washington Thursday in 

conference with the silver" Senators represented at least 150,000,000 of cap­
ital," said Mr. '-tY. T. Prince, of Philadelphia, at theN ormandie. " They a.1·e the 
men who furnished 'the fat' that John Wanamaker collected in the Harri­
son campaign of 1888. They are willing to put up again, but they must have 
the strongest assurance that they will get a quid pro quo before any Presi­
dential ticket gats a. dollal' of their money. Their busmess is stagnant. and 
the immediate future holds no promise. If they can make terms with the 
silver people whereby protection will be given them, they are willing, veal 
anxious, to strike an agreement. They unde1·stand fully that no tariff 'bil 
can pass both Houses of Con~ress unless concessions are made to the white 
metal, for the champions of silver in the Senate are masters of the situation. 
It is a cold matter of business with these textile- millionaires, and they are 
eag:er to give and take. They do not think free silver is an unmitigated evil, 
ana something must be done to start the wheels of commerce once more. 

'·I look on this conference- as likely to prove of far-reachirijpmporta.nce. It 
may mean the-putting out of an independent silver ticket, with a platform of 
one plank-silver and protection. Such a tieket will prove vastly attractive 
to thousands of voters, and if headed by such a. man as. DoN CaMERO~ would 
be dangerous to any regular partisan t.1cket that could be put out." 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. President, the existing standard of valu& 
in the United States is American gold coinage, of which the one­
dollar gold piece of the weight of 25.8 grains of standard gold is 
the unit. This asserted fact will not be denied. It was estab­
lished by the act of 1873, and has been maintained by the policy 
pursued by the Treasury Department under all Administrations 
since that act and by the course of business throughout the United 
States. 

It was confirmed by th~ act of February 28, 1878, which, lmder 
the deceptive title of "An act to authorize the coinage of the stand­
ard silver dollar and to restorethele&"a:l-tendercharacterthereof," 
provided "that there shall oo coinea. at the mints of the United 
States silver dollars of the weight of 412-t grains of standard silver, 
which coin, together with all silver dollars heretofore coined by 
the United States of like weight and fineness, shall be a legal ten­
der at their nonii.nal value for all debts, public and private, except 
where otherwise expressly stipulated in the contract." And it 
was further directed by the a(}t that the Secretary of the Treasury 
should purchase from time to time silver bullion at the market 
price thereof, not less than $2,000,000 worth per· month nor mm'& 
than $4,000,000 worth per month, and cause the same to be coined 
monthly, as fast as so purchased, into such dollars. This act rec· 
ognized the standard of value established by the act of 1873 by 
referring to the market value of silver bullion, which could, of 
course, be expressed only in terms of gold. The same is true of 
the act of July 14,1890. That act, in addition to authorizing the 
Secretaryof the Treasury to pUI·chase silver bullion at the market 
price thereof, which must, of course, have reference to the gold 
price of silver bullion, treating it as a mere commodity, author­
ized the issue of Treasury notes in payment for purchases of silver 
bullion to the amount of the cost of tb.e silver bullion, and the 
Treasury notes issued in pursuance of the act were given only 
limited legal-tender qualities. Thisact contains a provision that-

Upon the demand of the holder of any of the Treasury notes herein pro­
vided for, the Secretary of the Treasury shall, under such regula.tions as he 
may prescribe, redeem such notes in gold or silver coin, at his discretion. 

And then follows, in the same connection, and as a part of the 
same sentence, the controlling mandatory declaration: 

It being the established policy of the United States to maintain the- two 
metals on a parity with each other upon the present legal ratio or such ratio 
as may be provided by law. · 

The act of November 1, 1893, which repeals so much of ·the act 
of J nly 14, 1890, as directs the Secretary of the Treasury to " pm·­
chase from time to time silver bullion and issue in payment of 
such purchases Treasm·y notes," again asserts the policy of the 
United States to continue the use of gold and silver as standard 
money of equal intrinsic and exchangeable value; and it asserts 
that the efforts of the Government should be steadily directed to 
the establishment of such a safe system of bimetallism" as will 
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:maintain at all times. the equal power o£ every dollar-coined or 
issued by. the United States in the markets· and in the payment of 
debts." 

The .policy of the Secretary of the Treasury in the administra­
tion of the laws providing for the payment of the public debts and 
obligations has been based upon the idea and intended to promote 
the policy of the maintenance of the standard of value established 
by the act of 1873. 

It is asserted that the public debt, including what are termed 
'' greenbacks," and the Treasury notes issued under the act of July 
14, 1890, ''are by their terms payable in coin." The Secretaries of 
the Treasury under all Administrations have, in order to main­
tain the standard of values established by the act of 1873 and to 
maintain the parity between the two metals, and in that way keep 
the pledge given to the public, allowed creditors the option of pay­
ment in gold or silver coin, at the discretion of the creditor. My 
object thus far has been to prove that there exists in the United 
States ar ''legal and commercial standard of value." 

The second point I present fm: the consideration of the Senat-e 
and the country is that the "unlimited coinage" by the United 
States of silver dollars of 412! grains of standard silverwith forced 
legal-tender quality for all debts, public and private, would sub­
vert the existing legal and commercial standard of value by estab­
lishing a standard of value based upon silver coinage only. 'l'he 
truth of thls can not truthfully and will not, as. I suppose, be de­
nied. It has not been denied on thls floor. The Senator from 
Missouri ~r. COCKRELLl, whoisoneof the ablest and mostea.I'n­
est of the friends of the urilimited coinage of silver dollars- contain­
ing 412t grains of standard silver with legal-tender quality, in his 
exhaustive S.Qeechin the Senate on the 13th of March admits as 
much, for he expressly declared that one of the desirable objects 
expected to be accomplished by the free coinage of silver by the 
United States alone is to destroy the gold standard of value and 
sub~titute another standard in its place. Ho did not claim that 
free coinage would enhance the value of the silver dollar proposed 
to be coined to an equal commercial value and Mceptability with 
the gold dollar of American coinage, for that would b6 to main­
tain the gold standard, but his insistance was that free coinage 
would enhance the value of the silver dollar "some" and depre­
ciate the value of the gold dollar '' some," so that by the enhance­
ment of the valne of the one and a reduction of the value of the 
other the two would reach a point of value common to both. It 
seems a logical conclusion from the opinion thus expressed by the 
Senator from Missouri that the point at which the coins of the 
two metals would become equal in value would necessarily there­
after be the standard of value. 

Without availing myself of the admission of the Senator from 
Missouri, I maintain that the unlimited coinage of silver dollars 
containing 412! grains of standard silver with forced legal-tender 
quality for all debts, public and private, would subvert the exist­
inglegal and commercial standard of value, not in the manner the 
distinguished Senator supposes, but by causing the disuse of gold 
coin in all ordinary legal and commercial transactions. 

Congressional legislation with respect to the coinage of silver 
must of necessity be local in its direct effect upon the value of 
silver bullion. It may be admitted that legislation may add 
"some" to its commercial value by conferring upon silver coin 
the full legal-tender quality, but it is impossible, as is conceded 
by him, by an act of Congress alone to make silver dollars equaJ 
in commercial value or acceptability to the dollar of gold. There­
fora under the operation of unlimited-coinage laws upon the pro­
posed ratio gold would become a commodity, and like all com­
modities it would seek the best market, and that best market 
would befound,not in the United State, but in commercial coun­
tries where silver is not favored by partial local laws. The Sen­
ator from Missouri, like all other advocates of the free coinage of 
silver upon the ratio of 16 to 1, denounces and condemns what 
they accurately enough can the gold standard of value, which, by 
the way, is the existing standard, andadvocates another or some 
other standard of value which would be determined by money 
more easily obtained than gold coin, and therefoJe of less com­
mercial value than gold. 

The Senator proposes to reach the future standard of value by 
a policy which would lessen or depreciate gold in the United 
States to a point at which it would meet the enhanced price which 
would be given to silver coin by an act of the American Congre s, 
and when tht~ coins of the two metals became or reached a com­
mon value the country would have the bimetallic standard. 

I will not at present attempt to show the vanity of this hope of 
the Senator.~ or in what respects it runs counter to all that is 
known of tne science of money or the experience of the world, 
but will now attend to the single consideration of the fact that 
this most favorable view of the effect of the free and unlimited 
coinage of legal-tender silver would result in the disturbance of 
all values, produce infinite confusion, and practically revolution­
ize not only the business relations of the people of the United 
States with each other but with all foreign countries. 

I do not wish to treat the theory ad-vanced by the Senator from 

' 
j Missouri. and others who agree with him in favoring the free-
, coinage of legal-tender silver on the proposed ratio too seriously, 
I for gold would disappear from circulation· and. would in that way 
and no other contribute to an increase in the value of silver coin. 

The unlimited coinage of silver, with legal-tender quality, on 
the ratio of 16 to 1 would operate precisely as would a law pro­
hibiting the coinage or use of gold coin in the United States, and 
give to silver the monopoly of American coinage. 

I return to the proposition that silver coin would rise in value 
by the depreciation or disappearance of gold coin. It w.ill be ob­
served that no one of the-advocates of free coinage professes to 
know or predict what would be thf~ e:mct relation between the 
standard of value now existing and the standard which would be 
produced by the policy they propose. 

I ask, Will free coinage produce a silver dollar worth 50, 60, 70, 
80, or 90 cents as compared with the gold dollar? Will the Sena,.. 
tor from Missouri or any other Senator tell me? Will the Senator 
from Nevada. give the country the benefit of his opinion upon this 
most important point? 

Mr. STEW ART. Does the Senator want an answer now? 
Mr. PALMER. Yes; at tbismoment. I should be gratified to 

have it now. 
Mr. STEWART. 1 should hope that the relative value of the 

coins of both gold and silver would be less than the-present value· 
of gold; that is, I should hope that the addition of silver coin as 
standard money would increase. the volume of standard money­
which controls the volume of all ether moneys and. of credit-to 
such an extent as would stop the fall in prices and make it profit­
able again to enter into buo.:iness. To just what extent it would 
do that is, of course, uncertain. It would take a very large amount 
of silver to largely advance nrices. We had some experience in 
that line when we had a money famine by reason of the Spanish­
American. wars for nearly half a. century, and prices had fallen in 
consequence thereof about 50 per cent; in other words, coin had 
advanced 100 per cent, had doubled in. its purchasing power, and 
had advanced almost as much as. gold has advanced since the 
demonetization of silver du.ring that half a century. It was a. 
sore trial to the Old World. We stood it better than they di'd on 
account of the new lands in the Mississippi Valley, which were· 
being settled at that time; but the annual product which wa.s. 
being received amounted, on the average, during that period, from 
1810 to 1850, to about $40,000,000 per annum of the two metals. 
There was a little more than that between 1845 and 1850, in con­
sequence of some iliRcoveties in Russia. In two years from the 
discoveries the annual product of the two· metals rose to over 
$200,000,000. The product of gold alone rose to about $190,000,000 
or $196,000,000, so that the product of both metals was over $200,-
000,000. That increase of supply went on. It kept up during the . 
first decade, and, in fact, kept np for twenty years. Thls vast 

. increase, which almost quadrupled the output, and in twenty 
years doabled the standard coin of the world practically, did not 
raise prices more than from 18 to 24 per cent. The new activities 
absorbed them rapidly. Therewas a great boom in property, the 
world was set to creating pr0perty, and more prosperity was occa­
sioned than had been the case in any century. 

The question as to how great an extent the silver we could ob­
tain would ad vance prices it is impossible to determine. It would 
not advance them so much, I am afraid, as we hop-e, for the rea­
son that all the silver--

Mr. DUBOIS. The Senator is not answering the question. The 
Senator from illinois wants to know what the relative value of 
silver and gold would be if the mints were opened to the free coin­
age of both-what would be the commercial value? 

Mr. STEWART. I thought the Senator from Illinois wanted 
to know what would be the relative value of our present standard 
with the standard we should have by adopting the two. 

Mr. \lEST. Will the Senator from Nevada permit me? 
Mr. STEW ART. I want to answer the question of the Senator 

from illinois. 
:M:r. VEST. I want to understand the question.. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HARRIS in the chair). Do the 

Senator from illinois and the Senator from Nevada yield to the 
Senator from :Missouri? 

Mr. PALMER. I yield with pleasure. 
Mr. STEWART. I will also yield to the Senator. 
Mr. VEST. I simply want to ask the Senator from Illinois, in 

order to understand him, Does he refer to what is called the com­
mercial value of silver and gold, or does. he refer to the legal­
tender value? 

Mr. PALMER. The commercial value. 
Mr. VEST. Then the Senator's question is, What would be the 

effect of opening the mints to the free and unlimited coinage of 
silver on the commercial value of the two coins, the gold dollar 
and the silver dollar? 

Mr. DUBOIS. In other words, the Senator from Illinois wants 
to have stated whether silver would be worth 50, 60, 70, or 80 cents 
in gold. · 

Mr. STEW ART. I will address myself to that point. I did not 
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so understand the question. I understood it to refer to another 
point. 

The relative commercial value of the two metals, I think, would 
be equalized at the ratio of 16 to 1 by opening the United States 
mints. I have several reasons for that. In the first place, there 
are now no bimetallic countries of any importance, if there are 
any. France for seventy years maintained the equilibrium of 
exchange between the two metals by keeping her mints open. 
Not that France was able to take or that she did take of either 
of the metals any considerable quantity, but the fact that she was 
a bimetallic country and thatanyperson in theworldcouldobtain 
a given priee for his gold or his silver as fixed by the French ratio 
regulated the relative value of the metals throughout the world. 

Now, if the United States, which relatively is quite as great as 
France was during that time, should undertake to pay a given and 
fixed price for gold and another fixed and given price for silver, it 
would necessarily fix that price all over the world, for no one 
would sell silver for less than the United States price. That is 
the way it operated before. Knowing that the United States 
would be able to take it all, that would satisfy everybody, and 
create an equilibrium between the two, I have no doubt. And I 
have no doubt of that because the silver is now all absorbed. 
There is not so large a quantity to be absorbed by the United 
States as many suppose. It is all taken now and used. There is 
no silver bullion in the world of any consequence, and the addi­
tional demand in the United States would take it to par. When 
it was thought the United States was going to open its mints sil­
ver came very near going to par. On the mere idea that we were 
to open our mints silver went to 81.21; but when it was ascer­
tained tha.t our mints were not to be opened, that there was to be 
a limitation upon silver, and when a combination was formed be­
tween the Director of the Mint and foreign bankers that there 
should be no purchasers in the market except the United States 
and certain syndicates of foreign bankers, that fixed the price, 
and they put it down where they pleased; but if the price had 
been fixed by the opening of our mints silver would have gone to 
par, .because nobody would have had any object in bringing silver 
here except to buy our commodities, and silver, therefore, would 
have been at the same price everywhere else as here, and it would 
not be brought here. There is no doubt in my mind but that the 
opening of our mints to the free coinage of silver would create a 
parity between the two metals at the ratio of 16 to 1. 

But I will say to my friend while I am on the floor that, if it 
did not, we have the concurrent opinion of every bimetallist and 
economist in Europe that it would be disastrous to Europe and to 
our great advantage. They say that if we should open our mints 
before an international agreement is secured Europe will be more 
in danger from that than from anything else. A German writer, 
in an article recently published advocating bimetallism and show­
ing the danger that Europe was in from the invasion of Asia by 
having the manufacturing of the Western World transferred to 
the Orient, stated that he looked upon that as a great calamity. 
He says, "If the United States should act without us, ruin abso­
lute would come." So there is no possible dariger of injury to 
the United States from opening our mints. It is the concur­
rent opinion of every bimetallist in Europe that we should be bene­
fited. They say we should all be benefited by an international 
agreement, but if the United States alone should adopt the free­
coinage policy, the United States would receive the special benefit 
and Europe would receive great injury. That is their concurrent 
opinion. Whether it would equalize the commercial value of 
the two metals or not is immaterial. It would operate to our 
advantage and its results must necessarily be good to this country. 

Mr. PALMER. I asked a question-­
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President--
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Illinois 

yield to the Senato1· from North Carolina? 
Mr. PALMER. If the Senator desires to answer my question 

I do. 
Mr. BUTLER. I wish, if the Senator will allow me, to suggest 

that the Senator from New York [Mr. HILL] has given a very apt 
and appropriate answer to that question in his Elmira speech of 
December 4, 1892, and inasmuch as this question is now up, if the 
Senator from illinois will allow me, I will have an extract read 
from that speech. 

Mr. PALMER. If the extract is an answer to my question I 
haYe no objection. . 

Mr. BUTLER. It is directly an answer to the Senator's ques­
tion. 

Mr. PALMER. If the Senator will listen to my question, it is 
this: Will free coinage produce a silver dollar worth 50, 60, 70, 80, 
or 90 cents as compared with the gold dollar? 

If the extract the Senator wishes to read is an answer to my 
question, I shall be very glad to hear it. · 

Mr. BUTLER. Do I understand the Senator's question to b~, 
Will the fr~e coinage of silver bring the bullion price of 412-~ grains 
of standard silver equal to 25.8 grains of st~:!ld~rd gold? · 

Mr. PALMER. That is the opinion of the Senator. 
Mr. BUTLER. That is the question. The Senator wants to 

know if it will do it. 
Mr. PALMER. No, I do not ask that. I Mk what would be 

the difference in the relative value of the two? 
Mr. BUTLER. After we have free coinage? 
Mr. PALMER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BUTLER. The Senator from New York in his Elmira 

speech--
Mr. PALMER. The Senator might just as well answer me 

himself. 
Mr. BUTLER. I should like to quote a most eminent authority. 
Mr. PALMER. I had asked the question, and if the Senator 

has an answer to the question, I will yield to him for that pur-· 
pose. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then I will .give the answer in the language of 
the Senator from New York instead of my own. -

Mr. PALMER. I can read the answer of the Senator from New 
York myself if the Senator from North Carolina will furnh!h it 
tome. 

Mr. BUTLER. In what the Senator from New York said in 
that speech I fully concur, and therefore I can state it as my 
opinion. In a very able argument reviewing the Republican posi­
tion, showing that they had promised to make the intrinsic value 
of the two metals equal and had failed, after criticising theRe­
publican methods, the Senator from New York said--

Mr. PALMER. The Senator from North Carolina will permit 
me to say-I am not sure whether he is a lawyer or not; I hope 
heis-- . 

MI·. BUTLER. I wish to read what the Senator from New York 
said. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from illinois 
yield to the Senator from North Carolina? 

Mr. PALMER. I am endeavoring--
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wishes to know 

whether the Senator yields. 
Mr. PALMER. Oh, yes; I yield for an answer to my question. 
Mr. BUTLER. I will read this answer made by the Senator 

from New York, in which I concur: 
Did ever anything but free bimetallic coinage, down to 1873, make our gold 

and silver dollars equal by every test? Did ever free bimetallic coinage~ · 
down to 1873, for one hour fail to make the silver dollar equal to the gola 
dollar, whether at mint or crucible, or at any market in the wide world? 

Then a little further on he says: · 
But to maintain a parity implies the existence of a parity. No parity ex­

ists between the two. Melt the gold .coin and it can be recoined again and 
again, a gold dollar, for its private owner, because gold has free coinage, and 
25.8 troy grains are the fixed weight of the gold dollar. Melt the si.lver coin 
and it can not be recoined for its private owner. It can be sold to the Treas­
ury, but for 75 cents or less, because silver has not free coinage, though 412l­
troy grains of silver are indeed the present weight of the silver dollar. 

1\Ir. PALMER. If the Senator understands himself to be an­
swering my question I state to him that, in my judgment! he is 
not, and I decline to yield further. I ask this question because I 
want a direct answer to it. · 

Mr. BUTLER. Then, here is something, if the Senator will 
allow me, which bears directly on that question. 

Mr. PALMER. The Senator will pardon me. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from illinois de­

clines to yield further. The Senator from illinois is entitled to . 
the floor. 

Mr. PALMER. I have asked a plain, direct question, to which 
I have received an immense amount of wind in answer, not perti­
nent, and I decline to yield further. 

The country should know what the expectations of the leaders 
of the free-silver movement are on this subject. The Senator 
from North Carolina gives me the views of the Senator from New 
York. I asked a specific and precise answer, and that ought to 
be an end to the matter, because this question is a vital one. and 
gentlemen who favor the free cojnage of silver on the ratio of 16 
to 1, if they mean anything else, if they mean that the free coin­
age of silver is a mere experiment, ought to say so. The interests 
involved are to() great to allow of a mere experiment. The advo­
cates of free coinage will not venture to say to the people of the 
United States, who are now considering this question so earnestly, 
that they have no certain views upon the subject or that they 
merely propose the unlimited coinage of silver as an experiment. 
The interests involved are too great to allow of a mere experi­
ment. But, Mr. President, I venture the assertion that no leader 
of the free-coinage movement will undertake to give a plain, pre­
cise answer to the question: "What will be the commercial value 
of the silver dollar of 412t grains under unlimited coinage com­
pared with the present value of the dollar of gold?" 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, for fear the Senator should 
think that we acquiesce in that statement, I say emphatically the 
silver dollar will be the equal of the gold dollar. 

Mr. PALMER. What, then, did the Senator mean the other 
day when he said that free coinage would increase the value of 
silver some and depreciate the value of gold some? 
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Mr. COCKRELL. And bring them to an equality. 
Mr. PALMER. An equality? Then I suppose the Senator will 

agree with me that the point at which they become equal will be 
the standard of value, and not the existing standard of value. 
Still there is that indefiniteness about what point they will unite. 

The importance of an answer to this question is found in the 
fact that all values in the United States are now based upon and 
are determined by American gold. coin, and the further fact that 
in the event of the enactment of a law authorizing the unlimited 
coinage of silver dollars of 412t grains of standard silver with 
full legal-tender quality that dollar will be the standard of value. 

The silver dollar will rise in value until it meets the descending 
value of gold coin is the theory of the Senator from Missouri. 
What will be the exact relative value of the silver dollar when 
the two coins become of equal value? What will be the exact 
point of relative value when the silver dollar advances some and 
the gold dollar recedes some? Where will they unite, and what 
will be the standard of value when that point of union is reached? 
I have said that all values are now determined by gold coin. 
Then all values will he determined by silver coin; that is, as much 
as silver will rise, because gold will not remain to abide the com­
petition. 

Let me assume that the value of the local American silver dollar 
after free coinage will be 60 cents as compared with the gold dol­
lar-the present standard. I will accept any other comparative 
value for the silver dollar which the Senator from Missouri will 
distinctly name, thou~h I have already offered to advance beyond 
the 50-cent dollar, which it is thought by many will be its actual 
commercial comparative value after free coinage of the silver dol­
lar. Upon the comparative basis of the 60-cent dollar the public 
obligations of the United States of all kinds, including contracts 
already made for the building of ships, the construction of harbor 
defenses, the improvements of rivers and harbors, and for all other 
public purposes, the bonds, the greenback circulation, the silver 
certificates, and the Sherman notes would at once lose 40 per cent 
of their present value. The invested educational funds of the 
States, counties, cities, and school districts of the several States, 
and the contributions of liberal persons, which now exceed $200,­
QOO,OOO, would at once depreciate 40 per cent, involving a loss of 
eighty millions to that invaluable fund, most of which would fall 
upon that most useful and ill-paid cl~s, the teachers in the public 
schools. The pensions given by a grateful country to the wounded, 
maimed, and disabled soldiers and their widows and orphans, and 
now amounting to about one hundred and forty millions, would 
be lessened in purchasing power some $56,000,000. The funds in 
the hands of trustees and guardians, the deposits by the indus­
trious in the savings banks, amounting to many hund1·eds of mil­
lions, would shrmk in the same proportion. The wages of labor 
would be shorn of nearly half their purchasing power; the hun­
dreds of millions invested by provident persons in life and property 
insurance would be enormously lessened. defeating the sagacity of 
the prudent, and the systems of national, State, and local revenue 
and taxation would require readjustment to meet altered condi­
tions. 

Mr. President, what are the advantages offered to the country 
as an equivalent for adopting this startling alteration in the mon­
etary situation-an alteration which will affect and disturb the 
social and business affairs of every person in the United States and 
the political and commercial relations of the United States with 
all other countries? 

One of the results promised the people by the adoption of the 
unlimited coinage of silver with forced legal-tender quality for 
all debts, public and private, is "more money,"" higher prices." 

Mr. President, the effect of the free coinage of silver on the ratio 
of '' 16 to 1" will be the disappearance of gold coin from the chan­
nels of circulation. It never has been proved-at least, no instance 
can be found in the commercial history of any country-where two 
coins differing in commercial value, as the dollar of gold and the 
dollar of silver, were in use at the same time. It is not possible. 
The commercial instincts of men induce them to go to the best 
market for their products; and the Senator from Nevada yester­
day, or on a former day, made the just remark that, notwithstand­
ing free coinage, the value of silver all over the world would be 
the same. If the proposition of the Senator from Missouri is cor­
rect and if the Senator from Nevada is sound in his views, the 
whole volume of silver money throughout the world would be 
lifted up to that plane to which the Senator from Missouri looked 
with so much confidence. 

The pledge of the Government to maintain the parity between 
the coins of gold and silver will of necessity be abandoned, for no 
gold coin will be collected, either at the ports or for internal-rev­
enue taxes, nor can gold be borrowed to sustain the credit of the 
Government. 

The 426,289,916 silver dollars in the Treasury and in the hands 
·of the people, which now have the commercial value of gold, will, 
upon the hypothesis of 60 cents as the commercial value of the 
"new dollar. 1' unsupported by gold, have only the same value, 

and all credit money and all credits will shrink in commercial 
value in the same proportion. 

It is true as a general proposition that an increase in the­
quantity of money of final redemption favorably affects prices, · 
but the necessary result of the unlimited coinage of silver on the 
ratio of 16 of silver to 1 of gold would be to expel gold coin 
from general circulation in the United States and leave the colm­
try dependent upon silver coin alone. The disappearance of gold 
coin and gold credits would be immediate. It would anticipate­
the free coinage of silver, which would be gradual. . 

It is probable, therefore, that the full effect of a law providing 
for the free coinage of silver would be a scarcity of even the rela­
tively cheaper money. The "dollar" coined under the measure~ 
proposed would, in fact, be a new coin, heretofore a stranger to 
our monetary system. It would be known in legislation as a dol­
lar; but the dollar coined under the act of 1857 had the commercial 
value of the gold coin, and the American dollar was worth nearly 
3 per cent more than the gold-dollar unit of value fixed by the act­
of 1873. Here the proposition is made to establish a monetary 
system upon the basis of a metal which has but little more than 
half the commercial value of the coin it proposes to supersede. 

!•repeat that the passage of a law which would authorize the 
free coinage of silver on the ratio of 16 to 1 would not be followed 
by an increased quantity of money, but its enactment would pro­
duce an unexampled stringency like that which followed the col­
lapse of all the State and local banks in 1857 to 1861. There is no­
fact which should be more distinctly brought to the attention of 
the country, pending this discussion, than that the immediate 
effect of a clear determination by the American people to adopt a 
law providing for the free coinage of silver on the ratio of 16. 
to 1 would, in advance of the passage of such a law, overthrow 
public and private credit, and produce a severe money stringency 
which would provide ample employment and rich returns to the 
usurer and the sheriff. It is also true that the unlimited coinage. 
of silver on the ratio of 16 to 1 would alter the commercial and 
political relations of the Unit-ed States to all other nations and 
organized peoples of the world. 

It would ere~t a commercial wall between the United States and 
all the gold-standard nations, the height and strength of which 
would be determined by the rate of exchange, and the rate of ex­
change would mark the differenc:e between the value of the local 
silver money of the United States and the gold coin of commerce. 

Our large foreign debt, which is mainly payable in gold coin,. 
would of necessity be partially or wholly repudiated. · 

The railroads of the country and the States and municipalities 
who owe gold debts would be compelled to advance their rates 
a~d increase their taxes or submit to bankrupt-cy or repudiation. 
I do not believe in case of the adoption by Congress of the measure 
of the free and unlimited coinage of silver on the proposed ratio 
that the neople will be able or willing to pay increased railroad 
rates or higher taxes, and such legislation would make the payment 
of debts by railroads and municipalities impossible. 

Another compensation proposed by some of the advocates of 
free coinage is that, as one standard of values would be identical 
with that of the Asiatic countries and the South American States,: 
we would be better able to compete with them in the cheapness of 
production. ' In other w6rds, it is said that in the silver-using 
countries, like Mexico, Japan, China, and India, the silver dollar; 
or a silver coinage of equivalent value, will buy as much domestic 
productions of those countries, including labor, as the dollar of 
gold will in any of the so-called gold-standard countries. If this 
is so, it is an invitation to the American farmer and the Ameri­
can wage earner to adopt the habits and accept the prices for 
their products and their labor which are paid to the peons of 
Mexico and the ill-fed serfs of Asiatic countries, whose wages are 
a pittance, and who subsist upon insufficient food. 

Mr. President, impressed by these considerations, it seems to me· 
that it is the duty of every representative citizen to insist that the 
question of maintaining and adhering to the existing standard of 
value, to which all property in the United States and our systems 
of revenue and taxation for national, State, municipal. and eduea­
tional purposes, our pensions, flinds organized and invested for be­
nevolent and charitable purposes, contracts on behalf of the nation 
and the State, the municipal, corporate contracts and obliga­
tions, the contracts between citizens, and, in short, all values are 
adjusted, and that of adopting by a law of Congress the uncertain 
and dangerous experiment of authorizing the unlimited coinage 
of legal-tender silver on the ratio of 16 of silver to 1 of gold, when 
the actual commercial ratio between the two exceeds 30 of silver 
to 1 of gold, an experiment which can have but one result, that 
of establishing a standard of value based upon doubly overvalued 
sil~er coin alone, should be clearly and distinctly brought to the. 
attention of the American people. The movement favorable to 
the free and unlimited coinage of silver is supported by much of 
the speculative capital of the country, for it will be observed that 
miners and ·capitalists interested in gold bullion, confident in their 
ability tO find a market for their gold, are .anxious that silver 
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alone shall be the money metal of the United States; and these of Mexico the· commercial value of tb:e Mexican dollar- is some 52 
powerful interests are seeking for allies in many quarters. and a-re or 53 cents_, but the reason of that Is on aecount of the liinited 
offering to them solid inducements that will, to some extent, find export of :Mexico. Mexico exports principally silver, a small 
acceptance. amount of coffeer and a small amount of hidesr But on the con· 

This interest has, by snap conventions, captured some of the tinent of Europe, where the Mexican dDllax is worth 52 or 53 
States a.nd may controlnatienal conventions. cents, the American dollar- is worth 100 cents and exchangeable 

In the face of this strong; vigorous, aggressive element its op· for gold. . 
ponents falter and hesitate. G"andidates for the Presidency and Mr. PALMER. Why? 
forseatsin Congresstakerefugeinsilencethemostprofound,and ' Mr. VEST. Because we export over SSOO,OOO,OOO of products 
leaders refUse to lead, or if they speak or prepare platforms for every year; because our agricultural exports are S5Q5,000,000r 
the acceptance of their friends they indulge in language which As a banker told me at Carlsbad when he gave-me gold for silver 
justly provekes criticism, an example of which I will ask the Sec· ce_r~£ates·, " That pap~r is just as good to me as gold, because 
retary to read. W1th 1t 1 ean. buy anythmg that your country raises :md pay any 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, the ~ebt thatisdueto any.American· citizen." And yet thisisalways 
Secretary will read' as requested. · ~gnored: by our ~old fi~ends; and we are t<:?ld repeatedly that even 

The Secretary read as follows: m the event of tree comage the commercial value of silver: must 
Th.e severest Republican condemnation o:ll the Ohio Republican ·financicl remain as it is· or only a little better than it is to-day. 

pla.nk comes from the .Philadelphia Ledger,in whose words it is "a shufiling, Mr. PALMER. Whatever may be the accident that determined 
evasive, complex, confusing, double·faced._insincere, and inconclusive state- the local value 0r the use of a silver dollar, so fa .... as the u ·nl•ted 
ment; a mere· trap for the catching of the votes of men of all sorts of finan- ... 
cial opinions; a. transparent bribe offered_ to the obtuse advocates of un- States is concerned, our silver dollar is of less commercial value 
sound, dishonest currency, as well as. to those of sound', honestmoitey; decep- than the Mexican dollal.', treating it as a mere substance composed 
tive, misleading, a trick, a. snare, and a lie, and meant to be so; the device of of standard silver. Whatever the accidents of busm· ess may .:~.a_ 
clUliling-, unscrupulolli! politicians not af wise, honest statesmen." It is "in uv 
p1tecise accord with Mr. McKinley's own: financial declaration made in his termine, the great fact remains that in no case has it ever been 
recent Chi.caf{ addre s," the Led~er continues, and therefore it. believes that found possible tQl maintain the free use of coin composed of metals 
;~~ h~e:h~~ld ~o~~:~~a~~!iba~ g:.a~~t1\~e3:!~~0~ ft~as~~~1~~ SQ widely different in value. 
far the dishonest-money vote, and in the North the honest-money vote- Mr. VEST. Will the Senator pardon me? I want to ask him 
Janns·like, facing both ways-is 1it to be the standard bearer of the Repub- a question. His original proposition, as I understand it, is that 
lican party in the coming Presidential campaign_" . we are not warranted in the assumption that the free and unlim· 

Mr. PALMER. All th~ indications point to the fact that the ited coinage of silver would increase its commercial value. That 
subject of that criticism will be the· Republican candidate for the is what I understand the Senator to claim. 
Presidency~ indeed-,. I understand that the opposition has practi- Mr. PALMER. I have not said so. 
cally failed. I only protest that theFe shall be in this contest dis- Mr. VEST. Well, that is the tendency of his argument. 
tinct, clear, precise platforms adopted by both political parties; Mr. PALl\-IER. I have asked th'e question with the greatest 
and I have sought this morning to endeavor to clear away some. pertinacity, how much will it increase it? 
thing of the confusion that attends this discussion. I have Mr. VEST. lhavenot the slightest doubt that itwouldputthe 
eagerly sought to know what will be the-condition of the country two coins on a; parity; that- the silver dollar- would be worth 100 
or of its finances and its currency if the fl:ee·silver men succeed cents as the gold dollar to·da.y is worth 100 cents, no more and no 
in the next election~ • less. I can give the Senator my reason, but I do not choose to 

Mr. STEWART. We can answer that in a word. It will be- interrupt him now. 
prosperous. Mr. PALMER. The Senator will pardon me. I understand 

Mr. PALMER. There is a sort ·of gratuitous promptness about that his answer to me is that the dollar of 16 to 1, or 412~ grains 
that remark which lacks only one single element of usefulness, of silver, Wl~, in his judgment,. be equal in commercial accepta­
an.d that is precision. Will the Senator from Nevada tell me how bility and value to· the gold dollar of 25.8 grains. 
we are to be made prosperous? I do not ask for a declamation, Mr. VEST. I have not the slightest doubt about it. The single 
because when I feel well I am able to do all I want of that myself; fact that it is so in the United States will control its value with 
but I ask Senators what will be the relative value- of the new civilized nations. Nowt let me ask the Senator-we ought to be 
standard of value and of the existing standard? lhave said that entire-ly frank about this matter; it is a very great question-how 
all values.are now fixed by gol~ and it seems to m~that states- does he explain, if we are not correct in this assumption, that in 
men and financiers ought to be able to indicate with something 1873, when the silver dollar was demonetized and the unit of value 
like precision wb.at will be the standard of value after they sue- changed from a silver dollar to a gold dollar, the commercial 
ceed in the policy they advocate. value of silver immediately fell? Up to the day when that act 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President-- was passed silver was at 3 per cent premium over gold. The day 
Mr. PALMER. In Mexico-- after it was passed the commercial value immediately went down 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from lllinois in the United States and over the world. 

yield to the Senator from Missouri? In 1878, five-years later, we restored the free Minage of silver 
Mr. PALMER~ With great pleasure. to a limhed extent. We provided by act of Congress in the 
Mr. VEST~ I did not intend to inMrrupt the: Senator in the Bland-Allison Act that there should be coined not loss than two 

· middle of a sentence. He was about speaking of Mexico. nor more· than four million ounces a month. The statistics show 
Mr~ PALMER. I will conclude the· sentence. fu Mexico no (I have produced them here and they can be produced again in 

gold circulates. I kn-ow of no silver country where gold is used. five minutes) that from the very moment when that act was 
I know of no reason why the silver dollar of the United Statesr passed the commercial value of silver went up. After the Sher­
after free coinage on the ratio of 16 to 1,. should be worth more man law repealed the-Bland-Allison Act the price of silver com· 
than the silver dollar- of Mexico is now worth in comparison with mercially went down. We then passed a law fo1· the purchase· of 
gold valu.es_ four and a half million ounces of silver a month, but not to be 

Mr. TELLER. Will the Senator fromlllin-ois allow: me to make coined. The result was a speculative advance in silver for about 
a suggestion? a week or ten days, and then, as every intelligent man knew, not 

Mr. PALMER With great pleasure. giving it the right t-o coinage, silver immediately relapsed and 
Mr. TELLER. Japan is on a silver basif4 and the Bank of went dDwn,. as it ha& continued to go down ever since . 

.Japan has $3l,OOO,OOO'in gold. Now, if that is not a mathematical demonstration that opening 
:Mr. P ALl\fERL How mu.ch of that circulates with the people? the mints to sitver will increase its commercial value it is abso-
Mr. STEW ART. None E>f it~ !utely impossible to make it. 
Mr. TELLER. How much gold circulates he.re? Mr. PALMER. Mr. President, what might be the effect of 
Mr. STEWART. None at all. opening the mints of all commercial countries upon the value of 
Mr. COCKRELLA Not a dollar. silv~r I do not know. I know as little as my friends seem to 
Mr. PALMER. The Bank of .Japan is said to have $31,000,000 lmow as to what effect upon the value of silver will be,produced 

of gold, and yet, as compared with gold, the silver is of very much by free coinage. But I do_ know this. I say I know it, because I 
less value. What it is I do not know. I have endeavored to get have the authority of the Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEWART] 
the rate of exchange of silver between Japan and the United States for the statement I make. A difference of less than 3 per cent, 
and Great Britain. I ha-ve- failed~ but at the same time I do as· as was the difference between gold and silver prior to the act of 
sert, with the most absolute confidence, based upon a most careful 1873, led to the exportation of substantially all the silver dollars. 
investigation, that in no 'silver country is gold either the standard I make that statement upon the authority of the Senator from 
of value or is it used in the ordinary affairs of life. Nevada. . 

Mr. VEST. Does the Senator from illinois mean to say that Mr. STEW A.RT. I do not think I have stated it in that shape. 
gold does not circulate in Mexico and in India? It circulates in There was very little silver coined into dollars prior to that act; 
small quantities, it is true, but the gold dollar represents the legal- only about $8·,000,000, while about $150,000,000 in round numbers 
tender functions which the silver dollar has in both India and of silver was coined altogether. The main part of our coinage 
Mexico. It is very true that after you leave the terxitoTiaJ limits. was fpreign coin, made legal tender up to 1857. We were coining 
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about two million a year in 1861 and in 1862. At the time of the 
p assage of the mint act we were coining at the rate of $3,00(},000 
a year. But I should like to correct an-other error,. if the Senator 
will allow me right here. 

~fr~ PALMER. If the Senator will pardon me, I will submit 
to any correction, but at present I am interested in thiB particu­
lar point. I have quoted him as authority for two statements on 
the floor. One is that the differenee between the valu.e of gold 
and silver 'befme the act of 1873 led to the exportation of silver 
dollars, and the second proposition, for which I quote him as 
authority (and I am exceedingly glad to be able to :furnish au­
thority from such a distinguished, influential souree) ~ is that 
notwithstanding the passage of a free-coinage law by the United 
States the value of silver will be the same throughout the worlil 
I think I quote the Senator exactly. 

Mr. S'FEW ART. No; I say that whether you pass a free­
coinage law or not, silver being internationally dealt with,, there 
will be- an equilibrium in the price of silver "bullion all over the 
world, less the ·accidents of exchange. 

Mr. PALMER. That proposition is one which I desire to make 
so distinct that it can not be misunderstood. The undertaking on 
the part of those who favor the free- coinage of silver-I say the 
undertaking, the. thing which they p.romise"themselves-is that the 
silver of the whole world will be advanced by the passage of an 
act of Congress dh·ecting the free coinage of silver and. will all be 
brought up to the value of gold; not the silver of the United States 
coined in the United States alone~ not the silver coined in Mexico 
alone; not the silver coined in aU countries where coinage laws 
exist; but if the proposition is true that notwithstanding the :pas­
sa~e of a free-coinage law silver will have the same substantial 
value throughout. the world, it follows that the Senator expects 
that the- passage of a free-coinage law will lift all the. silver in 
the world up to the parity with gold. 

1\.fi·. STEWART. Yes; and for obvious reasons. We have had 
object lessons to that effect very frequently. Whenever there ha.s 
been a movement in this country toward free coinage it has raised 
the p1'i ce of silver, an.d it raised the price of silver in India just as 
well as it did here. In 1890, when silver went up to 121 here, it 
went up to 121 on the same day in India and Japan and London 
and everywhere else. When it falls here~ it fa].ls there. There 
ean not be a difference of price with regard to silver no more than 
tbe:re can be a difference in the: leve1 of the water of Lake Erie~ 

Mr. PALMER. M:r. President, if that proposition is sound, it 
will make no difference tha.t in England, Germany, and France 
free coinage is not known, and that silver is not coined in those 
countries as in any other. I accept the theory that the use of sil­
ver will have some influence upon its commercial value. 

Mr. STEWART. Also in this connection let me state what the 
Royal Commission said. It said the fact that the mints of the Latin 
Union of Europe were open-the French mints, for the others 
did not amount to very much-kept an equilibrium of exchange 
throughout the world and made gold and silver throughout the 
world practically one money for commercial purposes. 

Mr. PALMER. Now. does the Senator say that is true? 
Mr. STEWART. That what is true? The only difference that 

ever occurred between the price of silver in London and Paris 
was the difference in exchange between the two p-laces. As long 
as the French mints were open there was an eqtrilibrium of ex­
change throughout the world. The Royal Commission attribute 
the divergence between the values of the two metals to the break­
ing of the bimetallic- tie, the closing of the French mints. There 
is no doubt if the price of silver in this country is 129 it would be 
so all over the world~ That is perfectly obvious. 

Mr. PALMER. And if the price of silver is 68 here it will be 
so all over the world? 

Mr. STEWART~ It will. 
Mr . .PALMER. That much, now, seems to be settled; and it is 

claimed by the Senator from. Nevada that the ~ited coinage 
of legal-tender silver in the United States would advance silver 
bullion, not only in the United States, but all ovro: the world, to 
129~ 

Mr. STEWART. That is what we claim. I want to state 
further in this connection, that we may not be misunderstood, 
that bimetallism does not dej>end upon parity at all. Bimetallism 
is the double standard. It is the right of the owner of silver bul­
lion and of gold bullion to have it coined into money. The open­
ing of the mints and the right of the debtor to pay in the cheaper 
metal is all there is in bimetallism. The operation of bimetallism 
is to throw the entire demand upon the cheaper metal until it 
brings it up to a parity with the other. That is the way it operated 
for four thousand years. If silver was more convenient to g et 
when the mints were open everybody would us~ silver, and the 
demand being thrown upon t:Qat, it would raise the parity. 

But it is a mistake to suppose that the silver-standard countries 
can not obtain gold as easily as the gold-standard countries, and 
much more so. Russia is a silver-standard country. She accu­
mulated in the lafft twentyyearsabout$500-.000,.000of goldbecause 

she had plenty of money and business was stimulated so that she. 
had· something to expOl't. Now, the Argentine Republic- owes 
large gold obligations. I am told that they can pay them as well 
as we can, but they will pay them with exports, and they can 
get as much for their wheat as we can. 1tfexico has gold obliga­
tions to pay, and she can get the. gold to pay them with much 
easier than we- can. They do not trouble he-r at aU, because she 
has something to export. The trouble with ns is that at the pres:­
ent price for our commodities, the gold price, we can not export 
and make a living out of it. Consequently we can not buy gold 
without a great sacrifice. We are becoming ban1n<Ipt because 
we can not buy gold. Now, see what our fixed charges are,. 
whichare--

Mr. PALMER. Mr. President-
1\fr. STEW ART. I will refrain. 
Mr. PALMER. I have listened to the Se:nator withg:reat.plea.s­

m·e. but I propose to leave the flooJr in a moment"' being indebt ed 
entirely to the Senator from New York for the time I have occu­
pied.. I wish to state in conclusion that mere conjecture and spec­
ulation furnish no sufficient ground for legislative action.. I refer 
to the Senatorfrom Nevada, because he represents moredistinctly 
than anyone else the free-silver party of the Senate, unless it may 
happen to be the chairmanof the Republican national committee~ 
who speaks, I have no don bt, not only for himself, but for his party. 
I said that I have sought to get clear and precise information upon 
certain important points, because I wish. the country to understand 
them. 

1 h.-now that the fl'ee coinage of silver will lead to the disuse of 
go1:d. It may be temporary, as Senators seem to think. I know 
that the result of free coinage will be to establish a standard of 
value different: from that which now exists. I have sought to 
know from Senators who. ought. to know what that difference­
would be. It is very important to the debtor and creditoJi classes­
in illinois that they shall know to what extent their values will 
be affected by this new standard of meas.uremen.t~ They fep.l the 
burdens of existing conditions. They are anxious to know if any 
better condition can be pOinted out to them. They want certainty, 
clearness, all reasonable precision~ and in this effort of mine to 
obtain clear and definite information as to what the expectations 
of free-coinage men are as to the relation between the two stand­
a.rds I can not get a word. We have this hope, this vain and 
illusory hope-a hope contradicted by all human experience-that 
by mere legislation. you can bring up an ounce of silver, now 
worth 68 cents, to $1.2~, which covers the comparative difference 
of the two: dollars. 

Mr. CARTER. I should like to ask the Senator from illinois a 
question. 

Mr. PALMER. Certainly. 
Mr. CARTER. Desiring to reach a conclusion as to certainty 

in the measure of value, I ask the Senator from illinois to state 
whether or not he agrees with the British Royal Commission that 
the purchasing power of gold has constant1y appreciated since 1873? 

Mr. PALMER~ No; I do. not agree with that statement. 
Mr. CARTER. I ask the Senator whether h-e agrees with the 

further proposition that the prices of products of human toil and 
of the soil itself as measured in gold have depreciated in value 
since 1873? 

Mr. PAI,MER. I agree with that. 
Mr. CARTER. I will ask the Senator from illinois then-­
M:r. PALMER. Mr. President, the Senator fro.m Montana will 

pardon me. 
Mr. CARTER. I should like to present the full question. 
Mr. PALMER. I am asking questions now for the time being, 

and when the Senator gets through with my question it will afford 
me great satisfaction to answer .his. 

Mr. CARTER. I am endeavoring, if the Senator will allow me 
to conclude my question--

Mr. PALMER. I will yield to the Senator if he will answer my 
question. I want: to know what will be the comparative differ­
ence between the standard of value the Senator proposes and the 
standard of value. which now exists. 

Mr. CARTER. I have bBen endeavoring to answer that ques­
tion by asking the Senator from illinois questions which in and 
of themselves will answer it. . 

Mr. PALMER. Oh, of course the Senator has. 
Mr. CARTER. It is merely--
Mr. PALMER. 4nd when I consent to that mode of interro­

gation the Senator can indulge in it. 
Mr. CARTER. The Senator from illinois, conceding the fact 

to be that prices of all the products of human toil, the products 
of land. whether in town lots or broad acres--

Mr. PALl\IER. I have not conceded that. 
1\fr. CARTER. Have been constantly decreasingin value since 

1873-
Mr. PALMER. I do not want the Senator from Montana to 

make me responsible for the poetry of his. speech. · 
Mr. CARTER. And that the purchasing power oi the gold 
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dollar has therefore increased, I ask whether or not the Senator, 
since certainty is desired, has any substantial hope to offer to 
the people of the country to expect a change in the current of 
perpetual and universal depreciation of prices under the gold 
standard? 

Mr. PALMER. Now, I submit to the Senator from Montana 
whether he himself will say that that is an answer to my ques­
tion. I asked him adistinctand plain question. I have given him 
an opportunity to answer it. Will he say to me frankly that he 
has told me what would be the difference by the standard of 
value produced by free coinage and the existing standard of value? 
That is the question I asked. 

Mr. CARTER. My question was predicated upon the proposi­
tion presented by the Senator that certainty in the transaction of 
business is a necessity. : 

Mr. PALMER. I have never said that. 
Mr. CARTER. I understood that to be one of the propositions 

presented. 
Mr. PALMER. I am not responsible for anything the Senator 

bas understood. 
Mr. CARTER. Does the Senator now deny that certainty as to 

valuation of products by the measure or standard of value is essen­
tial to a fair and just line of transactions among men? 

Mr. PALMER. Yes; I deny it. · 
Mr. CARTER. That is the only ground of contention between 

the friends of the gold standard and the friends of the pimetallic 
standard. 

Mr. PALMER. I have often known ingenious gentlemen to 
seek to get an admission of their premises and then to suggest 
their own conclusion. I have been taught that in an argument 
no gentleman has a right to take anything for granted. There­
fore, when the Senator asks me if I grant certain things I say I do 
not. The Senator must build up his own argument, based upon 
his own premises, and when he demonstrates his premises, to do 
which I will give him an opportunity in a moment, he can draw 
his conclusion. 

I wish to say that I have lived in illinois for sixty years. I 
have seen the time when lands-good tracts of land-were worth 
four or five dollars an acre. I have seen corn worth 10 cents 
a bushel. If the Senator will allow me just one moment I can 
perhaps state a significant fact in this connection. A neigh­
bor of mine owed me S34. I was about leaving home for court, 
and he wanted to pay the debt in corn. I told him I would take 
it. I had one horse and very little idea of what the horse would 
need. He asked me where to put it, and I said in a little crib that 
stood back of my house. I was absent several days. When I got 
to town a number of fellows were waiting for me and they fol­
lowed me, and when I got to my house I found that the 334 bushels 
of corn had not only filled the crib, but had actually covered it all 
over. Corn was worth 10 cents a bushel. Corn was burned in 
the field because it had no marketable value. 

I have known pork, dressed hogs, at St. Louis to sell for $1.50 
net. I have seen prices in that condition. I do realize the fact 
that there has been a decline of prices within a comparatively late 
period. Last year corn in Illinois, in my county, was worth 45 
cents. But these were accidents. 

This country, notwithstanding all that is said, is a flourish­
ing one. There are changes in business. New machinery comes 
into use and takes the place of men. Employment is difficult to 
be found, especially in the lines that are termed skilled employ­
ment. This great social and economic change is going on. How 
it will result I do not know, but I will say that, in my judgment, 
whenever any party in this country succeeds in obtaining control 
of the Government and coins silver at the ratio of 16 to 1 and 
makes that silver a legal tender for all debts, public and private, 
we will witness-not I, because I do not think that party will come 
into power in my brief day, but those who live then will witness­
conditions of a character that will be so far beyond anything we 
witness now that they will sigh for the return of the good times 
of 1896. 

Mr. HARRIS. I believe I will ask the Senator from illinois a 
question, if he will allow me. The Senator is eagerly anxious to 
know what effect the free coinage of silver will have upon what 
he chooses to call the commercial value of silver bullion. · 

Mr. PALMER. I ask what will be the commercial value? 
Mr. HARRIS. Now, the question I want to ask the Senator 

fi·om lllin0is is this: If he were the owner of silver bullion and 
had the right to carry it to the mint and have each 412-! gra_ins of 
that bullion coined into a legal-tender dollar which would pay as 
much debt and buy as much property as any other legal-tender 
dollar that exists within the limits of the United States, would he 
take less than a dollar for each 412t grains of that silver bullion, 
or would any sane man who owns silver· bullion,.when he had the 
right to have it coined into a legal-tender dollar which would per 
-form every function that any other legal-tender dollar · can per­
form, take less than a dollar for each 412! grains of silver? 

Mr. PALMER. _I _ have been lucky in getting every sort of an 

answer by my friends who favor the free coinage of silver except 
a direct answer. · · 

Mr. HARRIB. My answer is that it will bring silver up to par 
value, to $1.29. 

Mr. P ~MER. The answer to that is that it would bring up 
the value of the silver of all the world, according to the theory of 
the Senator from Tennessee. 

Mr. HARRIS. I would be glad to see it so. 
Mr. PALMER. I do not believe it. It is contrary to all human 

experience. I grant that giving an additional use to silver may 
advance it probably to some extent, as the Senator from Missouri 
says; but I do not believe that the mere action of the American 
Congress in giving to silver all the powers that can be given to it 
will establish a parity between a dollar of gold and a dollar of 
silver. 

Mr. President, I have occupied a good deal of time, and I beg 
pardon. 

Mr. VEST. Let me ask the Senator from illinois one question 
in regard to a statement he made. The Senator used the expres­
sion in his speech, in a very aggressive way, that the silver Demo­
crats had made some progress through snap conventions. Will 
the Senator from Illinois explain to what convention he alludes? 

Mr. PALMER. I will. I allude to the conventions held last 
year in Missouri and illinois. 

Mr. VEST. Missouri? 
Mr. PALMER. Missouri. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Last year? 
Mr. PALMER. Last year. 
Mr.- COCKRELL. In 1895? 
Mr. PALMER. In 1895. 
Mr. COCKRELL. It was advertised for six months. 
Mr. PALMER. The convention called in June, 1895, at Spring­

field. 
Mr. VEST. Very good. What was there in the nature of a 

snap convention about the Missouri convention? 
Mr. PALMER. An unnecessary convention must necessarily 

be a snap convention. It was called for the purpose of commit­
ting the Democratic party to free silver. 

Mr: COCKRELL. It was called to give expression to the opin­
ion of nine-tenths of those in the Democratic ranks of Missouri. 

Mr. PALMER. Why give expression if the party was so united? 
Mr. COCKRELL. Because a few men were trying to misrep­

re&ent us by telling the Administration that we were iii favor of 
the gold standard. · 

Mr. PALMER. If the term "snap convention" shall be a.t all 
offensive I will withdraw it, but I will say that I know of no 
better term by which to describe · it. The Senator will have to 
supply me with one. It was a convention called for the deliber­
ate purpose of committing the Democratic party of Missouri, in 
advance of any actual necessity, to the free-silver dogma:-

Mr. VEST. In other words, the Senator from illinois is kind 
enough to suggest that the Democrats of Missouri could be brought 
up against their consent and made to utter declarations that they 
did not believe. Now, what power could make them do that? 

Mr. PALMER. I have not said that. . 
Mr. VEST. That is the meaning of the Senator's statement, 

because the Senator says it was to commit them. Of course if it 
did commit them in obedience to their own wishes and opinions 
it was not a snap convention, but a perfectly fair and deliberate 
convention. 

Mr. PALMER. They were convened by their managers. 
Mr. VEST. They were convened by their" own will. The Sen­

ator from illinois can speak for his own people, but he can not 
speak for mine. 

The Democrats of Missouri, nine hundred and ninety out of 
every one thousand are in favor of the free and 'unliriiited coinage 
of silver, and at every opportunity they have so expressed them­
selves. In j;he last convention held in Missouri, after due and 
deliberate notice, out of the whole State there were some dozen 
gentlemen whorepresented whattheycall thesound-moneydogma, 
a catchword which is so false as to be almost infamous. It is an 
intimation that we who favor the "free coinage of silver are in favor 
of unsound money, when the Senator has -been combating here 
the idea that we can possibly be correct in saying that free coin­
age will make a silver dollar equal to a gold dollar. Ho\v can it be 
unsound money if the silver dollar will buy as much and pay as 
much debt? · · . 

Mr. PALMER. It will not . . 
Mr. VEST. We believe it will. The Senator answers it by 

saying he does not believe it.· · 
Ml·. PALMER. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. VEST. 1f that is logic, I am perfectly willing to leave it 

there. . _ · · 
Mr. PALMER. I say it is contradicted by all human experi­

ence. 
· Mr. VEST. I Ray it is not contradicted by all human experi­
ence. I sav that -prior to 1873 for eighty years in this country we 
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had the aggregate of both metals, as Rothschild called it, gold 
and silver, for standard money, and we maintained them both, 
except that the white metal in 1873 was at 3 per cent premium 
over gold. For two hundred years in Europe gold and silver were 
maintained standard money. The Senator tells us human expe­
rience contradicts it. Never until 1873 in this country and until 
the coinage law demonetizing silver was passed was it supposed 
by the people of the United States that they would be called upon 
to do business with one metal as the standard money of redemp­
tion. 

Mr. PUGH. The best way to settle it is to try free coinage. 
Mr. PALMER. Free coinage has no attraction for me, even as 

described by the Senator from Missouri. 
Mr. VEST. That is not the qu~stion. 
Mr. PALMER. The devising of a new dollar which has never 

existed in this country before or a coin that never existed in this 
country before-

Mr. VEST. The silver dollar? 
Mr. PALMER. Yes; the silver dollar. I mean a silver dollar of 

412t grains of silver when the ounce of silver is worth but 68 cents. 
Mr. VEST. What made it worth 68 cents? That is the ques­

tion. 
Mr. PALMER. The people did not want it. 
Mr. VEST. It was made worth 68 cents, according to the Sen­

ator's statement, by closing the mints and taking away from silver 
its principal element of intrinsic or commercial value, which was 
the money element. After closing the mints and perpetrating 
this outrage upon the people of the United States, then they take 
advantage of their own wrong and say that the commercial value 
of silver has been lessened. 

Mr. PALMER. In 1873 Congress passed a law for which I am 
not responsible. I believe there are Senators present who did vote 
for the law. But since that time legislation has been against sil­
ver, and you might as well attempt to resun·ect a dead body and 
say that that body once lived and moved with all the energy and 
power of a perfect young life as to say that you can now, because 
it once lived, reinvigorate a metal and make it as valuable as it 
once was. The work is done. I did not do it. The world did it. 
It is done. Silver is worth 68 cents an ounce now to-day. 

Mr. ALLEN. Measured by what standard? 
Mr. PALMER. Gold is worth about $20.64 an ounce to-day, 

and the idea that you can make them of equal value involves an 
absurdity that appears to me incomprehensible. 

Mr. VEST. Now I will proceed with what I have to say in 
regard to the statement of the Senator from illinois about the 
snap conventions. As to the Senator's last remru:k, I have simply 
to make this a~sertion: If, as I have shown and as the Senator 

. can not deny, prim· to 1873, when the mints were open to both 
metals, silver was not only equal to gold but at 3 per cent pre­
mium over it, why is it not perfectly logical and rational to as­
sume that if you undo that legislation the result will be what we 
contend it will be, that the parity between the two coins will be 
restored? 

Mr. PALMER. Because, if the Senator will allow me, the busi­
ness of the world is adjusted with respect to the new relations, 
and therefore we can not do that. 

Mr. VEST. IbegtbeSenator'spardon. Thatisnottrueeither, 
· with great deference to him. The world is divided between the 

use of silver and the use of gold and the use of both. 
Mr. PALMER. Will the Senator from Missouri tell me any 

country where both metals are used for coins except the United 
States? 

Mr. VEST. They are both used in Mexico, in India, and in 
Japan, where $31,000,000 of gold is in the bank. 

Mr. PALMER. For what purpose is it kept there? 
Mr. VEST. It is kept there for all the purposes of gold any­

where, a~ a bank reserve, as money in circulation, as standard 
money of redemption; and yet no country in the world has ad­
vanced in civilization so rapidly as Japan. Almost unknown a 
a few years ago, to-day Japan is in the front rank of Eastern na· 
tions and almost in the front rank of nations throughout the world. 
There is an evidence of the use of both metals, or of the use, if the 
Senator will have it, of silver alone. Yet we are told that nothing 
but disaster can come to the people of the United States if we 
now rest.ore the old functions of silver, those which it had prior 
to 1873. 

But, Mr. President, I wish to say one word in regard to the Sen­
ator's allegation about the Missouri convention having been a snap 
convention. I want to say now-and there is not a gold man in 
Missouri who will deny it, unless he is a lunatic-that the last con­
vention in Missouri, deliberately called, upon full notice, after 
earnest and acrimonious discussion, was the most representative 
and the largest convention ever held in the State, every county 
and every township being represented. Tlle Senator says men 
who were not leaders were at the head of the movement. 

Mr. PALMER. I did notmakethatremark. I saidleaders-­
Mr. VEST. The Senator said the leaders did not lead. 
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Mr. PALMER. I said that. 
Mr. VEST. Could the people of Missouri, the fifth State in the 

Union, have been brought into such a convention against their 
own consent and their own intellectual convictions? The people 
lead in this country, and the man who thinks he can lead them 
against their will ought to be put into a lunatic asylum and kept 
there for life. The people make the issue; the people assemble 
the convention, and a public man in the State of :Missouri who 
would undertake to lead them against the free coinage of silver 
would be crushed so effectually that his remains would be unrec· 
ognizable. 

Mr. PALMER. I am through, but I should like to say one word 
in reply to the Senator from Missouri. The Senator knows the 
extent to which leadership exists in Missouri a~ well as in other 
States, and his compliment to the people for their spontaneous 
movement has not about it the merit of any very great originality. 

Mr. VEST. Does the Senator from lllinois mean to say that all 
he has said to-day has been original? I think I have heard it in 
this Hall for the last eighteen years ad nauseam. If he has 
advanced a single original idea I should like to see it in print. 

:Mr. PALMER. That looks a little bit as if it were nnk.ind. 
Mr. VEST. I did not so mean it. The Senator said to me that 

what I said had no originality in it. 
Mr. PALMER. No; I did notsay--
Mr. VEST. The question is whethe-r it is true or not. 
11fr. PALMER. I did not use the expression in that form. 

There was nothing to justify the retort, which might provoke an· 
other retort of equal severity. 
· ~h·. President~ I am through. I yield the floor to the Senator 
from New York [Jtfr. HILL]. 

Mr. VEST. Of course I did not mean to say to my friend the 
Senator from illinois anything personally disagreeable. If in the 
heat of debate I did so, I am sorry for it. But he certainly stated 
that what I said did not have the merit of originality. I was com­
pelled to say that nothing upon the silver question is original. If 
there is an original idea upon it, the man who has discovered it is 
entitled to a patent beyond any question. 

I was proceeding to say that if ever a convention of the people 
represented popular sentiment fairly, earnestly, and fully it was 
the convention held in Missouri to which the Senator has applied 
the epithet of being a snap convention. 

I have-and it is all I shall say in connection with my personal 
history-struggled to the full extent of my limited ability to pre­
vent the unfortunate condition of affairs in the Democratic party 
to-day upon this currency question. I stood here at the risk of 
severe criticism from men who agree with me in regard to the free 
and unlimited coinage of silver and begged the Democrats in this 
Senate not to thrust this issue upon us, if possible, but to hold the 
party together upon some conservative basis. 

I went to the President of the United States in person, and. 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, and undertook to show them 
what would result if it was attempted to force the Democratic 
party to the single gold standard. I told them that it was impos­
sible to hold us together, whatever might happen to the Repub­
lican party, in which equal dissensions existed, but which had 
the cohesive power coming from being a minority party and 
which might cause them to survive this struggle for a short time, 
at least, in face of the great issne of protection to which that 
party is pledged. I stood here, as I have said, upon this floor, 
and was alienated by personal and political friends upon this side 
of the Chamber because I begged my party associates, if possible~ 
to postpone at least this question in t·egard to the free coinage of 
silver until we could adjust other matters and crystallize the 
power of the party upon what I conceived to be its fundamental 
principles; but I also said, and say now, that if forced to the 
issue, I never would consent to monometallism, either of gold or 
silver. 

That opinion is based upon my absolute conviction that there is 
not enough of either metal in the world to transact the business 
of mankind without oppression to a large majority. I believe 
that monometallism either of gold or silver is a dastard monopoly, 
which gives into the hands of the few the power to control the 
interests and the products of the many. But we have come now 
to that position when against all protest, all supplication even, 
the Administration has forced this issue upon us. vVe attempted 
when the repeal of the purchasing clause of the Sherman Act was 
before the Senate to effect a compromise with the Administration 
upon this subject, and offered to support that repeal against our 
convictions, provided they would make some concession to silver 
as a money metal. 

That compromise was rejected, and we were then compelled either 
to follow the money ideas of Mr. Cleveland, the President of the 
United States, and of the Secretary of the Treasury, who gave his 
adhesion to him, either to follow their lead in regard to this mat­
ter and sepal.'ate ourselves absolutely from our own convictions 
and those of our people, ortofollowthemanlyand honest dictates 
of our own judgment. In ~uch a contingency no self-respecting 
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public man could hesitate for an instant. I am, therefore, not 
responsible for this discussion or for similar discussions b~fore the 
people of the United States. 

Mr. President, this thing has come to that pass when manhood 
and decency will not permit us to stand here and be told that we 
a1·e in favor. of. unsound money, that we are advocating snap con­
ventions, and that we are attempting to lead the people in the 
direction of great disaster. 

This morning I saw in the papers that our President had ex­
tended the civil service to something like 30,000 more employees 
of this Government. This Administration, therefore, has pledged 
the people of the United States, so far as it was possible, to the 
civil service reform, of which we have heard so much. One of 
the fir~t elements of that reform is a divorce between the patron­
age of the Government and its political action. One of the burn­
ing tenets of this school is that the patronage of the Government 
should not be indirectly used for the purpose of influencing the 
political convictions or declarations of the people. 

Some years ago a very dear friend of mine at my instance was 
made United States district attorney for the western district of 
Missouri; a man of eminent ability, of spotless character, who 
stands as high in the estimation of the people of Missouri as any 
man within its broad domain. When Mr. Cleveland was a can­
didate the second time for President, this gentleman, a Democrat 
belonging to the same school with myself, during the session of 
the United States Federal court at Kansas City, went at night to 
the adjacent villages within easy access of the place where the 
court was held and plead with the people to vote the Democratic 
tickt\t, which he believed r epresented the welfare of the country. 
I was astounded on picking up the St. Louis papers upon a certain 
fateful morning to find that my friend had been removed from 
office, without a hearing, simply because while United States at­
torney he had gone out and spoken for the party to which he and 
the President and myself belonged. · 

I took the train within ten minutes for Washington, arrived 
here, went to His Excellency, and asked him respectfully upon 
what ground he had perpetrated what I considered an outrage 
upon my friend, an eminent Democrat. He brought out a news­
paper paragraph from a paper which had bolted the Democratic 
ticket the preceding summer, and also helped to beat the Demo­
cratic nominee for Congress. This paper had charged that Col­
onel Benton, my friend, while holding the office of United States 
attorney had been guilty of pernicious partisanship by advocat­
ing the cause of his party. 

I knew the facts and had telegraphed to the judge of the court 
for a statement in regard to the way Colonel Benton had discharged 
the duties of his office and whether he had neglected them in order 
to give his attention to politics. Upon the next day the answer 
from the judge by telegraph reached me. I carried it to the 
President and said to him that I personally knew the incumbent 
had not been guilty of any dereliction or neglect of his duty in 
order to make speeches for the party to which he and I belonged. 
When the President discovered that there was no basis for his 
action, that this newspaper paragraph was simply groundless and 
dictated by personal or political motives, I will do him the justice 
to say that he immediately revoked the order; but, not satisfied 
with revoking it, he addressed a letter-published first in the press 
of the country-to Colonel Benton, in which he read him a lecture 
and said he revoked the order . because he found Colonel Benton 
had not neglected his duties, but he wished it distinctly under­
stood that while any man held office under his Administration he 
did not approve of his dabbling in political canvasses or endeavor­
ing to put his opinions before the people of the United States. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Will my colleague permit me to read what 
occurred at the Michigan convention recently? 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 
Mr. HILL. Where does New York come in here? This is Mis­

souri. 
Mr. COCKRELL. One moment. I only wish to read a para­

graph: 
· Tuscaloosa. County sent 10 postmasters and 1 internal-revenue collector, 

and instructed them for silver, but they bolted instructions and voted against 
silver. 

Mr. VEST. Let me understand of the Senator from New York 
whether I am taking his time? 

Mr. HILL. I understood I had the floor. 
Mr. VEST. I was not aware of it. 
Mr. HILL. I had the floor and yielded to the Senator from 

illinois [Mr. PAlliER]. If the Senator from :Missouri is nearly 
through, I will wait. 

Mr. VEST. I am not disposed to raise the point of order, but I 
understood, with great deference to the Senator from New York, 
that the Senate had determined that no Senator could farm out 
the time here. 

Mr. IDLL. I did not farm out the time. I yielded to the Sen­
ator from Illinois, and I asked if I could be recognized after he 
was through. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BACON in the chair). The 
Chair will state that under the order adopted yesterday the Sen­
ator from New York [Mr. HILL] was entitled to the floor this 
morning at the conclusion of the routine morning business. 

Mr. TELLER. The Senator from New York was distinctly en­
titled to the floor this morning; but the Senator had no right, under 
the unanimous-consent agreement, to give the floor to somebody 
else and then come in and claim it later. 

Mr. VEST. I understand that to be the rule of the Senate. 
.1\ir. HILL. The Senator does not wish to do me injustice? At 

the time I yielded I asked the Chair if I could be recognized after 
the Senator from Illinois had concluded, and the Chair expressly 
stated that he so understood. 

Mr. TELLER. Of course the Senator could be recognized if 
nobody else wanted the floor, but he has no right to farm out the 
floor all the time. 

Mr. HILL. I did not assume to farm it out. 
Mr. TELLER. The Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEST] is in 

perfect order. 
Mr. HILL. I made the reservation which I have stated, and 

any Senator could have objected at the time if he desired to do so, 
but I did not assume to farm out the floor. 

·Mr. VEST. I was not in the Senate when 1t adjourned yester­
day evening; I was called out by committee business; but I was 
under the impression that the Senator from Illinois [Mr. PALMER] 
was proceeding in his own right, in his own time, and I am sim­
ply replying to some observations he made. · 

As I have said, the President of the United States, while here­
voked this unjust order, accompanied it with the declaration that 
under his administration of the Government public officials whilst 
holding office should not dabble, as he expressed it, in political 
matters. 

Now, what is the conduct of the Administration in regard to 
this money question before the people of this country? Mr. Presi­
dent, I say it with deep regret that this Administration has given 
its whole influence, all its patronage, all the power of eloquence 
and of logic on the part of its Cabinet officers to influence the 
opinions of the people of the United States and to influence the 
snap conventions of which the Senator from illinois has spoken. 
Thei·e was not long ago-a year ago-a Democratic convention in 
Nebraska, and tbe next day it was flashed across the country that 
the people of Nebraska had decided for honest money, sound 
money-this being the cant falsehood that is used to entrap the 
innocent and ignorant voters. When the truth was known it was 
found the convention was made up of officeholders-postmasters, 
marshals, collectors of internal revenue-men who are living upon 
the patronage of the Federal Government, and whose lungs were 
filled with the air that came from the Treasury of the United 
States. This was a triumph of sound money! Where, then, was 
the civil-service reform that gives us to-day 30,000 new incum­
bents of offices who can only be removed for cause? 

Why, Mr. President, there has not been a week when there was 
more than barely a majority of Cabinet ministers present in 
Washington to discharge the duties for which they are paid by 
the people of this country. They have been traversing their 
respective States, and even other States, haranguing the people in 
joint and single debate, denouncing the "silver lunatics," and 
talking about "unsound and depreciated money." Have we heard 
a single whisper of censm·e from His Excellency in regard to these 
proceedings? Have we heard any lecture from him such as was 
given to my friend when he dared to advocate the cause, the 
unbroken cause, of the Democratic party at that time? 

But more than that. I do not read, as a rule, from newspapers, 
but I happen to have this statement, fortified by private letters, 
from the Adrian (Mich.) Press, whose editor is a man of high per­
sonal character and unquestioned veracity, and who was a dele­
gate to the late convention in that State. The Senator from Illi­
nois talked of snap conventions. Let the-Secretary read that from 
an eyewitness who participated in that convention. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read as re­
quested, in the absence of objection. 

The Secretary read as follows: 
DELEG4.TES WHO BROKE AWAY FROM INSTRUCTIONS. 

Of the 828 delegates elected to the convention, 723 were present either in per­
son or by sub titute, as shown by the first ballot. Four hundred and ninety­
seven were elected under instructions from their county conventions to vote 
as a unit for a16 to 1 silver resolution. Granting that the 45 absentees were 
all silver men, the silver cause ought Rtill to have 452 votes in the collvention. 

As the vote forJudge McGrath (310) was a. fair test of the relative strength 
of the first candidate of the Administration gold crowd and the first candi­
date of the silver, it follows that there were 142 silver backsliders in the con­
vention. 

Every mother's son of the 142 is presumed to have acquiesced to instruc­
tions of their home conventions to stand by the silver standard to the last 
ditch, yet they came to Detroit and bolted at the start into the camp of the 
gold-bu~ Administrationists, where they were received with open arms. 

Here IS where the backsliders came from, together with the number from 
each county: Barry County, entire delegation of 11 instructed for 16 to 1 and 
all deserted and went over to the gold-bug Administrationists. Calhoun, 
14 instructed for silver; 13 turnfld traitors and voted with the gold bugs. 
St. Joseph, entire 11 delegates instructed for silver: 9 were backsliders. 
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Muskegon, 7 instructed for Silver; all pr9ve<1 to be traitors. Oceana, all 7 
instructed for the white metal, 4 deserted to the gold bugs .. Iosoo, all 5 
instructed, 4 deserted. Lena wee, 23 instructed, 5 deserted. Hillsdale, 13 in­
structe d, 3 deser ted. Cass, 10 instructed, 1 deserted. Clinton, ll instructed, 
9 d eserted. Newaygo, 4 instructed, 2 deserted. Menominee, 7 instructed, all 
backsliders. 

In other counties where no instructions were given, silver men deserted as 
follows: Alpena, 1; Bay, 7; Berrien, 5; Charlevoix, 3; Cheboygan, 2; Craw­
ford , 2; Grand Travers~,_2; Gratiot,ll; Jackson,10; Lake, 1; L!J.Peer, 2; Mar­
quette, 1; Midland, 1; monroe, 1; Saginaw, 12; Shiawasse, 2; Van Buren, 3; 
W ash tenaw, 4. 

The silver men had a list compiled from the returns of county conventions 
showing that had every county sent t he full number of delegates, and had 
there been no backsliding, they would have had, counting only instructed 
delegates, a majority of 161. 

Chair main Stevenson's private figures yesterday morning-not the figures 
that were given out for publication-showed a majority of~ for the Admin­
istr ation. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I caused that statement to be read 
instead of reading a much more lengthy one from the Detroit 
Tribune and another from the Cincinnati Enquirer, giving the 
details more in extenso; but I should not have had any newspaper 
articles read except for corroborating private letters on my desk, 
which any Senator is at liberty to examine. I have not tele­
graphed to the authors for permission to read them in the Senate, 
and therefore shall not do so; but they are here. 'They come from 
men for whose integrity and veracity I am willing to vouch; men 
who have held high positions, who were delegates in that conven­
tion, and who are now delegates to the national convention to be 
held at Chicago, and who depict a state of facts which are dis­
graceful to American public life. It is stated by one of those 
gentlemen that two-thirds-I learn from another source that all 
except one-of the postmasters of Michigan were on the floor of 
the State convention. 

I am prepared for the facetious remark that the material for 
delegates must have been very poor if they could have been bought 
or seduced after they arrived in the great city of Detroit. Mr. 
President, those of us who know anything about conventions 
know how this proxy system can be used to trample upon the will 
of the people. We know that when money even for travel cannot 
be obtained by the agricultural classes of the country there are 
men holding public office under the Government of the United 
States ready to pay their own way with proxies in thei.r pockets 
to represent upon the floor of the convention a constituency by 
whom they would be repudiated. This convention in Michigan 
no more represented the will of the Democratic party of that State 
than I represent the will of an English constituency to-day upon 
this floor. The statement that the Democrats of Michigan are not 
for the free coinage of silver is, in my judgment, as false as to say 
that the Democrats of the State of Missouri are opposed to it. 

It was stated in Missouri prior to the last convention that the 
gold men or sound-money men would control the convention. 
Out of 800 delegates there were not one dozen sent there who did 
not favor the free coinage of silver. Even from the great com­
mercial centers like St. Louis and Kansas City the delegates from 
every ward except one were in favor of the free and unlimited 
coinage of the white metal. 

I am a delegate to the Chicago convention against my wish, 
sent there by my people to discharge a duty. I have stated, 
under much criticism in Missouri, that I was a Democrat under 
all conditions and intended to abide by the action of my party; 
that I wa.s too old to hunt for a new political home; that I should 
die, as I have lived, in the party of Jefferson, devoted to his teach­
ings and principles. But I serve notice now that if this convention 
at Chicago is to be made up of Federal officeholders, brought 
there to overawe and override the Wishes of the honest majority 
of the Democratic party throughout the United States, it is no 
Democratic convention with me. I shall abide the will of the 
majority of my party, honestly and fairly expressed. I make no 
threat, but I want no misunderstanding. The Democratic party 
is a party of the people, controlled by an honest expression of 
their will, and not by Federal patronage. 

Mr. IDLL. Mr. President, I am rather surprised to observe 
that this is somewhat of a prelude to the national Democratic 
convention at Chicago. The date of that convention has been 
fixed for the 7th day of July, and I do not propose to anticipate 
any of the difficulties which will confront the Democracy at that 
time. While discussing the question of a snap convention be­
tween the Senator from illinois and the Senator from Missouri it 
was appropriate, I think, that they should both allow me to speak 
upon that question as an expert. .fLaughter.] , 

Mr. President, in order to avoid having any snap convention in 
New York the Democracy of that State, I think, propose to have 
the latest convention of any that shall be held this summer. I 
did complain a little of Missouri Democrats in 1892 that, notwith­
standing all the alleged wrongs which had been perpetrated 
against the Democracy of that State by Mr. Cleveland during his 
prior Administration, they made haste pretty early to declare in 
1892 in favor of "free coinage and Grover Cleveland." I am not 
going to discuss those questions here now. Neither am I to be 

betrayed into a defense of the civil-service policy of the present 
Administration. At some other time I may have something to 
say upon that question. Neither am I going to discuss the ques­
tion of the Michigan Democracy nor anticipate the result of the 
Chicago convention. As the vote on the pending question is to 
be taken within an hour, and I think it is understood that I shall 
occupy the time, I shall proceed immediately to discuss the real 
question involved here. 

I take pleasure in saying that I do not concur in all which the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEST] has said. I do not understand 
that a snap convention can be one duly called by the regular offi­
cials of one's party upon ample notice. I do not agree with my 
venerable friend from Illinois [Mr. PALMER] , who styled the con­
vention of last year in Missouri a snap convention. I do not agree 
with the epithet used toward the convention in Illinois that was 
held last year. The convention in Missom·i and the convention 
in illinois held last year were both conventions called by the regu­
lar officials of the party, namely, by the State committee, after 
due notice, of which everybody was notified, and subsequently 
the conventions were held, after reasonable notice. A political 
party has a right, in my judgment, to meet at any time, upon due 
notice of its central committee, to discuss any question, to take 
any position upon the silver question or the gold question, or any 
other question involved; and those who disagree with the con­
trolling powers of the party have no right to refuse to attend 
the primaries, but they should be ready always to attend the 
primaries, and attend the conventions, and then abide by the 
result. 

I take but little stock myself in the clamors which are raised 
against so-called "snap conventions." They are usually simply 
the clamors of the defeated minority. The minority should attend 
the conventions, having ample notice, and should abide by the 
result. 

I see that the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW] is 
in the Chamber, and before I proceed with my regular argument 
I wish to quote from a portion of his speech detivered the day be­
fore yesterday. The Senator said: 

Here is a telegram from the Morgan syndicate sent on the 21st day of 
December to the President and Secretary of the Treasury, t elling the Gov­
ernment officials that the ~old can not be procured in EUI·ope because the 
credit of the United States 1s so bad, and that if their bid of104t is not a ccepted 
at once they will withdraw the bid and refuse to furnish the gold in the 
United States , knowing as they did, and as the Secretary knew, that all the 
gold not already in the Treasury had been thoroughly cornered by Morgan 
and the banks associated with him. 

I ask the distinguished Senator from South Dakota, who, I as­
sume, honors me with hearing me, to what telegram did he refer? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator will find in another portion 
of my speech an allusion to that same telegram, in which I state 
the facts. I simply alluded to it there. and the remark was 
brought out by a question of the Senator froD'). New York. I re~ 
ferred to the telegram in the body of my speech. 

Mr. HILL. I am reading from the body of the speech. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator is reading from a portion of 

the speech which was in response to his questions. Nearly every­
thing in the speech of which the Senator complains was drawn 
out by himself. 

Mr. HILL. ·I am not complaining of the speech. If the Sena­
tor is satisfied with it I am. I simply ask the Senator to what tel­
egram he refers? He said, ''Here is a telegram." The Senator 
had -papers before him. Will he be kind enough to produce that 
telegram? [A pause.] Mr. President, I desired to know some­
thing in regard to this, and I addressed an inquiry to the Assist­
ant Secretary of the Treasury and asked him to explain in regard 
to that telegram. With the kind permission of the Senate, I ask 
leave to insert the reply in my remarks. I seem to have -mislaid 
it. The information, permit me to state for the benefit of the 
Senator from South Dakota, received in answer to my inquiry of 
the Treasury Department, which I supposed I had here at my dis­
posal, is that neither the Department nor any of the officials con­
nected with this matter ever heard of such a telegram; they know 
nothing in regard to it, and the first knowledge that they had of 
it was when their attention was called to the remarks of the Sen­
ator from South Dakota. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. If the Senator will permit me-­
Mr. HILL. Certainly. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. Then that will be one of the facts to be 

established by the investigation; and it makes it all the more 
pertinent and important. 

Mr. HILL. Is that all the answer the Senator can make to my 
inquiry? No, Mr. President; that will not do. I pass it. Yes; 
that will be one of the facts to investigate in this proposed investi­
gation, if it shall be undertaken, and I shall await, and ask the 
Senate to await, with much interest, as to whether that allega­
tion of the Senator from South Dakota will be sustained. There 
I leave it, with the privilege of putting in the communication 
from the Department, to which I have referred. 
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The letter referred to is as follows: 
[PersonaL] 

TRE.A.SURY DEPARTMENT, Washington, May 7, 1896. 
DEAR Sm: Replying to your inquiry regarding_ the statement of Senator 

PE'l'TIGREW, on page 4835 of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, that he had a tele­
gram from the Morgan syndicate (so-called) sent on t~e 21st of last D~cem­
ber to the President and Secretary of the Treasury m regard to a bid for 
bonds I desire to say that no such telegram or letter from Mr. :Morgan or 
any p~rson representing or represep.ted by him, ap.d no such bid was ever 
received by or brou~ht to the attention of the PreSident or Secretary of the 
Treasury or any of ~he officials of this Department. 

Yours, truly, 
W. E. CURTIS. 

Ron. D .A. VID B. HILL, 
United States Senate. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, in the line of the argumentwhichl 
have marked out, I wish to read a complaint addressed totheSec­
retary of the Treasury from the Chase National Bank of New 
York, of January 16, 1879. I ask l~ave to incorporate tJ;te letter 
in mv remarks, and I shall notdetam the Senate by reading It. 

The letter referred to is as follows : 
CII.A.SE N.A.TIONAL B.ANK, NEW YORK, TO MR. SHERMAN. 

CHASE N.A.TIONAL BANK, New York, January 16, 1879. 
Sm: In responding to your favor of the 13th instant I beg to say that in 

discriminating on commissions in favor of a very few and against too many 
is a political mistake. . . . 

That the Treasury circular of the 1st instant does make such discrliDllla-
tions is quite apparent. . 

Prior to the 1st instant you gave one-quarter of 1 percent to all subscribers 
without respect to amount. . 

Now you give as follows: Nothing on an amount under $100,000; one-eighth 
per cent on an amount of 100.000 to $1,000,000; one-fourth per cent on an 
amount of 81,000,000 to $10,000,000; and an extra one-tenth per cent on any 
excess over 10,000,000. . 

This practically and effectually excludes all banks that will !lOt undertake 
to carry out one million subscriptions in six months, commencmg January_!; 
and the banks that work up one million in the six months are placed at a dis· 
advantage for the three or four banks who subscribe for the 4 percents with 
a perfect abandon can and do give better terms by reason of the extra one­
tenth which they reach out for, and which your revised scale of commissions 
givesthem. • 

From your standpoint it is proper that yon should exult over the en_ormous 
subscriptions obtained during the tu"st two weeks aftet: the resumptlop. .. 

Pardon me for expecting that this apparent extraordinary success will ·m a 
few months be pronounced a misfortune. 

My fifty years of observation in this financial be_dlam justifies me in looking 
doubtingly on this overdoing, I fear, of _a good t~g. . 

Another point I desire to make: I de~adedly dissent to the practice of leav­
ing such enormous amounts of money m a few banks. 

Your Department of the Government has a. conti·olling power over the 
national banks, and no others can be depositaries of United States money. 

It is true these deposits are ampl:r~ yes, doubly, secured; first, by bonds; 
and second, by a preferred claim on me banks' assets, a fact not generally 
understood. . . 

As a. matter of public interest, no bank should be mtrusted with an amount 
of public funds so vastly disproportionate to its capital as is tolerated, and 
seemingly encouraged, in a few lUStances. 

I am aware that some of the depositaries claim that their •• surplus" is 
available as capital. 

The bank department and you, asthes:nJ?ervisorof that department, should 
bear in mind that •• surplus" can be diVIded among the stockholders, law­
fully, without notice to depositors. 

Capita.l is the only fixed security. 
You will excuse me for taking an interest in the national banks as a whole 

rather than in less than half a dozen of them. 
Hoping you will see propriety and justice in falling back on the popular 

scale of commissions adopted in your August appeal to the banks and the 
public, 

I remain, very respectfully, yours, JOHN T H OMPSON. 
Hon.JoHN SHERMAN, 

Secretary of the Treasw-y. 

Mr. IDLL. I simply cite this letter for the purpose of showing 
that there were complaints then, as now, in regard to the distri­
bution of the various bonds of the Government. 

I also will introduce another telegram from Mr. SHERMAN.to the 
First National Bank of New York, dated January 18,1879, which 
I shall not trouble the Senate with reading, but ask to incorporate 
in my remarks. 

The telegram referred to is aa follows: 
MR. SHERMAN TO FIRST N.A.TION.A.L BANK, NEW YORK. 

[Telegram.] 
TRE.A.SURY DEP A.RTMENT, January 18, 1879. 

H. C. ~f!-~~~~~~t Fi1·st National Bank, N ew York: 
Can not vary from agreement stated in letter yesterday. See Morgan at 

his house to-morrow. He will arrange with Jo¥i:N SHERMAN, Secretary. 

Mr. HILL. I also wish to have incorporated in my remarks a 
resolution passed on January24, 18'79, by the Uni~ed Sta~s S~nate, 
not a resolution of investigation,. but a ~esolutioJ?- o~ mqmry of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, asking all mforD?atwn m regard to 
bonds, compensation, services to br.~kers, and m r~ference to all 
the alleged scandals which were said then to perta~ to that mat­
ter. I do not think that there were any .scandals m fact. The 
point I am making is that forme! ~ecretaries of the Treasury have 
been subjected to the same susp1c1ons, to the same charges. They 
have been refuted, and so, I say, the present. Secre~ary. of. the 
Treasury will amply r efu te these charges and trme will vmd10ate 
him. 

The resolution r eferred to is as follows: 
RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE OF THE UNITED ST.A.TES. 

IN THE SEN.A.TE OF THE UNITED STATES, January !1., 1879. 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed 

to inform the Senate of the amount of commissions or other compensation 
paid to bankers, brokers, firms, companies, syndicates, and individuals for 
services in negotiating the sale of bonds and other obligations of the United 
States, from the year 1862 until the present time; when and to whom such 
commissions or compensation was paid, and when paid to syndicates, firms, 
corporations, or companies, to state the names of the persons composing the 
same. 

And also to inform the Senate whether any, and, if any, what amount of 
commissions or other compensation has been paid to bankers, brokers, firms, 
companies, syndicates, and individuals for services rendered in refunding any 
of the bonds of the United States; and if any such payments have been made.: 
to state when and to whom made; and also whether interest has been paia 
on called bonds at the same time that interest was accruing on the bonds sold 
to redeem the same, and whether such double ini;erest has been uniformly 
paid while the refunding operation has been in progres>~, or on bonds sold for 
redemption purposes, specifying whether there has been any exception to 
such _payments of double interest, and who was Secretary of the Treasury at 
the time of such exception, and how much double interest has been paid on 
each class of bonds, and the total amount thereof, and whether the money 
received for bonds sold b:y any bank or syndicate has, in all cases, been 
allowed to remain on depoSit with the national banks acting as Government 
depositories pending the call of bonds, specifying the names of the banks 
and the length of time during which the proceeds of the bonds sold have 
been left on deposit with each bank; and whether at any time any gold coin 
has been d elivered by the Treasury to any parties concerned in the negotia­
tion of United States bonds or otherwise in exchange for or upon the secu­
rity of United States bonds or in advance of the payment thereof, pending 
any call of bonds on which interest was allowed or paid up to the date of ma­
turity of the call; and also whether any money in the Treasury held for the 
payment of overdue called bonds has been left on deposit, without interest, 
many Government depository, and what was the largest amount thereof at 
anv one time, stating the names of the banks in which such money was 
deposited, and what security the T r easury held for the payment thereof 
when demanded. 

"Provided, That information heretofore communicated ro either House of 
Congress shall not be repeated, but references to the documents where the 
same is to be found shall be made, and names of subscribers to popular loans 
sinc.e June, 1877, to whom no commissions have been paid or allowed, may be 
omitted." 

Attest: GEO. C. GORHAM, Sect·etartJ. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, considerable was said in a recent 
discussion which was had about the necessity for a popular loan. 
The difficulty in awarding bonds to investors is very great. It is 
appreciated. Contained in the correspondence on page 618 of 
the book which I hold in my hand js a newspaper item, which I 
also ask permission to publish in my remarks, showing that the 
same tactics by bidders were resorted to then as now and that the 
same clamor of men who wanted to advertise themselves as dis­
appointed bidders took place then. This is the item to which I 
refer: 

After the 4 percents that have been offered were all sold, many large sub­
scriptions were received, parti~ularly from New York banks. These were 
not of course, accepted. Some of them were forwarded to the Secretary 
a~r he had left the Department for the day. He is in don bt to-night whether 
these are all bona fide subscriptions, or whether those who sent them were 
not already aware that no more 4 percents were just now for sale, and 
whether they did not therefore make their offers for fame and not for the 
purpose of obtaining the bonds. 

Mr. President, that is always the difficulty. When your loans are 
made in the Governmentthere aremen atthelastmomentmaking 
their bids when they know the Department is closed and the bids 
can not be accepted, and they do it simJ?lY f<?r the p~1·po~e of ::d­
vertising themselves. Tha~ wa~ som~thing hkethes1~at1~n w1t~ 
the Graves bid, and the situation With some other b1ds m this 
instance. This newspaper item simply con·oborates that fact. 

I also desire to have read a letter to Mr. SHERMAN from the 
Continental National Bank of New York, on page 622, and another 
from the National Bank of the State of NewYorktotheSecretary, 
making compla~nts of ~nfair tr~t~en~, making complaints <:>f 
favoritism making against the distmgwshed Senator from Oh10 
the same charges that we have heard ringing in our ears for the 
last six m onths against the present distinguished Secretary of the 
Treasury. He certainly will understand me. I am simply point­
ino- to these things to show that they were unfair then, as they 
ar~ unfair now-not worthy of investigation then, as they are not 
worthy of . investigation now. They were not investigated then, 
but the Senator from Ohio, the then Secretary of the Treasury, 
was asked to explain in regard to them, to which I will allude 
later. 

The letters referred to are as follows: 
CONTTh'ENT.A.L N.A.TIONAL BANK OF NEW YORK TO YR. SHERMAN. 

CONTINE...~T.AL N .A.TION .A.L B.A.NX, 
New York, Ap>-iZ 7, 1879. 

DE.A.R Sm: Since our Mr. Randolph's letter of Saturday, th.~ p:trlies from 
whom we received the 83,000,000 subscription, of 4th of April, have made 
formal demand upon us for the bonds. We s~pposed that your tele~amde­
clining to receive the same had set all questiOn at rest. Th~ part~es. now 
enforce their claim with the statement that others who subsc_r1bed similarly 
within the business hours of that day have been ~warded their b~nds. 

The subscription in que tion is the one to which we referred m our first 
telegram, wh<:>n we st-ated tb!J.t there were •• more to follow"; but as th_e par­
~iculars-could not be made up until the day's work was ove_r, they did not 
r each us until shortly after 3 o'clock, as has been the practice of the same 
parties with all the subscriptions -they have made through us. They seem to 
think, therefore, that as their subscription was made entirely in the regular 
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a.nd established order in which their preceding ones had been made, they can 
hold us to the delivery. 

We should, perhaps, add that the parties in question were not members of 
the syndicate whose bid we afterwards forwarded, nor had they any knowl­
edge of its exic;tence. 

Respectfully, FRED. TAYLOR, Cashier. 
Hon. JoHN SHERMAN, 

SecretaliJ of the Treas-ury, Washington. 

NATIONAL BANK Oli' THE STATE OF NEW YORK, NEW YORK, TO MR. SHERMAN. 

TliE NATIONAL BANK OF THE STATE OF NEW YoRK, 
New Ym·k, April 7, 1879. 

Sm: We telegraphed you to-day, as follows: 
"Your letter of 5th received. One million seven hundred of our subscrip­

tions were received by us about 12 o'c-lock. About one million three hun­
dred we1re received between the hours of 12 and 2.30. Balance of subscrip-
tion received after 3 o'clock. . 

"Our customers complain of serious loss, having made large sales same day 
against their subscriptions, pTesuming that the same would be accepted. 

"If possible for you to accept the three million, or any pa.rt, please tele­
graph" 
Confirmingth~ above, we beg to add that the subscri-ptions eomprisingthe 

amount, $1,700.000, were reneived about 12 o'clock in the day, and the certifi­
cat-es issued and lette-rs written and both duly signed before 2p_ m. Having 
been notified in the meantime-that additional subscriptions to a largeamonnt 
would be sent in shortly, we thought to inclose the whole in one letter to you. 
knowing that there was ample time, the Washington mail closing at 7.30 
p. m.; and, in consequence of the large amount, we took the precaution to 
telegraph as soon as our total for the day was ascertained, say 3.30 p. m., and 
requested an early shipment. 

The subscriptions were made in every way in accordance with our usual 
custom; and, m consequE."nce of your declining to receive them, our custom­
ers, who have long been prominent dealers in United States bonds and sub­
scribers to large amounts- through us, have been subjected to !$Teat disap­
pointment and loss. We knew of no reason for any unusual haste m dispatch­
mg our letters, and deviated in no respect from our usual custom. 

The subscriptions and the order of their receipt were as follows.: S200.000, 
$1.-500,000, $500,000, $200,000, $500,000; total, $2,950,000, received prior to 3 p. m. 
We beg to hand you herewith a letter just received from Messrs. Speyer & 
Co., for whose account the subscription first in order, $:!00,000, was received, 
which will serve to show our position in the matter and the view which is 
generally taken of the matter by all of our customers interested. 

We beg to say, in conclusion, that we shall be great-ly accommodated if the 
subscriptions, as stated. can be accepted; and we await your rei>_ly, hoping 
that the matter will be adjusted to the satisfaction of all parties. Your reply 
at the earliest possible moment will oblige, 

Yours, very respectfully, R. L. EDWARDS~ Cashier. 
To the honorable SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 

Washington, D. C. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, Mr. Carlisle will survive these at­
tacks; history will vindicate him as history vindicated the Senator 
fxom Ohio. The names of the critics and fault-finders who found 
fault with the Senator f:rom Ohio are almost unknown, while the 
name of the Secretary will live in the future history of our country. 

In the famous book written by the Senator from Ohio, which I 
presume every member of the Senate has, the Senator himself 
speaks of the difficulties in the way of resumption which he en­
conntere<L He speaks of the difficulties which encountered him 
in the great refunding period wherein he administered the office 
of Secretary of the Treasury. He gives in full in his book one of 
the cont-racts which I have already incorporated in my remarks. 
He thought the contract was for the best interests of the c-ountry. 
He speaks of it in this form in the book entitled John Sherman's 
Recollections of Forty Years in the House, Senate, and Cabinet, 
page 642: 

The importance of this contract and the open publicity of the negotiation 
created quite a sensation in tha. n~wspap~·press, which presented a medley 
of praise and censure. All varieties of opiiUon, from extravagant flatte-ry to 
extreme-denunciation, WeJ!e visited upon m~ by the editors of papers accord­
ing to thE<ir preconceived opinions. I made no effort at secrecy and no an­
swer to either- praise or blame, but fre-ely contributed any information in 
r-espect to the matter to anyone, whether friendly or otherwise, who applied 
to me. Perhaps as accurate a. statement as any of my opinions was made by 
George Alfred Townsend, over his nom de plume of "Gath," in the New 
York Grapbic of Aprill2, 18.78. He said, etc. 

Then he said further, and I quote from the book, on page 646: 
The Eastern press, almost without exception, gave its hearty approval of 

the contract made and the mode and manner of the negotiation. The lead­
ing papers in New Ym·k, including the Herald, Tribune, and Times,__gave 
full accounts. In the West, however, where the greenback craze, or ·• heresy," 
as it was commonly called, prevailed, the press was either indifferent or op· 
posed to the contract and to the object sought. It is sin~ular how strong the 
feeling-in favor of an irredeemable paper currency was m many of ths West­
ern towns and among the farming people. United States notes, universally 
called green backs, were so much better as money than the bank notes were 
before the war that the people were entirely content witb them, even if they 
were quoted at a discount in coin. They were good enough for them. Any 
movement tending to reduce their number was eagerly denounced. 

At the very time when the negotiation was being made the Sen.<tte Finance 
Committee was discussing the expediency of agreeing to the bill repealing 
the resumption act which had passed the Honse. The indications were that 
the comilllttee had a.,n-reed upon a time when a final vote should be taken 
upon this bill, and that it wonld be favorably reported b-y a majority of 1. 

Subsequently a committee was appointed, the Committee on 
Banking and Currency of the House of Representatives, and~ un­
der and in pursuance of a resolution which was passed, it pi·o­
eee-ded totakeupthe matter. Then the charges poured in against 
Secretary Sherman. He says: 

While I was congratulating myself upon accomplishing an important work 

i~v~~~~~~~g~~~~~ :~~~~~~~:e~tjj:~~~.~;1!~~r;.~~~l 
eJl1i of theN a-tiona.l Republiean, publishild in W ashingtoD.,. withoor-:ruption--

So is John G. Carlisle now charged with corruption-
and that I was interested in and would make money through the syndicate. 

Was I not right in saying yesterday that history is repeating 
itself? 

It was said that I "came to the United States Senate several years ago a 
poor and perhaps an honest man.. To-day he :pays taxes-on a computed prop­
erty of over half a million, all made during his Senatorial term, on a. salary 
of $6,000 a year and perquisites." :My property at home and in Washington 
was discussed in this letter and the inference was drawn that in some way, 
by corrupt methods, I had made what I possessed. It is true that I found 
many ready defenders, but I took no notice of these imputations, knowing 
that they were entirely unfounded, for I never, directly or· indirectiy, de­
rived any advantage or p1·ofit from my public life except the salary. 

At one time it was alleged that a. subcommittee consisting of Messrs. 
Ewing., Hartzell, and Crittenden had been in correspondence with leading 
bankers, financiers, and capitalists, and that information had been obtained 
which led to the conclusion that I had derived profit i'roni the negotiation. 
It was said that the committee proposed to interview me upon the subje-ct 
of my recent syndicate operatiollli; that the syndicate would get about $750,.000 
commission, which could have been saved had outsiders baen permitted to 
buy the bonds; that the committee had summoned mem.bers of the syndicate 
and bankers who were not admitted into the syndicate, but who wanted to 
be allowed to buy bonds without any commission; that the allegation wa.s so 
w ell supported that a resolution was prepared authorizing the committee to 
investigate, but that this was unnecessary, as the resolution authorizing the 
Banking and Currency Committee to make inquiries concerning resumption 
conferred authority to inquire into this matter. The only sign of the alleged 
investigation was an inquiry from Mr. Ewing, which was answered b-y me, 
as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, .April19, 187El. 
Sm: In compliance with your request: of the 18th instant,. I inclose here­

with a copy of the contract recently made with a syndicate of New York 
bankers for the ~Sale of 4t per cent bonds. The only previous correspondence 
on this subject was a letter sent to said bankers and one to the presidents of 
certain national banks, copies of which ara inclosed. 

In response to your question as to the amou-nt of accrued interest that will be 
eJlowed to the syndicate at each payment on account of such sales. I have to 
reply that no accrued interest is paid to them; but, as you will sef' by the 
fourth paragraph of said contract, they are to pay the United States the 
amount of interest accrued on the bond up to the time of payment for it in 
addition to the premium of 1i- per cent. The interest on the 4t per cent 
bonds accrued on the kt of March, and therefor& the interest is added from 
that date to the date of paymen-t for the bonds. 

The amount of coii11Il1ssion to be paid is fixed by the law at one-half of 1 
per cent, but out of this the associates are to pay all expenses incurred by 
them in the sale, and reimburse the United States all expensesincurred by it 
as stated by said conn-act in paragraph 5-. 

Very respectfully, JOHN SHERMAN, Secretary. 
Hon. THOMAS EWING, 

Acting Chai1·man Committee on Banking a:nd Currency, 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. President, unquestionably all that is true. The point for 
which I read from this book that will live in history when the 
men who traduced SHERMAN are forgotten is to show that his 
worthy successor has been subjected to the same mean, vile, con­
temptible criticism, that the same charge is made against him of 
c?mplicity with syndicates, of accepting commissions from ,syn­
diCates, and so on. 

The Democratic committee of the Honse of Representatives.did 
not rush in to have an investigation.. Oh, no, 1\Ir. President; they 
did not propose to adopt a resoluti-on offensive in its terms, as this 
was when it was first proposed. They sent a letter. They asked 
the Secretarrs appearance at one time. Then subsequently he 
himself wrote ths following letter: 

MA. y 2~ 18.78. 
DEAR Srn: I notice the crazy bar kings of Buell in the Post about the syndi­

cate., and favors granted to it by me. 
I wish to say to you that nothing would please me betrer than to ha.ve the 

Banking and Currency Committee examine into this matter, and I am quite 
sure-you will be gratified that the result will betomy credit. 

Now, mark these words-
l have no desire to dignify this by asking an investigation, but only to say 

to you privately, as a personal friend, that I court, rather than fea1·, such an 
inquiry. 

Very truly, yours, .TOHN SHERMAN. 
Hon. THOMAS EWING, 

H()'IJ,se: of Rept·ese-nta-tives. 
So, Secretary Carusle to-day did not wish t-o dignify the whore 

matter by a.sking for an investigation. He was willing to bjde 
his time. As I said- four or five weeks- ago, when this discussion 
first beg~ I was not authorized to speak for the Secretary when 
opposing the proposed investigation. 

Mr. ALLEN. I ask the Senator if Mr. Carlisle has written a 
letter similar to the one he has j nst read. 

:Mr. HILL. I will come to that in a few moments; I am glad 
the Senator has asked the question. Mr. President,_ the Senator 
from Ohio took the correct position. at that time when he said he 
did not wish to dignify the proceeding by asking an investigation, 
but he was willing at all times to appear before a committee of 
either House to answer any question. That is the way, sir, that 
Sec-retary Carlisle should have been treated by the Senate. Its 
Committee on Finance should have invited him to come before 
them and explain any transaction about which they had any doubt. 
That is the correct, that is the manly course. The- Democrats on 
the committee, in my humble judgment, should have seen fit if 
they had any doubt-Mr. President, they did not have any doubt . 
aboutit--

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President~ I should like to add a word 
or two to. the remarks already made. 
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Mr. IDLL . . 'l'he Senato1· is at liberty to do so. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Of tha~committee Mr. Buckner, of Missouri, 

I believe, was then chairman. Mr. Ewing was the most active 
member. They all asked me to come before the committee of the 
House, and I was examined there for days. A book of probably 
100 or 150 pages gave all the details of the examination. I feel 
bound to say that they treated me very kindly, as I have no doubt 
Mr. Carlisle will be treated kindly by any committee. They asked 
all sorts of questions, and they received answers so fully that at 
the close Mr. Buckner was very complimentary to me; and that 
was the end of it. There were no further remarks made about it, 
so far as I know. That was in regard to resumption in 1878. 

If the Senator from New York will allow me, I will state that I 
think myself whenever the slightest insinuation or doubt or charge 
is made against an officet, especially of the Treasury Department, 
about which there will be naturally a great deal of feeling, be­
cause there is a great deal of responsibility, the best way is for 
him to come before the two bodies of Congress and there give all 
the information he possibly can. I did that before a committee of 
the Senate and a committee of the House of Representatives, both 
of which were strongly Democratic at the time. I was fairly 
treated by them and very justly in their report. 

Mr. HILL. I think the Senator alRo says in the letter which I 
read that he would not dignify the proceeding by asking for an 

-investigation, which was true, and that is what Mr. Carlisle has 
done. He submitted to the newspaper attacks; he submitted to 
the attacks in the Senate. 

Now, Mr. Boutwell did not escape either. In 1872, when he was 
Secretary of the Treasury, a proceeding was instituted rather 
offensive in its character,and it was started by a resolution. I read 
from the Congressional Globe: 

NEGOTIATION OF LOAN. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the report of the Committee 
on Wavs and Means, recommending the adoption of the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That in the opini~nof this House the Secretaq: of. the T~·easu~y, 
in negotiating the loan authonzed by the act of July 14, 18•0, na.s neither m­
creased the bonded debt nor incurred an expenditure contrary to law." 

Mr. DAWES. I now enter a motion to recommit thi'3 resolution to the com-
mittee. . 

1 
. d 

Mr. Cox. I desire to offer .a substitute for the reso ution reporte • 
Mr DAWES. I will hear it read. 
The Clerk read the proposed substitute, as follows: 
.. Resol,ved, That the Com~_tteeof Ways ~n~ Means bei~tructed to report 

the bill before them prohibttmg all comllllSSions, d~du_ctwns, or compensa­
tion of any kind to any person for the sale, negotmtwn, and exchange of 
United States securities, and prohibiting the bmployment of any agent ex­
cept a proper officer of the Treasury Department for such sale, negotiation, 
and exchange." 

Mr D.A. WES. I can not admit that now. On the 4th of December last the 
gentieman from New York who has just taken his seat [Mr. Cox] offered a 
pre&mble and resolution, which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
" .. Whereas it is alleged that the Secretary of the Trea;sury, in placing the 

newly authorized 5 per cent bonds upon the market, has, m defiance of the law 
creating them, increased the public b?nded debt, and has exc~eded ~ha on_e­
half of 1 per cent allowed by the funding act for all expenses m placmg said 
loan: Therefore . . . 

"Resolved That the Committee of Ways and Means be directed to mvestl­
gate the said transaction and have power to send for persons and papers, and 
to report the amount of_such increase ~f the bonded debt, if any, the a~e~ts 
employed and paid by him for the serv1ces rendered, all contracts pertainmg 
to the "ame and the sum.s paid to said R.gents." 

Mr DAwES. Mr. Speaker, this resolution was not adopted by tne House, 
but was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means for consideration. 
Th~ committee invited the Secretary of the Treasury and the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Cox] before them, and heard both sofarastheydesired 
to be heard. 

There was complaint made that too much money was paid in 
commissions for financial negotiations which were had. The reso­
lution was not adopted by the Honse, as Mr. Dawes says in his 
speech, but was referred ~o the . ComJ?-itte~ on Ways and Means 
for consideration. That IS what I thmk snould have been done 
with the pending resolution, but I am not now going to discuss 
that question, because. yesterday the Senat(_3 refused to refer the 
resolution in the first mstance to the committee. 

The committee invited the Secretary of the Treasury and the gentleman 
from N ew York [Mr. Cox] before them, and heard both so far as they desired 
to be heard. 

Here was a resolution complaining of the fees ancl commissions 
paid to vaxious parties on the sale of · these bonds upon which 
there was a lengthy and elaborate and ca~stic debate. It wa~ not 
passed but simply referred to the committee, and the committee 
invited the Secretary of the Treasury before them, and then he 
explained. 

Now I want to put in, with the kind permission of the Senate, 
a few ~xtracts from these speeches, which I do not intend now _to 
detain the Senate with reading. Here will be found denunCia­
tions of the syndicate, denunciatiot;ts of ~ecretarr Boutw~ll, com­
plaints of all kinds an~ character, m whiCh_ the fi~cal affairs were 
denominated fiscal failures and scandals, m wh1ch members of 
the House congratulated themselves that~ alt~.oug~ they had not 
obta.ined any particular advantage by this discussiOn, as one of 
th~m says, "It has developed enough; it has killed the syndicate. 
The cry is, 'No more syndicates.'" They flattered themselves that 

their very vigorous and eloquent speeches had killed the syndi­
cates. They imagined that no more in the history of the country 
would capitalists be appealed to to supply money to purchase Gov­
ernment bonds: 

Mr. Speaker, as I was unable to agree with the majority of the Committee 
of 'Vays and Means in the r eport submitted by the chairman last week rela­
tive to the legality of the arrangement entered into by the Secretary of the 
Treasury with Jay Cooke & Co. and their associn.tes, known as the syndicate, 
in the refunding of a portion of the first S20Q.OOO,OOO.of the bonded debt of 
the United States, under the act of July H,187u, I h~-ve thought it b est to 
state the reasons for my dis ent to the House, aq the action taken on the 
r eport and resolution submitted will doubtles"l govern the ac tion of the Sec­
retary in the disposition of the remaining S1,300,000,{J()() which by that act he 
i~ authorized to put upon the market, so that our determina.tion of the ques­
t lOn has a far greater significance than the mere vindieation of the past action 
?f th_e Secret~-ry, however desirable that may be r~garded. I do not desire 
m thiS matter to seek any party advantage; I certainly would not knowingly 
do the Secretary injustice; indeed, I regret that it became my duty to in ves­
tigate the matter, as it was a subject entirely n ew to me, and one to which I 
bad not given as much consideration heretofore as perhaps I ought. 

The resolution submitted by the House to the committee is as follows: 
•· Whereas it is alleged that the Secretary of the Treasury, in placing the 

newly authorized 5 per cent bonds upon the market, has, in defiance of the law 
· creating them, inm·eased the public bonded debt and has exceeded the one­

half of 1 per cent allowed by the funding act for all expenses in placing aid 
loan: Therefore · 

"Resolved, That the Commit tee on Ways and Means be directed to investi­
gate the said transactions, and have power to send for persons and papers, 
and to report the amount of such increase of the bonded debt, if any, the 
agent.s employed and paid by him for the services r endered, a.ll contracts 
pertaining to the same, and the sums paid to said agents." 

The only evidence taken by the committee was that of the Secretary and 
Jay Cooke, whose statements are attached to the report of the majority, and 
the only sections of existing laws which it is necessary to consider specially 
are the following. 

• • * * • * * 
But I do not agree that the increase of $135,000,000 in the bonded debt of the 

country, which did take p lace in the transaction which we are considering­
a considerable portion of which increase still continues'-was either necessary 
or proper; and I am further of opinion that the contract entered into by the 
Secretary with Jay Cooke & Co. (for the syndicate) was not authorized by 
Jaw, and gave these gentlemen an unnecessary and improper control of the 
funds of the Government for the purpose of private gain, which Cougre_s 
ought not to sanction or establish as a precedent, which will authorize the 
present or any future Secretary to adopt it in the disposition of the remain­
mg $1,300,000,000 of the bonds directed to be sold. I propose as briefly as I can 
to state the facts which, under the laws I have stated, have led me to these 
conclusions. · 

* * * * E * * I understand the meaning of that and th.e other sections of the act of July 
14, 1870, to be to make all the surplus gold m the Treasury equally applicable 
to the payment and cancellation of the 5·20bondswhich have become r edeem· 
able as the proceeds of the sale of the new 5 per cent bonda are ; and I sup­
pose there never was a day Rince the Hth of July, 11:!70, when there was 
not from fifty to seventy-five million dollars of gold in the Trea m·v or in 
the several depositories, subject to the order of the Secretary. I am: there­
fore, utterly unable to see, when there were many hundred millions of the 
5-20 bonds redeemable at the option of the Secretary, why, with $135,000,0CO of 
new 5 per cent bonds sold, as he states in his report, before September 1, and 
with over $50,000,CXXJ of other goltl .lying idle in the Treasury, h e only called in 
and stopped interest upon $100,000.000 by his notice of September, 17, 1871, 
unless it was, as I said before, to allow the syndicate to hold and usc the 
money for their personal benefit, while the people were paying interest on 
both sets of bonds. 

Thus .lay Cooke & Co. received as commission on a subscription for, say, 
$85 000 000, over $773,000, less expenses, etc., while the banks received S22G,IJ38 
on 'their subscription for $115,775,500. But the ~reat profit to Messrs. Jay 
Cooke & Co. in thi!i contract with the Secretary, m the way it has been man­
aged consisted in the loan to or retention by t h em of the Government money, 
while they were drawing interest on the bonds which they had purchased 
with it. Nobody doubts that it was worth to them at least U per cent, which 
on SJ_35,000.000for the tlu·ee months is $2,q>..5,000, from Septem~er 1 to December 
1 whileheldundercontract. Butthatlsnotall. Tbeyhadtt,onanaverage, 
~y from the 20th of August, or one-third of a month before the notice of Sep­
te~ber1 was given. Theinterestfor thattime ($225,000) must be added. The 
Secretary says in his report of Decem ber·4 that more than $80,000,000 had then 
been received under the notice and call of September 1. If it had then 
reached $81,000,000 he would have said so. 

* * * * * * • 
The amount the syndicate has received or will necessarily make by the 

transaction may be stated thus: . , 

Commissions (less expenses, amount unknown)---------------------· $773,000 
Interest before SeptemberL ------ ---·-- ------------------------------- 225,000 
Int<>rest under contract from September 1 to December L ___ ---·--- 2,0?.5,000 
IntOCest after December 1 on $35,000,000, called for under notice of 

December 7 and Deeember 2(>---------·---------------·-----:·------- 506,250 
Interest after December 1, on $13,000,000 of first $100,000,000, till now_ 130,000 

Total ________ ....... ------------------------ .. ---------.--- .. ----- ____ :_ 3, 659,230 

* * * * * * This is but the beginning of t-he refunding syst~m under the law of July 
1870. Thirteen hundred million dollars are y~t behind, if these contrac~s and 
arrangements entered iuto so far are now mdorsed and declared valid by 
Congress, when the ;;300,000,000 to be refunded at 4t per cent int~rest and t~e 
$1 000 000 000 at 4 per cent are put upon the market, loans to syndicates for SIX, 
mne, and twelve months may ~0 made after the J?-eW bonds bearing i~t.erest 
are issued, notices of redemptiOn of the ou~sta:ndmg bonds may be Wltbheld 
as long as it is necessary,_and when complamt 1s made that _th~ law has been 
violated. the action of th1s Con~ress on the rep_ort of th~ maJOrity of the Com­
mittee of Ways and Means, if u is adopted, will be relied on as a precedent, 
giving authority for whatever ·any Secretary may see fit to do. Your pres­
ent Secretary may be removed or resign to-morrow; a less trustworthy man 
may take h is place. Men entert..'lining other views may be in power long be· 
fore the $1,300,000,000 of bonds arc refunded. In short, wheneve~ violation)'! of 
law are sanctioned on any pretext whatever, the Government IS at sea with-
out a compass and without a. rudder. -

* * * * * • • 
Then there was a flurry and a fight! The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 

Maynard], of the Ways and Means, fiercely called my colleague to order. 
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Be was in such high dudgeon at this truthful and prophetic remark that my 
colleague barely missed being honored by a second censure. Still he reiter­
ated that there were tricks to be guarded against from a class of selfish 
and adventurous bankers. This was before the "syndicate" had been bap­
tized, though it was doubtle3S born and active at that time. On the 1st of 
July, 1870, that bill passed the House. I was one of those who did not vote 
for it nor against it; 1 feared the Greeks. As my colleague's amendment 
against employing agents had been voted down, I was apprehensive that 
such corrupt agencies would be used, as it were, constructively; for the very 
voting down of the amendment would have been made, as we can now see, a 

i
retext for the employment of suspicious agencies outside of the •rreasury, 
he bill, however, was not a bad one. It was ri~htly called a. bill ~or "re­

unding aud consolidating" the debt. If squarely executed, it would have 
avoided the late questionable transactions as to the syndicate; and it would 
have enabled the taxpayer to save the 2 per cent which it was claimed would 
have been saved by the issuance of an untaxed long bond of 4 per cent. 

• • * * • * • 
In a time like this, when scientiflc and mechanical ag.::ncies are cumulating 

means; when the gold and sil\er of the mountains are being delved after 
with such skill, persistency, and reward; when only since 1860 tha English 
home debt has diminished one hundred millions, and when 1 as we have 
boasted, we pay the same on our debt per year; when money IS so plentiful 
that in seven years, up to 1867, the world's national debt has increased 
$5,000,000,000, not counting the enormous railway debts of the world-$1,500,-
000,000 more-at such an epoch of the world; when credit, onc-e a pigmy. ha-s 
become a · gigantic wonder, our nation, under its boastea rule of men" en­
tirely great1" goes around the world dickering with parvenu bankers and soi­
disa.nt syndicates at the rate of seven and a half millions as commissions on 
fifteen hundred millions only, and that, too, at an interest or premium 1 per 
cent greater than the average rate of all other nations! 

I speak in no party sense when I say that we are humiliated by such fiscal 
tailw·es and scandals. 

* • • • • * • 
Although my resolution is ignored by the Ways and Means Committee it 

has been productive of good. It has developed enough. It has killed the 
syndicate. The cry is, "No more syndicates." 

I have proposed a bill similar to that of the Secretary, which will crystallize 
my ideas into a repealing law. If my resolution has aone no other good, it 
bas at least proclaimed the glaring defects of the law, so loosely construed, 
even if for good purposes. The country should be thankful that the attention 
of Congress is called, not only to the exceptional and juggling legislation of 
the la.st Congress, with a view to its remedy, but called also to the fact that 
one of the best members of the Cabinet has fallen into the practice of the 
head of the Government, aud has assumed authority never conferred. 

Besides, it became indispensable, under the light of free journalism and 
Congressional criticism, that our credit should not be further tampered with 
and dishonored by such a system of private greed and favoritism. We do 
not want to grant an exclusive monopoly to dicker in the public securities. 
Truly, we have had enough of these manipulations and mutations of our in­
v~stments. Their effect reaches every element of our wealth, every industry 
of our land, and every dollar of our capital. I have an extract here which 
illustrates what I say in a remarkable way: 
. "Extent of the ring ope?·af'ions.-Though the Treasury ring rarely uses a 

dollar ofitsownmoney, its financial operations count up among the thousand 
millions. 'rhe contents of our National Treasury is ever at its command, and 
at times it controls and manipulates for its own benefit the entire bonded 
debt of the nation. Able at anf time to secretly lock up or unlock one or 
more hundred million dollars o the people's money, it controls the value of 
the merchants' wares and the products of our manufacturershfarmers, me­
chanics, and day laborers throughout the length and breadt of the land. 
Having the power to manipulate our national debt by withdrawing bonds 
from the market and secretly or openly putting them afloat again, always at 
Government expense1 the ring has our moner market almost, if not wholly, 
in its control. Countmg Mr. Boutwell's syndicate operation, a large portion 
of ow· national debt has been manipulated into and out of the market not less 
than thirteen times during thQ last ten years. Anyone at all familiar with 
the ring's OJ>erations can trace these astounding financial jobs for himself. 
Take a port10n of the$200,000,000 of the new 5 percents recently put upon the 
market, for example. This is the way it was manipulated: 

"1. It wa-s put in the market ten years ago by the Treasury Department 
in the form of Treasury warrants, certificates of indebtedness, quartermas­
ter's vouchers, etc. 

"2. Next withdrawn or purchased in by ring brokers at a heavy discount. 
"3. It then appeared in the market in the form of greenbacks. 
"4. Greenbacks drawn out by secret sale of Treasury ring commission 

brokers. 
"5. The 7.30 Treasury note makes its appearance. 
•• 6. 'l'he 7.30 note is withdrawn by ring brokers. 
"7. Finds the honest greenback again in its place. 
"8. The greenback is again withdrawn by the rin~. 
"9. Shows the 5-20 bonds to have taken up a positiOn. 
"10. The five-twenties, or a small portion of them, disappear syndicate ward. 
"11. The lon~-lost gold coin appears again. 
"12. Gold com disappears-what little there is of it. 
"13. After a sojow·n of ninety days in the syndicate, the new 5 percents 

make their appearance in the market. 
"A :tlortion of the 5 percents were exchanged directly for five· twenties, thus 

reducmg slightly the number of manipulations of the portion directly con­
verted; the balance was managed as above stated, making thirteen manipu­
lations in all." 

This may or may not be exactly the :manner in which this remarkable syn­
dicate performs; but it is by no means distant from the truth. Talk about 
Biddle and the United States bank! Talk about the pet bank system of thirty 
ytlars ago. They were as molehills to thi<> mountain of fiscal favoritism. 

And all these remarkable transmutations, which have no parallel in the 
sleights of the oriental juggler,are done by what? A syndicate! And what, 
in the na.me of the common people, is a syndicate? . 

Mr. President, one has only to read this extensive debate to see 
how senseless were some of these accusations, how unfounded 
they were, how it was simply an effort to assail men who had in 
an emergency of the country loaned money to the Government 
upon bonds; and I put in a little statement from a speech shoWing 
how much the syndicate received or necessarily made by the 
transaction, and some figures of about $4,000,000-some $4,000,000 
charged as commissions. There were the same charges made 
against Jay Cooke & Co. during the war. 

Mr. President, this present proceeding is nothing new. It is an 
attempt simply to dignify the proceeding because we are approach­
ing a Presidential campaign, and that is all there is of it. There 

is nothing whatever to investigate. I said the other day, and I do 
not care now about repeating it, I am opposed to the principle 
that every time a charge is made against an official of the Govern­
ment it must be investigated and dignified by a formal investigat­
ing committee. I suppose I will be charged now with being the 
champion of Jay Cooke & Co., and the champion of all the syn­
dicates, because I am simply referring to what history shows us. 

So much in regard to Secretary Boutwell. Another attack was 
instituted on Mr. Sherman in an elaborate article published in 
the New York newspapers. I have it here, but will not ask per­
mission to insert it. I do not take any stock in the article, but 
newspapers influence public opinion; newspapers create scandal 
at times; newspapers sometimes stir up such demonstrations as 
are witnessed here when men, as I think, from moral cowardice, 
are afraid to oppose an investigation because somebody thinks 
that something is wrong. 

Mr. President, I am not going to be led at this late hour into a 
discussion of the silver question proper. I had intended a week 
or two ago to take this opportunity to express some views upon 
the subject. I have not now time. I simply call the attention of 
the Senate to the fact that the so-called Bland dollar was never a 
full legal tender; it was only a legal tender for debts wherein some 
other form of currency wa.s not expressly provided for in pay­
ment. Not being a full legal tender, a question of propriety arises 
as to whether the Government should compel a person at this late 
day to accept silver dollars in payment of his obligations against 
tne Government. Should a holder of securities be compelled to 
accept in payment a silver dollar which itself is not a full legal 
tender, not a legal tender when he proposes to pay off his railroad 
mortgages payable in gold, not a legal tender w ben he proposes to 
liquidate any contract the terms of which are payable in gold? 
Need I say to you, sir, that nearly all the raih·oad bonds of this 
country are payable in gold? Need I tell the Senate that nearly 
all the contract-s that are now made are made in gold? You may 
say it is not right, it ought not to have been; but it has been done. 
The historv of the last thirty years shows it. And now we are 
asked tha£the holders of these securities shall be compelled to ac­
cept a Bland dollar authorized in 1878, which itself is not a legal 
tender, and which itself will not pay any of the securities payable 
in gold. 

Mr. President, it is true that it was a mistake on the part of the 
true friends of silver coinage to consent to any such provision 
being placed in the coinage act authorizing the Bland dollar. I 
am one of those who believe that the currency, or rather money, 
created by the country, coined by the country, should be itself a 
legal tender for every debt, so that it could be paid upon every rail­
road security, paid to every debtor. Instead of that we have the 
Bland dollar, which of itself necessarily becomEs a depreciated 
currency. 

:Mr. President, a word more about popular subscriptions. The 
February syndicate of 1895 represented banks all over the coun­
try, and those banks in turn represented individual interests. 
There may be a few persons so credulous as to believe that the 
syndicate in the purchase of the bonds represented no one but 
themselves. That is not true. The syndicate embraced banks in 
different parts of the country, and those banks embraced individ­
uals. A syndicate is simply the representative or the agent of 
all those who desire to invest in common. Individual bidders 
usually obtain gold from the Treasury. That has been demon­
strated over and over again. The value of dealing with the syn­
dicate arises from the fact that the syndicate usually procures 
its gold from abroad, and that is for the benefit of the country 
and relieve8 the Treasury. Individual subscribers usually do not. 
If we are to have free coinage of silver every dollar should be made 
a full legal tender. No one will question that. Parties should 
not be obliged to aceept a depreciated dollar. Parties should not 
be obliged t-o accept a Bland dollar, which of itself does not pur­
port to be a full legal tender. 

I do not propose at this time to discuss the provisions of the 
Chicago platform of 1892. It has been commented upon in the 
Senate o-ver and over again. It is sufficiently elastic for almost 
every Democrat to stand upon. It favors an international agree­
ment on the subject of gold and silver, and if that can not be had 
it expresses the sentiment that silver should not be coined except 
under such safeguards of legislation as will absolutely produce a 
parity of the two metals. That is all that any silver man in the 
country can possibly want. 

I heard the most interesting discussion this morning, fair and 
candid, between the Senator from Nevada [1\fr. STEWART] and 
the Senator from illinois [Mr. PAL:YER]. Both of them claim that 
they want to maintain the parity of the two metals. One of them 
insisted that the bare fact of opening our mints to silver would 
create the parity. Both desire to secure the same result. What 
the effect would be of such opening is, of course, largely a matter 
of speculation. It does not seem as though it could safely be done 
under existing conilitions. I have not tim~ to ente1· into a discus­
sion of that question. 
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The question of a special committee was disposed of by a vote 
of the Senate yesterday. I voted against a special committee, 
because I always vote that way. Upon principle I have uniformly 
opposed the creation of special committees for purposes of inves­
tigation. I believe they are unnecessary. They unnecessarily 
dignify the proceeding. They are not warranted by the tradi­
tions of the Senate. Yet I am disposed to state that my esteemed 
friend the Senator from Kansas in proposing a special committee 
possibly had in mjnd this fact, and I attribute his suggestion to 
his own sense of fairness. He probably thought that it was not 
fair or wise to have a Democratic Secretary of the Treasury inves­
tigated by a Finance Committee consisting of Republicans, one 
Republican-Populist, and the rest silver Democrats. Probably he 
thought in his kindness of heart that it was better that there 
should be a special committee. 

The distinguished Senator from Georgia [Mr. GoRDON], in his 
few vigorous and eloquent remarks last evening, pictm·ed the 
Finance Committee as a most perfectly fair committee. Senators 
recollect his idea of fairness. It was that the Secretary of the 
Trea.sury should be investigated by a committee upon which there 
is not a single party friend who agrees with him on the financial 
question, and the rest of whom are Republicans, and a Populist. 
Mr. Carlisle, if the resolution is t o be passed, will be turned over 
to the kind mercies of those who, as Democrats, disagree with 
him within party lines on the silver question. I wish to read the 
names of the members of the Committee on Finance. Messrs. 
MoRRILL, SHERMAN, ALLISON, ALDRICH, PLATT, WoLCOTT, Re­
publicans; JoxEs of Nevada, PopnDst-Republican; VOORHEES, 
HARms, VEST, JONES of Arkansas, WIDTE, WALTHALL, silver 
Democrats. 

The SeCI·etary of the Treasury is believed to be what is called 
a gold-money Democrat. It is the sense of fairness of the Senate 
that he should be investigated by Republicans, who are opposed 
to him politically, by a Populist, who is opposed to him politi­
cally, and by a committee on which all the Democrats are free­
silver Democrats. I simply point out this fact to account for the 
first suo-gestion upon the part of my friend the Senator from 
Kansas for the appointment of a special committee, and it was 
undoubtedly the high sense of fairness which he usually exhibits 
in the Senate that prompted him to make the suggestion for a 
special committee instead of the Finance Committee as at present 
constituted. 

I think the Finance Committee is a fair committee. I believe 
it to be. I voted to refer the matter to the Finance Committee 
because I have always heretofore opposed the appointment of 
special committees. The committee, if the investigation is author­
ized, will take up this subject and investigate it most fairly 
and thoroughly. In the end, if Secretary Carlisle shall be vindi­
cated from these newspaper ?ttacks and these loose charges which 
have been uttered in the Senate Chamber, how much will it be to 
his gratification and to his ~redi~ J! it shall com~ from the Finance 
Committee, composed of his political adversanes and those who 
differ with him on the financial question. 

I have already commented on the proper course which I think 
should h ave· been pursued by the Senate, but the Senate has de­
creed otherwise, and I respectfully bow to its wisdom. That 
course was that the resolution should have been referred to the 
Committee on Finance. The Committee on Finance should have 
respectfully invited the Secretary of the Treasury to come before 
it. In January, 1894, a question arose in regard to the action of 
the Treasury Department, and what was done? A resolution was 
offered in the House of Representatives in regard to the issue of 
bonds and the use of the gold reserve. It did not provide for a 
committee of investigation. It was a resolution making inquiry. 
It was a resolution expressing the sense of the House of Repre­
sentatives. The resolution was referred to the Judiciary Com­
mittee. Wlmt did the committee do? It sent a respectful letter 
to the Secretary of the Treasury in January, 1894, and asked the 
Secretary to appear before it. He did so on January 25. T~ere 
he made his statement; there the members of the committee 
questioned him fully for several hours. He answered. He gave 
them all the information desh·ed pertaining to the finances of the 
country. His answers were frank; they were able. He showed 
great familiarity with the subject involved, and at the conclusion 
the chairman asked him if he would be kind enough to look over 
the not-es of his remarks. Mr. Carlisle, in conclusion, said: 

Yes sir· I would be "'lad to do so, and if anyfentleman desires or if the com­
mitte~ desires any other q:uest~ol?- ans'Y~red wilf be glad to do it a~ any tiJ?.le 
by appearing here o:r: sendmg_ It ~ wnting. I w~ be glad to furrush any ill­
formation the coiilllllttee desires ill regard to this matter. 

The chairman said: 
The committee feels very much obliged to you. 
And Mr. Carlisle departed. That is the way to conduct public 

business courteously. That is what the Democratic House did. 
There was no difficulty about appearing; there was no reluctance 
in appearing. He stated the situation frankly, and it is a part of 
the records of the House. 

The present Committee on Ways and Means of the other House 
have already had the bond question under consideration under a 
resolution of investigation not passed, but referred to them for 
preliminary inquh·y. The present Republican Ways and Means 
Committee of the House of Representatives not long ago sent a 
courteous letter to Mr. Carlisle, and he replied. That letter has 
not been published, so far as I am aware. I desire, with the kind 
permission of the Senate, to incorporate it in my remarks. It is 
dated March 7, 1896, and is addressed to Hon. NELSON DINGLEY, 
Jr. , chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, in which the 
Secretary acknowledges the receipt of his favor, speaking of the 
reference of the resolution to the committee, and asking him to 
make such response as to the allegations contained in the r esolu­
tion as he saw fit. Then the Secretary of the Treasury proceeds 
to elucidate the bond question and all the complaints that had 
then been made. At the conclusion of the letter is the following 
language, to which I invite attention: 

If, notwithstanding this brief statement of the facts, the committee and 
the House of R epresentatives consider the· allegations contained in the news­
paper clippings which were inclosed in your letter, and which appear to 
have been adopted as the basis of the re-solution, of sufficient importance to 
demand or justify an investigation, the Treasury Department will cheerfully 
do all in its power to facilitate the inquiry and promptly furnish all papers, 
r ecords, and other evidence in its possession or under its control relating in 
any manner to the transaction in question. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
J. G. CARLISLE, Secretary. 

The Committee on Ways and Means were evidently satisfied 
with the statement. They have asked for no further information. 
They have not gone further with the resolution. They have not 
ordered an investigation, but this body, which can not so appro­
priately investigate alleged wrongdoing as can the House of Rep­
resentatives, substantially usurps the functions of the House, 
which is solely given the power of impeaehment. The letter ex­
plains the whole transaction. There is no real necessity for any 
further steps being taken. 

Here is the letter: 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE 011' THE SECRETARY, 

Ron. NELSON DINGLEY, Jr., 
Washington, D. C., March 7,189a. 

Chairman Committee on Ways and .Mea118, House of Represe:ntative-3. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of February 

26, inclosing a co:py of a preamble &n.d resolution providin~ for the appoint;.. 
ment of a coillllllttee by the House of Representatives to illvesti~a~ the al· 
leged conduct of the Secretary of the Treasury in refusing to deliver to one 
William Graves $4.,500,000 in the bonds of the United States and awarding 
said bonds to J.P. Morgan & Co., notwithstanding the said Graves is alleged 
to have" tendered the Secretary of the Treasury the amount of said bid for 
said bonds in gold at the subtreasury in the city of New York," and inviting 
from me such response to the allegations as I may be pleased to make. 

I have the honor to say that on the 6th day of Janua1~y. 1896, a circular was 
issued inviting sealed proposal8 untill2 o'clock m. on Wednesday, February 
5,1893, for the purchase of $100,000,000 of United States 4- per cent coupon or 
r egistered bonds in denominations of $50 or multiples of that sum, as mi~ht 
be desired by bidders, and it wa.s stated that" purchasers will be requirea to 
pay in United States gold coin or gold certificates for the bonds awarded to 
them, and the interest accrued thereon after the 1st day of February, 1896, 
up to the time of payment for the bonds." Payments for the bonds were re­
quired to be made at the various subtreasuries of the United States by in­
stallments, as follows: Twenty per cent and accrued interest upon receipt 
of notice of acceptance of bids, and 20 per cent and accrued interest at the 
end of each ten days thereafter; that a.ll accepted bidders were given the 
privilege of paying the whole amount at the date of the first installment, and 
those who had p..'tid all installments previously maturing were allowed to pay 
the whole amount of their bids at any time not later than the maturity of 
the last i.n.5tallment. 

On tbe 15th day of January, 1896, an additional circular was issued, notify. 
ing bidders that after the payment of the first installment of 20 per cent with 
accrued interest, the remainder of the amounts bid might be paid in install­
ments of 10 per cent each a.nd accrued interest a.t the end of each fifteen days 
thereafter; but all accepted bidders were allowed to pay the whole amount 
of their bid at the time of the first installment, and all accepted bidders who 
had paid all installments previously maturing were a.llowed to pay the whole 
of the.ir bids at any time not later than the maturity of the last installment. 

Among the proposals received under these circulars was one from " Wil­
liam Graves and associates," in the words and figures following: 

"NEW YoRK CITY, N.Y., February 4, 11396. 
"We her~by "{>ropose, under the terms of your circular of January 6, 1896, 

to pnrchase Un1ted States 4 per cent thirty-year bonds, described in said cir­
cular, of the face value of $4.500.000, and we agree to pay therefor at the rate 
of 115.3391 and accrued inwrest per 100. We further agree, upon due notice 
of the acceptance of this subscrintion, to deposit the amount thereof in_gold 
coin or in gold certificates with the United States assistant treasurer at New 
York City in accordance with the terms of said circular. 

''We desire (registered or coupon) bonds in denominations as stated be­
low, and we wish them to be delivered t-o us at office of LB.Nowcombe, 
Mills Building, New York Cit¥.·w~£ft~f ~lfv}f~A_~l$ ~~gi~~TES. 

" To the SECRETARY 01!" THE TREASURY." 
Coupon. Registered. 

Foo ====:: Foo ==:::: 
500 ---··· 500 ---··· 

1,000 ----·· 1,000 ----·· 
5,000 --·---

10,000 ------
Mr. Graves was wholly unknown to the Department, and the facts that he 

failed to give his street or office address, that the names of his associates 
w er e n~t disclosed, and that the price he proposed to pay for the bonds was 
considerably higher than responsible and bona fide bidders were offering 
were suti:I.cient, m m:y opinion, to justify an inquh·y concerning_ his financial 
character and standing before disposmg of his proposal. I accordin~ly 
caused inquiries to be made at once m the city of New York, but no definite 
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or satisfactory information concerning his business or financial standing was 
obtained, and on the 7th day of February, 1896, I caused the following confi­
dential telegram to be sent to the assistant treasurer of the Umted States 
at San Francisco, to wit: 

"TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
"Washi'{I<Yton, D. C., FebruaTy 7,1896. 

.. AsSISTANT TREASURER UNITED STATES, San F'l·ancisco, Cal.: 
"Can you ascertain from the Bank of California or others as to the financial 

standing and responsibility of William Graves, a large bidder for bonds. It 
is important. Do not neglect to answer promptly by wire. Confidential. 

"J. F. MELI'N.E, Assistant Treasurer." 
On the same day the following response was received: 

"FEBRUARY 7, 1896. 
"TREASURER U~TITED STATES, Washington, D. C.: 

"Party referred to in yours of to-day, from what is learned from Bank .of 
California and from others, was known very slightly as promoter or finanCial 
agent, but not capitalist. Can not give his whereabouts. 

"C. P. BERRY, .Assistant Tl"easuret·." 
Although the information thus secured was not considered sufficient to 

show to my entire satisfaction the ability of the bidder to pay for such a 
large amount of bonds, yet as he appeared to have been "very slightly" 
known as a financial agent, and as he professed to have others associated 
with him in making his bid, it was deemed better not to reject his offer with­
out first ~ving him an opportunitY: to comply with th.e terms of the ~ircular 
and his b1d. Out of abundant cautiOn, therefore, and ill order to avmd a pos­
sible mistake in a matter of such importanc-e to the bidder and to the Gov­
ernment, a notice of acceptance was mail€d to "William Graves and associates, 
New York, N.Y.," on the eveningof February 9,1896, being the same day on 
which other notices to a-ccepted bidders were mailed. The notice was as 
follows: 

"TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washingt-on, D. C., February 8, 1896. 

"Sms: Yon are hereby notified that your subscription under the terms of 
the Department circulars of January 6, January 9, and January 15, 1896, for 
$4,500,0UO of the 4 per cent bonds of the United Stat~s for which you have 
agreed to· pay in United States gold coin or gold certificates, at the office of 
the assistant treasurer in the city of New York, at the rate of $115.3391 and 
accrued interest per $100 face value of said bonds, has been accepted. 

"You arc therefore requested to deposit with the United States assistant 
treasurer at New York on or before the 15th day of February, 1898, the sum 
of$1,038,0al..90, which is20 per cent of the amount of your subscription at the 
price above named. The accrued interest from February 1, 189ti, to date of 
the payment hereby requested should also be paid at the rate of 4 per cent 
on the amount of the bonds paid for by said deposit. At the expiration of 
fifteen days from the date of this "first payment an additional payment of 10 
per cent must be made, and such payments must be continued at intervals 
of fifteen days until the whole amount is paid. The accrued interest accom­
panying each payment must be computed from February 1,1800, to date of 
such payment. If you desire to pay the entire amount of your subscription 
at once you may do so, or you may antici:pate the total p~yment of your sub­
scription at any time prior to the maturmg of the last :mstallment. In the 
former case the amount to be deposited is $5.190,259.50, with accrued interest 
at 4_j>er cent on ~,500,000 from February 1, 1896, to date of deposit. 

" The Secretary of the Treasury should be promptly ad vised of the charac­
ter of the bonds desired (whether registered or coupon), and the denomina· 
tions thereof. If this information has already been furnished, please con-
firm it. . 

" The bonds will be issued only upon receipt by the Secretary of the original 
certificate of deposit of the assistant treasurer receiving the payments. The 
Department is prepared to begin the delivery of the bonds at once, and de­
liveries will be continued as rapidly as the facilities of the Department will 
permit. 

''Respectfully, yours, • J. G. CARLISLE, Secretary. 
"WILLIAM GRAVES AND AsSOCIATES, 

·~New YoTk, N, Y." 
A list of the accepted bidders was published in the principal newspapers of 

the country, including the New York City papers, on the morning of Feb­
ruary 9, which Mr. Graves doubtless saw . . Bu.t, however that may be, it is 
certain that he knew of the acceptance of hlB b1d as early as noon, February 
10, as is shown by the following telegrams: 

" [Telegram.] 

"Ron. J. G. CARLISLE, 
"NEW YORK, February 10,1896-12.26 p.m. 

"Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C.: 
"Bank of California received their bond allotment. Have ours been for­

warded? Wire. 
"WILLIAM GRAVES AND ASSOCIATES. 

" [Telegram.] 
"TREASURY DEP .ARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

" Washington, D. C., Feb1-ua1-y 10,1896. 
•'WILLIAM GRAVES AND AsSOCIATES, 

"New York, N. Y.: 
"Your notification was duly forwarded. 

"Collect." 

"W. E. CURTIS, 
"Assistant Secretary. 

Immediately: upon the receipt of the above telegram from Mr. Graves a 
du~licate notification of acceptance was mailed to him, addressed to the Mills 
Buildmg, New York, and nothing further was heard from him until Febru­
ary 13, at 12 o'clock m-., when Mr. Allison Nailor, of the city of Washington, 
delivered to the Secretary in person a letter without date, from Graves to 
him (Nailor) requesting the latter to call on the Secretary and ask for an 
extension of time until the Wednesday following, February 19, to pay the 
first installment of 20 per cent on his bid. This letter was left at the Depart­
ment, and a copy is appended hereto. 

In a letter to the Secretary dat.ed February 13, 1896, a copy of which is 
appended, Mr. Graves stated that he had that day received the "original 
notice of acceptance" of his bid and claimed that it had been erroneously 
addressed, although his own quotation of the address in his letter shows that 
it was in exact accord with the information given on the face of his bid. He 
fail'3 to mention the fact that he had previously received a duplicate notice 
and had also been notified by wire that the original had been sent. In this 
letter he asked to be informed by wire or mail whether the bonds could be 
delivered to the subtreasury to be given to him "upon anticipated pay­
ments," and he was at once advised by a telegram, a copy of which is at­
tached, that the bonds could be issued only upon receipt a.t the Secretary's 
oJllce of the original certificate showing that they had been paid for. This 

was the course pursued in all cases, and ~fr. Graves bad been advised in his 
notice of acceptance that the original certificate of deposit would be required. 

On the day the first installment of 20 per cent was due, February 15, 1896, 
Mr. Graves made another application by telephonic m essage for an extension 
of the time, and in response he was informed by wire that. no .extension 
could be given, as will be seen from the copy of the telegraphic dispatch \0 
him which is attached hereto. · 

The statement in the preamble to the resolution inclosed in your letter that 
Mr. Graves had tendered the Secretary of the Treasury the amount of his 
bid for bonds i?- gold at the subtreasury j.n the city of New York is who~y 
incorrect. Ne1ther he nor anyone for hrm tendered any gold whatever ill 
payment for the bonds, or any part of them, at the subtreasury at New York, 
or elsewhere. On the contrary, on the morning of the 15th day of February, 
1800, the day on which payments were required to be made, Mr. Graves sent 
to the Secretary of the Treasury a telegram, in which he abandoned his origi­
nal bid of 115.3391, and proposed to take the bonds at 113.50, and stated that 
he w ould ~Pve satisfactory financial indorsements by Wednesday, February 
19th, showillg his ability to fulfill such an agreement. A cop-y of this telegram 
is appended. And on the same day, and other days up to and illcluding the 19th 
day of February, he wrote and sent various letters and telegrams to the Secre­
tary, copies of all which are appended hereto. No notice was taken of these 
telegrams and letters for the reason that, according to the terms of the circular 
under which the bonds were offered to the public, the time for receiving bids 
had expired on thE' 5th day of February, 1896, at 12 o'clock m., and no bids 
made or received after that time had been or could properly be considered. 
Bids had been made in good faith by responsible ~rties within the designated 
time and in accordance with the terms of the circular for the whole of the 
proposed loan, and the Department has in every case declined to consider 
any bid which was not so made. 

So far as this Department has been able to ascertain, Mr. Graves had no 
as.::ocia[es in his bid, and was wholly unable to comply with its terms. It 
was not a bona fide bid, but was purely speculative, and subsequent devel­
opments showed that it ought to have been rejected at the beginning along 
with two other bids of the same character, amounting to $129,000,000, which 
were in fact rejected, and about whi0h no complaint has been made by the 
pretended bidders, or anybody else. His complaint that he had been em­
barrassed or obstructed by errors or delays on the part of the Treasury 
Department is not sustained by the facts. '£here were no errors or delays 
on the part of the Department. According to the terms of the circular under 
which his bid was made, the first installment,20 percent and accrued interest, 
was required to be paid "upon receipt of notice of acceptance of bids," and 
if his bid was in fact made in good faith he of com-se expected to comply 
with that requirement. By the terms of the notice of acceptance sent to 
him, however, the time of payment was extended until and including the 
15th of Februa.ry, 1800, notwithstanding which he failed to make any deposit 
whatever on account of his offer. 
If this bid had been rejected at the beginning, the duty of the Secretary of 

the Treasury to award the $!,500,000 in bonds. t~ th':l next highest responsible 
bidder would have been perfectly clear, and 1t 1s difficult to see how the fact 
that its fictitious charact~r was not fully discovered until a later date can in 
any way affect either the duty of the Secretary or the rights of other bona 
fide bidders. Messrs. J.P. Morgan & Co. had, within the time prescribed by 
the circular, and in. accordance with the tPl'"IDS of the proposal, put in a bid 
for the whole 8100,000,000 at a price of $110.6877, and all bona fide bids above 
that price having been accepted, they were entitled to have awarded to them 
the remainder of the loan. On and before February 15, 189u, that firm de­
posited the sum of ~,520,018 in gold coin and certificates, and on that day 
they notified the Treasm·y Department by wire that they had deposited 
gold with the subtreasurer and Government depositories largely in excess 
of 20 per cent on any possible amount that could be awarded to them. 

After a careful consideration of the subject they were notified on February 
10, 1890, that they would be required to receive and pay for all the bonds 
which Graves and a few other smaller bidders had failed to take, and the 
firm has already paid 4J. g_old and gold certificates the sum of $37,498,100, leav· 
ing unpaid only about $420,000 on the entire amount awarded to it. Ordinary 
good faith on the part of the Government demanded that bona fide bidders 
who had strictly complied with all the requirements of the prov.osal under 
which their offers were made should not be excluded from coDSideration by 
the wrongful interposition of fictitious or purely speculati"Ve bids, and in my 
opinion the only legal and honorable course that could be pursued in this 
matter was to award the bonds upon which defaults were made to the par­
ties who had in good faith, and within the time prescribed, submitted the 
next highest offer. _ 

If, notwithst..'l.nding this brief st.atement of the facts, the committee a n d 
the House of Representatives consider the allegations contained in the news­
paper clippings which were inclosed in your letter and which appear to have 
been adopted as the basis of the resolution of sufficient importance to demand 
or justify an investigation, the Treasury Department will cheerfully do an 
in its power to facilitate the inquiry and promptly furnish all papers, records, 
and other evidence in its possession or under its control relating in any man­
ner to the transaction in question. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
J. G. CARLISLE, Secretary. 

Mr. President, i: oppose the investigation now even though the 
terms of the resolution have been modified and its offensive fea­
tures eliminated and the regular committee substituted for a special 
committee. I confess I do npt approve of the precedent which 
will be created. The Senate has already been satiated with reso­
lutions for the investigation of Florida matters, and it referred 
them notwithstanding every consideration of courtesy which was 
urged. Yet when we refuse to one of our own Democratic asso­
ciates upon this side of the Chamber the opportunity he wanted 
to investigate affairs in Florida, we must hasten to give the other 
side-to our Populist friend, the Senator from Kansas- this reso­
lution of investigation as a matter of courtesy. 

Next will come the Alabama resolution for an investigation, 
and the Senators from that State as well as from the South gen­
erally will expect the New York Senators to stand by them in 
opposition to the investigation. I warn them of the precedent 
which they are establishing by adopting this resolution. There is 
no necessity for this resolution. There is no necessity for the Ala­
bama resolution. There is no necessity for the Florida resolution. 
The Florida resolution was referred to the committee two or three 
times, but this resolution, it seems, is to be pressed to passage. 
Louisiana will come next in the list of States whose proceedings 
a.re proposed to be inquired into. It is the age of investigation. 



4938 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. 

There is a mania for investigation. I have read here letters and 
petitions from all parts of the country a-sking that everything be 
investigated. 

I agree with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEST] when, at 
the conclusion of his remarks yesterday, he said that he had seen 
no good reason for this investigation. No one else has seen a good 
reason for the investigation. Democrats, be not deceived. It is 
a useless, an unnecessary, a causeless proceeding. It is an at­
tack upon your Democratic Secretary of the Treasury. It is 
putting him to annoyance and trouble unreasonably and improp­
erly. You are playing into the hands of your opponents, theRe­
publicans and Populists. You do not object to the investigation 
simply for fear somebody will say there is something wrong. The 
Secretary of the Treasury himself has not objected. No one iR au­
thorized to object to it in his behalf. I disclaim all responsibility 
of speaking for him. He has tendered the Ways and Means Com­
mittee any information in his power, and yet, sir, for some reason 
which it seems to me can only be attributed to jealousy, to malice, 
or to differences over the great gold and silver question, or to some­
thing else, the resolution is to be offensively pressed. 

I have no personal interest in this matter. I care nothing for 
these New York syndicates, of which I am said to be the cham­
pion. I do not deceive myself. The votes already given indicate 
the temper of the Senate. I expect to be overruled. I am used 
to it. I can wait my vindication. I will patiently abide events. 
I disclaim all personal feeling. I am actuated simply by a desire 
to discharge my duty which I think I owe to the cpuntry, my duty 
to these high officials, the President and Secretary of the Treasury, 
for whoseappointmentornomination I was not responsible. I have 
asked no Senator around this ch·cle to vote with me in opposition 
to the resolution. I have made no personal appeal to any Sena­
tor. I have only presented my arguments, and each Senator may 
vote as seems to him best. I do not think this is a wise proceed­
ing. I do not think it a politic proceeding. I know not what 
course the committee will adopt. Undoubtedly, sir...:_appreciat­
ing its fail-ness, its impartiality, which I cheerfully concede-it 
will endeavor to do its duty; but the silver question warps men·s 
judgments; it affects their opinions; it stirs up their preju­
dices. It makes members of the same party distrust each other. 
We have had an exhibition of this feeling on the floor this morn­
ing, and although the committee may strive to be fair, you know, 
Senators, what the result of such investigations has been in thB 
past. There will be difficulties; there will be bickerings; there 
will be contentions; there will be unpleasant misunderstandings; 
there is likely to be clamor and unpleasantness. These things 
should have been avoided. 

The resolution is now in the hands of the Senate. I shall vote 
against the resolution if I am the only man here who does so. I 
have stood alone in the past in matters to which I need not now 
allude, and I can afford to stand alone again. I do not care even 
whether the yeas and nays are called upon the passage of the reso­
lution. That is a matter for the Senate to determine. I have dis­
charged my duty, :Mr. President, as! understand it, and with that 
I am content. 

1\IJ:. LINDSAY. I desire to offer an amendment, to strike out 
all of the third clause of the resolution after the words "in rela­
tion thereto," in line 15, page 2. 

The Senator who offered the resolution said that the first clause 
of the resolution covers all of the legitimate subjects of investi­
gation, but that he desires the other clauses to be retained be­
cause they particularize. I submit that that portion of the third 
paragraph which I move to strike out does not particularize, does 
not enlarge, is not germane to the investigation directed by the 
first ~aragraph. It is framed so as insidiously to intimate that 
the ·1::3ecretary of the Treasury may have had some share in the 
profits supposed to have been realized from the bond sales. If it 
is intended that such a charge shall be investigated it would be 
fair and manly to s&y so in terms that can not be mistaken. If 
it is not intended to intimate that such a charge may be looked 
into, then I say it would be generous to strike out those mislead­
ing words to be found in the lines I have moved to strike out. 

I submit to the Senator who offered the resolution that justice 
on his part ought to induce him to consent to the amendment I 
propose. 

:Mr. PEFFER and :Mr. GALLINGER. Let the amendment be 
stated. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. LINDSAY] will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. After the wm·d "thereto," in line 15, para­
graph 3, it is proposed to strike out the remainder of the resolu-
tion, in the following words: · 

What agreements or contracts, and whether oral or in writing, and whether 
publicly or privately, were entered into by the Secretary of the Treasury 
and any syndicate or person or persons with respect to the sale and purchase 
of the bonds, and the profits made or to be made by such syndicate or any 
person or persons connected with such syndicate, directly or indirectly; 
whether such contract or agreement had any and what effect on the prices 
offered for the bonds, what the effect was, and who, if any person, profited by 
it, and to what extent. 

Mr. LINDSAY. Mr. President--
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that the hour 

of 4 o'clock having arrived, the vote is to be taken upon the reso­
lution. The question is on agreeing to the amendment of the 
Senator from Kentucky [:Mr. LINDSAY]. 

Mr. LINDSAY. As the Senator from Kansas does not seem to 
be inclined to withdraw those words, and as the motion upon my 
part to that effect might be mistaken, !withdraw the amendment. 

1\Ir. PEFFER. I will say that that is the very meat of the 
whole resolution. 

Mr. COCKRELL. No debate is in order. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Theamendmentiswithdrawn. The 

question is on agreeing to the resolution submitted by the Sena­
tor from Kansas fMr. PEFFER] as amended. 

:Mr. PETTIGR:fl;W and Mr. WOLCOTT calied for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. DUBOIS (when his name was called). !announce the pair 

of the senior Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SMITH], with whom 
I am usually paired, with the Senator from Utah [M1·. CANNONl. 
If the Senator from Utah [Mr. CANNON] were present, he woufd 
vote ''yea." Ivote ''yea." · 

Mr. FAULKNER (when his name was called). I am pah·ed 
with my colleague [Mr. ELKINS]. If he were present, I should 
vote "nay" on the passage of the resolution. . 

Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
senior Senator from Georgia [Mr. GoRDON]. If he were present, 
I should vote ''yea." 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I have a st:tnding 
pair with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MoRRILL], but he au­
thorized me to vote as I choose on this question. I vote "yea." 

Mr. KYLE (when his name was called). I was requested by 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER] to arrange a 
pair with the Senator from Connecticut fMr. PLATT]. If that is 
the understanding, I . will pair myself with the Senator from Con­
necticut [Mr. PLATT]. I understm1d that if the Senator from 
Connecticut were present, he would vote "nay." I should vote 
''yea" upon this proposition. 

Mr. PRITCHARD (when his name was called). I am paired 
with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. BLANCHARD]. If he were 
present, I should vote "yea." 

Mr. QUAY (\Yhen his name was called). I have a general pair 
with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN]. Not being aware 
how he would vote, I withhold my vote. If he were present, I 
should vote "nay." 

Mr. THURSTON (when his name was called). I have a gen­
eral pair with the junior Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TILL­
ML~]. If he were present, I should vote "yea." 

Mr. WALTHALL (when Mr. VooRHEEs's name was called). 
The senior Senator from Il'ldiana [Mr. VooRHEES] is paired on this 
question with the senior Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAM-
ERON]. . 

The roll call was concluded. 
Mr. BERRY. I desire to announce that my colleague fMr. 

JONES] is necessarily absent and is paired with the Senator from 
Maine [1\fr. HALE]. If my colleague were present, he would vote 
''yea." 

Mr. PASCO. My colleague [Mr. CALL] is absent from the city. 
He would vote "yea," if he were present. He is pah·ed with the 
Senator from Oregon [~Ir. McBRIDE]. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I have a standing pair with the senior 
Senator from Texas [Mr. 111ILLS]. He is not present, and I sug­
gest to the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. FAULKNER] that we 

·transfer our pairs so that the Senator from Texas [Mr. MILLs] 
will stand pah·ed with the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. 
ELKINS], and we will both vote. 

Mr. FAULKNER. That is perfectly agreeable to me. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I vote "yea." 
]\;lr. FAULKNER. I vote "nay." 
],:Ir. WARREN. I desire to announce the pair of my colleague 

[Mr. CLARK], who is absent from the city, with the junior Sena­
tor from MaJ"yland [Mr. Grnso.N]. 1\Iy colleague would vote 
" yea" if he were here. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon (after having voted in the affirma­
tive). I voted, but I have since ascertained that the senior Sena­
tor from Wisconsin [Mr. VILAS], with whom I am generally 
paired, is absent. I suggest to the senior Senator from Tennessee 
[l\Ir. HARRIS], who I understand is paired with the senior Sena­
tor from Vermontfl\fr. MORRILL], t~ap we transfer our p~irs. 

Mr. HARRIS. am perfectly Wilhng to · exchange pa1rs, al-
though I have the permission of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
MoRRILL] to vote. But I will exchange pairs with the Senator 
from Oregon. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oreo-on. Thank you. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I desire to announce the pair of my col­

league [Mr. CHANDLER] with the junior Senator from New York 
[Mr. MuRPHY]. My colleague is absent from the city. 

.Mr. HAWLEY. Both my colleague [Mr. PLATT] and I were in 
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Connecticut yesterday. We both started for Washington. I do 
not see him present, however. I should like to know from the 
Senator from South Dakota [Mr. KYLE] if he is sure that my col­
league would vote "nay." 

Mr. KYLE. I was so informed by the clerk of the Senator from 
Connecticut fMr. PLATT]. 

Mr. HA W:LEY. I have serious doubt--
Mr. KYLE. If there is doubt in regard to the matter-- . 
Mr. LODGE. I will state that the Senator from New Hamp-

shire [Mr. CHANDLER], who was called away from Washington, 
left with me a letter from the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. 
PLATT], in which he says: 

I would vote against the bond resolution. I suppose Mr. MURPHY would. 
Ther efore on that I ough t t o be paired with som e one else. I believe that I 
agreed with l'llr. ALLE ' when it w as last up to pair with Mr. KYLE. So p er­
haps Mr. KYLE would pair with me now that I am away. 

Mr. HILL. I desire to inquire whether the Senator from Main~ 
[Mr. FRYE l has voted? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. He is recorded in the affu·mative. 
:Mr. FRYE. My vote is recorded. 
Mr. HILL. I simply make the inquiry, because I understood 

the SenatGr from 1\faine had a pair with the· senior Senator from 
Maryland fMr. GoRMAN]. 

Mr. FRYE. I have a pair with the senior Senator from Mary­
land. 

Mr. HILL. I call the attention of the Senator from Maine to 
the fact that in a speech made the other day th€l senior Senator 
from Maryland said he was opposed to the resolution. That is all. 

Mr. FRYE. I did not notice the absence of the Senator from 
Maryland. . 

Mr. HILL. I m ake the suggestion, as the vote is so close. 
[Laughter.l 

Mr. FRYE (after having voted in the affirmative). I did !lot 
notice the absence of the senior Senator from Maryland. I with-
draw my vote. . 

The result was announced-yeas 51, nays 6; as follows: 

Allen, 
Allison, 
Bacon , 
Baker, 
Bat e, 
Ber ry, 
Black burn, 
Brown, 
Burrows, 
Butler, 
Carter, 
Chilton, 
Cockre~ 

Caffery, 
Faulkner, 

Cullom. 
Daniel, 
Davis, 
Dubois, 
Gallinger, 
Geor ge, 
H ansbrough, 
Harris, 
H awley, 
Irby, 
Jones, Nev. 
Lindsay, 
Lodge, 

Gray, 
Hill, 

YEAS-51. 
McBride, 
McMillan, 
Mant le 
Mitchell, Oreg. 
Nelson, 
Pasco, 
P effer, 
P erkins, 
Pettigrew, 
Pugh, 
Roach, 
Sewell, 
Sherman, 

NAYS---8. 
Mitchell, w~. 

NOT VOTING---32. 
Aldrich, Elkins, Jones,Ark. 
Blanchard, Frye, Kyle, 
Brice, Gear, Martin, 
Ca~ Gib on Mills, 
Cameron, Gor don, Mor~an, 
Cannon, Gor man, Morrill, 
Chandler, Hale, Murphy, 
Clark, Hoar, Platt, 

So the resolution as amended was agreed to. 

WIDOW OF THOMAS L. YOUNG. 

Shoup, 
Squire, 
Stewart, 
T eller, 
Tu.rpie, 
Vest, 
Walthall, 
Warren, 
Wetmore, 
White, 
Wilson, 
Wolcott. 

Palmer. 

Pritchard, 
Proctor, 
Quay, 
Smit h. 
Thurston, 
Tillman, 
Vilas, 
Vo01·hees. 

Mr. CULLOM. I wish to call up the conference report on the 
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill for disposition 
at this time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask the Senator from illinois if he will allow 
me to call up for passage a little bill which will take but a mo­
ment? 

:rtir. CULLOM. I yield for that pmpose, upon the Senator's 
assurance that it Will take no time and that there will be no dis­
cussion about it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask unanimous consent for the present con­
sideration of the bill (H. R. 1743) for the relief of the widow of 
Thomas L. Young. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which proposes to pay the 
claim of the widow of the late Thomas L. Young, who served as 
an enlisted man and officer of the Regular Army of the United 
States, and afterwards as captain of Benton Cadets, Missouri Vol­
unteers , and as major, lieu tenant-colonel, and colonel of the One 
hundred and eighteent h Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in the war of 
the rebellion, and appropriates not exceeding $478 as a balance or 
balances of wages earned by him and not heretofore paid to him 
or to his legal representatives. 

The bill was r eported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a thi1·d reading, read the third time. and passed. 

LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CHILTON. I hope the Senator from illinois will allow me 

to have a bill put on its passage which is of considerable impor­
tance. 

Mr. CULLOM. I am inclined to think the conference report, 
which will take but a few minutes, should be adopted. It has 
been lying on the tables of :::;enators all day, and, so far as I know, 
it is in the main satisfactory. I hope that I may be allowed to 
have it disposed of now. The Senator from Texas will have time 
afterwards for the consideration of his bill. I hope that we shall 
have immediate action on the conference report. I move that the 
Senate concur in the report of the committee of conference on the 
bill (H. R. 6248) making appropriations for the legislative, -execu­
tive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from illinois to concur in the report of the committee of 
conference, which has been heretofore read. 

The report was C-oncurred in. 
Mr. CULLOM. I now move that the Senate insist upon its 

amendments not yet agreed to by the House of Representatives 
and ask for a further conference on the disagreeing V{)tes of the 
two Houses thereon. · 

The motion was agreed to. 
By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was , authorized to 

appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate at the further con­
ference; and Mr. CULLOM, Mr. TELLER, and Mr. COCKRELL were 
appointed. 

DEl'I'TSON AND NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 
Mr. CHILTON. I ask unanimous consent for the present con­

sideration of the bill (S. 2488) to amend an act entitled "An act 
to authorize the Denison and Northern Railway Company to con­
struct and operate a railway through the Indian Tenitory, and 
for other purposes." This bill has received the favorable report 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs, and I am sure there is no 
opposition to it. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CHILTON. I move that the bill be amended by striking 
out, in line 8 of section 1, the words" three years" and inserting 
':two years from the approval of this act." 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Texas will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In section 1, line 8, before the word" years," 
it is proposed to strike out" three" and insert "two"; and after 
the word ·; years" to insert ''from the approval of this act"; so 
as to make the section read: 

That the provisions of section 9 of the act entitled "An-act to authorize the 
Denis an and Northern Railway Company to cons truct and operate a. railway 
through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes," approved July 30, 
1892, be, and the same h ere by are, extended for a further period of two years -
from the approval of this act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend­

ment was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 

the third time, and passed. 
RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent that we m!l.y now 
proceed with the Calendar for the remainder of this evening, con­
sidering unobjected House bills which have been favorably re­
ported, and dispose of them, so that they may become laws. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 
Mr. STEW ART. Let us go to the Calendar regularly. 
Mr. FRYE. The river and harbor bill ought to be proceeded 

with, for it is very important to get it passed. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senator from Missouri re-

state his request? . 
Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent that the Senate 

m ay now proceed, commencing where we last left off, with the 
consideration of unobjected House bil1s for the remainder of this 
evening. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 
Mr. DUBOIS. Will the Senator from Missouri not consent to 

going to the Calendar in regular order, and not simply proceed­
ing with the consideration of House bills? 

Mr. FRYE. I shall object to either request. I regard it as my 
duty to this great river and harbor appropriation bill to go on. 
with it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed. 
Mr. FRYE. There will be time enough for the consideration 

of bills on the Calendar after the appropriation bills are disposed 
of. 1 move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
river and harbor appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of 
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the Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R . 7977) 
making appropriations for the construction, repair, and preserva­
tion of certain public works on rivers and harbors, and for other 
purposes. 

The Secretary resumed the reading of the bill at line 17, on page 
46. The next amendment of the Committee on Commerce was, on 
page 46, after the word" improvement," at the end of line 20, to 
strike out "five hundred" and insert "two hundred and fifty"; 
so as to read~ 

Improving Delaware River, from Trenton to its mouth, Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey: Continuing improvement, $250.000. 

Mr. FRYE. That matter was particularly referred yesterday 
to the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEST] and the Senator from 
Delaware [Mr. GRAY] . I wouldinquirewhetheror not anything 
wa.s agreed to in relation to it? 

Mr. VEST. Yes, Mr. President. The amendment of the com­
mittee which has just been read will not be agreed to, so as to 
allow the amount to remain at $500,000. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
reported by the committee. 

The amendment was rejected. 
The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 

the Committee on Commerce was, in line 23, on page 46, after the 
word" Perriwig Bar," to insert: 

And $3.,000 shall. be expended in rebuilding and enlarging the dike on Gov­
ernment reservation at the junction of the Schuylkill and Delaware rivers, 
at Fort Mifflin : Provided, .That no part of said appropriation or of any appro­
priations heretofore made shall be expended upon the building of a dike be­
tween Reedy Island and LL~ons Point until a board of. three engin~r offi.cez:s, 
to ba appointed by the Secre~·y of ~ar, sh~ CO!l@dex: th~ pr0J.ect of Said 
dike with reference topreservmgand unprovmg thenaVIgat10n of the Appo­
quinimink River and Black Bird Creek, and the riparian rights and facilities 
of the Delaware shore. 

Mr. VEST. In line 1 of the amendment, on page 47, after the 
words "Fort Mifflin," I move to insert the amendment which I 
send to the desk. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Missouri to the amendment of the committee will 
be stated. 

The SECRETA.RY. After the word.,_" Fort Mifilin/' in line 1, on 
page 47, it is proposed to insert: 
PrO'Vid~d. That so muc.h of said sum of $500,000 as sha;J.l be ne<:essary may, 

in the discretion of the Secretary of War, be expended m dredgmg the c.han­
nel through Dam Baker Shoal to the depth of 20 feet at low water. 

The amendment to the amendment was ~<YI"eed to. 
:Mr. QUAY. Mr. President--
Mr. VEST. The Senator will permit me to get through with 

the amendments which I wish to propose. 
Mr. QUAY. Very well. 
Mr. VEST. After the amendment to the amendment which 

has just been adopted, before the word ''Provided.'' I move to 
insert the word "And"; and after the word "Provided" to insert 
''jurthe1·." 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be stated. 
The SECRETARY. On page 47, line 1, before the word'' Prm"ided," 

it is proposed to insert the word "And"; and after the word "Pro­
vided" to insert "further"; so as to read: 

.And prO'Vided further, That no part of said appropriation, etc. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. VEST. I now move the amendment which I send to the 

desk in the subsequent part of the clause. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment to the amendment 

will be stated. . 
The SECRETARY. In line 4, on page 47, after the word "point," 

it is proposed to strike out '' until " and insert " but "; after the 
word " consider," in line 6, to insert ''and report through the Sec­
l'etary of War to next session of Congress as to''; and in line 9, 
after the word " shore:' to insert 11 as well as to deepening the 
main channel of said river.'' 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
1\lr. QOAY. Mr. Presiden_t,_the und~r~tandin_g is that if that 

amendment is adopted the ongmal prov1s1on as 1t came from the 
House shall be restored. 

Mr. FRYE. That has been done. 
Mr. QUAY. Was that done by the amendment proposed by 

the Senatm· from Missouri? 
Mr. FRYE. Yes; that was done. 
Mr. QUAY. It is all right then. 
Mr. FRYE. Now, let the Secretary read the amendment as 

amended. 
Mr. QUAY. I should like to hear the clause read as it stands. 
Mr. FRYE. That is what I ask; that the whole clause about 

the Delaware River be read as amended. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
Improving Delaware River, from Trenton to its mou_th, ~ennsylvania and 

New Jersey: Continuing improvement, 5500,000, of V?"hl:ch $5,000 shall be ex­
pended in the improvement of the channelo:ver PerriWlg Bar, and$3,trosha.ll 
be expended in rebuilding and enlarging the dike, on Government reserva-

tion, at the junction of the Schuylkill and Delaware rivers, at Fort Miffiin.:­
Prot,ided, That so much of said sum of $500,000 as shall be necessary may, in 
the discretion o.f the Secretary of War, be ex-pended in dredging the channel 
through Dam Baker shoal to the depth of 26 feet at low water: And provided 
furthe1', Tbat no part of said appropriation or of any appropriations hereto­
fore made shall he expended upon the building of a dike between Reedy 
Island and Listons Point. but a board of three engineer officers, to be appointed 
by t.he Secretary of War, shall consider and report through the Secretary of 
War to next session of Congress as to the project of said dike with reference 
to pr esexving and improving the navigation of the Appoquinimink Rive1· and 
Black Bird Creek, and the riparian rights and facilities of the Delaware shore, 
as well as to deepening the main channel of said river. 

Mr. FRYE. That is right. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 

of the committee as amended. 
The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 

the Committee on Commerce was, on page 48, line 18, after the 
word "dollars, •: to insert: 

P rot-ided, That the additional sum of $25,00o ma.y be expended in the dis­
cretion of the Secr etary of War for such dredging as may be neces ary for 
the maintenance of channels from the mouths of the Appoqninimink River 
and Blackbird Creek to the channel of the Delaware River through the dike 
now being constructed from Reedy Island to Liston Point for the improve­
ment of the Delaware. 

So as to make the clause read: 
Improving Appoquinimink River, Delaware: Continuing improvement, 

$.5,00\)-: Provided, Th:l.."l the additional sum of '%,000 may be expended in the 
discretion of the Secretary of War for such dredging as may be nece sary 
for the maintenance of channels from the mouths of the Appoquinimink 
River and Blackbird Creek to the channel of the Delaware River through 
the dike now being constructed from Reedy Island to Liston Point for the 
improvement of the Delaware. 

Mr. VEST. I suggest to the chairman of the commjttee that, 
in view of the amendments which have been made on pages 46. 
an.d 47, the amendment printed in italics on page 48, beginning 
in line 18 and ending with line 25, which has just been read, is 
nn•ecessary and should be disagreed to. 

Mr. FRYE. Yes, that amendment should be dis~<YI"eed to. 
The amendment was rejected. 
The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 

the Committee on Commerce was, on page 49, line 10, after the 
words" United States," to insert: 

But the right of way over anyra.ilroad or through any railroad or county 
bridge shall not be subject to this proviso, and may be secured by condemna­
tion proceedings. 

So as to make the clause read: 
Improving theinl:md waterway from Chincoteague Bay, Virginia_ to Del· 

aware Bay, at m· near Lewes, Del., to be used from Delaware Bay to Indian 
River: Continuing improvement, $25,000: Provided, That no part of this ap­
propriation shall be expended until the right of way is secured without cost 
to the United States but the right of way over any railroad or through any 
railroad or county bridge shall not be subject to this proviso, and may be 
secured by condemnation proceedings. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 50, line 3, after the words 

"Pocomoke River," to strike out "Continuing improvement~' 
and insert'' Maryland, below Snow Hill, in accordance with report 
submitted February 25, 1895, five thousand"; so as to make the 
cia use read: 

Improving Pocomoke River, Maryland, below Snow Hill, in accordanC3 
with report submitted February 25, 189-S, $5,000 . 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 50, line 10, after the word 

''maintenance," to strike out •• from main ship ehannel to Curtis 
Bay ' ; so as to make the clause read: 

Improving Patapsco River and channel to Baltimore: For maintenance, 
$50,0W. ' 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 50, line 14, after the word 

"submitted," to strike out" by Jflaj. William F. Smith. in House 
Executive Document No. 323, Fifty-third Congress, third ses­
sion," and insert" February H ., 1895"; so as. to make the clause 
read: 

ImprovingNanticokeRiver,Delawareand Maryla.nd: Continuing improve­
ment, in accordance with report and plan submitted February 14,1895,$3,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 50, line 20, before the word 

"thousand," to insert u and twenty-five"; and in the same line, 
after the word "dollars," to insert: 

Provided, That for carrying on said improvement the rental of an office in 
the city of Washington., D. G.,at a rate not to exceed $85 per month, is hereby 
authorized when no public bui1cling is available, to be paid for pro rata from 
the appropriations made for works of improvement in the local charge of the 
engineer officer having charge of the improvement of the Potomac River. 

So as to make the clause read: 
Improving Potoma.a River, Washington, D. C.: Continuing improvement. 

$125,000: Provided, That for carrying on said improvement the rental of an 
office in the city of Washington, D. C. at a rate not to exceed SS5 per month. 
is hereby authorized when no public building is available, to be vaid for pro 
rata from the appropriations made for works of improvement lll the lOCal 
charge of the engineer officer having charge of the improvement of th& 
P otomac River. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should liketoasktheSenatorfrom Mainewhatr 
necessity there is for this proviso? · 
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Mr. FRYE. A room is absolutely necessary for the use of the 

engineer who is in charge of the work, and by the act of March, 
1877, the renting of any building in the District of Columbia. for 
Government purposes was forbidden unless expressly authorized 
by Congress. The renting of an office by the officer in charge of 
the Potomac River improvement and other river and harbor work 
is absolutely necessary, as there is no room for that purpose in 
any Government building. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to see a bill pass Congress that did 
not in some manner carry some benefit to the Washington rea.l 
estate syndicate. This engineer, or the engineers, as the case may 
be, must have some habitation at the present time, some place to 
transact the public business. What is there in the discharge of 
the duties under this law that they can not dlscharge those duties 
as well in the offices they now occupy, or the rooms they now 
occupy, as to rent additional quarters in this city at the expense 
of the Government at S85 a month? 

Mr. FRYE. I will simply say that the Engineer Department 
reported to the committee that there was no room for this pur­
pose at all, and that it was absolutely necessary to have one, and 
the best they could do was probably to rent quarters at $85 a 
month. The committee accepted their judgment in relation to it 
and inserted the item in the bill. 

Mr. ALLEN. I do not know that I ought to antagonize this 
any further or consume any time in antagonizing it further. I 
should antagonize it and vote against it if my vote were of any 
avail; but we have an engineer corps here, and the expenditure of 
this money and this work is to be done under the supervision of 
the Secretary of War. The officers who will have charge of this 
work have quarters in the city now, where they have their plans, 
their papers, their instruments, and whatever may be necessary 
in the discharge of their duties. Why does it become necessary 
under these circumstances, when this bill does not impose upon 
them extraordinary duties, that the hands of the owners of pri­
vate property~ this city should be shoved into the Treasury, and' 
$85 a month of the people's money taken to rent a room, or a few 
rooms, for the accommodation of these engineers? Certainly it is 
the part of wisdom, if we have not public buildings enough here 
to build them, and to build them without delay, so that we shall 
not be compelled to go from time to time throughout this entire 
city and rent buildings and pay out the public money in that way 
whenever there is an appropriation bill which may pass Congress, 
and by that means give the syndicate which controls prices here a 
J>ercentage of the appropriations made. 

I appeal to the honorable Senator from :Maine, who I know to 
be a just and honorable man, not to insist upon this provision. 
Let the duties that may be imposed upon these engineers be dis­
charged from the rooms they now occupy or from other rooms 
that may be furnished them without charge to the Government 
in some one of the numerous public buildings in this city. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator himself must understand that in this 
matter of improving the Potomac River it is absolutely necessary 
for the engineer in charge to have rooms. All of the various small 
machinery that he is obliged to use, the tools the men are obliged 
to use; and everything of that kind, must be housed somewhere. 
That can not be done up in the War Department; they can not 
give way up there. General Craighill said this was an absolute 
necessity for the service and to take care of the property which 
would be used, and I have no doubt it is so. I think it is entirely 
fair that the provision should be in the bill. 

Mr. ALLEN. Thetroublewith thepositionof theSenatorfrom 
Maine is ~imply this: The engineer or engineers, as the case may 
be, who are to take charge of this work have rooms somewhere 
to-day, have they not? 

Mr. FRYE. No. 
Mr. ALLEN. Certainly they are not out in tents or in pasture. 
Mr. FRYE. The engineer has a house. 
Mr. ALLEN. Yes; and he has an office where he discharges 

the duties which are imposed upon him by virtue of his relations 
to the Government. 

Mr. FRYE. No; I do not think he has any place now. 
Mr. ALLEN. Does the Senator from Maine mean to say that 

there are public officers in the service of this Government who are 
running around upon the streets, without offices where they can 
discharge the duties imposed upon them, or like Arabs, living in 
tents, or who are turned out to grass? Certainly there must be 
some place, and is some place of this kind, some rooms that these 
officers occupy. There must be some place or some rooms where 
their instruments and papers are stored. Why can not those 
rooms be used to-day? Why can not they be used when this en­
gineer and his men go to work under the requirements of this bill 
just as well as they can be used to-day? 

Of course, it is popular to squander the public money. This is 
simply a little item of $80 a month, but it is one of the items 
which, when added to the other hundreds of thousands of dollars 
that are expended in this way, inerease the burdens materially 
upon the people in the form of taxation. 

Mr. VEST. If the Senator will permit me, the statement made 
to our committGe was that this officer carries his papers up to his 
dwelling house or boarding house (I do not know whether he has 
any family or not), and the necessary machinery, etc., has been 
kept down at the wharf under a shed. He is on a small salary, 
and it is not worthy of the Government to leave its officers in 
such a position. I am very sorry my friend has seized upon this 
particular point to make an attack. 

Mr. ALLEN. I can find numerous points of attack. The truth 
is they are so numerous that no man can attack them. That 
is the trouble. If any half dozen men in the Senate Chamber 
would devote their entire time to looking up leakages, great and 
sma,n, that occur here from session to session, they could not keep 
track of all of them. I speak of this item because it is apparent 
upon the face of the bill, and because it is apparent to me, at least, 
that it is one of the items that should not pass here. 

Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator from Nebraska allow me to 
interrupt him? 

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 
Mr. SEWELL. I suggest to the Senator that there is an office, 

a house, that has been rented for years for the use of this officer, 
and· it is put in the appropriation bill every yeru.· in order to dis­
tin~uish the rent of the office from the dredging on the river, and 
he IS given authority in this way to charge up his account under 
different appropriations. 

Mr. ALLEN. I did not hear the Senator f1·om New Jersey, but 
I infer that he said there was an office provided for this officer. 

Mr. FRYE. Which has to be hired every year. 
Mr. ALLEN. Which has to be hired every year? 
:Mr. FRYE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. ALLEN. Then I infer that every time an appropriation is 

made by Congress to improve the Potomac River that moment we 
begin renting quarters for the engineer and his instruments and 
his men at $80 per month or more, and the moment the money has 
been expended that moment he is either turned out-of-doors and 
required to find quarters for himself for the transaction of busi­
ness or to carry his office around in his hat, as has been suggested 
by the Senator from Missouri. I do not believe in this appropria­
tion. It is true it is a small amount, only S900, it is said; but if 
you will take the numerous sums of $900 and $1,000 of the people's 
money that are appropriated in this form and absolutely wasted 
you will find that they amount to hundreds of thousands if not 

· millions of dollars in the course of a Congress, and where there is 
an opportunity to lop off these little unnecessary expen.ses, why 
not do it? 

.Mr. President, no business man in this country could conduct 
his business successfully two years upon the principles upon which 
this Government is being run. Any business man upon the face 
of the earth, starting with a capital of 81,000,000, would become 
absolutely bankrupt and a subject of public charity within two 
years if be conducted his business upon the principles on which 
we conduct the public business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CULLOM in the chair). The 
question is on agreeing to the amendment of the committee. 

The amendment was agreed .to. 
The reading of the bill was resumed and continued to line 24, 

on page 51. 
Mr. DANIEL. I beg leave to propose an amendment to come 

in after line 24, on page 51. 
Mr. FRYE. The committ-ee amendments are to be first acted 

upon. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the 

committee amendments are to be first acted on. 
Mr. DANIEL. Very well. 
The reading of the bill was r esumed. The next amendment 

of the Committee on Commerce was, on page 52, line 8, after the 
word" with," to strike out "approved project for the improve­
ment thereof" and insert "report submitted in the Annual Re­
port of the Chief of Engineers for 1895 ";so as to make the clause 
read: 
Improvin~ Nandua (historically known as Andura) Creek, Virginia, in ac­

cordance With report submitted in the Annual Report of the Chief of Engi­
neers for 1895, $3,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 52, line 13, to increase the 

appropriation for protecting Jamestown Island from the encroach­
ments of James River from 86,000 to $15,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 52, after line 21, to strike out: 
Improvin~ Cheat River, West Virginia: Continuing improvement in ac­

cordance With recommendations of Maj . R. L. Hoxie, submitted July 10, 1895, 
~.ooo. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 53, line 4, before the word 

"thousand," to strike out" twenty" and insert" thirty"; in the 
same line, after the word " -dollars," to insert" $10,000 of which 
may be used for the location and purchase of sites for the dams 
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within said improvement"; in line 7, after the words" Secretary 
of War," to strike out: 

At such time as the United States shall become the owner, by condemnation 
or otherwise, of the dams on the Monongahela River belonging to the Monon­
gahela River Navigation Company, in Pennsylvania. 

And in line 15, before the word " dollars," to insert "two hun­
dred thousand"; so as to make the clause read: 

Improving the. upper Monongahela River, West Virginia: Continuing im­
provements, $30,000, $10,000 of wbich may be used for the location and pur­
chase of sites for the dams within said improvement; and the Secretary of 
War may place the construction of the six dams heretofore recommended 
and reported by the United States engineers on the Monongahela River, in 
the State of West Virginia, under contract at a sum not exceeding $1,200,000, 
to be paid for as appropriations may from time to time be made by law. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 53, line 21, to increase the 

appropriation for improving Cape Fear River, North Carolina, 
· above Wilmington, from $4,000 to $5,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 53, line 21, to increase the 

appropriation for improving Cape Fear River, North Carolina, at 
and belo-.r Wilmington, from $100,000 to $195,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 54, line 2, to increase the 

appropriation for improving Neuse River, North Carolina, from 
$5,000 to $7,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 54, line 4, to increase the 

appropriation for improving Pamlico and Tar rivers, North Caro­
lina, from $2,500 to $5,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 54, after line 9, to insert: 

Improving Roanoke River, North Carolina: Continuing improvement, 
$12,00). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 56, line 19, after the word 

"River," to strike out "For completion" and insert "Continuing 
improvement"; so as to make the clause read: 

Improving Apalachicola River, Florida, including the cut-off and Lower 
Chipoln. River: Continuing improvement, $5,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 57, line 11, before the words 

"Terraceia Bay," to strike out "in" and insert "into." 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 57, line 18, before the word 

"bay," to st1·ike out "Sarasoto" and insert "Sarasota"; and in 
line 19, before the word "Florida," to insert "from Tampa Bay 
to Caseys Pass"; so as to make the clause read: 

1m _Proving Sarasota Bay, from Tampa Bay to Ca.seys Pass, Florida: Con­
tinumg improvement, $2,500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 58, line 1, after the word 

"with," to strike out "latest approved project for its improve­
ment, twenty-five" and insert "project submitted February 27, 
1895, two hundred"; so as to make the clause read: 
Improvin~ St. Johns River, Florida, from Jacksonville to the ocean, in ac-

cordance with project submitted February 27, 1895, $200,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was continued to line 18, on page 58. 
Mr. PUGH. I desire to offer several amendments to the bill 

on page 58, relative to the improvements on the Warrior and Tom­
higbee rivers. Is it proper for me now to offer the amendments? 

Mr. FRYE. Is it in relation to a diversion of a part of the ap­
propriation? 

Mr. PUGH. Yes; merely the distribution. Here are the 
amendments. They do not increase the appropriation. 

Mr. VEST. It is all right. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the chairman of the Com­

miteee on Commerce agree that the amendments shall be offered 
now? 

Mr. FRYE. I think they might as well come in now. It is 
merely a change in the language making the distribution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendments will be accepted 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. PUGH. They will be accepted by the committee. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first amendment submitted 

by the Senator from Alabama will be stated. 
The SECRETARY. In line 8, page 58, before the word'' thousand," 

strike out "forty" and insert "ten;" so as to read: 
Improving Black Warrior River, Alabama, from Tuscaloosa to Daniels 

Creek: Continuing improvement, $10,000. · 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next amendment submitted 

by the Senator from Alabama will be stated. 
The SECRETARY. In line 12, after the words "one hundred 

and," strike out ''fifteen" and insert ''forty-five;" so as to read: 
Improving Warrior and Tombi~bee rivers, Alabama, from mouth of Tom­

higbee River to Tuscaloosa: Contmuing improvement, $H5,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next amendment submitted 
by the Senator from Alabama will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In line 14, before the word" thousand," strike 
out'-' forty" and insert" seventy"; so as to make the clause read: 

Of whic~ $75,_000 are to be expended. on the Tombigbee River and $70,000 on 
the Warrior River, and so much of said sums as may be necessary is author­
ized to be expended in acquiring, by purchase or condemnation, under the 
laws of Alabama, the lands needed in making such improvements. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. FRYE. That leaves the amount as-originally appropriated. 
Mr. PUGH. It is the same. 
Mr. FRYE. It is only a change in its application. 
Mr.-PUGH. It distributes it below Tuscaloosa, on the same 

river. 
The 1·eading of the bill was resumed and continued 'to line 3, on 

page 60. 
Mr. WALTHALL. I ask the chairman of the committee 

whether it would be agreeable to him to have an amendment in­
serted at this point, or shall I wait? I want to change the name 
of Shubuta. 

:Mr. FRYE. Let it be made now. It is only a change of title. 
Mr. WALTHALL. On page 60, line 2, I move to strike out 

"Shubuta" and insert "Bucatana"; so as to read: 
Improving Chickasahay River, Mississippi, from th e mouth up to railroad 

bridge ooar Bucatana:. Continuing improvement, $2,000. · 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 

the Committee on Commerce was, on page 60, line 8, after the 
word'' of," to strike out" completing" and insert "continuing"· 
and in line 10, after the word "upon," to strike out: ' 

In addition to expending the balance on hand, contracts may be entered 
into by the Secretary of War for such materials and work as may be neces­
sary to complete the same, or said materials may be purchased and work 
may be done otherwise than by contract, to be paid for as appropriations may 
from time to time be made by law, not to exceed in the aggregate $800 000. 

.exclusive of the amount heretofore appropriated. ' ' 

And insert "the balance on hand may be expended"; so as to 
make the clause read: 

Improving mouth of Yazoo River and harbor of Vicksburg, Miss.: For the 
purpose of continuing the project of improvement as heretofore adopted 
and entered upon, the balance on hand may be expended. 

Mr. WALTHALL. Mr. President, I hope the Senate will dis­
agree to the amendment reported by the committee. Day before 
yesterday the chairman of the committee informed us that there 
were about thirty continuing contract clause in the bill as it came 
to us from the other House. · The report of the committee shows 
that of these three were stricken out by the Senate committee. 
One is Savannah Harbor, Georgia, 81,093,950; another Sabine 
Pass, Texas, $1,403,856, and another Yazoo River and harbor at 
Vicksburg, $860,000. The last named carries the smallest appro­
priation of the three. Day before yesterday the other two were 
restored by a vote of the Senate, and I trust that this one will 
now be restored. It is substantially upon the same footing, and 
is, I believe, a project about as meritorious as there is in the bill. 

I will submit a brief statement of the objects of the project and 
the reason why I do not think the Senate should sustain the com­
mittee in striking out the provision. The objects are twofold, 
both extremely important, one affecting the city of Vicksburg, 
which is the principal city in my State, the other affecting the 
great Yazoo delta, which is, I believe, about the richest spot of 
earth to be found upon the globe. 

The city of Vicksburg, upon the east bank of the Mississippi 
River, stands on the first highlands below the Chickasaw Bluffs at 
Memphis, a distance of about 400 miles as the river runs. Up to 
1876 the river in front of the city of Vicksburg ttuned abruptly 
northward and then southward, making a loop of about 8 miles 
around, with a n arrow strip of land at the neck of the loop not 
more than half a mile in width. In 1876 the Mississippi River, 
which is always capricious, and very often unmanageable, forced 
its way through that nalTOW neck of land, destroyed the great 
interior harbor at Vicksburo-, and left the city standing on a body 
of sluggish water, to which the name of Lake Centennial has since 
been given. 

The object of this provision is to restore that harbor in connec­
tion with anothEor purpose, which I will undertake briefly to ex­
plain. The Yazoo delta comprises about 6,000 square miles. 

Mr. GEORGE. Six thousand eight hundred. 
Mr. WALTHALL. Six thousand eight hundred, my colleague 

says, including about 2,000,000 acres of the very finest land in the 
world. It includes all the territory between Vicksburg and Mem­
phis, between the Mississippi River on the west and the range of 
highlands that makes a great curve out eastward in the vicinity 
of Memphis and then, returning toward the river, reaches the river 
at Vicksburg. That very fertile section is drained by the Yazoo 
River and a number of tributaries, I think about 800 miles of 
navigable waters, if I mistake not. 

Mr. GEORGE. Eight hundred miles now absolutely navigable. 
Mr. WALTHALL. This river and its tributaries afford the 
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only protection that the people have in that part of the country 
against the exorbitant demands for freight, which are exacted by 
the railroad companies. The freights for that section amount to 
millions in money and hundreds of thousands in tons. It _ hap­
pens that at low water, at the point where the Yazoo River runs 
into the Mississippi River, just above Vicksburg, the stream is so 
shallow that boats can not enter, whereas if they could enter they 
would find abundant water navigable for hundreds of miles up 
toward the source of that stream. 

The object of the provision in addition to what I have already 
stated with reference to Vicksburg Harbor is to divert the Yazoo 
River near its mouth southward and conduct it into Lake Cen­
tennial by natural means supplemented by artificial means and 
thus at once to restore that great harbor and afford navigation 
on the Yazoo at all stages of water. . 

The engineer officers of the Government have pronounced the 
scheme entirely feasible. The Government is committed to it. 
The work is now progressing. The engineer officers say that the 
work can be completed at a cost of $1,200,000 provided the work 
be continuous, but if the appropriations are small and fragmen­
tary it will very largely increase the cost. The work is now pro­
gressing and a very considerable sum of money has already been 
expended upon it. Eight hundred and sixty thousand dollars is 
necessary to complete the work entirely. The House provided for 
that, and the Senate committee propose to strike out the provi­
sion. I trust it may not be done. I think it ought not to be done 
upon every consideration of economy and justice. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, I am compelled to admit that there 
is no more reason for repealing the continuing contract clause in 
this case than there was in the case of Sabine Pass and Savannah 
Harbor. The Senate restored the House provisions in those two 
cases, and I certainly am not in condition to contest the case which 
has just been presented. 

Mr. GEORGE. I do not wish to supplement the remarks made 
by my colleague (Mr. W ALTHA.LL] except to say that the chair­
man of the committee was generous enough to about admit that 
the committee is out of court. Therefore I hope that the bill 
will be allowed to stand as it came from the House of Representa­
tives. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment reported by the Committee on Commerce. 

The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. FRYE. The Senate now having restored these continuing 

contract clauses, we shall be in the happy condition of conferring 
in relation to Senate amendments alone. 

The reading of the bill wa~ resumed.. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Commerce was, on page 60, after line 18, to 
insert: 

Improving Bayou Lafourche, Louisiana: Continuing improvement, $25,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 61, after line 4, to insert: 

Improving Bayou Courtableau, by removing raft in same, $2,500, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 61, line 10, after the word 

"improvement," to strike out " according to the plan of Capt. 
J. H. Willard, Corps of Engineers, United States Army, seventy­
five" and insert "one hundred"; so as to make the clause read: 

Improving Red River , Louisiana and Arkansas, from Fulton, Ark., to the 
Atchafalaya River: Continuing improvement, $100,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 61, line 16, before the word 

"thousand," to strike out "one hundred and ten" and insert 
"seventy-five"; and in line 17, after the word" dollars," to insert: 

Of which amount $10,000 may be applied to the improvement of Pigeon 
Bayous and Grand River: P1·ovided , 'l'hat contracts may be entered into by 
the Secretary of War for such materials and work as may be necessary to 
complete the present project of improvement, to bo paid for as appropria­
tions may from time to time be made by law, not to exceed in the aggregate 
$1,173,250, exclusive of the amount herein and heretofore appropriated. 

So as to make the clause read: 
Improving Bayou Plaquemine, L ouisiana: Continuing improvement, $75,-

000, of which amount $10,000 may be applied to the improvement of Pigeon 
Bayous and Grand River, etc. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 62, line 8, to increase the 

appropriation for improving Bayou Teche, Louisiana, from 56,000 
to 810,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 62, after line 16, to insert: 
Improving Brazos River, Texas, from Richmond souther"tr, by removal of 

snags and overhanging trees, as recommended by report of February 14,1895, 
$5,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 64, after line 22, to strike 
out: 

Improving Cumberland River, Kentucky and Tennessee: Continuing _im­
provement, between the State of Tennessee and the town of Burnside, $:!0, -
000, to be expended in p urchasing sites for locks and dams 21 and 2'.2, and in 
laying masonry for dams 21 and ~-

T he amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 65, line 7, after the word 

"for," to strike out" the completion of" and insert" continuing 
work on"; so as to make the clause read: 

Improving Cu~berland River below Nashville, Tenn.: Continuing im­
provement, $80,0001 of which sum shall be expended as much as may be nec­
essary for continumg wo:rk on the lock and dam near the mouth of Harpeth 
River. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendm ent was, on page 65, line 12, after the word 

"Nashville ," to insert "or the necessary m aterial may be pur­
cha ed and the work done otherwise than by contract"; so as to 
mal:e the clause rea-d: 

Improving Cumberland River above NashVille, Tenn.: Continuing improve­
ment: The Secretary of War may enter into contracts for t he completion of 
the whole or any part of locks Nos. 5, 6, and 7, above Nil.shville, or the neces­
sary Illl!.terial may be purchased and the work done otherwise than by con­
tract. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 65, line 21, to increase the 

appropriat ion for improving Tennessee River below Chattanooga, 
Tenn., from $50,000 to S200,000. 

The amendment was agTeed to. 
l\fr. BATE. On page 66, after line 6, I move ·to insert--
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senator from Tennessee 

aware of the order that individual amendments are not to be con­
sidered on this reading of the bill except by unanimous consent? 
Committee amendments are first to be disposed of. 

Mr. BATE. I do not ask unanimous consent, but I presented 
the amendment to the committee, and it took no action upon it. 

Mr. BERRY. The Senator from Tennessee will have an op­
portunity later. 

Mr. FRYE. There will be ample time, after we have gone 
through with the reading of the bill, for the Senator from Ten­
nessee to offer his amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Tennessee 
will have an opportunity to offer the amendment after the com­
mittee amendments are disposed of. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Commerce was, on page 66, line 16, after the 
word" appropriated," to insert: 

Provided, That of the amount authorized to be expended 883,000, or so 
mach thereof as may be necessary, may be expended, in addition to the 
$50,000 herein appropriated, in continuing construction and completion of 
Lock and Dam No.7, by contract or otherwise. 

So as to make the clause read: 
Improving Kentucky River, Kentucky: Continuing improvement, $50,000: 

P1·omded, That contracts may be entered into by the Secretary of War for 
such mater ials and work as may be necessary to complete the present proj­
ect of improvement, to be paid for as appropriations may from time to time 
be made by law, not exceeding in the aggregate ·1,349 000, exclusive of the 
amount herein appropriated: Provided, That of the amount authorized to 
be expended, etc. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 67, line 13, after the word 

" _improvement," to strike out: 
For Lock No. 5, according to r eport and recommendation of Maj. D. W. 

ts~r~wood. C'.,orps of Engineers, United States Army, submitted August ll, 

And insert" of Lock No.5"; so as to make the clause read: 
lml>roving Green River, Kentucky, about the mouth of Big Barren River: 

Continuing improvement of Lock No.5, $20,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 68, line 7, after the word 

"the," to strike out "approved project for the completion thereof, 
$10,000," and insert: . 

Project submitted February 3, 1898,$30,000, $20,000 of which, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, may be used for the purchase of the sit€'s for 
Dams Nos. 3, 4, and 5; and if said sum shall not be sufficient, then the Secre­
tary of War may use so much of the moneys heretofore appropriated for 
Dam No.6 as shall be r equisite. 

So as to make the clause read: 
Improving Ohio River, by the construction of Dams Nos. 2, 3, 4. and 5, be­

tween Davis Island Dam and Dam No.6, in accordance with the project sub-
mitted February 3,1896, etc. -

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 70, under the heading for 

improving the Ohio River, Ohio and West Virginia, to increase 
the appropriation for the improvement and continuance of the 
work on the harbor at Brooklyn, Ill., fl'Om $5,000 to $10,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was, on page 71, line 4~ after the word 
"submitted," to strike out "by Col. G. J. Lydecker, November 
30," and insert "December 7 "; and in line 5. after the word 
"ninety-five," to strike out "in House Document No. 72, Fifty­
fourth Congress, first session"; so as to make the clause read: 

Improving Belle River, Michigan, in accordance with plans submitted De­
cember 7,1895, $5,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 71, line 9, after the word 

"submitted," to strike out "by Col. G. J. Lydecker, November 
30," and insert "December 7"; and in line 10, after the word 
"ninety-five," to strike out "in House Document No. 71, Fifty­
fourth Congress, first session''; so as to make the clause read: 

Improving Sebewaing River, Michigan, in accordance with plans submitted 
December 7,1895, $5,000. . 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 71, line 14, after the word 

"submitted," to strike out "by Col. G. J. Lydecker "; and in line 
15, after the word "ninety-five," to strike out "in House Docu­
ment No. 73, Fifty-fourth Congress, fu·st session"; so as to make 
the clause 1·ead: 

Improving Pine River, Michigan, in accordance with report submitted De-
cember 7, 1895, $5,000. . 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 72, line 23, after the word 

"with," to strike out: 
Plans submitted by Col. U. J. Lydecker in House Document No. 192, Fifty­

fourth Congress, first session_ 

And insert "the altei'llative project submitted January 28, 
1896 " ; so as to make the clause read: 

Improving Kalamazoo River, Michigan, from Lake Michigan to Saugatuck, 
in accordance with the alternative project submitted January 28, 1896,$5,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 73, line 18, after the word 

" sufficient," to strike out "is hereby appropriated and"; so as to 
make the clause read: 

Improving Menominee River Wisconsin and Michigan: Continuing im­
provement, $15,000, of which said sum an amount sufficient shall be used. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 74, line 10, before the word 

"thousand," to stri~e out" ten" and insert" fifteen"; and in the 
same line, after the word" dollars," to insert: 

Of which sum $10,000, or so much thereof n.s may be necessary, shall be 
used in improving the harbor and water front of Stillwater, Minn., so as to 
render it accessible to steamboats and other craft navigating said river. 

So as to make the clause read: 
Improving St. Croix River, Wisconsin and Minnesota: Continuing improve­

m ent, $15,000, of which sum SlO,OOO, or so much thereof as may: be n ecessary, 
shall be used in improving the barbor and water front of Stillwater, Minn., 
so as to render it accessible to steamboats and other craft navigatmg said 
river. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 74, after line 11, to strike 

out: 
Improving Red River of the North, Minnesota: Continuing improvement, 

$12.000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 74, after line 13, to insert: 

Improving Red River of the North, Minnesota, and its tributaries: Contin­
uing improvement, $20,000, of which sum -,ooo, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, shalll?e used in improving the naviga.tion of the Red Lake_ River, 
between Thief River Falls a11d Red Lake, according to the plan of MaJ. W. A. 
Jones in his report of February 26, 1895. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 75, line 6, after the word 

"dollars," to strike out: 
Provided That the expenditure of said money shall be made upon said river, 

from the mouth thereof to the forks in said river. 

And insert: 
And so much thereof a.s may be necessary may be used for dredging to a 

depth of 20 feet between the mouth of the river and a point 2 miles south­
ward. 

So as to make the clause read: 
Improving Calumet River, Illinois: Continuing impi·ove~ent, $50,000, and 

so much thereof as may be necessary may be used for dredgmg to a depth of 
20 feet between the mouth of the river and a point 2 miles southward. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 75, line 16, after the word 

"dollars," to insert" and for acquiring right of way, including 
necessary sm·veys, 20,000"; in line 18, after the word "for," to 
insert "the whole or any part of"; in line 21, after the word 
"Canal," to insert" or the said materials may be purchased and 

the work done otherwise than by contract"; and in line 23, after 
the word "necessary," to strike out "therefor" and insert "for 
the said canal"; so as to make the clause read: 

For the construction of the Illinois and Mississippi Canal: Continuing con· 
struction, ~i,OOO, and for acquiring right of way, including necessary surveys, 
$:..?(),000: ProtJ'ided, That the Secretary of War may enter into contracts for 
the whole or any part of such material and work as may bo n ecessary to com­
plete the present project of said illinois and Mississippi Canal, or the said ma-­
terials may be _purchn.sed and the work done otherwise than by contract; and 
to acquire such further right of way as may be necessary for the said canal, 
to be paid for as appropriations may from time to time be made by law, not 
to exceed in the a~gregate $5,710,900, exclusive of the amount herein and 
heretofore appropnated. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was continued to the end of line 24, on 

page 77. 
Mr. NELSON. I move to strike out the word "to," in line 23, 

and insert the word" and." It is to correct a mistake. 
The SECRETARY. In line 23, page 77, it is proposed to strike out 

the word" to" and insert "and"; so as to make the clause read: 
Improving the Mississippi River between the Chicago, St. Paul, Minne­

apolis and Omaha Railroad bridge at St. Paul, and the Washington avenue 
bridge at Minne..'l.polis: Continuing improvement, $100,000. 

1\ir. FRYE. I have no objection to the amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 

the Committee on Commerce was, on page 78, line 2, before the 
word "hundred," to strike out "three" and insert" four"; in line 
5, before the word "hundred," to strike out "one" and insert 
"two"; in line 16, after the word" dollars," to insert" exclusive 
of the amount herein appropriated"; in Une 25, before the word 
"cents," to strike out "sixty-six" and insert "sixty-seven"; on 
page 79, line 11, after the word "That," to insert "any balancE\ of 
former appropriations now available and"; in line 13, after the 
word" expended," to strike out" in pursuance of said contracts"; 
in line 19, after the word "of," to insert "ultimately"; in the 
same line, after the word "obtaining/' to insert "and maintain· 
ing' ; and in line 22, after the word "depth," to insert "at all 
periods of the year except when navigation of the river is closed 
by ice"; so as to make the clause read: 

Improving the Mississippi River from the mouth of the Ohio River to St. 
Paul, Minn.: Continuing improvement. $!75,000, of which amount $:m.OOO shall 
be expended on that portion of said river from St. Paul to the mouth of the 
l\I:iasouri River. and $275,000 from the mouth of the Missouri River to the 
mouth of the Ohio River: Provided, That on and after the passage of this 
act additional contracts may ba entered into by the Secretary of War for 
such materials and work as may be necessary to carry on continuously the 
systematic improvement of the Mississippi River between the points men· 
tioned. or said materials may be purchased and work may be done otherwise 
than by contract, to be paid for as appropriations may from time to time be 
made by law, not exceeding in the aggregate $5,025,000, exclusive of the amount 
herein appropriated: Provided ju1·ther, That for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1897, said contracts and materials purchased and work done otherwise 
than by contract for the section of said river between St. Paul and the 
mouth of the Missouri River shall not exceed $200.000, and thereafter shall 
not exceed for the three years beginning July 1, JB97, the sum of $&6 666.67 
annually : Provided furthe:r, That such contracts and materials purchased 
and work done otherwise than by contract for that section of the said river 
between the mouth of the Missouri a.nd the mouth of the Ohio River for the 
fiscal ;year ending June 30, 1897, shall not exceed the sum of ~.000, and there­
after for the three_ years commencing July 1,1897, shall not exceed the sum 
of Sti73,333.33 annually: .Andp1·ovidedjurther, That any balance of former ap­
propriations now available and the money hereby appropriated and auth or­
IZed to be expended for the said section of !laid river between the mouth of 
the Missouri River and the mouth of the Ohio River, or so much thereof as 
may be nece:>Sary, shall be expended in the construction of suitable dredge 
boats, portable jetties, and other suitable appliances, and in the maintenance 
and operation of the same, with the view of ultimately obtaining and main­
taining a navigable channel from St. Louis to Cairo not less than 250 feet in 
width and 9 feet in depth at all periods of the year except when navigation 
of the river is closed by ice. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 79, after line 23, to strike 

out: 
That $50,000, or so much thereof as may be necessarr, of the money herein 

appropriated for the improvement of the Mississippi River between Cairo 
and the mouth of the Missouri River shall be expended, under the direction 
of the Secretary of War, to protect the east bank of the Mississippi R iver 
from caving in and being washed away at or near a. point opposite the mouth 
of the Missouri River and extending south along said east bank as far as may 
be necessary to effect the purpose above mentioned. 

That of the money h er ein appropriated for use on the Mississippi River 
from Cairo to the mouth of the Missouri River the sum of $30.000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, is directed to be expended in removing the bar 
in front of Chester. ill., and protecting the west bank of the Mississippi River 
opposite Chester, ill. 

And insert: 
That of the money herein appropriated for the improvement of the Missis· 

sippi River between Cario and the mouth of the Missouri River there may be 
expended, under the direction of the Secretary of War, in order to improve 
the channel of the river, such amounts as may be nece sa.ry to protect the 
east bank of the Mississippi River 1rom caving in and being wa hed away at 
or near a point opposite the mouth of the Missouri River and extending south 
along said east bank, and in r emoving the bar in front of Chester, ill., and 
protecting the west bank of the Mississippi River opposite Chester. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment w~s, on -page 81, line 1, after the word 
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" ·appropriated," to insert "and authorized to be expended"; so as 
to make the clause read: 
· That of the money herein appropriated and authorized to be expended 
for the improvement of the Mississippi River from St. Paul to the mouth 
of the Mi souri River there shall be expended the following respective 
amounts, etc. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. FRYE. The item between lines 8 and 14 on page 81, may 

be passed over for the present at the request of the junior Sen­
ator from illinois rMr. PALMER]. 

The PRESIDINQ. OFFICER (Mr. BERRY in the chair). The 
item within the lines indicated will be passed over. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Commerce was, on 
' page 81, after line 14, to stnlre out: 

For the removal of the bar in the Mississippi River, on the east side thereof, 
opposite the city of Dubuque, in the State of Iowa, $5,000. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask that this amendment--
Mr. CULLOM. I hope the lines just read will be retained. 
J\.fr. ALLlSON. That is what I want. 
Mr. CULLOM. I hope that this amendment and the amend­

ment in lines 23, 24, and 25, on the same page, may be disagreed to. 
I have a letter in reference to the latter amendment, pertaining 
to Quincy, Ill., and the Senator himself has quite a number of 
letters with reference to the first, which seem to make it abso­
lutely necessary that the two provisions shall be left in the bill as 
the House had it. 

Mr. ALLISON. I was about to make the same suggestion. I 
know personally as respects the first amendment that it ought to 
be disagreed to. 

Mr. VEST. IwanttosayfranklytotheSenatethatisupposethe 
people of Missouri have as much interest as the people of lllin01s 
and Iowa in these improvements, but the trouble comes-and both 
Senators will recognize it-from the fact that there is no recom­
mendation or estimate from the engineers in regard to these im­
provements. In other words, in order to put these appropriations 
back as they came from the other House, we are asked to take the 
verbal statements of members of Congress or letters and tele­
grams from citizens; and I have received a. number of them. It 
must be evident to these Senators and to everybody that if you 
make up the river and harbor bill in that way the amount appro­
priated will be indefinite, and there is no telling what sort of 
improvements will be made. There is no estimate, there is no 
recommendation, there is no survey for these improvements. 

1\Ir. CULLOM. As to the Dubuque item, we have improved 
the river on onesideandnotontheother. Idonotknowwhether 
or not the item is in the estimates, but I do know that the mer­
chants on the opposite side of the river, at East Dubuque, are ab­
solutely cut off by a sand bar there, so that they can not get boats 
up to the shore at all. That is entirely unfair. There are a num­
ber of merchants there; and the chairman of the committee has 
received quite a number of letters from the H.epresentative of that 
district f:Mr. RrTT] , showing the urgent necessity for an appro.pria­
tion. I have been there myself, and have seen exactly the situation 
in reference to it. 

Mr. ALLISON. Will the Senator from illinois allow me to say 
a word? 

Mr. CULLOM. I shall be very glad to have the Senator from 
Iowa give us his views. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am perfectly familiar with the situation and 
location there at Dubuque. It does not need an engineer to know 
what ought to be done there. This item does not increase the 
appropriation a single dollar. It merely takes from the general 
appropriation the sum named to preserve th.e channel at this 
particular point. It is the city in which I live, the commerce of 
my city crosses at that point, and I am perfectly familiar with it. 
The reason the local engineer does not make the improvement is 
that under the terms of a general appropriation he can not apply 
the money locally without authority from Congress. I think that 
where we have this absolute knowledge it does not require an 
engineer to know that if a sand bar accumulates at a point where 
commerce is constant it is an obstruction. There are two or 
three elevators at this point, and because of the sand bar they 
can not be reached. But for the technical situation as to this 
appropriation this sand bar would be removed. 

I hope the amendment will be disagreed to, and I suggest to my 
friend from Missouri that this is not an unusual thing in these 
appropriation bills where the necessities seem to requll.·e it. 

Mr. VEST. There are a large number of these appropriations 
here, put in at the request of members of both Houses simply upon 
their own statement, without any estimate, without a survey, or 
any recommendation. 

Mr. CULLOM. I want to say, furthermore, that when I dis­
covered that those two items and another one in the bill had been 
stricken out I at once undertook to find out the reason for that 
action. As to the two, I find that it is excoodingly important to 
the business_ of those localities that they should be reinstated. As 
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to the third, I am not satisfied, and therefore am not asking that 
anything be done in relation to it. 

Mr. VEST. What does the Senator mean by the third? 
1\lr. CULLOM. There is still another item, that at Rock Island, 

in regard to which I have no information which justifies me in 
insisting upon its being put back, and therefore I do not intend to 
do so. 

Mr. VEST. In regard to Sny Island? 
Mr. CULLOM. That is not in dispute. 
Mr. FRYE. That was paF:Sed over. The Senator from Illinois 

[Mr.· PALMER] who is absent desired it passed over. 
:rtfr. VEST. I did not understand that. 
Mr. CULLOM. The two items to which I refer are the Du­

buque item, stricken out, and the bar in front of the steamboat 
landing at Quincy. Quincy is a city of 40,000 people. Since there 
has been a railroad bridge built across the river there, a little 
above the city, a sand bar has begun to form, and steamboats-of 
which there a dozen a day coming up and going down that river­
if they are going down, have to go down the main channel by the 
city and then back up on the inside of that bar in order to get in 
at all. That is the literal fact of the case; and for the Senate to 
hesitate to restore those items on such a state of facts would be, 
I think, very singular. I do not care what the War Department 
has done about it. I think it is unfair to the people of those local­
ities that those items should be stricken out, and I hope that there 
will be no hesitation about restoring them. 

Mr. VEST. As a matter of course, all these statements come to 
us for the first time. No such statements were made in commit­
tee. and we must look to the Book of Estimates and to the reports 
of the Engineer Corps. 

:Mr. CULLOM. I understand that is so as a general proposition. 
Mr. VEST. And when we looked, we could not find any esti­

mates nor any survey nor any recommendation, yet these rivers 
and harbors are under the control and supervision of officers sent 
from the Corps of Enginoors to each river and harbor in the United 
States. 

:Mr. CULLOM. There are sand bars in both places, patent and 
open to the world, and boats plying up and down the river can not 
land where they ought to land so as to accommodate the people. 

Mr. VEST. That may be and doubtless is true, but it is a sin­
gular fact that the engineer in charge of the river, with those bars 
r:ight before him and knowing their injurious effect upon naviga­
tion, did not refer to them in his general estimate for the Tiver, 
and though he has given very fully the details of the improve­
ments to be made, he has said nothing about these improvements. 

Mr. CUL.LOM. I know the facts as to both cases, because I 
have been at both places within the year. The Senator from Iowa 
[Mr . .AL~soN] lives directly opposite one of them, and there iB 
no question whatever about the facts. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amend­
ment reported by the Committee on Commerce, striking out the 
words from line 15 to line 17, inclusive, on page 81. 

The amendment was rejected. 
The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 

the Committee on Commerce was, on page 81, after line 22, to 
strike out: 

For removing the sand bar in front of the steamboat landing at Quincy, in 
the State of illinois, $10,000. · 

Mr. CULLOM. That is the other place I referred to, and I hope 
that appropriation will be retained in the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on striking out 
the clause which has been read. 

The amendment was rejected. 
The realfing of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 

the Committee on Commerce was, at the top of page 82, to strike 
out: . 

For maintaining the harbor at Rock Island, ill., $5,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 82, after line 2, to strike out: 

For maintaining the harbor at La Crosse, Wis., $5,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 82, line 13, to increase the 

appropriation for " continuing the work of constructing artificial 
banks between the mouth of Flint River, in Des Moines County, 
Iowa, and running along the west bank of the Mississivpi River 
to the mouth of the Iowa River," from $50,000 to $75,000. 

The amendment was agrood to. 
The next amendll\ent was, on page 82, line 15, after the word 

"appropriated," to insert "and authorized to be expended"; and 
in line 17, after the word ''made," to insert '' and cost of improve­
ments to be estimated"; so as to make the clause read: 
A~d the Secretary of War, out of the mouey herein appropriated and au­

thonzed to be expended for the improvement of the Mississippi River from 
St. Paul to the month of the Missouri River, shall cause surveys to be made 
and cost of im1)rovements to be estimated as follows, etc. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was, on page 82, line 20, before the word 
"County," to strike out "Mercer" and insert "Rock Island"; and 
on page 83, line 3, after the word "channel," to strike out "with 
an estimate of the cost thereof"; so as to make the clause read: 

On the east side of the Mississippi River, commencing at Drurys Landing, 
in Rock I land County, State of illinois, and running along the -east bank of 
said river to New Boston, with a view to the improvement of navi"'ation by 
preventing the overflow of the natural and artificial banks, and by deepening 
the channel; also along the east bank of said river, from at or near the city 
of Oquawka, ill., to at or near Dallas City, in the said State, with a view to 
the improvement of navigation by prevent ing the overflow of the natural 
and artificial banks and by deepening the channel; also on the west side of 
said river from the bluff above the city of Madison, Lee County, in the State 
of Iowa, along the west bank of said river to the mouth of Skunk River, in 
said Lee County, and alon~ the west bank of the Mississippi River from the 
mouth of the Iowa River. m Louisa County, to the city of Muscatine, in Mus­
catine County, Iowa, with a view of improving the navigation by preventing 
the overflow of the na tura.l and artificial banks and by deepening the channel. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 84, after line 4, to strike out: 

Also commencing at Drurys Landing in Rock Island County, ill., and run­
ning along the east bank of said river to New Boston, Dl., with a view to im­
proving the navigation by preventing the water from overflowing the nat u­
ral and artificial banks along thos;e parts of the river and deepening the 
channel. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 84, line 20, after the word 

"building," to insert "and repairing"; in line 22, after the word 
"river," to insert" such improvement, surveys, buildin~ andre­
pail·s of levees to be made and carried on"; on page 85, line 24, 
after the word •' obtaining," to insert " and maintaining"; and 
on page 86, line 1, after the word '' depth," to insert ''at all 
periods of the year except when navigation is closed by ice"; so 
as to make the clause read: 

Improving Mississippi River from Head of Passes to the month of the Ohio 
River, including salaries, clerical, office, traveling, and miscellaneous ex­
penses of the Mississippi River Commission: Continuing improvement, 
$625,000, which sum shall be expended under the direction of the Secretary 
of War, in accordance with the plans, specifications, and r ecommendations 

·of the Mississippi River Commission, as approved by the Chief of Engineers, 
for the general unprovement of the river, for the building and repairing of 
levees, and for surveys, including tho continuation of the survey between 
Head of Passes and the head waters of the river, such improvement, survoys, 
building and repairs of levees to be mane and carried on in such manner as 
in their opinion shall best improve navigation and promote the interests of 
commerce at all stages of the river: Provided, 'l'hat on and after the passage 
of this act additionai contracts may be entered into by the Secretary of War 
for such materials and work as may be necessary to carry on continuously 
the plans of the Mississippi River Commission as aforesaid, or said materials 
may be purchased and work done otherwise than by contract, to be paid for 
as appropriations may from time to time be made by law, not exceeding in 
the aggregate $8 375,000: Provided further, That for the fiscal year ending 
June &J, 1!;97, said contracts and materials purchased and work done other­
wise thfl.n by contract shall not exceed the sum of $6:1'J,OOJ, and thereafter 
shall not exceed the sum of $2,583,333 annually for the three years beginning 
July 1, 1897: Provid-ed further, That the money hereby appropriated and au­
·thorized to be expended in pursuance of said contracts, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary, shall be expended in the construction of suitable dredge 
boats and other devices and appliances. and in the maintenance and oper a­
tion of the same, with the view of obtaining and maintaining a. navigable 
channel from Cairo down not less than 250 foot in width and 9 feet in depth at 
all p eriocls of the year except when navigation is closed by ice : Provided 
further, 'l'hat of the sum hereby appropriated and authorized to be expended 
the sum of $6-1,000 shall be expended in the rectification of the banks at Green­
ville, Miss., and 64,000 in the rectification of the banks at Helena, Ark., accord­
ing to late plans submitted by Capt. Graham D. Fitch, Corps of Engineers, and 
$16,000 in the rectification of the banks at New Madrid, Mo. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 87, line 7, before the word 

"thousand," to strike out" two hundred and fifty" and insert 
"three hundred"; and in line 10, after the word "Provided,"to 
strike out ''that in the discretion of said Commission a portion of 
such sum may be expended in protection of harbors and localities 
on said river: And p1·ovided also"; and in line 21, before the word 
"thousand," to strike out "two hundred and :fifty" and insert 
"three hundred"; so as to make the clause read: 

Improving Missouri River, including salaries, clerical, office, traveling, and 
miscellaneous expenses of the Missom·i River Commission, survey, p erma­
nent bench marks, and gauges: Continuing improvement, $300,000, to be ex­
pended under tha direction of the Secretary of Vvar in the systematic im­
provement of the river according to the p lans and specifications of tha lUis­
souri River Commission, as approved by the Chief of Engineers: Pl-ovided, 
That on and after the pass~e of this act additional contracts may be entered 
into by the Secretar:y of vv ar for such materia'!. and work as may be neces­
sary to carry on contmuously the plans of the Missouri River Commission 
for the improvement of said river , or said material may be purchased and 
work may be done otherwise than by contract, to be paid for as appropri­
ations may from time to time be made by law, n_ot exceeding in the aggre­
gate $3UU,OOO per annum for three years, commencmg July 1, 1897. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 87, line 25, to strike out: 
Contracted for, SSO,OOO may be expended at Omaha and Council Bluffs; at 

R()('h'"'-por t $00,000, at Glasgow $00,000, a.t Miami $75,000, and at St. Charles, Mo., 
$50,000. 

And insert: 
Expended, there_may be expended, in the discretion of said Commission, 

such amounts at Omaha, Council Bluffs, Leavenworth, Atchison, Roche-port, 
Glasgow, Miami, St. Charles, and at the mouth of the Little Blue, in Jack-

son County, Mo.; also for protectin~ the shore line of the Missouri River 
above Glasgow, from the foot of Bowlin~ Green Bend to the head o! Harrisons 
Island, and at other harbors and localities on said river as may be necessary 
to improve the channel by preventing erosion of the banks. 

So as to make the clause read: 
Of the money hereby appropriated and hereby authorized to be expended, 

there may be expended, in the discretion of said Commission, such amounts 
at Oma.ha, Council Bluffs, Leavenworth, Atcbisoni Rocheport, Glasgow, 
Miami St. Charles, and at the mouth of the Little B ne, in Jackson County, 
Mo.; aiso for protecting the shore line of the Missouri River ahove Glasgow, 
from the foot of Bowlirig Green Bend to the head of Harrisons Island, and at 
other harbors and localities on said river as maybe necessary to improve the 
channel by preventing erosion of the banks. 

Mr. THURSTON. Mr. President-
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CuLLOM in the chair). Does 

the Senator from Nebraska rise tomovetoamend the amendment? 
Mr. THURSTON. I 1ise to suggest, .Mr. President, that my 

people are very solicitous to have the clause stand in the bill as 
it came from the other House. I think myself that they have been 
laboring under some misapprehension as to the real chamcter of 
the House provision. I believe that they have thought that the 
bill as it came from the House canied an absolute appropriation 
of $ 0,000 for the first year's improvement at Omaha and Council 
Bluffs, whereas, as a matter of fact, if I read the bill correctly as 
it came from the House, it only provides that out of the annual 
appropriation and out of the three additional years provided for 
by continuing contracts there may be expended at Omaha and 
Council Bluffs $80,000. Therefore the Hou~e provision is really 
an appropriation of $20,000 per annum specifically for the work 
at Omaha and Council Bluffs. I ask the Senator in charge of the 
bi11 if that is his understa11ding of that appropriation? 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I am responsible, I suppose, more 
than any one else on the committee for this amendment. My con­
struction of that appropriation is that the $80,000 is to come out · 
of the aggregate amount appropriated for the first year, the next 
fiscal year; and then, under the continuing contract, it will de­
pend upon the Missouri River Commission, in their discretion, to 
take all the $80,000 in any one year or to take it out at fifteen or 
twenty thousand dollars a year, or in any other amount annually. 
That would be my construction, and was at the time the amend­
ment was inserted. I do not think they will get $80,000 a year. 
That is very evident. They get $80,000, but whether they would 
get all of that in one year or two years or three years is a matter 
within the discretion of the Missomi River Commission. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then, may I ask the Senator from Missouri, 
if he so construes it because of the words in line 25 " of the money 
hereby appropriated and hereby authorized to be contracted for"? 

:Mr. VEST. Yes; that is the amount of the continuing contract. 
Mr. ALLISON. If those words " contracted for" were out of 

the bill I think the $80,000 could be taken out of the appropria-
tion immediately preceding. 

Mr. VEST. Yes; but the words are "to be contracted for." 
That is the amount of the continuing contract. 

Mr. THURSTON. There is another reason, which will be seen 
by an examination of the several specific appropriations, why 
that construction must be the true one. It will be seen that the 
bill as it came from the House appropriated only $250,000 for the 
first year, and that these specific appropriat ions, all under this 
same clause, a-mount in the aggregate to $325,000. 

Mr. VEST. That is true. 
l\:1r. THURSTON. It is therefore perfectly evident that these 

specific allotments of money to localities are to cover the entire 
period of the present appropriation and the additional three years' 
contracts. Such beiug the construction of the bill as it came from 
the House, I am myself inclined to believe that the amendment as 
1·eported by the committee would give to my locality, in all human 
probability, as great, or greater, au expenditure of money in the 
matter of their local improvements than would the bill as it came 
from the House; and yet I see no particular reason why the bill as 
it came from the House may not as well be left as it came here as 
to amend it as proposed. There is in the bill as it came from the 
Housenoabsolute comma,nd upon the Missouri River Commission 
to expend this money at these particular points, and as the general 
appropriation is amended by the Senate already, it would only 
specifically provide for the local expenditure at the specified points 
of $325,000 out of fom· years' appropriation; and four years at 
$300,000 per year is $1,200.000. Therefore nearly three-fourths of 
the entire sum would be left at the disposition of the Missouri 
River Commission for expenditure at such other poiuts on the 
river as might be deeme~ expedient. 

Mr. PEFFER. The Senator from Nebraska will permit me to 
call his attention to what seems to me, at least, to be unreasonable 
in the mentioninoo of Omaha and Council BluffB and Rocheport 
and Glasgow and St. Charles, without mentioning a number of 
other places which are situate along the river, such as Leaven­
worth and Atchison. The people of our State are very much 
interested in taking care of the river at those places. My colleague 
is bette1· able to describe the situation at both those places than I 
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am. I do, however, know personally that there is need of a great 
deal of work to be done at Leavenworth and Atchison, more 
particularly at Atchison. The river has changed its channel so 
as to interfere materially with the movement of the city and the 
management of the railways and the bridge companies, and it is 
a matter of very serious concern to our people. It is a question 
in my mind whether it would not be better to leave the paragraphs 
just as they are now, as the Senate committee have made them, 
and trust to the friction that may yet be aroused in conference for 
final adjustment. 

:M:r. THURSTON. As I have stated, if I were left to my own 
individual judgment in this matter I should certainly be quite as 
content with the provisions of the bill as amended by the com­
mittee as I should with the provisions of the bill as it comes from 
the other House. I have therefore brought this matter to the 
attention of the Senate, and asked nonconcurrence in the amend­
ment reported by the comm~ttee more particularly for the pur­
pose of having the true character of the House provision under­
stood and placed upon the record het·e, in order that my people 
may no longer understand that the House of Representatives ap­
propriated $80,000 per annum for expenditure at Omaha and 
Council Bluffs, when, in fact, the appropriation is $80,000, cover­
in-g a period of four years' work, and which, if expended equally 
during that time, would simply be an appropriation of $20,000 
annually for our local improvement of the river. 
: With this statement of the case, I leave it to the Senate to say 
whether it will stand by the amendment as proposed by the com­
mittee or leave the bill a-s it came from the other House. 

Mr. BAKER. I desire an amendment also to this clause. I 
notice that there are a number of places grouped together on 
page 88. 

Mr. THURSTON. Let me suggest to the Senator-! presume 
I know what amendment or about what amendment he would 
propose-that I also have an amendment to propose if the Senate 
committee provision is left. I should like to first take the sense 

. of the Senate as to whether or not it will adopt the amendment as 
reported by the committee. If it does, then I should like to join 
the Senator from Kansas in having inserted one other name from 
Nebraska, as I presume he desires to insert one or more from 
Kansas. -

Mr. ALLISON. I should be glad to hear the suggested amend­
ment before I vote for the amendment proposed by the committee, 
so as to know what is the whole scheme. 

Mr. BAKER. The amendment I desire is in reference to Leav­
enworth and Atchison. The amendment I propose would be at 
the end of line 13, on page 88, to insert: 

Provided, That on t h e Missomi River, opposite Leavenworth, Kans., there 
shall be expended the sum of $15,000, and on the Missouri River, opposit e 
.Atchison, Kans., there sh all be expended the sum of $15,000. 

These are very important places, and it is necessary to protect 
the Missouri River at these particular points. I believe, as not h­
ing has been given to our locality, particularly our State, it would 
be but right and proper that these specific appropriations should 
be made for these two points. It is absolutely necessary to com­
plete the improvements heretofore made at these two points tha t 
these sums of money should be expended and that there should be 
specific appropriations. We fear if we are left here with these 
large cities in a lump, without any distribution, that we shall not 
be able to obtain any part of this appropriation whatever. I notice 
that at other points and in other places it is usual and customary 
to designate the particular amount which they desire, and which 
is desired to be there expended. Therefme I ask that the amend­
ment I propose be inserted so that we may have a specific appt·o­
priation amounting to $15,000 for each of these places. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, I have not heretofore had an 
opportunity of examining the amendment. It seems to me that 
the amendment proposed by the Senate committee, with a friendly 
commission, or perhaps without, will better accomplish the pur­
poses in view than the provision as it came from the House. Un­
der the House pt·ovision I think the Missouri River Commission 
would feel itself constrained to expend only $80,000 for a period of 
four years, no matter what might be the condition of the river at 
Council Bluffs and Omaha. The erosion of that river between 
those two points often requires a very large expenditure in a 
single year. 
- Under the Senate provision the Commission is authorized in its 
discretion to expend such amounts at Omaha and Council Bluffs, 
Leavenworth, Atchison, and at other points, naming a number 
of points, and then at the end of the provision "and at other h ar­
bors and localities on said river as may be necessary to improve 
the channel by preventing the erosion of the banks." So it seems 
to me even without the amendment of the Senator from Kansas, 
if there is a condition of the channel opposite either Atchison or 
any of these other points, the Missouri Commission would be 
directed under the last clause to make such expenditures as may 
be necessary to prevent the erosion of the bankS at that point. I 

understand that is the object of theseimprovements at the points 
named. 

So while I have no special objection to the amendment proposed 
by the Senator n·om Kansas, it st rikes me that, looking at these 
two provisions, the Senate committee's provision will accomplish 
more easily and more directly and more effectively what is neces­
sary at these several places. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senator from Kansas 
inform the Chair whether he desires to offer his amendment? 

Mr. BAKER. Yes, sir; I want to state fm·ther, in reply to the 
Senator from Iowa, one main objection to the provision in its 
present shape. It provides that a commission shall expend this 
money. _ 
- Now, we all know, without reflecting upon the commission, 
that it requires a great deal of logrolling to get the commission 
to improve at particular places and points. I notice that in the 
East and in the West in particular localities specific appropria­
tions are made. I wish to say to the Senator from Iowa that 
Kansas is not good at logrolling. Kansas does not want to hu­
miliate herself by going before a commission and demanding this 
or demanding that. Here is the proper place to fix it, and that is 
the reason why I desire to have it fixed here, so that we shall know 
what we are to have, and that afterwards champagne suppers, 
dances, and seances shall not be necessary in order to obtain ap­
propriations or parts of appropriations at any particular place or 
locality. 

I notice, Mr. President, that New England is not put in such a 
humiliating position. I do not think theW est ought to be put in 
such a humiliating position. I simply ask justice. Improve­
ments have been made at these points, and they were important 
improvements; it was important to the people of Missomi and 
Kansas that they should be made. Those impro>ements are not 
yet complete. I understand from the mayor of the city and others 
who are competent to judge that these specific sums are necessary 
and proper to completetheimprovements. Now, as we have been 
generous in this bill, I ask simply as a matter of justice to the 
State of Missouri at these points and to the State of Kansa-s at 
these points that we may have specific appropriations~ so that we 
shall know what we are to depend upon, and that we shall not be 
subject to the whims or captices of any board or any body or any 
tribunal. . 

l\Iy desire would be first to offer the following amendment, to 
come in after the word "banks," at the end of line 13: 

Improving the Missouri River opposite Leavenworth. Kans. , the sum of 
$15,(,00; on the Missouri River opposite .Atchison, Kans., tbe sum of $15,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment of the Senator from Kansas to the amendment of 
the committee. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, in those two cases there is this dif­
ference, and there was this trouble before the committee. In some 
ca-ses there had been estimates made of the amount of money re­
quired to take care of a certain improvement at a certain locality, 
an d in other cases the only estimates we had were from members 
of Congress. In t his case there were estimates both at Leaven­
wo:rth and at Atchison, and I think that I may say the committee 
justify me in agreeing to accept these two amendments of tha 
Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, the question of improving the Mis­
sis ippi and the Missouri rivers is full of difficulties, and it is almost 
impossible to meet all the demands that are made either upon the 
Board of Engineers or upon the commission in charge of those 
rivers. I have very decided views in regard to these impt·ove~ 
m ents on the Missouri River, on the banks of which I have lived 
for fifty years. It is the most erratic stream in the United States 
and the most difficult to improve. It is now in such a condition 
that no insurance can be had upon a boat or cargo that goes up 
that river, and yet it drains one of the most fertile regions in the 
West and ought to be covered with steamboats carrying freight 
and passengers. 

The Missouri River Commission (and I drew the bill which or­
ganized that Commission) is made up of three engineer officers 
from the Corps of Engineers and two civilians, one of whom is 
from the State of Missouri and one from the State of Nebraska. 
It is safe to assume, then, that Missouri and Nebraska represented 
upon that board would have the proper improvements m ade. 

It must be stated frankly that one objection which is made to all 
these plans for specific improvements does not apply to Leaven­
worth and Atchison. The Missouri River Commission, in their esti­
mates and recommendations, state thattheimprovements at Leav­
enworth and at Atchison upon the opposite side of the tiver should 
ba continued. But there are no estimates and no recommendations 
as to these other specific improvements or appropdations in the 
bill as passed by the House. For instance, at Omaha the Commis­
sion do not recommend any improvement, bnt they state substan­
tially that the necessary amount has been expended there, and that 
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all that is necessary is to maintain the works as they have been 
done, and they ask for no money. 

Three hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars was put in the 
State of Missouri, and, as a matter of course, if I were actuated 
by selfish purposes or personal ends I would stand here and demand 
these specific appropriations, fo1· I am assailed almost hourly by 
my constituents from these different localities, these little towns 
on the river, to save our specific appropriations. The money is to 
be spent there, the material is to be bought there, and, as a mat­
ter of course, they are not to be condemned or criticised for it. 
They are like the rest of the world; they are looking to their im­
mediate purposes and to the expenditures to be made right about 
them. 

Now, I have not the slightest doubt but what the Missouri River 
can be improved and navigation brought back to it, and it can be 
made a portion of the great waterway to the Gulf, for it is really 
the Mississippi River. It gives color to it, and it ought to have 
given name to the whole river. But this improvement can be 
done in only one way, and I speak from the closest observation 
and experience. It can be done only by improving the river by 
reaches, going down the river 25 and 30 and 40 miles and system­
atically improving it. 

We have appropriated hundreds of thousands of dollars (and I 
have been as much responsible for it as any Senator, possibly 
more so, under the demands of my constituents) at different 
localities to prevent erosion of the banks, to save walls, to save 
farms, and the money has been expended and the work washed 
away in the freshet that came down from the Rocky Mountains, 
from Montana and the Dakotas, in the next year. What we suf­
fer from there is what has endangered the Lower Mississippi-im­
mense fires upon the head waters of the Missouri, that destroy 
the undergrowth and the mosses and the herbage that would 
absorb the water, and it runs as it would over the top of this desk 
when the snows break up in the spring and pours a flood down 
the Missomi and Mississippi, resnlting in immense erosion and 
destruction of lands and even of towns. 

The river can only be improved like the Mississippi River, by 
reaches systematically. We have had this practically demon­
strated. The Missouri River Commission commenced at Jefferson 
City and improved for 45 miles down the rive1· systematically, one 
improvement supporting the othe:c, one curve in the banks being 
destroyed by putting the proper improvements on the opposite 
side, always throwing the river aooainst the bluff, the rocky side, 
and protecting the alluvial lands. What is the result? There is 
not a finer piece of riparian engineering in the world than on the 
45 miles below J e.fferson City. It stood three freshets, and you 
can not see where the river has made any impression upon it. 
Nothing else was ever known like it before. That was done by 
following the recommendations of the Missouri River Commission. 

I have stood here year after year battling for the support of the 
Commission, as long as we have one. We have five officers there, 
three of them from the Corps of Engineers; we are paying them 
salaries; they are conducting the improvement according to their 
own way, and they could do it in no other. As long as we have a 
Commission we ought to support them in that work. 

The pressure brought upon other members of the Senate is noth­
ing compared to that upon me. Here is $325,000 that is washing 
away in specific appropriations in my own State. To support the 
plan of the Commission is, I believe, the best thing for the people 
there, and I think they will see it in the end. There will be some 
temporary and local irritation and great criticism of me in the 
county newspapers, but the end will justify it, as it did in the 
reach below Jefferson City. That Commission can be trusted. 
My friend from Kansas is mistaken in thinking that you must go 
there and logroll with them. They are not able to meet the de­
mands of all localities and therefore there are always people dis­
satisfied. I have myself thought at times that they ought to in­
terfere with the course of the river when these ravages were being 
made upon magnificent land worth fifty and seventy-five dollars 
an acre and that would produce anything in the world. But I 
have been satisfied, after I watched their work and inspected it 
in person, as my colleague has done with me, that they wereright 
and that they understood how to bridle that river and to keep it 
in its channel, if human ing'enuity and talent could do it. 

Captain Eads, the greatest riparian engineer who ever lived in 
this country, and I think in any other-not the greatest fortifica­
tions engineer, but riparian engineer-told me once.that the Mis­
sissippi River could be improved with $100,000,000 and withnoth.:. 
ing less. But he said, " You must put a. bridle upon it like you 
do upon an unbroken horse; and it will take years to do it, and 
a hundred million dollars to do it." And yet every year we 
appropriate two or three million dollars and the freshets come and 
the works are washed away. 

I appeal to the Senate to sustain the committee in doing what 
they have thought to be right. It is all that they could do. All 
these towns in Missomi, my own constituent , my personal and 
political friends, are to-day writing and telegraphing me to keep 

the House bill as it WaB, because these fifty or sixty thousand dol· 
lars of appropriations for localities are contained in it. My per ... 
sonal and political friends, if I consulted them, would have the 
bill as passed by the House; but I am satisfied that it is simply 
throwing away that much money. There are no recommenda· 
tions for such appropriations. There are no estimates. When I 
saw these appropriations in the bill I communicated with my col­
leagues in the other House and invited them to show me where 
the commission had recommended any such appropriations or 
stated any estimates as to the amount. I was informed that ana 
of the board had verbally told a member of the House that he 
thought there ought to be money expended at these points. 

I submit to the Senate, can we appropriate $325,000 on oral 
statements of that kind when a board is composed of five mem­
bers, three of them belonging to the Engineer Corps? I make, I 
was about to say, from a political standpoint, a greater sacrifice 
than any other Senator, than all others put together, and yet I am 
absolutely certain that I am right in regard to it and that the 
committee were right in sustaining the provision as it is found 
reported in the bill. · 

Omaha. will receive all the money that is necessary if there is an 
erosion of the banks there. If the Senator from Kansas wants 
$15,000 at Leavenworth and at Atchison, he is suppmted by an 
estimate and a recommendation, but that is not the case as to 
these other places. Unquestionably that is so, and I shall make 
no resistance if he insists upon it, though I believe that he will 
fare better to let the improvements opposite those two cities re­
main in the bill as we have it proposed by the committee. Those 
improvements are on the Missouri side of the river, in one of the 
wealthiest counties in the State, not in Kansas, but in Platte 
County, Mo. 

Mr. BAKER. I appreciate what the Senator from Missouri 
says, but still I think I ought to insist upon $15,000 at Atchison 
and $15,000 at Leavenworth. 

Mr. VEST. Very good; I am perfectly willing to go back to 
the people of Platte County, where I ba.ve as good niends as any 
in the world, who have always supported me in every ambition 
of my life, and defend the amendment aB we have put it in the 
bill. I think I can satisfy them that it is the best for them. But 
if the Senator from Kansas, who has, as I say, recommendations 
and estimates for these places, and the other places have not, 
insists upon the ~'30,000, it is all that the State of Kansas has 
asked from the committee, and I am perfectly willing to con­
cede it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amend· 
ment proposed by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. BAKER] to the 
amendment of the committee. 

~1.r. HILL. I wish to move an adjournment. 
~ir. VEST. Let us get through with this item. 
Mr. FRYE. Yes, let us get through with it. 
Mr. BAKER. Let us vote on my amendment. 
Mr. HILL. Very well. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. ALLISON. I desire to offer another amendment to the 

amendment of the committee. I move to amend the amendment 
by striking out the word "expended" where it occurs in line 4, 
and inserting "contracted for," so that the latter provision may 
share the same fate as the general provision. 

Mr. VEST. How would it read then? 
Mr. ALLISON. It would then read: 

Of tho money hereby appropriated and hereby authorized to be contracted 
for there may be expended, in the discretion of said Commission, etc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the amend­
ment to the amendment? 

::h-fr. VEST. No; not at all. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 

the amendment of the Senator from Iowa to the amendment of 
the committee. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
. Mr. THURSTON. In line 6, after the words" Council Bluffs,'' 
I move to insert" Nebraska City." 

Mr. VEST. That is right. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. ALLEN. Before the Senator from New York moves to 

adjourn I hope the Senate will conclude to consider the next 
amendment. 

~fr. VEST. We have not yet disposed of the committee amend­
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment of the committee a.s amended. 

Mr. FRYE. Let me inquire, where do Leavenworth and Atchi-
son now come in-at the end? ' 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At the end of line 13. 
Mr. FRYE. Then those words must be stricken out in line 6. 
Mr. VEST. I was about to make the suggestion that they be 

stricken out of the body of the amendment. 
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The SECRETARY. In line 6, after the words "Nebraska City," 

just inserted, strike out" Leavenworth, Atchison." 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will be agreed to unless 

objection is made. The question i~; upon agreeing to the amend­
ment of the committee as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
Mr. FRYE. Now, I think I have kept the Senate here as late 

as I am justified in doing. 
BOOK AGENTS OF METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SOUTH. 

Mr. BATE. The SenatorfromNewYorkiskindenough to sus­
pend the motion to adjourn until I can ask for the consideration 
of Senate bill 2962. It asks for no money. It simply sends a case 
to the Court of Claims. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is putting all the Senators to a great deal 
of annoyance in having to ask unanimous consent when there are 
not half a dozen present, and at a time when we ought to adjom·n. 
It is not the way to transact business. I am not going to object k 
the bill called up by the Senator from Tennessee, but I am going 
to object to any other request of the kind until we have some 
agreement by which we shall transact the business of the Senate 
in a proper and decent way, giving every Senator a chance and 
not having a regular scramble, as we have every day after 6 o'clock, 
when there is not a quorum here and when business ought not to 
be transacted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill indicated by the Sen­
ator from Tennessee will be read for information. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I simply want to give notice now, so that 
there will be no personal feeling in regard to the matter. 

1\!r. ALLISON. The Senator from Missouri does not intend his 
notice to apply to the Senator from Tennessee? 

1\!r. COCKRELL. It is not to apply to this case, as I said. 
The Secretary read the bill (S. 2962) to confer jurisdiction on 

the Court of Claims in the case "The Book Agents of the Metho­
dist Episcopal Church" against The United States, and, by unani­
mous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
to its consideration. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The preamble was agreed to. · 
Mr. HILL. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and (at 6 o'clock and 20minutes p.m.) 

the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Friday, May 8, 1896, at 12 
o'clock meridian. 

CONFIRl\IATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 6, 1896. 

POSTMASTERS. 
Charles F . Terhune, to be postmaster at Binghamton, in the 

county of Broome and State of New York. 
James Tiernan, to be postmaster at Fort Howard, in the county 

of Brown and State of Wisconsin. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, May 7, 1896. 

The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
HENRYN. COUDEN. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will cause the Journal of the pro­
ceedings of yesterday to be read. 

Mr. PICKLER. ::Mr. Speaker, I make the point that no quorum 
is present. 

The SPEAKER (having counted the House). Ninety-five gen-
tlemen are present; not a quormn. 

After an interval of eighteen mjnutes, 
Mr. CRISP. :Mr. Speaker, is a quorum not now present? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks there is a quorum present, 

and the Clerk will read the Journal. 
Mr. PICKLER. I make the point that there is no quorum 

present. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point of order, and 

the Clerk will proceed with the reading. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal. 
When the Clerk had r eached that part of the Journal reciting 

the names of the absentees on the call of the committee and the 
n ames of those voting on the several roll calls, 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I demand the reading of the 
Journal in full. Let us have the name·. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the list of names in full. 
The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the Journal. 
The SPEAKER. Without objection, the Journal will be ap-

proved. 
:Mr. PICKLER. I object. 
Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, Imovetheapprovalof theJour­

nal, and on that demand the previous question. 

The question was taken on the appr.oval of the Journal; and on 
a division (demanded by Ml.·. PICKLER) there were-ayes 174, 
noes 0. 

Mr. PICKLER. No quorum. 
The SPEAKER. There is evidently a quorum present; If 

those gentlemen who did not rise in response to the vote will an­
nounce their presence the Chair will count those present and not 
voting. 

Nine gentlemen having risen, 
The SPEAKER. One hundred and seventy-four in the affirm­

ative and nine gentlemen present and not voting. A quorum is 
present, and the Journal is approved. 

PRINTING AND BINDING PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee on 

Printing, I desiTe to report a bill (H. R. 8237) to improve the 
printing and binding methods of the public documents, and ask 
its present consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 
The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the annual reports of the heads of the Executive De­
partments and of the chiefs of bureau~ commissions, and offices shall not here­
after be numbered and printed as uongressional documents. Periodicals 
issued weekly, monthly, yearly, or at other regular intervals shall not be num­
bered and printed as Congressional documents. Special publications extend· 
ing over a series of months or years and issued at irregular intervals shall not 
be numbered and printed as Congressional documents. The g-eneral rule and 
procedure shall be that the Congressional number shall be given only to those 
documents which emanate directlr from Congress or are furn:i."lhed in re­
sponse to the c1:.ll of Congress, or either House thereof, upon an Executive 
Department for information. 

SEc. 2. That whenever any document not bearing a Congressional number 
is furnished for the use of Congress 500 additional copies thereof shall at the 
same time be furnished to the Superin'tendent of Documents for the supply 
of the designated depository libraries, and there shall also be furnished t5 
copies for the Senate library and 15 copies for the House library, and to the 
Congressional Library 2 copies for its own use and 50 copies for its foreign 
exchanges. Of all such documents not bearing a Congressional number and 
ordered to be printed for the use of Congress the "usual number," which 
shall also be prrnted, shall be 1.100 copies, of which there shall be sent, in the 
unbound form, 170 copies to the Senate document room. 40U copies to the 
House document room,;.10 copies to the office of the Secretary of the Senate, 
and 20 copies to the omce of the Clerk of the House, and 500 copies shall be 
reserved by the Public Printer in unstitched form, to be specially bound to 
the order of members and officers of Congress, as provided by law. 

SEC. 3. That documents not bearing a Congressional number shall be bound 
as follows: If emanating from the Department of State, in scarlet cloth; if 
from the Department of the Treasury, in dark-blue cloth; if from the De­
partment of War, in black cloth; if from the Department of the Navy, in 
dark-green cloth; if from the Department of Justice, in dark-brown cloth; if 
from the Post-Office Departmen~.1 in drab cloth; if from the Department of 
the Interior, in maroon cloth; ir from tbe Department of Agriculture, in 
light-brown cloth; if from the Department of Labor, the Interstate Com­
merce Commission, the Fish Commission, the Smithsonian Institution, or 
other publishing office not connectl:'d with one of the Executive Departments, 
then in such colored cloth not used on the books of another bureau as such 
office and the Public Printer may agree upon; but when once adopted such 
color shall ba continued from year to year in the binding of the same reports 
or other volumes from the same bureau, office, or coiDilllSsion. In proVIding 
cloth for binding the public documents the Public Printer shall not provide 
a second-rate and low g:!'ade, but shall provide either cotton or linen cloth of 
those first-class gradea and qualities which promise to give the volumes the 
most attractive appearance and the greatest durability. In lettering or em­
bossing books the Public Printer shall use gold leaf of the best and most suit­
able quality that is furnished for binders' use, and he shall not use" Dutch 
metal" or any other imitation of gold leaf. The Senate documents shall be 
bound in dark-brown cloth and the Senate reports in light-brown cloth. The 
House documents shall be bound in dark-drab cloth and the House reports 
in ~g:ht-drab cloth: l(rovided, That t~e Revised Statu~s, Sta~utes at Large, 
deciSions of the Interior Department m land cases and m pen&on cases, opin­
ions of the Attorney-General, or other publications of like character, ;properly 
designated as law books, may, within the discretion of the heads of Depart­
ments issuing the same, be bound in sheep. 

SEc. 4. That in placin~ the titles on the backs or sides of books (not pam­
phlets) the following general rules shall govern: The fewest suitable number 
of words shall be used, and attempts to carry the whole title-page, or any 
considerable part of it. on the covers shall not be made. The largest and 
clearest type permitted b-y the space and by the rules of good taste shall be 
u~ed, the p~·pose of making the titles readable at a distance being kept in 
~ew .. The title :placed near the top on the backs of. books shall be the one in­
dicating the subJect-matter of the volume. The title placed in the middle 
panel shall be the one indicating the year or other date, the whole number 
of volumes in the series, and the special number of the particular volume on 
which the title is placed. The title near the bottom of the back of each book • 
shall show the Department, Bureau, Office, or Commission from which it 
issues. Every cloth-bound book shall have on the back of its cover a. title 
and a date, which on very thin books may Le printed lengthwise of the vol­
ume. In expressing dates and other numbers on the bac:K:s of books Arabic 
numerals shall be used. 

SEc. 5. That in making up the binder's titles for the House and Senat.e 
doc.uments and reports when binding the "reserve," any document or report 
whwh fills more than one-third part of the volume in which it is contamed 
shall be m entioned in the title on the back of the cover of such volume. The 
title near the top of the back of the cover on each of the reserve volumes 
shall be "House Documents," •· House Reports," "Senate Documents," or 
"Senate Reports," according to the contents of the volumes. On the middle 
panel shall appear the number or numbers of the documents or reports con­
tained in the volume, and al.c;o the name (or an abbreviation of the name) of 
any document or report contained therein which may separately fill one­
third or more of the volume. When there is not in the volume any docu­
ment or report ma1.--ing one-third the bulk of said volume, then the word 
'•Miscellaneous" shall be placed on the middle back panel in addition to the 
numbers of the documents or renort.s therein contained. On the back of each 
volume of documents or reporfs, n ar the bottom. shall be placed the num­
ber and the years of the Congress in which such documents or reports 
originated. 

SEc. 6. That the color, lettering, etc., of the binding, and the phraseology, 
typography, etc., of the title-page of every public document shall be the 
same on and in all copies of such document, and there shall be but one 
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