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Also, petition of the Billings Chamber of Commerce, Billings, 

Mont., relative to establishment of a Weather Bureau observa­
tory in Billfugs, Mont.; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. HUGHES of New Jersey: Petition of Paterson Tolks 
Lodge, No. 122, Independent Order Ahawas Israel, of Paterson, 
N. J., protesting against passage of House bill 22527, for re­
striction of immigration; to the Committee on Immigration and 
Naturalization. 

Also, petition of cii.iz.ens of the sixth congressional district 
of New Jersey, fayoring passage of House bill 22527, for restric­
tion of immigration~ to the Committee on Immigration und 
Naturalization. 

By l\Ir. KINDRED : Petitions of Kingsley Maitin and C. J. 
Hudson, of New York, praying for legislation far the protection 
of migratory game birds; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, memorial of the Prospects Heights Citizens' Association, 
of New York, favoring legislation providing education in trades, 
industries, and home economics; to the Committee on Agricul­
ture. 

Also, petition of the Americnn Association of Foreign Lan­
guage Newspapers, protesting against patent legislation that 
would prohibit owners of patents establishing and maintaining 
prices on their products; to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, memorial of State Camp, Patriotic Order Sons of Amer­
ica, favoring the literacy test for immigration into the United 
States; to the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, memorial of the German Machinists' Benevolent Asso­
ciation, asking Congress to defeat the Root amendment to Sen­
ate _ bill 3175, providing a literacy test for immigrants entering 
the United States; to the Committee on Immigration and Nat­
uralization. 

By Mr. LINDSAY: Petition of J. Racow, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
protesting against any change in the present patent laws that 
might affect price maintenance; to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, petition of Louis Heyman Lodge, No. 633, Independent 
Order B'rith Abraham, Brooklyn, N. Y., protesting against 
passage of House bill 22527, for restriction of immigration; to 
the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

By l\fr. MOON of Tennessee: Papers to accompany bill for 
the relief of Joshua Pack; to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

By Mr. PARRAN : Petition of 21 citizens of Savage, Howard 
County, Md., members of American Star Council, No. 32, Junior 
Order United American Mechanics, favoring passage of bills 
providing for the literacy test, etc. ; to the Committee on Im­
migration and Naturalization. 

.By Ur. RAKER : Resolutions of the Cham~er of Commerce of 
Richmond, Cal., relative to creating sentiment in favor of a 
plan of monetary reform ; to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. · 

Also, resolutions of the Southern Sociological Congress favor­
ing passage of the Kenyon-Sheppard interstate liquor hlll; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, letter from the port of Boston, Mass., to accompany 
House bill 21969, relative to a proposed amendment to the 
Panama Canal bill relating to steamship companies in which 
any railway company is interested; to the Committee on Inter­
state and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the Shipowners' Association of the Pacific 
Coast, San Francisco, Cal., against passage of House bill 21100 
and all bills restricting the salutary powers of courts in the 
matter of injunctions and restraining orders; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By .Mr. REILLY: Petition of the United Italian Societies and 
the New Haven Peddlers' Protective Association, of New Haven 
Conn., protesting against passage of House bill 22527 for re~ 
striction of immigration; to the Committee on Immigration and 
Na turaliza ti on. 

Also, petition of the Southern Sociological Congress Nash­
ville, Tenn., favoring passage of the Kenyon-Sheppard inter­
state liquor bill; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of the Grand Army of the Republic, Depart­
ment of Miss?m·i, favoring the Eru·olled Missouri Militia being 
put on a pensionable status; to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Ur. ROBINSON: Resolutions of Cotton Belt Lodge, No. 'i, 
Brotherhood of Railway Conductors of America, against passage 
of the workmen's compensation act (S. 5782); to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMITH of New York: Petition of merchants of Buf­
falo, N. Y., protesting against any change in tlle present patent 
laws that might affect price maintenance; to the Committee on 
Patents. 

By Mr. SPEER : Papers to UCCOlillXlily bill granting an in­
crease of pension to Olay L. Sherman; to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. TALCOTT of New York: Resolutions of the Manu­
facturersl Association of New York, favoring passage of Sen­
ate bill 3, known as the Page vocational educational bill· to 
the Committee on Agriculture. ' 

By Mr. TILSON: Petition of the Connecticut Civil Service 
Reform Association, protesting against section 5 of the legis­
lative, executive, und judicial appropriation bill; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. · 

Also, resolution of the New Haven Peddlers' Protective Asso­
ciation and the United Italian Societies, of New Ha\en, Conn., 
against passage of the Dillingham bill, restricting immigration· 
to the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. ' 

Also, resolution of the New Haven Chamber of Commerce, of 
New Haven, Conn., favoring passage of House bill 18327, rela­
tive to printing national directory of commercial organizations 
of the United States; to the Committee on Interstate and For­
eign Commerce. 

By Mr. UNDERHILL : Petition of the Manufacturers' Asso­
ciation of New York, favoring passage of Senate bill 3, for 
vocational education; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petitions of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, 
Harrisburg, Pa. ; the Patriotic Order Sons of America ; the 
Farmers' Union; State Camp, Patriotic Order Sons of Amer­
ica, of North Carolina; and citizens of Philadelphia, favor­
ing passage of House bill 22527, for restriction of immigration ; 
.to the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

By l\Ir. WILSON of New York : Petition of the Society of 
the United States .Military Telegraph Corps, of Indianapolis, 
Ind., favoring passage of House bill 2920, for relief of members 
of the United States military telegraph corps; to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of the Manufacturers' Association of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., favoring passage of the vocational educational bill, known 
as the Page bill; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the American Association of Foreign News­
pap~rs of New York, against passage of the Brown-Oldfield bills, 
amending the patent laws; to the. Committee on Patents. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SUNDAY, May ~6, 191~. 

The House met at 12 o'clock noon, and was called to order 
by l\Ir. LoBECK as Speaker pro tern pore. 

The Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. Couden, D. D ., offered the fol­
lowing prayer : 

0 Thou who hast called us into being and filled our souls 
with longings, hopes; and aspirations which time nor space can 
men sure; our wisdom, strength, and loTe are but reflections of 
'l'hy wisdoui, power, and goodness. Thou knowest the begin­
ning and the encl; we are Thine, dependent upon Thee. In­
crease our faith and confidence, and awaken in us the brightest 
hopes, that we ·may lean cm Thee and look forward without 
fear, since Tky love encircles all. It were not more difficult 
for Thee to extend our being into some one of Thy many man­
sions than to have called us into existence. Thou hast taught 
us to love life; to think of annihilation is overwhelming. 
When our friends are taken from us our hearts are rent and 
torn with sorrow and grief, but the angel of love whispers : 

· Be still, sad heart, and cease repining; 
Behind the clouds is the sun still shining. 

We can not think: our frien~s out of existence; they remain 
a part of us. Be this our solace as we here gather on this 
quiet, peaceful Sabbath day in memory of one who served his 
State and Nation as a legislator under the Dome· of this great 
Capitol, chosen for the high station by the people who knew 
him and had confidence in his integrity and ability to serve 
them. May his bereaved wife-and children cherish his virtues 
and look forward with the b·rightest anticipations to a reunion 
beyond the confines of this transitory existence, where they 
will dwell with him forever, and everlasting praise be Thine 
through Him who taught us Thy love and the immortality of 
the soul. Amen. 

The Clerk began the reading of the Journal of the proceed­
ings of yesterday. 

Mr. STEPHENS of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the further reading of the Journal be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Nebraska 
asks unanimous consent to dispense with the further reading of 
the Journal. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 
The Journal was approved. 

THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE JAMES P. LATTA. 

Mr. STEPHENS of Ne"t>raska. 1\fr. Speaker, I offer the reso­
lution which I send to the Clerk's desk. 
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. The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Nebraska 
offers a resolution, which will be reported by the Clerk. 
· . The Clerk read as follows : 

House resolutio!l. 552. 
Resolved, That the business of the House be · now suspended that 

opportunity may be given to pay tribute to the memory of Hon. JAMES 
P. LATTA, late a Member of the House from the State of Nebraska. 

Resoh:ecZ, That as a particular mark of respect to the memory of ~e 
deceased, and in recognition of his distingui.shed public career, the 
House, at the conclusion of these exercises, shall stand adjourned. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the 
Senate. 

Resolt-ed, That the Clerk send a copy of these resolutions to the 
family of the deceased. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. STEPHEJ.°""S of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, we have gath­
ered here to-day to pay tribute to the memory of one of the 
grand old men of this . country, the Hon. JAMES P. LATTA, late 
Member of Congress from the third Nebraska district He 
was born near Ashland, Ohio, October 31, "1844, and died at 
Rochester, Minn., where he had undergone a surgical opera­
tion, on September 11, 1911. He was, therefore, nearly 67 
years of age at his death. He spent the early part of his life 
in eastern Iowa, and when he was 18 years of age he set out 
for the Territory of Nebraska, traveling alone and on foot the 
400 miles across Iowa to his future home in Burt County, 
where he took up a homestead and where he lived the remain­
der of his life. His homestead at his death consisted of 3,000 
acres of rich Nebraska land lying in the valley at the foot of 
the Missouri Ili"rnr bluffs. On the slope of the bluffs he built 
his first home, overlooking the endless miles of rich land un­
touched by the hand of man. From his doorstep he could see 
the tall wild grasses glinting and billowing in the sun for 25 
miles lying spread out · at his feet in a panorama of beauty. 
It was truly a land of magnificent distances and of great prom­
ise of rich reward to those who would subdue it. And to this 
home he brought his young bride, and there in that beautiful 
environment they reared their two splendid sons and have 
materially aided in the development of a great Commonwealth. 

.Men partake of the character of the country that produces 
them, and it naturally follows, as day follows night, that our 
friend should have been a man of large parts. He saw every­
thing in a -large way in its relation to the country as a whole, 
rather than how it might affect him personally at the time. 
He was never petty either in politics, religion, or business, and 
never separated his interests from that of the community. He 
grew so rapidly in business because of the responsiveness of 
that hospitable land to intelligent effort that in a very short 
time he became a large factor in the county and State, not only 
in business but in politics as well. From a farmer, stockman, 
and beef producer on a large scale he became a banker, and 
later on n. member of the house and senate in the State legisla­
ture. In fact he became the financial backbone of his county 
in times of drought and panic when the small men took to 
cover to protect themselves. In 1893, after a few years of 
drought, when the faith of the hard-pressed farmers was 
about all oozed out, the panic came on to cap the climax. Mr. 
LATTA had already about exhausted his resources in backing 
up his faith in the country's future, and this final blow would 
ha\e completely discouraged and driven to cover all but the 
bravest and be t. But he ne\er wavered in his faith or turned 
aside in his course. He simply gathered up another bunch of 
farm mortgages and started East on a hunt for more money 
with which to save the farmers from utter ruin. By pledg­
ing his honor and credit to the last dollar he always came 
back smiling with succor for the needy. When the broken 
and totally discouraged farmers, battling against the vicis­
situdes of. nature and the cowardly fear of money lenders, 
would come -to him he put heart into them and sent them back 
with the assurance that as long as he could hold out he would 
stand by them. No man knows what a friend like that means 
to him until he has been pressed to the .. very brink. and is 
being pushed off, as were those poor drought-stricken farmers 
in the panic of 1893. 

He was a benefactor to his people and · for years after, as 
liquidation was extremely slow, it took all the courage he could 
muster to keep hundreds of discouraged men from abandoning 
their lands and giving up the fight. Here is where the devil 
took our friend up in the mountain top and showed him an em­
pire he could take possession of by the mere acceptance as a 
gift, what all these men wanted to give, to get rid of further 
struggle against what seemed to them great odds. They wanted 
to turn over their lands and cancel the debts. The real test of 
manhood does not come when men are holding positions of trust 
under the public eye. It is easy enough to be a man when the 
band is playing a triumphant march and the world is applaud­
ing, but it is quite another thing to do your duty when you are. 

hard pressed and no one but God and yourself are looking on . 
In such cases even God is sometimes forgotten. Yet I am glad 
to record that our friend whose memory we revere to-day stood 
the test. With the mere act .of acceptance he could have taken 
the titles to thousands of acres of the richest land in the world, 
but instead he ga-re these broken-spirited men hope to work on, 
and in a few years the tide turned in their favor. 

Cresar put aside the crown offererJ him by his countrymen, 
but the plaudits of the multitude were ri_nging in his ears. But 
here our dead friend put aside great wealth that was being 
thrust upon him because he believed in the Golden Rule and 
practi~ed it in his business. He knew these broken-spirited 
men could not get a fair \iew of their situation because of their 
distress, and he was too big to take ad-rantagc of them. 

As the years went by and prosperity returned the e men 
baptized in the fires of hard times and misfortune of every kind 
began to come into their own, and one by one they redeemed 
their homes and got back their titles and ne\er paid a cent 
of tribute for the splendid service this grand old man of Ne­
braska rendered them. So it leads me to say that after nll it 
matters little when a man was born or when he died or what 
station he reached in life, but it matters greatly how he li\ed. 
The history of northeastern Nebraska is largely a. history of 
the life and work of Mr. LATTA, and when the end came and 
we all gathered around his bier it was largely a gathering of 
those seasoned pioneers who had felt tj)e grip of his friendly 
hand in times of stress-men who had carved an empire out 
of the wilderness and made it into the garden spot of the world. 

He was just the sort of man required for the work of con­
qnering a . new land. He was big and brawny in body and 
clear of mind. Haying been born and raised on the frontier 
he had little school advantages, yet, in spite of this handicap, 
he was one of the best-educated men I have ever known, accord­
ing to my own standards of what the word education means. 
If that man is best educated who can do the most useful 
things, then, according to t1tat test, our friend had no peer in 
the West. He has a record of accomplishments that very few 
men possess. He has demonstrated his abilicy to successfully 
perform eyery class of work from that of a farm hand to ·that 
of a legislator in Congress. There was not a single occupation 
followed by our people of the West that Congressman LATTA did 
not master and could not do better than his fellows. He knew 
the secrets of nature better than any schooled scientist knew 
them, and he knew how to wrestle from the kindly old earth 
her glad tribute to those who understand her ways. 

It was a most remarkable gathering of pioneers who as­
sembled around hi!~ bier when we laid his body away on an 
eminence overlooking the great Valley of the l\Iissouri. There 
he had stood as a boy and viewed the splendid prospect with 
much satisfaction, and there we laid his body nearly 50 years 
afterwards, where the first rays of the morning sun would 
silver the grasses over his grave. 

The tribute to his memory . paid him by these neighbors and 
friends was the most touching and beautiful I have eyer wit­
nessed, and it proved beyond a. question of doubt that the 
rewards of an honest and ,unselfish life of service are beyond 
human understanding. It inspired me to hope that I might 
liYe long enough to be as useful and well beloved by my neigh­
bors and countrymen as was he. 

But the finest tribute of all was paid him daily by his two 
splendid sons, in their loyalty and admiration of him. These 
boys, now grown to be busy men of large affairs, up to the day 
of their father's illness were his constant companion , nnd 
every day of their lives, if circumstances permitted, they rient 
an hour or so with their father talking over their affairs, their 
hopes and ambitions. I have never known greater apprecia­
tion shown a father than these boys showed for theirs. It is 
a touching proof of the great and kindly intelligent soul of the 
man who could command the love and admiration of his grown 
sons in such a manner. 

We can not prove by scientific data what the condition of life 
is on the finer planes of matter where men go after they have 
laid off their earthly garments, but by analogy we can approxi­
mate it, and it is reasonable to assume that the conditions there 
are closely related to the conditions here, and that the proce s 
of growth continues in an unbroken line. That would eem to 
be a universal law, and wa need have no fear . of crossing this 
line of demarcation. The God of the univer e only puts us to 
sleep while the crossing is being made, and I anticipate that 
our dear old friend has found plenty to do in that new land 
across the border. I hope he has found work befitting his great 
strength and courage, and that his life will be as usef-ul there 
as it has been here. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to have incorporated 
in my remarks a biograp°hical sketch of Mr. LATTA, written 
by a close personal friend of his and published in the Burt 
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County {Nebr.) Herald, and also an account of the funera1 
ser1ices. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Nebraska 
asks unanimous consent to print in the RECORD a biographical 
sketch and account of the funeral of the late Representattve 
LATTA. Is there objection? There was no objection. 

The biographical sketch and description of the ftmeral of 
Mr. LATTA are as follows: 

" IN ?lfEllORY OF CONGRESSMAN LATTA. 

" [By J. R. Sutherland, editor Burt County Herald.] 
"'Congressman JAMES P. LATTA died at 7.20 this evening,' 

was the Associated Press dispatch :flashed over the wire from 
Rochester, Minn., Monday evening that brought deep sorrow 
into many a home in ·Tekamah, the home town of the deceased. 

"It was here where be came when a boy of 18 years. It 
was here where he began life by working by the month, chop­
ping wood, breaking 1)rairie, or teaching school. It was here 
wnere he bought his fir t 40 acres and built his first cabin. 
He commenced farming and raising and feeding cattle, at 
which he was 1ery succes ful. He kept on increasing his land 
holdings until now he owned nearly 3,000 acres. It was here 
where he engaged in the banking bu iness in 1877 and in 1890 
organized the First National Bank of Tekamah, of which he 
continued to be president until his death. It was here where 
he \las marrieu December 29, 1870, to Uiss Libbie Jonas, of 
Jackson -County, Iowa, and reared and educated their two 
sons. Ed and Ilur, in our schools. 
· "Xo man could be ·held in higher esteem by the people whom 

he aRsociated with all these years than was l\Ir. LATTA. He had 
their confidence and respect to such an extent that they loved 
to honor him in every way possible. He served the city as 
mayoe, councilman, and treasurer; he served the county in the 
legislature in the ses ion of 1887; he was elected State senator 
in 1906 and was a member of that reform session of 1907. It 
was J.I;. LATTA. who introduced the first bill for the present 
2-cent pas enger fare. In public matters he knew no party lines ; 
with him it was what is best for the public welfare. He as­
sisted in the passage of all reform measures in that memor­
able session. It was bis record in the senate that singled him 
ont for his party a.s a winning candidate for Congress in this 
third congressional .district in 1908. He was again reelected 
in 1D10 by the largest majority ever received by a Congress­
man in Nebraska. In the l\Iasonic order of which he was an 
early membel' of the local lodge, he was master for several 
terms, and he was past high priest of the Royal Arch and past 
commander of the Jordan Oommandery of Knights Templar. 

"We have no gift af eloquence or command of language with 
which to graae a splendid eulogy, ours is the simpl~ tribute of 
a friend-a friend who knows no words commensurate with the 
mighty :flood of feeling that surges through his breast. Why 
eulogy? .A.re not his own life and character his most eloquent 
eulogy? 

" When we remember how he .succeeded in eveTy field that 
he engaged his interests in and to w)lich ·he gave his endeavor, 
when we remember his unswerving loyalty to eve~y cause that 
he espoused, to every promise that he made, to every friend that 
he had, we begin to appreciate his true worth-he was a man 
made to be loved, and he was loved. To-day the world seems to 
be lonesome without him. We miss his kindly face, his cordial 
handclasp, his genial companionship, hls helpful council. To 
thoEe who ln1ew him as we knew him for more than 40 years, 
he was an unusually lovable ·man. He was bright, cheery, 
kind, strong, and ever ready to lend a helping hand. Com­
bined with these characteristics, he was blessed with good 
inteJ lectual endowment, a powerful physique, and a pl~sing 
personality, an agreeable voice, and 11.Il absolute freedom from 
affectation. His conceptions were quick and remarkably accu­
rate. His judgment wns uncommonly good of both men and 
measures. He had a wonderful faculty of approaching men, 
although at times almost bluntly, in such a manner as to pre­
posse s them favorably both as to himself and his object. Few 
men l!ave been favored with such a rare combination of facul­
ties and powers as ·he possessed, and yet lacked qualities ordi­
narily deemed indispen able to success. 

"He was not a scllolarly man, nor a student in the ordinary 
sense. At the age of 2 years he came to Jackson County, Iowa, 
with his parents in 1846, which was then the frontier,, and his 
education was limited to a few terms in a log schoolhouse. His 
training and experience as a business man enabled him to com­
prehend accurately and appreciate fully every problem that 
confronted him. He did not pretend to have the powers of the 
college bred; ~e belonged to an altogether different .class of 
men. .Although a pleasant and agreeable speaker, capable of 
presenting ills views in a logical manner, he made no attempt 
at oratory and · did not seek to mold .audiences by the per-

suasiv~ powers of eloquence. In Congress he directed his en­
ergy in an effort to obtain relief from extortion practiced by 
the eastern manufacturer on the western farmer. He was only 
in Congress 14 days when he engaged in a spirited debate for 
the reduction of the cost of wire fence. Being a new Member, 
an effort was made to ignore him, but his keen sense of what 
was right spurred him on until he won his point and secured 
him recognition that proved much to his advantage through 
the entire session. He was also very successful in securing 
increased pensions for old soldiers, and at the close of the ses­
sion the RECORD showed that he had more special pensions al­
lowed than any other Member of Congress, and had the honor 
of being the only Member who added an amendment to the 
Payne-Aldrich tariff bi11. He udhorred unfairness; nothing could 
swer1e him from' the comse that his sense of justice and right 
marked out for him. It was this splendid side of his character 
that so endeared him to his fellow men, regardless of political 
affiliations, and enshrined him in their affections. 

"The world is better because he lived. So exalted was his 
charac.ter, :SO noble ad unselfish were his ambitions, that life 
gaTe him up i·elucta.ntly, and death was proud to take him. 
But death can not take from ns the memory of what he was and 
what he d,itl. .Men come and go; he alone lives in the hearts 
of his countrymen who truly loves and serves h~s brother man. 
Though dead, this immortality_, this end.le s life of human. 
heart and history, is the -supreme, the so1ereign reward of 
JAMES P. LATTA." 

FUNEilAL OF THE LATE CONGRESSMAN LATTA. 

The following report of Congr€ssman LATTA's funeral is re­
produced from the Omaha Daily World-Herald, of September 16, 
1911, whose specidl reporter was present at the obsequies: 

"By the rugged rock of granite that marks the family burial 
lot on the highest point of Tekamah Cemetery, the body of Con­
gressman JAMES P. LATTA was buried this afternoon-a place 
typical of the rugged c'b.aracter which had chosen the place in 
years gone by. 
• " It wa·s after a funeral service such as Tekamah has never 

known be~ore, because Congressman LATTA belonged ·not alone to. 
Tekamah, but to all Nebraska, and from far and near his old 
friends came with sorrowing hearts. The early train from the 
south brought many; two coaches attached to an early after­
noon freight from the north brought large delegations from 
Bancroft, Lyons, Oakland, and other points; by automobile and 
carriage they arrived by the hundred. 

" "The -funeral service was at the LATTA home, wnere on the 
lru·ge 1awn were arranged hundreds of seats and where those 
for whom seats had not been reserved remained standing 
while Canon Marsh, of Blair, said the Episcopal service. A 
quartet composed of Miss Irene SutheTland, Mrs. Neil Cameron, 
Ralph D. Conkling, and N. W. Preston, the })rivate secretary 
of Mr. LArrA, sang sweetly, "Softly the Day Fades," "In the 
Hour of 'Trial," H Abide with Me," with Miss Adelaide Thomas 
at the -piano. 

u The body had rested in the parlor of the old home during 
the day, surrounded by a wondrous gift of flowers aBd guarded 
by Knights Templar in uniform, \Vbile thousands passed by to 
view for the last time the face of their beloved old friend. As 
the hour approached for the funeral service the casket was 
borne to the lawn, where the deceased Congressman had passea 
many ha.ppy hours with his famiiy and friends, now meeH.ng 
ngain to weep where once a1l had been joy and laughter. 

"After the service was taken up the long murch over the hills 
to the cemetery, located on the cr·est of one of them. The .l\Ia­
sonic fraternity at this moment took charge of the sen-ices. 
Tekamah Lodge, No. 31, Ancient Free and Accepted 1\Ia.sons, of 
wblch Mr. LATTA had been a member for 32 years, of which he 
had been master for two terms and of which he had been treus­
mer for many years up to the time of his death, Fred Wix~r 
now being master. Jordan Commandery of Knights Templar, 
of Blair, of which Mr. LATTA was past eminent commander, of 
which ill the .Knights Templar are members, was the escort. 
The active pallbearers were: T. A. Minier and Oscar Samson, 
of Oakland; C. A. Darling, of Lyons; E. A... Hansen, of Decatur; 
John Hanington, of Wayne; E. C. Houston, C. Jeep, and L. D. 
Phipps, of Tekamah. The 'b.onorary pallbeai·ers were Col. W el­
lington Harrington, J. R. Sutherland, R. A. Templeton, sr., 
and s. T. Story, of Tekamah; Dr. J. B. Whittier, Decatur; Dan 
V. Stephens, Fremont; Charles P . .Mathewson, Walthill; Jam(!S 
Parry Jackson; Watson Tyson, Blair; .J. B. Garland and H. 
A. Garland, who were boyhood friends of the late Congress­
man, from .Jackson County, Iowa. Col. John P. Cameron was 
marshal. 

"The order of march consisted of Jordan Commandery of 
Knights Templar; Tekamah Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons; the hearse and _pallbearers; relatives and friends in 
carriages; relatives and friends in automobiles. 
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"At the cemetery the Masonic burial ritual was observed with 
all of the pathos and impressiveness and tender sentiment pos­
sible. Robert E. French, grand custodian of the Grand Lodge 
of Nebraska, was in charge of the ceremonials committing tha 
body to earth. 

" Official recognition of the dead Congressman was given by 
the presence of the entire congressional delegation of Nebraska, 
consisting of Congressmen C. 0. LbBECK, of Omaha; JOHN A. 
MAOUIBE, of Lincoln; CHABLES H. SLOAN, of Gene-va; MOSES 
P. KINKAID, of O'Neill; and GEORGE W. Nonrus, of McCook; and 
PHILIP P. CAMPBELL, of Pittsburg, Kans. ; and I. D. YouNG, 
of Beloit, Kans., appointed lilembers of the House committee 
by Speaker CLARK; and by the presence of Nebraska's two 
United States Senators, Nonrus BnowN and G. 1\1. HITCHCOCK. 

"Other men prominent in public life present were: Acting 
Gov. John H. Moorehead, of Falls City; Speaker John 
Kuhl, of Randolph; Senator George · W. Wiltse, of Randolph; 
Willis D. need, of Madison; Senator Fred Volpp, of Scribner; 
DAN V. STEPHENS, of Fremont; Judge W. L. Stark, of Aurora; 
Gen. John C. Cowin, William Wallace, B. H. Robison, Robert 
Robison, Herman Peters, and Thomas J. Nolen, all of Omaha; 
Rev. John F. Poucher, of Stanton; Editors Don C. Van Dusen 
and Thomas Osterman, and Judge Clark O'Hanlion,, of Blair; 
Senator Philip H. Kohl, of Wayne; Col. John A. Ehrhart, of 
~tanton; ,0<>1. J. 0. Elliott and P. Moodie, of West Point; 
C. E. Bardwe11, of Lincoln; Judge Walton and Charles Selleck, 
of Blair ; besides many other friends from over the county 
and State. 

"The relath·es and intimate family frien~s from abroad 
w~e: _ 

"l\fr. and l\Irs. John Harrington, l\Irs. Chris Astor, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Harrington, of Wayne; Miss Margaret Latta, 
Mrs. -Ryan, and Miss Powell, of Omaha; Ed Callecy and P. T. 
FJynn, sons-in-law of the late John Latta, of Duncomb, Iowa; 
J. B. and H. A. Garland, of Cranston, Iowa; Mrs. Bectol and 
Mrs. Goza, of Tq.ma, Iowa; Dr. N. P. Hansen, of Elk Creek, 
Nebr. 

"Among the elegant gifts of flowers was a huge shield done 
ln colors, the offering of the United States Congress, besides 
lodge offerings and many from friends near and far. 

" It was just such a funeral in just such a place as would 
pull the hardest on the heartstrings of the members of the 
family who are left to mourn, as it would bring more vividly 
to memory the tender moments that had been spent on the 
same spot with the deceased in his life. Yet there was some­
thing about it- the deep shade of the trees, the songs of the 
birds, the music selected for the occasion, the words of the 
minister, the sorrowing friends, the solemnity of the scene­
tllat seemed to designate it as the funeral of the deceased and 
made to be just the kind of a funeral he ::imself would have 
desired had he been able to plan it for himself. 

"Those of the immediate family who survive him are: His 
wife and two sons, Ed and Bur; a sister, Miss Louise Latta; 
and a brother, George C. Latta; also a cousin, W. W. Latta, 
who has during all these years been as a brother, so close 
have been their associations." 

Mr. COLLIER. Mr. Speaker, it was my good fortune to be­
come intimately acquainted with Mr. JAMES P. LATTA. We en: 
tered Congress at the same time, and for nearly two years we 
Jived at the same hotel. Notwithstanding the difference in our 
ages, a warm and lasting friendship sprang up between us. 
Living under the same roof, seeing him nearly every day, I had 
an opportunity to know his worth and appreciate his merits. 

l\fr. liATTA was a self-made man. He many times recounted 
to me the hardships and trials of his early life. When a mere 
boy, he foilowed the star of empire westward and, unaided 
and alone, "exacted from the grasp of reluctant fortune" that 
success which characterized all his efforts. 

Prudent, resourceful, painstaking, and honest, it did not take 
Mr. LATTA long to acquire what men call a competency. He 
was not a brilliant man, nor a great orator, but he was rich 
in that great gift which, for want of a better name, is called 
common sense. When some question would arise in the House 
affecting the interest of the people of his district or that of the 
people of the entire country, I have seen Mr. LATTA rise in his 
seat, and in earnest tones, and with an eloquence born of the 
justness of the cause he was advocating, become convincing, 
forceful, logical, and persuasive. 

He was at all times armed with the courage of his convic-­
tions. His pioneer training gave him that self-confidence with 
which he met and vanquished the difficulties which so often 
confronted him. 

His fearless nature, his rugged honesty, his independent 
spirit, his plain matter-of-fact manner, his industrious habits, 

his cordial greeting, his genial disposition, his innate modesty, 
his sterling worth, and true merit were recognized by all who. 
h.rnew him, and the possession of these qualities not alone en­
deared him to his friends, but gained for him an enviable posi­
tion in the House of Representatives. 

Faithful, conscientious, true to himself and his friends, in. 
the fullness of his strength he accomplished his daily tasks 
and performed well his work in this busy world of ours. 

He left behind him as a heritage to his family an " honest 
name, the memory of earnest deeds well done." 

Death had no terrors for JAMES LATTA. He was firm in that 
faith which is founded upon the Rock of Ages. He believed 
with the poet who said that-

Death is but an angel, who to man at last his freedom brings; 
.And the grave is but a nest in which the so.ul shall find its wings. 

JAMES P. LATTA. fought a good fight; he kept the faith; he 
was affectionate to his family; he was true to his friends; he 
was devoted to his country; he was faithful to his party and 
conscientious in his convictions. 

His colleagues sincere)y mourn his death, and though these 
historic Halls will echo no more with the sound of his -voice, 
and his pleasant smile, his cordial greeting, and his hearty 
handclasp have gone forever, yet he is not forgotten. 

Death is a mystery which all the intellectual forces of man­
kind have vainly endeavored to solve. 

The lips of the young inquiring " whence " and the old asking 
"whither" are alike unanswered. 

Why some are called in the early morning of youth and some 
fall asleep in the evening of their days we know not ; we can · 
but wonder. 

When childhood, tender childhood, meets the dread messenger, 
though our hearts may be torn with grief, yet we are com­
forted by the thought that, safe from life's trials and tempta­
tions and hardships, ignorant e-ven of the knowledge of evil, 
the little ones sleep secure in the laster's arms. When death 
halts the faltering steps of old age, we draw some comfort 
from the knowledge that threescore years and ten is the allot­
ment for usefulness here on earth. But when the bitter stroke 
descends unexpected, unannounced, upon vigorous manhood, we 
stand appalled, our hearts are troubled, and we wonder why 
this should be. But in this hour of doubt and trouble and 
grief there comes to comfort the aching heart " the Di vine 
assurance that He doeth all things well." 
For 'tis idle to talk of the future, the sad might have been mid our 

tea.rs. . 
God knew all about it, yet took him away from the oncoming years. 
God knows all about those that love Him ; how bitter this parting 

must be. 
And yet through it all God is loving and knows so much better than we. 

Mr. IlALN'EY. Mr. Speaker, we have assembled here to-day 
to do honor to one who in all the affairs of life in which he_ 
participated discharged his full duty as a public servant and as 
an honest man. JAMES P. LATTA was born 68 years ago on a 
farm near Ashland, ·ohio.. He came from a race of sturdy 
pioneers. He belonged to that class of our citizens which 
pushed sturdily forward ahead of the march of civilization, which 
for a hundred years came down our rivers in fiatboat"s and 
through our long forest a venues in oxcarts, pushing always ·for­
ward toward the undeveloped sections of the great West. 
While he was yet a child, his parents yielded again to the call 
of the West, and in the old, primitive way which characterized 
the westward march of the early settlers, moved across the 
States of Indiana and Illinois, then being rapidly settled up, 
across the great river which flows through the center of the 
country, and found a home on its western bank in the State 
of Iowa. They were amQ,Dg the very earliest pioneers in that 
section of the country. 

Here young LATTA grew to manhood, working on a farm dur­
ing the spring and summer and fall-and farm work in those. 
days was the hardest kind of toil-acquiring in the winter time, 
in a district school, the rudiments of the education which he 
afterwards developed in the hard school of practical everyday 
life. When he attained the age of 19 years, the call of the West 
came again to him. The section of Iowa in which he lived· 
had rapidly settled up. He started out on foot and tra•eled 
alone across the great State, having in view, as he often told me 
himself, but one definite object-the finding of a new country 
with fertile soil and those natural advantages which could be 
developed by the population he felt sure would settle there. 

An old friend of his in a :Mississippi River town had given 
him this advice: 

If you ever go farther west, travel until you reach a river and then 
settle on its western bank. The most important towns and cities in 
the interior of the country along the rivers which flow south are on 
the western banks of those rivers, and the most valuable land is there. 
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With this advice to guide him, before he attained his ma­

jority, with no money in his pockets, with no capital except his 
own buoyant spirits, his own hopeful disposition, his splendid, 
vigorous health, and his hard common sense, he started on his 
long march toward the West, until finally he reached the Missouri 
River; and, following the advice of his old friend, he crossed 
the river, and on the other side, in the Territory of Nebraska, 
he made his home. 

Re took up a homestead and commenced to develop it. Seven 
years later he married an Iowa girl, who stood by his side dur­
ing the years that followed, fighting with him the hard battle 
of life on a Nebraska farm. ·Prosperity came to them as the 
years passed. He acquired more and more land; the land he 
acquired increas¢ in value under his skillful methods of de­
velopment, until finally, at the time of his death, he had ac­
cumulated for himself and his wife and his children a com­
fortable fortune. He organized the First National Bank of 
Tekamah, now one of the strong financial institutions of that 
section of Nebraska. Re represented his district in the State 
legislature and in the State senate, and was finally elected to 
Congress. 

He journeyed toward the west across the State of Iowa ahead 
of the railroads. Re lived long enough to see the Territory in 
which he settled grow into one of our greatest States. He saw 
the section which he selected as his home develop until on 
every hand there were cultivated farms, thriving villages, towns, 
and cities, and a happy, cultured, prosperous, contented popula­
tion. 

He discharged his foll duty in all the walks of life-loved by 
his family and the citizens of the community in which be 
lived, respected by all who lived within his adopted State. I 
knew him during the entire period of his service in Congress. 
Early in our acquaintance I learned to · admire his rugged hon­
esty and his keen perception of the duties of the high office he 
filled so well.. I knew him better than most .Members of Con­
gress and I profited many times by his judgment in important 
matters of legislation. 

He belonged to that type of men who have made this Nation 
great. He served courageously, honorably, and honestly the 
people of his State. He was a good citizen, a faithful, honest 
public servant, a kind husband and father, a true friend. He 
discharged with honor to himself and his family and neighbors 
and friends all the duties imposed upon him in the many years 
of his active, useful life. He possessed the confidence of men; 
he never betrayed those who believed in him. Ile was my 
friend; I desire to add my tribute· to his memory. 

l\Ir. SHARP. Mr. Speaker, during the past four years, which 
measure the length of my service in this honorable body, the 
hand of death has visited with unusual frequency its member­
ship. In looking over the personnel of those who have been 
taken from among us we have been made painfully aware of 
the fact that tho e whose services to their country in these 
legislative halls could be least spared, and whose association 
with their colleagues has been most helpful, have been con­
spicuous. Though on account of the brevity of his service he 
was not so prominent as some of those whose deaths we have 
come to mourn, yet JAMES P. LATIA, even in the brief period 
of his membership in this House, not only endeared himself to 
his associates but left upon them his impress as a man of 
sterling worth and unusually good judgment. Assiduous and 
conscientious in the discharge of his duties, he reflected the 
highest credit upon his constituency. 

Early attracted to him by his genial manner, I had an added 
interest in his career from the fact that he was born in Ash­
land County, Ohio, which forms a part of the district which 
I have the honor to represent. While the element of environ­
ment has necessarily an important influence upon the career of 
all men, yet to that of heredity must still be credited the great­
est force in gi-ving bent to and shaping that career. I think 
this must have been essentially true of the one whose death we 
mourn to-day, for the Lattas of Ashland County, and the 
branches of that family tree, were people of sterling worth and 
character. The stock from which he descended was, I take it, 
typically representative of the so-called Pennsylvania Dutch 
families who have contributed so much to the prosperity and 
good name of that splendid county. Though he moved, with his 
parents, to the West early in life, yet it is easy to imagine that 
the sturdy characteristi~ of such people well fitted him for the 
hardy undertakings which confronted the western settler of 
60 years ago. Indeed, we could hardly expect any other result 
from the life work of such a man than the achievements which 
were big and which were so signally recognized by the people ­
among whom he lived. 

XLVIII-452 

While it is difficult, in a comparative sense, to measure the 
vhlue of the work of :Members of this House, yet there can be 
no such thing as relativity in those traits which make for in­
tegrity of character and personal honor. It is a wise dispensa­
tion of Providence which endows men with different abilities 
and varied attributes. The varieties of the fields of usefulness 
could hardly take a wider range than is exemplified by the 
services of the Members of this House, and perhaps in no other 
assembly of men is the value of such service more accurately 
gauged than by its membership. To some are given that power 
of fluency of speech sufficient to exert a potent influence in 
shaping important measures which come up for discussion upori 
the :floor of the House. With the keenest logic and most force­
ful rhetoric, fallacious theories are exposed, while to others to 
whom such endowments have been denied are left the more 
plodding but not less useful work of framing the essentials of 
legislative work in the committees. It is in this latter field that 
our late friend and associate must have been of much practi~al 
service, for his experience in agricultural pursuits and wide ac­
quaintance in that work which still has to do with the consid­
eration and treatment of the rights of our Indian population 
were intimate and accurate. 

There is another phase to be considered in connection with 
men in public life beyond that of mere capacity for usefulness. 
Is it too much to say that fundamentally in the appreciation of 
a Member's work lies that element of genuineness of character 
and integrity of conduct? . Judged by this criterion, our friend 
who has gone before, whose death we mourn, and in whose 
praise we speak to-day, stood very high in the estimation of his 
collengues. With him, even in this day, when party ties bind 
so lightly and partisanship is almost a thing of the past, his 
attitude upon all public questions was singularly free from 
bias and prejudice. His was truly a high conception of the 
duties of his office. The membership of this House never had 
a more faithful coworker nor American citizenship a -higher 
standard of fdelity to its best interest. Though it was not 
vouchsafed. to him to occupy a conspicuous place in our coim­
try's affairs-for he was rather a private in the ranks of duty­
yet in all the essentials that constitute the warp and woof o.f 
manhood's sh·ucture none possessed them in a higher degree. 
Truly, in his death not only the people of Nebraska haye lost a 
faithful Representative, but his colleagues a kindly friend. 

:Mr. KOPP. l\fr. Speaker, JAMES P. LATTA, in whose memory 
we have assembled to-day, was born in Ohio, in 1844. Ohio 
at that time was of the older civilization. When but a child 
of 2, years his parents moved to Iowa and became pioneers in 
that Territory. As the settlers· increased and the land went 
under the dominion of man's labor the spirit of the pioneer 
moved JAMES P. LATIA, then a boy of 18, to again turn his 
face toward the setting sun. It was during the dark days of 
the great War between the States, when the land was stirred 
with civil strife. With indomitable courage and a determined 
perseverance ~his boy started for the Territory of Nebraska, 
walking the entire distance. The pioneer will always do his 
part when he has nature's heritage-

Stout muscles and a sinewy heart., 
A hardy frame and a hardier spirit; 

King of his two hands, be does bis part 
In every useful toil and art. 

The spirit of the pioneer has been the motive power of our 
civilization. It seems to haYe been an instinct in the Caucasian 
race. We know not what developed it in the centuries past 
but we do know that it led our people from their originai 
home in Asia across mountains and sea, over river and plain 
ever and ever to the westward. .Meeting every obstacle, endur~ 
ing every hardship, overcoming every impediment, it reached 
our Atlantic seaboard; from thence, with renewed determina­
tion, it again moved to the westward; heeding not the war cry 
of the savage, the stealth of the wild beasts, nor the hardships 
of nature, it went on and on to the rolling Pacific, leaving in 
its wake fertile plains, beautiful cities, and happy homes. The 
pioneer sowed the seed. Those of us who are so fortunate as 
to live in this century are reaping the harvest. In the State of 
Nebraska JAMES P. LATTA wa a pioneer. 

Here he lived and here he died; here he married and reared 
his family; here he received the bountiful return of nature for 
his hard labor, and accumulated a competency; here he re­
ceived the plaudits of his neighbors, .and was repeatedly 1ion­
ered by them in being sent to both houses of the State legisla~ 
ture and the Sixty-first and Sixty-second Congresses. - This 
tells the general story of his span of life. · . 

One of the greatest blessings of our system of g.trvernment is 
that an open door and a free field is constantly tJefore all our 
sons and daughters. The humblest, the lowest m:iy ascend to 
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the high~t field of usefulness and succeSS!. The· poorest b~y 
with a. clear eonseience, a rugged body, a vigorous mind, and a 
stout h~.art ha no limitations. l\Ierit-intrinsi.c me;rit--is what 
fin.ally pTe-¥.ail . Mr. LATTA possessed the e qualities of _heart, 
-0f soul, .and of mind. Ile mude a success of everytbfng J::e 
undertook, becau.se to him fuilure was unknown. In his lexi­
con there was no uch wo.rd as " can't." 

It was my good fortune on coming to ·washington at the 
<>pening of the .Sixty-first Congress to ·be thrown in close 
touch with JAM:ES P. LATTA and his dernted wife. While he 
was my senior by many years, we became close friends. I 
grew to lore him as a father, and when I learned that the 
angel of death had summoned him it seemed as though one -0f 
elo e kin had been ta.ken away. Death is always an unwelcome 
guest, and to JAMES P. LATTA an unannounced one. Strong 
and vigorous of tatnre, it was little dreamed by th-Ose who 
knew him best that a dreaded malady had fastened upon him 
its poisonous fangs. He was hurried to the greatest hospital 
in the world but there told that life was his but a few weeks 
longer. With th t fortitude which had characterized the every 
a.ct of hi life he prepared tor· his departure to the unknown 
world from whose bourn no traveler returns. He had lived 
hi life well; he had performed eyery duty to the best of his 
ability and went to the future with no dread, save that dread 
-0f 11arting from tho e who were near and dear to him. 

Our congressional life h:ls many joys and pleasures, many 
rrows and Yicissitudes. Most that we say here will ne\~r be 

heeded· .much that "W"e do here will soon be forgotten; but one 
thing ~ill never-no, never-perish-sweet friendship, the 
most delightful relationship of life, will remain like the ever­
green and leave us only when body and soul are parted. JAMES 
P. LATTA has gone, but the memories -0f his friendship wiil be 
with 11s forever. 

Farewell: A word that has been and must be 
A word that makes us linger-yet-farewell. 

.And so, my friends, we can offer but little comfort to the 
oorr.owing family in the loss of this dear man, but we can 
offer them the hope that when they look above and beyond this 
life they will some day meet the husband and the father there; 
because we read in the Good Book that it is said, "I will go 
and prepare a pla.ce for you," and I believe that JAMES P. 
LATTA's spirit rests with his .Maker abo·re, and that when his 
spirit ascended on high was recei1ed, it was said. "Well done, 
thou good and faithful serrnnt; enter thou into the joy of the 
Lord.n 

Mr. CULLOP. Mr. Speaker, the frequency of such occa ions 
as has called this Honse together to-day admonishes us of the 
uncertainty of life and the irrevocable fate of all humanity. 
Tra'.\el as man mny and the same fate is his ultimate destiny, 
from which there is no rescue. 

JA!fES P. LAT'TA, whose memory .we have con1ened to honor, 
has trnxeled the great highway of life from one ten:ninul to 
the other, and entered into the enjoyment of hi well-earned 
rewar-d. IDs was an unusual life, fun of the experiences which 
few men ham enjoyed. 1.rwice a pioneer on the we tern 
frontier, he bore witness to the marvelous development which 
has trnnspired in the last half century in a great and growing 
section of our country. 

Born in the State of Ohio, at the age of 3 yea.rs his pa.rents 
.moved with him to the far distant Iowa, then the western 
limit of civilization, and there began the life of a pioneer. He 
was reared among the hazards and dangers of frontier life 
until he was about 20 years of age, when he resolred to move 
westward and become a pioneer on his own responsibility. Not 
a single mile of railroad or telegraph had been built west of 
the Missouri River, and the prairie schooner and stagecoach 
on the old National T1.·a.il were the only means of transportation 
which invaded that boundless territory, with its inexhaustible 
resources, awaiting the advent of a civilized people to open 
na.ture~s great storehouses. 

Mr. FOSTER Mr. Speaker, I am honored by being able to Before he had attained his majority, armed with dauntless 
say soruethin.g of the life and .character of Hon. JAMES P. LATTA, courage, supported by stalwart manhood and a fixed determi­
formerly a .Member of this House. nation,. he started for the frontier in northern Nebraska to 

On l\1rA LA1"TA's entrance into Congress it was my fortune to found a home- and car1e out a fortune for himself. He had 
become acqua.int.ed with him immediately, and I lived in the been educated in the great school of human experience, with 
same house with him during his entire service in the House limited facilities to cultivate his mind and but few opportuni­
of Ilcpresentattrns. ties to apply the fragmentary rudiments of the meager erluca-

Mr. LATTA was of that pioneer, rugged stock that knew what tion afforded the old settlers. For 200 miles he penetrated 
it was to fight for what you get in life. He was deprived of the West on foot, eeking the place of his future home, where he 
an education, except what he oould secure at the public s~hools lived until he died. He was one of the first settlers who car­
<>f that .early time. His educati-On, though, was the learning of ried the flickering lamp of civilization into that land where the 
good common sense, hone ty, industry, and integrity. painted and plumed b.a.rba.ri.a.n held undisputed sway, that its 

When a young man, scarcely 19 years of age, he left his feeble rays might radiate over the expansfre prairies 'U.lld an­
home in Iowa and all that was dear to him then, and started nounce the beginning of a new era. He built his home with 
across the country .afoot, traveling several hundred miles, set- the hostile Indians as his only neighbors, where the moan of 
tling in the Territory of Nebraska, there to seek his fortune the buffalo the howl of the wolf, and the scream of the eagle 
and make his way in the world. alone broke the silent vigils -of the long weary njghts. 

We who ha·rn not had that experience little ;realize what it His pioneer cabin was home, and around it the winds which 
.means to go out into a new country and make a home. I ha rn swept the broad untamed prairies sang requiems to break tl1e 1

1

. 

always felt tllat those who g-0 into the wilderness, go into a monotony of slowly speeding time. But time worked its weary 
new country, and blaze the '\UY, deserrn great credit. It is waY, and the civilization of which he was the advance guard \ 
an easier thing to follow the trail after it has been blazed than came trooping along in its westward march, and the uncivi­
it is to start out and make the trail Mr. LA.TT.A., having in- lized red man reluctantly, like the Arab, folded his tent and 
du. try, integrity, and character and force of determinati~n to moved along toward the setting un. As the proce ses of a 
win, did win in h1 new home and became one of the promment never-ceasing evolution unfolded its progress before him for 
citizens of that gr.eat St.:i.te. He was honored by the people of review, he saw the Indian villages disappear, and towns and 
his State by being elected to the lower house of the legislature, cities, hives of human industry and thrift, erected on their 
and on his election to Congre s he was then a member of the ruins; he saw the wigwam decay and the home of the sturdy · 
State senate of Nebraska.. In these positions he showed his settler take its place; the schoolhouse and the church builded . 
worth as a man. He stood for the right of the people; he knew for the diffusion of knowledge and civilization, and the arts of I 
what it wa.s to struggle. He knew what it was to be poor, peace supplant the habits and customs of barbarism. He saw 
and when he became independent, so far as this world's goods the great .prairies over which herds of wild beasts hnd fed and 

1

. 

are concerned, he did not forget those less fortunate, and his roamed reduced to cultivati'on and produce beyond the sanguine 
sympathy was always with them. expectations of the most optimistic; he saw the dry and parched 

As a Member of this House oo discharged his duties with desert drink of the lhring waters of the streams flowing .along 
great credit, which was reflected upon his district, upon the its borders and become rich and fertile lands, teeming with 
State, and upon the Nation. He took an interest in public products to supply the wants of. the people at .home, and fur .. 
affairs and was always at his post of duty, ready to discharge nish a surplus to swell the markets in distant s.ections and aid 
whatever duties might be necessary to be performed as a 1\fem- the ever growing commerce of a mighty people in the greatest 

1 ber of this House. I feel that the Nation has been honored by country on the globe. 1 

the election of such a man as JAMES P. LATTA. to Congress. It · All these occur1.·ed within his time, passed under his review.· 
is to be regretted that he did not live long enough to serve his like a panorama, and in their marvelous growth he had been a 
term and :pass to higher honors in the State and the Nation, potent factor, n.nd in the important p~t he had played in this \ 
where he might be of even greater service to the people. wonderful tr-ansformation, this great and good work, his people 

His domestic life was of the happiest. He was a devoted recognized his m€rit, his real worth, and confided greater re­
husband mid father and took great delight in the company of sponsibilities to him. They elected him to represent them in 
bis family, and he was happy when he was with them. He their State legislature, where he acquitted himself so satisf.ae­
alm1r tried to make the life of his devoted wife one of pleas- torily that they chose him to represent them in the State senate, ' 
urc, and she was his constant companio~ and for his faithful attention and splendid work they called 
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bim twice to sene them in the United States Congress, which 
he was doing when his untimely end came. In every public 
capacity he was the same true and faithful public servant and 
never betrayed their confidence or forfeited their esteem. 

His experience, covering the many stations he had occupied 
from a pioneer homesteader to the position of a man of wealth 
and influence and high public position, enabled him to under­
stand the various wants of the people engaged in various voca­
tions, and his sturdy character and unflinching integrity made 
him a positi"rn force in advocating the cause of his constituency, 
which he ably and faithfully did as a Member of this body. 

The pioneer is rapidly passing from among us; soon, ah, 
much too soon, we will know him no more. Their places will 
not be easily filled. They were heroes whose virtues should be 
extolled. Their contribution to civilization, to the country's 
progress, desenes particular attention, and tileir characters, 
standing out boldly among the most useful the country has pro­
duced, should be impressed upon poste1ity as great, good, and 
patriotic. But few, if any, can excel them; their work speaks 
for itself, and we are forcibly reminded of their wise endeavors 
in every institution in our common counh·y as the product of 
their handiwork. 

Their work, unaided by example or experience from which 
they could pattern, dedicated to the foundation of a new civili­
zation, the organization of society and the creation of a new 
Government, called for the exercise of the best faculties of the 
head and heart, and the truest wisdom with which man could 
be endowed, the highest order of integrity and patriotism the 
world could furnish, in order that what they created might 
meet the requirements of succeeding ages and measure up to the 
responsibilities which the future would demand of them. Im­
bued with this great responsibility, penetrating the darkness in 
which the future was veiled, estimating with almost mathe­
matical certainty the marvelous progress which would follow 
their endeavor, they accomplished their work with such won­
derful accuracy, with such unselfish patriotism and untiring 
deYotion to public we~fare, that it has adequately performed 
e>ery purpose to which it was dedicated, and as time unfolds 
the secrets hidden from view, their wisdom and capacity is the 
more firmly established and r.evealed. 

\Ve venerate the names of our military heroes and great 
statesmen by the erection of mc;:rnments and statues to show 
our appreciation of their great services to their counh·y; we 
signalize their achievements in story and song; we glorify their 
virtues by emulating their examples, but we have failed to pay 
the proper amount of attention, I fear, to the sturdy characters 
oi' our pioneers, who, amid the dangers and hardships, formed 
sE:ttlements, established civilization, and founded social govern­
ment among hostile foes and conquered the enemies of progress. 

To them the country's posterity for an time owes a debt of 
gratitude which it can never pay. The sturdy pioneer per­
formed a work which redounds to his glory, erected for him­
self a monument in the hearts of the people which will endure 
long after monuments of marble and statues of brass have 
crumbled to dust and have perished from the minds of men. 
His work was dedicated to the uplift of humanity, and an ap­
preciative posterity will regard it as the greatest heritage ever 
bequeathed to the human race. Time will not diminish its 
importance, the people can not underestimate its value, and the 
future will keep secure their fame and revere their precious 
memories. In the demise of our lamented colleague a pioneer 
11as fallen and the country suffers because of his removal, but 
his example is left as a precious legacy to his family and 
friends. " Peace to his ashes." 

Mr. STEPHENS of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Members of this 
House are once more called upon to mourn the loss of one of its 
most useful Members-Hon. JAMES P. LATTA, of Tekamah, 
Nebr.-near the close of the Sixty-first Congress. He represented 
the third congressional district of Nebraska, having received 
26,832 votes to 24,865 cast for his Republican opponent, Hon. 
John F. Boyd, in a district that had for many years been a strong 
Republican district. l\fr. LATTA was a member of the State sen­
ate at the time of his election to this House. Who has not ob­
sened the wonderful, although undefinable, power some men 
possess over their fellows? Is it personal magnetism or elec­
tricity, or is it to be found in what we sometimes hear called 
electrobiology or mesmerism? Is it the mysterious force of the 
human will? Is it a secret or unknown power which the human 
mind can not understand? Whatever it may be, this power was 
possessed by Congressman LATTA in a remarkanie degree. He 
drew men to him by his earnest, direct, and convincing manner. 
It has been truthfully said that an honest man is the noblest 
work of God. The honesty and integrity of Mr. LATTA were un­
questioned, and impressed themselves on the voters of his dis­
trict and his associates in this House in so convincing a manner 

that they regarded him as one of God's noblemen. And for this 
reason we who knew him best as a l\fember of this House rev­
erence his memory the most. · Mr. LATTA "as a good father, 
husband, friend, and legislator, and always so impressed him­
self on his associates. I served on the same committee-the 
Committee on Indian Affairs-with him, and he was my close 
personal friend and party associate, and there was no man on 
the committee for whom I had a higher personal regard. He 
possessed a remarkably clear judgment on all business affairs, 
having been a very successful man himseif. He very readily 
grasped the many business matters coming before our committee 
relating to Indian affairs. He was regarded as one of the 
safest and best legislators on the committee. 

Mr. LATTA. was born near Ashland, Ohio, and when 2 years , 
old his father removed to eastern Iowa, being one of the earliest 
pioneers of that country. His father was a farmer, and young 
LATTA worked on the farm during crop seasons, and attended 
school during the winter months, where he acquired his limited 
education. In. 1863, at the age of 19 years, he emigrated to 
Nebraska, where he lived at the time of his death. He walked 
several hundred miles in making this change of residence. 
There were no railroads in this country at that time, and Ne­
braska was then a Territory. Mr. LATTA was a pioneer and 
an original homesteader of Nebraska, and grew up and pros­
pered with his State. Mr. LATTA is the only Congressman I 
ever knew who moved to strike from a bill under consideration 
in the House an appropriation of money to be expended in his 
State. Yet this is exactly what he did on February 1, 1910; 
Page 1345 of the CoNGRESSION.AL RECORD shows that the Clerk 
read the following clause of the Agriculture appropriation bill: 

Nebraska National Forest Reserve, $18,250. 
Mr. LATTA rose and said: 
l\lr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last word. I have listened 

yesterday and to-day to this discussion about the appropriations for 
these national forest reserves. In my State of Nebraska you apprc­
priat~ $18,000 for the maintenance of · a national reserve. You can 
buy all the timber on that reserve for less than $5,000. You can 
not propagate timber there, because the reserve is leased to sheep­
men, and the sheep eat off every bush that grows. I agree with the 
gentleman from Wyoming [1\Ir. MO"NDELL] that these appropriations 
seem extravagant, unreason.able, and uncalled for. We commenced in 
1901 with an appropriation of $90,000. In nine years we have in­
cre~sed it to $5,000,000. Now, what have we got for it? Are we 
maKing parks or pleasure reserves, or are we trying to propagate and 
increase the growth of timber? If we are trying to increase the growth 
of timber, we are also leasing these reserves to men who are grazing 
sheep, goats, and cattle and horses on them, and thereby destroying 
every small tree and bush. Now, the two things do not work together. 
It is unwarranted extravagance and misjudgment, in my opinion. I 
am not criticizing the members of this committee, but are the people 
getting value received for the money expended? It looks to me as 
though they are not. 

Mr. LATTA then offered an amendment to strike out this 
Nebraska appropriation, but his amendment was defeated by 
other Members of Congress from Nebraska. But this incident 
shows .the self-denial and honesty of purpose of our ~eceased 
friend. Refusing this needless, in my judgment, appropriation 
of public funds places Mr. LATTA in a class by himself. 

Mr. LATIA did not believe in landlordism and was opposed to 
large landed estates, and believed that some equitable maans 
should be devised of dividing them up into small holdings, so 
that the tenants on large farms and ranches and Indian and 
other land reservations could become .the owners of small 
tracts by making small annual paymwts therefor. He said 
that he would be glad to divide up his own large farm and 
ranch property in the same way, and that he had often ad­
vanced money to young tenants on his ranches to pay for their 
land on the annual installment plan. The members of our com­
mittee valued very highly the advice given us by this excellent 
business man and kind-hearted philanthropist in regard to tha 
best disposition of the large Indian landed estates -of the West. 

Mr. LATTA was born, lived, and died on the outskirts of .Ameri­
can civilization, where he helped to settle and civilize one of 
the best States in the Union. All honor to this old sturdy 
pioneer, statesman, loving husband, kind and indulgent father, 
safe adviser, and faithful friend. This fast-fading school of 
old pioneers may well be described as-

Tall and strong, and swift of foot were they, 
Beyond the dwarfing city's pale abortions; 
Becaqse their thoughts had never been the prey 
Of care or gain : the green woods were their portions. 
No sinking spirits told them they grew gray ; 
No fashion made them apes of her distortions. 
Simple they were, not savage; and their rifles, 
Though very true, were not yet used for trifles. 
Motion was in their days, rest in their slumbers, 
And cheerfulness the handmaid of their toil ; 
Nor yet too many nor too few their numbers, 
Corruption could not make their hearts her soil. 
The lust which stings, the splendor 'which encumbers, 
With the free foresters divide no spoil. 
Serene nor sullen were the solitudes 
Of this unsighing .people of the West. 
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:Mr. l\fAGUIRE of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, we have laid 
aside the usual routine of public business and assemble here 
this afternoon to pay a brief tribute to the life and services 
of a late :Member and our lamented colleague, Hon. JAMES P. 
LATTA. 

He was born near Ashland, Ohio, October 31, 1844, and when 
a child of but 2 years of age he moved with his parents to the 
eastern part of the Territory of Iowa. He grew to manhood 
with much the same training and surroundings as other boys 
of his time-working on bis father's farm and attending dis­
trict school dming the winter months. In 1863, before over­
land railroads were constructed, he traveled across Iowa and 
into Nebraska Territory, where he located on a Government 
homestead in Burt County, near the Missouri River and close 
to the present town of Tekamah. He lived on this farm, which 
has been enlarged to 3,000 acres, and in the town of Tekamah 
till his death on September 11, 1911. A few weeks before his 
death he sought relief for stomach trouble and underwent 
an operation, from which he never recovered. He leaves in 
his immediate family a ·widow and two sons to mourn his loss. 

While we are eulogizing the memory of Mr. LATTA here in 
this House more particularly from the point of view of his 
public service, still I can not fail to recall the more realistic 
and vivid story of his life as told by his friends and neighbors 
at his home on the day of his funeral, which I attended as one 
of the official congressional party. The people had gathered 
there not only from among his neighbors and fellow townsmen, 
but also from many parts of the State to pay their respects 
to a departed friend. Each one in that gathering felt a per­
sonal loss in l\Ir. LATTA's death. The simple but eloquent 
story of his everyday life was in the minds and upon the lips 
of the thousands of those who knew almost his every deed 
and act and thought. To them his life was an open book, and 
in it they prided themselves in having a part. Friends vied 
with each other in relating his many acts of charity, kindness, 
nnd early sacrifice. The people of his district had implicit 
confidence in his honesty, his industry, and his. ability. To 
travel with him over his large district seemed like going 
through his own neighborhood, where each one had a personal 
interest in his welfare and all knew him as " Uncle JrM 
LATTA.." 

Mr. LATTA was a man of simple tastes and democratic in 
manner and sympathy. Because of his companionable dispo­
sition large experience, and good judgment it was indeed a 
pleas~re and a profit to accept his hospitality. Entering Con­
gress at the same time and living at the same hotel, I found 
it a privilege to have the advantage of his association. 
Although a man of strong convictions, still he was tolerant and 
charitable in thought and accorded to others the right to follow 
their own standards of right living. His long experience gave 
him a keen insight into the problems and trials which multiply 
around the average man. When there was conflict of ideas 
among men he saw and understood how honest differ~nces of 
opinion might arise among many minds and diversity of envi­
ronment. He did not fail to take the larger view of life. He 
was an optimist and had unfaltering faith in the future. 
Courage and hope rather than fear and despair characterized 
his attitude toward life. Integrity of word and action made 
him understood by all, and you always knew what he meant by 
what be said. Physically he was large, stron~, and rugged, 
and conserved to the last his energies. Temperate in all his 
personal conduct and habits, he was able, therefore, to lead 
an active and strenuous life to the very close. 

While he directed most of his efforts to the building up and 
development of the new country and to the care of his increasing 
properties, still he had been the recipient, more particularly in 
later years, of many public honors, which he modestly accepted. 
In 1887 he represented his district in the lower house of the Ne­
braska State Legislature and in 1907 was a member of the 
State senate. In 1008 he was elected as a Democrat from the 
third Nebraska district to the Sixty-first Congress and was re­
elected to the Sixty-second Oongref?S. Where he played the larger 
part, I believe, was as a pioneer and Nation builder. He w!ls 
contemporaneous with the last and greatest epoch of our his­
tory which comprehended our industrial and civic expansion 
and growing nationality. • 

The rounded character of The man made it possible for him 
to become a potential force in our industrial expansion, while 
his constructive nature he1ped in the organization of political 
society. When he reached Nebraska Territory he found the 
Indian and buffalo in possession, with only a few ·scattered 
settlements of white men. Natural obstacles in the new coun­
try yielded slowly at first. The blizzards, droughts, grass­
hopper pests, and hard times made up some of the conditions 
which tried the courage of men, and many were the pioneers 

who were compelled to surrender the heroic struggle. But 
with Mr. LATTA he refused to yield and ultimately reaped a 
comfortable reward, but not more than he desen·ed. He was 
a man who was not satisfied with meeting simple situations, 
but insisted on overcoming great obstacle . When he had 
passed from the stage of poverty and hardships he did not 
forget nor cease to help those who still suffe~ed through mis­
fortune. He gave freely to those in need a.:id without any 
assurance or guaranty of return. While he lived his later 
years in the new surroundings, still he felt the early spirit 
nnd sympathized with the old conditions. When he was called 
into the larger activities of life and the complex problems 
of expanding business he never forgot the joys and sorrows 
of his friends and neighbors. 

While his congressional career was not long, still it was an 
enduring one of splendid service. He was a constant attendant 
at his committees and in the House and to all his congressional 
duties up to the time of his last illness. His large fund of 
information and practical experience were brought to bear in 
the examination of every question, and in the material and 
economic development he spoke with some authority. He held 
a high conception of the public service and left the impress of 
his life and cha1·acter as a contribution to the parliamentary 
history of his country. · He ceased to act and laid down life's 
activities only when the ministering angel of death approached. 
When the soul of this man passed to its Creator and the eo.rth 
closed in upon all that was mortal of JAM.Es P. LATTA, then 
ended the career of a Christian soldier, a true man, and an 
honorable public servant. 

Mr. KINKAID of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, as a Member from: 
the great agricultural State of Nebraska, which sent JAM.Es P. 
LATTA to Congress, I desire also to add tribute to his memory. 
M:y remarks will not be based upon a long and intimate per­
sonal acquaintance. Though I had been a resident of Nebraska: 
for nearly 30 years, I had not actually become personally ac­
quainted with Mr. LATTA until I met him here in Washington 
as Member elect of the third Nebraska district. But, hlr. 
S11eaker, energetic and enterprising men, who for years have 
helped to build up and advance their communities, their home 
towns, counties, and States, become known for their citizenship; 
they gain a reputation which makes them known farther and 
wider than it is practicable, even, to one with much travel to 
extend his acquaintance. A man may do so little as never to 
be heard of b~yond the confines of his small community. On 
the other hand, he may achieve so much as to become widely 
and favorably known for his great value as a citizen, by repu­
tation merely, throughout a great country like ours and even 
beyond the seas. LATIA was so much a part of his part of 
Nebraska that its history could not be written without making 
him, among its other strong pioneers, one of the principal 
factors. 

Thus it was that for nearly 30 years before I met him here 
as a Representative of his district I had known him well by 
his well-earned reputation as one of the leading men and citi­
zens, not only of his home county, but of the territory which 
comprises the congressional district he so ably and faithfully 
represented. We had seldom caught sight of each other in 
Nebraska from the circumstance that we lived on different 
railway lines which carried us to the metropolis and to the 
capital of the State and, in a measure, that we were not both 
Democrats. It was on account of what 1\Ir. LATTA was doing 
as a business man-a large landowner and farmer, a breeder of 
pure-bred and high-grade live stock, a leading, active, and popu­
lar banker, and a Democratic political factor-that, incidentally; 
I came to know him by reputation. If prominent farmers and 
live-stock raisers were being talked of, LATTA was one of them. 
If popular bankers were the subject, LATTA was sure to receive 
favorable mention. If a Democratic district or State conven­
tion was being discussed, "Jar" LATTA, of Burt, was sure to 
be taken into the reckoning. So, while I had not really become 
acquainted with LATTA before his coming here, I knew him as 
you 'may know parts of your State or country you have never 
seen-by learning its geography from a map. 

LATTA was so much a part of the business, citizenship, and 
political geography of his part of the State; he had put himself 
on the map of northeast Nebraska so conspicuou ly in its up­
building that he became, in the county of Burt, in particular, 
one of its early landmarks, and so he remained during life. 
LATTA grew as the country grew. Every time a new map had 
to be made, on account .of the development and advancement 
of his section of the State, such as the formation of new coun­
ties and new political di-visions, his prominence as a landmark 
thereon became increased. His progress and development kept 
pace with that of the new and rapidly developing country which 



, 

1912. OONGRESSION AL -RECORD-HOUSE. 7197 
he had chosen as bis home. He made good the advice of 
Greeley, "Go west and grow up with the country." He hel.J?ed 
to develop and advance his section of the State and by so domg 
ije·rnloped and advanced himself. 

nut l\fr. Speaker, it is due mutually to LATTA and northeast 
Nebra~ka as a section to observe that his section was not 
iJaclting in~ strong men, successful men-successful in busi­
ness prominent as citizens-some who were entitled to be 
considered as financiers in a great State, others prominent for 
their citizenship. In fact, the county of Burt, his home, can 
boa t of a number of men who became conspicuous for their 
ability and achievements in commercial and in public life. The 
county seat town of Tekamah, where he made his home for 
nearly 50 years, produced, noticeably, a number of men who 
distinguished themselves in official life. As a consequence, the 
faT"orable estimate to be placed upon LATTA is increased rather 
than diminished by the character of his environments. It was 
necessary that he be found worthy in comparison and in pro­
portion with his surroundings in order that he should becom~ 
politically honored, and it is to his credit that he was found 
thus worthy, with the standard of the citizenship of bis town 
and county so high. 

Taking a wider view, going away from his home to the other 
counties . of his congressional district, the estimate is legiti­
mately increased by the fact that situated therein are some of 
the b-est towns and foremost men of Nebraska, men who, like 
ILATTA distinguished themselves _as business men and financiers 
and a't the same time, for their high qualities and attainments 
in the best citizenship-political and official honors included. 

~fr. Speaker, observation and reflection have convinced me 
that two particular qualifications conh·ibnte larg~ly to e~cep-. 
tional or extraordinary success. From the practical busmess 
standpoint, one possessed with the faculty to perceive oppor­
tunities coupled with the ability to improve them, to turn them 
to bis ,~dvantage, such a man becomes a capitalist by the pos­
session of these qualities alone. A scholar who was a world­
:wide traveler declared, having the United States particularly in 
1

mind that "America " was another name for H opportunity." 
The hlstory of our country, its rapid growth in population, in 
·development and wealth, and its relative standing with the 
civilized natlons of the world, together with the attainments 
and achievements realized by persons of humble beginnings, 
abundantly prove the declaration to have been true. Our United 
States, over all its broad dpmain, has been a country of unusual 
opportunities, and the newer and less deve~oped. part has all the 
time afforded, according to the popular idea, the best oppor­
tunities for making a start. 

The star of empire has all the time moved from the East 
westward into the new and undeveloped West. Young men 
ha-rn emulated the example set by their pioneer fathers by leav­
ing their old homes and going West. to g~ow up .with ~e c~un­
try. It would seem likely LATTA mhented this predilection, 
bis parents having removed from Ohio to eastern Iowa, and 
this inheritance, Mr. Speaker, proved a rich legacy to LATTA. 
He was possessed of a practical turn of mind. To him was 
ci-ren the clear vision to recognize opportunities large and 
~mall and he was possessed of the qualifications to make each 
his o~n. In his make-up he was not lacking in confidence; 
neither was he overconfident. A good, sound judgment secured 
for him about the right balance. 1\fany men perceive opportu­
nities to be good but have not the ability or confidence or 
courage to impro~e them. Others pass opportunities by for 
want of the faculty to percetre them. It is the few who both 
perceive and avail themselves of the advantage of the better 
or best opportunities. It is easy enough to look backward and 
see the numerous valuable opportunities we have passed, but 
this constitutes only observation and experience; thus we see 
what we hnve lost or missed. It is the foresight which makes 
for success, 1\Ir. Speaker. Hope pictures the future better than 
the past or present and sees the distant land superior to the 
home neighborhood. Distance lends enchantment to the imagi­
natiYe view, and the farther away the more alluring. 

Thus with delight we linger to survey 
The promised joys of life's unmeasured way. 
Thus from afar each dim ·discovered scene 
More pleasing seems than all the past hath been. 

Young LATTA might have done well at that period, 1863, to 
have remained near the parental homestead in ea~ern Iowa. It 
is certain that on his journey across the State for the Missouri 
River he passed through much virgin country, affording oppor­
tunities equal to what he found in eastern Nebraska, but the 
imagination of the son of the pioneer parents brought to him 
the view of the ·country west of the Missom·i as a promise 
land, where it appeared. to him his success might become 
equal to that of the most successful within the limits of his 

hitherto limited observation. At this time---=1863-the Missouri 
River Valley did abound in great opportunities-chances com­
mensurate with the work and worth of industrious and virile 
men. 

New communities were to be established; towns, cities, and 
a capital and metropolis were to spring up in Nebraska; but 
the new and fertile farm lands were the infallible investment. 
They were certain to reach a -value tenfold, if not a hundredfold 
or two hundred fold more than then could be realized. LATTA 
saw this, and he proceeded to make the most of it. He acquired. 
lands and live stock, and continued to expand in these until he 
had become onQ of the leading men of business and wealth in his 
community. Finally, his surplus of money being adequate, he 
embarked in a bank. When drought, grasshoppers, and, as a 
result thereof, depression came, he did not lose faith, but per e­
vered, maintaining his faith in the future of the country and 
the people as well. He banked on his fuitll in the future of the 
country; one less farsighted, resourceful, courageous, and mag­
nanimous might have viewed it that he even banked his bank on 
risks taken with his patrons in their financial exigencies; but 
LATTA's never-erring business prescience reassured him and he 
firmly adhered to it. When the patrons of his bank were con­
fronted with executions and mortgage foreclosure, chattel and . 
real, he did not forsake them, even when their holdings, judged 
by their selling value at the time, did not warrant the risks 
which he took. 

But LATTA looked beyond the exceptional conditions; he rea­
soned that the country possessed a sure foundation for a pros­
perous future. He reasoned that the crop failures caused by 
drought would be followed by a succession of abundant crops, 
and that grasshoppers might never return again, and his faith 
was vindicated.. The risks bis bank took, which in some cases 
caused his wisdom as a banker to be challenged, turned out to 
be bread cast upon the waters to bring him an hundredfold. 
Prosperity restored, business men and farmers, who had been 
borrowers of his bank, with a few years of good crops and 
good business became themselves money lenders and depositors, 
with the result that the deposits of LATTA's bank were 
greatly augmented. I have not heard that Mr. LATTA in his 
young manhood aspired to a political career, and infer th.at his 
going into politics, being elected first as a representative to 
the Nebraska State Legislatme, and afterwards to the State 
Senate was the result of his successful and popular business 
and citlzenship reputation. I deem it probable this was the 
evolution of circumstances. He had proven, even vindicated, 
his faith in the country and his confidence in his fellow men, 
and how could they better return the compliment than by show­
ing their confidence in him by choosing him, first as their State 
le!dslator and thereafter as their Congressman? With two 
te~ms in Congress, bis political ambition was fully gratified. 

For some time previous to receiving any warning of his 
affliction which pro-red to be fatal he had declared his intention 
to not be a candidate for renomination or reelection. He had 
also stated to friends that he would not entertain the thought 
of a candidacy for governor, for which he had received farnr­
able mention. He regarded his two terms in Congress ·as a tes­
timonial. a reward, of his previous career, the merits of his 
citizenship, business and otherwise, including, also, his two 
terms in the State legislature. Politically, his cup was full, 
and it was his desire to go back to the sunlit prairies, to his 
large farm and behold the broad acres, heavy with grain, to 
hear the ldw of countless cattle grazing on green pastures, the 
industrious rattle of the mower and reaper, to scent the clover 
and apple blossoms, enjoy the songs of birds, and watch his 
herd of deer and antelope race and gambol over the bills of the 
ample park they feel they own. 

Mr. Speaker, for his locality LATTA was a man of large wealth, 
and his constituents had conferred a well-earned distinction 
b_y several times choosing him as their lawillaker, state and 
national. He was fortunate in his domestic life. He could 
not have wished for more. He is survived by a most estimable 
wife, with sons who have already become successful and promi­
nent and promising in business spheres.. One of them has 
been honor "d by being elected mayor of the home town, which 
office I think, he now holds. These worthy young men are sure 
to cdnserve and add to the property not only they inherit, but 
as well the good name of their distinguished father. 

Mr. Speaker, with other Congressmen I was present at the 
funeral of Mr. LATTA. The capacity of the town to accommo­
date even for the daytime the thousands of friends and ad­
mirers who came to pay their last tribute of respect to the 
deceased was taxed to its limit, if not overtaxed. During my 
stay of 24 hours it was my pleasure to converse with many 
who had known Mr. LATTA for years and had known as well 
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the people of Burt County by whom Mr. LA.TT.A. was so well 
known, and I was deeply impressed by the numerous expressions 
voluntarily made of the h~gh esteem in which he was held. 
The personal popularity of whicll I was so strongly convinced 
he bad enjoyed and deserved to- enjoy explained fully to me 
why it was and how it was that Mr. LATTA, a Democrat, in 
a county which was nornially Republican by seven or eight 
hundred had been able in his several campaigns to carry the 
county by so large a majority. 

In the throng that assembled at the tomb on the green .table­
land which overlooks the peaceful Missouri Valley were men 
of e-rery calling and every variation of political faith. Settlers 
who had been carried through depression, pioneers whose falter­
ing courage had been sustained in seasons of distress, and busi­
ness men who had found help in periods of panic came to mourn 
the Joss of the man who was ever a. vitalizing force- in the 
community where he had established his home. .And while older 
men remembered many a kindly act, the young looked a way from 
the quiet resting place, there in the State which had been the 
land of promise to the Iowa boy of long ago, and felt within 
them the power to make much of their opportunities. 

Surely, the value of a man's life, the true meaning of his 
span of years, shall be measured not in material possessions 
or even in special achievements, but in his relations to his 
fellow men. If he shall ham in him the spirit which recog­
nizes the universal brotherhood, and if he shall be guided by 
that spirit, then he is to be numbered among those whose so­
journ in the world has made the world better. By this measure 
JAMES P. LATTA is to be remembered as one of the Nation's build­
ers, a man who labored conscientiously in a small way at first, 
because he could cheerfully accept as his task whatever was 
nearest to his hand. With a large faith in humanity, as well 
as in opportunity, he held himself loyally to the work of de­
veloping his part of the country, and thus he contributed 1iber­
ally to the general welfare-thus he set the example of noble 
citizenship which· prepares wisely and abundantly for future 
generations. 

In the years that are coming the influence of J AMES P. LATT.A. 
will remain potent. The love and gratitude which he -kindled 
in the hearts of all who knew him will stimulate effort and pre­
serve high ideals which will be passed on. This is the rich 
heritage that he left, and i.l.11 who contemplate it must bow in 
reverence to the name that will stand in Nebraska for all the 
sterling virtues the kindly sympathies, the unseJfish trait~. and 
the exalted ideals which combine to make a man the repre­
sentative of the highest type of ·American cit~zenship, 

Mr. NORRIS. Mr. Speaker, when the history of the great 
West is written and the story of the development µ.nd the 
ad-rancement, the civilization, the progress of education on the 
great plains is told it will be found that to JAMES P. LATTA., late 
l\fember of this body, and to other men like him, is due more 
than to any other class of people the wonderful development 
of that country, the wonderful progress of education, of civi­
lization, and of advancement. 

Born of humble parents, livtng, as I understand it, a life of 
poverty, he struggled along through life learning from his own 
experience every one of the trials and difficulties that beset 
the pioneer. That he was successful in his life financially and 
politically and in every other honorable respect only goes to 
demonstrate that he was made of the stuff that constitutes 
the truest and the noblest manhood. 

In our great Commonwealth Congressman LATTA took a 
prominent part in e-rery one of its steps of advancement. He 
was there at the beginning; he saw it develop into a great 
garden spot. He came into the country when it was unin­
habited, save by the red men; be saw it pass through all 
its trials and its troubles, and finally develop into one of the 
greatest agricultural sections of the country, if not of the 
entire civilized world. He lived in the midst of its greatest 
development. He was part and parcel of the advancement that 
it made. He was moved, Mr. Speaker, by no great persona\ 
ambition; he had no particular desire for honor or achievement, 
but he did every day what he believed was his duty to perform. 

l\Iany are the incidents that could be recounted, in addition 
to those that have been spoken of, that showed, during his life 
and the development of his great State, the wonderful tender­
ness of his heart as well as the ability of the man in a busi­
ness direction. He ne-rer sought public office. He had decided, 
long before it was Jmown either to him or to his friends that 
his days were numbered, that he would not again be a candi­
date for election to the House of Representatives. When this 
announcement was made in the newspapers of Nebraska there 
was immediate mention of his name in connection with the gov­
ernorship of our State, but he promptly stated through the ~ub-

lie press that at the expiration of his te~m he would never 
again seek or accept public office. 

He had led an eventful life, marked by honorable deeds all 
the way through. He had been successful in business, and he 
desired to put in the balance of his days in living a quiet life 
in his own home, enjoying the well-earned competency that his 
efforts had brought to him, and therefore he declined all fur­
ther political honor. If he had consented to the use of his name 
as a candidate, it is my judgment that there would have been 
but little if any opposition to his nomination for that office. 
His life is emblematic of what comes to the life of the higher 
class of pioneers. They are courageous, honest, and tender­
hearted. The many deeds of kindness that marked his pathway 
through this world would be an honor to the heritage of any 
man, and if at his funeral, around his open grave, 'every man 
to whom he l\ad done a favor or a kind deed would have 
thrown upon the coffin a rose of. recollection his grave would 
haYe been filled with the fragrant flowers of remembrance. 

Mr. Speaker, I be1ieve in an immortality. I believe that 
beyond this life there is an existence better, higher, and hap­
pier than the life we live here-a life of everlasting peace, 
of eternal bliss. We can not brush away the tear from the 
aged widow's cheek; we can not banish the sorrow from the 
hearts of loving children and loyal friends, but we can even 
in this hour reach a condition of satisfaction, almost of joy, 
at the thought that he whose loss we now mourn, while he was 
among us, planted along the thorny pathway we must all tread 
flowers that are blooming for our benefit, for our happiness, and 
for the comfort and pleasure of those who follow. Mr. Speaker, 
the Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but it is love, peace, 
.and joy. Into that kingdom Congressman LATTA has entered, 
and that peace he now enjoys. We can confer no greater 
honor upon his memory than to practice the virtues that the 
story of his life has taught us. We can do nothing greater or 
grander for the upbuilding of humanHy than to remember the 
example of his every~day life from the time he was a l\enniless 
boy walking across the plains of Iowa to his pioneer Nebraslm 
home up to the time of the close of his eventful career. Be­
lieving in the life he led, having faith in his honesty, in his 
integrity, recognizing the benefit that his life has been to 
humanity, to a broader belief in the Fatherhood of God and 
the fraternity of humanity, I want to say, honor to his memory 
here, peace to his ashes uow; rest and repose to his soul beyond. 

Mr. SLOA.l~. l\Ir. Speaker, a stalwart member of our :re­
braska delegation, in his late sixties has fallen. The afiliction 
which wasted his vigor and drained his life· was brief. 

Few men of his age came to this House with form so erect. 
carriage so virile, and such goodly physique as JAMES P. LATTA.. 
His name, personality, and presence would trace his a.nee h·y 
near unto the channel which divides the land of l\Iaore n.nd 
Burns. His facial dress and courteous bearing favor fi.ll earlier 
ancestral sh·ain. So, I belie-re, we had in him a min!.)1ing of 
the Celt and Gaul. 

He was a distant neighbor of my parents in eastern Iown . 
He left that place the year I was born. His span of life an<'t. 
activities co-1ered two pioneer periods; one of these in a forest 
county bordering the Mississippi, the other a somewhat similar 
county in :Nebraska bordering the Missouri. Before his life 
endeO. the Nebraska pioneer period had passed; its boundaries 
had inclosed· as fair a field, subdued and adorned by the arts 
of genius and indush'y, and its people regi. tered as great an 
intellectual and moral adrnnce as any part of this Slij)erb 
Union. 

I visited his farm home and saw his devotion to the tree 
planters' cause in the care of the natural forestry as well as the magnificent trees of his own early planting. He was an 
advocate of tree planting for which our State is named an<l 
famed. Among these spwted the herds of-deer and antelope­
forest denizens, which he kept and for which he cared. It was 
a devotion to the lessons and memory of his youth to lo-re the 
trees, to preserve and build the forest, and so follow tbe motto 
of Nebraska's great secretary, who, in season and out of season, 
bade the world " Plant trees." 

So I thought of my friend LA.TTA's untimely taking off in 
figure and imagery of trees. His fall from the appearance of 
health and strength was the fall of the oak. In the country 
where he and I spent our respective youths there grew the 
bending willow, the swaying birch, and the monarch oak. I 
have seen all of these lashed by the storm. I have seen the 
droop and disfigurement of willow and birch, but the oak, in all 
its sturdy grandeur, stood defiant. I have seen a later storm 
further wound and disfigUI'e willow and birch which still stood 
to live a. weakened life and a. delayed dissolution; but the oak, 
once betraying a weakened heart, defective body, or decayed 
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root, under the blast of the elements fell with mighty crash, 
there prone to lie in sublime humility where the shadow of its 
once proud form had rested. So the human willow or birch 
oft becomes the scriptural trespasser of fourscore years, while 
the human oak is not permitted its span of threescore and teu. 

There are men who strive for the unattainable and ex.pend 
their energies in vain though perhaps laudable pursuit; there 
are those whose faith would move mountains; and there are 
tp.ose whose ideals, pressed with industry and vigor, inspire 
the living and generations to come. Congressman LATTA was 
not one of these. There are those who~ attempting to move no 
mountains, lift from the human path obstructing stones;. there 
are these who see the immediate problems of life and solve 
them ; and there are those who see a present task and . hasten 
to perform it with what diligence and ability they possess. Of 
this latter- class was the Congressman. Through a useful and 
active life he met with resolution and industry the tasks and 
problems which confronted him. He did not pause to. regret 
yesterday's lost opportunity or dream of to-morrow's mighty 
achievement. He did the homely duty of to-day. He wa.s a 
type of Nebraska; pioneers; one of that class wh-0 came and 
stayed; the class that inconvenience of fronti.er life· did not 
fret, frowning nature. did not frighten, pestilence did oot dis­
hearten, and poverty did n-0.t present itself as tarrying guest. 

He had faith in the golden We.st, but he looked not for metal 
, i'n Pikes Peak slope ov California gulch. He looked to his 
steps and saw beneath his feet more· gold in the rich and fecund 
sen of Nebraska plains than all the Rocky Mountain y.ield or 
added coast ' production or yet the product of the- Klondike 
er· South Africa' golden store. In this he saw not wealth in 
lucky strike or deep and devious vein. That, to be pursued, 
meant leaving the sunshine and pure air of heaven to dig and 
delve in darkened pit where nauseous gases are. He saw, in 
prospect, 1:ea:sonable wealth to be had oi stirring seasonably 
the rich surface, seeding with scientific purpose, c.ultivating 
with the art of an engineer, garnering with care and marketinO' 
like an economist. Good results and fair reward for· him and 
those about him of his b.ent and energy foll-0wed, so. that .M:r. 
LATTA, in building up himself· and fortune, drew his com­
munity measUI"ably with him. 

In the economy of sentiment. and practice " neighbor-,.. is a 
g1·eat word. From a neighborhood there- can. not be banished 
envy, jealousy, unwarranted grndge, or ~ven hate. But the man 
who- can ov.erstep these, reduce each of them to a .minim.um, 
and command the- respect, obtain the suooort of not onJy friend 
and ally, but those of different political faith or business affilia­
tion, has not lived bi life in vain. That· man has achieved one 
of eartbts sweetest, if· not most commanding, distinctions .. 

JAMES P. LATTA waa.a neighborhood man.. His business asso­
ciates depended on his ripened judgment. His competitors re­
spected his methods and admired his ability. His fellow citi­
zens, over-looking party ties, suppo~ted most liberally his politi­
cal aspirations. His church valued highly his attendance and 
support, his lodge esteemed his fraternal support, and his. fam­
ily saw in him the qualities of which devoted husband and 
wo1:thy father are composed. 

I had met him casually in. Nebraska and found him friendly 
and courteous. When I first came to Washington, we talked 

. about many practical matters touching a new Congressman's 
work. Of these he seemed tQ· have a special grasp and .freely 
communicated many helpful suggestions. As I saw more of 
him I learned more- of why he stood so well at home. His bent 
of mind and corresponding course of action followed practical 
lines. He talked with a calm and modest pride of his district, 
its people, and its resoUl"ces. I assume that, thinking of these, 
talking of these, and acting concerning these, in his everyday 
intercourse and relation with his neighbors, inspired a confi­
dence in his honesty and rectitude, which, after all, g-0es a long 
way to supplant ultrapartisanship. So it was, wh€Ilever he 
appealed to the people of his. county their response was gen­
erous nnd whole~hearted~ 

Our friend LATTA. has answered the question of his being­
" whither?" We do not know what message he would return if 
the question of time should be submitted to him ill. regions 
eternal. We are taught the equality of action and reactfon, 
and the unerring relation of eause and effect. Every lesson 
of well-founded faith indieate.s the life to come to be- a realiza­
tion of the. feeble suggestions read in. the acts of this life. If 
doing well the tasks of earth is warrant for fitting compensation 
when ti.me shall cease, then Congress.man LAXrA Is enjoying 
his_ reward. 

1\fr. MA.GUIRE of Nebraska took fille chair aS. Spea1..rer pro 
t-empore. 

Mr. LOBECK. Mr. Speaker, we meet to-day to pay . tribute 
to the memory of our friend and colleague, the Hon. JAMES P. 
LATTA. . 

For over 30 years it was my great privilege· to know, per­
sonally, Congressman LATTA, and from the first day I became 
acquainted with him ·r realized I was in the presence of a 
manly man, a strong, noble character, w,hose word was as good 
as the safest bond and who commanded, by his daily life, the 
respect and confidence of his neighbors in every avenue of life1s 
activity. 

During life he was actively engaged in the banking business, 
also attending to and supervising his farms near Tekamah. 
Being a keen observer of events, with great foresight, he 
acquired· much land near his home, which bas since become 
very valuable. His great success in life in an his undertakings 
may. be attribllted to the uprightness and honesty which he dis­
played in all his dealings with his fellow ma~. observing. in his 
daily pradice the golden rule-doing unto others as he would 
be done by. 

Congt"essman LATrA. was a strong man of the common people. 
His ability to use common sense; his knowledge of men, and 
his fo:resightedness were- keen and his judgment clear- on all 
matters that confronted him. These characteristics made him 
a giant among all men, and his opinion and judgment were 
eagerly sought and accepted as coming from one clothed with 
authority.. 

In his dealings with the pi-oneer settlers of northeastern 
Nebraska he was kind and fair ; he knew their struggles in 
developing that new country; he held: out to them a helping 
hand; and many well-to-do, aye, even wealthy, farmers in 
his region owe a large measure o'f their success to the kind­
ness of JA.MES P. LATTA. Ko· better corroboration of this 
statement can be made than the high respect in which he 
was held by these pioneer settler&. They showed their devotion 
for him throughout his political career. No office in his State, 
had he desired it, would they have withheld. They. gave fur­
ther evidence of their love and respect for him when, with the 
great men of their State, they gathered from near and far- to 
pay thein last loving tribute in accompanying his remains to 
their last resting place, 

I met him first when I was: a commercial traveler. Often, 
and on nearly every trip, it was a pleasure fo me to· go into his 
bank and visit him. He was so strong, yet so kind and cheer­
ful~ that when I left him the-world seemed brighter for· ha-ving 
met him. The greatest inspi:ration to our fellow men is to 
scatter sunshine as. we pass by with a ha-ppy smile, a: cheerful 
word, kindly advice, and by lending a helping han.d~ This was 
one of his strong characteristics. The Master, the- grotle Naza­
rene, understood kindness,. taught it, and it has ever been so 
and will be until. the end of time. / 

I knew Congressman LA.TT.A in public life as a member of 
the law-making bodies of the State of Nebraska. He com­
manded, while serving in this capacity, the respect of his fel­
low legislators and his opinion was eagerly sought by his col­
leagues and his votes always cast on the ba.sis of equal justice 
to all. It was my pleasure to campaign in his district at his 
first electioll: to Congress. EYerywhere I went the pioneers 
knew "JIM LATTA,',. and everyone loved and respected him. 
When, later, my people honored· me by electing me a l\fember 
of this Congress, among the first to congratulate me was J°AMES 
P. LATTA. 

Upon coming here, he personally gave me the benefit of hiS 
experience; to me he was as a brother-nay, more, a wise coun­
selor-and was so kind in helping me in every way that I at 
once felt at home in my n.ew work and new associations. 

When his illness came he couHl not understand it. To me 
it seemed" so strange to see this strong, rugged man feet we_arS\; 
but it was the final call. When he left for his liome to rest, 
as he hoped for, we· waited for good news. Every day the 
Members would ask me,. "How is Mr. LATTA?" They knew 
him, respected, and loved him. We hoped and wished fo:r a 
speedy recovery and watched fo:r news from the sick room 
until one day, the news fiash.ed ove:r tne. wires, ".TAMES R. 
LATTA is no more." 

It was my sad privilege to attend the ~tuneral of my. friend. 
A great con.course of neighbors were present to. pay fina:Ij tdb 
ute, thus. sh.owing the esteem in· which he was held., G.entl~ 
hands laid: him away on a great hill overlooking to the- east. tlie­
State of Iowa, to the north and south the gre~t 1Uis.souri 
RiYer, and to the west the beautiful farms of Nebra:slta. 

JAMES P. LATTA loved his country, his flag, and. the Nhtio~ 
He loved, too, his adopted State of Nebraska. He bn.d known 
the_ State- for nearly a lifeti.rile; He andl his beloved companion 
Imew by experience the struggles gf the· pi<>neer. He had seem 
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his great State grow. He !fad helped develop it to become 
one of the greatest agricultural lands, and it was fitting that 
at the close of his busy life he. should be laid away along the 
banks of the great Missouri, overlooking the fairest of lands, 
the States he loved best. 

Ko language or words of mine could do ju&tice to the strong 
character and upright manhood of JAMES P. LATTA. His daily 
life is his best eulogy. In his passing away his city, his State, 
and the Nation lost a noble, h·ue-hearted, and upright citizen. 

To me it was a personal loss. He was my counselor and 
my friend, and I accord it a high privilege to pay tribute to 
his memory here to-day. 

:Ur. STEPHENS of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, a number of the 
Members of the House who desired to speak to-day are neces­
&'lrily absent, and I ask unanimous consent that those who wish 
to do so may have the privilege for five days of extending 
remarks in the RECORD upon the life, character, and services of 
the late Hon. JAMES P. LATTA. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LOBECK). The gentleman 
from Nebraska [1\Ir. STEPHENS] asks unanimous consent that 
Members wishing to extend-their remarks may have that privi­
lege. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

In accordance with the resolution previously agreed to, and 
as a further mark of respect to .the memory of 1\Ir. LATTA, the 
House (at 2 o'clock and 9 minutes p. m.) adjourned until to­
morrow, Monday, May 27, 1912, at 11 o'clock a. m. 

SEN.A.TE. 

MONDAY, /Jf ay 27, 1912. 

Prayer by Rev. John J. Van Schaick, of the city of Washing-
~~ . 

The VICE PRESIDENT resumed the chair. 
The Secretary pr0ceedeu to rea<l the Journal of the proceed­

ings of Saturday last, when, on request of Mr. SIMMONS and 
by unanimous consent, the further r~ading was dispensed with 
and the Jot1.rnal was approved. 

SHOE AND LEATHER TB.A.DE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM ( S. DOC. 
N0.719). 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- · 
tion from the Secretary of Commerce and Labor, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report of Commercial Agent Arthur B. But­
man containing the result of his investigations of the shoe and 
leather trade in the United Kingdom, which,· with the accom­
panying paper, was referred to the Committee on Commerce and 
ordered to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM '!!HE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by D. K. Hemp­
stead, its enrolling clerk, announced that the House had agreed 
to the report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. 16661) to reliquish, release, remise, and quit­
claim ·all right, title, and interest of the United States of Amer­
ica in and to all the lands held under claim or color of title by 
individuals or private ownership or municipal ownership situ­
ated in the State of Alabama, which were reserved, retained, or 
set apart to or for the Creek Tribe or Nation of Indians under 
or by virtue of the treaty entered into between the United 
States of America and the Creek ·Tribe or Nation of Indians 
()n March 24, 1832. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The me.ssage also announced that the Speaker of the House 
bad igued the following enrolled bills and joint resolution: 

S. 5930. An act to extend the time for the completion of dams 
across the Savannah River by authority granted Twin City 
Power Co. by an act approved February 29, 1008; 
--II. R.14083~ An act to create a new division of the southern 
judicial district of Texas and to provide for terms of court 
at Corpus Christi, Tex., and for a clerk for said court, and for 
other purposes ; 

H. R.17029. An -act authorizing the Secretary of War-to con­
vert the regimental Army post at Fort Oglethorpe into a bri­
gade post; 

H. R. 20586. An act granting pensions and increase of pen­
sions to certain soldiers and sailors of the civil war and cer­
tain widows and dependent children of soldiers and sailors of 
said war; and 

H:J. Res.142. Joint resolution to declare and make c!ertain 
the authority of the Attorney General to begin and maintain and 
of any court of competent jurisdiction to entertain and decide 
a suit or suits for the purpose of having judicial1y declared a 
forfeiture of the rights granted by the act entitled "An act 
granting the Washington Impro\'ement & Development Co. a 
right of way through the Colville Indian Reservation, in the 
State of Washington," approved June 4, 1898. 

PETITIONS .AND :MEMORIALS. 
'.rhe VICE PRESIDENT presented a joint memorial adopted. 

by the Legislature of Arizona, which was referred to the Com­
mittee on Public Lands and ordered to be printed in the RECORD, 
as follows: 

Senate joint memorial 4. 
To the honorable the Senate and House of Represetitatives of the United 

States in Congress assembled: 
Your memorialists, the Senate of the First Legislature of the State 

of Arizona, the House of Representatives concurring therein, respect­
fully represent: 
Whereas by section 24, of the act of Congress entitled "An a.ct to enable 

the people of New Mexico and to enable the people of Arizona to form 
a constitution and State government and be admitted into the Union 
on an equal footing with the original States," the Congress of the 
United States granted to the State of Arizona sections 2 and 32 of 

· every township in said State, in addition to sections 16 and 36, for 
the support of the common schools of Arizona ; and 

Whereas said act of Congress further provides that where sections 2, 
16, 32, and 36, or any part thereof, are inineral, or have been sold, 
reserved, or otherwise appropriated, or reserved by or under the 

• authority of any act of Congress, or are wanting or fractional in 
quantity, or where settlement thereon with a view to preemption or 
homestead, or improvement thereof, with a view to desert-land entry, 
has been made heretofore or hereafter, and before the survey thereof 
in the field, the provisions of sections 2275 and 2276 of the .Revised 
Statutes, and acts amendatory thereof and supplementary thereto, are 
made applicable ; and 

Whereas said act .of Congress further provides that the grants of sec­
tions 2, 16, 32, and 36 to said State within national forests now 
existing or proclaimed, shall not vest the title to said sections in said 
State until the part of said national forests embracing any of said 
sections is restored to the public domain; and 

Whereas the operation of the grant in said act of Congress to the State 
of Arizona is, through local conditions, existing in the State of Ari­
zona,-bereft of most of its practical valQe to the State, and the po­
tential value of said grant to the State indefinitely postponed; and 

Whereas it is necessary to the welfare of the State of Arizona and to 
the proper maintenance of its common-school system that the benefits 
of said grants to the State be immediately secured: 
Therefore your memo1'iaZi-sts respectfully pray, That the said grants 

to the State of Arizona contained in said act of Congress, and as Cir­
cumscribed by said sections 2275 and 2276, be augmented by further 
legislation by your bodies authorizing the said State of Arizona to make 
its lieu selection from any lands of the public domain of the United 
States whatsoever, including lands reserved for national forests now 
existing or proclaimed under such terms as may be provided,· and that 
the title thereto, when so selected, immediately vest in the State of 
Arizona; also to immediately vest title in the State of Arizona to said 
sections 2, 16, 32, and 36 within the national forests now existing or 
proclaimed ; D1)W, be it further · 

Resolved, That the presiding officers of each house of the Legislature 
of the State of Arizona are hereby directed to forward to the President 
of the United States, the presiding officers of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives of the Congress of the United States, and to the 
United States Senators, and the Representatives in Congress for Ari­
zona a copy of this memorial. 

May 2, 1912, passed the senate by vote of 19 ayes, O noes. 
M. G. CUNNIFF, 

President of the Senate. 
May 16, 1912, passed the house by vote of 25 ayes, !J noes, 1 absent. 

SAll! B. BRADNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a joint memorial adopted 
by the Legislature of Arizona, which was referred to the Com­
mittee on Public Lands and ordered to be printed in the RxcoRD, 
as follows: 

Senate joint memorial 5. 
To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States in Congress assembled: 
Your memorialists, the Senate of the First Legislahlre of the State 

of Arizona, the House of Representatives concurring therein, respect­
fully represent: 
Whereas the homesteaders in Arizona who occupy that portion ~f the 

State known as the dry-farming sections have found themselves at 
great disadvantage in trying to make a living upon their homesteads 
for the first few years of settlement, unless they absent them elves 
from such homesteads for a considerable portion of the time and 
find employment elsewhere; and 

Whereas United States Senate bill 3367, entitled "An act to amend sec­
tion 2291 and section 2297 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, relating to homesteads," which passed the Senate of the 
United States on February 5, 1912, is now befoi-e the House of Rep­
resentatives for the consideration of that body ; and 

Whereas the above-mentioned act provides for final proof with three 
years' residence and permits absence from the homestead for six 
months out of the year; and 

Whereas such law would result in great benefit to the homesteaders of 
the State of Arizona by making the acquiring of homesteads here more 
practical and thus encouraging the immigration of home h:iildcrs: 
Now therefore be it 
Resolved, That the First Legislature of the State of Arizona respect­

fully requests the passage of the above-mentioned act, now pending in 
Congress ; now be it further . 

Resolved, That the presiding officers of ench house of the Legisla­
ture of the State of Arizona are hereby directed to forward to the Presi-
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