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members of the legislature to set prior-
ities, and that is what a legislature is
all about. Without that kind of dis-
cipline, it does not happen.

It is pretty simple. In the Wyoming
legislature, and 48 others, when you get
in the appropriations committee, of
which | was a member, you say, ‘“‘Look,
we are spending more than we have to
spend.” You have to make some
changes and you do that. It is not mys-
tic; it is not magic. It is just the dis-
cipline that causes that to happen.

Some say, “Well, judges will be set-
ting it.”” Not so. It is not true in the
States. The States do not have judges
setting budgets. That will not happen.

Some say, ‘““Well, we have to have an
outline before we can be for it. We have
to know what you are going to cut.”
There is no way that you know what
you are going to cut in 7 years or 10
years.

The first question is, Is it responsible
to balance the budget? The second
question is, How do you do it?

And if you really believe that it
needs to be done, you do it. Raise reve-
nues? Of course. | am not for that, but
that is possible. And if you are willing
to pay for it, you put a cost-benefit
ratio. You can do that. If you are com-
mitted to a balanced budget, however,
you will find the way.

Those who say, ‘“We do not need the
tools, we already have them,” they
have to do the same thing if they are
going to balance the budget. They say,
“We are going to balance the budget,
we don’t need a balanced budget
amendment.” You have to make the
same cuts to do it either way. What is
the problem with having discipline?
What is the problem with going to the
States and saying to the State legisla-
tures, ‘““We have a balanced budget to
the Constitution. You have a chance to
vote.”” People want to be involved in
government.

The administration says we are al-
ready cutting the deficit; we do not
need it. The fact is that most of the
deficit cut in the last 2 years has been
the bookkeeping deficit, and the only
real change in policy that has reduced
the deficit has been an increase in
taxes. The fact is, we spent more last
year than we spent the year before. But
we raised taxes and we did reduce the
deficit, and I am pleased with that. But
most of it was a bookkeeping change
from the S&L’s and Medicaid. Some of
it was an increase in taxes. We have
not balanced the budget. The projec-
tion is the deficit is going back up.

We hear a lot about the cuts that are
needed. The fact is, we will be spending
substantially more at the end of 7
years than we spend now. It is not a
question of cuts. It is a matter of re-
ducing the growth, and that is where
we are.

So a balanced budget amendment, it
seems to me, is the responsible thing to
do. Balancing the budget is the respon-
sible thing to do. If I heard something
in this election in 1994 in Wyoming it
is, “We want responsible government;
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we have too much government; it costs
too much,” and the balanced budget
amendment is the discipline that we
need to set priorities.

You have to spend within your budg-
et in your family. You have to spend
within your budget in your business
and, over time, you have to spend with-
in your budget in your Government,
and this will provide the discipline to
doit.

We answer the question: Is it morally
and fiscally responsible to balance the
budget? The answer is yes, and we
ought to get on about it.

Thank you, Mr. President. | yield the
remainder of my time.

Mr. GRAMS addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

MIDDLE-CLASS TAX RELIEF

Mr. GRAMS. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Mr. President, yesterday | testi-
fied before the House Ways and Means
Committee on an issue of great impor-
tance to me: The Minnesotans, whom 1
represent in the U.S. Senate, and every
overburdened American taxpayer. The
issue is middle-class tax relief.

Two years ago while serving in the
House, | introduced the idea of a $500
per child tax credit in my families-first
legislation, coauthored by Congress-
man TIM HUTCHINSON, of Arkansas.

Our arguments then were simple:
Taxes were too high; the burden of tax
increases fell disproportionately on the
middle class; and big government was
forcing more workers out of the work-
ing class and into the welfare class.

Consider the facts: Most middle-class
American families pay more in Federal
taxes than they spend for food, cloth-
ing, transportation, insurance, and
recreation combined.

Since World War Il, Federal income
and payroll taxes have increased from 2
to 24 percent of the median income of a
family of four. Despite this, while Con-
gressman HUTCHINSON and | were mak-
ing the case for tax relief, Congress was
in the midst of passing the 1993 Clinton
tax proposal—the largest tax increase
in American history.

Far from providing tax relief for the
middle class, the Clinton proposal ac-
tually increased their tax burden, mak-
ing it more difficult for the middle
class to care for themselves and for
their children. The message from
Washington was clear: Give us your
money and we will solve all your prob-
lems.

But the American voters said ‘“‘no’’ to
this message in November and deliv-
ered one of their own. And that was
“let us keep our money.”’

Today, the arguments for tax relief
have not changed. Taxes are still too
high, the tax burden still falls too
heavily on the middle class. The big
difference, however, is that this year—
with this Congress—we can do some-
thing about it.

We promised tax relief, and now we
have to deliver. And as | said in my
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testimony yesterday, we have to do it
for what country western singer Garth
Brooks calls the ‘““hard hat, six-pack,
achin’-back, flag-wavin’, fun-lovin’
crowd,” because these are the people
who work hard every day, care for
their children, pay their bills and fi-
nance the growth of big government
with their hard-earned tax dollars. For
years, they have watched their pay-
checks grow smaller while Washington
grows bigger. And last November they
spoke out loud and clear. They voted
for change in the way things were done
in Washington. They voted for less gov-
ernment and lower taxes. They voted
for a balanced budget. And, yes, they
voted for a $500 per child tax credit.

But even now, the old barons of
Washington and the long-time defend-
ers of big government still do not get
it. They do not understand that every
dollar Washington spends is one less
dollar that taxpayers can spend. And
worst of all, they do not understand
that it is not the Government’s money
to begin with. They just do not get it.
But the people do, and that is what
counts.

And so what are we going to do about
it? Well, the answer is simple: Let the
taxpayers keep their money. And the
way to begin this process is to pass the
families first $500-per-child tax credit.

The families first tax credit means
$25 billion annually to taxpayers across
America—$500 million to Minnesota
alone. And 90 percent of the benefits of
the tax relief goes to families making
annual incomes of $60,000 or less.

It is the largest, fairest, most pro-
gressive way of providing tax relief for
families, and it lives up to our Govern-
ment and our commitment of reducing
the size of the Federal Government. By
cutting Government spending to pay
for middle-class tax relief, families
first is the strongest response that we
can send to the American people that
we heard their message, that we accept
their mandate, and we will deliver on
our promises.

Mr. President, what we do in this
Congress will be judged by the middle-
class Americans who voted for us last
November. And, Mr. President, what
we do in this Congress, in this Cham-
ber, will determine the makeup of the
next Congress. Republicans made a
commitment to the taxpayers, and I
urge my colleagues to uphold that
commitment as we continue to fight
for the middle class and as we fight for
fairness.

| yield back the floor.

GREENVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL—A
CLASS ACT

Mr. HEFLIN. Mr. President, the
newspaper USA Today recently initi-
ated an ongoing series of articles spot-
lighting schools and educational pro-
grams in the country that are both in-
novative and successful.

The first venture to be included in
the series was the Builders Club at
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Greenville Middle School in Greenville,

AL.

I want to congratulate the teachers
involved in this unique community-
service program and all the students at
Greenville who participate in the
Builders Club. They are setting an ex-
ample that schools all over the Nation
can follow.

I ask unanimous consent that the
USA Today article on the Builders
Club be printed in the RecorD follow-
ing my remarks.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the USA Today, Jan. 4, 1995]
SERVICE CLUB BUILDS GooD CITIZENS
(By Tamara Henry)

(This is the first in an ongoing USA Today
series titled Class Acts, a look inside some
educational ventures across the USA that
work remarkably well)

GREENVILLE. AL.—To the 175 students at
Greenville Middle School, splinters, needle
pricks and scissor cuts are marks of valor—
the price paid to serve the community.

On this day, approximately two dozen stu-
dents are gathered in teacher Judy Tindal’s
classroom to make Christmas ornaments as
appreciation gifts for community leaders.

“Ouch,” yells 1l-year-old Laine English,
struggling to thread a needle needed to sew
lace over a ball of cotton.

Her friends giggle.

“There’s the real fun over there, burning
your fingers,”” she deadpans, pointing to a
group adding wings and halos to the covered
cotton balls.

“That’s right!” agrees Amanda Myrick, I1.
““Here’s where | burned myself with the hot
glue gun.”

The students are all Members of the Build-
ers Club, a 5-year-old service organization
funded by the state and actively supported
by the local Kiwanis Club. The middle school
is one of 23 public school systems in Alabama
participating in a statewide community
service effort such as this.

Nationally, thousands of school systems
have what are popularly called service learn-
ing programs. They promote the notion that
education is not complete until classroom
studies are used to solve real-life problems.

Activities run the gamut, from an Alter-
natives to Violence high school program in
Washington, D.C., to the creation of an eco-
system in the desert in rural eastern Oregon
by elementary school pupils.

With its Builders Club Greenville has one
of the largest service learning projects in the
state. Unlike a lot of extra curricular activi-
ties that require top grades or special skills,
the Builders Club is open to all middle
school students willing to work on different
projects during breaks and at lunch, as well
as after school.

Greenville students have 10 ongoing
projects, including frequent visits to nursing
homes and development of a 5-acre nature
trail. The goal is to teach students about
leadership, loyalty, character and service,
“which is what they absolutely have to have
in order to be productive citizens,” says
Judy Manning community education coordi-
nator for Butler County Schools, who spear-
headed the group.

““Children who are involved are more pro-
ductive academically,” says superintendent
Jimmie Lawrence. ““The more involved kids
are, the better they feel about themselves.
Self-esteem improves. They are better ad-
justed, happier and have fewer disciplinary
problems.”’
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Manning says the program’s success is
proven by its membership numbers.

“If they didn’t enjoy it, they wouldn’t join
it. You can’t make middle school Kkids do
anything they don’t want to do,”” she says.

A TRIBUTE TO NANCY STILSON ON
HER RETIREMENT FROM THE
REDSTONE SCIENTIFIC INFORMA-
TION CENTER

Mr. HEFLIN. Mr. President, | would
like to congratulate Ms. Nancy Stilson,
Chief, Documents Reference Librarian
at the Redstone Scientific Information
Center on the occasion of her retire-
ment from Government service.

Ms. Stilson began her Government
service career in Huntsville at Red-
stone Arsenal 41 years ago. She has
worked in the documents section of the
Redstone Scientific Information Center
throughout her career. Her knowledge
of the weapon and missile systems de-
veloped for the U.S. Army have ranged
from those developed in the early 1950’s
up to the present time. Ms. Stilson has
the respect and admiration of her cus-
tomers who are scientists and engi-
neers for the U.S. Army Missile Com-
mand. Indeed Ms. Stilson, through her
experience, has the equivalent of a
Ph.D. in missile technology as her cus-
tomers can attest. When scientific and
technical information is needed, Ms.
Stilson has been the ‘‘one stop shop”’
for such information. Ms. Stilson has
provided scientific and technical infor-
mation to those designing, building,
and fielding the Army’s weapons and
missile systems. In fact, if you could
design an illustration of the compo-
nents of the missile system, Ms.
Stilson would figure prominently in
the section dealing with technical in-
formation. Through her career she has
served both distinguished scientists
such as Dr. Warner Von Braun, as well
as bench scientists and engineers creat-
ing the nuts and bolts of missile com-
ponents. During Ms. Stilson’s tenure,
the scientific and technical library
community advanced to the capability
of supporting the highly technical and
complex Army that exists today. She
heavily influenced the evolution of the
international collection of missile and
rocketry that exists at the Army’s pre-
mier technical library, the Redstone
Scientific Information Center.

Mr. President, it is my pleasure to
congratulate Nancy Stilson on her re-
tirement and to thank her for many
years of dedication and service to the
men and women of the U.S. Army.

HAITI

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, | want to
report today on a visit | made to Haiti
2 weeks ago. It was a very brief visit,
but I came away from it profoundly
moved.

I saw people, lots of people. Haiti,
one of our closest neighbors, is crowded
to bursting with people. It has the
highest population density in the West-
ern Hemisphere.
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And most of these people are poor,
incredibly poor. Haiti’s unemployment
rate must be 50 percent. The people
have no jobs, so they jam the streets.
They are struggling to survive on a few
cents a day. In the vast Cite Soleil
slum, they line up to get water from
truck-supplied tanks—if and when the
truck comes to deliver the water. Gar-
bage and sewage are everywhere. Dis-
ease, including AIDS, is a pervasive
threat.

And yet, Mr. President, in the midst
of all this suffering, | found people anx-
ious to shake my hand, to smile, and to
say ‘‘thank you.” Thank you? Why
would they thank me, a foreigner sur-
rounded by soldiers and policemen?

Mr. President, they were thanking
me because | am an American. They
were thanking me because we, the
American people, have given them the
thing that is even more valuable than
food to eat.

Mr. President, we have given the Hai-
tian people security. For the first time
in 3 years, the Haitian people do not
have to cower in corners fearing that
they will be assaulted by thugs or
dragged off to be tortured. For the first
time in 3 years, they are free to go into
the streets, laugh, dance, celebrate
freedom. For the first time in 3 years,
they are free to go and tear down with
their bare hands those yellow build-
ings—one of which | visited—from
which they used to hear the screams of
people being tortured.

And why are they free? Because there
are soldiers of the U.S. Army 10th
Mountain Division patroling the
streets of Port-au-Prince and Cap Hai-
tien. There are units of the United
States Special Forces patroling the
streets of towns and villages through-
out the interior of Haiti. The Haitian
soldiers and police who used to terror-
ize them are being weeded out. And
there are international police monitors
from countries like Bangladesh and Ar-
gentina and Jordan as well as the Unit-
ed States spread across the country to
work with and monitor the actions of
Haitian police and make sure that peo-
ple no longer have to fear for their
basic security and rights.

Mr. President, last fall, I, along with
many of my colleagues here, agonized
over sending troops to Haiti. We want-
ed to help them escape from the hell
that Raoul Cedras and his cronies had
created for them. After all, if we would
not defend human rights right next
door, where would we defend them? But
it was not clear what would happen,
and we all appreciated that there were
risks.

Last Thursday, we received a jolting
confirmation of the risk. We learned of
the death of Sfc. Gregory Cardott. |
want to salute Sergeant Cardott. He
died in the finest tradition of the men
and women of our Armed Forces, doing
his duty, serving his country, contrib-
uting to making the world a better
place for all of us to live. | want to ex-
press deep condolences and respect to



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-17T13:57:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




