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HONORING THE LEAGUE OF

WOMEN VOTERS’ 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. KAREN McCARTHY
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 14, 1995

Ms. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to praise the League of Women Voters on its
75th anniversary. The League of Women Vot-
ers is perhaps more important today than
when it was founded. The league represents a
pledge made by the newly enfranchised
women of 1920, who promised the Nation that
they would be conscientious, informed, and
progressive voters.

That pledge, and the role of the league in
our Nation’s governance as it strives to honor
that pledge, are a model for citizens of either
gender who do not feel bound to understand
or participate in our government. When the
women of this country won the right to vote,
they banded together to win rights and privi-
leges for other sectors of our society that had
also been denied opportunity.

The league did not seek to consolidate the
power of its members by withholding the fran-
chise or the right for political involvement from
others. The league has been fighting for re-
form in elections, the workplace, and other
momentous issues heard in this Capitol. Its
voice has always been one for people without
power, and its influence has been felt through-
out the land.

I congratulate the League of Women Voters
on its 75th anniversary, and look forward to
witnessing further acts of courage, innovation,
and leadership by this unique and important
organization.
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THE HUMANITARIAN AID
CORRIDOR ACT

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 14, 1995

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to introduce the Humanitarian Aid Corridor
Act. The legislation is identical to the Dole-
Simon bill, S. 230, which was introduced ear-
lier this year in the Senate.

The Humanitarian Air Corridor Act would
prohibit U.S. assistance to any country which
prohibits or restricts the transport or delivery of
U.S. humanitarian assistance to other coun-
tries. The language may sound formal, but be-
hind these abstract words are tired faces and
gaunt bodies: the intended recipients of hu-
manitarian aid are desperate people in need—
men, women, and especially children, whose
very existence hinges on the charity of out-
siders. It is the moral obligation, and proud
tradition, of the United States to be one of the
world’s main donors of food, clothing and
medical supplies essential to keep them alive.
Americans open their hearts to refugees and
displaced persons in countries less fortunate
than our own. That third countries should im-
pede the delivery of such aid is unacceptable;
it should be an obvious and unobjectionable
principle of U.S. assistance that countries
keeping U.S. humanitarian aid from reaching
third countries should not receive U.S. aid.

There may be times, however, when consid-
erations of U.S. national security dictate that
the United States should continue to provide
aid even to obstructionist countries. For those
instances, the Humanitarian Aid Corridor Act
mandates that the President can make such a
determination and inform Congress of his de-
cision.

Mr. Speaker, though the language of the bill
is not country specific, it is widely known that
Armenia and Turkey would be affected by the
legislation. According to official Armenian
sources, there are over 300,000 refugees in
the country, whom the United States Govern-
ment has been providing with humanitarian
aid. The most cost-effective and direct route
for delivery of this assistance is through Tur-
key. Unfortunately, Turkey has refused to per-
mit transshipment through its territory, which
necessitates expensive, and not always reli-
able, rerouting through Georgia.

Ankara has justified its refusal to allow
transshipment of United States aid by pointing
to the occupation of Azerbaijani territory by
Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians. Turkey, how-
ever, is not a party to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict. There is no reason for Turkey, what-
ever its ties to Azerbaijan, to block the delivery
of United States humanitarian aid to Armenia.
As a member of the OSCE, Turkey should im-
plement the commitment in the 1991 Moscow
document to ‘‘cooperate fully to enable hu-
manitarian relief operations to be undertaken
speedily and effectively; to take all necessary
steps to facilitate speedy and unhindered ac-
cess for such relief operations; [and to] make
the necessary arrangements for those relief
operations to be carried out.’’ Furthermore,
Turkey is a member of the OSCE’s Minsk
group, which is charged with arbitrating the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. The OSCE docu-
ment adopted last December in Budapest re-
quests the OSCE’s Minsk group to further im-
plement confidence-building measures, par-
ticularly in the humanitarian field, and to pro-
vide humanitarian aid to people in the region,
especially refugees.

Mr. Speaker, I am not blind to the plight of
refugees in Azerbaijan. I am well aware that
fully one out of every seven people in that
country is a refugee. Though section 907 of
the 1992 Freedom Support Act prohibits Unit-
ed States Government aid to the Government
of Azerbaijan, humanitarian aid is being given
through non-governmental organizations.
About $30 million in technical assistance, $30
million in food assistance, and $20 million in
humanitarian aid has been obligated, and over
$60 million has been expended as of Decem-
ber 31, 1994. The need, I know, is much
greater, and I am open to considering en-
hanced aid to address this grave humanitarian
situation.

I am also conscious of the significance of
Turkey to NATO, and Turkey’s longstanding
ties to Washington. Those relations are highly
valued, and with good reason. It is not the in-
tention of the Humanitarian Aid Corridor Act to
damage those relations or to exacerbate Tur-
key’s already complicated domestic situation.
The legislation has one purpose only: to expe-
dite the delivery of U.S. humanitarian aid to
people who need it, in the most economical
and direct manner possible. I am convinced
that the facilitated delivery of such aid will pro-
mote a peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, and will help bring peace to
a region that has more than its share of war

and refugees. I hope that Ankara, and other
capitals that can, or would be, affected by the
provisions of the Humanitarian Aid Corridor
Act, view the legislation as it is intended—as
a means of helping people in need.
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A SPECIAL SALUTE TO STEPHANIE
TUBBS JONES: 1995 BLACK PRO-
FESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

HON. LOUIS STOKES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 14, 1995

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
offer my congratulations to Cuyahoga County
Prosecutor Stephanie Tubbs Jones. On Feb-
ruary 18, 1995, the Black Professionals Asso-
ciation Charitable Foundation will host its 15th
Annual Scholarship and Awards Gala. The
theme for the gala celebration is, A Celebra-
tion of Achievements, Legends and Legacies
Continue.

During the dinner, the organization will an-
nounce the recipient of its 1995 Black Profes-
sional of the Year Award. I am pleased that
Stephanie Tubbs Jones has been selected for
this outstanding honor. As a past recipient of
the Black Professional of the Year Award, I
take pride in extending my personal congratu-
lations to Stephanie. I want to share with my
colleagues and the Nation some information
on Stephanie Tubbs Jones.

Stephanie Tubbs Jones is a graduate of
Collinwood High School and Case Western
Reserve University. She received her Juris
Doctorate degree from the Franklin Thomas
Backus School of Law at Case Western. On
January 12, 1991, Stephanie Tubbs Jones
made history when she was appointed Cuya-
hoga County Prosecutor by a vote of the Cuy-
ahoga County Democratic Party precinct
committeepersons. She became the first
woman and African American to hold this im-
portant post. In November, 1992, Jones was
elected to retain the position by a resounding
seventy percent of the votes cast.

Mr. Speaker, prior to becoming County
Prosecutor, Stephanie Tubbs Jones served as
Judge for the Court of Common Pleas, be-
coming the first African American woman in
the State of Ohio to serve in that post. Her
distinguished career has also included a
judgeship on the Cleveland Municipal Court;
she is a former trial attorney for the Cleveland
District Office of the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission; and she formerly
served as the Assistant County Prosecutor.

During the course of her notable career,
Stephanie Tubbs Jones has received numer-
ous awards and citations for her outstanding
work. She received the Young Alumnus Award
from Case Western Reserve University for her
achievements in the field of law, and the Out-
standing Volunteer Services in Law and Jus-
tice Award from the Urban League of Greater
Cleveland. In addition, Mrs. Jones is the recip-
ient of the Career Women of Achievement
Award from the Young Women’s Christian As-
sociation, as well as the Althea Simmons
Award from Delta Sigma Theta Sorority which
recognizes her for outstanding social and polit-
ical action. Just recently, Stephanie Tubbs
Jones was inducted into the Collinwood High
School Hall of Fame.
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