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SUFFER THE LITTLE CHILDREN

(Ms. FURSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, | have lis-
tened these past few days with growing
disbelief to the things said by Repub-
licans about welfare and welfare recipi-
ents. | ask my colleagues: Do you live
in the same America the rest of us live
in? Get out of your warm cars. Do as |
do; walk, walk, on the streets of Amer-
ica because you will see homeless on
the streets of America, and there are
thousands and thousands of children
who are homeless, and they are hungry,
and they are cold, and they are fright-
ened, and they live in America.

I have read so many stories about
how religious so many of the new Mem-
bers are, how they go to Bible study
and prayer meetings, and | say to them
remember what Christ said. He said:
“Suffer the little children to come
unto me.”’

I ask you, no | beg you, remember
that quote and not make the little
children suffer any more. Put the chil-
dren first, not this phony contract with
the wealthiest of Americans.

Vote ‘“‘no’” on this cruel welfare bill.
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SUPPORT REAL CHANGE IN
WELFARE

(Mr. EWING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, | am tired
of the misleading rhetoric from the
other side of the aisle regarding wel-
fare reform.

They talk about real welfare reform.
They talk about being mean to chil-
dren. That is just incorrect.

They would have us believe that
every welfare family is an “Ozzie and
Harriet” family, the family next door,
fallen on hard times. Ladies and gen-
tlemen, those families will still have
welfare available to them if they need
it.

Welfare reform is aimed at those who
are on it for generations and who use
the rewards for their personal pleasure,
not to help their children.

It is time that if you really want wel-
fare reform you quit saying it and put
your actions where your words are. Do
not just say you really want change
when you really want to just throw
more money at a failed system.

WHAT SHOULD THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE BELIEVE?

(Mr. CARDIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publicans claim that they will spend 4.5
percent more money on feeding chil-
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dren. They are outraged that we accuse
them of cutting spending for Kids.

But they have a problem. Because
they also say they will spend less on
food for kids—$6.5 billion less over 5
years. They plan to use the $6.5 billion
to pay for tax cuts.

The Republicans say they are cutting
bureaucrats, not food. But the entire
annual cost to administer the Food and
Nutrition Service is $146 million. At
that rate, if we do not spend any
money on bureaucrats, it will take 44
years to save $6.5 billion.

So what should the American people
believe? The Republicans tell our chil-
dren they are not cutting their school
lunches, but they are using these sav-
ings to cut taxes for the wealthy.

I think the American people know
what to believe.

HELPING THE PRESIDENT
DELIVER ON HIS PROMISE

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAHOOD. This is it, America.
Today is the day. We are going to pass
welfare reform. We are going to give to
the President what his own party for 2
years could not give him. We are going
to give him the pledge that he made to
all of America, the pledge that his own
party could not help him deliver for 2
years. We are going to past welfare re-
form and reform a system that has
been lousy.

We are going to require people to
work. We are not going to reward peo-
ple for having more children. We are
going to reform a lousy system.

For 2 years the Democrats have con-
trolled this House, the U.S. Senate, and
the White House, and they could not
deliver on their promise. So today we
will do that.

And | know that there will be those
on their side that will join us as we
pass welfare reform, because they know
it is a lousy system, it does not work,
and they want to help their President
deliver on his promist to end welfare as
we know it.

WELFARE REFORM: DO NOT
PUNISH CHILDREN

(Mr. MASCARA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks, and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, it sad-
dens me that the debate over welfare
reform has not been more bipartisan.

It is clear that a majority of Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle agree the
current system is broke and needs to
be fixed.

All of us agree benefits should be lim-
ited, that recipients should be required
to find work, and that illegitimate
births should not be rewarded

But the proper way to resolve these
problems is to reform the system, not
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to punish children for the indiscretions
of their parents.

And that is exactly what we stand
ready to do today, punish children by
cutting back vital nutrition programs
which have proven over the years to be
so successful.

Last Monday, | had lunch with stu-
dents at Charleroi Elementary School
in my hometown. One-third of the
school’s 780 children receive free or re-
duced priced lunch.

During my visit, | also presented a
flag frown over our Capitol to a fifth
grade student who wrote a winning
essay on ‘““What It Means To Be an
American.”

The bill we are about to enact is un-
American. It will ultimately cut fund-
ing and reduce the number of those
children entitled to receive these
lunches, in some cases their major
source of nutrition for the day.

These children are our tomorrow. If
we do not provide for them, we are
turning our back on our future.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle know this is not right. Vote
“no”” on H.R. 4.

Mr. Speaker, | include two winning
essays for the RECORD.

WHAT IT MEANS TO ME TO BE AN AMERICAN

(By Jared Dumm)

I am proud to be an American because |
live in the greatest country in the world.
America fought hard to gain peace, freedom,
and rights for all her citizens. | would like to
describe what the letters in AMERICAN
mean to me.

A is for America, the greatest, strongest
country in the world.

M is for the monuments, built to remember
our great leaders and events in our history.

E is for equality, which insures that, no
matter what our color, nationality, or reli-
gion, we are treated fairly and equally.

R is for the respect and rights we have, in-
cluding free speech, religion, press, and the
right to assemble.

I is for independence, for which our armed
services fought, so that we can stand united
and strong against our enemies.

C is for the Constitution, the greatest doc-
ument in the world, which protects and guar-
antees us life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

A is for our anthem, ‘““The Star Spangled
Banner,”” which makes us swell with pride
when we hear it.

N is for our nation, the best in the world,
where we can live in freedom and peace.

For all the above reasons, | feel very lucky
and proud to be an American.

WHAT IT MEANS TO ME TO BE AN AMERICAN

(By Holly McLoy)

I'm only eleven years old but my mother
has taught me to love my country. | admire
the customs and traditions of my country. It
makes me have a feeling that I belong.

If 1 were raised in another country | prob-
ably would be a much different person. As an
American | can attend the church of my
choice. If I lived in another country | may be
forced to go to a church not of my choice.

I have the freedom of attending public
school instead of being forced to attend
school separated from my family.

As a child | respect the American flag. It is
very special to me. The flag represents the
United States of America. When the flag
passes in a parade | place my hand over my
heart.
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