
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE 822 April 7, 1995
‘‘wolves’’ and engaged in crude stereotyping
of welfare recipients by referring to ‘‘studs’’
outside their homes. They passed a welfare
reform bill that took $66 billion away from the
poorest of American citizens. None of this was
considered class warfare by the Republicans.
However, they condemn as class warfare our
attempt to make a handful or two of the
wealthiest of the wealthy bear the same bur-
den of tax as all the rest of us.

I will continue to work toward making our
tax system fair to all who benefit from this
great country. H.R. 1378 is one small step in
that direction.
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CHECK-OFF FOR OUR CHILDREN
ACT

HON. DAVID MINGE
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 1995

Mr. MINGE. Mr. Speaker, Representatives
JAN MEYERS, PETER DEFAZIO, TILLIE FOWLER
and I are introducing a bipartisan bill to pro-
vide the American taxpayer with a way to con-
tribute directly to eliminating the national debt.
This legislation allows citizens to check a box
on their Federal tax return and indicate the
amount of the tax refund each citizen would
like to direct to retire the national debt. The
Check-Off for Our Children Act will form a
partnership for America’s future between citi-
zens and the Congress of the United States to
reduce our national debt and to reclaim the
economic future of the next generation of
Americans.

I think that everyone would agree that
America is at a crossroads in history. The next
20 years will determine whether we will let our
staggering debt turn the American dream into
a nightmare. The growth of our economy, cre-
ation of meaningful jobs, a reduction of Fed-
eral spending, revitalization of our infrastruc-
ture and the preservation of our environment
for future generations all depend upon our
ability to reduce our national debt. We have all
benefitted from these deficits over the years,
but now it is time to own up. Unless the Con-
gress and our citizens act in unison now, the
Federal Government’s sole function will soon
be to transfer tax dollars to meet interest pay-
ments on the debt and the rapidly expanding
entitlement programs.

There is now a growing willingness in the
hearts and minds of the American people to
play an active role in retiring the national debt,
thanks in part to the efforts of Lucile McCon-
nell and The Fund to End the Deficit. Lucile
has worked tirelessly to educate Americans
about the threat the deficit poses to future
generations and opportunities they have to
help solve solve this problem. This desire can
be met by a little known Federal statute, Pub-
lic Law 87–58, which was signed into law in
1961 by President Kennedy. This law enables
every citizen to contribute directly to retiring
the national debt. In conjunction with the
Check-Off for Our Children, taxpayers can
simply mark a check-off box on their tax re-
turns to designate a portion of their tax re-
funds on the condition that it be used only to
retire the national debt.

The greatest principle of democracy is that
we each have a choice. The Check-Off for
Our Children gives each of us a choice to turn

back to the principles underlying our democ-
racy: responsibility, participation, citizenship,
and fiscal restraint. Each of us must take re-
sponsibility for our country and our future. We
in Congress have a responsibility to make the
difficult choices required to cut Federal spend-
ing and balance our budget. The Check-Off
will ensure that every American has the oppor-
tunity to make a direct contribution to retire the
national debt.

As we reduce the national debt, we will real-
ize at least three immediate benefits. We will
reduce the risk of inflation as excess cash is
applied to debt retirement. We will stabilize in-
terest rates. And most important, as we re-
duce the amount we must spend on interest
every year, we will also reduce overall Federal
budget requirements. The benefit for future
generations goes far beyond these three—the
benefit to our children is the inheritance of a
renewed America.
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt
that the safety of our streets is a key concern
for all Americans. And just as people have be-
come more aware of our crime problems,
many good citizens have become personally
involved in developing creative solutions to
augmenting the ability of our hard-working po-
lice departments in the fight against crime.

The city of Saginaw had been the victim of
an unacceptably high crime rate. Murders, fire-
arms violations, and aggravated assaults were
greater than surrounding areas. A 1994 survey
by the Michigan Prosecuting Attorney’s Co-
ordinating Council also documented the exist-
ence of at least 13 gangs in the Saginaw
area, with membership in the hundreds. These
gangs were responsible for the inordinate
amount of crime in Saginaw.

The Saginaw County Sheriff, Tom McIntyre,
along with local Chiefs of Police, State Police
officials, agents of the FBI, the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms, and the Secret Service con-
cluded that the police needed help to deal with
these gangs. Continuing work by the office of
Saginaw Mayor Gary Loster, Saginaw County
Prosecutor Michael Thomas, and other com-
munity organizations confirmed the concerns
about gang-related crime. It became clear that
resources devoted to gang activities were in-
sufficient and that a concerted effort to deal
with these gangs was necessary.

Mayor Loster and FBI resident agent Phil
Kerby were then responsible for creating the
Saginaw Gang Crime Task Force. Each par-
ticipating agency was asked to contribute
human resources to the gang crime effort, and
they did it. The Task Force garnered greater
public support, and their resources grew.

Since the formal introduction of the Task
Force to the public on April 6, 1995, the Task
Force has been directly responsible for mak-
ing many public events safer. Murders are
down 20 percent. Violent crime is down 10
percent. People feel better about their neigh-
borhoods, and Saginaw is on its way to restor-
ing its reputation as a wonderful, inviting city.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of our colleagues to
join me in praising the dedicated men and
women who make up the Saginaw Gang
Crime Task Force and Saginaw community
leaders who have worked so hard to deal with
gang crime. It shows once again that there is
no better resource for our nation than con-
cerned, committed citizens working with public
servants doing the best that they can under
very difficult circumstances.
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Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate one of the
greatest jazz musicians in America, Poncho
Sanchez. To recognize the accomplishments
of Mr. Sanchez within the music industry, the
city of Washington DC has proclaimed April 19
as ‘‘Poncho Sanchez Day.’’

Mr. Poncho Sanchez is a self-taught musi-
cian who has dedicated his life to the cultiva-
tion of the Latin jazz genre. He is considered
one of the most prominent conga players and
percussionists in America today.

Beginning his musical career in 1975 as a
member of the Cal Tjader band, he toured and
recorded with the band until Tjader’s death.
During that stage of his career he had the
honor of sharing with Tjader, a friend who was
also a mentor, one Grammy award for the
album ‘‘La Onda Va Bein.’’ Mr. Sanchez not
only has enjoyed the opportunity to perform
with the Cal Tjader band, he also has had the
pleasure to performing and recording with
other jazz stars, including Carmen McRae,
Clare Fischer, and Woody Herman.

In 1982 Poncho Sanchez began his solo ca-
reer with the album ‘‘Sonando’’ which helped
reaffirm his place in the jazz world. His more
recent achievement have included performing
with Tito Puente, who played with Sanchez’s
band at the Playboy Jazz Festival and who
appears in the album ‘‘Chile con Soul,’’ as well
as receiving three Grammy nominations. The
unique style he has developed, blending pow-
erful Latin music with lyrical jass notes, places
him in a category all his own.

Mr. Speaker, Poncho Sanchez is an excep-
tional artist whom I am honored to recognize.
His contribution to Latin music is a sample of
the richness of the Latin community. Again, I
would like to send my sincerest congratula-
tions to Mr. Sanchez for this deserved rec-
ognition.
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TRIBUTE TO KATE BYRNES
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Thursday, April 6, 1995

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Kate Byrnes, the 1995 California Teach-
er of the Year. Kate Byrnes works for the
Marin County Office of Education as a teacher
for the visually impaired and as an orientation
and mobility specialist. She has served the
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