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years old today who will not have the
benefit of Medicare when they retire in
2002. It is about our parents and grand-
parents whose health care needs are
met today because of Medicare.

Republicans will not let Medicare go
broke. We are acting to protect, pre-
serve, and save Medicare. And, we will
not break faith with the generation
that guided America through the De-
pression, a world war, and the cold war.
f

CHANGING THE DIET THAT IS POI-
SONING THE MINDS OF OUR
CHILDREN
(Mr. MORAN asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, Americans
have been reading much about the vio-
lence, the sex, the vulgarity that is on
the media today. It is a constant diet,
and it is children that are consuming
that diet.

We will offer legislation to the tele-
communications bill when it reaches
the floor, and I would hope that my
colleagues would support that legisla-
tion because what it does is to em-
power parents to block out programs
that contain explicit violence, gratu-
itous sex and vulgarity, even when
those parents are not able to be home
looking over the shoulders of their
children to see what they are watching.

We require that a V chip be inserted
in all new manufactured television
sets. This is not a burdensome require-
ment when produced in quantity. It is
only about $5 per television set, but it
is the kind of technology we ought to
use to change the diet that is poisoning
the minds of our children day in and
day out.

Mr. Speaker, I would appreciate my
colleagues’ support for this measure.
f

INCREASES IN MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID WHILE REDUCING THE
RATE OF GROWTH
(Mr. CUNNINGHAM asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to read the words of Presi-
dent Bill Clinton:

Today Medicaid and Medicare are going up
at three times the rate of inflation. We pro-
pose to let it go up at two times the rate of
inflation.

That is about 6 percent. The House
bill is 5 percent, the Senate is 6 per-
cent, the same exact thing as Bill Clin-
ton said.

That is not a Medicare or Medicaid cut. So,
when you hear all this business about cuts,
let me caution you that that is not what is
going on. We are going to have increases in
Medicare and Medicaid and reduction in the
rate of growth.

And the President said, ‘‘Well, I tied
that to a health care bill.’’ Well, re-
member the President’s health care
bill got zero votes from any Democrats
or Republicans?

We need to save the health care sys-
tem, revise insurance and tort reform
and others but, yes, we are going to in-
crease the amount of Medicare spend-
ing from $4,800 to $6,400 per person, and
they said, ‘‘Well, is there pain?’’

Think about the pain of a senior citi-
zen on a fixed income having to in-
crease their Medicare premiums by 300
percent. They cannot do it. We need to
protect the system.

f

WHITE HOUSE WEATHER VANE
HAS SHIFTED AGAIN

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, mean-
while, back at the White House, the
weather vane has shifted again. After
months of silence, inaction and a game
of where is Bill, the President has de-
cided to enter the balanced budget de-
bate.

I ask, ‘‘Well, isn’t that a risky thing
to do? The House has already passed its
balanced budget, the Senate has al-
ready passed its balanced budget. Why
not go ahead and place a bet on the
Houston versus Orlando game while
you’re at it, Mr. President?’’

But, as my colleagues know, it is
going to be typical, a 5-minute speech
to balance the budget, no words, no
chart, no math, no particular plans,
just words, words from this administra-
tion.

Well, that is reassuring. But I wel-
come his reemergence. We need to have
a debate, and, even if it is after the
fact, let us get on with it.

f

RESTORE AMERICAN PATENT
RIGHTS TO THE AMERICAN PEO-
PLE

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
unbeknownst to most Americans and
many of my colleagues, a provision was
snuck into last year’s GATT imple-
menting legislation that dramatically
reduces the certain patent protection
enjoyed by Americans, American inves-
tors and American inventors for over
100 years. It was a rip-off of the control
and benefit of technology that was cre-
ated by our own people and by the
technology that was created by the in-
vestors who helped finance that tech-
nology.

I have a bill, H.R. 359, with 168 co-
sponsors, to restore America’s patent
rights before the damage is done. Well,
while my bill is being held hostage and
prisoner by the subcommittee, and no
one has been able to hold a hearing on
my bill with 168 cosponsors, adding in-
sult to injury, another bill has been
heard, and what does this bill do?

This new piece of patent legislation,
and get this, Mr. and Mrs. America,
said, ‘‘If our inventors file for a patent,

18 months after they file, whether they
are issued or not, the patent, the pat-
ent is published, meaning the whole
world is going to get to see what our
inventors and investors have come up
with even before the patent is issued.’’
It is a come in here and steal our tech-
nology bill.

That piece of legislation has to stop.
Restore American patent rights to the
American people.

f

OUR PILOTS ARE WORTH IT

(Mr. HUNTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues, today we are going to be vot-
ing on a very important measure, the
measure offered by the gentleman from
California [Mr. DELLUMS] and the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. KASICH] to cut
the B–2 bomber, and that vote, I think,
is very much related to an incident
that happened just a few days ago, and
that was the shooting down of the F–16
aircraft that was carrying our pilot,
Scott O’Grady, over the skies of
Bosnia.

During Vietnam, Mr. Speaker, we
lost 2,300 aircraft, shot down, most of
them picked up on SAM radar, surface-
to-air missile radar, made in the Soviet
Union, and hit by SAM missiles. So we
developed a new technology, an ability
to evade radar. That is a stealth tech-
nology that is embodied in the B–2
bomber.

If we deny the B–2 bomber to our pi-
lots, we are going to be doing some-
thing we never did in the history of
American aviation, and that is tell our
pilots and the crews that we had a sys-
tem that could have protected them,
but we did not do it. We did not buy it
because we thought it was too expen-
sive and they were not worth it.

f

THAT IS THE REST OF THE STORY

(Mr. WISE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, I have wait-
ed and heard a lot about Medicare, peo-
ple saying there are distortions coming
from this side of the aisle and so on. As
noted radio commentator Paul Harvey
says, ‘‘Let’s hear the rest of the story.’’

For those who say the President’s re-
marks the other day with the Speaker
said there must be Medicare cuts, the
President has always said that Medi-
care must be restructured, but in the
context of total health care and bring-
ing total health care costs down.

To those who keep holding up the
bloody shirt of the trustees’ report, but
let me say that that trustees’ report,
and indeed one of the trustees, has
said, ‘‘You can solve Medicare’s prob-
lems by cutting far less than what the
Republican balanced budget proposal
does.’’

For those who say that it is really we
who are talking about increases in
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