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The House met at 10 a.m.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following
prayer:

Remind us always, O gracious God,
that Your blessings and redemptive
power are showered on all the people
from every background and every na-
tion. While we attempt to serve with
enthusiasm and zeal in our place and
time, may we never act with undue
pride about our responsibility, but
rather go about our work with humil-
ity and diligence. Encourage us to
focus on the goals of justice with an at-
titude of mercy for in so doing we will
truly be Your people. In Your name, we
pray. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. TRAFICANT] come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. TRAFICANT led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recog-
nize Members for twenty 1-minute
speeches on each side.

SAFETY AND HEALTH IMPROVE-
MENT AND REGULATORY RE-
FORM ACT OF 1995

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker,
today, along with 55 of my colleagues,
I am introducing the Safety and Health
Improvement and Regulatory Reform
Act of 1995. The legislation will com-
prehensively change the Federal Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act
[OSHA]. Few Federal programs are in
need of change as much as this one.

I believe that OSHA has become fun-
damentally misdirected, and instead of
promoting and encouraging workplace
safety and health, OSHA has become
known for issuing silly regulations and
is preoccupied with collecting fines
from unsuspecting employers. It is
time to add some common sense to
OSHA’s regulations and focus on pro-
moting safety in the workplace.

Legislation that I am introducing
today targets 50 percent of OSHA’s
funding toward consultation, training,
education, and compliance assistance
programs. Other important changes in-
clude adopting the regulatory reform
measures already approved by the
House, and giving employers the oppor-
tunity to fix alleged safety and health
violations prior to the issuance of a ci-
tation. Finally, to save taxpayer dol-
lars, this bill proposes the merger of
the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration with the Mine Safety
and Health Administration—without
compromising workplace safety.

I welcome your cosponsorship of this
much needed legislation.

NEW YORK BAR ASSOCIATION OP-
POSES CHANGING BURDEN OF
PROOF IN TAX CASE

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
New York State Bar Association has
come out against H.R. 390. They are
against changing the burden of proof in
a tax case. The New York State Bar As-
sociation says taxpayers should remain
guilty and prove themselves innocent.

That is really no surprise. Bar asso-
ciations oppose it. IRS commissioners
oppose it. IRS agents oppose it. Many
lawyers oppose it. The only real sup-
port my bill has is 95 percent of the
American people, the most widely sup-
ported bill in the country.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is time that
we tell the bar associations and the
IRS to shove their opinions up their
cash cows. It is time to change the bur-
den of proof in a tax case. They can in
fact document those admissions they
make on our tax form in the adminis-
trative process, but when it gets into
court, the foundation of our Constitu-
tion is you are innocent until proven
guilty and, damn it, a taxpayer should
be treated like everybody else.

f

THE PRESIDENT JOINS THE
BUDGET DEBATE

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, let me
just say that the President’s speech
last night was fabulous. Bill Clinton
was his usual polished self. He was con-
vincing, sincere, and articulate. I
would argue that Bill Clinton has a
rare gift for making speeches.
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