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easy to see how discouraging it would be to
complete an 8 hour or more workday and
come home to a house that you do not even
own. Home ownership will be an integral com-
ponent in jump-starting this very proud com-
munity.

Because of the Affordable Housing Owner-
ship/Education Program, the benefits currently
accruing to this community are threefold: the
conversion of abandoned dwellings into family
housing beautifies the community, and in-
creases stability and pride of the residents.
The new home owners are role models. Their
self-determination and belief in the betterment
of their community is something we should all
strive to emulate.

In an area which is beset by poverty and
other problems, the Little Haiti Housing Asso-
ciation, Inc. and Citibank of Florida have ad-
dressed a critical need within this community.
These organizations as well as the individual
participants of the program have demonstrated
their commitment to delivering stability and a
sense of community back to Little Haiti.

Mr. Speaker, the Affordable Home Owner-
ship/Education Program in Little Haiti is clearly
an example of what public-private partnerships
are capable of achieving. To my colleagues, |
believe that the Affordable Home Ownership/
Education Program is an ideal way to recreate
cohesive, strong communities, and may be an
effective way to turning around communities
within your own districts. Because of the part-
nership between the Little Haiti Housing Asso-
ciation, Inc. and Citibank of Florida, commu-
nities across the Nation are given a bench-
mark, a model—if you will—of what this coun-
try can do for those in need; and furthermore,
what those in need are willing to do for them-
selves.

| would like to join the Social Compact in
honoring this group of truly inspiring Florid-
ians. | congratulate the Little Haiti Housing Au-
thority and Citibank, F.S.B., Florida for creat-
ing an opportunity for residents of Little Haiti
to own homes and build a stronger commu-
nity. | also commend this program to my col-
leagues who are interested in promoting home
ownership within their own communities.
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METHUEN, MA FOR HIS OUT-
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THE METHUEN PUBLIC SCHOOL
SYSTEM
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Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding educator, Mr.
James Smith.

For over 30 years, Mr. Smith was a member
of the Methuen, MA public schools family. He
dedicated his life to teaching, coaching, and
guiding young students at the Tenney Middle
School.

Mr. Smith began his distinguished career in
1958 as a teacher in Plymouth, NH. Seven
years later he moved to Methuen and began
his long tenure in the Methuen public school
system. Throughout his career, he has as-
sisted countless numbers of students. Each of
his students has been a recipient of his sin-
cere kindness, care, and responsible guid-
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ance. His supervision and instruction have
been significant factors in shaping young stu-
dents and preparing them for the future.

In his role as principal, teacher, coach, and
sometimes parent, Mr. Smith has provided
emotional as well as educational support. He
has made many invaluable contributions to the
Methuen community. Unfortunately, our soci-
ety often takes its teachers for granted. But,
when we consider the positive effects a teach-
er can have on the lives of children we begin
to appreciate the value of the profession.

Mr. Smith’s commitment is a lesson about
teaching through example. He dedicated him-
self to improving his community and he suc-
ceeded. He is held in the highest esteem by
all who know him. | know many parents, stu-
dents, and colleagues are grateful to James
Smith for his contributions. | extend my con-
gratulations and best wishes to him on his re-
tirement. | know that the Tenney Middle
School will continue to benefit from Mr.
Smith’s involvement and contributions.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in com-
memoration of the fifth annual Day of the Afri-
can Child. It was 19 years ago on this date
that a massacre of schoolchildren took place
in the town of Soweto, South Africa. Starting
in 1991, the Day of the African Child has
served as an annual awareness day, alerting
the entire world of the continued progress and
the daily plight of children throughout the Afri-
can continent.

This year's campaign is particularly special
because we explore the challenges and cele-
brate the progress encountered by children in
armed conflict. It is chilling to realize that ac-
cording to a recent study commissioned by
UNICEF 75 percent of children interviewed in
Rwanda had witnessed mass killings in mul-
tiple areas. Equally shocking is the reality that
boys as young as 11 years old are being re-
cruited to serve in the armed forces of Africa’s
war-town countries.

The Day of the African Child is not just a
time to recognize hardship but also an oppor-
tunity to dispel fallacy. It is important to realize
that the continent of Africa is not a land of
conflict-laden countries destined for decay and
destruction. It is a place of potential growth
and change, hope and progress.

Just in the last 35 years, the infant mortality
rate has been cut in half and the average life
expectancy in Africa has jumped 13 years to
the age of 54. Over 80 percent of children liv-
ing in urban areas have access to safe drink-
ing water and African governments have pro-
vided safe drinking water and adequate sani-
tation to an additional 120 million people dur-
ing the 1980’s alone. In the area of education,
over two-thirds of school age girls are enrolled
in primary school. That's 25 percent more than
in the 1970’s.

While these advances are impressive they
also vividly illuminate the daunting reality; Afri-
can children have yet to even approach the
basic humanitarian standards enjoyed by their
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counterparts in industrial nations. It is for this
reason that we observe the Day of the African
Child. And it is for this very reason that today
and every June 16 we must remember not for-
get, recognize not sidestep, and reinvigorate
not doom the plight and the promise of the
children of Africa.

SEGALOFF LEADS U.S. ROWING
TEAM TO GOLD
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate the U.S. Rowing Team for its tre-
mendous performance at the 1995 Pan Amer-
ican Games in Mar del Plata, Argentina. In 21
events, the national team won 18 medals, in-
cluding 10 gold.

The men’s four and eight boats were led to
gold medal victories by coxswain Steven
Segaloff, of New Haven, CT. | would espe-
cially like to congratulate Steven. He and his
family have been friends of mine for many
years and | have watched Steven develop
from an exceptional local athlete to a world-
class competitor.

At an early age, Steven devoted countless
hours to practicing and preparing for rowing
competitions. His career as a coxswain began
at the Yale boathouse on the Housatonic
River in Derby, where he filled in for regular
varsity coxes when they missed practice. Ste-
ven continued his career as a coxswain for
Cornell University’'s varsity crew team. Like his
father, Jim Segaloff, a veteran coxswain of 30
years who still continues to race at the New
Haven Rowing Club, Steven developed a drive
and passion for rowing.

After graduating from Cornell with a degree
in American Studies, Steven prepared for his
intended legal career by working for Senator
JOsEPH BIDEN as a staff assistant to the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee in 1993. But when
U.S. national rowing coach Mike Spracklen
asked him to cox for the national team, Steven
put his legal and polticial ambitions on hold to
train and compete in the World Cup Regatta
in Germany.

Since then, Steven has led our national
crew team to numerous victories, including
first place finishes at the 1994 World Rowing
Championships, the 1994 Henley Royal Re-
gatta in London, the 1994 Goodwill Games,
and recently at the Pan American Games in
Argentina.

Now, preparing for the 1996 Summer Olym-
pics, Steven hopes to fulfill his dream of win-
ning an Olympic gold medal in Atlanta. His
hard work and sacrifice, and that of the na-
tional rowing team, have earned the team
international recognition and made us proud. |
would like to wish the best of luck to Steven
and the entire team as they train and compete
in preparation for the Olympics. Bring home
the gold in 1996!
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