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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GEORGE W. GEKAS
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 30, 1995

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, on Friday, June
30, 1995, I was unavoidably detained and
missed a record vote on approval of the
House Journal. Had I been present, I would
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall No. 465.

f

THE SPECIAL OLYMPICS WORLD
GAMES

HON. BARBARA B. KENNELLY
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 30, 1995

Mrs. KENNELLY. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow,
the eyes of the world will turn to Connecticut
as the Special Olympics World Games open in
New Haven. More than 7,000 athletes from
140 countries will compete in such sporting
events as basketball, gymnastics, cycling, sail-
ing, powerlifting, and golf.

Since the first World Games in 1968, the
Special Olympics have highlighted the skill
and determination of these very special ath-
letes. Their dedication is inspirational and their
skills impressive.

The people of my home State of Connecti-
cut have opened their hearts and homes to
athletes, coaches, and families from around
the world. Every town in the State is hosting
a delegation. These games are expected to
draw thousands of international visitors, am-
bassadors, and heads of state. For the first
time, the President of the United States will
open these games. We owe our special
thanks to Tim Shriver and former Governor
Lowell Weicker, who have heightened the visi-
bility of these 1995 World Games.

I look forward to the next 2 weeks—let the
Games begin.

f

CALLING FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT TO ABOLISH THE
DEATH PENALTY

HON. HENRY B. GONZALEZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 30, 1995

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to introduce a joint resolution proposing a con-
stitutional amendment to prohibit capital pun-
ishment within the United States. I believe that
the death penalty is an act of vengeance
veiled as an instrument of justice. Not only do
I believe that there are independently sufficient
moral objections to the principle of capital pun-
ishment to warrant its abolition, but I also
know that the death penalty is meted out to
the poor, to a disproportionate number of mi-
norities, and does not either deter crime or ad-
vance justice.

At a time when South Africa’s highest court,
in the first ruling of the new multiracial Con-
stitutional Court, has just abolished the death
penalty—on grounds that it is a cruel and in-
humane punishment that does not deter crime
but which does cheapen human life—as part

of the post-apartheid quest for democratic
government and a just society in that country,
we should live up to no lower of a standard in
our continuing effort to uphold democracy and
justice in our own land.

Violent crimes have unfortunately become a
constant in our society. Every day people are
robbed, raped, and murdered. We are sur-
rounded by crime and yet feel helpless in our
attempt to deter, to control, and to punish. The
sight of any brutal homicide excites a passion
within us that demands retributive justice. We
have difficulty comprehending that which can-
not be understood. Mr. Speaker, we will never
comprehend the rationale of violent crime, but
the atrocity of the crime must not cloud our
judgment and we must not let our anger un-
dermine the wisdom of our rationality. We can-
not allow ourselves to punish an irrational ac-
tion with an equally irrational retaliation—mur-
der is wrong, whether it is committed by an in-
dividual or by the State.

Violence begets violence. I cannot help but
wonder if the vigilante executions that are be-
coming more frequent in our country, whereby
citizens arm themselves and mete out capital
punishment for crimes such as ‘‘tagging’’ as
happened in California and recently in my own
district in San Antonio, and knocking on one’s
front door and acting disorderly as happened
in Louisiana, and numerous other incidents
where property crimes are met with a lethal
response, are a direct result of the atmos-
phere of violence embraced by our Federal
and State governments as a proper response
to problems. Indeed, I wonder whether the
overall escalation of violence in our society
perpetrated by criminals can be traced to the
devaluation of human life as exhibited by our
governments.

The United Nations Universal Declaration of
Human Rights states, ‘‘No one shall be sub-
jected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or de-
grading treatment or punishment.’’ The death
penalty is torture, and numerous examples
exist emphasizing the cruelty of the execution.
Witness Jimmy Lee Gray, who was executed
in 1983 in the Mississippi gas chamber. Dur-
ing his execution he struck his head repeat-
edly on a pole behind him and had convul-
sions for 8 minutes. The modernization to le-
thal injection serves only as an attempt to con-
ceal the reality of cruel punishment. Witness
the execution by lethal injection of James
Autry in 1984. He took 10 minutes to die, and
during much of that period he was conscious
and complaining of pain.

Despite the obvious mental and physical
trauma resulting from the imposition and exe-
cution of the death penalty, proponents insist
that it fulfills some social need. This simply is
not true. Studies fail to establish that the death
penalty either has a unique value as a deter-
rent or is a more effective deterrent than life
imprisonment. We assume that perpetrators
will give greater consideration to the con-
sequences of their actions if the penalty is
death, but the problem is that we are not al-
ways dealing with rational actions. Those who
commit violent crimes often do so in moments
of passion, rage, and fear—times where irra-
tionality reigns.

Rather than act as a deterrent, some stud-
ies suggest that the death penalty may even
have a brutalizing effect on society. For exam-
ple, Florida and Georgia, two of the States
with the most executions since 1979, had an
increase in homicides following the resumption

of capital punishment. In 1984 in Georgia, the
year after executions resumed, the homicide
rate increased by 20 percent in a year when
the national rate decreased by 5 percent.
There can be no disputing the other evi-
dence—murders have skyrocketed in recent
years, as have State executions. The govern-
ment cannot effectively preach against vio-
lence when we practice violence.

The empty echo of the death penalty asks
for simple retribution. Proponents advocate
that some crimes simply deserve death. This
argument is ludicrous. If a murderer deserves
death, I ask you why then do we not burn the
arsonist or rape the rapist? Our justice system
does not provide for such punishments be-
cause society comprehends that it must be
founded on principles different from those it
condemns. How can we condemn killing while
condoning execution?

In practice, capital punishment has become
a kind of grotesque lottery. It is more likely to
be carried out in some States than others—in
recent years more than half of the Nation’s
executions have occurred in two States—
Texas and Florida. My home State of Texas
led the Nation in 1993 with 17 executions,
more than three times the number of execu-
tions in the State with the second highest rate.
The death penalty is far more likely to be im-
posed against blacks than whites—the U.S.
Supreme Court has assumed the validity of
evidence that in Georgia those who murder
whites were 11 times more likely to receive
the death sentence than those who kill blacks,
and that blacks who kill whites were almost 3
times as likely to be executed as whites who
kill whites. It is most likely to be imposed upon
the poor and uneducated—60 percent of
death row inmates never finished high school.
And even among those who have been sen-
tenced to die, executions appear randomly im-
posed—in the decade since executions re-
sumed in this country, well under 5 percent of
the more than 2,700 death row inmates have
in fact been put to death.

It cannot be disputed that most death row
inmates come from poverty and that there is
a definite racial and ethnic bias to the imposi-
tion of the death penalty. The statistics are
clear, as 92 percent of those executed in this
country since 1976 killed white victims, al-
though almost half of all homicide victims dur-
ing that period were black; further, black de-
fendants are many times more likely to receive
the death sentence than are white defendants.
A 1990 report of the General Accounting Of-
fice found that there exists ‘‘a pattern of evi-
dence indicating racial disparities in the charg-
ing, sentencing, and imposition of the death
penalty. * * * In 82 percent of the studies,
race of victim was found to influence the likeli-
hood of being charged with capital murder or
receiving the death penalty.’’ Similar statistics
can be found in my area of the country with
regard to individuals of Mexican-American de-
scent; in fact, similar practices once prevailed
with regard to women. The practice was to tell
the murderer to leave town if he killed a Mexi-
can-American or a woman, as the feeling was
that the murder must have been justified. We
may have moved beyond that point, but not by
much. It is as much a bias in favor of the
‘‘haves’’ and at the expense of the ‘‘have-
nots’’ as anything else.

Racial and ethnic bias is a part of our Na-
tion’s history, but so is bias against the poor.
Clearly, the ability to secure legal assistance
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