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in support by Senators HEFLIN, COVERDELL,
and NUNN.

During the 104th Congress, | look forward to
gaining the support of the House in advancing
this legislation expeditiously, as it has already
been approved by the States of Alabama and
Georgia.

SYLACAUGA, AL, HONORS SINGER,
ACTOR JIM NABORS AS NATIVE
SON

HON. GLEN BROWDER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 1995

Mr. BROWDER. Mr. Speaker, Sylacauga,
AL, is an exceptionally pleasant, attractive
community in the Third District of Alabama,
which | have the honor to represent in this
House of Representatives. Members of the
House may be familiar with the fact that the
Capitol contains marble from Sylacauga. So
does the U.S. Supreme Court, the Lincoln Me-
morial and a number of other beautiful build-
ings across America.

Sylacauga is a small, progressive city with
almost 25,000 residents. It has good schools,
libraries, museums, parks, churches, and a di-
versified industrial base—all of the things that
would make a person want to call Sylacauga
home.

One of the city’s best known native sons is
Jim Nabors, who will be coming back home to
Alabama on July 28. The occasion will be
Jim’s presentation of the memorabilia from his
career in entertainment to the native son col-
lection at Sylacauga’s Isabel Anderson Comer
Museum.

Jim’s collection was assembled during more
than 35 years as a singer, actor, and come-
dian. As many of us remember, Jim appeared
for years as the star of “Gomer Pyle USMC”
and later in the “Jim Nabors Hour,” where his
remarkable singing ability was featured.

Despite his international fame as a singer
and entertainer, Jim has always taken pride in
introducing himself to the world as a small
town guy “from Sylacauga, AL.” Obviously he
has not forgotten where he came from and it
is equally apparent that Sylacauga has not for-
gotten him.

In addition to the presentation and reception
at the museum, Jim will participate in the
grand finale of Sylacauga’s outstanding pro-
gram in commemoration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the end of World War 1l. He will open
the celebration with his popular rendition of
the Star Spangled Banner. He also will
present awards and certificates of appreciation
to veterans of World War II.

| want to take this opportunity to congratu-
late the city of Sylacauga on this valuable gift
of Jim Nabor's memorabilia and to commend
Jim for being the kind of person that his
hometown is proud to remember.

FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF
UKRAINIAN INDEPENDENCE

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 1995

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, on July 16 | had
the privilege of addressing a group of Ukrain-
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ian-Americans in Glen Spey, NY, concerning
developments in the New Independent State
of Ukraine.

In honor of the upcoming fourth anniversary
of the independence of Ukraine, | would like to
insert some of my remarks into the RECORD at
this point for the review of my colleagues.

As we approach the anniversary of Ukrain-
ian independence this August 24, | invite my
colleagues to join me in expressing our very
best wishes for the success of political and
economic reforms in that important European
State.

Mr. Speaker the text of my speech follows.
| am hopeful that my colleagues may find it of
interest.

It is good to be here with some of my good
friends from the Ukrainian-American com-
munity.

I would like to take a moment to say a few
things about Ukraine, now approaching the
fourth anniversary of its independence.

The last few years have not been easy ones
for the Ukrainian people.

Despite Ukraine’s natural weath—particu-
larly in its agricultural resources—it has
suffered greatly from its dependence on
trade links purposely created by the former
communist regime to control Ukraine—and
from the physical and psychological residue
left in the wake of many decades of com-
munist repression, propaganda and corrup-
tion.

By no means, however, can Ukraine be con-
sidered as down and out.

As we all well know, Ukraine and its peo-
ple have weathered far worse times—times of
world war, times of civil war, times of mass
starvation, and times of fascist and com-
munist dictatorship and atrocities.

I am very confident that, with the help and
understanding of its friends—particularly
that of the United States—Ukraine will
begin to gain its feet and move forward to
the long-term prosperity and democracy it
richly deserves.

I am more confident of this than ever be-
fore, given the strong leadership of Ukrain-
ian President Leonid Kuchma.

Since his election last year, President
Kuchma and his government have moved
with determination to implement the eco-
nomic reforms that Ukraine so badly needs.

In closing, let me note how the United
States has helped and is continuing to help
Ukraine in this difficult time.

We have provided vital assistance to
Ukraine to help it begin retraining its mili-
tary forces and to settle and retrain those of
its troops that are demobilized as Ukraine
dismantles its soviet-era nuclear missiles.

We have assisted Ukraine in arriving at
agreements with Russia concerning Russian
compensation for Ukrainian nuclear war-
heads and concerning Russian energy sup-
plies for Ukraine.

I am also certain that at this time our gov-
ernment is continuing to advise the Ukrain-
ian government on how to arrive at an ac-
ceptable agreement with Russia concerning
the division and basing of the Soviet-era
Black Sea Fleet.

The United States quite frankly played a
crucial role in arranging the recent agree-
ment of Ukrainian debt rescheduling.

That agreement helped Ukraine qualify for
the billions of dollars in loans and credits it
is now receiving from international financial
institutions.

Finally, assistance from the United States
in support of economic reforms in Ukraine is
helping that country in several very impor-
tant ways.

The United States is helping the Ukrainian
government target its limited resources to
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best help the most needy segments of its
population during the transformation to a
market-based economy commences.

It is helping train Ukrainian entre-
preneurs, bankers, businessmen and stu-
dents.

The United States is helping transfer
state-owned enterprises to private ownership
by Ukrainian citizens.

It is helping Ukrainian energy industries
to become more efficient and productive.

We are helping the Ukrainian government
and the Ukrainian Parliament to better or-
ganize themselves and operate in a manner
that will fulfill their proper roles in a demo-
cratic government.

The United States is helping Ukraine find
the means to shut down the dangerous reac-
tors at Chernobyl—and to help the unfortu-
nate victims of radiation poisoning from the
1986 reactor explosion, both in Ukraine and
in neighboring Belarus.

Perhaps most important, United States as-
sistance is helping fund programs to explain
to the Ukrainian people the changes that are
underway and how they will help build a bet-
ter Ukraine for them and their children.

In closing, let us, as we look to the future,
realize that we must continue to work to en-
sure the stability of Ukraine—because the
stability of all of Europe may depend upon
it.

In that regard, it makes a great deal of
sense for us to continue assisting Ukraine
and to work to see that Ukraine takes its
rightful place in Europe, particularly with
regard to organizations such as the European
Union and NATO.

May God Bless America.

And, may God bless peace, democracy, and
prosperity for Ukraine.

MISSED VOTE ON HOUSE
RESOLUTION 192

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 1995

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, due to the fact
that | was unavoidably detained last evening,
I missed the rollcall vote on House Resolution
192, which called for the House inspector gen-
eral to complete a more detailed audit of the
House, Had | been present on rollcall vote No.
525 | would have voted “yes.”

LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
OF THE REPUBLICAN LED CON-
GRESS

HON. RON PACKARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 1995

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to taut a few of the ac-
complishments of the 104th Congress. Con-
trary to the claims of the Democratic Leader-
ship Council that despite all the hype about
the Republican revolution, the Republicans
have offered very little, the Republican led
Congress has ended business as usual in
Congress and continues to lead the charge in
implementing the changes mandated by the
American people last November.

On the first day of the 104th Congress we
passed the Congressional Accountability Act
so that Congress applied all laws to itself that
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