July 26, 1995

while the House is meeting in the Com-
mittee of the Whole House under the 5-
minute rule.

The Committee on Banking and Fi-
nancial Services, the Committee on
Commerce, the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight, the Com-
mittee on International Relations, the
Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on National Security, the Com-
mittee on Science, the Committee on
Small Business, and the Permanent
Committee on Intelligence.

It is my understanding that the mi-
nority has been consulted and that
there is no objection to these requests.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RADANOVICH). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Ken-
tucky?

Mr. SKAGGS. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, it is my under-
standing that our Democratic leader-
ship has been consulted on this matter
and we have no objection to the re-
quest, so | withdraw my reservation of
objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the bill, H.R. 2076, and that |
may include tabular and extraneous
material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

POSTPONING VOTES ON AMEND-
MENTS DURING FURTHER CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 2076, DE-
PARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1996

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that during the fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 2076, pursu-
ant to the provisions of House Resolu-
tion 198, the Chairman of the Commit-
tee of the Whole may postpone until a
time during further consideration in
the Committee of the Whole a request
for a recorded vote on any amendment,
and that the Chairman of the Commit-
tee of the Whole may reduce to not less
than 5 minutes the time for voting by
electronic device on any postponed
question that immediately follows an-
other vote by electronic device without
intervening business, provided that the
time for voting by electronic device on
the first in any series of questions shall
not be less than 15 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1996

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RADANOVICH). Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 198 and rule XXIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union for the further consideration of
the bill, H.R. 2076.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly the House resolved itself
into the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union for the fur-
ther consideration of the bill (H.R.
2076) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Commerce, Justice, and
State, the Judiciary, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1996, and for other purposes,
with Mr. GUNDERSON in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. GUNDERSON).
When the Committee of the Whole rose
on Tuesday, July 25, 1995, the amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. HoYyER] has been dis-
posed of and title | was open for
amendment at any point.

Are there further amendments to
title 1?

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Chairman, domestic
violence is not just a private matter anymore;
these private dramas are spilling out into pub-
lic places, endangering family members and
strangers. In Colorado alone, the following in-
cidents have happened:

May 3, 1995: A teenage boy entered a Den-
ver grocery store, pulled a gun on his former
girlfriend, whom he had been stalking, and her
friend. Police shot and killed him, only to find
out it was a fake gun.

April 28, 1995: A man walked into a Denver
grocery store, where he shot and killed his
wife, the store director, and a sheriff's deputy
who arrived on the scene. He then left the
store, as customers crouched in the aisles and
shielded their children. He entered the parking
lot, spraying it with bullets as people ran for
cover. He hit a pregnant woman in the leg;
she lived. He apparently had made several
threats that he was going to kill his wife. A few
days earlier, she had gotten a restraining
order against him, but it hadn't been served
yet because there was some missing informa-
tion and the court clerk couldn’'t reach her.
She had also just filed for divorce and had re-
ceived temporary custody of their son.

April 1994: A Boulder police officer was shot
and killed while responding to a domestic dis-
pute. The male suspect shot and killed himself
at the scene.

April 1994: In Aurora, a man allegedly shot
and killed his ex-girlfriend and her 2%2-year-
old son and wounded his twin brother.

July 1993: An Aurora man threatened with
divorce shot his wife, crippling her, and killed
her sister.

January 1988: A man shot and killed his
wife outside a divorce courtroom in Littleton.
He also wounded the man he thought was her
lover.

January 1986: An Aurora police officer shot
and wounded his wife's divorce lawyer.

My colleagues, | am very sorry we did not
fully fund the Violence Against Women Act.
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I'm also very sorry we had to fight so hard for
the money we got. It is clear that if the Con-
gresswomen hadn’t been constantly monitor-
ing this—the amount would be zero. That is
incredible when the act passed last year 421
to 0. What a difference a year makes. So
there is some funding thanks to the hard work
of NITA LOwWEY, but we are still $50 million
short. Women still must beg for every dollar.

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Chairman, a vote to re-
store some of the funds to the Violence
Against Women Act is a vote to fulfill only a
part of the promise Congress made to help
victims of domestic violence. This promise
was made to make America and the home a
safer place for women.

Last August, the Congress passed the Vio-
lence Against Women Act, a promise to finally
treat domestic violence like the crime that it is,
to improve law enforcement, to make the
streets safer for women, and to vigorously
prosecute perpetrators. We promised more
counseling and more shelters to provide a
safe haven for abused women. Now this Con-
gress threatens to backtrack on our promise
and abandon these promises to combat do-
mestic violence.

Under the amendment, the Violence Against
Women Act receives only a fraction of the
promised authorization of $175 million to fund
justice grants to combat violence against
women. And while | appreciate the efforts of
the committee to add $50 million to the bill for
the program, the shortfall is still severe and |
fear may be interpreted as a message to bat-
tered women that there are few resources for
them, only empty promises.

A shelter in San Pedro, CA, in my district,
desperately needs the money authorized in
the Violence Against Women Act to implement
its programs to combat domestic violence.
Two women whom Rainbow Services had
been helping were killed in the last 6
months—women whose lives could have been
saved had they been able to stay at the shel-
ter longer. These women came forward and
tried to do the right thing, but the resources
were not there to keep them away from their
abusers long enough. The grants in the Vio-
lence Against Women Act money translate
into saving human lives.

Rainbow Services has waiting lists for coun-
seling, beds, and all of its other services. The
number of women who come seeking help has
doubled in the last 3 months since a domestic
violence hotline was established in May. The
increased funds from California’'s grant only
constitutes half of what they need for their
emergency response program, a program op-
erating 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. They
just received a grant for a new shelter—the
first shelter for battered elderly women in the
area—and the Violence Against Women Act
grants are critical to its operation.

| urge my colleagues to join me in support-
ing the amendment to restore some funding
for the Violence Against Women Act. It is criti-
cal that we keep our promise to help victims
of domestic violence—they cannot wait any
longer.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Chairman, | rise today in
strong support of the amendment to increase
funding for the Justice Department’'s violence
against women programs.

Just 1 year ago, the Violence Against
Women Act was passed in the House with
overwhelming bipartisan support. Yet today,
the funding allocation for these programs has
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