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Sergeant McCumber began his career with

the Capitol Police on the midnight shift of the
Senate Division. He also was assigned to the
midnight shift of the Patrol and House Divi-
sions. Sergeant McCumber was promoted in
1987 to his present rank and was assigned to
the Communications Division. He later served
as a supervisor at the Senate Division before
being reassigned to his present assignment at
the House Division in 1990.

Sergeant McCumber was a dedicated and
respected member of the U.S. Capitol Police
and was well liked by everyone who he came
in contact with. He will be remembered
foundly by his colleagues as a man with a
unique sense of humor and wit. He will be
greatly missed.

Sergeant McCumber is survived by his
mother Mary, two children Amie and Edwin
Thaddeus, and several sisters.

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant McCumber displayed
a great devotion to his family as well as the
congressional community which he faithfully
served for the past 20 years. I am sure that
my colleagues share my feelings of loss, as
do those in the law enforcement community,
by the passing of this dedicated officer and
public servant. Our heartfelt prayers go out to
his family, friends and fellow officers.
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OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 1995

Mrs. COLLINS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, on
July 24, 1995, the U.S. Congress lost a valu-
able and extraordinary friend. Mr. Elmer Cerin,
who walked the Halls of Congress and lobbied
on behalf of critical women’s health issues for
almost two decades, passed away on Mon-
day. Lobbyists are not uncommon here in
Washington, DC, but Mr. Cerin was one of a
kind. He was unique and special because he
worked tirelessly, cheerfully, successfully, and
for free.

As a longtime advocate for greater funding
and research for breast cancer, Mr. Cerin pro-
vided tremendous help to me and to my staff.
He built support for several bills that I spon-
sored, traveling to other congressional offices
and meeting with staff and Members to get
their cosponsorship. Despite any setbacks or
discouragements that Mr. Cerin encountered,
he had an exceptionally positive attitude that
opened doors that might not have opened for
others with less charisma and strength of
character.

Mr. Cerin’s incredible spirit was evident re-
cently as he faced prostate cancer with great
courage, strength, and dignity. He was a true
prince among men and will be greatly missed.
He will not be forgotten, however, as we con-
tinue to fight for the issues that were so impor-
tant to Mr. Cerin in the weeks and years
ahead.
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Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of the Christa McAuliffe Fellowship
Program.

We must find a way to fund such a valuable
program that has affected teachers and stu-
dents in every State and territory. While I un-
derstand these are tight budgetary times, I
think we owe it to the seven astronauts who
gave their lives for our country to maintain this
tribute. The astronauts of the Challenger mis-
sion gave their lives to our country; our mem-
ory, and ability to pay tribute, must not be so
short-lived.

We are approaching the tenth anniversary
of the Challenger shuttle explosion which
struck the hearts of children and adults
throughout the world. Seven astronauts, in-
cluding Christa McAuliffe, the first teacher-as-
tronaut, gave their lives in this devastating
tragedy. In honor of those who gave their lives
on this mission, the Christa McAuliffe Fellow-
ship Program was established. This program
serves not only as a living tribute to these
brave astronauts, but also supports a unique
and valuable program for teachers that recog-
nize and develop excellence in teaching. It
personifies the hope evident in Christa
McAuliffe’s statement about her teaching in
Concord, NH, ‘‘I touch the future, I teach.’’ It
would be a tremendous dishonor to their lives
and memory to eliminate funding for this fel-
lowship. However, it is now being criticized as
‘‘too small to be effective on a national level.’’

The Christa McAuliffe Fellowship Program
has received approximately $2 million per year
in Federal funding since 1987. Approximately
60–75 fellowships are awarded each year to
outstanding teachers throughout the country.
There have been over 600 participants in this
program since its inception in 1987; 38 of
these past fellows have gone on to receive
Presidential awards. These fellows complete
semester or year-long projects to enhance
their own teaching skills and broaden the hori-
zons of education. Their activities help stu-
dents to experience subjects such as math
and science in a fun way. These math and
science skills are extremely important in our
increasingly high-tech world. This high-tech
world will result in a society of technological
haves and have-nots unless our schools are
able to teach our children effectively in these
most important subjects. These teachers have
developed many exemplary projects that pro-
vide for more benefit than their costs.

This fellowship, and other small, directed
programs such as this, have a huge ripple ef-
fect; awardees of these programs donate
much of their own time, energy and resources
towards the development of their projects and
they also share information between teachers,
students, and Challenger Centers located
throughout the Nation. This fellowship program
inspires not only those familiar with the out-
standing local achievements of past fellows,
but also those who visit the network of Chal-
lenger Centers located throughout the U.S.
and Canada. These Centers provide hundreds
of thousands of children and teachers with
unique educational experiences such as high-

tech spaceflight simulators, satellite
teleconferences for schools, and hands-on
teachers’ workshops.

Framingham State College, Christa
McAuliffe’s alma mater, has established a
McAuliffe Center to honor Christa’s life and
her commitment to teaching. The mission of
the Center is to carry out educational activities
and research that will support teachers in their
work, improve educational practice, offer stu-
dents goals and incentives to enhance their
development, and strengthen community sup-
port for public education. The Center also
serves as the archive and distribution center
for the teachers’ award winning projects. In
addition, Framingham State College is the site
of one of the Challenger Learning Centers.

The Christa McAuliffe Center and all its ac-
tivities are a fitting tribute to our Nation’s first
teacher-astronaut. Christa hoped her participa-
tion in the Challenger mission would encour-
age students and teachers to pursue their own
dreams, explore exciting educational opportu-
nities, and unleash their own imagination and
creativity. As the network of the Challenger
Centers expands and links teachers and stu-
dents across the country, the legacy of Christa
and the other Challenger astronauts continues
to endure.

We must now restore our bipartisan commit-
ment to education, a fundamental building
block of a competitive economy. Now, even
more than ever, opportunity in the global
economy depends on skills and education.
Education and advanced training are the key
to economic growth. It is programs such as
the McAuliffe Fellowship that help our Nation
provide the education we need to continue to
compete in the world economy and to provide
our children with the knowledge and skills they
will need to be productive and successful
adults.
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Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, last fall, Jim
Johnson, chairman of the Federal National
Mortgage Association also known as Fannie
Mae, came to New Jersey to join me in an-
nouncing an innovative co-op initiative that
has helped countless Northern New Jersey
families preserve the value of their co-op-
apartment homes in a sagging co-op market.
The initiative was modeled after a similar plan
that was extremely successful in New York
which my colleague Representative CHARLES
SCHUMER and Queens Borough president
Claire Schulman announced with Fannie Mae
almost 2 years ago.

The reason the initiative works so well is
that it allows co-op buyers to increase the por-
tion of their mortgage payment which goes to
pay for the underlying or blanket mortgage on
the co-op building itself.

The challenge that co-op buyers faced in
my district is that from 1989, when the hous-
ing market virtually collapsed, to 1993 the re-
sale value of co-ops in Bergen and Hudson
Counties, as in most of the State, declined by
as much as 40 percent. That caused the pro-
rata share—the share of the underlying co-op
building mortgage—to exceed 30 percent of
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