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The current debate over Medicare
clearly shows the wisdom of this state-
ment.

Here is a copy of the Medicare trust-
ees report. It says that immediate ac-
tion is needed to save Medicare from
bankruptcy. As a Republican, and as a
concerned citizen, I want every Amer-
ican to get hold of this report. 202–224–
3121 is the number for their Represent-
ative. They should ask for the Medi-
care trustees summary report. I want
the American people to know what is
in this report. It is important that the
people decide for themselves if this re-
port is valid.

If this report is true, then we need to
get real serious, real quick about sav-
ing Medicare. It does not help when
Democrats try to politicize and dema-
gog this very important issue.

f

REPUBLICAN CUTS IN BILINGUAL
EDUCATION

(Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
the Republican Labor-HHS-Education
appropriations bill cuts bilingual edu-
cation programs by 75 percent.

This massive cut penalizes and pun-
ishes children by robbing them of their
constitutional right to equal edu-
cational opportunities.

The primary objective of bilingual
education is to teach children English
while ensuring they do not fall behind
in other basic subjects.

Numerous studies have documented
that many limited English proficient
students simply cannot learn and com-
pete in the classroom without these
programs.

As a result, the Republican plan will
create a permanent underclass of poor-
ly educated children who will be denied
the opportunity to achieve their full
potential.

We as a country cannot maintain our
competitiveness in an ever-growing,
highly technical global economy unless
we develop the talents and abilities of
all our children.

The virtual elimination of bilingual
education programs works against our
children and our national interests.

f

IT IS TIME TO END THE
GOVERNMENT FREE-FOR-ALL

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, this week
Congress will vote to undo some of the
damage that previous Congresses
caused over the last 40 years. For too
long politicians here in Washington as-
sured the American people that they
had all the answers to society’s prob-
lems.

Since the 1960’s the Federal Govern-
ment has created so many programs
and so many spending plans that it is
absolutely mind boggling. I think it is
fair to say that there is not one ac-

countant, not one Government bureau-
crat who can name all of the programs
that the Federal Government—and the
American taxpayer—pays for.

And what has all this spending cre-
ated?

Debt, debt, and more debt.
Mr. Speaker, it is time to end the

Government free-for-all. It is time to
set our priorities straight and work to-
gether to balance the Federal budget, if
not for our own sake, then for our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

f

‘‘THE BUCK STOPS HERE’’ MEANS
IT STOPS WITH THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
Waco hearings are over. There are two
issues. No. 1: Is Janet Reno truly re-
sponsible for the most incompetent po-
lice maneuver in American history; or
is Janet Reno carrying the water, pro-
tecting Larry Potts, the FBI, and the
ATF for their actions?

Quite frankly, I do not know; but if
‘‘the buck stops here’’ means anything,
Janet Reno should be fired and the peo-
ple of Waco, TX, should petition their
county prosecutor to immediately con-
vene a grand jury, because it appeared
to me as a former sheriff that FBI and
ATF agents were lying through their
teeth to the U.S. Congress. ‘‘The buck
stops here’’ should mean something.

f

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS DO NOT
WANT THE PEOPLE TO SEE THE
REPORT ON MEDICARE

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, this
is the report the liberal Democrats do
not want the American people to see.
They do not want the American people
to know the truth about Medicare.

This report was signed by three of
President Clinton’s Cabinet members
and shows clearly that unless some-
thing is done, Medicare will go bank-
rupt in 7 years.

Mr. Speaker, every American needs
to know the truth about Medicare. I
urge all Americans to call their Rep-
resentative at 202–224–3121 and get a
copy of this report.

The American people also need to
know that the Democrats do not want
to do anything. Their only strategy is
to scare senior citizens and bash any
attempt to save Medicare from bank-
ruptcy.

What is so very important to Demo-
crats that they would turn Medicare
into a partisan issue. This is wrong and
only hurts the millions of Americans
who depend on Medicare.

FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTS

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
one of my dear colleagues and former
member from the other side of the aisle
said to me, ‘‘ENI, if you want to make
a point and to make sure that an Em-
bassy here in Washington gets your at-
tention—just make it a point by com-
ing to the well of this Chamber and
share your concerns with your col-
leagues and the American people.’’

Mr. Speaker, I have got good news
and bad news. The good news is that
the President of France and his mili-
tary advisors are beginning to feel the
pinch whereby consumers all over the
world are refusing to purchase French
goods and products to protest France’s
recently announced policy to explode
eight more nuclear bombs in the mid-
dle of the Pacific Ocean beginning next
month on the Moruroa Atoll.

The bad news is that the French Gov-
ernment has now announced it will ex-
plode its first nuclear bomb explosion
this month because there has been such
a tremendous support from ordinary
people and leaders of countries
throughout the world condemning
French nuclear testing.

Mr. Speaker, I suggest that the char-
ismatic and dashing President of
France to quit playing God with the
lives of millions of men, women, and
children who live in the Pacific. Presi-
dent Chirac should spend more time to
resolve France’s serious unemployment
at 12 percent, rather than proving
France’s nuclear capability.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues and
our citizens all over America to join
other world citizens by refusing to buy
French goods and products.

Shame on you France, shame on you
for reintroducing a nuclear arms race
again—we do not need it and I believe
the good people of France do not want
it.

f

SUPPORT RESOLUTION
CELEBRATING SOCIAL SECURITY

(Mr. BUNNING of Kentucky asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BUNNING of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, August 14 will mark the 60th
anniversary of the signing of the Social
Security Act by President Franklin
Roosevelt. With his signature and the
support of Congress, a new commit-
ment was established between the
American people and their Govern-
ment.

To mark this anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Social Security Act, I along
with my colleague, ANDY JACOBS, am
introducing, today, a resolution to cel-
ebrate that landmark commitment.

This resolution will celebrate the oc-
casion the best way possible—by let-
ting the American people know that
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the House of Representatives still hon-
ors that 60-year-old commitment to So-
cial Security and that the House of
Representatives intends to make sure
that this 60-year-old commitment is
honored.

I urge my colleagues to join with me
and ANDY JACOBS and support this reso-
lution.
f

ONLY A GOOD EDUCATION BRINGS
SUCCESS TO AMERICA’S POOR-
EST CHILDREN
(Mr. DE LA GARZA asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DE LA GARZA. Mr. Speaker, I
come from a very low-income area of
this country, but it has an obsession
with education. We have seen the edu-
cation of our children, the migrant
children, the children of the poor. It
could not have been done without the
assistance of the Federal Government.

When I came here 30 years ago, the
issue was should the Federal Govern-
ment be involved or not in education.
The answer was yes, and I can show
Members the difference. There are now
doctors, lawyers, engineers, with Span-
ish surnames that would have never
been, relying solely on the income from
the local school districts or from the
State.

I did not come here to dismantle the
educational system of the United
States, I came to enhance it. We have
enhanced it. I am concerned now that
there is a move to dismantle it. It
should not be done. We keep hearing
about not putting a burden on our chil-
dren and our grandchildren. The best
thing we can do for our children and
grandchildren is to give them an edu-
cation. If we dismantle the Federal
part, we would have done wrong to fu-
ture generations.
f

THE ISTOOK-MCINTOSH AMEND-
MENT WILL HALT TAXPAYERS’
MONEY GOING TO POLITICAL AD-
VOCACY GROUPS

(Mr. WHITFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, one of
the most egregious wrongs imposed on
taxpayers during the past 40 years has
been a policy which gives tax money to
various lobby groups that advocate
special programs for particular groups.
The Istook-McIntosh Federal grant re-
form amendment to the Labor Appro-
priation bill would put a halt to tax-
payers’ money going to support politi-
cal advocacy groups they may not
want to support.

Thomas Jefferson said it best when
he said, ‘‘To compel a man to furnish
funds for the propagation of ideas he
disbelieves and abhors is sinful and ty-
rannical.’’ The Government should not
use taxpayers’ money to strengthen
special interest groups which do not re-

flect the views of most Americans. This
is wrong, and I urge support of the
Istook-McIntosh Federal grant reform
amendment to the Labor-Education ap-
propriation bill.

f

SACRIFICES FROM ALL AMERI-
CANS MAKE POSSIBLE UNFAIR
SUBSIDIES TO SPECIAL INTER-
ESTS

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, a lit-
tle more than 1 week ago Members of
this House came to this floor and voted
in favor of continuing agriculture sub-
sidies to farmers making over $100,000
in off-farm income and they voted to
continue millions of dollars in market
promotion subsidies for companies like
McDonald’s and Pillsbury.

Yet this week, many of these same
Members will come to the floor to
speak and vote in favor of $4.5 billion
in cuts to education programs like stu-
dent aid and safe and drug free schools.
How will they justify it? They will say,
‘‘we must make sacrifices to balance
the budget’’, ‘‘for our children’’ they
will say, ‘‘for our children’’.

But McDonald’s will continue to re-
ceive $1.2 million in market subsidies
and a farmer making over $100,000 an-
nually in off-farm income will get a
$500-per-child tax break for his two
children and continue to receive farm
payments from the Federal Govern-
ment. Apparently only your child and
mine need to make sacrifices, not
farmers nor big business.

f

GENERATIONAL EQUITY: SAVING
MEDICARE AND BALANCING THE
BUDGET

(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to read from Bill Bennett’s
Book of Virtues a poem entitled ‘‘The
Bridge Builders’’ by Will Allen
Dromgoole. The poem speaks of
generational equity.
An old man, going a lone highway,
Came, at evening, cold and gray,
To a chasm, vast, and deep, and wide,
Through which was flowing a sullen tide.
The old man crossed in the twilight dim;
The sullen stream had no fears for him;
But he turned, when safe on the other side,
And built a bridge to span the tide.
‘‘Old man,’’ said a fellow pilgrim, near,
‘‘You are wasting strength with building

here;
Your journey will end with the ending day;
You never again must pass this way;
You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide—
Why build you the bridge at the eventide?’’

The builder lifted his old gray head;
‘‘Good friend, in the path I have come,’’ he

said,
‘‘There followeth after me today
A youth, whose feet must pass this way.
This chasm, that has been naught to me,

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be.
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim;
Good friend, I am building the bridge for

him.’’

Mr. Speaker, we owe it to our seniors
to save Medicare. But, we owe it to our
children to balance our budget.

f

MEDICARE TRUSTEES’ REPORT
DOES NOT RECOMMEND RAIDING
MEDICARE FUNDS TO PAY FOR
TAX BREAKS FOR THE WEALTHY

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I have here a copy of the Med-
icare trustees report. They make it
very clear that unless changes are
made, Medicare will be insolvent. They
also make a series of recommendations
of minor extensions of current law that
will make it solvent to the year 2010.

What the Medicare trustees do not
recommend in this report is raiding the
Medicare account to give tax breaks to
the wealthy. The Medicare trustees do
not recommend, as the Republicans
plan to do, to take $270 billion out of
Medicare and give it to the wealthiest
people in this country. What the Medi-
care trustees recommend is that we re-
form the Medicare system to extend its
life, not raid the system to give a hand-
out to the wealthiest people in this
country.

However, that is what the Republican
plan is; not fixing Medicare, not re-
forming Medicare, but raiding Medi-
care, using the trustees’ report as
cover so that they can pass on a tax
cut to the wealthiest people in this
country. We are fully prepared to re-
form Medicare. We are not prepared to
raid Medicare.

f

THE HOUSE NEEDS MORE TIME TO
CONSIDER VITAL TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS LEGISLATION

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, tonight
at about 9 p.m. we are going to begin
consideration of the telecommuni-
cations bill. It is a very important
piece of legislation. It affects every-
body in the United States, and will for
years to come. We have been working
on this piece of legislation for at least
10 years, I am told, and yet somebody
has decided it must be out before we
leave here the first of August.

This bill passed by an overwhelming
majority when it came out of commit-
tee, a bipartisan majority, and has
been taken and rewritten in a back
room by a handful of people, and we are
going to begin debate on it tonight.
Usually when something this impor-
tant is rushed through in the dark of
night, it is because someone does not
want us to know what the real rami-
fications are. This is no way to do the
people’s business.
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