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Pete served with the U.S. Army and was hon-
orably discharged.

I share with my friends of the Cocopah Na-
tion a deep personal loss. The Cocopah Tribe
has not only lost a great leader, but I have lost
a dear friend. I request that my fellow col-
leagues join me in honoring and remembering
this great man: Chairman Peter Soto of the
Cocopah Nation.
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Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I wanted to
take this opportunity to clarify the legislative
intent of H.R. 1617 regarding the Job Corps
Program.

The committee did not include Job Corps as
part of the block grant consolidation proposed
in H.R. 1617. After numerous hearings, site
visits, and debate, the committee determined
that Job Corps is one of the few Federal pro-
grams that is most cost-effectively adminis-
tered at the national level. The committee
strongly believes that Job Corps should re-
main a distinct, national program for the fol-
lowing reasons:

Job Corps is effective. Historically, the
young people served by Job Corps are Ameri-
ca’s poorest and most at-risk. Their needs
have not been met by their schools, families,
communities, or State governments. Job
Corps, through its comprehensive residential
education and training components, is ex-
tremely effective in dealing with this difficult
population. In fact, in program year 1994—
July 1994–June 1995—73 percent of all par-
ticipants were placed into jobs or advanced to
higher education.

Job Corps provides universal access. By vir-
tue of being a national program, Job Corps al-
lows equal, universal access to all young peo-
ple eligible for the program, regardless of their
residence. There are no constraints of State
boundaries. In fact, a substantial amount—
roughly 35 percent of all Job Corps students
attend centers not located in their State.

Low administrative costs. As currently oper-
ated, Job Corps has minimal bureaucratic
overhead. There are 179 Federal staffs that
oversee services to almost 65,000 youth an-
nually at 110 centers nationwide. It would
make no sense to create 50 separate State
bureaucracies to administer approximately 2
Job Corps centers per State.

Job Corps is accountable. Given its size
and cost, Job Corps must be accountable to
Congress. Today, Job Corps has the most ex-
tensive performance standards of any job
training program. Job Corps measures student
advancement in academics, vocational com-
pletion, and job placement rate as well as the
starting salary once they leave the Job Corps.
This is done for every one of Job Corps’
65,000 students each year. In addition, Job
Corps has now instituted student surveys to
assess student perceptions of the program
and campus safety.

Local input with a national focus. Job Corps
is unique from other Federal training programs
in its uniformity across the Nation. This has al-
lowed the program to develop a cost-effective

and efficient system to serve both the local
and national needs of Job Corps students.
Each Job Corps campus is required by law
and regulation to develop community linkages,
local support groups, and participation. Stu-
dents are referred to and from other State pro-
grams and services. The national network of
placement services offered through the inter-
national labor unions and the National Asso-
ciation of Home Builders allow Job Corps
graduates access to job markets across the
Nation.

Mr. Speaker, while the goal of H.R. 1617 is
to consolidate the vast array of job training
and education programs into a more cohesive
structure that makes sense to participants, to
service providers, to the Congress, and most
importantly to the American taxpayer, we did
not want to eliminate programs that operate
effectively. Job Corps is one program the
committee felt was best kept at the national
level. As the old adage goes ‘‘if it ain’t broke,
don’t fix it.’’
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Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Epiphany Byzantine Catholic Church
of Annandale, VA, which is celebrating its 25th
anniversary on Sunday, September 24, 1995.

The parish was founded in 1970 by a few
Slavic people with a vision and love for their
Byzantine Rite. Many of the founders were
first generation Americans who wanted a
place to worship in the traditions of their Slavic
ancestors. Since that time the parish has
grown and become an integral part of the
community and serves over 300 families of di-
verse ethnic and cultural backgrounds who
live in the Washington metropolitan area.

In 1973, the construction of Epiphany Byz-
antine Catholic Church was completed and on
April 29 was dedicated. Father John Danilak
who served as pastor at that time wrote the
following to parishioners: ‘‘The erection of this
beautiful edifice shall ever by a living testi-
monial of the generations of the unborn, and
it will be a memorial to of your ardent faith and
an inspiration for your children to manifest the
God-given faith and the glorious heritage that
you will entrust to them. May the doors of the
Epiphany Church be always open to all who
seek the soothing balm of Christ’s healing
graces and that there be charity and love for
the helpless, and that Epiphany serve as a
reservoir of moral strength for the weak, a
sanctuary for the oppressed and comfort and
consolation for the aged and forgotten.’’

Since those words were written in 1973,
Epiphany Byzantine Catholic Church has
strived to fulfill this commitment. The parish
has grown and people of different cultures and
backgrounds attend and participate in the reli-
gious services. Yet, the goals set in 1973 re-
main unchanged. Epiphany Byzantine Catholic
Church continues to nurture its family in the
gospel of Jesus Christ, through the unique ge-
nius of the Byzantine Rite.

In 1987, the multipurpose parish center was
dedicated and serves as a place for parishion-
ers and the community to meet for educational

and social events. The parish not only contin-
ues traditions of the Slavic people but also the
ethnic and cultural traditions of their parents
and grandparents. Epiphany Parish is truly
committed to the Byzantine Catholic Rite and
welcomes all who desire to worship with them.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me
in honoring the Epiphany Byzantine Catholic
Church on the occasion of its 25th anniver-
sary.
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Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise before
my colleagues today to pay tribute to Dr.
Abraham M. Phillips, a pediatric specialist in
juvenile diabetes in the St. Louis community.
Dr. Phillips is a colonel in the U.S. Army Re-
serve and a commander of the 21st General
Hospital in St. Louis.

Dr. Phillips’ career is a remarkable story of
dedication and service to his community and
his country. After being commissioned to serv-
ice in 1971, he moved quickly through military
ranks and was appointed colonel in 1987. He
has held various non-active duty hospital as-
signments in the St. Louis area and was as-
signed to active duty in Kuwait and Saudi Ara-
bia during the Persian Gulf war. After more
than 24 years of service in the military, Dr.
Phillips has been decorated with more than 18
medals and awards in recognition of his out-
standing military service.

In his role as a civilian physician, Dr. Phil-
lips’ service and scope of work to the medical
community are equally impressive. He serves
as the medical advisor to a local high school
football team, is the consulting physician to a
diabetic camp for children in Missouri, and re-
cently concluded work for the Nursery and
Newborn Clinic Service at Deaconess Hospital
in St. Louis. In addition, Dr. Phillips serves on
the Pediatric Quality Assurance Committee at
John’s Mercy Hospital and on the Pre-Natal
and Pediatric Care Committee at Deaconess
Hospital, both of which are located in St.
Louis.

Dr. Phillips’ work illustrates the importance
of military reservists in our country, and their
invaluable contributions to our society. He has
unselfishly given his time and talents to our
community. His devotion to our community
and to our country should be an inspiration to
us all.
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Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, today I am
pleased to introduce the Surface Mining Con-
trol and Reclamation Amendments Act of
1995. I am joined in this effort by Mr.
CREMEANS and several other colleagues all of
whom share my interest in reinforcing the
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