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department for luggage we took our oldest
employee with us.

The life story of this particular man is
unique because it is so different from that of
the present day worker.

Joe Fairbrother came to work for my fa-
ther as an errand boy when he was about
twelve years old. Eventually he learned the
trade of harness maker. He never worked for
anyone else but my father and me for a pe-
riod of over fifty three years.

He raised a family of eight children, owned
his own little home in the west end, near
where he was born. In later years he had a
comfortable camp in Oneida Lake and an
automobile which he never drove himself.

His wages never exceeded thirty dollars per
week. He often told me ‘‘This job has never
been a good paying one, but it has been d--n
steady’’. When he passed away some years
ago after a lingering illness, it was like los-
ing a member of the family.

It may be of some interest that his grand-
daughter has been my secretary for ten
years, and it is the only position she has ever
held.

Our present store is now managed by my
son and partner, Robert Sheldon, who has
been with me for nineteen years. When the
war is over my younger son will again re-
sume his place with us.

I often wonder when I look back over al-
most fifty years in the harness and luggage
business just why young men with fine col-
lege training decide to engage in business
that shows so little opportunity for financial
gain.

What has happened in our own partnership
is only one of many such instances that I
know of when young men with good edu-
cations have elected to follow the retailing
of Luggage and Leather Goods as their life
work.

Surely there must be some spirit of ro-
mance in handling fine leather goods for I
see no other reason.

Why this little history of our family’s busi-
ness should be of interest to any one is hard
for me to understand. There are probably
scores of other small businesses that have
equally long and honorable records.

The only unusual thing about it may be
that for over one hundred years the name
‘‘Sheldon’’ has appeared first over a harness
shop which eventually became a Luggage
and Leather Goods Store and still continues.

The fourth generation of Sheldons is now
in charge of our store. Possibly if one of my
grandsons follow in his father’s steps, we
may yet crow about a fifth generation in this
one business. Only time will tell us that.

At any rate I am sure that my partners
grandfather and great-grandfather, though
he had never seen either of them, are as
proud as I am of the present management,
and the manner in which it has maintained
and added to the reputable standing of our
firm in this our home community.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I am inserting
my Washington Report for Wednesday, No-
vember 8, 1995 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD:

THE STATE OF RACE RELATIONS

The verdict in the O.J. Simpson trial and
the Million Man March in Washington have

refocused national attention on the state of
race relations in America today. Both events
show that race continues to be one of the
more intractable and troubling issues facing
our country.

SIMPSON VERDICT

The reading of the verdict in the O.J.
Simpson trial was a remarkable event. For
one brief moment all Americans stopped
what they were doing to hear the result. The
reaction of the public to the verdict was just
as striking. Most white viewers were stunned
by the acquittal, thinking the evidence
against Simpson was overwhelming. Many
black viewers, in contrast, reacted to the
verdict with joy and celebration. They be-
lieved Simpson had been framed by a rogue,
racist police force.

The trial was extraordinary. Most murder
trials last a week or less, not nine months,
and don’t involve a national celebrity and a
worldwide television audience. We can talk
about keeping TV out of the courtroom or
reforming the rules of evidence, but we
should be very careful about changing our
criminal laws based on such an unusual case.

The most disturbing aspect of the trial was
how differently blacks and whites reacted to
the verdict. Both races appear to want the
same things from our justice system—safe
neighborhoods, drug-free schools, and the
like—but disagree about how the system is
working today. Whites generally view the
system as basically fair and give high marks
to local law enforcement, but say too many
criminals get away with their crimes.
Blacks, however, tend to think the system is
biased against them and geared to lock away
young black males. They believe law en-
forcement is racist.

Blacks often say that the high incarcer-
ation rate for black males reflects the fun-
damental unfairness of the system. One in
three black males in their twenties has been
in the care of the criminal justice system.
Blacks, who make up 12% of the population,
make up more than half of all people con-
victed of murder; blacks are also dispropor-
tionately victims of murders. Many whites
respond to these statistics by saying rel-
atively more blacks are in jail because rel-
atively more blacks commit crimes, not be-
cause the system is inherently racist.

The basic challenge is to build confidence
in the criminal justice system across racial
lines. We should be able to agree on certain
basic points. On the one hand, racist conduct
by law enforcement cannot be tolerated. On
the other hand, racism, past or present, can-
not be raised as an excuse for violent con-
duct. Criminals, whether black or white,
must be punished for their crimes.

MILLION MAN MARCH

The second event which stirred much de-
bate on race relations was the Million Man
March. The avowed purpose of the rally,
which attracted over 400,000 black men to
the U.S. Capitol last month, was for black
men to rededicate themselves to family, per-
sonal responsibility and community. The
event was an impressive gathering, marked
by a sense of purpose and comraderie. Nation
of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan, who orga-
nized the event and pulled it off without in-
cident, has established himself as a leading
voice for black America.

The Million Man March sent out an equivo-
cal message. The rally showed there is much
common ground between blacks and whites.
In some ways, it was a march about dignity,
pride and respect. Many of the speakers
talked about self-help and self-discipline; the
importance of family and education; and the
scourge of drug use and crime, particularly
among young people. I hear many of the

same issues discussed approvingly at my
public meeting in Indiana.

The rally, however, was also about racial
division and separation. Minister Farrakhan
spoke of a more perfect union, but he is a
controversial figure; he is seen in many
quarters as a bigot and an anti-semite, some-
one who stokes racial fears and animosities.
To most Americans he is more a symptom of
our ills than a physician who can heal them.

ASSESSMENT

White and black America continue to drift
apart. Many blacks feel aggrieved. They ob-
serve that black incomes are still only 60%
of white ones; black unemployment is more
than twice as high; and more than half of
black children live in poverty. They say
whites have lost interest in their plight, cut-
ting federal programs that benefit their com-
munities and curbing affirmative action pro-
grams that have created eduational and job
opportunities. The reponse of a growing
number of blacks is not a call for more inte-
gration with white America, but separation
and self-help.

Many white Americans, for their part, feel
a different kind of frustration. They say this
country has spent billions of dollars on fight-
ing poverty, particularly in black commu-
nities, but poverty rates remain persistently
high. They complain that affirmative action
programs take jobs and college opportunities
from deserving whites. They say blacks
should take more personal responsibility for
their actions, rather than look to the gov-
ernment for help. They often believe, mis-
takenly, that the average black is faring bet-
ter than the average white in terms of access
to housing, education, jobs and health.

We can argue all day about the causes of
this separation—the lack of economic oppor-
tunities; racism; the burden of history; the
rise of illegitimacy and single parent fami-
lies—but the question Americans must an-
swer is whether this trend toward separation
is desirable. I think it is not. This country
will not prosper if we do not work together
to create opportunities for all of our citizens.

Sometimes I get the impression that
blacks and whites live on two different plan-
ets. Both events, the trial and the march,
caution that we must bridge the great divide
between the two races. We must talk frank-
ly, listen carefully, and work together across
racial lines. We must talk less about separa-
tion and bitterness, and more about unity,
reconciliation and shared values. We must
reach out to people of different races and
provide opportunity for all persons to make
the most of their lives. Government can help
by pursuing fiscal policies that promote job
creation, enforcing anti-disrimination laws
and supporting programs that are pro fam-
ily—but reconiliation will mainly come
through individual contacts. We should not
tolerate the existence of two Americas.
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Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
bring attention to the fact that the month of
November is National Home Health Care
Month and National Hospice Month. Yester-
day, November 6, I participated in a visit to a
32-year-old constituent who was diagnosed
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