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drug treatment saving $10 in later medical
costs or social costs.

MYTH NO. 6: HOUSING ASSISTANCE IS WIDELY
AVAILABLE TO POOR PEOPLE

Truth: There is often at least a two-year
waiting list for public or subsidized housing
in Marion County if the housing unit is even
accepting applications, and these existing
programs are at risk of reduction or elimi-
nation by the current Congress. Subsidized
housing is vital to poor people because the
federal government’s recommendation that
people pay 30 percent of their income on
housing and utilities is an otherwise impos-
sible goal for most AFDC recipients. For ex-
ample, the 1993 fair market value for an Indi-
anapolis two-bedroom apartment is $523,
which represents 156 percent of the monthly
income of a three-person family receiving
AFDC.

In fact, most poor people in Indianapolis
pay over 50 percent of their income in hous-
ing costs. Some of the hypocrisy of the anti-
welfare rhetoric based on allegations of
budget-busting is demonstrated by the gov-
ernment’s commitment to providing signifi-
cant housing benefits for the decidedly non-
poor. For every dollar spent by the federal
government on low-income housing assist-
ance, $3 of housing assistance is provided to
high-income persons (incomes in the top 20
percent) through homeowner tax deductions.

MYTH NO. 7: PRIVATE CHARITIES CAN REPLACE
GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS TO HELP THE POOR

Truth: Private charitable programs cur-
rently spend only about 1 percent as much as
state and federal governments on social serv-
ices, and many of those private services are
provided by agencies heavily dependent on
government funds. The major charitable pro-
viders of social services, including Salvation
Army, Catholic Charities USA and Feed the
Children, have taken the position that gov-
ernment has a necessary role in helping the
poor. Leaders of these organizations predict
disastrous consequences for the poor if the
government significantly reduces its role in
providing a social safety net.
MYTH NO. 8: THE UNITED STATES PROVIDES THE

OPPORTUNITY FOR PERSONS IN POVERTY TO
SIMPLY PULL THEMSELVES UP INTO THE MID-
DLE CLASS

Truth: For most poor people, 1995 America
is not the land of opportunity. The gap be-
tween the rich and poor in our society is the
largest of any industrialized nation, and the
percentage of poor people who are able to
move out of poverty has steadily decreased
in the last several decades. Even though cur-
rent efforts to solve the United States’ pov-
erty problem focus on reducing or eliminat-
ing government programs, it is the more
generous and pervasive family benefit pro-
grams that are generally cited as the source
of the greater amount of class mobility and
lower amount of poverty in comparable
countries.

Dire consequences are predicted as a result
of changes to our current welfare system,
with poverty experts and service providers
predicting everything from widespread riot-
ing to a future where children sleeping on
sidewalk heating grates will be a common
sight. The lesson to be taken from exposing
the fallacy of the myths that motivated
these changes is that the very survival of our
country’s poor families is put at risk based
on misconceptions and prejudices, rather
than clear-eyed examination of the effective-
ness of the current welfare programs. While
it may not yet be clear what the con-
sequences of changing welfare will have for
the poor and for the rest of us, it is clear
that we have eliminated ‘‘welfare as we
know it’’ when we did not really ‘‘know it’’
in the first place.

GREAT MILITARY FACILITIES IN
FLORIDA

HON. TILLIE K. FOWLER
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 10, 1995

Mrs. FOWLER. Mr. Speaker, let me begin
by saying that I take great pride in all the fine
military installations we have in Florida. That
said, however, I must admit that I have a spe-
cial place in my heart for the facilities in my
own district and the surrounding communities.
These facilities are all truly outstanding, and
they just keep getting better.

I learned yesterday afternoon that both
Naval Station Mayport and the Mayport-based
Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Conversion and
Repair Jacksonville—SUPSHIP Jacksonville—
have been selected as finalists for the Presi-
dent’s Quality Award. This prestigious award
is the Federal equivalent of the private sec-
tor’s Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award
for excellence in quality management.

While there are literally thousands of eligible
candidates in the Federal Government, only
10 finalists are chosen for this award each
year. This year, two of them are from my dis-
trict—and this is Mayport’s second year in a
row as a finalist.

I think my colleagues will all agree with me
that this is an extraordinary achievement. I
want to take this opportunity to congratulate
Capt. Scott Cantfil, the CO of Mayport, and
Capt. Richard T. Holmes, the CO of SUPSHIP
Jacksonville, on their fine leadership. Even
more importantly, though, I want to commend
the men and women of Mayport and
SUPSHIP—both military and civilian—who
work so hard every day to achieve such a
high standard of excellence. As a friend, a
neighbor, and a longtime admirer, I am very,
very proud of them all.

Mr. Speaker, these individuals do honor to
the Navy, the U.S. Government, and the State
of Florida, and it is my honor to represent
them in the U.S. Congress.

f

U.S.S. ‘‘SANTEE’’ VETERANS

HON. RON PACKARD
OF CALIFORNIA
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
commend the gallant men of the U.S.S. San-
tee who served during World War II.

Between 1942–45, the U.S.S. Santee
served in several war zones and took part in
numerous combat missions. Operating in the
most advanced areas, the U.S.S. Santee and
her attached air squadron frequently struck
enemy targets while themselves under pro-
longed air attack. During the historic battle for
Leyte Gulf, the Santee and her crew withstood
successively, the first suicide plane attack of
the war and a torpedo hit in her side while
continuing flight operations and manning her
antiaircraft guns.

The U.S.S. Santee and her crew served the
people of the United States with valor and
honor throughout World War II. The carrier
and her courageous crew compiled an impres-
sive combat record during her service in the
battle theaters of the world. Their valiant ac-

tion against enemy forces was crucial in our
victory over the tyrannical Axis forces.

Each of us is indebted to these gallant men
for their extraordinary heroism and devotion to
duty.
f

VETERANS DAY

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 10, 1995

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of our country’s veterans. On
Saturday, November 11, we will celebrate yet
another Armistice Day, or as it is more com-
monly called today Veterans Day. This is a
day when every American should stand to-
gether in remembrance, reflection, and grati-
tude to the men and women who have fought
for our freedom, a freedom which has endured
only through the enormous sacrifice of the vet-
erans we remember today.

More than 1 million veterans did not return
to the freedom of America. Countless other
millions returned wounded in body or in spirit.
To those soldiers and their families, I pledge
today, that we will never forget your mighty
tribute to our country.

And on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month we will stand and salute the flag
which our veterans carried with them to the
wars, and which serves as a symbol of our
national pride. At that moment, when the si-
rens sound, we must reflect on what kind of
America we might live in today if not for the
service of those who we honor each year on
Armistice Day.

Mr. Speaker, I include the following for the
RECORD.

VETERANS DAY, 1995
The threat to freedom and peace is no less

sinister than in war. Our country’s future
must not go by default. The veteran must
not fail the Nation’s trust.—General Douglas
MacArthur

Veterans Day marks the final day of the
closing ceremonies of the 50th Anniversary
of World War II. Although this day marks
the conclusion of the official end of com-
memorations, we must never forget to honor
the brave men and women who served in the
war that changed our future forever.

Veterans Day provides us with an oppor-
tunity to remember and to acknowledge the
sacrifice of men and women who have served
their country in the Armed Forces of the
United States. It is not a day of sadness, but
is in the truest sense, a day of reflection; a
day of commemoration; a day of honor; a day
of celebration.

Veterans Day allows us to celebrate vic-
tory and the ultimate peace achieved on a
myriad of battlefields around the world.
Peace and victory have been earned with the
blood of Americans who sacrificed their lives
to preserve freedom and democracy. As ter-
rible as that sacrifice is, nonetheless, it is
the most divine of all human sentiments and
the unconditional moral evolution of man-
kind.

Today, freedom enjoyed by us all is di-
rectly due to the sacrifice made by the
American soldier, sailor, airman and Marine
who was willing to fight and die for freedom.

He has engraved his imprint upon the souls
of his countrymen. He has molded his statue
in the hearts of all Americans. He has erect-
ed his monument in the memories of his
comrades. His legacy has provided Ameri-
cans with the highest example of patriotism.
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