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the Constitution, who voted against
the continuing resolution 2 nights ago.
Forty-eight Members voted for it, but
24 of the ones that had voted for the
BBA back in January voted against
this continuing resolution. I mean how
do you explain that?

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Reclaim-
ing the time, I appreciate the com-
ments of my colleague.

The fact of the matter is a balanced
budget is going to help everyone in
every region of the country, all ages,
and the fact is by decreasing the cost
of mortgage payments for the balanced
budget, decreasing costs for car pay-
ments, decreasing costs of college tui-
tion, we are going to do what every
other government is required to do,
school government, local government,
and families.

So the balanced budget is an idea
whose time has arrived. We need to
have the political will to make sure we
talk to the White House, that we have
more of both sides of the aisle working
together.

Mr. HOKE. Well, we clearly have the
political will, and the gentleman from
New Jersey [Mr. ANDREWS] clearly has
the political will, but you are trying to
get to the question of what is really
going on, and you are saying, if we re-
duce some of the tax cuts, reduce some
of the tax cuts and tinker a little bit
with the environment and some of
these educational things—I do not
know who else has time here.

f

WE HAVE TO LEARN TO WORK
TOGETHER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine [Mr. BALDACCI] is
recognized for five minutes.

Mr. BALDACCI. Mr. Speaker, Mem-
bers of the House, the resolution that I
put forward is a resolution so that the
Congress could continue to work on
Sunday, that we not take the day off,
that we continue to do our work.

There are thousands of seniors who
are qualifying for disability, veterans
disability. There are many people who
are trying to visit our national parks
at Acadia and other national treasures
who have been told that it is closed,
and we have our work to do because we
have not yet been able to open the Gov-
ernment back up again.

We put this together as members of
the freshman Democratic Party, but
we reached out in a bipartisan way to
continue working, to do what is in the
public interest, not in the party inter-
est.

Mr. Speaker, as we argue the bal-
anced budget and as we argue the bal-
anced budget over 7 years, I stand be-
fore you as somebody who has sup-
ported a balanced budget over 7 years
and supported the particulars of that
balanced budget over 7 years. I voted
for it twice.

The problem with what is being of-
fered in the Congress is, is a balanced
budget that incorporates $245 billion in

tax cuts. People who are earning over
$200,000 are going to get a check for
$14,000. You are going to have to make
deeper cuts in Medicare and Medicaid.
You eliminate a disproportionate share
from hospitals that serve communities
where the poorer people are being
taken care of. It eliminates and annihi-
lates a lot of rural hospitals through-
out our country. In my State of Maine
we lose $187 million over 2 years. The
senior Senator from the State of Maine
did not vote for the budget that was
put forward by the Republicans, voted
for a balanced budget that did not have
tax breaks. That is the responsible ap-
proach, but that approach is not being
put forward by the majority.

So do not ask us to support a bal-
anced budget that has $245 billion in
tax breaks over 7 years. It is causing
too much pain and suffering on the sen-
iors. It causes too much pain and suf-
fering for children. You are cutting
student aid deeper than you have to.

When we put forward the balanced
budget over 7 years, we took $100 bil-
lion of the $245 billion, put it back into
Medicare, we put it back into Medic-
aid, student financial aid, and veterans
benefits, and we did it over 7 years. So
we were able to come up with a frame-
work that got us to a balanced budget,
but that did not do it with as much
pain and suffering on the seniors, on
health care, on kids and on people with
disabilities as much as what is being
proposed by the majority.

I do think that we can reach a com-
promise on this particular issue, I do
not think we are that far apart, and I
truly believe, as the gentleman has
stated here before, that we can work
together in that regard. There is sig-
nificant support in both Chambers for
that. But I think we have to work to-
gether at it. It cannot be your way or
the highway. In the same way on our
side it cannot be this is it or else. We
truly have to communicate regularly
because we have to understand that the
Congress is being controlled by the ma-
jority and that the administration
being controlled by the President, and
they are going to have to learn to work
together in the public interest.
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We really need to force those lines of
communication to open up and to con-
tinue, but I really have to tell you, the
budget that has been put forth is not a
good budget for America. It rolls back
environmental standards. I believe that
what the majority is proposing, and
what I have seen people talking about,
is going backwards. We want to go for-
ward, not backward. We do not rep-
resent Government as it is, but we rep-
resent environmental standards and an
easier way to get to it. We represent a
student financial aid program that
does not have as much regulation to it,
but that gets resources out there.

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. BALDACCI. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Ohio.

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will yield for a question, I
think what the gentleman is saying is
absolutely right. We have very honest
differences about these things. Maybe
some of the differences get exaggerated
for political effect on both sides. What
I do not understand is why you would
be opposed to the continuing resolution
that very clearly clarifies the only dif-
ference is in committing to a 7-year
balanced budget scored by CBO. Why
not that?

Mr. BALDACCI. Just to complete the
question, the problem is that you take
a continuing resolution, which is real-
ly, because Congress has not finished
its work, and, how, I have not been
here before, and they have had continu-
ing resolutions; but because we did not
finish the work, you added these items
to it, which were like you were trying
to do your budget approach through
reconciliation and a continuing resolu-
tion. That is what made it very dif-
ficult to support that methodology. I
think that had more to do with that.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARR). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Minnesota
[Mr. GUTKNECHT] is recognized for 5
minutes.

[Mr. GUTKNECHT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

WHY WILL THE PRESIDENT NOT
SIGN THE CONTINUING RESOLU-
TION?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. HOKE] is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Speaker, I would con-
tinue my question to the gentleman.
My question is simple. What makes
this complex, to simply cast a ‘‘yes’’
vote, an ‘‘aye’’ vote on the CR? It is a
clean CR as the President asked for,
with one sentence. I read that sen-
tence. It is a short sentence. It is a be-
nign sentence. It says that the Presi-
dent and the Congress will honestly
and sincerely work together to come
up with, that they will be committed
to balancing the budget in fiscal year
2002 under the scoring of CBO.

Mr. BALDACCI. Mr. Speaker, if the
gentleman will yield, all I am saying to
him is that I do not think we are that
far apart. The problem we have is that
in a continuing resolution, which is be-
cause the work was not finished on
time, we needed to pass it for a couple
of more weeks. A lot of things, includ-
ing that, were added into it, and it
really was not the proper vehicle.

We have the reconciliation budget,
which we voted on today, which really
is the proper vehicle. That needs to go
through the process, and then we
should demand that the President, the
Speaker, and the majority leader nego-
tiate that budget reconciliation and
work out those differences over that
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