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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. LONGLEY].
f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 15, 1995.

I hereby designate the Honorable JAMES B.
LONGLEY, Jr., to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

Let us pray using the words of Psalm
138:

I give Thee thanks, O Lord, with my
whole heart; before the gods I sing Thy
praise; I bow down toward Thy holy
temple and give thanks to Thy name
for Thy steadfast love and Thy faith-
fulness; for Thou hast exalted above ev-
erything Thy name and Thy word. On
the day I called, Thou didst answer me,
my strength of soul Thou didst in-
crease. Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Chair’s approval of the
Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Chair’s approval of
the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

Pursuant to clause 5, rule I, further
proceedings on this vote will be post-
poned, and the vote will be taken later
today.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the

gentleman from Ohio [Mr. TRAFICANT]
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. TRAFICANT led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE SPEAKER
TO DECLARE RECESSES SUB-
JECT TO THE CALL OF THE
CHAIR THROUGH MONDAY, DE-
CEMBER 18, 1995
Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I offer a

privileged motion.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Clerk will report the motion.
The Clerk read as follows:
Mr. ARMEY moves that the Speaker may be

authorized to declare recesses subject to the
call of the chair through Monday, December
18, 1995.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I have a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speak-
er, as many Members may know, this

procedure has never been used before,
and it is my understanding that this
procedure is being used to avoid a prob-
lem we may anticipate down the road
in terms of our ability to later adjourn
the House. I wonder if perhaps the
Chair or the majority leader could en-
lighten us. The last time the House
failed to adjourn during the last Gov-
ernment shutdown, Members on this
side of the aisle were not notified
ahead of time as to the Speaker’s in-
tentions regarding the length of the re-
cesses called as a result. Regarding the
length of recesses called, we would
hope some Democratic Members who at
that time ended up remaining in their
offices throughout the weekend be-
cause they had not been assured in ad-
vance of notice as to when the House
could come back into session would be
informed, given perhaps as much as 2
days’ notice as to when we may be
called back into session. I wonder if the
Chair or the majority leader could as-
sure Members on both sides of the aisle
that sufficient notice will be given so
that we can avoid that kind of problem
in the future.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair believes this is a privileged mo-
tion, the Chair believes that adequate
notice will be given, and the Chair will
defer to the majority leader in response
to the parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, if I might
respond to the gentleman from Califor-
nia, let me assure the gentleman from
California that Members would be
given ample notice before we would re-
convene the body. We obviously take
this measure in order for Members to
be with their families later today, and
tomorrow, and Sunday, insofar as it is
possible to do that. Should work
present itself that would be compelling
enough for us to interrupt that time
with their families, we will first notify
the Members in ample time for them to
return, and then second, of course, con-
vene to take up that work.
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