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paying off liberal interest groups. Plus
he is being dragged down by members
of his own Cabinet.

Currently Secretary O’Leary in the
Department of Energy is falling under
fire. It started out with GAO reports as
early as the first part of this year when
they reported that she had a ‘““mission
a minute,” quote-unquote, a mission a
minute, that there were very large
management problems within the De-
partment. Then Vice President Gore’s
National Performance Review came
out, which said that portions of the De-
partment of Energy, like of the envi-
ronmental management portion, was
40-percent inefficient, and it could cost
taxpayers $70 billion over the next 30
years.

Then we started to see travel prob-
lems, with the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Energy having the highest
travel budget per trip of anyone inside
the President’s Cabinet, staying at
four-star hotels, traveling first class,
taking along large staffs for her domes-
tic travel. But that was all based on
her current responsibilities in the De-
partment of Energy, which are all do-
mestic.

Then we started to hear about the
international trips. Secretary O’Leary
has taken 16 international trips, taking
along as many as 50 staff members, as
many as 68 guests, often CEO’s who do
not pay their portion of the travels.
One trip cost $720,000. With 16 of them,
it is in the millions of dollars, the costs
of this. Often she travels on the same
plane as Madonna leases. So the mate-
rial girl of Clinton’s Cabinet is spend-
ing unwisely taxpayer dollars in these
travels.

She hires photographers and video
crews to come along, because she wants
to be caught at her best. She is very
worried about the public image she is
presenting and has been quoted as try-
ing to bring the second term of the
President’s campaign, the ideals of it,
to the forefront now.

In the zeal to project a good public
image, Secretary O’Leary has hired a
personal media consultant at a cost of
$75,000 per year to the taxpayers. She
also employs inside the Department of
Energy more than 520 public relations
employees at a payroll of over $25 mil-
lion per year. She has even hired a pri-
vate investigative firm to investigate
reporters and Congressmen who are
tarnishing her favorable image. She
has developed a list of unfavorables.

Well, it is going to be hard to hit the
budget target, especially when you are
unable to control spending like this.
This is excessive, it is unnecessary, and
it iIs a waste. We are so concerned
about the poor, and yet we allow first-
class travel within members of the
Cabinet overseas, on the same airplane
that is leased by Madonna. That is not
the lifestyle that is projected by the
administration when they are trying to
speak for the poor. It is quite the oppo-
site.

So, Mr. Speaker, | would encourage
President Clinton to ask for the res-
ignation of Secretary O’Leary. | would
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urge him to get back into some honest
negotiations on the Federal budget, so
that we can enjoy Christmas as a gov-
ernment, get everyone back to work,
and also preserve a future for our chil-
dren, strengthen our economy, and just
plain do the right thing. Balancing the
budget is the right thing to do.

PRESIDENT RIGHT TO STAND
FIRM ON BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Connecticut [Ms.
DELAURO] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, let me
just comment on one thing that the
prior speaker mentioned at the begin-
ning of his remarks, and that was that
the President was holding out, was
hanging tough, whatever phrase you
want to use, on the budget, because of
the people that he cares about, or the
interests that he cares about.

I have got to tell you | am very proud
of the President and his holding firm
on this budget, because of in fact who
he is holding out for, and that is for the
folks who are on Medicare, those elder-
ly who are in nursing homes, that get
their health care paid for through ei-
ther in whole or in part by Medicaid,
by concerning himself with the envi-
ronment, and by concerning himself
with the working families of this coun-
try.

By the same token, Speaker GING-
RICH is trying to hold the President
hostage on this budget because of the
special interests that he has, and | will
match the President’s commitment to
the working people of this country
with Mr. GINGRICH holding out for
those special interests, those who are
going to get the benefits of $245 billion
in tax breaks, those richest of Amer-
ican corporations who are going to see
a $17 billion windfall with the repeal of
the alternate minimum tax.

Last month Speaker GINGRICH shut
the Government down. He shut it down,
and, in his own words, he shut it down
because he did not like his seat on Air
Force One. Now he is at it again. This
time the Speaker has shut the Govern-
ment down because he is not getting
his way on the budget, even though the
overwhelming number of Americans re-
ject Speaker GINGRICH’s budget, and |
might add, that 60 percent of the Amer-
ican public wanted President Clinton
to veto the Gingrich budget because of
the issues of Medicare, Medicaid, edu-
cation, and the environment.

The Speaker is not getting his way
on this budget. He would like to cut
Medicare, Medicaid, education, and the
environment, all to help finance that
tax break for the wealthiest Ameri-
cans. Those may be the Speaker’s pri-
orities, but in fact they are not Ameri-
ca’s priorities. But instead of listening
of the American people and fixing this
unbalanced budget, the Speaker has
chosen to shut the Government down
for the second time in a month. His de-
cision to shut the Government down
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has thrown more than 200,000 people
out of work 1 week before the Christ-
mas holidays.

Yesterday my colleague from Vir-
ginia, Mr. MORAN, was on the floor, and
he put the Government shutdown into
human terms that | think everyone
who is listening can understand. He
said he visited a school in his suburban
Washington district where the teachers
told him that the children are not en-
joying Christmas this year as they
have in the past. Why? Because many
of their parents are Federal employees
who are out of work today, people who
want to go to work, people who take on
personal responsibility for themselves
and their families. They are out of
work today, thanks to Speaker GING-
RICH. Their parents are fighting more,
worried that they will not get paid, and
afraid to spend money on the Christ-
mas holiday gifts.

We should not be surprised that
Speaker GINGRICH is willing to go to
such extreme lengths to get his way if
you take a look at what the Speaker
said in September about shutting the
Government down. This is a quote from
the Washington Post on September 22.
It says, “‘I don’t care what the price is.
I don’t care if we have no executive of-
fices and no bonds for 30 days—not at
this time. | don’t care what the price
is.”
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Quite honestly, that sums up the phi-
losophy of the Speaker. It explains why
he is willing to shut down the Govern-
ment and ruin the holidays for thou-
sands of hard-working families in this
country.

This is someone who talks about a
budget that is good for our children.
What happens to these youngsters who
are watching their parents worry about
their jobs and what they are going to
be able to do in the future? It explains
why Speaker GINGRICH’S budget cuts
health care for the elderly and the poor
while providing massive tax breaks for
the wealthiest people and corporations
in this country.

Believe it or not, this is the same
man who last week was named Times
““Man of the Year,” leaving America to
wonder who was the runner up, Ebene-
zer Scrooge?

BALANCING THE BUDGET IS A
MILESTONE FOR AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. FOLEY] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, to respond
for a moment to the prior speaker, it is
not about ruining the holidays for Fed-
eral Government employees, it is about
restoring faith in America. It is about
people coming to Washington and hon-
oring their commitment to balance the
budget.

It is interesting when we have votes
on the board whether Democrats and
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