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have imposed on the employers of this
country for many, many years. Many
of the Congressmen are having trouble
coping with them and have not even
begun to understand the implications
of what we passed.

Both Houses have passed versions of
a line-item veto for the President.

Both Houses passed legislation to in-
crease penalties for child pornography.
This has been signed into law.

Both Houses have passed new gift
rules for Members of Congress and
staff.

Both Houses have passed and signed
into law a bill restricting unfunded
mandates that we place on States—one
of our most important and best pieces
of legislation.

Both Houses of Congress have passed
welfare reform, ending a destructive 30
year entitlement program, and replac-
ing it with assistance that requires
personal responsibility and work. Re-
grettably, the President vetoed the
bill. He said he wanted welfare reform,
and when we gave it to him he vetoed
it.

The Congress passed legislation to
provide a tax credit for families with
children. The Congress voted to repeal
the Clinton tax increase on Social Se-
curity. But, again, the President ve-
toed both of them.

The President also vetoed legislation
that would balance the budget in 7
years. In fact, the President had to be
forced after months—and three budg-
ets, to finally produce a budget that
was balanced using honest numbers.

Mr. President, the first session of the
104th Congress was an active one—in
which many important issues were ad-
dressed. I think the American people
can be pleased with the job the Repub-
lican Congress has done.

Certainly, it has kept its promises—
more than any other Congress in my
recent memory.

Even the President seems to have
picked up on the message of the Repub-
lican Congress. In his State of the
Union, he said ‘‘the era of big govern-
ment was over.’’ And we will make it
over quicker, if he will stop vetoing the
legislation that we pass.

No longer are we talking about start-
ing new Government programs, like
health care, but we are talking about
getting our fiscal house in order for the
future and stability of this country.

In the second session, there are a
number of items I think we must tack-
le.

We need to take up regulatory re-
form. Compliance with these regula-
tions is costly. It is destructive and
time consuming. Regulatory reform
legislation would impose a cost benefit
analyses for regulations with an an-
nual cost of $50 million.

The Senate also needs to vote on
term limits as soon as possible. I am an
original cosponsor of legislation to
limit Senators to two terms.

Finally, Mr. President, we need to
take up the constitutional amendment
to balance the budget. Probably no

issue is more important to our country
than this one. We are nearly $5 trillion
in debt, and it will have to be increased
right away. It is long past time that we
pass the balanced budget amendment.

Every year Americans work longer
and harder just to pay their Federal
taxes, and every year more and more of
that money is being used to pay the in-
terest on the debt. The debt grows, and
the amount necessary to service it
grows with it. We are truly imposing a
massive financial burden on our chil-
dren and progeny yet unborn. It is
wrong, and it is our responsibility to
stop it.

In the Senate we fell only one vote
short of passing a balanced budget
amendment. I hope the majority leader
will bring this issue back before the
Senate before we adjourn, and I cer-
tainly hope that one of the Senators
could be persuaded to change his view
on this critical issue. It would mean
more to the future and stability of this
country than anything I can think of
at this time.
f

STATEMENT HONORING THE
OLLISON’S FOR CELEBRATING
THEIR 50TH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY
Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, these

are trying times for the family in
America. Unfortunately, too many bro-
ken homes have become part of our na-
tional culture. It is tragic that nearly
half of all couples married today will
see their union dissolve into divorce.
The effects of divorce on families and
particularly the children of broken
families are devastating. In such an
era, I believe it is both instructive and
important to honor those who have
taken the commitment of ‘‘til death us
do part’’ seriously and have success-
fully demonstrated the timeless prin-
ciples of love, honor, and fidelity, to
build a strong family. These qualities
make our country strong.

For these important reasons, I rise
today to honor Raymond and Charlene
Ollison who on February 2 are celebrat-
ing their 50th wedding anniversary and
will renew their wedding vows. My
wife, Janet, and I look forward to the
day we can celebrate a similar mile-
stone. Raymond and Charlene’s com-
mitment to the principles and values of
their marriage deserves to be saluted
and recognized. I wish them and their
family all the best as they celebrate
this substantial marker on their jour-
ney together.
f

CURBING YOUTH ACCESS TO
TOBACCO PRODUCTS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President,
after 21⁄2 years of inexplicable delay, on
January 19, 1996, the Department of
Health and Human Services [HHS] is-
sued final regulations concerning to-
bacco sales to minors for the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration [SAMHSA].

These SAMHSA regulations imple-
ment the Alcohol, Drug and Mental

Health Block Grants [ADAMHA] Reau-
thorization Act of 1992, which required
States to prohibit the sale and dis-
tribution of tobacco products to mi-
nors, take steps to enforce that prohi-
bition and report annually to HHS, or
lose Federal substance abuse block
grants. While HHS dallied over the
final SAMSHA regulations, the Food
and Drug Administration—itself an
arm of HHS—proposed a highly intru-
sive new set of regulations governing
tobacco sales, distribution, labeling,
advertising, and marketing.

I support the approach taken by the
SAMSHA regulations. As Congress spe-
cifically required in the ADAMHA Re-
authorization Act, the SAMSHA regu-
lations give States the maximum de-
gree of flexibility while ensuring that
States do in fact take strong steps to
stop the sale of tobacco products to mi-
nors. The SAMSHA regulations will ac-
complish the same goal that FDA pro-
fesses to want—reducing the use of to-
bacco by minors—in a shorter time for
less money and with much less Govern-
ment interference.

The Kentucky General Assembly
passed legislation in 1994 to address
ADAMHA compliance. As an example,
the State Department of Agriculture,
with assistance from local law enforce-
ment officials, must conduct random,
unannounced inspections. Persons
under the age of 18 may be enlisted to
test compliance, provided that parental
consent has been given. Kentucky has
also established sign requirements, li-
cense requirements, and vending ma-
chine restrictions.

Mr. President, I represent 60,000 hard-
working tobacco farm families and
thousands of hard-working individuals
who are involved in the manufacturing
and retail of tobacco products. Under
the SAMSHA regulations, tobacco
growers and others involved in the to-
bacco industry can rest assured that
they will not be subjected to excessive
government interference. States where
tobacco is grown will be free to craft
laws that take into account the needs
and interests of tobacco growers. To-
bacco growers will not be treated as
the enemy. On the other hand, FDA’s
proposed regulations would treat nico-
tine as an addictive drug and position
the FDA to march on every tobacco
farm in the United States. FDA’s pro-
posal is unacceptable.

Tobacco already is one of the most
heavily regulated products in the Unit-
ed States. More than a dozen Federal
agencies have jurisdiction over some
aspect of tobacco production, sales, or
advertising. In light of this fact, Con-
gress authorized SAMSHA not to im-
posed sweeping Federal tobacco regula-
tions, but instead to encourage States
to prevent youth access to tobacco.

Mr. President, I strongly believe that
minors should not use or purchase to-
bacco products. I also believe the most
effective way to prevent minors from
using or purchasing tobacco products
lies in the strict enforcement of laws
already in effect in each of the 50
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