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children and grandchildren. In truth, the fu-
ture will be assured for some children and
grandchildren—those whose parents and
grandparents are members of Congress or
otherwise comfortably fixed. Far greater
numbers will be cast adrift in the new cen-
tury.∑
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HONORING LINDA D. WILLIAMS
FOR 25 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
MARYLAND’S SENATORS

∑ Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to a dedicated
Senate employee who, on February 1,
1996, will celebrate her 25th year of
service to Maryland’s Senators. Linda
D. Williams started her career with my
distinguished predecessor and friend,
Senator Charles McC. Mathias in 1971.
She served his office with distinction
and enthusiasm for 15 years. While
working for Senator Mathias, she
helped bring his office into the high
technology era of computers.

When I came to the Senate in 1987, I
asked Linda to be my systems adminis-
trator, and she has not missed a beat.
Gone are the days of carbon copies and
in are the days of high-speed comput-
ers, sophisticated software, and the
Internet. I have relied on Linda Wil-
liams to guide me through this maze of
technology, so that I might use it to
better serve the people of Maryland. I
can say with a great deal of pride and
happiness that Linda has helped me
make the most of these opportunities.
Even more important, she has helped
the people of Maryland in the process.

With her help, I was one of the first
Senators to have a world wide web
page. Now, my staff and I navigate the
NET with abandon, and my constitu-
ents navigate their way to my office
online. This exciting technology will
help open our democracy to more and
more people. I was lucky to have Linda
Williams here to see the process
through.

Mr. President, I have a great deal of
respect for people who have a sense of
duty, for people who want to help
themselves. I admire people who take
on a task, make it their own, and see it
through to the end. Many of these suc-
cessful people live and work in Mary-
land. They are teaching in our schools,
nursing our veterans, exploring space,
and finding the cures for disease. I’m
proud that one of these people is in my
own office. I salute Linda Williams for
her dedication, and I look forward to
her next 25 years serving Maryland’s
Senators.∑
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ON THE FORTY-EIGHTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SRI LANKA’S INDE-
PENDENCE

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to bring some thought and

consideration to the 48th anniversary
of Sri Lanka’s independence from colo-
nial rule.

Sri Lanka, which had been domi-
nated by Portuguese, Dutch, and, of
course, one and a half centuries of Brit-
ish rule, has emerged in the final dec-
ades of this century as a nation firmly
committed to democracy and the rule
of law.

The last few years have brought tre-
mendous gains for democracy and free-
dom throughout the world, and while
we applaud the successes in Eastern
Europe and the former Soviet Union,
we should not overlook the progress
this island of some 17 million citizens
has made on its own.

Since 1982, when J.R. Jayewardene
was elected the first post-colonial
president, Sri Lanka has held regular
national elections notable for their
peaceful transitions of power between
its two major political parties: the
United National Party [UNP] and the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party [SLFP], or
coalitions led by them.

Sri Lanka’s third presidential elec-
tion was held on November 9, 1994 with
former Prime Minister Chandrika
Kumaratunga winning with 62 percent
of the vote. Voter turn-out was an im-
pressive 70.5 percent. The most recent
parliamentary elections were held in
Sri Lanka on August 16, 1994, with the
UNP and the SLFP winning a roughly
equal number of seats.

President Kumaratunga intends to
continue with wide-ranging, significant
economic reforms that are moving Sri
Lanka away from state controls and
subsidies to a more decentralized, mar-
ket-oriented system. This has allowed
Sri Lanka to maintain a significant 5
percent average annual growth rate
throughout the last decade.

Sri Lanka has also proven its com-
mitment to providing for the basic
human needs of its people. Since inde-
pendence, successive Sri Lankan Gov-
ernments have maintained a policy of
free education from the primary level
through the university level. The lit-
eracy rate, for both men and women
alike, is an impressive 90 percent. The
Sri Lankan Government also provides
an extensive program of free health
care, which includes child immuniza-
tion. Sri Lanka boasts an average life
expectancy of 70 years and an infant
mortality rate of 19/1000 which is high-
ly remarkable for this region of the
world.

The United States has ties with Sri
Lanka dating back to the nineteenth
century, ties that have greatly
strengthened since Sri Lanka’s inde-
pendence. We are now Sri Lanka’s big-
gest trading partner with our annual
bilateral trade standing at $1.4 billion.

We also maintain ties to Sri Lanka
through bilateral educational, informa-
tion and cultural programs. The United
States has a continuing, active Peace
Corps Volunteer Program there, and
has operated a Voice of America Sta-
tion in Sri Lanka for more than 40
years.

Unfortunately, Sri Lanka continues
to experience the tragedies of political
violence, resulting primarily from the
Tamil insurgency in the North and, to
a lesser extent, from a mainly Sin-
halese group in the South. The news we
hear about Sri Lanka here in the Unit-
ed States all too often focuses only on
these ongoing conflicts, which have
brought death and suffering to Sri
Lanka for over 10 years.

It is my hope that Sri Lanka will one
day resolve its internal disputes and
that peace will return to this nation
which has demonstrated such an im-
pressive commitment to democracy.
President Kumaratunga has expressed
her intention to seek a political solu-
tion to the ethnic conflicts and has an-
nounced a set of proposals aimed at de-
volving power to the regions. She has
also reiterated her pledge to address
minority grievances through dialog
and negotiation.

On the 48th anniversary of Sri
Lanka’s independence, I would like to
express my support to President
Kumaratunga as she works to deter-
mine a lasting solution to the ethnic
conflicts in Sri Lanka. I share her hope
that peace, reconciliation, and a sys-
tem of nonviolent negotiation between
all parties will soon prevail for the peo-
ple of Sri Lanka.∑
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in adjournment until 12 noon, Friday,
January 26, 1996.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 4:15 p.m.,
adjourned until Friday, January 26,
1996, at 12 noon.
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NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate January 25, 1996:

THE JUDICIARY

RICHARD A. PAEZ, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE U.S. CIRCUIT
JUDGE FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT, VICE CECIL F. POOLE,
RESIGNED.

HARRY S TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

ELMER B. STAATS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO
BE A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
HARRY S TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION FOR A
TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 10, 2001. (REAPPOINTMENT)


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-16T11:18:24-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




