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‘‘United’’ back in the United States, then 
let’s do all we can to expand the pie and pro-
vide economic opportunity for all, instead of 
letting the nation fragment into two sepa-
rate and unequal factions of haves and have- 
nots. 

We will only make things worse by pur-
suing nostrums and illusions—whether they 
take the form of social reaction, or the new 
deception of the flat tax. The flat tax is a 
cynical response to the income gap—offering 
but perhaps not even delivering a small tax 
cut as the only raise most workers will get— 
while surely providing a shameful windfall 
for those who already have the most. The 
Forbes flat tax gives new meaning to Frank-
lin Roosevelt’s indictment of the Repub-
licans as the party of the privileged. The 
only family value the Forbes flat tax would 
enhance is the net worth of the Forbes 400. 

We are coming to the close of what has 
been called the ‘‘American Century.’’ It has 
been an extraordinary era in which we have 
conquered imperialism, fascism, and com-
munism abroad. We have wrestled with rac-
ism, sexism, poverty, depression, crime and 
other enemies within. We have struggled, 
often imperfectly, yet with great success, to 
build a fairer and freer society. And we have 
wisely used some of our resources to help 
other nations achieve and protect their own 
democratic ideals. The danger is that the 
achievements and the vision that made this 
possible are fading too quickly into the for-
getfulness of history, and that we are becom-
ing a nation fragmented between rich and 
poor, its values diminishing as its standard 
of living is devalued. 

We can and must end the income gap in 
America. It will require a new Progressive 
Era which will come, just as the first one 
did, just after the forces of reaction think 
they have achieved their dominance. We can 
and must restore true progress in America. 
That is our duty as progressives. That is the 
defining mission of the Democratic Party. 
And in my view, that is the only way we can 
win—and the only way we will deserve to 
win—in 1996.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED FED-
ERAL EMPLOYEES ON THE OCCA-
SION OF ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate the National As-
sociation of Retired Federal Employees 
on its 75 years of service to our public 
servants and our communities. 

NARFE has protected the rights and 
retirement benefits of Federal employ-
ees and their widows now for three 
quarters of a century. In that cause 
they have grown from 14 members to 
an organization of half a million mem-
bers with 53 State federations and more 
than 1,740 active local chapters in the 
United States, Puerto Rico, Panama, 
the Philippines, and Guam. 

In my own State of Michigan, the 
city of Dearborn is home to area chap-
ter 1515, with 975 members of NARFE. 
These fine people contribute to the 
community, not only by fulfilling their 
official duties, but through their many 
acts of good citizenship, charity, and 
public-spirited voluntaism. 

In recognition of the National Asso-
ciation of Retired Federal Employees’ 
service to its members, to the public at 
large, and to the many communities in 
which its members live and participate 
in public life, I would invite my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Feb-
ruary 19, 1996, NARFE’s 75th anniver-

sary, as National Association of Re-
tired Federal Employees Day.∑ 

f 

THE 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
OF JOE AND EILEEN COATAR 

∑ Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor Joseph and 
Eileen Coatar, two long-time constitu-
ents of mine, who celebrated the truly 
momentous event on February 2, 1996— 
their golden wedding anniversary. 
Their 50 years of marriage, a dem-
onstration of their strong commitment 
to each other and their seven children, 
can serve as an example to us all. 

Joe Coatar and Eileen Prendergast 
grew up in warm, close-knit families, 
who lived in adjoining parishes on the 
South Side of Chicago. They began dat-
ing in high school: Eileen attended 
Mercy High School, while Joe went to 
Tilden Technical High School, where 
he is a member of the alumni hall of 
fame. His athletic prowess earned him 
all-city honors for football in 1937. He 
then attended Notre Dame on football 
and baseball scholarships, well before 
the Bo Jackson era. Eileen was his No. 
1 fan. Joe left school in 1940 to play left 
field for the Chicago White Sox. He was 
then called to serve our country in the 
U.S. Army from 1943 to 1945, then re-
turned to Chicago to marry Eileen, the 
girl next door, on February 2, 1946, in 
St. Martin’s Church in Chicago. They 
have seven loving children: Mary Jane, 
Bernadette, Joan, Joseph, Eileen, Den-
nis, and Genevieve. They also have 15 
treasured grandchildren. 

Joe served his city as a Chicago po-
lice officer immediately after his mili-
tary service. He then did management 
consulting work for a number of firms, 
and finished his career with a 12-year 
stint at Blue Cross/Blue Shield. He was 
also civic-minded, somehow finding 
time to serve two terms as Park Forest 
South Village trustee, one term as a 
Monee Township trustee, and 20 years 
as a Democratic precinct committee-
man for Will County. 

In 1972, after raising seven children, 
Eileen continued her motherly role 
working with students at Marian 
Catholic High School in Chicago 
Heights. She continues to work there, 
at the age of 78, and will soon be in-
ducted into their alumni hall of fame 
in recognition of her long-time dedica-
tion to Marian’s students. She served 
as president of the Mothers’ Club 
twice, and volunteered in the library, 
before becoming a well-loved member 
of the cafeteria staff almost 25 years 
ago. 

Joe and Eileen renewed their vows at 
their parish church in Flossmoor, In-
fant Jesus of Prague, this Saturday, 
surrounded by friends and family. We 
talk a lot about family values here in 
Washington. Joe and Eileen don’t just 
talk the talk, they walk the walk. 
Their lives epitomize the values that 
make this country such a special place. 
I congratulate the Coatars on their 
50th anniversary, and I wish them 
many more years of happiness to-
gether.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO PETER 
WOJCIECHOWSKI 

∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I want to 
take this opportunity to recognize 
Peter Wojciechowski, from Anoka, MN 
for his dedication and service as presi-
dent of the Minnesota Rural Electric 
Association over the past 10 years. 

Peter has been a pillar of the commu-
nity. As the long-time owner of Thur-
ston’s Furniture in Anoka, to his serv-
ice on a variety of civic boards, includ-
ing the Anoka County library board 
and the Ham Lake Planning Commis-
sion, Peter has been a model Minnesota 
citizen. However, it is his work on be-
half of Minnesota’s electric coopera-
tives which I would like to recognize 
today. 

This month, Peter completes his 
term as president of the Minnesota 
Rural Electric Association, which rep-
resents 54 member-owned electric co-
operatives in Minnesota. During his 
tenure, Minnesota’s electric coopera-
tives led the Nation in creating jobs in 
rural areas. Under Peter’s stewardship, 
electric co-ops have met the unserved 
needs of its rural members in tele-
communications, water and waste 
water infrastructure and other services 
not readily available in the far reaches 
of greater Minnesota. 

Peter also represents Minnesota as a 
national director on the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
and serves on the International Foun-
dation Board which assists developing 
countries in establishing electric co-
operatives. 

I want to commend Peter for his ef-
forts and for the leadership he provided 
over the past 10 years on behalf of Min-
nesota’s electric cooperatives. His con-
tributions toward ensuring that the 
lights of rural Minnesota, rural Amer-
ica, and rural areas throughout the 
world burn bright are truly commend-
able and worthy of recognition. 

Mr. President, it is a privilege for me 
to insert Peter’s accomplishments here 
on the floor of the U.S. Senate.∑ 

f 

UPPER GREAT PLAINS TRANSPOR-
TATION INSTITUTE AT NDSU 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
rise to commend the work of North Da-
kota State University’s Upper Great 
Plains Transportation Institute. The 
institute is a great asset to North Da-
kota and other States in the sur-
rounding region and an invaluable re-
source and leader in transportation re-
search. 

In early January the Transportation 
Research Board of the National Re-
search Council held its 75th annual 
meeting in Washington. This meeting 
brought together more than 3,000 par-
ticipants from Federal and State Gov-
ernments, universities, and the private 
sector. The participants discussed sci-
entific, engineering, and technological 
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