February 27, 1996

Only a few months ago | had the
privilege of greeting the elected presi-
dent of a free democracy and that is
South Africa, President Nelson
Mandela. If it were not for this Con-
gress, we would not have been able to
do this. | strongly supported the eco-
nomic embargo against the military
thugs who terrorized the nation of
Haiti. Today Haiti is making strides
and moving toward democracy. And |
have had the privilege to greet the
democratically elected President of
Haiti.

Mr. Speaker, the time has come that
we take strong and decisive action
against Fidel Castro’s Cuba. | repeat, it
is time that we take strong action. |
am not an expert in foreign affairs. |
cannot tell this Government what to
do. But | am making a plea for strong
action against Castro’s Cuba.

It is always difficult, Mr. Speaker, |
think, for Americans to truly under-
stand in a personal way the suffering of
people in other countries. But I am
from Miami, Mr. Speaker, which is
only 90 miles from Castro’s Cuba. The
brutality of the situation in Cuba is
something we live with every day. We
see what happens with the Cuban peo-
ple when atrocities are perpetrated
against their families who are in Cuba.
I do not think anyone that hears my
voice would want this to happen to any
of their families.

So many of our constituents have
fled from Castro’s prisons. So many of
our constituents still have relatives,
mothers and fathers, brothers and sis-
ters. | am asking this Congress to take
that into consideration, to think this
might be members of their families un-
dergoing hardship and oppression.

So many of my constituents have left
everything they worked for. Whatever
they had in Cuba, they do not have
anymore. So it is important that we
understand that, Mr. Speaker. Just as
we helped the people of South Africa
and the people of Haiti, we must now
help the people of Cuba in the time of
their greatest need and in the hour of
their greatest hope.

There are those who say that we
should invest in Cuba and keep closer
ties. This is certainly an option but I
do not believe it would be effective. |
do not think it will work. Foreign in-
vestments in Cuba are used to prop up
Castro, not improve the lives of the
Cuban people. Castro is desperate, as |
perceive it, and | get all my informa-
tion from people in my district. He is
very desperate for foreign currency and
he will say and do almost anything to
get it. He needs that money. But we do
not forget that there is no meaningful
economic freedom in Cuba.

Workers are prevented from organiz-
ing labor unions, a basic economic
right we have taken for granted. In
fact, under Cuban labor laws employees
are actually assigned by the govern-
ment, not hired by employers. And for-
eign trade is a monopoly reserved for
the privileged friends of the regime.

I could go on and on, Mr. Speaker,
telling you the way | feel and the way
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my constituents feel back in Miami.
How can we talk about investing in a
regime where workers cannot organize,
where employees and workers are ex-
ploited and people are still imprisoned
for speaking their minds.

We believe very strongly in the free-
dom of speech here in this country be-
cause we have a democracy. If it is a
Communist regime, we cannot control
it. Therefore, we must work hard to
make Cuba into a democracy.

We have been successful with that,
Mr. Speaker, all over the world. So we
must not break our record with Cuba.
He is clinging to power. | think Cas-
tro’s government is in its death throes,
but it is going to need the help of the
United States. The Cuban Liberty and
Democracy Solidarity Act of 1995
would tighten this embargo against
Castro as we did against the corrupt
governments of South Africa and Haiti.
I believe it will greatly hasten the fall
of Castro’s dictatorship.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to the
time in the near future when | can
greet here in this Capitol the demo-
cratically elected President of a free
Cuba as | have greeted others, as | have
the democratically elected President of
a free South Africa and a free Haiti.
They all are in the same situation, gov-
erned by a dictator. | strongly urge my
colleagues to throw their strength be-
hind the Helms-Burton bill. 1 do not
care who developed this bill, Mr.
Speaker. | do not care about the argu-
ment either in parties or wherever,
whether this is a bipartisan issue or
not. But | am saying, everyone who has
any sense of humanitarian work should
appeal and do whatever they can to
help Cuba. So | urge Members to sup-
port Cuba. It will someday be free,
democratically.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. SMITH] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SMITH of Michigan addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. Diaz-
BALART] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, |
want to thank from the bottom of my
heart Congresswoman MEEK and, of
course, Congresswoman ROS-LEHTINEN.
I heard also earlier today Congressman
MENENDEZ and Congressman Goss and
perhaps | missed others, but | want to
thank them all for their concern on
this, about this horrible tragedy that
occurred on Saturday. There is so
much to say. | really think it is impor-
tant to put it in perspective.

This is connected, this horrible crime
by Castro, is connected to a crackdown
that he began on the 15th of February
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against the internal opposition in
Cuba. Over 130 of the dissident groups
in Cuba had announced that they were
going to meet on February 24th, this
last Saturday, peacefully, and seek
ways to achieve a democratic transi-
tion. They even asked Castro for per-
mission. The answer came in by way of
a massive crackdown.

The elected leaders of the opposition
and most of the delegates who were al-
ready on their way for the February 24
meeting were arrested. The chairman,
the national chairman of this group
called the Cuban Council, was arrested
and summarily sentenced to a prison
term, as was the vice chairman. An-
other vice chairman, a lady, was ar-
rested and taken to a hospital for sur-
gery that the regime called necessary
surgery. No one has heard yet from her
since. And as | mentioned, the chair-
man, Leonel Molejon Almagro was sen-
tenced to a prison term. His mother
was able to see him once. He was ar-
rested on the 15th of February. She
says she fears that he is receiving elec-
troshock torture. And Castro wanted to
send a very strong message, spine
chilling message to the Cuban people,
and he did so on Saturday by murder-
ing Americans who are in unarmed air-
planes in international waters on the
high seas.

Why did he do that? The message is
clear that Castro is sending to the
Cuban people. He is saying, if | can kill
Americans in international waters
with impunity, imagine what | can do
to you, the Cuban people. That is the
message that he is sending. Every once
in awhile Castro needs a dose of blood
to scare, terrorize the Cuban people
and maintain his totalitarian grip.
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But what we have to ask ourselves is
to what extent are we going to permit
and until when are we going to permit
Castro to act with impunity. Mark my
words, Mr. Speaker, if President Clin-
ton does not make it clear to Castro
that any further attempts at black-
mailing the United States will be met
inevitably with a total blockade of
Cuba, including oil shipments, mark
my word we will see in the next hours
another attempt by Castro to black-
mail President Clinton.

Mr. Speaker, Castro’s crimes against
humanity began at the very beginning
of his regime in 1959 with show trials
that seemed, that recalled, the spec-
tacles of the Roman Coliseum, and the
crimes continue to this day. In addi-
tion to the drug trafficking and the
money laundering and counterfeiting
and all the crimes that Castro is en-
gaged in, there are additional crimes
Mr. Speaker, that clearly qualified as
crimes against humanity.

Today | received a message from one
opponent within Cuba who is not under
arrest at this time, and his suggestion
is that we, the United States Govern-
ment, support the indictment of Castro
as a war criminal; in other words, for
crimes against humanity in the Inter-
national Court of Justice in the Hague.
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