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For the past 2 years, I have joined 

with Senator DOMENICI and several of 
our other colleagues in introducing the 
previous character counts bills, and I 
have been very pleased with its recep-
tion by our colleagues and our con-
stituents. 

We have come together again this 
year to draw attention to the fact that 
our Nation is experiencing a crisis of 
values. This crisis is reflected in the 
rising tide of violence that kills chil-
dren in the cross-fire on school yards 
and in front of their houses, and in the 
increasing number of children who kill 
each other. 

This crisis goes beyond crime. It is 
reflected, also, in the recent survey of 
youngsters conducted by the Josephson 
Institute of Ethics. These ordinary 
youngsters may never be involved in 
crime, drug abuse, or teenage preg-
nancy, but they still acknowledge dis-
turbing ethical lapses; 

Two out of five high school age boys 
and one in four girls have stolen some-
thing from a store. 

Nearly two-thirds of all high school 
students and one-third of all college 
students had cheated on an exam. 

More than one-third of males and 
one-fifth of females aged 19–24 said 
they would lie to get a job and nearly 
one-fifth of college students had al-
ready done so in the last year. Twenty- 
one percent said they would falsify a 
report to keep a job. 

As a character in John Steinbeck’s 
novel ‘‘Of Mice and Men’’ complained, 
‘‘Nothing is wrong anymore.’’ Unfortu-
nately, a lot is wrong and our society 
seems reluctant to admit the problem, 
and to teach again and live by the val-
ues of right and wrong. 

This is the core message of character 
counts—that there are core values that 
our society agrees on and that should 
guide our decisionmaking. These val-
ues, as set out in the resolution, are 
trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship. 
These values are and have been sup-
ported by an extremely broad and di-
verse coalition of people, including 
former Secretary of Education Bill 
Bennett, the late Barbara Jordan, 
actor-producer Tom Selleck, and Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund founder Marian 
Wright Edelman. Among our col-
leagues, Senators with such diverse po-
litical viewpoints as Senator HELMS 
and Senator BOXER have supported 
similar efforts in the past. I come be-
fore the Senate today on behalf of this 
group to urge continued attention to 
this important problem. 

In recent months, I have joined with 
my colleague Senator LIEBERMAN and 
Secretary Bennett in an effort to raise 
awareness of the connection between 
what people see in the media and the 
way they live their lives. One of the 
points we have tried to stress to media 
producers and the advertisers who sup-
port these shows is that they have a re-
sponsibility to consider the societal 
context in which their programs play. 
It is difficult for our children to see 

trash and violence on television every 
day and avoid falling into those habits 
in their own lives. By the same token, 
we as citizens have a responsibility to 
provide an example of good character 
for our children to follow. If they see 
us upholding the pillars of good char-
acter in our everyday lives, it becomes 
easier for them to live that way. 

This is a resolution considered by 
members of the Senate and House in 
Washington, DC. But it is the parents, 
teachers, coaches, ministers, big broth-
ers and sisters in local communities 
who will lead the fight for values in our 
Nation. As a result of the efforts by the 
Character Counts Coalition, people in 
all areas of the country are more aware 
of the problems we face, and have 
begun to incorporate these values into 
their everyday lives and those of their 
children. Senator DOMENICI has out-
lined some of these efforts. We resub-
mit this resolution to remind the Sen-
ate that the work on this issue is far 
from over, and again to enlist our col-
leagues’ support in reenforcing that 
these values are fundamental to our so-
ciety. I am proud to join my col-
leagues, especially Senator DOMENICI, 
in this effort once again, and I urge the 
Senate to support this resolution. 

f 

HONORING THE BERQUISTS FOR 
CELEBRATING THEIR 60TH WED-
DING ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, these 
are trying times for the family in 
America. Unfortunately, too many bro-
ken homes have become part of our na-
tional culture. It is tragic that nearly 
half of all couples married today will 
see their union dissolve into divorce. 
The effects of divorce on families and 
particularly the children of broken 
families are devastating. In such an 
era, I believe it is both instructive and 
important to honor those who have 
taken the commitment of ‘‘til death us 
do part’’ seriously and have success-
fully demonstrated the timeless prin-
ciples of love, honor, and fidelity, to 
build a strong family. These qualities 
make our country strong. 

For these important reasons, I rise 
today to honor the Reverend and Mrs. 
Ernie Berquist of Springfield, MO, who 
on February 28 celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary. My wife, Janet, 
and I look forward to the day we can 
celebrate a similar milestone. The 
Berquists commitment to the prin-
ciples and values of their marriage de-
serves to be saluted and recognized. I 
wish them and their family all the best 
as they celebrate this substantial 
marker on their journey together. 

f 

UNITED NATIONS SANCTIONS 
AGAINST IRAQ 

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, I 
rise today to express my concern over 
ongoing discussions in New York be-
tween Iraqi representatives and the 
United Nations Secretariat over pos-
sible implementation of U.N. Security 

Council Resolution 986. Should Resolu-
tion 986 be accepted by Iraq, $2 billion 
of Iraqi oil would be permitted to be 
sold on the international market over 
a 6-month period. A loosening of the 
economic embargo under Resolution 
986 would occur without any linkage to 
the cessation of Iraq’s drive to acquire 
weapons of mass destruction. The pros-
pect of even a partial lifting of the 
Iraqi embargo at this time raises a 
number of concerns and may serve to 
remind Members of the continuing du-
plicity and intransigence of the Iraqi 
regime, and the costs the United States 
has borne as a result. Moreover, the 
fact that the recent discussions over 
implementing Resolution 986 have oc-
curred in a virtual information black- 
out, without the input or oversight of 
the American U.N. Representative, 
adds additional concern. 

If accepted by Iraq, Resolution 986 
would permit Iraq to sell oil in order to 
finance humanitarian goods and ad-
dress ‘‘the serious nutritional and 
health situation of the Iraqi people.’’ 
Resolution 986 would not, however, re-
quire Iraq to cease its efforts to ac-
quire weapons of mass destruction—the 
foremost reason sanctions were im-
posed against Iraq in the first place. 
While reducing the suffering of the 
Iraqi people is certainly a laudable 
goal, the cause of this suffering rests 
squarely and completely on the shoul-
ders of Saddam Hussein. His continued 
refusal to accept relevant U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolutions regarding ces-
sation of the production of weapons of 
mass destruction and his continued 
harsh internal repression against the 
people of Iraq are the causes of the eco-
nomic embargo and the deprivations 
suffered by the Iraqi people, as well as 
others in the region. 

Despite apparent cooperation with 
U.N. monitors in some areas, evidence 
of Iraqi’s ongoing effort to build weap-
ons of mass destruction was obtained 
as recently as 2 months ago. On Decem-
ber 8, 1995, Jordan said it intercepted a 
shipment of missile guidance compo-
nents bound for Iraq. A few weeks 
later, on December 26, Jordan inter-
cepted dangerous chemicals on their 
way to Iraq. On December 15, 1995, the 
United Nations Special Commission on 
Iraq (UNSCOM) reported that Iraq con-
tinues to conceal and provide false in-
formation on its efforts to develop 
weapons of mass destruction. Mr. 
President, these incidents alone, even 
ignoring past acts of terrorism and 
weapons procurement, should be suffi-
cient cause to continue fully the eco-
nomic embargo against Iraq. Even a 
temporary allowance for ‘‘humani-
tarian’’ oil sales will decrease the pres-
sure on Iraq to comply with U.N. re-
quirements to dismantle its facilities 
for the production of weapons of mass 
destruction and could free-up other 
Iraqi resources for its weapons pro-
grams. 

Beyond ceasing production of chem-
ical, biological and nuclear weapons, 
Saddam Hussein is also required to end 
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the repression of Iraqi citizens under 
the terms of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 688 enacted on April 1, 1991. 
The most recently available Human 
Rights Report issued by our State De-
partment calls the human rights situa-
tion in Iraq ‘‘abysmal’’. Just a short 
excerpt from that report makes the 
case that conditions of Resolution 688 
have not been met: 

Political power in Iraq is concentrated in a 
repressive one-party apparatus dominated by 
Saddam Hussein. . . . Systematic violations 
continued in all categories, including mass 
executions of political opponents, widespread 
use of torture, extreme repression of ethnic 
groups, disappearances, denial of due proc-
ess, and arbitrary detention. 

Mr. President, I certainly do not wish 
more hardships on the Iraqi people be-
yond those they have already suffered 
at the hands of Saddam Hussein. But 
softening the pressure against his re-
gime, while so many examples of out-
rageous and dangerous activities con-
tinue to confront us, makes no sense. 
Certainly reducing the pressure on Iraq 
now will not hasten the day when the 
Iraqi people can live free of the depre-
dations imposed on them by Saddam 
Hussein. 

Even more alarming than a tem-
porary easing of sanctions, however, 
are suggestions that UNSCOM may rec-
ommend lifting the Iraqi embargo en-
tirely sometime this year. How such a 
recommendation could be con-
templated so shortly after UNSCOM 
itself reported that Iraq continues to 
lie and hide information about its 
weapons program is baffling. Further 
increasing America’s dependence on 
imported oil from a country with Iraq’s 
openly hostile objectives is not in our 
national interest. 

On that point, I should also mention 
that on March 27 of last year, the For-
eign Relations Committee held hear-
ings on the subject of American de-
pendence on foreign oil. Despite re-
peated findings over many years that 
the United States’ national security is 
harmed by a dependence on foreign oil, 
this dependence continues to increase. 
I commend Chairman HELMS for having 
held this hearing and recommend that 
colleagues concerned about our na-
tional dependence on foreign oil review 
the hearing record. 

In any case Mr. President, either a 
temporary easing of sanctions under 
Resolution 986, or a permanent lifting 
of sanctions pursuant to earlier Secu-
rity Council Resolutions, should be ac-
companied by a full reporting to Con-
gress of the effect on U.S. national se-
curity of any Iraqi oil sales, the steps 
being taken to ensure adequate protec-
tion of human rights in Iraq, and the 
international safeguards in place to 
protect against future weapons devel-
opment by Iraq. 

CUBAN SHOOT DOWN OF MIAMI- 
BASED CUBAN EXILE PLANES 
AND THE CUBAN LIBERTY AND 
DEMOCRATIC SOLIDARITY— 
LIBERTAD—ACT CONFERENCE 
REPORT 

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I 
rise today in strong support of the con-
ference report to H.R. 927, the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
Act—Libertad. As an original cospon-
sor of this legislation in the Senate, I 
have long believed that the United 
States should strengthen international 
sanctions against the dictatorial re-
gime of Fidel Castro. I regret that it 
has taken the most recent outrageous 
behavior of the Cuban Government to 
convince the President of this. 

Fidel Castro was, is, and always will 
be a despot and a murderer who has no 
regard for human life and no respect 
for international law. The downing of 2 
private planes and the killing of 4 civil-
ians by Cuban military fighter aircraft 
reiterates this fact. It is imperative 
that Mr. Castro realize that the United 
States will not tolerate his tyranny. 
The passage of the Libertad Act will 
send this vitally important message. 

This legislation strengthens inter-
national sanctions against Cuba, pro-
vides support for a free and inde-
pendent Cuba, protects the interests of 
American citizens whose property was 
confiscated by the Castro regime, and 
denies visas to individuals who traffic 
in confiscated property. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me 
in support of this vital legislation. 
President Clinton has agreed to sign 
this act into law. It is time that we 
send a strong bipartisan message to 
Fidel Castro. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRIG. GEN. RICHARD 
L. REYNARD, STAFF DIRECTOR, 
SENATE ARMED SERVICES COM-
MITTEE 

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize the contribu-
tions of Brig. Gen. Richard L. Reynard, 
the staff director of the Committee on 
Armed Services. Dick Reynard, who is 
well known to many in the Senate and 
in the Department of Defense, is leav-
ing the committee to return to the pri-
vate sector. 

General Reynard joined the com-
mittee as the minority staff director in 
April 1993. He quickly earned the rep-
utation as a capable leader to whom 
the Members and staff could turn for 
clear advice and counsel. His more 
than 34 years of leadership and man-
agement experience in government and 
the private sector served him and the 
committee very well. 

General Reynard was commissioned 
in the Army as an artillery officer fol-
lowing graduation from the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy in June 1958. He served 
in a wide variety of staff and command 
assignments at every level of the 
Army, including a combat tour in Viet-
nam. General Reynard taught at the 

U.S. Military Academy where he helped 
shape a new generation of leaders for 
our Nation. Many Members of the Sen-
ate remember Dick Reynard from his 
assignment as the Army’s liaison offi-
cer to the Senate where he ensured 
that we understood the Army’s prior-
ities and traveled with us as we per-
formed our duties around the world. 

Following retirement from the Army, 
General Reynard worked in the private 
sector as an officer in a small corpora-
tion and as a government relations spe-
cialist. When I asked General Reynard 
to be my staff director, he agreed to re-
turn to Government service even 
though it meant personal and financial 
sacrifice. During his first year in the 
committee, we addressed such impor-
tant issues as the ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell’’ policy concerning the service of 
gays in the military, force reduction 
policies and benefits, assignment of 
women in the military, and Secretary 
Aspin’s reorganization of the Depart-
ment of Defense. His analysis, advice, 
and ability to protect the minority 
points of view resulted in important 
legislation which enjoyed bipartisan 
support. Following the elections in No-
vember 1994, General Reynard adminis-
tered the transition of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee from a Republican mi-
nority to the majority. Under his direc-
tion, the Armed Services Committee 
staff was in place and ready to support 
the committee members when the Con-
gress convened in January 1995. 

During his 3 years with the com-
mittee, General Reynard earned the 
reputation as a reliable, steady, and 
fair person to whom Members and staff 
could turn when they sought advice or 
insight on National Security issues. He 
was a tireless, dedicated, and trusted 
aide to me. I know many in this Cham-
ber join me in expressing our apprecia-
tion to General Reynard and in wishing 
him and his wife Bibs well in his new 
endeavors. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
f 

UNITED STATES-GERMAN OPEN 
SKIES AGREEMENT 

Mr. PRESSLER. Mr. President, I am 
delighted to inform the Senate that 
today the United States and the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany signed an 
open skies agreement which will liber-
alize air service between our two coun-
tries. I am also pleased to advise my 
colleagues that the United States and 
Germany initialed a Bilateral Aviation 
Safety Agreement [BASA] which will 
greatly enhance safety coordination 
between the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration [FAA] and its German counter-
part agency. 

The United States-German open 
skies agreement is a great economic 
victory for both countries and a very 
welcome development for consumers. 
In fact, I regard this agreement to be a 
trade accord of truly historic propor-
tions for both countries. As always is 
the case where market forces are un-
leashed, consumers flying between the 
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