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OF CALIFORNIA
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Friday, March 29, 1996

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Stephen Geppi, the 1996 winner of the Thom-
as D’Alesandro, Jr., Good Citizenship Award.
Named for the late, great Mayor Thomas
D’Alesandro, this recognition is bestowed
upon Mr. Geppi for his contributions to the Ital-
ian-American community.

Born in Baltimore, Mr. Geppi learned at an
early age the importance of hard work when
he had to leave school to support his mother.
His first job, at age 9, was bundling comic
books and magazines. He opted to take part
of his wages in comics.

Even when, as an adult, he took a job with
the U.S. Postal Service, his interest in comic
books did not wane. He began asking cus-
tomers on his mail route for old comic books
to sell or trade, and soon earned more buying
and selling comics than he did delivering the
mail.

Mr. Geppi opened Geppi’s Comic World in
Baltimore in 1974, and soon expanded to four
stores. By 1982, he moved into comic distribu-
tion, and in just over 10 years time he ex-
panded his distribution business to over 28
cities across North America and Europe. In
addition to distribution, he branched out to
publishing, and 1 year ago opened Diamond
International Galleries, devoted to comics,
comic collectibles, and related art which draws
visitors from all over the world.

Mr. Geppi’s extraordinary professional suc-
cess has not prevented him from active in-
volvement in his community. In 1993, he was
one of the consortium of local investors who
brought the Baltimore Orioles back to local
ownership. He has actively served on civic
boards or committees with a number of local
organizations, including the Maryland Science
Center, the Baltimore Zoo, the Johns Hopkins
Children’s Center, the College of Notre Dame,
the International Museum of Cartoon Art, and
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

This is not the first time Mr. Geppi has been
honored for his many accomplishments. Most
recently, he was named ‘‘Business Owner of
the Year’’ by the Baltimore County Chamber
of Commerce.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to salute Ste-
phen Geppi for the honor he has brought to
the Italian-American community by his many
accomplishments and commitment to the com-
munity. He deserves this award for the con-
tributions he has made in the spirit and tradi-
tion of its namesake, Thomas D’Alesandro.
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Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to introduce a bill, for myself, Rep-
resentative SHAYS of Connecticut, Representa-

tive FRANKS of New Jersey and Representa-
tive HORN of California, to amend the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act of 1970 to require
that OSHA inspections of commercial and res-
idential construction sites be conducted by in-
spectors who have been specifically trained
for such work by the Department of Labor.

My proposal will require that inspectors of
commercial and residential construction meet
certain experience and training requirements
and be specifically certified to perform con-
struction site inspections. Although many con-
struction inspectors take courses offered by
OSHA, they are not required to do so, allow-
ing many to perform this important work with
little or no formal training in the often com-
plicated procedures used in the construction
industry.

Construction site inspections comprise near-
ly half of all inspections done by OSHA. More
seriously, the rate of accidents in the construc-
tion industry is significantly higher than in
other industries. Based on 1994 Bureau of
Labor Statistics data, the rate of nonfatal inju-
ries per 100 full-time workers is 11.8 percent
for the construction industry compared to 8.4
percent for all private industry. Total deaths
from occupational accidents in 1994 were
6,588 or 5.3 per 100,000 employed, but there
were 1,027 deaths or 14.8 per 100,000 in the
construction industry. Therefore, I believe that
it is not only prudent and sound public policy
to make sure that those who do construction
site inspections are well qualified, but that this
reform is overdue.

Under current OSHA rules, OSHA inspec-
tors can go from inspecting beauty salons to
inspecting high-rise steel structures on a daily
basis. Since most work-related deaths occur in
the construction industry, I believe that my
proposal will significantly improve the quality
of OSHA inspections, the overall effectiveness
of OSHA, and save lives.

I urge my colleagues to join in support of
this important effort to improve the way OSHA
construction inspections are performed.
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me today in congratulating Ute
Gomez from Cortland, NY, who will be hon-
ored on Sunday, April 14 as the Zonta Club of
Cortland Woman of Achievement for 1996.

My personal esteem for Mrs. Gomez is
based upon her positive attitude in a dire situ-
ation. She turned a personal health scare into
a learning experience for many other women.
In 1992, she was diagnosed with breast can-
cer after a self-exam and mammography.
Since then she has created a support group
and counseled scores of women with breast
cancer.

Three-and-a-half-years-later, after a
lumpectomy, a modified radical mastectomy,
chemotherapy, countless visits to homes and
hospital rooms, Mrs. Gomez was quoted in the
Cortland Standard about being named the
Zonta Woman of Achievement:

‘‘I am embarrassed by this,’’ she said. ‘‘Not
my breast cancer, but being honored. But if

one woman can see this and do a self-exam,
or get a mammogram done, or reach out for
help, I feel I’ve accomplished something.’’

Ute Gomez is an outstanding civic leader
who meets that definition by caring for others
and putting that love to work. She is involved
with the Breast Health Partnership Committee
of Cortland County, a State and federally fund-
ed program. She has taken it upon herself to
arrange mammograms, counsel, and other-
wise assist women who need her help.

My mother died a victim of breast cancer. I
have tried in my public and private life to help
in eradicating the disease and bringing com-
fort to those who suffer with it. I pledge further
help now, and look forward to continuing to
work toward those goals with Mrs. Gomez and
others who have given so selflessly of their
time and spirit.
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Mr. DOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise before my

colleagues today to recognize the city of
Coalinga. On April 6, 1996, the city will cele-
brate its 90th anniversary, and I would like to
honor the people of Coalinga by recounting a
few of the highlights of the city’s history.

Coalinga came into existence as an oil and
coal mining town in the late 1880s. At the
base of the coastal mountain range on the
west side of the San Joaquin Valley, the town
started out as little more than a coaling station
for the Southern Pacific Railroad line that con-
nects Los Angeles and San Francisco. The
name apparently derives from its designation
as Coaling Station A.

The mining of coal, and later oil, caused an
economic boom at the turn of the century. By
1910, 4 years after the city incorporated, the
Coalinga oil field was the largest in California.
Oil continues to be one of the city’s economic
mainstays, along with agriculture.

As a relatively isolated settlement, Coalinga
survived the aftermath of the boom years by
relying on a tight-knit community. This close
cooperation among its citizens was used to
establish a drinking water supply in an area
beset by hard water, to establish city-operated
natural gas utility in a rural community ignored
by the corporate utilities, and to establish a
school and a library. This little community also
had a strong patriotic element—it was World
War I veterans from Coalinga who started the
push to establish the American Legion in Cali-
fornia in 1919. Coalinga is the home to Amer-
ican Legion Post 2, designated as the ‘‘Mother
Post’’ of the California American Legion.

This sense of community was put to the test
in 1983, when Coalinga was devastated by a
6.7 earthquake that leveled a significant por-
tion of the business district and caused over
$31 million in damages. There was open
speculation that Coalinga would not survive
this disaster.

Instead of surrendering to this speculation,
the citizens rolled up their sleeves and rebuilt.
In fact, the earthquake served as a stimulator,
with the town leaders using the rebuilding ef-
fort as an opportunity to develop a new revital-
ization plan. That plan has resulted in the
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