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Mobilization Conference and Training on
Gangs, Violence, and Drugs which was con-
vened in my hometown of San Diego, CA on
April 4 and 5.

This is the seventh annual conference that
has been convened by Nu-Way Youth and So-
cial Services, a local community-based organi-
zation. The conference is a national, collabo-
rative event that brings parents, educators,
law enforcement officers, probation officers,
prosecutors, health and social service provid-
ers, together with civic, political, and spiritual
leaders to discuss the latest technologies and
strategies for combatting juvenile crime in our
communities.

Mr. Speaker, this conference is not the re-
sult of a Federal program or government fund-
ing. In fact, this conference receives no gov-
ernment funding at all.

This conference is a true collaborative
project. And by its very nature, it reinforces
the notion that “it takes a village to raise a
child"—and it challenges all of our citizens to
accept the responsibility and join in our strug-
gle to keep our youth free from the influence
of gangs and drugs.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud that Nu-Way, a
valuable resource in the fight against gangs,
drug abuse, and violence, is based in my con-
gressional district, and | applaud the efforts of
Nu-Way and the Community Mobilization Con-
ference for their important role in our fight
against juvenile crime.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, for
any parent, the death of a child is surely life’'s
greatest tragedy. | can personally remember
the profound grief and gloom that swept over
my own father and family when my youngest
sister Nancy was tragically killed following a
horseback riding accident in Colombia, where
| served in the Peace Corps more than 30
years ago. Even now, not a day goes by that
my family does not sorely miss Nancy and re-
gret the fact that she did not live longer,
though we all know she led a magnificent life
while she was with us.

The same sentiment, | am sure, will be true
for the family of Santa Cruz resident Adam
Darling, who left this world last week with
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown and 32 other
brave Americans in an ill-fated flight over
Bosnia. Adam died doing precisely what he
wanted: Serving his country, while working to
make the world a better place. The eternal op-
timist, Adam had once offered to ride his bike
cross-country from his home in Santa Cruz to
Washington, DC for then Governor Bill Clinton
because he felt he could make a difference in
the 1992 presidential race. After the election,
he ended up in Washington working in the
Commerce Department. When | arrived to be
sworn in as a Member of Congress, Adam
was there to meet me. He brought his father,
the Reverend Darrell Darling from Santa Cruz
with him to all of our Washington activities.
According to Darrell, “Adam Darling was a
leader among his peers, his friends, his family
and in his work. His leadership grew from a
keen and uncluttered mind, a character free of
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shame, given or received, and a thoroughly
generous spirit. He was very realistic about
both public policy and public service, and the
limitations and temptations of both. Adam’s re-
alism never became cynical. When you decide
to make a difference where there is risk, you
can't calculate the cost or be guaranteed de-
livery from pain or loss. Bosnia is a land of
grief and turmoil and none of us is immune.”

At the Commerce Department, Adam served
as staff in the press office for several months
before becoming a personal assistant to the
Deputy Secretary of Commerce for 2 years.
Adam was also instrumental in bringing state-
of-the art science to Central Coast and the
country. Just 1 year ago, he helped organize
the first-ever link between classrooms across
America and marine biologists working in the
Monterey Bay. Ron Brown had recently asked
Adam to handle press relations and advance
planning for the economic development mis-
sion in Bosnia. According to his family, “Adam
saw it as an opportunity to make a significant
contribution to a peace effort where it is se-
verely needed.”

Rather than working hard to gain personal
attention, Adam worked hard for the sheer
pleasure of doing a job well and the satisfac-
tion of knowing he had helped make someone
else’s life a little more livable. He was one of
the many invisible government hands working
in Bosnia to ensure the survival of a nation.
Amazing acts of heroism, dedication, and hu-
manitarianism exemplify the work done by
those invisible hands. Without people like
those who served, continue to serve and will
serve their country by helping others, the
world would be hard pressed to survive trage-
dies such as the Bosnia conflict.

Adam too saw life as an opportunity to
serve the world. Telling his family at the age
of five that he would be President of the
United States some day, a young boy made
his commitment to bettering his country at any
cost. During the few years he was afforded,
Adam worked with the dedication and commit-
ment of a President, and accomplished more
for the good of humankind during his lifetime
than many even attempt in 100 years.

The loss of Adam Darling and the 34 others
in Bosnia will be sorely felt by all and will re-
main in our hearts as a memorial to all who
pay the highest cost possible in order to help
the world by serving their country.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, Mr. P. Stuart
Tholan was one of the 32 Americans accom-
panying Secretary Ron Brown on his mission
to contribute to the rebuilding of Bosnia. He
was aboard the military transport plane which
crashed, killing all abroad. My most sincere
condolences go out to his wife, Marilyn, his
children, Scott and Carolyn, and all his family,
as well as to all those whose lives Stuart
Tholan touched.

Mr. Tholan had been invited on the humani-
tarian mission by Commerce Secretary Ron
Brown because of his distinguished record of
overcoming seemingly insurmountable obsta-
cles and succeeding again and again. The re-
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construction and revival of Bosnia's dev-
astated economy would have been Mr.
Tholan’s most significant challenge. | have the
utmost confidence, as did Secretary Brown,
that he would have succeeded at this ultimate
challenge.

Mr. Tholan’s outstanding work for the Bech-
tel group of companies, based in San Fran-
cisco, CA, earned him a reputation as a de-
manding project director who tackled the most
daunting tasks with eternal optimism and a
can-do attitude. While his focus on the suc-
cessful completion of a project could not be
swayed, he never lost sight of the importance
of the people on the project. Mr. Tholan would
always take the time to help a co-worker when
they had personal or family difficulties or to
devote his spare time to coaching Little
League and girl’s softball.

The mission that Stuart Tholan was partici-
pating in was perfectly suited to his strengths.
Throughout his career, he had shown an abil-
ity to bring together people and motivate them
to accomplish the most difficult tasks. The
strengths of his personality and character
shone through the overwhelming nature of
jobs he took on. His leadership propelled an
international work force of 16,000 to put out
the Kuwaiti oil fires in a fraction of the time ex-
perts thought possible.

These are the reasons why Secretary
Brown chose Stuart Tholan as the perfect can-
didate to help rebuild the devastated economy
of Bosnia. Mr. Speaker, Stuart Tholan and the
others who perished on that plane deserve our
gratitude for their commitment and dedication
to bring peace and stability to Bosnia and for
their service to our Nation.
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, over the years
volumes have been written about the Middle
East and its turbulent politics, economic poten-
tial, and strategic importance to the United
States. One publication stands out because of
its comprehensive, insightful and balanced ap-
proach to issues in the region.

| am referring to Middle East Insight maga-
zine which has just celebrated its 15th anni-
versary as one of the leading journals of Mid-
dle East affairs. Throughout this turbulent pe-
riod, Middle East Insight has covered the com-
plex issues affecting the region in a thoughtful,
creative way to bring greater knowledge and
understanding to all parties. By striving to rise
above the ideological passions that often di-
vide the region, Middle East Insight has
earned the respect of its readers in Washing-
ton, DC and throughout the region.

The driving force behind the magazine is its
editor, George Nader. Nader is the founder
and president of International Insight, an orga-
nization that promotes better understanding
between the Middle East and the United
States. He is a recognized expert on the re-
gion and is often invited by major news orga-
nizations to comment as events unfold.

Because of his reputation for fairness and
his remarkable access to key political and
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