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CONGRATULATIONS TO SIKHS ON

VAISAAKHI DAY

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 1996

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the 297th celebration of
Vaisaakhi Day, the birthday of the Sikh nation.
On Vaisaakhi Day in 1699, Guru Gobind
Singh, the tenth and last Guru of the Sikh reli-
gion, formally baptized the Sikhs into nation-
hood, creating the order of the Khalsa Panth.

The Sikhs are a proud, hard-working, and
freedom-loving people. At times they have
prospered. At times they have persevered
under immense tyranny. They have always
conducted themselves according to the axiom
uttered by Guru Gobind Singh: ‘‘Recognize ye
all the human race as one.’’

Sikhism is a monotheistic, independent reli-
gion that should not be confused with Hindu-
ism or Islam. Sikhism dates back to the first of
the ten Sikh Gurus, Guru Nanak, born in
1469. He laid the foundation of Sikhism by
preaching a simple creed based on three prin-
ciples: 1.) Pray daily, meditating on God’s
name; 2.) Work hard and earn an honest living
by the sweat of your own brow—live a family
life and practice honesty in all dealings, and
3.) Be charitable, sharing the fruits of your
labor with others.

Most importantly, the Guru instructed Sikhs
to stand up against tyranny wherever it exists.
On many occassions, Sikhs have lived up to
this high calling, defending Hindus from the
aggression of Mogul invaders from Afghani-
stan. Today Sikhs find themselves in a posi-
tion of defending themselves from the brutal
tyranny of the Indian Government. Over the
past ten years, over 100,000 Sikhs have been
killed by Indian security forces. Yet Sikhs con-
tinue to look to the spirit imbued in them on
Vaisaakhi Day in 1699.

Mr. Speaker, the Sikh people remain bloody
but unbowed in the face of the campaign of
murder, torture and rape being waged by the
Indian military. Because of India’s bloody rule,
the Sikh people are seeking to exercise their
right to self determination and declare an inde-
pendent Sikh homeland. In October 1987,
three years after India’s bloody assault and
massacre at the Golden Temple in Amritsar,
every major Sikh political group joined to-
gether to issue a declaration of nationhood
and independence.

I ask all of my colleagues to support two
pieces of legislation: H.R. 1425. ‘‘The Human
Rights in India Act, which would cut off U.S.
aid to India until it stops the human rights
abuses; and House Resolutions 32, which
would recognize the Sikh people’s right to self-
determination. America stands for freedom,
human rights and democracy, and we should
support these ideals.

DEPLORING INDIVIDUALS WHO
DENY HISTORICAL REALITY OF
HOLOCAUST AND COMMENDING
WORK OF U.S. HOLOCAUST ME-
MORIAL MUSEUM

SPEECH OF

HON. GARY A. FRANKS
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 16, 1996

Mr. FRANKS of Connecticut. I rise in strong
support of House Resolution 316, a measure
which applauds the work of the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum while condemning
those people who have the sheer audacity to
deny that the Holocaust ever occurred.

Mr. Speaker, the Holocaust Museum serves
as a poignant historical reminder of one of the
darkest periods of human history—the system-
atic extermination by Nazi Germany of over
six million Jews. This important museum
serves as an essential, necessary monument
that reminds the world of those people whose
lives were savagely ripped away from them in
Nazi death camps like Auschwitz while honor-
ing the brave people who fiercely took a stand
against the evil Nazi tyrants.

Mr. Speaker, anyone who visits the Holo-
caust Museum will find it to be an experience
both sobering and stirring. I applaud the work
of those who are involved with the Holocaust
Museum for the job they have done in educat-
ing the public and making sure that we will
never forget. Truly, anyone who visits our Na-
tion’s capital should make pilgrimage to this
museum.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, there are still those who
dispute that a Holocaust ever occurred. They
maintain, mainly out of hatred and anti-semi-
tism, that there was no genocide and that the
notion of the Holocaust is fraudulent. Mr.
Speaker, I feel it is our duty as duly-elected
officials, as representatives of the American
people, to condemn these hateful people for
such warped attitudes and make notice that
these despicable people, these offensive out-
casts of society, remain permanently embed-
ded in the status of pariahs of our commu-
nities.

Mr. Speaker, when all is said and done, I
pray that we have learned from this sad, sad
chapter of human history and that we, the
human race, must never forget the necessity
of being soldiers on the front lines in the war
versus bigotry, hatred, and racism. The Holo-
caust Museum serves as a concrete record
and as a reminder, for us and generations to
come, of our obligation in this battle for us and
our children. I commend Congressman GILMAN
and Congressman LANTOS for their work on
this endeavor and I encourage my colleagues
to pass this important resolution.
f

FOR SURVIVORS OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

HON. GEORGE P. RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 1996

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, between
1915 and 1923 the Ottoman Turkish Empire
committed a terrible genocide against Arme-
nians. In a systematic and deliberate cam-

paign to eliminate the Armenian people and
erase their culture and history of 3,000 years
the Turks committed this atrocity. As a result,
over one-half million Armenians were mas-
sacred. The Armenian genocide is a historical
fact, and has been recognized by academi-
cians and historians all over the world. The
documentary evidence is irrefutable and be-
yond question. Unfortunately, the Turkish Gov-
ernment is still persisting in their denial that
the genocide took place.

Many survivors of the genocide have made
the United States their new home. On April
24, 1996 Armenians all over the world will
commemorate the 81st anniversary of the Ar-
menian genocide. Commemoration activities
will occur in Washington, D.C., Los Angeles,
and in my district in Fresno, California. I have
the honor of representing thousands of Arme-
nians in California’s 19th Congressional Dis-
trict, and I send my sincerest condolences on
this solemn occasion to all members of the Ar-
menian community. As a member of the Con-
gressional Caucus on Armenian Issues, I in-
tend to join my colleagues, Representatives
JOHN PORTER and FRANK PALLONE in a special
order on April 24, 1996 on the floor of the
House of Representatives to commemorate
the genocide victims.

I am an original cosponsor of House Con-
current Resolution 47 which calls on Congress
to officially recognize the Armenian genocide
and encourages the Republic of Turkey to do
the same. This legislation would call on the
Government of Turkey to turn away from its
denials of the Armenian genocide, and in-
stead, to openly acknowledge this tragic chap-
ter in its history. By doing so, the Turkish Gov-
ernment can help to raise the level of trust in
a strategic, yet highly unstable, region of the
world and facilitate the normalization of rela-
tions between Turkey and Armenia. I encour-
age my colleagues to vote for the passage of
H. Con. Res. 47.

Remembering this genocide against the Ar-
menians will help ensure that this type of trag-
edy is never allowed to occur again.
f

CONTRACT WITH AMERICA
ADVANCEMENT ACT OF 1996

SPEECH OF

HON. THOMAS J. BLILEY, JR.
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 28, 1996

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, I commend Chair-
man HYDE of the Judiciary Committee and
Senator BOND for their leadership on this bill.
We share the goals of reducing regulatory bur-
dens on small business and, in so doing, pro-
moting job creation and economic growth.

S. 942 sweeps across a wide range of Fed-
eral regulation. Oversight of the Securities and
Exchange Commission [SEC] falls within the
jurisdiction of the Commerce. The SEC is
charged with the important role of preventing
fraud in our securities markets. Though its en-
forcement of the anti-fraud provisions of the
securities laws, the SEC builds confidence of
investors and makes our financial markets liq-
uid and transparent.

My analysis of the provisions of S. 942 indi-
cates that the bill will not have any negative
effect on the enforcement activities of the
SEC. We will not tolerate, and this bill does
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