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MINIMUM WAGE: MINIMUM
OPPORTUNITIES

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, |
really wonder if the President and the
Democrats are truly interested in rais-
ing the minimum wage or is it just
that they want to score some political
points? When they controlled Congress
back in 1992 and 1993 with President
Clinton in the White House, why was
not an increase in the minimum wage
on the agenda? Maybe they were too
busy raising taxes on gas, on Social Se-
curity, on small businesses.

Mr. Speaker, | have to look at this
comment that the President made in
1993. President Clinton said, ‘“The min-
imum wage,” and | am quoting, “The
minimum wage is the wrong way to
raise incomes of low-wage earners.”
But then again, | guess we really can-
not believe what the President says
from day to day or time to time.

By the way, if my colleagues think 90
cents an hour is going to save working
families, | say my colleagues’ priorities
are in the wrong place. We need to pro-
vide tax relief to our families, not 90
cents an hour. Lowering taxes will
raise incomes.

FAMILIES NEED TO EARN A
LIVABLE WAGE

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, we are
hearing a lot of excuses from the ma-
jority these days about why we do not
need to increase the minimum wage.
Mr. Speaker, | know firsthand why
families need to earn a livable wage.

Over 28 years ago | was a single
working mother with three small chil-
dren, receiving no child support. Even
though | was working, | was earning so
little that | had to go on welfare to
take care of my children. | tell my col-
leagues this, Mr. Speaker, because too
many families today face the same sit-
uation.

In spite of what the majority whip
has said about minimum wage and
about earning $4.25 an hour, almost 5
million Americans work for at or below
minimum wage, and | am not talking
about teenagers looking for extra cash.
Rather, the average minimum wage
earner looks a lot like | did 28 years
ago, an adult woman supporting her
family by herself. Today that mother is
worse off because the purchasing power
of the minimum wage has plummeted
to a 40-year low.

Clearly, it is time to make work pay
by increasing the minimum wage now.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE GILBERT
MURRAY

(Mr. HERGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor Gilbert Murray, former Presi-
dent of the California Forestry Asso-
ciation. Today marks the l-year anni-
versary of Gil’s tragic death at the
hands of the Unabomber.

Today, | will not dwell on the trag-
edy of Gil’s death, but rather on the
greatness of his life. Gil was a re-
spected professional leader. He advo-
cated good stewardship of our forests
to keep them beautiful and productive
for our children and grandchildren.

More importantly, Gil was a leader in
his home. Despite his professional com-
mitments, he always made his family
his priority. He was never too busy for
his wife and two sons.

In every way Gilbert Murray was an
exemplary man. | speak for many in
northern California in saying that we
remember him fondly and miss him
greatly.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE
SPOKEN: RAISE THE MINIMUM
WAGE

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, the
American people have spoken. The lat-
est polls show that 85 percent of Ameri-
cans are in favor of raising the mini-
mum wage.

I will say to my Republican col-
leagues, they have lost the battle in
the court of public opinion.

So what does the Republican leader-
ship now plan to do? Instead of follow-
ing the will of the American people,
they are following the will of corporate
America and the fat cats who have
funded their campaigns. That is im-
moral.

The latest Republican shell game
will eliminate the earned income tax
credit and then exclude workers with-
out children from getting a raise. The
rationale is to save $15 billion and give
more breaks to big, big business. This
ridiculous proposal takes working fam-
ilies one step forward and knocks them
two steps back.

My colleagues, if we want to help
working families, we must insist on a
clean minimum wage bill with no
strings attached, and vote to raise the
minimum wage without delay.

RENEWABLE ENERGY EXPO 1996

(Mr. SCHAEFER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to urge Members to visit the
Renewable Energy Expo 1996, taking
place today from noon to 3 p.m. in the
Cannon Caucus Room.

This exhibit, being sponsored by
three dozen trade associations, indus-
try groups, and businesses, offers you
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the opportunity to inspect the latest
American renewable energy and en-
ergy-efficient technologies. You can
ask the groups’ representatives ques-
tions about their projects throughout
the country, including some which may
be operating in your own district.

The renewable energy expo is being
put on in cooperation with the House
Renewable Energy Caucus, a bipartisan
group | founded in February along with
six other Members. This caucus has
grown 10 times in size—to 70 mem-
bers—in less than 3 months, dem-
onstrating the broad support renew-
ables enjoy in Congress and throughout
the country, renewables for our chil-
dren and their grandchildren.

I hope you can stop by the Cannon
Caucus Room today to see vivid dem-
onstrations of our country’s energy fu-
ture.

REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP DENIES
MINIMUM-WAGE WORKERS EVEN
EXIST

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, my Re-
publican colleagues are reaching new
heights of desperation as they scurry
to dodge a vote on raising the mini-
mum wage, even though the minimum
wage is at a 40-year low, even though a
90-cent increase would help over 10 mil-
lion workers in this country, and even
though the average minimum-wage
worker brings home more than half of
his or her family’s income.

It might be interesting to note that
Members of this Congress earned more
during the shutdown of this Govern-
ment during the Christmas holidays
than a full-time minimum-wage work-
er makes in an entire year. But despite
all that, the Republican leadership will
go to any length to Kill an increase in
the minimum wage. They are not even
afraid of resorting to fantasy.

Yesterday the House majority whip
said, ‘“Emotional appeals about work-
ing families trying to get by on $4.25 an
hour are hard to resist. Fortunately,
such families don’t really exist.”

They do not believe that people do
exist on the $8,500 a year or are trying
to exist on that amount of money. Tell
it to the 300,000 families in this country
who are minimum-wage workers. Let
us go to a clean, straight vote on rais-
ing the minimum wage.

LIBERALS REACHING NEW
HEIGHTS IN DEMAGOGUERY

(Mrs. SEASTRAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker, the
liberals in Congress have reached new
heights in demagoguery in the last few
months, and with the help of the lib-
eral media and the big special inter-
ests, AFL-CIO, they have been able to
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