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So the resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, during roll-
call vote No. 142 on House Resolution 419 I
was unavoidably detained. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on Tuesday, April 30, I was
unavoidably detained and missed roll-
call vote No. 138. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote
No. 138.

f
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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2796

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that my name be
withdrawn as a cosponsor of H.R. 2796.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DICKEY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ten-
nessee?

There was no objection.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PROCEDURES
AND DEADLINE FOR PRINTING
OF AMENDMENTS ON H.R. 3230,
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION BILL

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, the
Committee on Rules is planning to
meet on Thursday, May 9 to hear testi-
mony on Friday, May 10 to grant a rule
which may restrict amendments for
consideration of H.R. 3230, the fiscal
1997 defense authorization bill.

The important part is, any Member
contemplating an amendment to this
bill should submit 55 copies of the
amendment and a brief explanation to
the Rules Committee in room 312 in the
Capitol no later than 12 noon on
Wednesday, May 8.
f

OCEAN SHIPPING REFORM ACT OF
1995

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 419 and rule
XXIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2149.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly the House resolved itself
into the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union for the con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 2149) to re-
duce regulation, promote efficiencies,
and encourage competition in the
international ocean transportation sys-
tem of the United States, to eliminate
the Federal Maritime Commission, and
for other purposes, with Mr. REGULA in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the

rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania [Mr. SHUSTER] and the
gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. OBER-
STAR] each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania [Mr. SHUSTER].

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, it is not often that we
can bring to the floor a piece of legisla-
tion that can boost the entire United
States economy but this legislation,
the Ocean Shipping Reform Act, can do
just that.

Mr. Chairman, while it is true that
by abolishing the Federal Maritime
Commission, which this bill does, we
can save about $20 million a year in the
Federal expenditures, that really does
not tell the story. The real story here
is that by abolishing the Federal Mari-
time Commission, by eliminating the
tariff filings, we can stimulate this seg-
ment of American transportation to
the point that we can save for America
close to $2 billion a year in increased

productivity through increased com-
petition.

Yes, this abolishes the Federal Mari-
time Commission. Yes, it eliminates
tariff filings, although it requires that
such filings be made public. But it also
provides for private contracts. This is
at the heart of the bill, because if we
are going to retain antitrust immu-
nity, which this bill does, and which
the shippers were very much opposed
to but in the spirit of compromise
agreed to, if we are going to retain
antitrust immunity, then it is crucial
that the carriers and the shippers be
able to enter into private contracts.

This is not a new idea. This is an idea
which has been proven, and it has been
proven through the Staggers Act,
which was the Rail Reform Act. The
railroads have the ability with their
shippers to enter into private con-
tracts, and we all know the great suc-
cess story of the revitalization of the
railroad industry. The trucking indus-
try has the ability to enter into private
contracts with shippers and carriers.
The aviation industry has the ability
to enter into private contracts with
shippers and carriers.

Indeed, every mode of transportation
in America, freight transportation, has
the ability to enter into these private
contracts except for ocean carriage,
and that is one of the fundamental re-
forms that we make today. We say that
as all the other modes may do, now
shippers and the carriers in ocean ship-
ping can also enter into private car-
riage. It is a critical, fundamental part
of the compromise of this legislation.

Beyond that, we are told by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture that the
shipping cartels fix prices and that is
what we have had up to this point in
ocean shipping, cartels fixing prices en-
forced by the Federal Maritime Com-
mission. We are told by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture that that price-fix-
ing amounted to an 18-percent sur-
charge on the total ocean transpor-
tation cost of agricultural products.

And so indeed by injecting this com-
petition, we are going to be able to
make agriculture more productive. In-
deed, we are going to be able to make
virtually all modes that rely on ocean
shipping more productive.

It is important to emphasize, Mr.
Chairman, the United States is the
only country in the world that main-
tains an agency to regulate and enforce
Government ocean shipping controls.
The time has come to eliminate the
Federal Maritime Commission.

There are several points that served
as a basis for the delicate compromise
on this legislation, a compromise
which had strong bipartisan support,
indeed was passed out of committee by
voice vote with nary a negative expres-
sion against this legislation. Repub-
licans and Democrats alike cospon-
sored this legislation and passed it
overwhelmingly, if not unanimously,
out of the committee by voice vote.

The agreement was very simple. The
shippers agreed that the ocean carriers
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