May 2, 1996

District in extending to Roger Tilles the highest
accolades of appreciation and admiration.
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Thursday, May 2, 1996

Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, along with our
colleagues, LAMAR SMITH, JiMMY HAYES,
ScoTT KLUG, WILLIAM LIPINSKI, and RALPH
HALL, | am today introducing legislation to re-
quire the President of the United States to
submit a balanced budget plan to the Con-
gress and to forbid the consideration in the
House of Representatives of any budget reso-
lution that does not provide for a balanced
budget. These changes would take effect at
the beginning of the 105th Congress.

Under the terms of the bill, the President
must submit to Congress a detailed plan to
balance the Federal budget in 6 years or less.
In the event the President’s budget plan is not
in balance, as determined by the Congres-
sional Budget Office [CBO] after review, it
would be returned to the White House. In ad-
dition, the legislation provides that the only
concurrent budget resolution in order in the
House is one that provides for a balanced
budget and this provision is enforced by a
nonwaiveable point of order. During a de-
clared war or national emergency, these re-
quirements could be suspended.

This measure does not interfere with the
ability of the President or the Congress to set
spending priorities. Under current law, title 31,
Presidents are required to meet several re-
quirements in their budget submission, and
this bill only adds to these requirements. And
the Budget Committee would remain free to
determine spending priorities and to instruct
the authorizing committees to reduce spend-
ing.
The last budget surplus occurred in fiscal
year 1969, and you have to go back to fiscal
years 1956 and 1957 to find 2 consecutive
years of budget surplus. According to the Of-
fice of Management and Budget [OMB], Presi-
dent Clinton’s fiscal 1997 produces balance in
the year 2002. The CBO, however, found that
the President’'s claim of budget balance is
based on contingent proposals, including
sunsetting tax relief, triggering new taxes and
Medicare cuts, and unspecified reductions in
discretionary spending of 15 percent in 2002.
Absent these contingencies, the fiscal 1997
budget results in a $80 billion deficit.

In the last few years, Presidents have sub-
mitted budget plans to the Congress that rest-
ed on rosy economic assumptions and re-
strained spending through the generous use of
budget gimmickry, and successive Con-
gresses were all too willing to go along with
these practices. The President’s fiscal 1997
budget is proof that the use of blue smoke
and mirrors continues unabated. President
Clinton does deserve credit for agreeing to
balance the budget and to work with the lead-
ership of Congress to achieve that goal.

The American people in every opinion poll
strongly support a balanced budget, and most
of our colleagues now support balancing the
budget. If we cannot balance the budget this
year, it must be done next year.

The legislation that | am introducing today
will facilitate the work of the Congress and the
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President. This legislation has been endorsed
by the National Taxpayers Union, Citizens
Against Government Waste, Americans for
Tax Reform, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
and the National Federation of Independent
Business.
| urge you and our colleagues, Mr. Speaker,
to join me in supporting this needed bill. The
text of the legislation follows.
H.R. 3379

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PRESIDENT'S BUDGET.

Section 1105(a) of title 31, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘“(32) A detailed plan to achieve a balanced
Federal budget by the close of the sixth fis-
cal year beginning after the current fiscal
year.”.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL TREATMENT OF BUDG-
ET SUBMISSIONS.

Upon the submission by the President of a
budget for the United States Government to
the Congress pursuant to section 1105(a) of
title 31, United States Code, the Director of
the Congressional Budget Office shall deter-
mine and certify whether the balanced budg-
et plan submitted pursuant to section
1105(a)(32) of that title does achieve a bal-
anced budget. The Director shall inform the
Clerk of the House of Representatives and
the Secretary of the Senate of the results of
the certification. If the budget is certified as
not being in balance pursuant to such plan,
the Clerk and the Secretary shall return the
budget submission to the President.

SEC. 3. POINT OF ORDER.

(a) The Rules of the House of Representa-
tives are amended by adding at the end the
following new rule.

“RULE LIII
““BALANCED BUDGET ENFORCEMENT

“1. It shall not be in order in the House to
consider any concurrent resolution on the
budget unless it provides for a balanced
budget for the United States Government.”.

‘2. The House may waive the provisions of
clause 1 if a declaration of war is in effect or
if the United States faces an imminent and
serious military threat to national security
and is so declared by a joint resolution
(adopted by a majority of the whole number
of each House) which becomes law.”.

(b) The second sentence of clause 4(b) of
rule Xl of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives is amended by inserting before
the period at the end the following: *‘; nor
shall it report any rule of order waiving
clause 1 of rule LIII".

NEW JERSEY RECOGNIZES LOYAL
HEART AWARD DAY

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 1996

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today | have
the distinct honor of recognizing the activities
of caregivers throughout the State of New Jer-
sey. Sunday, May 5 marks the third annual
“Loyal Heart Award Celebration.” In my home
State of New Jersey, Governor Whitman has
designated May 5 as “Loyal Heart Award
Day.”

The Loyal Heart Award is sponsored by the
Middlesex County Chapter of the New Jersey
Coaliton on Women and Disabilities. The
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award was initiated in 1994 by Elayne Hyman
Risley to recognize the contributions made by
individuals who provide care for persons with
disabilities.

Those recognized on Loyal Heart Award
Day represent the wide range of caregivers;
they are friends, relatives, nurses or assistants
to a person with a disability. Those we honor
today embody the qualities of faithfulness,
dedication, and commitment. Their efforts are
tireless and dependable. Ms. Risley, inspired
by the quality of care she had received from
her daughter Robyn, son Ryan and her
assistant, Nancy Namowicz; became deter-
mined to establish a formal day of tribute to
caregivers. This is truly a grassroots effort; |
was contacted first by New Jersey Assembly-
man, John Wisniewski.

The role of caregivers is varied and signifi-
cant. Caregivers may provide personal care or
help around the house or furnish transpor-
tation which makes possible participation in
community programs. This care may be tem-
porary or extend over a lifetime. Whatever as-
sistance the caregiver is providing, it is of
great importance to the individual with disabil-
ities. But to express it most succinctly, | will
use the words of Ms. Risley: “Through
caregivers” efforts, individuals with disabilities
are able to reach their fullest potential.”

Many of us have a personal connection to
individuals with disabilities. Perhaps we are
one of million of people in the United States
with a disability. Perhaps we are a family
member, advocate or one of the very special
people, a caregiver, whom we honor today. In-
dividuals with disabilities and their caregivers
deserve our acknowledgement, our support,
our appreciation and our respect.

In my own district, we are trying to reach
out to individuals with disabilities, their fami-
lies, caregivers and advocates for the pur-
poses of keeping them informed about issues
of importance to this exceptional community. |
encourage my congressional colleagues to re-
member that these groups of persons need in-
formation so that they can be in the best posi-
tion to know about issues of significance to in-
dividual with disabilities. | also encourage
other Members of Congress to join me in sup-
port and recognition of the humanitarian ef-
forts of the loyal hearts.

In addition, | have sponsored or cospon-
sored legislation that | believe is of importance
to individuals with disabilities and their fami-
lies.

Potentially, any of us could become a per-
son with a disability. If | were ever to face that
situation, it is my hope that | would be blessed
by support and care equal to that provided by
one of the selfless individuals we recognize
here today.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. HELEN CHENOWETH

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 2, 1996

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, | was unavoidably detained and
missed rollcall vote 144. Had | been here, |
would have voted “yes.” | ask unanimous con-
sent to have my statement appear in the ap-
propriate place in the RECORD.
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