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housing authority to become a co-grantee for
administrative purposes. This provision will
provide accountability through the housing
authority and preclude fraudulent and abu-
sive practices recently highlighted by hear-
ings of the Committee on Government Oper-
ations.

PORTABILITY AND ADMINISTRATIVE FEES

Restores portability to the voucher pro-
gram and solves some of the administrative
problems associated with portability by di-
recting the Secretary of HUD to take steps
to ensure that the local housing authority
that provides the services for a family re-
ceives all or part of the administrative fee.
To prevent ‘‘waiting list shopping’’, the leg-
islative enables a local housing authority to
require that a family that receives assist-
ance live in that jurisdiction for twelve
months after the initial receipt of assist-
ance.

SHOPPING INCENTIVE FOR ASSISTED FAMILIES

This provision allows for shopping incen-
tives for assisted families under Choice-
Based housing that rewards the market-rate
selection or rental units that fall below the
payment standard for that community. In
cases where savings occur, the government
will reward the tenant, while reducing the
budget deficit by providing a savings account
in the tenant’s name for 50% of the savings
incurred by selecting a quality but below
rental market unit. The remaining 50% will
be returned to the federal government for
deficit reduction. The tenant may withdraw
the money annually at the end of each year’s
lease agreement.
PROHIBITIONS ON OCCUPANCY FOR PUBLIC AND

ASSISTED HOUSING FOR CRIMINAL OR ILLEGAL
DRUG/ALCOHOL ABUSE AND SCREENING, GRIEV-
ANCE AND EVICTION REFORMS

This legislation incorporates S. 1494—The
Housing Opportunity Program Extension Act
of 1996, enacted as Pub. L. 104–120 and ex-
tends tenant screening reforms to owners of
assisted housing, i.e. non-public housing, in-
cluding rural multifamily housing develop-
ments receiving assistance under the Hous-
ing Act of 1949. The owners of assisted hous-
ing and housing authorities may deny assist-
ance to potential residents who have been
convicted of criminal activity during the
preceding three years prior to application for
assistance. S. 1494/Pub. L. 104–120 provided
flexibility to housing authorities to (i) des-
ignate certain developments elderly or dis-
abled only; (ii) evict residents who threaten
the safety of elderly and disabled residents
in such designated housing; and (iii) expedite
grievance and eviction procedures for drug-
related and other criminal activity ‘‘on or
off’’ the premises.

In addition to conforming language to S.
1494/Pub. L. 104–120, this provision provides
access of criminal records, under strict con-
fidentiality protections and penalties for
misuse, for assisted housing screening. [Pub.
L. 104–120 covered only public housing, while
this provision extends those screening provi-
sions to most federally-assisted housing.]

CDBG ENTITLEMENT COMMUNITY DESIGNATION

This provision grandfathers communities
designated CDBG entitlement communities,
based on a population of a least 50,000 resi-
dents, for at lest one year after 1989. [Some
communities were eligible in 1990 and upon
the findings of the 1990 census implemented
in 1992–93, lost their eligibility status, not-
withstanding their eligibility status in 1990.]

CDBG DISASTER RELIEF FOR LOS ANGELES

This provision extends, through 1998, the
authority of the Los Angeles entitlement
community to use no more than 25% of
CDBG funds for public services during the re-
construction of some low and very-low in-

come neighborhoods after the 1992 civil dis-
turbance. [Congress had previously extended
the public service cap from 15% to 24% for
Los Angeles during the 1992 Housing Bill in
response the Los Angeles crisis.]

HOMELESS AND SURPLUS PROPERTY COMMUNITY
PARTICIPATION AND SELF-HELP HOUSING

This provision will amended Sec. 203 of the
Federal Property Administrative Services
Act by providing communities an oppor-
tunity to participate in the disposition of
significant surplus property. Upon local re-
view and collaboration, the GSA could trans-
fer significant surplus property to homeless
or non-profit low-income housing providers
that undertake self-help housing. This provi-
sion will encourage homeownership and
housing through significant participation
(sweet-equity) by the potential residents.
Title Vl of the McKinney Act is not repealed
and surplus property not considered ‘‘signifi-
cant’’ or approved by the local government
will be processed through the current McKin-
ney surplus property requirements.

RURAL COMMUNITIES AND MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS

This provision designates Altus, Oklahoma
as a rural community, through the year 2000,
for purposes of eligibility of the Rural Hous-
ing Service programs, such as single and
multifamily development. [The 20,000 popu-
lation threshold was slightly exceeded be-
cause of a decennial census count that incor-
porated the population of a nearby military
installation.]

PORTSMOUTH VA REVITALIZATION PLAN

Requires HUD to implement a revitaliza-
tion plan for the City of Portsmouth, Vir-
ginia.

INCOME ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS FOR HOME AND
CDBG PROGRAMS

Clarifies eligibility for HOME and CDBG
programs so that all families earning up to
80% of area median income are eligible.

PROJECT IN NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY

Allows Pennrose Properties, a low-income
housing developer, to use low-income hous-
ing tax credits allocated in 1991 for use in re-
habilitating a 98-unit project for the elderly.
The reservation of these tax credits would
otherwise lapse.

DEFINITION OF ADULT

Modifies the restrictions on divulging the
criminal records of those convicted of crimes
who are not adults to make also available
the criminal records of minors who are tried
and convicted as adults.

PROHIBITION OF FEDERAL INDEMNIFICATION OF
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT INFRINGEMENT

Prohibit local housing authorities from
using federal funds to indemnify contractors
from judgments of infringement of intellec-
tual property rights.

CONVERSION OF A LIMITED NUMBER OF PROJECT-
BASED UNITS

Permits property owners to convert a por-
tion of project-based units, upon vacancy, to
market rate provided units are above the fair
market rent for an area and the amount of
contract subsidy saved is transferred to a
local housing authority for use as choice-
based certificates.

WAGE REQUIREMENTS

Narrows one of the exceptions to certain
prevailing wage requirements that must be
followed by a local housing authority.

CHOICE-BASED SCREENING AND EVICTION
PROCEDURES

In connection with drug and other criminal
activity, provides greater screening and evic-
tion authority for most federally assisted
housing, including section 8 project based.

HOPE VI PLANNING GRANTS

Provides a preference for previously award-
ed HOPE VI planning grants that were not
funded by HUD.

GOLD CLAUSE CONTRACT

Clarifies interpretation of gold clause con-
tract provision to terminate unintended con-
sequences of 1977 law, including unfair treat-
ment to leaseholders. The amendment en-
sures that the old gold clauses apply only
when such a clause is the explicit intention
of both parties to the contract.

ROCKLAND COUNTY, NY, CEILING LIMITS

Removes Rockland County from the met-
ropolitan statistical area of New York for
the establishment of any ceilings or limits
based on income under the Act.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAZIO of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks on H.R. 2406.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

f

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 1296, PROVIDING FOR AD-
MINISTRATION OF CERTAIN PRE-
SIDIO PROPERTIES

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to take from
the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1296)
to provide for the administration of
certain Presidio properties at minimal
cost to the Federal taxpayer, with a
Senate amendment thereto, disagree to
the Senate amendment, and agree to
the conference asked by the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alaska?

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, reserving the right to object,
and I do not intend to object, but I
would like to take a moment to engage
the gentleman from Alaska [Mr.
YOUNG], the chairman of the commit-
tee, in a colloquy.

My concern, and I think the concern
of others, is that recognizing that in
both the House and Senate there has
been strong bipartisan support for the
underlying bill of the Presidio, but as
is sometimes true to their nature, the
Senate has added some 34 unrelated ti-
tles to the bill, some of which have not
had hearings in our committee. That
traditionally has opened the door for
others who seek to have the same cour-
tesy extended to them to add bills
when we are in conference.

Mr. Speaker, my concern is that
hopefully there will be some ground
rules to the controversy of those items
that might be added. I think most of
the items currently in either the Sen-
ate or in the House bill are essentially
noncontroversial. My concern is that
as people start to see that this bill has
a chance to leave the Congress and go
to the President, more and more people
will want to jump in the boat here, and


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-15T10:10:12-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




