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the U.S. Housing Act of 1996 by Representa-
tive HAYWORTH. | am an original cosponsor of
this bill because | believe there is a pressing
need to assess and reorganize Native Amer-
ican housing programs in this country. This
amendment is a strong step in the right direc-
tion.

Chairman LAzio and his staff have put forth
a great deal of effort to ensure that the needs
of Native Americans in my State and across
the country have been given serious attention
and consideration throughout the crafting of
this bill.

| agree with Chairman LAzIO and the Native
American Indian Housing Council that Indian
housing should be divorced from public hous-
ing programs because of the unique needs of
Indian country and the many economic chal-
lenges that must be overcome. The U.S.
Housing Act does not address these unique
needs, and | believe including the Native
American Housing and Self-Determination Act
as an amendment to H.R. 4206 will guarantee
that quality housing for Native American com-
munities is not neglected as Federal housing
programs are revamped in Congress.

Housing is an integral and most basic com-
ponent to economic development for Indian
and non-Indian communities alike. | support
the premise of the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act be-
cause Congress must prioritize programs
which develop infrastructure on reservations
and enhance economic growth for tribal com-
munities. Additionally, the extreme health
problems that many Indian communities face
can be linked directly to inadequate housing,
problems that can begin to be addressed
through this Indian self-determination legisla-
tion. The flexibility in funding and in the admin-
istration of housing programs that this bill pro-
motes is the key to tribal self-sufficiency and
self-determination in housing management. Ul-
timately, this self-determination will result in in-
creased access to safe, affordable housing for
Native American people nationwide.

The unique housing needs of Indian country
warrant a continued Federal commitment to
successful tribal housing programs. | look for-
ward to working with Chairman LAziOo, my col-
leagues, and Indian tribes nationwide to make
the Native American Housing and Self-Deter-
mination Act a reality, with the health and wel-
fare of Indian tribes our foremost priority. |
strongly urge my colleagues to vote for the
Hayworth amendment on Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination.

THE COMPETITIVE LIVESTOCK
MARKETS ACT OF 1996

HON. EARL POMERQY

OF NORTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 1996

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, today | am in-
troducing legislation to address the disastrous
situation that livestock producers across this
Nation are currently facing. At this time, live-
stock producers are suffering the double-
whammy of the lowest prices since the Great
Depression and the highest feed prices in a
generation. Many producers in my State are
facing no choice but to sell out this year as
they face losses of several hundred dollars on
every head they sell.
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Ranchers from across my State have told
me that concentration in the meat packing in-
dustry has limited competition in the livestock
markets. The three largest meat packing firms
now control over 80 percent of the cattle
slaughter in this country. Independent produc-
ers have been squeezed to the point where
they are at the mercy of whatever price the
giant meat packing firms are willing to offer.
Congress must act to restore free and open
competition in our Nation's livestock markets.

The legislation | am introducing today will
accomplish that goal in the following manner:

First, it directs the Secretary of Agriculture
to develop rules to prohibit noncompetitive
captive supply arrangements. These captive
supply arrangements include formula pricing,
forward contracting and packer-owned cattle
feeding. The bill does not prohibit all captive
supply arrangements between a producer and
a packer, only those determined to be det-
rimental to competition in the livestock mar-
kets. This provision will force the livestock
trade to occur in a free and open market.

Second, the bill requires the Secretary of
Agriculture to implement mandatory reporting
of the prices and terms of sale for slaughter
livestock purchased by packers who have
greater than a 5-percent share of the slaugh-
ter market. This information would be public
knowledge and reported immediately. There
would be no more secret deals between pack-
ers and large feedlots. All producers should
have access to information on the terms of
sale for slaughter livestock in order to take
maximum advantage of free market forces.

Finally, the bill would require the reporting of
export sales of meat on a weekly basis. Ac-
cess to this information will help all livestock
producers gain a more realistic picture of sup-
ply and demand relationships.

Mr. Speaker, we are facing a crisis of epic
proportions among livestock producers in this
Nation. From Texas to North Dakota inde-
pendent family ranchers are facing financial
ruin. We must take steps immediately to ad-
dress what is wrong in this industry. With this
bill, we are saying that the large meat packers
can no longer control the cattle markets
through secret deals and privileged informa-
tion. We must restore the free markets that
the United States is known for around the
world. | urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
port of this legislation.

WILLIAM DAVIDSON TO RECEIVE
DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, next week, Bill
Davidson, a good friend and a great Amer-
ican, will receive an honorary Doctor of Hu-
mane Letters from the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America. In recognizing Bill's
many accomplishments and extraordinary
commitment to improving our country, the
Jewish Theological Seminary speaks for the
many people in his community and around the
world who have benefited from Bill's extraor-
dinary wisdom and philanthropy.

Bill Davidson is the chairman of the board
and president of Guardian Industries Corp. of
Northville, MI. Under his wise direction, Guard-
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ian has become a solid industrial asset to our
economy, as well as a conscientious corporate
citizen. Guardian has also been an ambas-
sador of American engineering and way of
doing business through its pioneering ventures
overseas. These ventures have helped emerg-
ing democracies develop a more solid eco-
nomic base while increasing American pres-
ence and influence abroad.

While running his hugely successful com-
pany, Bill found the time to volunteer for nu-
merous community organizations. His gener-
osity was recognized in 1992, when he was
given the Jewish community’s highest honor
for outstanding volunteer service, the Fred M.
Butzel Memorial Award for Distinguished Com-
munity Service. He has given generously of
his time and resources to educational institu-
tions, Detroit community organizations, and
Jewish organizations nationwide.

Not one to confine himself to the roles of
successful businessman and community activ-
ist, Bill is also the majority owner of the Detroit
Pistons basketball club, the Palace Sports and
Entertainment Arena, the Detroit Vipers hock-
ey team and the Detroit Neon soccer team.
He was inducted into the Michigan Jewish
Sports Hall of Fame in 1985.

| commend the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary for recognizing Bill Davidson with a pres-
tigious Honoris Causa. This honorary degree
is a testament to Bill's outstanding and con-
tinuing contributions to the education and en-
richment of the Jewish community and our na-
tion. | invite my colleagues to join me in ex-
pressing our gratitude and most heartfelt con-
gratulations to Bill Davidson on this most joy-
ous occasion.

HONORING DEAN ROGER
EICHHORN

HON. KEN BENTSEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 1996

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to thank
and honor Dr. Roger Eichhorn as he com-
pletes his 14-year tenure as dean of engineer-
ing at the University of Houston. The Cullen
College of Engineering surely will miss his
leadership, but his students and the engineer-
ing field will be richer as Dr. Eichhorn returns
to teaching and research.

Dr. Eichhorn has a long career of service
and contributions to educational, professional,
civic, technical, and humanitarian endeavors.
He was rightly honored as 1995 Houston En-
gineer of the Year.

Dr. Eichhorn traces his love of engineering
to his days as a farm boy in Minnesota, when
he got into trouble regularly for breaking his
father's tools. He studied electrical and me-
chanical engineering at the University of Min-
nesota, where he received his doctorate while
working as an instructor. He then accepted a
position as assistant professor at Princeton
University, where he was soon awarded the
rank of associate professor with tenure. In
1967, he moved on to the University of Ken-
tucky as professor of Mechanical Engineering,
serving initially as chairman of the department
and later as dean of engineering. In 1982, he
came to the University of Houston as a profes-
sor of mechanical engineering and dean of the
Cullen College of Engineering.
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