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money over $11 million a year in com-
pensation. That is wrong.

But, second of all, it is wrong as an
example, as a model of what this Con-
gress should be doing. One of the more
shameful aspects of the American
economy at this point is that CEO’s of
major corporations today are earning
about 200 times what their workers are
making; 200 times. That is unheard of
in the industrialized world. It seems to
me that the U.S. Congress should not
be encouraging and supporting that
type of economic activity.

So we have legislation, and I have in-
troduced legislation along with several
other Members, that would say to the
CEO’s of the major defense companies
that they cannot earn from the tax-
payers of this country more than
$200,000 a year in compensation.

I should point out once more that the
head of General Dynamics receives
$11.3 million, and as best we could un-
derstand, every single penny of that
money comes from the taxpayers of
this country. That does not make any
sense. We are cutting back on so many
programs that working people need and
to say, yeah, we got $11 million to pay
the head of General Dynamics makes
no sense. And I should point out that
this very same company has laid off
over 35,000 workers between 1990 and
1995.

So these guys are making more and
more money from the taxpayers at ex-
actly the same time as they are laying
off tens of thousands of American
workers. That does not make any sense
to me at all.

Mr. Speaker, I think you know some-
times Members of the Congress become
a little bit obsessed with ourselves and
we think that the end of the world is
the Beltway around here. But we
should pay attention to the fact that
tens of millions of people are giving up
on the political process, they are giv-
ing up on the two-party system. Again,
it is an issue that we do not talk about
too much, but maybe as the only Inde-
pendent in the Congress I can raise the
issue, and that is there is something
fundamentally wrong with the politics
of this country when in the last elec-
tion, in 1994, only 38 percent of the peo-
ple came out to vote. 62 percent of the
people did not vote.

Mr. Speaker, there are a lot of rea-
sons for that. But I think the major
reason has to do with the fact that
large numbers of people who are hurt-
ing very, very badly no longer believe
that the U.S. Congress represents their
interests or is capable of responding to
their needs and their pain, and they are
saying, hey, politics, it does not mat-
ter, we do not care what is going on in
Washington, we do not pay attention
to what is going on in Washington be-
cause all these people are living in an-
other world.

I think, given the fact that so many
men and women have put their lives on
the line, have fought and died to defend
freedom and democracy in this coun-
try, it is a very sad state of affairs that

the United States has today by far the
lowest voter turn out of any industri-
alized nation on earth.

Now how do we turn that around?
How do we create a vibrant democracy
where we have 70 to 80 percent of the
people voting rather than 40 percent of
the people or 50 percent?
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I think, frankly, the answer is that
this Congress has got to show the
American people that we do feel their
pain, that we do understand what is
going on in their lives, and we are will-
ing to respond to their problems. If we
do not respond to their problems, peo-
ple are going to say, ‘‘It does not make
any difference. Why do I have to get in-
volved?’’

It is a catch-22. Unless ordinary peo-
ple begin to stand up and say, wait a
second, the U.S. Congress, representing
all of the people in this country and
not just the very rich, in the United
States of America we should be able to
provide health insurance for every
man, woman, and child, as most of the
industrialized nations do; in the United
States of America we should be able to
make sure that every young person
who has the ability is able to get a col-
lege education, as many of our indus-
trialized neighbors do; that in the
United States of America we should be
able to create decent paying jobs; that
unless the people make those demands
on the Congress and start electing peo-
ple to the Congress who are going to
fight for the middle class, fight for the
working people, the Congress is going
to be unresponsive.

That takes us to another issue in
terms of how and why the Congress is
unresponsive. That takes us to cam-
paign finance reform. Clearly there is
something very much amiss when in-
creasingly we are seeing in Congress, in
State houses all over America, very
wealthy people taking out their check-
books and writing themselves large
checks and saying, ‘‘Gee, I think I
would like to run for President. It is
kind of boring in business now, I have
a midlife crisis, I would like to do
something else. I will make out a
check and then run for the Presidency.
I will run for Governor, I will run for
the Senate,’’ so forth and so on. That is
not what democracy is supposed to be
about.

A democracy is not supposed to be
about the Democratic and Republican
Parties holding fund-raisers here in
Washington, D.C. I think last month,
or a couple of months ago, the Repub-
licans raised $16 million in one night,
and recently the Democrats raised $12
million in one night, money which is
coming from some of the wealthiest
people in the United States of America,
some of the largest corporations in the
United States of America. Some of
these guys contribute to both political
parties. Is that what democracy is sup-
posed to be about? I think not.

I think we must move toward cam-
paign finance reform, and the most im-

portant aspects of that is we have to
limit the amount of money that people
can spend in a campaign. If you limit
the amount of money, you take away
the advantage of the big money inter-
ests. They cannot outspend you 10 to 1.

I think we have to move toward pub-
lic funding of elections, combined with
incentives coming from small dona-
tions, matching small donations. In
that way we will have people who are
serving in Congress who come from the
ranks of ordinary people and simply
are not hobnobbing with the wealthy
and the powerful.

Most importantly, what concerns me
is that tens and tens of millions of
Americans believe the political process
does not matter to them. They have
given up on the political process. That
is very, very sad. I would suggest to
people, and I say this as somebody who
was the mayor of a city for 8 years and
am now in my third term in the U.S.
Congress, that the only solution, basi-
cally, to that situation is for ordinary
people to begin to stand up and fight
back and reclaim this country for the
ordinary people, for the middle class,
for the working people of this country,
and inform the U.S. Congress that all
of us have a right to a decent standard
of living and a good life. All of our chil-
dren have the right to a good future.
That right should not just exist to the
very wealthy and the very powerful,
but that is not going to change unless
people get involved in the political
process, unless people understand what
is going on at all levels of government.

Mr. Speaker, let me just simply con-
clude by stating that in this great
country, if democracy is to survive, if
all of our people are to enjoy a decent
standard of living, that is not a Uto-
pian vision, that can happen, but peo-
ple have got to be involved in the polit-
ical process and have got to stand up
and fight for their rights.
f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mrs. FOWLER (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY), for today until 1:30 p.m., on
account of medical reasons.

Mr. TALENT (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY), after 2 p.m. today and the bal-
ance of the week, on account of await-
ing the birth of Christine Lyons Tal-
ent.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. HINCHEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. WISE, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MEEHAN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, for 5 minutes,

today.
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