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Mr. Speaker, Officer Gilbert Manglona
Taiscan was a family man. He was born, lived,
and died on Tinian. Brought into the world by
his parents Teresita and Bernadino Taisacan.
Gilbert was born on August 1969. He grew up
on Tinian, was educated on Tinian until leav-
ing for the only time in his life to attend Mari-
anas High School in Saipan, graduating in
1987. He was active in his community, always
looking to help others. It was with that spirit
that he joined the Department of Public Safety
and was not surprisingly, assigned to Tinian.
Gilbert was an exceptional officer. He moved
through the ranks with merit. In 1990, Gilbert
was married and in 1991 he and his wife Alma
had a daughter named Terrilynn. In 1995, Gil-
bert was named the Police Officer of the Year.
As the month of August 1995 began, Gilbert
had developed a good and meaningful life for
himself in the only town he had ever known.
It was in that spirit that Gilbert Taisacan was
killed.

On August 20, 1995, during a routine patrol,
Gilbert Taisacan was called to respond to a
disturbance involving harassment against a
waitress. Taisacan and his partner Sgt. R.C.
Borja went to apprehend the suspect for the
second time and were confronted by the sus-
pect, who shot both before killing himself. Sgt.
R.C. Borja, through the grace of God, survived
the accident and today walks around with a
bullet in his stomach. Gilbert Taisacan was
killed.

Tinian is a small place in the middle of a
small island chain known as the Northern Mar-
iana Islands but the life and contribution of Gil-
bert Taisacan was as large as any citizen of
the biggest city. In a small community, the
presence of one special person makes a big
difference. Despite his untimely death, Gilbert
Taisacan stepped up and made a difference.
Tinian is a better place because of that.

Accompanying the Tinian delegation to the
memorial service was the Honorable Juan N.
Babauta, Resident representative of the North-
ern Marianas, Mrs. Alma M. Taisacan, widow
of Gilbert, Ms. Terrilynn Taisacan, daughter of
Gilbert, Mrs. Teresita M. Taisacan Ngiraidong,
mother of Gilbert, Sgt. Anthony M. Taisacan,
brother of Gilbert, Gil Borja, Director of Public
Safety, Capt. Juanis M. King, Sgt. Antonio
S.N. Borja, and William B. Nabors, represent-
ing the mayor of Tinian.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 16, 1996

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, |
was unavoidably detained and was unable to
cast my vote on rollcall 174, final passage of
the national defense authorization bill. Had |
been present, | would have voted “no.”
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THE COPS PROGRAM

HON. VIC FAZIO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 1996

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, | rise today to talk about one of the
most successful initiatives of the Clinton ad-
ministration—the COPS program.

Since we passed the Violent Crime Control
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, over
43,000 new law enforcement positions have
been funded.

In towns small and large, rural and urban,
we heard from county sheriffs, chiefs of police,
and prosecutors.

They told us that more officers and greater
use of community policing strategies would
make their jobs easier. And we responded.

Community policing has been so effective
because police officers who are visibly in-
volved in their communities are one of the
best deterrents to crime.

It remains widely supported by law enforce-
ment agencies throughout the country.

Today, we commemorate the 15th Annual
National Peace Officers Memorial Service at
the Capitol.

Their sacrifice remind us that we should re-
double our efforts to do everything that we can
to assist our towns and cities and police offi-
cers in the fight they make against crime.

It is simple—putting more cops on the beat
means safer streets.

HONORING THE DEFEATED CREEK
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 1996

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Defeated Creek Volunteer Fire
Department. These brave, civic-minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
“These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expected nothing
in return.”

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee fire training school in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their homes catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.
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By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.

HONORING THE BILINGUAL
FOUNDATION OF THE ARTS

HON. ESTEBAN EDWARD TORRES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 1996

Mr. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues to join with me today in honoring the
Bilingual Foundation of the Arts [BFA] for its
contributions to the greater Los Angeles com-
munity.

BFA has, for over 20 years, proved itself to
be an invaluable resource for artists of Latino
descent. Founded in 1973, and incorporated in
1975, by my dear friend and award-winning
actress, Carmen Zapata, along with Margarita
Galban and Estela Scarlata, BFA has pro-
duced over 100 plays.

BFA was founded because of a need for an
organization to present world drama and lit-
erature to both English and Spanish speaking
audiences. BFA programs annually serve
more than 125,000 adults and children for
whom theater is often a new experience. BFA
has helped to provide a bridge between gen-
erations and cultures, and in doing so, has
brought together our community. It has be-
come an enduring bilingual theatrical institu-
tion of international stature.

BFA carries out its work through a number
of major productions and programs each year.
BFA has a touring program that brings a
mainstage production to California’s rural
areas and small towns, to reach out to those
who otherwise do not have access to theat-
rical drama. There is also a theater in edu-
cation program that helps to educate, through
drama, our youth about current social and
emotional issues. Both elementary and sec-
ondary school audiences are targeted and to
date, over 2 million youth have been reached.
BFA also presents three mainstage produc-
tions each season, alternating weekly between
English and Spanish.

| also would like to recognize and thank
BFA’s board of trustees for their tireless dedi-
cation and selfless support of this worthy orga-
nization; Mr. Robert J. Gomez, Chair; John J.
Menchaca, vice chair; Richard M. Lopez,
treasurer; Zinnia C. Barrero, secretary; Joseph
Arelano-Musser; Enrique “Henry” Baray;
Pedro Birba; Gilbert de Cardenas; Daniel C.
Carmichael Ill; Susana Duarte; Richard
Gonzales; Albert Greenstein;  Anthony
Hurtado; Olivia J. Manzo; Oscar C. Parra;
Vince Ramirez; Karime Sanchez; Elaine
Sedillo; Martha Tapias-Mansfield; and Gregory
Villanueva.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask my colleagues to
join with me in saluting, thanking and honoring
the Bilingual Foundation of the Arts along with
its founder, president, role model, and inspira-
tion, Carmen Zapata, for its many years of
sharing the beauty of Latino drama with the
entire community, and for providing artists of
Latino descent with opportunities to perform
before appreciative audiences.
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MINNESOTA’S NATIONAL TREAS-
URES CONSERVATION AND PRES-
ERVATION ACT

HON. BRUCE F. VENTO

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 1996

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing the Minnesota National Treasures Con-
servation and Preservation Act [MNTCAP].
This legislation will offer further, needed pro-
tection to Minnesota’s two special natural re-
sources, Voyageurs National Park and the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness
[BWCAW].

As my colleagues may be aware, Congress
already has enacted major legislation on
Voyageurs or the BWCA on three separate
occasions. Each time, Congress, by an over-
whelming bipartisan majority, has determined
that these two unique lakeland areas are na-
tional treasures worthy of the highest protec-
tions the Federal Government can bestow—
National Park designation and National Wilder-
ness designation. With the Republicans in
control of Congress now, a vocal minority is
advocating a dramatic change from over 20
years of policy designed to protect these
areas for future generations. This Minnesota
minority advocates lowering the high stand-
ards that we use for Voyageurs and the
BWCA, replacing resource protection with eco-
nomic development and personal motorized
recreation preferences. | and a vast majority of
Minnesotans and the American people cannot
and do not support this retreat from our Na-
tion’s commitment to Minnesota’s lakeland wil-
derness and park areas.

The Minnesota National Treasures Con-
servation and Preservation Act will reaffirm,
renew and resolve new questions by protect-
ing the Voyageur's Kabetogama Peninsula by
designating the 74,000 acre peninsula as wil-
derness. The Kabetogama Peninsula is home
to 3 wolf packs and has 11 active bald eagle
nests. Opening this area to snowmobiles and
aircraft would have a devastating impact on
the continued viability of these endangered
species and would fragment and shred the in-
tact wilderness character of this peninsula.

For the BWCA wilderness, MNTCAP will
close all of Lac La Croix and Loon Lake to
motorized use and will close Back Bay, Hoist
Bay and the international border portion of
Basswood Lake. In addition, MNTCAP will
designate over 14,000 more acres of almost
all public lands as part of the BWCA Wilder-
ness. This land—primarily Federal, State, and
local land—incorporates key parcels and
brings in portions of lakes that are currently
nonmotorized. One of the most significant ad-
ditions will be the Sand Point Lake addition,
which extends the BWCA along the inter-
national border by less than one quarter of a
mile. This area is proposed, upon the expira-
tion of existing individual leases with the State,
will link Voyageurs National Park with the
BWCA!

Clearly, the MNTCAP proposal is in re-
sponse to the dramatic and far reaching
changes envisioned by the numerous bills that
have been introduced in the House and the
Senate. Under the current anti-park and wil-
derness atmosphere in this Congress, | fully
expect the Republican leadership to give seri-
ous consideration to acting upon these harm-
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ful proposals, which mark a retreat from past
commitments to our special Minnesota treas-
ures.

To combat those efforts, | am introducing an
alternative that reflects the views of a majority
of Minnesotans. At last summer's congres-
sional hearings in International Falls and St.
Paul, an overwhelming majority of the public
opposed weakening the protections for Voya-
geurs and the BWCAW. That view has been
reconfirmed by two scientific public opinion
polls of Minnesotans. Those polls show that
over 80 percent of Minnesotans want the cur-
rent balance between wilderness preservation
and motorized use within these areas to be
maintained or strengthened.

MNTCAP will refocus the current one-way
debate. Thus far, the focus has been on what
protections must be dropped or concessions
made to motorized interests. | am offering a
positive proposal that sets forth the legal steps
that must be taken to protect the unique re-
sources of Voyageurs and the BWCA.

Last month we celebrated the 26th anniver-
sary of Earth Day. Some may feel that the
spirit of the first Earth Day has dissipated; that
American people are apathetic and will sit idly
by while the progress of the past 25 years is
undone. | don't hold that view. Now more than
ever the American people, the people of Min-
nesota, recognize their generation’s steward-
ship role. They realize and are committed to
protecting our fragile resources and to turning
over to our children and our grandchildren our
lakes, rivers, and forests in at least as good a
condition as we inherited them. The Minnesota
National Treasures Conservation and Preser-
vation Act will make that dream for Voyageurs
National Park and the BWCA.

RECOGNIZING THE STUDENTS OF
ALERT

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 1996

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
in the wake of the great flood of 1996 in the
Pacific Northwest | would like to recognize the
following 32 young men who gave their per-
sonal money, time, and energy to assist with
flood relief. At the invitation of Mayor “Bud”
Harrison and flood relief agencies in the com-
munities of Clatskanie and Nehalem, OR, and
under their direction, they served in and
around towns for a period of 3 weeks from
February 15 to March 10, 1996. During which
time they assisted the local police department
in maintaining order and safety on the road-
ways, helped in the salvage and cleanup of
homes and businesses that had been dam-
aged, and spread goodwill, faith, hope, and
charity wherever they went. Their sacrifice,
diligence, and thoroughness conveyed a true
sense of brotherly love to the citizens of
Nehalem and Clatskanie. The experiences
these men received while serving will enrich
their lives permanently, causing them to be-
come better citizens, and thus have a greater
impact on the world around them.

Skyler Bower, Washington; Jonathan Bow-
ers, Tennessee; Jason Butler, Alabama; Seth
Campbell, Washington; David Carne, Oregon;
James Clifford, Ontario; Andrew Cope, South
Carolina; Dan Davis, California; Paul Elliot,
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Wyoming; Paul Ellis, Mississippi; Brian
Gamotis, Washington; Ryan Gearhart, Okla-
homa; Craig Guy, Missouri; Matthew Heard,
Oklahoma.

Daniel lliff, Kansas; Robert Myer, Florida;
Justin Nall, Texas; Jonathen Nicholas, Wis-
consin; Ryan Peterson Minnesota; Rhett
Prichard, Washington; Tim Rogers New York;
David Servideo, Virginia; Adam Shelley, Mis-
souri; Michael Shoemaker, Indiana; Robert
Smith, California; John Tanner, Texas; Joshua
Tanner, Texas; Justin Tanner, Texas; Scott
Westendorf, Oregon; Brian Wicker, Arizona;
Matthew Wood, Texas; Matthew Yordy, Indi-
ana.

IN TRIBUTE TO EDWARD UEBER

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 1996

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ed Ueber, a steadfast steward of the
gulf of the Farallones.

Ed received his master's degree in resource
economics and fisheries from the University of
Rhode Island, and conducted post-graduate
work in maritime history at the Munson Insti-
tute. Serving for the last 6 years as sanctuary
manager of the gulf of the Farallones and
Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuaries, Ed
has spent his career in the marine field.

Ed served aboard submarines and merchant
ships in the U.S. Navy and the Merchant Ma-
rine. He has worked for the National Marine
Fisheries Service and published peer-review
papers on fish biology, fishing techniques,
global warming, fishery economics, fish trade,
fishery management, wood boat building,
wooden ship reconstruction, oceanography
and marina operations. He has chaired over
20 national and four international conferences
on marine fisheries, fishery valuation and
management of marine protected areas.

As a sanctuary manager, Ed has been dedi-
cated and tireless. He has worked to build
support and public enthusiasm for the national
marine sanctuary operations. Ed’s important
work as a respected sanctuary manager has
been critical for much needed support for the
establishment of the Nation's three newest
marine sactuaries: Stillwagen Bank, Washing-
ton Coast, and Monterey Bay.

Ed and his small staff have been vigilant
stewards of the sanctuary waters and their re-
sources. The sanctuary staff has worked dili-
gently to initiate new and innovative programs,
many of which call upon a cadre of dedicated
volunteers, such as the Beach Watch Pro-
gram. These efforts to engage the public inter-
est have also led to the creation of the Na-
tion’s first sanctuary support organization—the
Farallones Marine Sanctuary Association.

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate the 15th anni-
versary of the gulf of the Farallones National
Marine Sanctuary, the people of the bay area
thank Ed Ueber for his extraordinary work on
its behalf, and wish him many more years of
success in protecting and preserving our Na-
tion’s marine life.
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