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wish him Godspeed, wish him a safe
journey, and to be among the millions
of Americans to thank him for all that
he did for his State, for this Senate,
and for the United States of America.
With that, Mr. President, I yield the

floor. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as if in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

HERBERT CLARK AND LOU
HOOVER

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, a dis-
tinguished Iowan once wrote: ‘I prefer
to think of Iowa as I saw it through the
eyes of a 10-year-old boy. Those were
eyes filled with the wonders of Iowa’s
streams and woods, of the mystery of
growing crops. They saw days filled
with adventure and great under-
takings, with participation in good and
comforting things. They saw days of
stern but kindly discipline.” That 10-
year-old Iowa boy later became the 31st
President of the United States. Herbert
Clark Hoover was the first U.S. Presi-
dent to be born west of the Mississippi
River.

President Hoover’s home until he was
11 years old was in West Branch, IA.
And the Hoover Presidential Library in
West Branch is the place where he re-
turned upon his death in 1964. Born
into a Quaker family in 1874, he was
raised in the Quaker tradition by his
parents until their untimely deaths.
Then, he was raised by other family
members. During his formative years,
he was taught the principles of hon-
esty, hard work, simplicity, and gen-
erosity.

Herbert Hoover’s life was one of great
undertakings. An accomplished and
successful engineer, he put his organi-
zational skills to work during the First
World War. In England at the outbreak
of the war he helped, often with his
own money, to get his fellow Ameri-
cans back home. When Belgium was in-
vaded and the Belgian people were in
need of food, Herbert Hoover re-
sponded. He instituted food relief ef-
forts as the head of the Belgian Relief
Campaign. He organized the acquisi-
tion, delivery, and distribution of tens
of thousands of tons of food. Thousands
were saved from a horrible death by
starvation. Herbert Clark Hoover
proved himself to be one of the great
humanitarians of the world.

President Woodrow Wilson subse-
quently appointed Herbert Hoover as
Food Administrator of the United
States. From this position he oversaw
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the Government’s food conservation
program for the duration of the war.

During the terms of Presidents Har-
ding and Coolidge, Hoover served as the
Secretary of Commerce. Then in the
election of 1928, the people of this great
country honored him by electing him
their 31st President. It is important to
note that during his public service,
Herbert Clark Hoover did not accept a
salary from the people. His reward was
in his service to his fellow Americans.
I wonder how many of us today are pre-
pared to do the same.

Honesty, hard work, simplicity, and
generosity—the principles that Herbert
Hoover learned as a boy and practiced
all of his adult life. These are prin-
ciples which all of us try to teach our
children. Once learned and once prac-
ticed, they can change the world.

Lou Henry Hoover, a Waterloo, TA
native, was active alongside her hus-
band. She was the first Iowan to be
First Lady. Such a splendid couple
they made together.

Lou Hoover received eight honorary
degrees in recognition of her public
service. Twice she was president of the
Girl Scouts of America. While in that
position, she began the Girl Scouts
cookie sales program, which has be-
come an American tradition.

Lou also promoted women’s ath-
letics, helping to found the National
Amateur Athletic Federation. She
served as president of the Women’s Di-
vision from 1922 to 1940.

Significantly, in 1929, First Lady Lou
Henry Hoover broke the White House
racial barrier by entertaining the wife
of Oscar DePriest, a black Congress-
man from Chicago.

Many Americans are cynical of those
of us in public life today. They think of
us as being self-serving. This is unfor-
tunate. This is not healthy for our
country. Perhaps if we look closely at
the lives of men and women like Her-
bert and Lou Hoover and try to follow
more closely in their footsteps of hu-
manitarianism, dedication to public
service, and the spirit of giving freely
of themselves, we could begin to regain
more of the public’s trust.

Iowans proudly gave up the Hoovers
to the world. And when the Hoovers
gave up this world, Iowans were deeply
honored that they chose to return
home to Iowa. Herbert and Lou Hoo-
ver—great humanitarians of the
world—exemplify the Iowa spirit.

————
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business Friday, June 7, 1996,
the Federal debt stood at
$5,133,885,689,631.55.

On a per capita basis, every man,
woman, and child in America owes
$19,703.31 as his or her share of that
debt.

————
PIKE-HUSKA AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY UNIT NO. 230

Mr. PRESSLER. Mr. President, I
want to take a moment to pay tribute
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to the American Legion Auxiliary Unit
No. 230 in Aurora, SD, for their actions
to encourage democracy. The Pike-
Huska Unit provided a forum for voters
to meet the candidates for city council
and learn more about each candidate’s
individual platform. As this election
year evolves, we are reminded by the
Pike-Huska American Legion Auxil-
iary of the importance of voter edu-
cation and participation. I believe citi-
zens should closely follow the voting
records of their elected officials and
keep up on current events. An informed
electorate is central to maintaining a
truly representative democracy. It is
no wonder South Dakotans historically
have one of the highest voter participa-
tion rates in the Nation—South Dako-
tans are active believers in democracy.

I ask unanimous consent that the in-
formation sent to me by the organiza-
tion’s secretary, Margaret Allstot, be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

AURORA, SD,
March 27, 1996.
Hon. LARRY PRESSLER,
U.S. Senate, Russell Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR PRESSLER: Last evening our
American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 230, Pike-
Huska Post, Aurora, South Dakota, spon-
sored an election forum for candidates who
are funning for our town council. We had
printed flyers notifying both the candidates
and the residents of the community of this
event. We asked the local Boy Scout Troop
to hand distribute the flyers which they did.
We asked local residents to be moderator and
time-keeper for our forum. We also con-
tacted the local radio station and newspaper
to publicise this event. We served coffee and
cookies at the end of the forum.

The forum was well attended and issues
brought forth and discussed along with meet-
ing the candidates, some of whom were not
well known. We felt we had offered a worth-
while project for our Auxiliary Unit, for both
Americanism and for Community Service.

I am proud to be a part of an organization
who recognizes as its responsibility of help-
ing citizens to be better informed to use
their privilege of freedom of voting. Hence, I
request that this project be placed in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Thank you,

Sincerely,
MARGARET ALLSTOT,
Secretary.
“KNOW YOUR CANDIDATES’® FORUM, TUESDAY,
MARCH 26, 1996
CANDIDATES FOR CITY COUNCIL

Mayor:

2 year: John Barthel, Stu Salzman.

Alderman:

Ward 1, 1 year: Dale Niskimins, Charles
Tiltrum.

Ward 1, 2 year: Jon Geise.

Ward 2, 2 year: Bob Anderson, Doris Scan-
lon.

Come meet your candidates and learn their
platforms on many Kkey issues concerning
our city government and their duties and
goals.

1. Maintenance

2. Law Enforcement Contract

3. Garbage Disposal/Recycling

4. Long-term Goals

5. Special Interests/Improvements/Industry

Sponsored by the American Legion Auxil-
iary Unit #230, Aurora
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