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This was too much for the home folks, 

black and white. None of them remembered a 
black church being torched, ever. Well, never 
mind. The story sounded good at the time, 
and since he had long since shredded the 
good name of his native state, what dif-
ference could it make? 

His hometown paper, the Arkansas Demo-
crat Gazette, called him on it the next day, 
quoting skepticism and outrage from the 
state historian and a collection of knowl-
edgeable black ministers and NAACP offi-
cials. Washington read about it in the pages 
of this newspaper, which, like his hometown 
paper, knows him best. The news didn’t fit in 
certain other famous places. 
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TRIBUTE TO TODD KAMINSKY 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 12, 1996 

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
mend Mr. Todd Kaminsky of Long Beach High 
School for the outstanding leadership which 
he has shown as a columnist and political ac-
tivist to his school and community. It is en-
couraging to see an active, independent 
young man playing such a leading role in our 
political process. 

Mr. Kaminsky will be graduating this month 
from Long Beach High School and plans to at-
tend the University of Michigan. I am certain 
that he will have a particularly successful aca-
demic career. 

I am pleased to insert in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD a recent column which Mr. 
Kaminsky wrote for the April 1996 edition of 
the ‘‘Tide’’ which is the student newspaper for 
Long Beach High School. 

KING CALLS FOR STUDENT INVOLVEMENT 

(By Todd Kaminsky) 

For a few months a year, a couple of hun-
dred of men and women gather in a neatly 
assembled, large, white building to discuss a 
few matters concerning the state of our na-
tion’s well being. Welfare reform, gun con-
trol, the environment, and even the occa-
sional blurb on nuclear weapons are some of 
the random sounds you might hear bounce 
off the inner walls of this stately building. 

These are just some of the great topics 
most teenagers couldn’t care less about. But 
these men and women are our Congressmen, 
easily some of the most important people in 
our country. Although the attitude on politi-
cians reflected in the prior paragraph may be 
the prevailing one amongst teenagers, the 
teens of Long Beach have reason to breathe 
a little easier. 

Of the near 500 members of Congress, 
struggling to tackle daily important foreign 
and domestic issues that face this nation, 
you will see that at least one of these brave 
souls is looking out for the future of our na-
tion. Congressman Peter T. King, who rep-
resents Long Beach among other areas in the 
House of Representatives, knows how impor-
tant teenagers are to a prosperous democ-
racy. 

‘‘Even when I was very small, I was still in-
terested in political events. I guess it was a 
natural interest,’’ said King, who is one of 
the few politicians who realizes how vital a 
role teens actually play in our government. 

In Congress right now, there are many im-
portant domestic issues that our Congress-

men vote on. Some of this legislation effects 
teens directly, and some will affect them 
later on down the road. This is why King 
feels, ‘‘Teens owe it to themselves to get in-
volved.’’ 

King has gained most of his fame in Con-
gress, by passing or being the sponsor of bills 
that directly affect teenagers. Recently, he 
was given much attention for a bill which 
would make English the official language, 
and would end bilingual education. Rep-
resentative King has always been involved in 
making important educational decisions. ‘‘I 
feel that my greatest work as a Congressman 
was done with the English bill. It has been 
one of my greatest accomplishments,’’ said 
King. 

There is a great variety of things a teen-
ager can do to make a difference in his or her 
community. Most political meetings, (school 
board, or otherwise) are held publicly. Just 
by attending a few of these meetings, you 
can become aware of what is taking place in 
your community. 

It is almost considered a fact, that most 
teenagers would rather play sports than fol-
low the nation’s political affairs. We have a 
whole slew of sports teams in LBPS, but do 
we have a Young Republican Club? Of course, 
we don’t. 

Congressman King played basketball in 
high school and boxed as well. He admits to 
never being great at these sports, but he al-
ways tried his hardest. If you ask any coach 
what makes a great athlete, he will tell you 
hard work, good thinking, and perseverance. 
It is no coincidence that when I asked Con-
gressman King what are the characteristics 
one needs to be successful in Congress, he re-
plied, ‘‘hard work, smarts, and persever-
ance.’’ 

Of all the characteristics King described, 
he felt that perseverance was the most im-
portant. He lost a race for State Attorney 
General a number of years ago. Not only did 
he lose, but he got clobbered. He lost by al-
most 1 million votes. But King kept coming 
back again, and again, and again. Now he is 
among the most powerful in Washington. 
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HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 12, 1996 

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Beverly Fiege on the occasion of her 
retirement. A teacher at both Richard Mont-
gomery High School and Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase High School, Ms. Fiege has taught 
French in the Montgomery County school sys-
tem for over 15 years. 

At Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School, Ma-
dame Fiege was beloved by her students. A 
joyful, cheerful educator, she transformed the 
learning of a language from the mundane 
memorization of grammar and vocabulary to a 
creative, enjoyable learning experience. Her 
enthusiasm for her work was undeniable to 
those who saw her teach. In addition, her re-
markable attentiveness to every one of her 
students was never forgotten by those who 
were members of her class. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for this opportunity 
to salute Beverly Fiege, an outstanding educa-
tor. 

‘‘TEENS ASSISTING SENIOR CITI-
ZENS’’ VOLUNTEERS RECOG-
NIZED 

HON. ESTEBAN EDWARD TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 12, 1996 

Mr. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join with me today in honoring and 
thanking the volunteers at Teens Assisting 
Senior Citizens [TASC], located in Pico Ri-
vera. On Friday, June 14, 1996, TASC will 
hold its annual recognition dinner to acknowl-
edge and thank the volunteers who make this 
program successful year after year. 

TASC is a program that serves the needs of 
Senior citizens while allowing local youth to 
benefit from service and involvement in the 
community. It began in 1983, with local youth 
and adult volunteers being recruited and 
trained in aging, communication, and emer-
gency management. The volunteers were then 
sent to the homes of older community mem-
bers who could benefit from help in their 
homes and sharing with youth. Volunteers pro-
vide friendly visiting, light housekeeping, shop-
ping assistance, and yard work. 

The goal of the program is to help older in-
dividuals of the community to remain inde-
pendent and avoid unnecessary or premature 
institutionalization. TASC is a program of 
Catholic Charities Aging Services Department, 
a United Way Agency, and is supported by 
funds from the city of Pico Rivera. Kiwanis of 
Pico Rivera, and private donations. 

The volunteers who deserve special rec-
ognition are: Rosa Alcocer; Lorraine 
Aldarondo; Frank Alvarez; Sergio Aguilar; Tif-
fany Avila; Adriana Bagues; Stephanie Barba; 
Cherly Bautista; Elizabeth Blanco; Omar 
Bravo; Cesar Chavez; Fabiola Chavez; Rich-
ard Chavez; Greg Cordova; Carlos 
Covarrubias; Diana De La Rosa; Araceli 
Delfin; Janice Diaz; Monique Dovalina; Mark 
Elias; Janet Gallogos; Gabriela Garcia; 
Michelle Garcia; Sandra Garcia; Ernie Gevara; 
Huge Gomez; Sally Gomez; Carolina Gon-
zalez; Matthew Heilgeist; Gia Hua; Sakina 
Hussain; Luis Jiminez; Stephanie Kary; Lendy 
Le; Tanya Lopez; Jessica Mecado; Eric 
Medrano; David Morales; Patty Morales; 
Sandy Mudry; Mary Nguyen; Fernando Or-
tega; Susana Ortega; Chantha Ouk; Priya 
Patel; Andy Perez; Richard Perez; Erin Perez; 
Carmen Ramirez; Janet Renteria; Fabiola 
Robles; Armando Rodriguez; Rocio Rodriguez; 
Yazmin Romero; Cesar Ruiz; Jennifer 
Salamat; Veronica Singh; Frances Soliz; 
Rosemary Soliz; Jesica Tapia; Andy Torres; 
Peter Ubugen; Lisa Valles; Elizabeth Vasquez; 
Michael Velasquez; Linh Vuoung, and TASC 
program director Cristina Quijada. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with pride that I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the volun-
teers in our community who have dedicated 
themselves to selfless service by participating 
in Teens Assisting Senior Citizens. 
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