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and commend him for an extraordinary
job. We will miss his strong voice on
behalf of our State’s forests and his de-
votion to protecting our natural envi-
ronment.e

——————

THE DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION
BILL

e Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I wish to
discuss the Defense authorization bill,
which passed the Senate yesterday.
The bill contains several provisions
that I have strongly advocated and
worked hard to advance.

First and foremost, the bill author-
izes funds for three military construc-
tion projects in my home State of
Delaware that will add to our military
preparedness. The first of these is a C-
5 aerial delivery facility at Dover Air
Force Base that will allow the base to
fulfill the strategic brigade airdrop
mission, enhancing Dover’s leading
role in meeting our new military re-
quirements in the post-cold war era.
Second, $12 million for new visiting of-
ficers quarters will ease a severe hous-
ing shortage at Dover and also allow
for a much-needed transportation up-
grade at the base. Third, an operations
and training complex for the Air Na-
tional Guard will improve readiness by
replacing several outdated and dilapi-
dated facilities at the Air Guard’s
headquarters at the New Castle County
Airport. I am grateful to my colleagues
on the Armed Services Committee for
including these projects, which I had
requested.

I am also pleased that the bill pro-
vides for the transfer of the last parcel
of military-controlled land at Cap Hen-
lopen to the Delaware State Park Sys-
tem, completing a long-standing
project I began when I first arrived in
the Senate.

In addition, the bill restores two im-
portant provisions that I fought hard
to include in the antiterrorism act, but
were removed by the conference com-
mittee. First, the Nunn-Lugar-Domen-
ici amendment, of which I am an origi-
nal cosponsor, gives authority to the
Armed Forces to assist local law en-
forcement, should we ever face an
emergency involving a chemical or bio-
logical weapon. The Armed Forces
alone have the capacity and equipment
to respond to such an incident. In addi-
tion, this amendment will improve our
ability to interdict weapons of mass de-
struction before they reach American
soil. It will help ensure the security of
all Americans by expanding programs
to safeguard nuclear material in the
former Soviet Union.

The second antiterrorism provision is
a Feinstein-Biden amendment to pro-
hibit the distribution of bomb-making
information on the Internet. The Sen-
ate had overwhelmingly approved this
amendment to the antiterrorism bill,
but it was not included in the final
conference report.

I am pleased that these two crucial
antiterrorism provisions are included
in the Defense authorization bill.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Another important amendment to
this bill calls for a study of the benefits
and costs of enlarging the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization to include the
new democracies of Central Europe.

While I believe that the addition of
Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic,
and Slovenia may well strengthen our
own security, that or our allies, and
that of Europe as a whole, we must un-
derstand in detail what we are under-
taking before asking these countries to
shoulder the burdens of NATO member-
ship. The mandated study will answer
the relevant questions.

Despite these significant achieve-
ments, Mr. President, I cannot support
a bill that is fiscally irresponsible. If
we are serious about balancing the
budget, no area of Government—in-
cluding defense—should be immune to
a critical review of spending.

Between 1981 and 1992, the annual
Federal deficit quadrupled—from $74
billion to $290 billion. Since 1992, the
deficit has been cut by more than
half—the Congressional Budget Office
now projects that the Federal deficit
will be about $140 billion this year,
down from $290 billion at the end of the
Bush administration.

This marks the first time in modern
budget history—since we demobilized
at the end of WWII—that the deficit
has gone down 4 years in a row.

The deficit is now less than 2 percent
of our Nation’s output—we have the
best budget record of any of the ad-
vanced industrial economies. Today,
Federal spending as a share of the
economy is the lowest it has been since
1979.

This is a record that owes a lot to the
hard choices we made in 1993 and to the
discipline it has taken to stick with
those decisions. We cannot—we must
not—put this record in jeopardy. We
certainly should not throw more
money at the Pentagon than it says it
needs.

For every dollar wasted on exotic
weapons systems that the Department
of Defense is not asking for, there is
less for crime prevention, for the infra-
structure that underpins our economy,
and for education and research that
will be the key to tomorrow’s produc-
tivity growth.

We have to balance our priorities
carefully and to use our scarce re-
sources efficiently. The Defense budget
should not become the new way to keep
old habits alive.

The overwhelming majority of the
money added to the President’s De-
fense authorization request would go
toward procurement and development
of weapons systems that the Pentagon
does not believe are necessary to en-
sure the security of the United States.
In fact, $3.8 billion of the additional
money is for programs that are not
even in the Pentagon’s long-range plan
to defend our country.

Mr. President, my distinguished col-
leagues argued for this unnecessary
spending on the grounds that the readi-
ness of our military was at stake. This
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ignores the fact that American mili-
tary readiness today is at an all-time
high.

We cannot take an additional $11.4
billion our of the pockets of the tax-
paying American people to buy air-
planes and ships we don’t need. We can-
not continue to borrow from our grand-
children’s future to pay for additional
weapons at a time we face no major
military threat. In short, we cannot af-
ford this bill.

Mr. President, I could not in good
conscience vote to spend $11.4 billion
more than the military itself believes
is necessary to defend our Nation. It is
my hope that the conferees will work
to bring down the spending in this bill
to an acceptable and responsible level,
so that at time, I can support the bill.e

THE PASSING OF ALEX
MANOOGIAN

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, it is
with great personal sadness that I note
the passing of Alex Manoogian, a high-
ly respected community leader and
businessman from Detroit, MI. Mr.
Manoogian was revered as the most in-
fluential leader in the Armenian-Amer-
ican community in Detroit and
throughout the United States.

Mr. Manoogian came to the United
States from his native Armenia in the
1920’s, and settled in Detroit shortly
thereafter. He soon founded the Masco
Corp., a small venture which by 1936
became the first company owned by an
Armenian to be listed on the stock ex-
change. He married the former Marie
Tatian, who passed away in 1992, and
was the father of a daughter, Louise,
and a son, Richard.

Mr. Manoogian was a member of the
Armenian General Benevolent Union
[AGBU] and the Knights of Vartan. By
the 1940’s he had been elected the na-
tional commander of the Knights and
director on the central board and then
president of the AGBU. In 1970, the
AGBU voted him life president, and
then in 1989 honorary life president, for
his tremendous contributions.

Under Mr. Manoogian’s leadership,
the Knights of Vartan Brotherhood es-
tablished an endowment fund through
which it donated services to the church
and other charitable, educational, and
cultural organizations. Also under his
leadership, the AGBU established the
Alex and Marie Manoogian Cultural
Foundation, which has supported the
publication and translation of many
scholarly and literary works, funded
cultural activities and provided assist-
ance to needy Armenian intellectuals
and educators throughout the world.

Mr. Manoogian was a generous man
who contributed to various hospitals,

museums, libraries, universities,
schools, and other charitable and cul-
tural organizations in the TUnited

States and around the globe. He leaves
us with many institutions throughout
the world bearing his family name.

In recognition of his international
philanthropy, Mr. Manoogian was
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