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Post No. 88 as they dedicate a memo-
rial to our Nation’s veterans. Post No.
88 undertook the creation and dedica-
tion of this war memorial to mark
their 50th anniversary. This emblem of
service will endure as a reminder of the
veterans’ sacrifice made for our lib-
erty.

On July 4, Post No. 88 dedicated a de-
militarized M60A3 tank and placed it
on permanent display at South Village
Road in Louden, NH. Joining the le-
gionnaires in this solemn occasion
were local Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts,
young musicians, local clergy, and
town leaders. The monument was dedi-
cated to the memory of those veterans
who served their country, with a spe-
cial remembrance for POW’s and
MIA’s.

Our veterans have made it possible
for us to live free in this great country.
The strong, sound granite of the memo-
rial stone, cut from our New Hamp-
shire hills, is representative of Amer-
ica’s best and bravest. The men and
women who have served this country in
the Armed Forces will be honored
through this memorial and the commu-
nity will remember their service and
their sacrifice.

This monument is just one of many
examples of the way American Legion
Post No. 88 serves their community.
Members of the post donate countless
volunteer hours, fundraising for vet-
erans’ needs, support youth education,
and assist the medically needy. Post
No. 88 has been an integral part of the
community for the past 50 years and
has served the community with dedica-
tion and with pride. I congratulate
American Legion Post No. 88 for their
service and dedication to their commu-
nity. The new war memorial is a fitting
tribute to our Nation’s veterans and
another fine example of Post No. 88’s
commitment to honoring our Armed
Forces.e

———

CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERT N.
WILENTZ

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
on July 1, an era came to an end, when
Robert N. Wilentz removed his robe for
the final time and ended a 17-year ten-
ure as chief justice of the New Jersey
Supreme Court.

During a rare interview in 1993, when
asked how the Wilentz years would be
remembered, he replied, ‘I would hope
only that they would be remembered as
years when a great court system was
kept great and when a great supreme
court was kept great.” And they will
be, due to the efforts of a truly great
man—Chief Justice Robert N. Wilentz.

Greatness is based not on what you
gain, but on what you give. And the
contributions of Justice Wilentz to the
legal profession and to the people of
New Jersey are a benchmark against
which the actions of others will be
judged. An old Latin saying notes that
justice must be fair and good; while
Justice Wilentz wore the judicial robes,
he assured both.
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He has been categorized as a liberal
activist, but that is not entirely fair,
for Justice Wilentz’s decisions were not
based on any political agenda, but on a
mixture of extraordinary intellect and
unusual compassion.

Under his direction, the New Jersey
Supreme Court achieved a mnational
reputation for innovative decisions
which often set an example for the en-
tire country. The court instructed mu-
nicipalities that they must provide
housing for low-income residents. In
separate opinions, which Wilentz au-
thored, the court recognized the ‘‘bat-
tered woman’s syndrome’ as a defense
for women charged with homicide and
made a host liable for providing alco-
hol to a guest, if the host is aware that
the guest is intoxicated and will soon
drive.

In the now famous Abbot versus
Burke decision, which ordered the
State to provide more money for city
schools, Wilentz wrote, ‘“We realize
that perhaps nothing short of substan-
tial social and economic change will
make the difference for these students,
* * %  We have concluded, however,
that even if not a cure, money will
help, and that these students are con-
stitutionally entitled to that help.”
Like all of his statements, this one
demonstrates that behind the black
robes was a daring thinker and vision-
ary jurist.

We may not agree with all of his de-
cisions, but we must recognize his de-
sire to always do what he believed to
be right, and just.

Since Chief Justice Wilentz’s ap-
pointment by Governor Brendan Byrne
in 1979, the New Jersey Supreme Court
has been involved in an extraordinary
number of such precedent setting
cases. Yet, in nearly three quarters of
these cases, the decisions were unani-
mous; this is a testament to the chief
justice’s leadership abilities.

Justice Wilentz was not only a supe-
rior jurist and leader, but a skillful ad-
ministrator. As chief justice, he tire-
lessly worked to improve the State’s
municipal court system. To enhance ef-
ficiency, he reorganized the courts into
four divisions, civil, criminal, family,
and general equity, and he divided the
appellate division into eight four judge
panels.

Under his guidance, the court insti-
tuted the New Jersey Judicial College,
the Municipal Court Judicial Con-
ference and a speedy trial program; all
have become national models. He also
created separate task forces to inves-
tigate gender bias in the court system
and to address minority concerns in-
volving the judiciary.

James Bryant Conant once re-
marked, ‘‘each walk of life, has its own
elite, its own aristocracy based on ex-
cellence of performance.”” And re-
cently, the Newark Star-Ledger con-
firmed that ‘‘his [Wilentz] record for
excellence is secure and his place in
New Jersey’s history is fixed.” I echo
that opinion. All New Jerseyans have
benefited from his leadership, his
scholarship, his statesmanship.
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Chief Justice Robert N. Wilentz will
long be remembered for his love of the
law, his reasoned eloquence and his un-
compromising commitment to social
justice. It will indeed be difficult to fill
his shoes, and his robe.

———

TRIBUTE TO MAX M. FISHER

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, Max
M. Fisher was honored last night in De-
troit at the National Republican Lead-
ership Award Dinner. Unfortunately,
votes here in the Senate prevented me
from attending. I am particularly sorry
to have missed this event because I
hold Max in the highest possible es-
teem. Max Fisher’s life exemplifies all
that is good about our Nation and our
people.

Max joined with two partners to form
his own o0il company, Aurora Gasoline,
in 1933, only 3 years after graduating
from college. He became chairman of
the board of Aurora in 1957 and went on
to serve on the board of directors of
Marathon oil in 1962. Max has served on
the board of directors of numerous cor-
porations and continues to serve on the
boards of Comerica and Sotheby’s.

I can think of no man who has done
more for his community than Max
Fisher. He has served as founding
chairman of Detroit Renaissance,
founding member and former chairman
of New Detroit, member of the board of
Sinai Hospital, and in numerous other
responsible positions helping individ-
uals and communities.

Central to Max’s philanthropic mis-
sion has been his heroic efforts on be-
half of Israel and world Jewry. He has
served as chairman of the board of gov-
ernors of the reconstituted Jewish
Agency in Jerusalem, General Chair-
man of the United Jewish Appeal,
Chairman of the Board of United Israel
Appeal, and President of the Council of
Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds.

In political life as well, Max has
made great contributions. He has been
an advisor and supporter of the last
four Republican Presidents. In addi-
tion, he has been a supporter of the Re-
publican National Committee for more
than 40 years.

We on the Republican side of the
aisle owe our own special debt to Max.
But all of America, as well as Israel
and numerous persons around the
world, owe him our thanks. With this
statement I pay tribute to a great man,
whose life’s efforts demonstrate the
awesome impact one individual can
have on his surroundings.e

——————

THE 1997 DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS BILL

e Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, yester-
day the Senate completed action on
the fiscal year 1997 Defense appropria-
tions bill. This is one of the most im-
portant annual appropriations bills and
the largest; by itself it consumes about
half of all discretionary spending. I had
deep concerns about the bill because it
added more than $10 billion to the
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