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that DOE can reprogram those leftover
funds as the need arises, sometimes on
projects completely unrelated to the
original intent of Congress.

In the current budget climate at
present, it seems to me this accounting
procedure may be flawed, and as we
work toward balancing our books and
exercise congressional prerogatives in
terms of directing how these leftover
funds are used, these unneeded carry-
over funds should be used for deficit re-
duction or at least to ease shortfalls
that can occur in the otherwise austere
budget climate.

I would ask the chairman if we could
work together to resolve this matter.
As a member of both the Committee on
National Security and the Committee
on Science, I would welcome the oppor-
tunity to work with my colleagues on
the Committee on Appropriation on
this issue.

Mr. MYERS of Indiana. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. TANNER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Indiana.

Mr. MYERS of Indiana. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank the gentleman for bring-
ing this to our attention. The commit-
tee is quite concerned about this prob-
lem. We have been concerned for quite
some time, have tried to identify just
how much there are in some of these
unobligated funds. Most appropriations
are good for just 1 year. Sometimes in
defense they go a little longer, but we
are deeply concerned about the same
problems and share your concern. We
get a different figure from DOE when
we ask for it, but we share your con-
cern and would be pleased to work with
you and the other authorizing commit-
tee members in making certain we try
to tie up this loose end.

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Chairman, re-
claiming my time, I appreciate that be-
cause I am concerned about the fund-
ing levels in the decontamination and
decommissioning account, which funds
environmental cleanup and decon-
tamination and decommissioning ac-
tivities at the Portsmouth, OH, Padu-
cah, KY, and Oak Ridge, TN gaseous
diffusion plants, plants, and the non-
defense environmental restoration and
waste management account.

GAO, I would note, identifies more
than $40 million in leftover unneeded
funds to cancel construction projects
funded in the environmental and waste
management account.

May I ask if the chairman believes
that at least a portion of these carry-
over funds could be used to fund needed
projects in the decontamination and
decommissioning account and the non-
defense energy restoration and waste
management account?

Mr. MYERS of Indiana. Mr. Chair-
man, if the gentleman would continue
to yield, again we share his concern
about this and we are trying to mon-
itor this as closely as we can because
this is one of the most rapidly growing
accounts that we have and it will con-
tinue to be a problem for us. So we
have to make sure every dollar is used

effectively. We share the gentleman’s
concern and will be glad to work with
him.

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Chairman, I appre-
ciate the service that both the gentle-
men have rendered, and I thank the
chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will
rise informally.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. (Mr.
TORKILDSEN) assumed the chair.
f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 3734. An act to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to section 201(a)(1) of the con-
current resolution on the budget for fiscal
year 1997.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 3734) ‘‘An Act to provide
for reconciliation pursuant to section
201(a)(1) of the concurrent resolution
on the budget for fiscal year 1997,’’ re-
quests a conference with the House on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses
thereon, and appoints from the Com-
mittee on the Budget: Mr. DOMENICI,
Mr. NICKLES, Mr. GRAMM, Mr. EXON,
and Mr. HOLLINGS; from the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry: Mr. LUGAR, Mr. HELMS, Mr.
COCHRAN, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. HEFLIN, and Mr. HARKIN; from the
Committee on Finance: Mr. ROTH, Mr.
CHAFEE, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr.
SIMPSON, Mr. MOYNIHAN, Mr. BRADLEY,
Mr. PRYOR, and Mr. ROCKEFELLER; and
from the Committee on Labor and
Human Resources: Mrs. KASSEBAUM
and Mr. DODD, to be the conferees on
the part of the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Committee will resume its sitting.
f

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
1997

The Committee resumed its sitting.
Mr. MYERS of Indiana. Mr. Chair-

man, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr.
KNOLLENBERG].

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Chairman,
I thank the gentleman from Indiana for
yielding me this time, and I appreciate
all the work he has done, particularly
on this bill, but also the staff, my staff
and the committee’s staff. They
worked hard and have done an out-
standing job.

There are several things I want to
talk about, but to be very brief about
this, I want to focus on the fact that in
this appropriations bill, like any other
appropriations bill, we did not simply
spread the pain evenly among the pro-
grams in our jurisdiction. Instead, we
prioritized spending program by pro-
gram based on their efficiency and na-
tional importance.

I would just tell my colleagues that I
am encouraged by the committee’s
foresight to fund the basic research and
development programs at the budget
request level. Furthermore, the com-
mittee has reduced funding for those
programs that simply give subsidies to
corporations for product development.
We have all heard of corporate welfare,
and it seems to be in defiance of a free
and open market. The market is the
best indicator, of course, of the value
of a product.

Programs such as the international
solar energy program and the renew-
able energy production incentive pro-
gram are an example, I believe, of the
Federal Government defying the mar-
ket by holding otherwise noncompeti-
tive corporations afloat with Federal
subsidies.

I want to talk about important item
which, frankly, is a concern I think of
everybody. It is the environmental
waste end of things where we spend
something over $6 billion. If we look at
the BEMR report, which was produced
to give us an example of when this
would come to an end, they are talking
about the end of the next century.
That is simply not acceptable.

I am glad to see we have report lan-
guage now that will give us a program
to get on track and it expresses the
committee’s strong views, and also, I
believe, DOE’s, in terms of bringing to
closure these sites around the country.

In the report language for fiscal year
1998, the bill, and I certainly want to
thank the gentleman from Indiana,
Chairman MYERS, and the ranking
member, the gentleman from Alabama,
Mr. BEVILL, and all the committee for
their work on this, we have in place a
project closure fund.

It means simply this. The committee
then directs the Department of Energy
to include in its budget request to Con-
gress an account designated as the
project closure fund. As the report in-
dicates, the purpose of a closure
project is within a fixed period of time
to clean up and decommission a former
defense nuclear facility, or portion
thereof, and to make the facility safe
by stabilizing, consolidating, and re-
moving special nuclear materials from
the facility.

The site contractor must dem-
onstrate and validate several criteria,
including a project completion date,
within 10 years of application. That is
a lot shorter than the end of the next
century. The amount of funding to be
set aside for the project closure fund is
10 percent of the total defense EM Pro-
gram. This funding would be available
to site contractors who meet the cri-
teria on a competitive basis.

The project closure fund is the type
of program that can save the EM from
becoming a century long spending fi-
asco. What we need and what the
project closure fund provides is a re-
sponsible, manageable cleanup pro-
gram to bring closure to the EM Pro-
gram and free up the Department of
Energy’s largest fiscal expenditure for
budget deficit reduction.
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