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U.S. SENATE,
OFFICE OF THE MAJORITY LEADER,
Washington, DC, September 6, 1996.
President WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON,
The White House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I am writing to ask
your cooperation and support for Senate ef-
forts to obtain information and documents
directly relevant to our consideration of the
Chemical Weapons Convention.

As you know, the Senate is currently
scheduled to consider the Convention on or
before September 14, 1996 under a unanimous
consent agreement reached on June 28, 1996.
Immediately prior to the Senate agreement
on the Convention, I stated, ‘“With respect to
the Chemical Weapons Convention, the Ma-
jority Leader and the Democratic Leader
will make every effort to obtain from the ad-
ministration such facts and documents as re-
quested by the Chairman and ranking mem-
ber of the Foreign Relations Committee, in
order to pursue its work and hearings needed
to develop a complete record for the Senate

I regret to inform you that your adminis-
tration has not been fully cooperative in
Senate efforts to obtain critical information.
Chairman Helms wrote to you on June 21,
1996—prior to the Senate setting a date for a
vote on the Convention—and asked eight
specific questions. Chairman Helms also re-
quested the provision and declassification of
documents and a cable relating to critical
issues of Russian compliance with existing
chemical weapons arms control agreements
and with the Chemical Weapons Convention.

On July 26, 1996, having received no re-
sponse to his earlier letter, Chairman Helms
reiterated his earlier request and asked addi-
tional questions concerning the apparent
Russian decision to unilaterally end imple-
mentation of the 1990 U.S.-Russian Bilateral
Destruction Agreement on chemical weap-
ons. Chairman Helms also asked for specific
information and documents concerning Rus-
sian conditions for ratification of the Chem-
ical Weapons Convention, as well as other in-
formation important to our consideration of
the Convention. While Chairman Helms did
receive responses to his letters on July 31
and on August 13, his request for declas-
sification of documents was refused and the
answers to many of his questions were in-
complete.

During a Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence hearing on June 17, 1996, Senator
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Kyl asked for a specific document—a cable
written in Bonn, Germany by Arms Control
and Disarmament Agency (ACDA) Director
Holum concerning current Russian govern-
ment positions on the Bilateral Destruction
Agreement, ratification of the Chemical
Weapons Convention and on U.S. assistance
for the destruction of Russian chemical
weapons. On numerous occasions, Senator
Kyl was told the document did not exist. Fi-
nally, on July 26, Senator Kyl was able to see
a redacted version of the document under
tightly controlled circumstances but the
document has not been made available to
Chairman Helms or other Senators.

Mr. President, the unanimous consent
agreement of June 28, 1996, was entered into
in good faith, and based on our under-
standing that the administration could and
would be fully forthcoming in the provision
of information and documents to enable the
Senate to fulfill its constitutional respon-
sibilities. Numerous judgements of the
United States intelligence community de-
serve as wide a circulation as possible—par-
ticularly since they are distinctly different
than some public statements made by offi-
cials of your Administration concerning the
Convention.

Accordingly, I respectfully request that
you reconsider your refusal to declassify
critical documents and consider the declas-
sification of important intelligence commu-
nity judgments—consistent with the need to
protect intelligence sources and methods.
Specifically, I request that you act imme-
diately to declassify the May 21, 1996, cable
written by ACDA Director Holum and the
July 8, 1996, letter from Russian Prime Min-
ister Chernomyrdin to Vice-President Gore,
and consider immediate declassification of
the paragraphs from which the attached
statements are excerpted—all drawn from
documents produced by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency and the Defense Intelligence
Agency on the Russian chemical weapons
program, the verifiability of the Chemical
Weapons Convention, the effect of the Con-
vention on the chemical weapons arsenals of
rogue states, and the relevance of the Con-
vention to acts of terrorism committed with
chemical weapons.

I make these requests to enable the Senate
to fully prepare for its consideration of the
Chemical Weapons Convention. I am certain
you would agree it is necessary for the Sen-
ate to have complete and usable information
in order to fulfill our constitutional obliga-
tions and to responsibly meet the terms of
the current unanimous consent agreement.
Because the unanimous consent agreement
calls for the Senate to vote on the Chemical
Weapons Convention by September 14, 1996, I
respectfully request that you respond to my
declassification requests no later than the
close of business on Tuesday, September 10,
1996. With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
TRENT LOTT.

————————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

September 9, 1996

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:32 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
amendments of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 2428) to encourage the donation
of food and grocery products to non-
profit organizations for distribution to
needy individuals by giving the Model
Good Samaritan Food Donation Act
the full force and effect of law.

———————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-3919. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, two
rules including a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives,” (RIN2120-A64, 2120-AF36) re-
ceived on September 3, 1996; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-3920. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, three
rules including a rule entitled ‘‘Safety
Zone,” (RIN2115-AA97, 2115-AE46) received on
September 3, 1996; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-3921. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, four
rules including a rule entitled ‘‘Pilot State
Highway Program,” (RIN2127-AF94, 2127-
AF17, 2115-AE9%4, 2115-AA97) received on Sep-
tember 5, 1996; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-3922. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, twen-
ty-two rules including a rule entitled ‘‘Air-
worthiness Directives,” (RIN2120-AA64, 2120-
AAG5, 2120-AA66) received on September 5,
1996; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-3923. A communication from the Man-
aging Director of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘“Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations’ (received on Sep-
tember 4, 1996); to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-3924. A communication from the Man-
aging Director of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘““Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations’ (received on Sep-
tember 4, 1996); to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-3925. A communication from the Man-
aging Director of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘“Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations’ (received on Sep-
tember 4, 1996); to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-3926. A communication from the Man-
aging Director of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘“Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations’ (received on Sep-
tember 4, 1996); to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-3927. A communication from the Man-
aging Director of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report of a rule under the Tele-
communications Act of 1996 (received on Au-
gust 29, 1996); to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.
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