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receiving Federal means-test benefits except
emergency medical services. Yet, this bill also
contains provisions that are so shortsighted
and so narrow-minded that it literally boggles
the mind.

Mr. Speaker, the HIV provisions should be
stricken from this legislation. They should be
stricken because they are, first and foremost,
blatantly discriminatory. They would also
produce a dangerous Federal policy of allow-
ing HIV-positive individuals from roaming the
streets and neighborhoods of our cities and
towns without detection and without treatment.
This provision is also wrong because it vio-
lates our own Rules of the House that con-
fines conferees to the differences contained in
the bill and not allow them to attach any items
they wish. Finally, this provision should be de-
feated because it is inconsistent with an ear-
lier vote, when the House and the other body
overwhelmingly decided to separate legal im-
migration reform from the bill.

Mr. Speaker, with all this said, I respectfully
urge my colleagues to vote for the motion to
recommit. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
move the previous question on the con-
ference report.

The previous question was ordered.
The conference report was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the conference report on H.R.
3259.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2202,
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION REFORM
AND IMMIGRANT RESPONSIBIL-
ITY ACT OF 1996
Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-

tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 528 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 528
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 2202) to amend the Immigration and
Nationality Act to improve deterrence of il-
legal immigration to the United States by
increasing border patrol and investigative
personnel, by increasing penalties for alien
smuggling and for document fraud, by re-
forming exclusion and deportation law and
procedures, by improving the verification
system for eligibility for employment, and
through other measures, to reform the legal
immigration system and facilitate legal en-
tries into the United States, and for other
purposes. All points of order against the con-
ference report and against its consideration
are waived. The conference report shall be
considered as read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DRIER] is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the
gentleman from Woodland Hills, CA
[Mr. BEILENSON], pending which, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
All time yielded is for the purpose of
debate only.

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, illegal im-
migration is a major problem that ex-
ists in this country, and nearly every
one of us knows it. In my State of Cali-
fornia, this may be the single most im-
portant law and order issue we have
faced in a generation. Three million il-
legal immigrants enter the country
each year, 300,000 to stay here perma-
nently. More live in California than in
any other State. In 3 years, that is
enough people, Mr. Speaker, to create a
city the size of San Francisco.

Mr. Speaker, it is increasingly clear
that this Congress is dedicated to re-
sults. I believe results are what the
American people want from their rep-
resentatives here in Washington, both
in Congress and at the White House.
When there is a national problem like
illegal immigration, they want action.
Today, with this bill that we are con-
sidering that was crafted so expertly
by chairman of the subcommittee, the
gentleman from Texas, [Mr. LAMAR
SMITH], we are giving them a response.
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Mr. Speaker, back in the 19th cen-
tury, the German practitioner of poli-
tics Otto von Bismarck made a very fa-
mous statement, with which we are all
very familiar, that people should not
watch sausage or laws being made.

That dictum has never been more
true than in looking at what has taken
place over the past couple of years.
Under the barrage of 18 months and
tens of millions of dollars of special in-
terest attack ads, as well as the politi-
cal rhetoric that came along with Con-
gress changing hands for the first time
in four decades, Washington has not
presented a pretty picture to the Amer-
ican people.

But look beyond the rhetoric, the
soundbites, and the smokescreens, Mr.
Speaker. Look at the results. We have
gotten bipartisan welfare reform, bi-
partisan telecommunications reform,
bipartisan health insurance reform, a
line-item veto measure that passed
with bipartisan support, environmental
protections that have had bipartisan
support, and now a major illegal immi-
gration bill that also enjoys tremen-
dous bipartisan support. In each case,
the final product from this Congress
has been a major accomplishment
where past Congresses have unfortu-
nately produced failure.

Mr. Speaker, in California, illegal
immigration is a problem in its own
right, but it is also a factor that con-
tributes to other problems. It under-
mines job creation by taxing local re-

sources, it threatens wage gains by
supplying undocumented labor, it has
been a major factor in public school
overcrowding, forcing nearly $2 billion
in State and local resources to be spent
each year educating illegal immigrants
rather than California’s children.

As with other major national prob-
lems, the American people want re-
sults, not rhetoric, as I was saying.
H.R. 2202 fills that bill. It is not per-
fect. There are Members of this House
who spent years trying to address ille-
gal immigration who think that the
bill could be better, and I am one who
thinks that this bill could be better.
This conference report is not the an-
swer to all of our problems.

However, that is not a fair test, and
it is not the test that the American
people want us to use. People do not
want us to kill good results in the
name of perfection. There is no ques-
tion that this conference report, filled
with bipartisan proposals to improve
the fight against illegal immigration,
should pass, and pass with broad bipar-
tisan support, as I am sure it will.

The bill dramatically improves bor-
der enforcement, fights document
fraud and targets alien smuggling,
makes it easier to deport illegal immi-
grants, creates a much needed pilot
program to get at the problem of ille-
gal immigrants filling jobs, and makes
clear that illegal immigrants do not
qualify for welfare programs. Together,
Mr. Speaker, this is not just a good
first step; it takes us a good way to-
ward our goal of ending this very seri-
ous problem of illegal immigration.

Mr. Speaker, I must note that the
104th Congress did not just come
around to this problem at the end of
the session. This important bill only
adds to other accomplishments, other
results.

Congress tripled funding, Federal
funding, to $500 million to reimburse
States like California for the cost of
housing felons in State prisons if they
are illegal aliens. The remarkable fact
is that we are 1 week from the close of
fiscal year 1996 and the Clinton admin-
istration has not distributed $1 in fis-
cal year 1996 money to States like Cali-
fornia.

The welfare reform bill, signed by the
President, disqualified illegal immi-
grants from all Federal and State wel-
fare programs and empowered State
welfare agencies to report illegals to
the INS. Congress also created a $3.5
billion Federal fund to reimburse our
hospitals for the cost of emergency
health care to illegals, only to see that
provision die due to a Presidential
veto.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I must add that
promoting economic growth and stabil-
ity in Mexico, in particular, whether
through implementing the North
American Free Trade Agreement or
working with our neighbor to avoid a
financial collapse that would create
untold economic refugees on our
Southern border is critical to the suc-
cess of our fight against illegal immi-
gration. We want to do what we can to
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