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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans’ Com-
pensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of
1996’’.
SEC. 2. INCREASE IN COMPENSATION RATES AND

LIMITATIONS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) The Secretary of Veter-

ans Affairs shall, as provided in paragraph (2),
increase, effective December 1, 1996, the rates of
and limitations on Department of Veterans Af-
fairs disability compensation and dependency
and indemnity compensation.

(2) The Secretary shall increase each of the
rates and limitations in sections 1114, 1115(1),
1162, 1311, 1313, and 1314 of title 38, United
States Code, that were increased by the amend-
ments made by the Veterans’ Compensation
Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 1995 (Public
Law No. 104–57; 109 Stat. 555). This increase
shall be made in such rates and limitations as in
effect on November 30, 1996, and shall be by the
same percentage that benefit amounts payable
under title II of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are increased effective Decem-
ber 1, 1996, as a result of a determination under
section 215(i) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 415(i)).

(b) SPECIAL RULE.—The Secretary may adjust
administratively, consistent with the increases
made under subsection (a)(2), the rates of dis-
ability compensation payable to persons within
the purview of section 10 of Public Law 85–857
(72 Stat. 1263) who are not in receipt of com-
pensation payable pursuant to chapter 11 of
title 38, United States Code.

(c) PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT.—At the same
time as the matters specified in section
215(i)(2)(D) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
415(i)(2)(D)) are required to be published by rea-
son of a determination made under section 215(i)
of such Act during fiscal year 1996, the Sec-
retary shall publish in the Federal Register the
rates and limitations referred to in subsection
(a)(2) as increased under this section.

The title was amended so as to read:
To increase, effective as of December 1,

1996, the rates of disability compensation for
veterans with service-connected disabilities
and the rates of dependency and indemnity
compensation for survivors of certain serv-
ice-connected disabled veterans, and for
other purposes.
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WILDLIFE SUPPRESSION
AIRCRAFT TRANSFER ACT OF 1996

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Armed Services
Committee be discharged from S. 2078
and, further, that the Senate proceed
to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 2078) to authorize the sale of ex-

cess Department of Defense aircraft to facili-
tate the suppression of wildfire.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

AMENDMENT NO. 5406

(Purpose: To authorize the sale of excess De-
partment of Defense aircraft to facilitate
the suppression of wildfire)
Mr. LOTT. Senator KEMPTHORNE has

an amendment at the desk. I ask for its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LOTT]
for Mr. KEMPTHORNE, for himself, Mr. BINGA-
MAN, Mr. CRAIG and Mr. KYL proposes an
amendment numbered 5406.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that further reading of
the amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This act may be cited as the ‘‘Wildfire Sup-
pression Aircraft Transfer Act of 1996’’.
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY TO SELL AIRCRAFT AND

PARTS FOR WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION
PURPOSES.

(a) AUTHORITY.—(1) Notwithstanding sec-
tion 202 of the Federal Property and Admin-
istrative Services Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C. 483)
and subject to subsections (b) and (c), the
Secretary of Defense may, during the period
beginning on October 1, 1996, and ending on
September 30, 2000, sell the aircraft and air-
craft parts referred to in paragraph (2) to
persons or entities that contract with the
Federal Government for the delivery of fire
retardant by air in order to suppress wild-
fire.

(2) Paragraph (1) applies to aircraft and
aircraft parts of the Department of Defense
that are determined by the Secretary to be—

(A) excess to the needs of the Department;
and

(B) acceptable for commercial sale.
(b) CONDITIONS OF SALE.—Aircraft and air-

craft parts sold under subsection (a)—
(1) may be used only for the provision of

airtanker services for wildfire suppression
purposes; and

(2) may not be flown or otherwise removed
from the United States unless dispatched by
the National Interagency Fire Center in sup-
port of an international agreement to assist
in wildfire suppression efforts or for other
purposes jointly approved by the Secretary
of Defense and the Secretary of Agriculture
in writing in advance.

(c) CERTIFICATION OF PERSONS AND ENTI-
TIES.—The Secretary of Defense may sell air-
craft and aircraft parts to a person or entity
under subsection (a) only if the Secretary of
Agriculture certifies to the Secretary of De-
fense, in writing, before the sale that the
person or entity is capable of meeting the
terms and conditions of a contract to deliver
fire retardant by air.

(d) REGULATIONS.—(1) As soon as prac-
ticable after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall, in
consultation with the Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Administrator of General
Services, prescribe regulations relating to
the sale of aircraft and aircraft parts under
this section.

(2) The regulations shall—
(A) ensure that the sale of the aircraft and

aircraft parts is made at fair market value
(as determined by the Secretary of Defense)
and, to the extent practicable, on a competi-
tive basis;

(B) require a certification by the purchaser
that the aircraft and aircraft parts will be
used only in accordance with the conditions
set forth in subsection (b);

(C) establish appropriate means of verify-
ing and enforcing the use of the aircraft and
aircraft parts by the purchaser and other end
users in accordance with the conditions set
forth in subsections (b) and (e); and

(D) ensure, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, that the Secretary consults with the
Administrator of General Services and with
the heads of appropriate departments and
agencies of the Federal Government regard-

ing alternative requirements for such air-
craft and aircraft parts before the sale of
such aircraft and aircraft parts under this
section.

(e) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
The Secretary of Defense may require such
other terms and conditions in connection
with each sale of aircraft and aircraft parts
under this section as the Secretary considers
appropriate for such sale. Such terms and
conditions shall meet the requirements of
the regulations prescribed under subsection
(d).

(f) REPORT.—Not later than March 31, 2000,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate
and the Committee on National Security of
the House of Representatives a report on the
Secretary’s exercise of authority under this
section. The report shall set forth—

(1) the number and type of aircraft sold
under the authority, and the terms and con-
ditions under which the aircraft were sold;

(2) the persons or entities to which the air-
craft were sold; and

(3) an accounting of the current use of the
aircraft sold.

(g) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
may be construed as affecting the authority
of the Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration under any other provision of
law.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the amendment be
agreed to, that the bill be deemed read
a third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements relating to the
bill be printed at the appropriate place
in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 5406) was agreed
to.

The bill (S. 2078), as amended, was
deemed read the third time and passed.
f

SETTLEMENT OF THE NAVAJO-
HOPI LAND DISPUTE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the consideration of cal-
endar No. 582, S. 1973.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 1973) to provide for the settle-

ment of the Navajo-Hopi land dispute, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill which
had been reported from the Committee
on Indian Affairs, with an amendment
to strike all after the enacting clause
and inserting in lieu thereof the follow-
ing:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Navajo-Hopi
Land Dispute Settlement Act of 1996’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that—
(1) it is in the public interest for the Tribe,

Navajos residing on the Hopi Partitioned Lands,
and the United States to reach a peaceful reso-
lution of the longstanding disagreements be-
tween the parties under the Act commonly
known as the ‘‘Navajo-Hopi Land Settlement
Act of 1974’’ (Public Law 93–531; 25 U.S.C. 640d
et seq.);
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