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humor, with a keen insight into how to
get things done in the U.S. Congress,
and with a great deal of integrity.

He has reflected credit on the U.S.
Senate and on the State of Mississippi,
and I congratulate him very sincerely.
I thank him for the honor of serving
with him as his colleague from our
State.

Mr. LOTT addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader.
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I thank my

distinguished senior colleague from the
State of Mississippi for his comments
this afternoon, and I thank him also
for the relationship we have had to-
gether in Congress now over the last 24
years. We were in the House together,
I believe, for 6 years, and then he came
to the Senate in 1978. We continued to
work together across the Capitol, and
it was my great honor to join him in
this body beginning in January 1989.

It has been a great relationship, one
that I treasure very much. We not only
enjoy working together on behalf of
our State, I enjoy his company, and we
quite often have lunch together. I have
sidled in next to him in that historic
desk he has as the senior Senator from
Mississippi, and we talk about our fam-
ilies, our wives, our football team, our
future and our country, and I enjoy it
always. We even tell a few stories, a
few Mississippi jokes along the way to
each other, but more than anything
else, when the going gets rough, when I
want real serious, steady, reliable ad-
vice given to me straight up, I go to
my Senator from Mississippi who I
work with from our delegation, and he
gives me very good advice.

He has been a member of the leader-
ship of the Senate now for many years.
He has done an excellent job as chair-
man of our Republican conference. He
is in our leadership meetings, and in-
variably, again, his advice and counsel
is very good, and it is worth listening
to. I found when I listen to it, I do OK,
and when I don’t, I usually mess up
some way or the other.

I thank him for his comments today,
but I also thank him for the fine rela-
tionship we have. We will continue to
work together for our State and our
country, and I look forward to that op-
portunity.

I yield the floor, Mr. President, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

CHANGE OF VOTE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, on Septem-
ber 26, the Senate failed to override the
President’s veto of a bill to ban a pro-
cedure known commonly as partial-
birth abortion. Toward the end of that

rollcall vote No. 301, I changed my vote
to nay. At the time, I am sure all my
colleagues realized why I did so. I im-
mediately entered a motion to recon-
sider the vote by which the veto was
sustained. In order to be able to make
that motion to reconsider, it was, of
course, necessary for me to cast my
vote on the prevailing side. It was, in-
deed, my intention to return to the
motion to reconsider the override vote,
in the hope that continued public dis-
cussion and consideration might cause
some of our colleagues to rethink their
position and, in fact, vote to override
the President’s veto of the partial-
birth abortion ban.

But the 104th Congress has run out of
time, and it has been clear that no con-
structive purpose would have been
served by yet another vote. While I am
sure some Senators are having some se-
rious second thoughts about that vote,
there has been no indication that there
has been a sufficient number change to
reverse that earlier vote on the over-
ride.

I therefore ask unanimous consent to
withdraw my motion to reconsider roll-
call No. 301 and that the permanent
RECORD of the 104th Congress note my
intention to be included with the 57
other Senators who voted to override
President Clinton’s veto of the partial-
birth abortion ban.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Let me say just a few
words about the partial-birth abortion
issue.

This is a matter that has touched the
conscience of America. I note that, on
both sides of the aisle, there are now
several pro-choice Members who sup-
port the ban on partial-birth abortions.

I will not soon forget the dramatic
moment when Senator COATS read the
letter from our Coloradan colleague,
Senator CAMPBELL, written from his
hospital bed, telling us he would vote
to override the veto, even though he
supports abortion rights.

This is clearly an issue that will not
go away. Indeed, I anticipate early ac-
tion on it in the 105th Congress. By
which time, continuing public edu-
cation about the partial-birth proce-
dure will, I believe, change many con-
gressional minds.

Here is just on example. Most of the
debate on both sides of this issue, has
concentrated on the use of partial-
birth abortion in late-term preg-
nancies. That may, indeed, be the most
shocking aspect.

But interviews with abortion doctors
by the Washington Post, the American
Medical News, and the Bergen County,
N.J., Record reveal that the great ma-
jority of partial-birth abortions—thou-
sands every year—are performed in the
fifth and sixth months of pregnancy.
And almost all of them are performed
for entirely nonmedical reasons.

When President Clinton vetoed the
partial-birth abortion ban, he sug-
gested an alternative. It turns out that
his alternative would be, in practical

terms, nothing more than the status
quo.

In the first place, it would not ban a
single one of the thousands of partial-
birth abortions performed in the sec-
ond trimester of pregnancy.

In the second place, its ‘‘serious
health’’ loophole, as ‘‘health’’ has been
interpreted by the courts, would render
meaningless restrictions even in the
last months of pregnancy.

When the Senate returns to this issue
in 1997, as indeed it must, I hope we
will find sufficient unity to ban the
partial-birth procedure at all stages of
pregnancy.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll.
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR WILLIAM
COHEN

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, earlier
today the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee had a hearing. It happened to be
that the Secretary of Defense and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
were our principal witnesses, and the
subject was the ongoing controversy in
Bosnia.

Seated next to me, as he has been for
these many years of joint service on
that committee, was Senator BILL
COHEN. It is hard for me to express in
words my respect for this great Amer-
ican and this great U.S. Senator, a man
who truly is a global thinker. And
today he was as profound and as inci-
sive as he has been for all these years
that I have been privileged to serve
with him on the Armed Services Com-
mittee.

He has occupied, somewhere in this
area of the Senate floor, the chair that
he has selected for Maine. But Maine’s
chair is the chair for the United States
of America when it comes to the mat-
ter of national security, foreign policy.

We may have differed on some occa-
sions, but more often we have been to-
gether. And he has been a fearless
speaker, an absolutely fearless speaker
and advocate for what he believes is
best for the United States and, indeed,
the world.

We have taken trips together. I have
seen him in the presence of world lead-
ers, heads of State, heads of Govern-
ment, and within moments after enter-
ing a room, whether it is Europe, Asia,
or the Middle East, he is greeted and
accepted and listened to as an equal.

He is a very hard worker, diligent in
his representation for his State, a pro-
digious student of history. But he al-
ways found time, Mr. President, he al-
ways found time to spread his great in-
tellect on the written pages of books,
be they novels, or, more importantly,
for this Senator, be they poems. Lucky
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