HB80

record and to take counsel with them-
selves and their sense of propriety
about the actions and the ethics of the
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and then they cast their vote,
rather than to be able to say to their
constituents, well, | voted, and then |
was able to read the report.

There is nobody in America that be-
lieves that that is the way that we
should conduct the public’s business.
The public’s business should be con-
ducted openly and it should be con-
ducted in a forthright fashion. What we
are witnessing over the past several
days is an effort to shut down both the
ability of the press, the ability of the
public, and the ability of the Members
of Congress to have access to that in-
formation to make an informed judg-
ment on behalf of the Congress and on
behalf of our constituents.

THE ETHICS CASE PENDING
AGAINST SPEAKER GINGRICH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. BOEHNER] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from California just finished
talking about the ethics case that is
currently pending against the Speaker
of the House.

Over a week ago, in a bipartisan fash-
ion, the members of the Ethics Com-
mittee, five Democrats and five Repub-
licans, came to an agreement that this
case would be completed on or before
January 21st of this year and that the
case would be brought to the floor of
the House before then. That was an
agreement made by the 10 members of
the Ethics Committee. | think what
happened earlier this week when the
House reorganized itself is that we con-
firmed that agreement.

Subsequent to then, members of half
of the committee, the Democrat side,
have decided that they need more time.
We believe that that agreement should
in fact be kept. Further, the committee
agreed yesterday that for the first time
in the history of the Congress, that
there would be an open hearing on an
ethics case, primarily because the
Speaker of the House, the gentleman
from Georgia [Mr. GINGRICH], agreed to
do that. So next week there will be up
to 5 days of open hearings for the
American people to watch on C-Span,
other media outlets, to see the facts.

The Ethics Committee here in the
Congress, in the process that they fol-
low, is really bifurcated. Over the last
6 months there has been a subcommit-
tee of the Ethics Committee look at
the Gingrich case, two Democrats and
two Republicans. The Speaker has vol-
untarily turned over over 50,000 pages
of information to the committee. This
subcommittee has done its work in a
bipartisan fashion. It is the sub-
committee that is going to now report
to the full committee its findings.
They have issued a preliminary report
outlining their findings to the Mem-
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bers and to the full Ethics Committee.
So next week there will be ample op-
portunity for all of the Members and
the American people to understand the
facts about the case if they need to
know any more than what they have
already heard.

| think that by January 21 the House
will be in a position to make a decision
on how to proceed from there.

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON RULES
105TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Liv-
INGSTON). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from New York
[Mr. SoLomMON] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 2(a)(3) of rule Xl of the
rules of the House, and rule 1(d) of the
rules of the Committee on Rules, the
following are the rules of the Commit-
tee on Rules for the 105th Congress,
adopted at its organizational meeting
on January 8, 1997:

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON RULES, U.S.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 105TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) The rules of the House are the rules of
the Committee and its subcommittees so far
as applicable, except that a motion to recess
from day to day, and a motion to dispense
with the first reading (in full) of a bill or res-
olution, if printed copies are available, are
non-debatable motions of high privilege in
the Committee. A proposed investigative or
oversight report shall be considered as read
if it has been available to the members of the
Committee for at least 24 hours (excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holidays except
when the House is in session on such day).

(b) Each subcommittee is a part of the
Committee, and is subject to the authority
and direction of the Committee and to its
rules so far as applicable.

(c) The provisions of clause 2 of rule XI of
the rules of the House are incorporated by
reference as the rules of the Committee to
the extent applicable.

(d) The Committee’s rules shall be pub-
lished in the Congressional Record not later
than 30 days after the Committee is elected
in each odd-numbered year.

RULE 2.—REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL
MEETINGS

Regular meetings

(a)(1) The Committee shall regularly meet
at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday of each week when
the House in session.

(2) A regular meeting of the Committee
may be dispensed with if, in the judgment of
the Chairman of the Committee (hereinafter
in these rules referred to as the ‘“‘Chair”),
there is no need for the meeting.

(3) Additional regular meetings and hear-
ings of the Committee may be called by the
Chair.

Notice for regular meetings

(b) The Chair shall notify each member of
the Committee of the agenda of each regular
meeting of the Committee at least 48 hours
before the time of the meeting and shall pro-
vide to each member of the Committee, at
least 24 hours before the time of each regular
meeting.

(1) for each bill or resolution scheduled on
the agenda for consideration of a rule, a copy
of

(A) the bill or resolution,
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(B) any committee reports thereon, and

(C) any letter requesting a rule of the bill
or resolution; and

(2) for each other bill, resolution, report, or
other matter on the agenda a copy of—

(A) the bill, resolution, report, or mate-
rials relating to the other matter in ques-
tion;

and

(B) any report on the bill, resolution, re-
port, or any other matter made by any sub-
committee of the Committee.

Emergency meeting

(c)(1) The Chair may call an emergency
meeting of the Committee at any time on
any measure or matter which the Chair de-
termines to be of an emergency nature; pro-
vided, however, that the Chair has made an
effort to consult the ranking minority mem-
ber, or, in such member’s absence, the next
ranking minority party members of the
Committee.

(2) As soon as possible after calling an
emergency meeting of the Committee, the
Chair shall notify each member of the Com-
mittee of the time and location of the meet-
ing.

(93) To the extent feasible, the notice pro-
vided under paragraph (2) shall include the
agenda for the emergency meeting and cop-
ies of available materials which would other-
wise have been provided under subsection (b)
if the emergency meeting was a regular
meeting.

Special meetings

(d) Special meetings shall be called and
convened as provided in clause 2(c)(2) of rule
X1 of the Rules of the House.

RULE 3.—MEETING AND HEARING PROCEDURES
In general

(a)(1) Meetings and hearings of the Com-
mittee shall be called to order and presided
over by the Chair or, in the Chair’s absence,
by the member designated by the Chair as
the Vice Chair of the Committee, or by the
ranking majority member of the Committee
present as Acting Chair.

(2) Meetings and hearings of the committee
shall be open to the public unless closed in
accordance with clause 2(g) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives.

(3) Any meeting or hearing of the Commit-
tee that is open to the public shall be open
to coverage by television, radio, and still
photography in accordance with the provi-
sions of clause 3 of the House rule XI (which
are incorporated by reference as part of
these rules).

(4) When a recommendation is made as to
the kind of rule which should be granted for
consideration of a bill or resolution, a copy
of the language recommended shall be fur-
nished to each member of the Committee at
the beginning of the Committee meeting at
which the rule is to be considered or as soon
thereafter as the proposed language becomes
available.

Quorum

(b)(1) For the purpose of hearing testimony
on requests for rules, five members of the
Committee shall constitute a quorum.

(2) For the purpose of taking testimony
and receiving evidence on measures or mat-
ters of original jurisdiction before the Com-
mittee, three members of the Committee
shall constitute a quorum.

(3) A majority of the members of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
poses of reporting any measure or matter, of
authorizing a subpoena, of closing a meeting
or hearing pursuant to clause 2(g) of rule XI
of the Rules of the House (except as provided
in clause 2(g)(2)(A) and (B)), or of taking any
other action.

Voting

(c)(1) No vote may be conducted on any
measure or motion pending before the Com-
mittee unless a majority of the members of
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