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EC–1131. A communication from the Ad-

ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report entitled ‘‘Status of the State Small
Business Stationary Source Technical and
Environmental Compliance Assistance Pro-
grams (SBTCP)’’; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC–1132. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule relative to value engineering,
(RIN2125–AD33) received on February 13, 1997;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC–1133. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a violation of the
Antideficiency Act, case number 95–02; to the
Committee on Appropriations.

EC–1134. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget,
Executive Office of the President, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report concerning di-
rect spending or receipts legislation within
five days of enactment; to the Committee on
the Budget.

EC–1135. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Federal Election Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a budget re-
quest and justification for fiscal year 1998; to
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

EC–1136. A communication from the Acting
Secretary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report relative to natural gas; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC–1137. A communication from the Chair
of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, a rule
entitled ‘‘Standards for Business Practices’’
received on February 19, 1997; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC–1138. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of State (Legislative Affairs),
transmitting, pursuant to law, the annual re-
port on U.S. contributions to international
organizations; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

EC–1139. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of State (Legislative Affairs),
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to Nonproliferation and Disarmament
Fund activities; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

EC–1140. A communication from the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report on emergy commu-
nications during fiscal year 1996; to the Com-
mittee on Labor and Human Resources.

EC–1141. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a rule concerning
iron-containing supplements and drugs re-
ceived on February 18, 1997; to the Commit-
tee on Labor and Human Resources.

EC–1142. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report on the notice of final fund-
ing priorities received on February 18, 1997;
to the Committee on Labor and Human Serv-
ices.

EC–1143. A communication from the Board
Members of the Railroad Retirement Board,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
the justification of budget estimates for fis-
cal year 1998; to the Committee on Labor and
Human Services.

EC–1144. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor for Employment
Standards, transmitting, pursuant to law, a
rule entitled ‘‘Technical Amendments of
Rules Relating to Labor-Management Pro-
grams’’ (RIN1215–AB16) received on February
19, 1997; to the Committee on Labor and
Human Resources.

EC–1145. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-

mitting, pursuant to law, the annual report
relative to fee for fiscal year 1995; to the
Committee on Labor and Human Resources.

EC–1146. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget,
Executive Office of the President, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the cumulative report
on rescissions and deferrals dated February
1, 1997; referred jointly, pursuant to the order
of January 30, 1975, as modified by the order
of April 11, 1986, to the Committee on Appro-
priations, to the Committee on the Budget,
to the Committee on Finance, and to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

The following report of committee
was submitted:

By Mr. JEFFORDS, from the Committee
on Labor and Human Resources:

Special Report entitled ‘‘Report on Legis-
lative Activities of the Committee on Labor
and Human Resources During the 104th Con-
gress’’ (Rept. No. 105–5).

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. THOMAS (for himself and Mr.
ROBB):

S. 342. A bill to extend certain privileges,
exemptions, and immunities to Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Offices; to the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations.

S. 343. A bill to authorize the extension of
nondiscriminatory treatment (most-favored-
nation treatment) to the products of Mongo-
lia; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. BOXER:
S. 344. A bill to require the relocation of a

National Weather Service radar tower which
is on Sulphur Mountain near Ojai, Califor-
nia; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. ROBB:
S. 345. A bill to amend chapter 57 of title 5,

United States Code, to provide for the pay-
ment to Federal employees of meal expenses
required while serving on a security detail in
the protection of a Federal officer, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. WELLSTONE:
S. 346. A bill to assure fairness and assist-

ance to patients and health care providers,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Labor and Human Resources.

By Mr. CLELAND (for himself, Mr.
COVERDELL, Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN, Mr.
REID, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. BINGAMAN,
Mr. FORD, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. BREAUX, Mr.
LUGAR, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. NICKLES, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. THURMOND, Mr. BUMPERS,
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. WARNER, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, and Mr. HUTCHINSON):

S. 347. A bill to designate the Federal
building located at 100 Alabama Street NW,
in Altanta, Georgia, as the ‘‘Sam Nunn Fed-
eral Center’’; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

f

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. THOMAS (for himself and
Mr. ROBB):

S. 342. A bill to extend certain privi-
leges, exemptions, and immunities to

Hong Kong Economic and Trade Of-
fices; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

HONG KONG ECONOMIC AND TRADE OFFICES
LEGISLATION

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I rise as
chairman of the Subcommittee on East
Asian and Pacific Affairs to introduce
S. 342, a bill to extend certain privi-
leges, exemptions, and immunities to
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices
located in the United States. I am
pleased to be joined by Senator ROBB
as an original cosponsor.

The Hong Kong Government main-
tains Economic and Trade Offices in
several countries to represent the Colo-
ny’s economic and trade interests
abroad; there are three such Offices in
the United States—San Francisco, New
York, and Washington. As my col-
leagues are aware, at midnight on June
30, 1997, Hong Kong will revert to the
jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of
China as the Hong Kong Special Ad-
ministrative Region [HKSAR]. The
HKSAR will purportedly, under agree-
ments reached between the PRC and
the United Kingdom, enjoy a high de-
gree of autonomy from the central gov-
ernment in Beijing except in the areas
of foreign policy and defense. That au-
tonomy includes the right to maintain
economic and trade ties with third
countries independent of Beijing.

The Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992
provided, inter alia, that the United
States should invite Hong Kong to
maintain its Economic and Trade Of-
fices after June 30. The reasoning was
not only to continue to facilitate our
trade relationship with our ninth big-
gest trading partner; in addition, the
move was meant to underscore our
commitment to an autonomous Hong
Kong after 1997.

This bill would extend to these of-
fices and employees the provisions of
the International Organizations Immu-
nities Act and the Agreement on State
and local Taxation of Foreign Employ-
ees of Public International Organiza-
tions, thereby assuring that these of-
fices are treated in the same manner as
others similarly situated—such as the
Taipei Economic and Cultural Rep-
resentative Offices, Taiwan’s rep-
resentative in the United States.

Identical legislation passed the Sen-
ate unanimously late last year, but
was not considered by the House before
we adjourned sine die. Because the
June deadline looms so near, I hope
that we can move this bill quickly and
without amendment through both
Houses before the July 1 reversion of
Hong Kong to China’s jurisdiction.

By Mr. THOMAS (for himself and
Mr. ROBB):

S. 343. A bill to authorize the exten-
sion of nondiscriminatory treatment
(most-favored-nation treatment) to the
products of Mongolia; to the Commit-
tee on Finance.

MONGOLIA MFN LEGISLATION

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I rise as
chairman of the Subcommittee on East
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