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I am very grateful, Mr. Speaker, for

the bipartisan support that this legis-
lation received last year when I intro-
duced it. We tried to lay the ground-
work for passage this year. And so now
it is my hope that we can pass this into
law, get the National Commission on
Alcoholism established, develop that
comprehensive national strategy to
deal with this costly, deadly disease. I
urge my colleagues, Mr. Speaker, to
join me, join our bipartisan effort in
cosponsoring this critically important
legislation.
f

TRIO MUST CONTINUE TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 21, 1997 the gentleman from Ten-
nessee [Mr. FORD] is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, 31 years ago
Congress established the TRIO Pro-
grams as part of the Higher Education
Act. Since that time it has been instru-
mental in helping millions of students
overcome barriers to postsecondary
education.

TRIO is effective because it directs
resources where they are needed the
most. It is based on a Jeffersonian
principle that education should be
available to those who have an ability
to learn rather than an ability to pay.
Two-thirds of TRIO students come
from families with incomes under
$24,000 a year.

My vision for education and for TRIO
and for all Americans is TRIO’s vision,
a commitment to foster the ideals of
equal educational opportunity regard-
less of background.

TRIO is the heir to several successful
education programs supported by the
Federal Government over the past 200
years. From the Ordinance of 1785,
which set aside lands in western terri-
tories for schools, to land grant legisla-
tion in the 19th century which estab-
lished State universities, to the G.I.
bill after World War II, to legislation
creating historically black colleges and
universities, the Federal role in edu-
cation has moved countless Americans
into the middle class, making our
economy the most dynamic in the
world.

In 1983, a Nation At Risk, a report
commissioned by the Secretary of Edu-
cation, sent a wakeup call to the Na-
tion. The condition of our educational
system, the report said, was threaten-
ing our position as an unrivaled eco-
nomic, technological and scientific
power in the world. The report stated:

We report to the American people that
while we can take justifiable pride in what
our schools and colleges have historically ac-
complished and contributed to the United
States and the well-being of its people, the
educational foundations of our society are
presently being eroded by a rising tide of me-
diocrity that threatens our very future as a
Nation and a people. What was unimaginable
a generation ago has begun to occur—others
are matching and surpassing our educational
achievements.

After this seminal report, which, Mr.
Speaker, I would say still has relevance
and truth today, the Nation again dedi-
cated itself to improving education.
States across the Nation have under-
taken ambitious educational reform.
Congress passed Goals 2000 and tar-
geted more Federal resources to ele-
mentary and secondary education, es-
pecially to low income school districts.
Congress expanded and improved Fed-
eral higher educational assistance,
making postsecondary education acces-
sible to many more young people.

Our rededication, Mr. Speaker, to
education is working. The Department
of Education reports that more stu-
dents are spending time on their home-
work than they did in the 1970s. SAT
and National Assessment of Education
Process scores are increasing.

Mr. Speaker, it is so critical at this
juncture in American history that we
do not abandon the American student,
the American school or the American
teacher. Students in the TRIO Upward
Bound Program are 4 times more likely
to earn an undergraduate degree than
their counterparts who did not partici-
pate in TRIO.

Postsecondary education, Mr. Speak-
er, pays off. The Department of Edu-
cation reports that every year of for-
mal education is associated with a 5 to
15 percent increase in annual earnings
later in life.

Passage of welfare reform requires us
to provide more education and training
opportunities for those who will make
the transition from welfare to work.
TRIO Programs are well positioned to
do this. TRIO can provide the support
services to help welfare recipients earn
a high school degree and participate in
postsecondary education programs.

The President’s budget contains a
13.5 percent increase in spending in
TRIO over 1996. A 30 percent increase
in 1998 will enable TRIO to serve more
than 186,000 more young people.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to take a close look at how
TRIO is making a difference in their
districts and to remember their com-
mitment to the millions of young
Americans who will benefit from this
successful program.
f

BURDEN OF AMERICAN TAXPAYER
TO INCREASE WITH PASSAGE OF
AIRPORT TRUST FUND TAX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 21, 1997 the gentleman from Ten-
nessee [Mr. HILLEARY) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support today of the Amer-
ican taxpayer. There are many of us,
and it is a bipartisan feeling up here,
there are many of us that feel for those
folks back home, those families where
both spouses have to work, they both
get out there, sometimes they have to
work two jobs just to keep up with the
tax monster, that 50-point-something

percent that our friend from Florida
talked about earlier that goes to the
government. They get out there and
they work hard. These are not folks
who are not trying to make ends meet.
They are out there obeying the rules
and doing what they are supposed to.
But we keep on increasing their burden
by one more tax here, one more tax
there, one more program here, one
more program there. We feel for those
folks. They are not seeing their wages
go up. Wages are probably not going to
go up that much for the near term be-
cause so many jobs are going overseas
and that tends to have a deflationary
effect on wages. But what we can do to
improve their livelihood and to im-
prove their lives is to let them keep
more of what they earn.

This afternoon we are going to de-
bate a bill, H.R. 668, the Airport and
Airway Trust Fund tax increase. This
is yet another slice out of their liveli-
hood.

When we got out of here last fall, we
were asked to vote for billions of dol-
lars in more spending. The liberals
knew that we basically had to do that.
We were being pounded back home on
TV saying we were mean-spirited for
doing this and for doing that, and we
were stuck here in Washington and
could not defend ourselves.

So sometimes you have to take a
step backwards before you can take
two steps forward, and that is what we
did. We voted for increased spending
against our wishes to get out of town
and defend ourselves, and we won. We
lost that battle that day, but we won
the battle on election day so we could
come back this year and start again.

We have the opportunity to take a
step forward today, but it looks like we
are going to be asked to take a step
backwards. The first substantive act of
the 105th Congress, if this happens, will
be a $2.7, nearly $3 billion tax increase
on people once again. This goes to fund
airline safety. Everybody is for airline
safety. No one would be against airline
safety. There is a trust fund in place
that has funds available now and it will
have funds available for the rest of the
fiscal year. If we do not vote for this
tax increase that we are going to be
asked to vote for tomorrow, we are
going to debate it this afternoon, if we
do not vote for this, airplanes are not
going to fall out of the sky, the oper-
ational safety will still be there.

But let us not vote on this without
an offsetting tax cut. No one is against
a user fee, which is basically what this
is. If you got to have a tax, let us make
it a user fee. Let us make the folks who
are using that service pay for that
service. No one disagrees with that
idea. But let us not do it without an
offsetting tax cut.

I have dropped a bill today that will
do just that. That does not have to be
my idea, to have an offsetting tax cut;
does not have to be the one I came up
with. But the one that I came up with
would suspend President Clinton’s 4.3-
cent-a-gallon tax increase at the gas
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