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b 1642

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I was regret-
tably and unavoidably detained on my way to
the House floor this afternoon, and as a result
was not present for rollcall votes No. 76 and
No. 77—H.R. 1226, the Taxpayer Browsing
Relief Act, and House Resolution 109, a
sense of Congress on family tax relief.

Had I been present, I would have certainly
voted ‘‘yea’’ on both measures.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, because I
was unavoidably detained in the 15th Con-
gressional District of Michigan, I was not
present at rollcall vote No. 76 and rollcall vote
No. 77. Had I been present for these votes, I
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ for rollcall vote No. 76
and ‘‘yea’’ for rollcall vote No. 77.
f

TAX LIMITATION CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the further consid-
eration of the joint resolution (H.J.
Res. 62) proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States
with respect to tax limitations.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

b 1645

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SOL-
OMON). The gentleman from Florida
[Mr. CANADY] has 361⁄2 minutes remain-
ing, the gentleman from Texas [Mr.
BARTON] has 191⁄2 minutes remaining,
and the gentleman from Virginia [Mr.
SCOTT] has 431⁄2 minutes remaining.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 31⁄2 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida [Mr. STEARNS].

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my strong support for
the tax limitation amendment. What
could I say in this short amount of
time that would change many Members
on that side of the aisle? I thought
carefully about it. Did all of my col-
leagues know, perhaps they heard this
before, that the Constitution has been
amended 27 times? Perhaps they did
not know in the first 4 years of this
country’s history they amended the
Constitution 10 times. Perhaps they did
not know this, but at that point they
prohibited any taxes at all.

Mr. Speaker, the Founding Fathers
did not want to have any taxes. They
were interested in perhaps real estate
taxes or a sales tax, but they did not
honestly believe in taxing up to 39.5
percent, almost 40 percent. When you
add State income tax and local taxes,
you are talking about for people, some
people are paying 55 percent.

Our Founding Fathers 220 years ago,
of course, had the foresight to use
supermajority for certain things. Im-
peachment, talking about expelling a
Member of Congress, overriding the
veto, they foresaw the need for a super-
majority. They understood firsthand
what could happen with corruption and
power. The power to tax is what we are
talking about today, the ruination of
overtaxation. The gentleman from
Texas is simply offering an amendment
to slow this process down.

Quite simply, our forefathers fought
a war to ensure freedom from un-
checked oppression. They fought a war
basically to prevent ruination of tax-
ation, which we have today. So the
gentleman from Texas is simply trying
to stop this by saying let us have a
two-thirds majority.

The American people do not like and
trust their Government. They have
said that over and over again. It is 1997,
and the Government needs to be put in
check just like the modern-day King
George III which we are trying to do
today what our forefathers tried to do
when they started this country. Over
the past 40 years, Congress has contin-
ually increased taxes. Since 1981, there
have been 19 separate tax increases, in
1993, the largest tax increase in his-
tory. It is obvious to anybody who has
studied the political landscape, if we do
not have this amendment, we will have
increased taxes. Mr. Speaker, we in-
creased taxes on airline tickets, and I
am ashamed that we passed that vote
without a counterbalancing amend-
ment to make it budget neutral.

In 1775, the rallying cry was no tax-
ation without representation. Here we
are, over 200 years later, and it has not
changed. The American taxpayers are
fed up. They are looking at bloated bu-
reaucracy and they want a change.

Daniel Webster once said, the power
to tax is the power to destroy. This
afternoon, these words ring with reso-
nance on April 15. What we want to do
here is very, very simple. We only want
to make it harder to raise taxes, to
make it just a little bit more difficult


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-12T08:17:28-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




