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denying the economy the benefit of the lower
long-term interest rates that a balanced
budget would promote: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the Republican majority should take up
without delay a budget resolution that bal-
ances the budget by 2002, targets its tax-re-
lief on working and middle class families to
the same degree as the President’s budget
proposal, and protects important domestic
priorities such as medicare, medicaid, edu-
cation, and the environment.

f

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

THE TAXPAYER PRIVACY
PROTECTION ACT

COVERDELL (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 45

Mr. LOTT (for Mr. COVERDELL, for
himself, Mr. GLENN, Mr. ROTH, Mr.
MOYNIHAN, Mr. MACK, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
KOHL, and Mr. D’AMATO) proposed an
amendment to the bill (S. 522) to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to impose civil and criminal pen-
alties for the unauthorized access of
tax returns and tax return information
by Federal employees and other per-
sons, and for other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Taxpayer
Browsing Protection Act’’.
SEC. 2. PENALTY FOR UNAUTHORIZED INSPEC-

TION OF TAX RETURNS OR TAX RE-
TURN INFORMATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part I of subchapter A of
chapter 75 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 (relating to crimes, other offenses, and
forfeitures) is amended by adding after sec-
tion 7213 the following new section:
‘‘SEC. 7213A. UNAUTHORIZED INSPECTION OF RE-

TURNS OR RETURN INFORMATION.
‘‘(a) PROHIBITIONS.—
‘‘(1) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES AND OTHER PER-

SONS.—It shall be unlawful for—
‘‘(A) any officer or employee of the United

States, or
‘‘(B) any person described in section 6103(n)

or an officer or employee of any such person,
willfully to inspect, except as authorized in
this title, any return or return information.

‘‘(2) STATE AND OTHER EMPLOYEES.—It shall
be unlawful for any person (not described in
paragraph (1)) willfully to inspect, except as
authorized in this title, any return or return
information acquired by such person or an-
other person under a provision of section 6103
referred to in section 7213(a)(2).

‘‘(b) PENALTY.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any violation of sub-

section (a) shall be punishable upon convic-
tion by a fine in any amount not exceeding
$1,000, or imprisonment of not more than 1
year, or both, together with the costs of
prosecution.

‘‘(2) FEDERAL OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES.—An
officer or employee of the United States who
is convicted of any violation of subsection
(a) shall, in addition to any other punish-
ment, be dismissed from office or discharged
from employment.

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the terms ‘inspect’, ‘return’, and ‘re-
turn information’ have the respective mean-
ings given such terms by section 6103(b).’’

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—
(1) Paragraph (2) of section 7213(a) of such

Code is amended by inserting ‘‘(5),’’ after
‘‘(m)(2), (4),’’.

(2) The table of sections for part I of sub-
chapter A of chapter 75 of such Code is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 7213 the following new item:
‘‘Sec. 7213A. Unauthorized inspection of re-

turns or return information.’’
(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments

made by this section shall apply to viola-
tions occurring on and after the date of the
enactment of this Act.
SEC. 3. CIVIL DAMAGES FOR UNAUTHORIZED IN-

SPECTION OF RETURNS AND RE-
TURN INFORMATION; NOTIFICATION
OF UNLAWFUL INSPECTION OR DIS-
CLOSURE.

(a) CIVIL DAMAGES FOR UNAUTHORIZED IN-
SPECTION.—Subsection (a) of section 7431 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘‘DISCLOSURE’’ in the head-
ings for paragraphs (1) and (2) and inserting
‘‘INSPECTION OR DISCLOSURE’’, and

(2) by striking ‘‘discloses’’ in paragraphs
(1) and (2) and inserting ‘‘inspects or dis-
closes’’.

(b) NOTIFICATION OF UNLAWFUL INSPECTION
OR DISCLOSURE.—Section 7431 of such Code is
amended by redesignating subsections (e)
and (f) as subsections (f) and (g), respec-
tively, and by inserting after subsection (d)
the following new subsection:

‘‘(e) NOTIFICATION OF UNLAWFUL INSPECTION
AND DISCLOSURE.—If any person is criminally
charged by indictment or information with
inspection or disclosure of a taxpayer’s re-
turn or return information in violation of—

‘‘(1) paragraph (1) or (2) of section 7213(a),
‘‘(2) section 7213A(a), or
‘‘(3) subparagraph (B) of section 1030(a)(2)

of title 18, United States Code, the Secretary
shall notify such taxpayers as soon as prac-
ticable of such inspection or disclosure.’’

(c) NO DAMAGES FOR INSPECTION REQUESTED
BY TAXPAYER.—Subsection (b) of section 7431
of such Code is amended to read as follows:

‘‘(b) EXCEPTIONS.—No liability shall arise
under this section with respect to any in-
spection or disclosure—

‘‘(1) which results from a good faith, but
erroneous, interpretation of section 6103, or

‘‘(2) which is requested by the taxpayer.’’
(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—
(1) Subsections (c)(1)(A), (c)(1)(B)(i), and (d)

of section 7431 of such Code as each amended
by inserting ‘‘inspection or’’ before ‘‘disclo-
sure’’.

(2) Clause (ii) of section 7431(c)(1)(B) of
such Code is amended by striking ‘‘willful
disclosure or a disclosure’’ and inserting
‘‘willful inspection or disclosure or an in-
spection or disclosure.’’

(3) Subsection (f) of section 7431 of such
Code, as redesignated by subsection (b), is
amended to read as follows:

‘‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the terms ‘inspect’, ‘inspection’, ‘re-
turn’, and ‘return information’ have the re-
spective meaning given such terms by sec-
tion 6103(b).’’

(4) The section heading for section 7431 of
such Code is amended by inserting ‘‘INSPEC-
TION OR’’ before ‘‘DISCLOSURE’’.

(5) The table of sections for subchapter B
of chapter 76 of such Code is amended by in-
serting ‘‘inspection or’’ before ‘‘disclosure’’
in the item relating to section 7431.

(6) Paragraph (2) of section 7431(g) of such
Code, as redesignated by subsection (b), is
amended by striking ‘‘any use’’ and insert-
ing’’ any inspection or use’’.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to inspec-
tions and disclosures occurring on and after
the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 4.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1306(c)(1) of the
National Food Insurance Act of 1968 (42

U.S.C. 4013(c)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘30’’
and inserting ‘‘15’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall be construed to
have taken effect on January 1, 1997, and
shall expire June 30, 1997.

f

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, there will
be a hearing held by the Subcommittee
on Immigration, Senate Committee on
the Judiciary, on Tuesday, April 15,
1997, at 10:30 a.m., in room 226, Senate
Dirksen Building, on immigrant entre-
preneurs, job creation, and the Amer-
ican dream.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for information
of the Senate and the public that a
hearing of the Subcommittee on Em-
ployment and Training, Senate Com-
mittee on Labor and Human Resources,
will be held on Thursday, April 17, 1997,
9:30 a.m., in SD–430 of the Senate Dirk-
sen Building. The subject of the hear-
ing is innovations in youth training.
For further information, please call the
committee, 202/224–5375.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for information
of the Senate and the public that a
hearing of the Senate Committee on
Labor and Human Resources will be
held on Friday, April 18, 1997, 9:30 a.m.,
in SD–430 of the Senate Dirksen Build-
ing. The subject of the hearing is im-
proving the health status of children.
For further information, please call the
committee, 202/224–5375.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RE-

SOURCES, SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL
PARKS, HISTORIC PRESERVATION, AND RECRE-
ATION

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the public that a
hearing has been scheduled before the
Subcommittee on National Parks, His-
toric Preservation, and Recreation of
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.

The hearing will take place on Thurs-
day, May 1, 1997, at 9:30 a.m. in room
SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building in Washington, DC.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 457, a bill to au-
thorize the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to manage the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Sub-
committee on National Parks, Historic
Preservation, and Recreation, Commit-
tee on Energy and Natural Resources,
U.S. Senate, 304 Dirksen Senate Office
Building, Washington, DC 20510–6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Jim O’Toole of the subcommittee
staff at (202) 224–5161.
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